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1763  TN  the  early  part  of  this  year,  peace'  was  concluded  by  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe.— 
-L  On  the  tenth  day  of  February,  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  figned,  and  foon  after  rati* 
£ed,  between  the  court  of  Great  Britain  and  thofe  of  France  and  Spain  \  and  between  the  two 
latter  crowns  and  that  of  Portugal. — On  the  twenty-fccond  of  March  following,  peace  was 
proclaimed,  with  the  ufual  folemnities,  at  London. 

In  this  definitive  treaty^the  moft  material  alterations  from,  or  explanations  of,  the  prelimi* 
nary  articles  of  peace,  of  the  third  day  of  November,  1762,  are  : — 

I.  That  inftead  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  preliminaries,  relatitig  to  Dunkirk,  the  thirteenth 
article  of  the  definitive  treaty  ftipulatet,  ^*'  That  Dunkirk  fhall  be  put  into  the  flate  fixed  by 
.  **  the  laft  treaty  of  Aix  la  Ghapelle,  and  by  former  treaties.  The  Cunetu^  fhall  be  deflroyed 
««  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  as  well  as  the  forts 
<*  and  batteries  which  defend  the  entrance  on  the  fide  of  the  fea;  and  provifion  fhall  be  made 
**  at  the  fame  time  for  tlie  wholefomenefs  of  the  air,  and  for  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  by 
<<  fome  other  means,  to  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.'* 

m  A  Cunetie^  fomedmes  called  a  Cuvette^  it  generally  defcribed  to  be  a  deep  trench,  (mpftly  a  wet  onc^i  dog  aleig  tiM 
v^fMorxk  of  a  broader  or  larger  dry  ditcb,  for  rendering  the  approach  to  the  place  more  difficult. 
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1763  '  11.  That,  inftead  of  the  tenth  preliminary,  the  eleventh  article  of  riic  definitive  treaty  ftipu- 
lates,  **  That  Great  Britain  fliall  rcftore  to  France,  in  the  condition  they  now  are  in,  the 
**  different  faSorics  (in  the  preliminary  article  called  comptoirs)  which  that  crown  poileiled, 
X**  as  well  on  the  coaft  of  Corom^ndel  and  Orixa,  as  on  that  of  Malabar,  as  alfo  in  Bengal,  at 
^*  the  beglnnii^  of  the  year  1749:  and  France  renounces  aU  pretentions  to  the  acquifitions 
**  (he  had  made  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa;"  (/'.  e.  Fort  St.  David,  and  its  depen- 
dencies) **  And  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  (hall  rcftore,  on  his  part,  all  that  he  may  have 
conquered  ifrom  Great  Britain  in  the  Eaft  Indies  during  the  prefent  war;  and  will exprefsly 
caufe  Nattal  and  Tapanoully,"  /'.  e.  Bcncoolen,  &c.  ^*  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  to  be  re- 
**'  ftored.  And  he  further  engages,  not  to  ereft  fortifications,  or  to  keep  troops  in  any  parts 
•*  of  the  dominions  of  the  Subah  "  commonly  called  the  Nabob,  **  of  Bengal.  And,  in 
«*  order  to  preferve  future  peace  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa,.  the  Englifh  and 
**  Freiich  ihall  acknowlegde  Mahomet  Ally  Khaa  for  lawful  Nabab  of  the  Carnatic,  and 
*^  Salabat  Jing  for  lawfisl  Subah  of  the  Decan;  and  both  parties  ihall  renounce  all  demands 
**  and  pretenfions  of  fatisfa£lion  with  which  they  might  charge  each  other,  or  their  Indian 
"  allies,  for  riie  depredations  or  pillage  committed  on  either  fidc-during  the  war.'* 

To  this  article,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  fubjoined  a  declaration,  importing  **  That, 
**  for  the  preventing  of  all  fubjefl:  of  difpute,  on  account  of  the  limits  of  the  territories  of  the 
•*  Subah  of  Bengal,  as  well  as  of  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa,  the  faid  territories  of  the 
**  Subah  of  Bengal,  (hall  be  reputed  to  extend  only  as  far  as  the  Yanaon  excluiively ;  and  that 
*^  the  Yanaon  fhall  be  confidered  as  included  in  the  northern  part  of  the  coaft  of  Coromandel 
**  and  Orixa." 

III.  Inftead  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  preliminaries,  by  which  the  French  King  obliges 
himfelf,  en  his  royal  word  only ^  not  to  fortify  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierfe  and  Miquelon,  that  King, 
by  the  fixth  article  o(  the  definitive  treaty,  "  abfolutely  «i^flrf «  not  ta  fortify  thofc  iflands,  &c. 
**  as  in  the  faid  preliminary  article.** 

IV.  Inftead  of  the  words  of  the  ninetecmh  preliminary  article,  by  which  **  his  Catholic 
**  Majefty  cedes  and  guarantees  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  all  that  Spain  poflefles  on  the  conti- 
**  nent  of  North  America,  to  the  eaft  or  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  river  Miffifippi  ;**  by  the 
«  twentieth  wticte  of  the  definltifve  treaty,  *•  his  Catholic  Majefty  cedes  and  gutrtititecs,  in 
••  full  right,  to. his  Biritapnic  Majefty,  Florida,  with  the  fort  St.  A^gufline,^  aiid  the  J>ay  of 
*'  Penfaeolii ;  as  well  a$  all  that  Spaifi  poflefles  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  to. the  eaft, 
«*  or  to  the  foutb-fSaft  of  the  fiver  Miffifippi ;  and,  iagcneraUcvery  thing  that  depends  on  the 
«*  faid  countries  and  lands,  with  the  fovetcigiity,  property,  andpi^ffion,  and  all  rights  ac- 
"  quired  by  treaties*:  or  otherwife,  which  the  Catholic  King  and  tb^  crowii  of  Spain  hive  had, 
"  till  now,  over  the  faidcountries,  fcc.  in  the  moft  ample  manner  and  form^  &c.**^ 

V.  Inftead  of  the  latter  part  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  preliminaries,  by  which  *^  France 
<«  cedes,  in  full  rights  and  guaraoteea  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  S^negiU ;"  in  the  tenth 
"  article  of  the  definitive  ta-eaty  itis  thus.exprefled: — "His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  cedes,  in 
'*  full  right,  and  guarantees  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  river  Senegal,  with  the  forts 
<<  and  factories  of  St;  Louis,  Podor,  and  Galam ;  and  with  all  the  rightaand  dependencies  of 
^  the  faid  river  SedegaL**  Which  forts  and  territones  were  tbooght  fo  important  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commona^  that,  on  the  thirtieth  of  the  faid  month  of  March,  they  paflfal  a  vdte  of 
credit  for  his  Majefty  to  expend  as  far  as  feven  thoufand  pounds,  for  repairing  and  improving 
th»£uae; 
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L763  means  unanimous  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  and  there  were  not  wanting  pcrfons  of  the  firflr 
talents,  and  the  greateft  name,  who  decried  this  peace,  as  dlfgraceful  to  a  people,  viflorious  in. 
every  part  of  the  globe ;  and  who,  it  was  allerted,  poflefled  refources  to  continue  the  career 
of  fuccefs,  till  they  had  brought  their  enemies  to  their  feet.  But  we  muft  prefer  narrative  to 
fpeculation  ; — it  is  our  office  to  relate  things  as  they  happen,  and  not  detail  opinions  as  they 
arifes  more  particularly  at  a  period  when  the  eflablifhed  freedom  of  the  prefs,  and  the  great 
increafe  oflcnowledge,  bring  every  public  queftion  into  voluminous  difcuffion.  This  work 
would  err  from  its  defign,  if  we  were  to  do  more  than  ftate  thofe  fafts  which  are  appropriate  to 
it,  and  recite  thofe  meafures  which  have  proceeded  from  the  mind  of  government :  to  review 
the  deliberations  that  produced  them  is  not  our  province  j — it  is  not  for  us  to  reafon, — but  to 
relate. 

To  clear  away  the  incumbrances  of  the  late  war,  fupplies  were  to  be  raifed,  and,  of  courfe, 
taxes  to  be  impofed.     For  thefe  purpofes  it  was  propofed  by  government, 

Firft,  To  take  two  millions  from  the  finking  fund. 

Secondly,  To  ftrike  one  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  Exchequer  bills. 

Thirdly,  To  borrow  two  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  on  annuities :  and. 

Fourthly,  To  form  two  lotteries,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  each. 

To  pay  the  intereft  on  thefe  loans,  which,  amounted,  in  the  whole,  to  fevcn  millions  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  an  additional  duty,  of  eight  pounds  per  tun,  was  laid  upon  all 
wines  of  the  growth  of  France,  and  four  pounds  per  tun  ort  all  others. 

This  part  of  the  plan  of  ways  and  means,  was  unexceptionable  ;  but  another  duty  was  added, 
which  furnifhed  the  opponents  of  government  with  a  fubjcft  of  popular  outcry,  and  the  fuc- 
cefsful  means  of  influencing  the  whole  nation  :  this  was  a  duty  of  four  (hillings  per  hogfhead 
to  be  laid  on  cyder,  and  to  be  fubje£t,  with  fome  qualifications,  to  all  the  laws  of  excife.  As 
this  aft  became  an  objeft  of  great  popular  frenzy  and  tumult,  and  feemed  to  intercfl  the  paf- 
fions  of  th#peopIe  in  general  at  the  time  it  was  agitated  and  paifed,  we  fhall  infert  a  general 
abflraft  of  it. 

•*  That  from  and  after  the  thirty-firft  day  of  March,  1763,  the  following  additional  duties 
Ihall  take  place,  viz. 

"  On  French  wine  and  vinegar  imported,  eight  pounds  per  tun,  and  all  other  wines  and 
vinegar  imported  four  pounds  per  tun  ;  to  be  coUefted,  levied,  and  paid,  as  exprefled  in  the. 
aft  of  James  II.  or  in  any  other  aft  by  which  the  duties  thereby  granted  are  made  per* 
petuaK 

**  Damaged  and  unmerchantable  wines  fhall  be  exempted  from  thefe  additional  duties. 

**  The  faid  duties  fhall-be  under  the  management  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cufloms, 
and  fhall  be  paid  over  weekly  by  the  Receiver-General  into  the  Exchequer,  apart  from  all 
other  monies,  and  fliall  be  entered  accordingly  in  proper  books  to  be  provided  there  for  that 
purpofe. 

**  No  allowance  fhall  be  made  for  leakage,  but  upon  wines  imported  direftly  from  the  coun- 
try or  place  of  their  growth,  &c.  Madeira  wines  from  the  Biitifh  plantations  in  America 
excepted. 

*<  From  and  after  the  fifth  of  July,  1763,  an  additional  duty  fhall  be  laid  on  all  cyder  and 
perry:  viz.  on  all  cyder  and  perry  imported,  forty  fhillings  per  tun;  and  upon  all  cyder 
**  and  perry  made  within  Great  Britain,  four  fhillings  per  hogfhead,  to  be  paid  by  the  maker. 
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1763;  •*  Tbe  duties  upon  cyder  and  perry  made  in  England,  to  be  under  the  receipt  and  manage-^ 
ment  of  the  commifTioners  and  officers  of  excife  there,  and  thofe  in  Scotland  under  like  officers 
there.  The  commiffioners  fhall  appoint  a  fuffi^ient  number  of  officers,  and  the  duties  (hall 
be  paid  into  the  Exchequer  apart  from  all  other  monies. 

'*  The  makers  of  cyder  and  perry,  not  being  compounders,  fhall  enter  their  names,  and  the 
mills,  preflcs  or  other  uteniils,  flore  houfes  and  odier  places  to  be  made  ufe  of,,  at  tlie  next 
office  of  excife,  ten  days  before  they  begin  to  work,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  pounds 
for  uilng  any  unent^ered  place* 

**  The  officers  of  excife,  upon  requefl  made,  fhall  have  free  accefs,  in  the  day  time,  to  all 
places  entered  or  made  ufe  of  for  making  or  keeping  perry  or  cyder,  and  fhall  gauge  and  report 
the  contents  to  the  commiffioners,  leaving  a  copy  for  the  maker.  The  duties  fhall  be  paid 
according  thereto,  within  fix  weeks  from  making  fuch  charge;  and  the  ufual  allowances  fhall 
be  made  in  refped  thereof. 

"  Perfons  intending  to  fell  or  remove  any  cyder  or  perry  in  their  pofleffion  made  before  the 
fifth  of  July,  1763,  fhall  fend  a  figned  particular  thereof  to  the  next  office  of  excife,  ten  days 
before  the  faid  fifth  of  July,  that  the  officer  may  take  an  account  thereof,  and  grant  certificates 
occaiionally  for  the  removal  of  a  like  quantity  without  charging  the  duty,  &c. 

^'  No  cyder  or  perry  exceeding  fix  gallons  fhall  be  removed,  &c.  without  a  certificate,  on  for- 
feiture thereof,  with  the  package.  Officers  of  the  excife  may  feize  the  fame.  A  time  fhall  be 
limited,  for  which  the  certificate  fhell  be  in  force. 

•*  Perfons  making  cyder  or  perry  to  be  confumed  in  their  own  private  families  only,  fhall  be 
admitted  to  compound  for  the  duties^  they  giving  in  a  lift  of  the  number  in  family,  and  paying 
at  the  rate  of  five  fhillings  per  head  per  annum.  This  compofition  to  be  renewed  annually  and 
the  money  paid  down  at  the  fame  time.  The  houfes,  &c..  of  perfons  who  fhall  thus  com- 
pound, fhall  be  exempted  from  furv^y  or  fearch  :  but^  upoa  increafe  of  the  family,  a  new  lifl 
fhall  be  given  in,  and  five-{ience  per  month,  per  head,  fhall  be  paid  for  the  additional  number, 
during  the  fubfifling  unexpired  term  of  the  year.  Compounders  negleAing  t9  deliver  in  fuch 
lifls,  and  to  pay  their  compofition  money,  fhall  be  charged  with  the  duty,  and  become  liable 
to  a  furvey.     Perfons  delivering  falfe  or  defedive  lifls,  fhall  forfeit  twenty  pounds. 

**  Children  under  eight  years  of  age  fhall  not  be  inferted  in  the  lifls.  Compounders  may 
fell,  difpofe  of,  or  remove  any  cyder  or  perry  more  than  fufficient  for  their  own  ufe,  giving  two 
davs  notice  to  the^proper  officer,  who  fhall  attend,  and  take  an  account  thereof,  and  charge 
the  duties  and  report  the  fame  to  the  excife  office,  leaving  a  copy  with  the  compounder.  Such 
cyder  or  perry  fhall  not  be  afterwards  r«moved  without  a  certificate.  Compounders  being 
guilty  of  any  fraud,  in  felling,  exchanging,  or  delivering^  out  cyder  or  perry,  fhall  forfeit 
.  twenty  pounds.  * 

•*  No  compounder  fhall  let  out  or  lend  his  mill  or  other  utenfils  for  making  cyder  or  perry, 
iwithout  giving  three  days  previous  notice  to  the  proper  officer  to  attend  and  charge  the  duties ; 
unlefs  the  cyder  or  perry  be  the  property  of  another  compounder,  or  of  fome  other  pcrfon  not 
liable  to  the  duty ;  and  no  part  of  it  fhall  be  removed  without  a  certificate,  under  a  penalty  of 
ten  pounds. 

**  Perfons  ufing  their  own  mills,  &c.  or  procuring  cyder  or  perry  to  be  made  at  the  mills, 
&c.  of  any  other  perfon,  fhall  be  deemed  makers. 

**  Compounders  for  malt  fhall  not  be  liable  to  compound  or  pay  duties  for  cyder  or  perry,  to 
be  made  and  confumed  in  their  own  families,  unlefs  they  fhall  fell  or  otberwife  difpofe  of  any 
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1763  part  thereof;  in  which  cafe,  they  ihall  comply  with- the  dire£tion«  given  with  rcfpcft  to  com* 
pounders  in  like  circamfiances, 

**  'Occupiers  of  tenements  not  rated  above  forty  Ihillings  peranpum  to  the  land  tax,  and  not 
making  more  than  four  hogiheads  of  cyder  and  perry  in  tlie  whole  year,  ihall  be  exempted 
from  duties  or  compounding. 

*^  Thefe  new  duties  on  cyder  and  perry  fliall  be  drawn  back  on  exportation  ;  and  upon  dif- 
tillation  thereof  into  low  wines  and  fpirits  ;  and  upon  the  (ame  being  made  into  vinegar,  and 
charged  with  duties  as  fuch. 

"  The  penalty  of  oppoiing  an  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  or  of  rcfcuing  or  (laving 
any  cyder  or  perry  after  any  feizure  thereof,  ihall  be  fifty  pounds,  for  every  fuch  offence. 
Informations  for  offences  againft  this  aft  by  the  makers  of  cyder  or  perry,  ihall  be  laid  within 
three  months  after  being  committed ;  and  notice  thereof  ihall  be  given  them. 

**  Perfons  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  any  jufticc  of  the  peace  touching  the  duties  or  pe- 
nalties, may  appeal  to  the  quarter  feffions,  and  tlie  determination  of  the  faid  court  iliall  be  final. 

*^  Appellants  fhall  give  notice  to  the  other  parties,  and  the  court  ihall  award  coils  as  tliey 
fee  fit,  to  be  levied  by  diilraint. 

**  For  want  of  fufficient  time  intervening,  an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  fecond  quarter 
feffions. 

^*  A  re-hearing  ihall  be  had  of  the  merits  of  the  cafe  upon  appeals ;  and  defeats  of  form  in 
the  original  proceedings  may  be  reftified  by  the  qourt. 

**  All  powers,  rules,  methods,  penalties  and  claufes  in  a£l  xii.  Car.  II.  or  in  any  other  aft 
relating  to  the  revenue  of  excife,  where  not  altered  by  this  aft,  ihall  be  put  into  execution  with 
reipeft  to  the  duties  on  cyder  and  perry. 

*'  The  penalties  and  forfeitures  relating  thereto,  ihall  be  recovered  or  mitigated  as  by  the  laws 
of  excife,  or  in  the  courts  at  Weitminfler,  or  the  court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  and  ihall 
be  employed,  half  to  the  ufe  of  the  King,  and  half  to  him  that  fliall  fue. 

•*  The  duty  on  cyder  and  perry  brought  from  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  or  Alderney,  ihall  be 
paid  by  the  importer  before  landing,  on  penalty  of  being  feized  and  forfeited. 

*^  The  monies  arifing  by  the  refpefiive  duties  granted  by  this  aft,  ihall  be  entered  in  proper 
books  in  the  auditors  office,  feparately  from  each  other  and  from  all  other  monies;  and  ihall 
be  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  s^nnuities  chargeable  on  the  principal  fum  of  five  millions 
borrowed  on  the  credit  of  this  aft."  •  . 

The  part  of  this  aft  which  related  the  duty  on  cyder  and  perry,  with  the  mode  ofcollcfting 
at,  was  debated  with  uncommon  violence  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  a  very  ilrong 
proteft  was  entered  in  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  againil  it.  Nay,  fo  general  was  the 
^lifapprobation  of  it,  that  many  feared  the  revival  of  that  fpirit  which  was  raifed  by  a  fcheme  of 
•excife  in  th,e  year  1733,  when  not  only  the  political  but  perfonal  exiilence  of  a  great  Miniiler 
was  in  imminent  danger.  The  city  of  London  not  only  inftruftcd  its  reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament, but  petitioned  the  different  branches  of  the  legiilature  againil  it ;  ^while  fome  of  the 
conilant  friends  of  adminiilration  withdrew  dieir  fupport  on  this  occaiion.  Yet  we  now  find 
that  many  perfons  of  great  property  and  political  talents  are  become  converts  to  this  mode  of 
raifing  taxes,  and  do  not  hefitate  to  fupport  the  opinion,  that  an  extenfion  of  the  excife  laws 
merely  to  objefts,  without  enlarging  the  power,  would  produce  a  great  public  benefit,  by  the  ' 
augmentation  it  would  occafion  in  the  public  revenues. 

The 
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1763       The  produce  of  South  Carolina  entered  for  exportation  from  the  port  df  Charles-town,  ftofft 
th'e  twentjr-tbird  of  December  1 761,  the  day  the  iirft  veflel  with  ri(Se>  of  cfo^  I7.61,  was  cleared 
out,  to  thefifft  of  September  176a,  both  days  inclufive. 
Rice,  —  — .  — 


Indigo, 

Slaves, 

Shingles, 

Corn, 

Peas, 

Butter, 

Deer  fkins^ 


Pitch,  — 

Tar,  — 

Tobacco^ 

Rofin,  — 

Tarnied' leather. 

Tallow, 

Fifli,  — 

Timber,  &c. 

Oranges,  — 

Soap, 

Potatoes,  — 

Laths,^  — 

Turpentine, 

Beef  — 

Bacon^ 

Candles,  myrtle  wax,^ 

Oats,  — 

Hoops, 

Reeds,  — 

Handfpikes, 

Fttrs,  — 


65,28?  barrels. 
249,000  pounds  weight,. 

157,880 — 

674,746  

2^194  biiihels. 
3,980  barfels. 
8  ktgt. 
33  f  hogflie^ds. 
ii  calks. 
ii^  bundles, 
f  ,643  l6ofe*. 
3,110  barrels. 

X1I19  

i'4  hogfheads*. 

19  barrels* 
2,^693  fides. 

32  barrels.. 

41  

103,^93  feet. 

4  barrels, 
ibo  boxes. 

20  bufhels*. 

3tSOO 
jTjj  barrels. 

II       \ 

1,648  pounds  weight, 

i^  bQxes. 

388  bulhels.. 

400 
360 
i:  hogfheadl 

1  bundle, 

2  barrels. 
t  caik.  * 
6  . 

5  barrels.. 


Pink  root,  *^  •— 

Beeswax^  .—  — .  _  .^ 

Hams,  —  --  .^ 

The  followhig  is  a  lift  of  the  prize  goods  taken  at  the  Havannah : 

Sugar,  —  —  —  5,841  chefts.. 

Cocpa^  —  —  —  3^384  ferons. 

■  —  —  —  —  .3  cafks. 

Jefoits  bark,  —  .  —  laa  ferons. 


Hides 


d 
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3,90a 

475 '  balesr- 
4,876  feronsx 
59,2 1 J  pieces. 

2,003 

.      78 


Hide  mthchairr  —  —  — 

Tanned  hides,,  — ^  —  — 

Tobacco,  «^  —  — 

Snuff,  —  — 

Logwoody  ■■*"  ""^  .  "^ 

Fuftickr  —  — 

Timber^  —  —  —  — r 

Cedar  plank*,  — .      .  — .  — 

Cochineal,                —                —                —                —  7  ferons. 

Tortoifefhell,                —                  —         .           "*  ^  "^• 
Of  which,  and  the  reft  of  the  plunder,  the  firft  diftribution  amounted  to  five  taindred  and  li»* 
teen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds  three  (hillings. 

It  appears  by  the  Georgia  iSazette,  that  from  the  fifth  of  January  1762^  to  the  fifth  of  Ja^ 
nuary  1763^  the  exports  of  that  province  were, 

Rice,                —                —               —      .         —  7»44^.  barrefs. 

...»                  -«                —                -*—                —  119  half  barrelsv 

—                —  9»633  pounds  weights 

-«                 •""          .             "^  9^  hogflieads* 

—                          —  832  bundles* 

—  —                    —  13  bundles. 

—  —  —      .         4i7»449  f^t. 
—                —      —  292  barrels* 

—  —  688,045 

—  —  359>oo^ . 

—  —•    ^  "•  38  barrels. 

—  —  —  1,250  bulbels* 

—  —  —  776  


Indigo, 
Deer  (kins. 


Beaver  ikins, 
Pine  timber, 
Pork,  — 

Shingles, 

Staves  and  heading. 
Beef, 

Indian  corn, 
Rough  rice, 
Tar,  — 

Tanned  leather. 
Hoops,  — 

Handfpikes, 
Bars,  — 


—  — -  —  246  barrels* 

—  —  —  r,6o2  fides» 
—                   —                    10,500 

—  —  —  1,050 

—  —  —  2,033 

.  In  the  fummer  of  this  year,  a  very  uncommon  number  of  bankruptcies  took  place  at  Am- 
fterdam,  Hamburg,  and  feveral  other  principal  towns  in  Germany.  They  began  at  Amfter- 
dam  the  latter  end  of  July,  by  the  failure  of  two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Neuville,  for  between 
three  and  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  and  that  of  a  Jew  for  a  very  confiderable  fum» 
Thef6  two  bankruptcies  occafioned,  or  at  leaft  hailened  a  iloppage  of  payment^  by  no  lefs  than 
eighteen  h6ufe$  in  that  city :  they  were  followed  by  a  ftill  greater  number  of  failures  at  Hani, 
burg  and  other  places,  which  gave  fuch  a  blow  to  private  credit*  as  almoft  wholly  to  interrupt, 
for  fome  time,  the  courie  of  commercial  tranfa£tions.  But  the  Lombard  houfes  at  Amfter- 
dam  and  Hamburg  flood  forward  on  the  occafion,  and,  by  advancing  large  fun>s  of  ready 
money  to  fuch  as  could  give  a  proper  fecurity,  reftored  credit  to  its  former  funAigns,  and  libe- 
rated commerce  from  the  oppreifions  beneath  which  it  had  flruggled. 

.    On  tliis  occafion  feveral  merchants,  on  (hewing  their  books  to  perfons  appointed  to  examine 
them,  were  prote£ted  from  arrefis  by  the  magift rates :  an  exercife  of  power  which  had  the 

public 
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1763  public  intcrcft  for  its  objcft,  and  Ihould  be  adopted,  both,a$  politic  and  humaae,  by  the  legif- 
lature  of  every  comraercial  country. 

Various  were  the  conjcftures  concerning  the  caufes  of  thefe  alarming  failures.  But  they 
were  chiefly  attributed  to  the  large  fums  of  money  left  unpaid  by  the  Englifli  and  French 
armies,  and  to  the  incapacity  or  indifpofition  of  feveral  of  the  German  Princes,  to  call  in  the 
b^fe  aioney  which  they  had  found  themfelves  obliged  to  iflue,  and  had  got  into  a  very  exten- 
fivc  circulation  during  tlie  courfe  of  the  war. 

The  marine  Jbciety,  with  that  truly  patriotic  fpirit  which  has  ever  animated  its  exertions, 
not  only  received  all  thofe  boys,  under  fixtecn  years  of  age,  which  it  had  fent  to  fea,  who 
thought  proper,  on  being  difcharged  from  the  King's  fervice,  to  apply  to  them  for  affiftancc, 
but  even  invited  them  to  make  application  to  their  proteflion  and  aflidance.  Of  fuch  the  fo- 
cicty  put  out. 

To  filhermen,  —  —  — •  *   —  —  15 

To  mechanic  trades,  .  —  —  —  —  71 

To  manufadlurers,  —  —  —  —  —  17 

To  public  houfes,  ■—  —  —  —  —  6 

To  the  merchants  fervice,  ^  —  —  —  —  26 

-  -t 

To  the  King's  fea  officers,  who  engaged  to  keep  them  for  three  years,  80 

Sent  home  to  their  friends  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  —  —                9 

Sent  home  to  their  friends  in  England,                —  —  —                   20 

T9  Agriculture,                —                —                   —  —  —         .       1 

To  watermen  and  lightermen,                —                —  —  —                9 

Affifted  to  procure  matters  for  themfelves,                —  —  —              17 

Cloathed  and  provided  for  themfelves,                -*  —  —                    21 


Total, 


29s 


The  Dublin  fociety,  infpired  alfo  by  a  fimilar  zeal  for  the  public  good,  propofcd  to  the  firft 
hundred  foldicrs  or  failors  who  ferved  his  Majefty  out  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  being 
honourably  difcharged  from  the  fervice,  fliould  take  leafes  of  lives  of  any  lands  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Leinfter,  Munfter,  and  Connaught,  not  lefs  than  five  or  more  than  twenty  acres, 
in  the  year  1763,  and  hold  the  fame  one  year  from  their  taking  pofltflion  of  the.faid  lands',  on 
producing  a  certificate  of  their  induftry,  and  being  likely  to  contmue,  from  the  clergyman  of 
the  parifh  or  two  neighbouring  juftices  of  the  peace,  five  pounds  each. 

And  to  the  firft  ten  landlords  of  the  provinces  of  Leinfter,  Munfter,  and  Connaught,  who 
Ihould  let  fuch  farms  to  fuch  tenants  as  above,  not  lefs  than  five  farms  by  each  landlord,  a 
gold  medal. 

The  truftces  alfo  for  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Scotland,  were  not  backward  in  offering  the  fame 
patriotic  encouragement. 

They  wiflied  to  reward  thofe  men,  who  had  planted  the  Britifti  laurel  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  by  affording  them  a  comfortable  retreat  after  all  thetr  toils,  and  to  continue  their 
fcrvices  to  their  country  by  enabling  them  to  purfue  the  employments  of  peace. 
*  For  this  moft  laudable  purpofe,  they  promifed  not  only  lands  but  materials  for  building  and 
implements  of  cultivation,  together  with  fifhing  boats,  tackle,  &c.  and  even  money,  to  fucli 
reduced  foldiers  and  failors,  as  fhould  fettle  on  thefe  eftates.  And  Sir  Ludowick  Grant  and 
Vol.  IV.  B  Mr, 
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1763  Mr.  Grant,  of  Grant,  invited  them  to  fettle  on  their  new  gtotrnd  in  the  counties  of  Invcrncfs, 
Murray  and  BanfF^  with  a  promife  to  let  them  have  from  five  to  fifteen  acres  of  land  rent  free 
for  feven  years,  paying  afterwards  one  fhflling  per  acre  per  annum  for  twelve  years,  with 
timber  for  building,  mofs  or  peat  ground  for  firing,  and  lime  ftone  from  the  quarries. 

The  latter  end  of  this  year,  judgment  was  pronounced  at  Paris  againft  feveral  perfons  who 
had  been  employed  by  the  King  of  France  in  the  government  of  Canada,  and  had  been  found 
guilty  of  mal-adminiftration  in  the  conduft  of  it.  Thefe  refpeftive  officers,  befides  the 
fentence  of  banifhment,  whofe  term  was  varied  according  to  the  nature  of  their  offences,  were, 
moreover,  condemned  to  make  reftitution  of  feveral  fums  in  proportion  to  the  frauds  of  which 
they  had  been  found  guilty ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  fum  of  thirteen  millions  fix  hun- 
dred and  fixty-five  thoufand  livres. 

Livres^ 
The  names,  employments,  and  fines  of  thefe  officers  are  as  follows : 

The  Sieur  Bigot,  Intendant  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  —  4,500^000 

The  Sieur  Varin,  DircSor  of  the  Marine  at  Montreal,  —  800,000 

M.  Bread,  Comptroller  of  the  Marine,  —  —  300,000 

M.  Cadet,  Purveyor  General  of  the  Army,  —  ^-  6,000,000 

M.  Pennifiant,  f     Commiffioners  under  M.   > 

M.  Maurin,  J  Cadet,  600,000  livres     >  1,800,000 

M.Corpion,  \^        each,  J 

M,4Sftabe,  Keeper  of  the  Magazines,  —  —  30,000 

M.  Martel,  ditto,  i—  —  _  —  aoo,ooo 

M.  Laudricre,  Commandant,  —  —  —  _  5,000 

M.  Dechinaux,  Secretary  to  the  Intendant  Bigot>  — •  •—  30,000 


Total,  I3j665,ooo 


As  foon  as  the  Englifli  merchants  trading  to  Canada,  who  were  largely  concerned  in  the 
paper  money  of  that  colony,  were  informed  of  thefe  fines,  they  made  immediate  application  to 
the  Secretaries  of  State  to  obtain  the  fulfilling  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty's  declaration,  with 
regard  to  the  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  government  of  Canada  on  that  of  Old  France, 
But,  as  the  final  determination  of  this  bufinefs  between  the  two  courts  did  not  take  place  till 
the  year  1766,  we  fliall  defer  entering  further  upon  the  fubjeil  till  we  come  to  the  hiftory  of 
that  period. 

Tards. 

The  linen  cloth  ftamped  in  Scotland  for  falc,  from  the  firft  of  November  1761, 
to  the  firft  of  November  1762,  amounted  to  —  —  10,303,237 

The  fame,  from  the  firft  of  November  1762,  to  the  firft  of  November  1763,  a- 
mounted  to,  —  —  —  —  —  12,399,656 

Which  quantity  exceeds  that  of  the  preceding  year  —  —  ^9096,41 9 

An  account  of  the  fums  granted  this  year  by  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  promoting 
the  manufactures,  trade  and  commerce  of  Ireland. 

To  John  Wetherell,  for  preparing  and  framing  the  intended  book  of  rates,  four  hundred 
pounds. 

For 
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1763      For  carrying  on  the  inland  navigation  from  Limerick  to  Killal^c,  two  thoufand  fire  hun- 
_  dred  pounds. 

For  ditto,  from  Inilhannon  to  Dummanway,  two  thoufand  pounds. 

For  ditto,  from  the  tide  water  at  St.  MuUins,  to  tlic  town  of  Monaftcrevan,  four  thoufand 
pounds.         ^ 

For  ditto,  from  Kilkenny  to  Inifteague,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 

For  improving  Cork  harbour,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds*^ 

For  the  pier  of  Balgriggan,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 

For  carrying  on  the  inland  navigation  by  making  the  river  Lagan  navigable,*  and  for  open- 
ing a  pailage  from  Loughneagh  to  Belfaft,  two  thoufand  pounds. 

For  ditto,  for  compleating  a  navigation  for  Ihips  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen,  from  Fathom 
Point,  near  Newry,  to  Drumglafs  Colliery,  in  the  county  pf  Tyrone,  four  thoufand  pounds. 

To  St.  Patrick's  hofpital,  one  thoufand  pounds. 

For  Dunleary  pier,  one  thoufand  pounds. 

For  finiftiing  an  harbour  at  Wicklow,  one  thoufand  pounds. 

For  carrying  on  the  ballaft  ofEce  wall,  four  thoufand  pounds. 

For  re-building  St.  John's  church,  Dublin,  one  thoufand  pounds. 

To  Mcffrs.  Colvill,  Civill  and  Bryan,  to  affift  them  in  leflening  the  expcnce  of  thdr  corn- 
pleating  a  dry  dock  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  one  thoufand  pounds. 

To  the  Lying- in -Hofpital,  one  thoufand  pounds. 

To  the  widow  and  children  ef  Dr*  Mofle,  five  hundred  pounds. 

To  the  Incorporated  Society,  twelve  thoufand  .pounds. 

For  carrying  on  the  inland  navigation  from  Dublin  through  the  bog  of  Allan  to  ihe  Shan- 
aon,  fix  thoufand  pounds. 

For  carrying  on  a  whale  fifhcry  on  the  north  weft  coaft  of  this  kingdom,  one  tliouland 
pounds. 

For  finifhing  St.  Catherine's  church,  Dublin,  one  thoufand  pounds. 

For  enlarging.the  quay  at  Londonderry,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds. 

For  carrying  on  the  inland  navigation,  by  making  a  navigable  canal  between  the  loBg^s 
Foyle  and  Sivilly  in  the  county  of  Donegal,  four  thoufand  pounds. 

For  creating  a  pier  at  Killileagh  in  the  county  of  Down,  fix  hundred  pounds. 

For  re-building  John's  and  Green's  bridges  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  and  Bcnnct's  Thomaf- 
town  and  Cafllecomcr  bridges,  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  and  for  repairing  the  bridge  of 
Enifleage,  in  the  faid  county  of  Kilkenny,  eight  thoufand  pounds. 

To  Henry  Cottingham  and  James  King  to  reimburfc  their  loffcs,  occalioned  by  the  tumul* 
tuous  proceedings  of  the  late  mobs,  eight  hundred  pounds. 

For  widening  the  paflagc  leading  from  Anglcfca-ftreet  to  College-green,  three  hundred  and 
forty  pounds. 

To  riie  city  work-houfe,  three  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  feventy-one  pounds. 

To  Hugh  Boyd,  Efq;  for  his  having  made  an  harbour  at  Bally  CafUe :  and  for  his  keeping 
the  faid  harbour  in  repair  for  twenty-one  years,  three  thoufand  pounds. 

To  the  Dublin  Society,  two  thoufand  pounds. 

To  ditto,  to  be  applied  for  the  encouragement  of  fuch  trades  and  manufaAures,  and  in  fuch 
manner,  and  fubjeft  to  fuch  regulations,  asihall  be  dire£ted  by  Parliament,  eight  thoufand 
.pounds. 

B  2  Tot 
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1763       For  complcating  a  convenient  way,  ftreet,  and  paffage,  from 'Eflex  bridge,  to  the  eft  lc4>f 
^    Dublin,  five  thoufand  pounds. 

For  widening  the  paflage  leading  from  the  Inns  Quay,  to  Arran  Qjjay,  Dublin,  one  thou** 
fand  pounds* 

The  following  general  ftatc  of  the  Land-carriage  Fifliery,  as  it  ftood  on  the  thirtieth  of 
September,  in  this  year,  according  to  the  accpunt  of  Mr.  Blake,  the  original  propofcr,  and  in- 
«         defatigable  conductor  of  it. 

£.       s.  d. 
Capital  advanced  by  the  fociety,  —  —  — •  2,c303    o    o 

Addition  made  by  Mr.  Blake  at  his  own  rifle,  being  borrowed  of  the  fociety, 
on  transferring  two  thoufand  pounds  of  three  per  cent,  confolidated  annuities^ 
as  a  fecurity  to  repay  fuch  loan  on  fix  months  notice,  —  1,500    o    O 

A  further  addition  by  the  fuperintendant,  on  the  thirtieth  of  September, 
1763,  being  wanted  to  make  good  all  payments  to  that  time,     •  — 

Total, 
To  anfwcr  which  fum,  there  is  the  following  ftock  in  hand  of  materials  :— 
Ninety  machines,  which,  with  the  neceilary  alterations  and  improvements, 

coft  —  —  _  _  _ 

Fitting  up  a  receptacle  office,  and  fundry  (hops,  —  — 

Seven  horfes,  to  carry  the  fi(h  to  market,  with  barnefs  and  fadlery, 
Baflcets  for  the  machines,  markets,  &c.  —  — 

Scales  and  weights  for  receptacle  Ihops  and  fea-ports,  — • 

Coft  of  a  well-boat,  and  fitting  up  the  j[ame,  —  — 

Acomjpleat  fet  of  turbot-llnes,  and  other  apparatus  for  two  fmacks  of  fixtf 

tons  each,  —  —  —  —  50196 

A  water-cart  and  tubs  for  the  receptacle,  and  a  large  lanthorn  ercfted  at 

Lyme  Cob,  as  a  guide  to  the  fifhing  boats  on  that  coaft,  — '  28    3     9 


235  »5 

7 

3.735  rS 

7 

C'     *' 

d. 

2,584  12 

6 

914    9 

7 

.      »6o    J 

9 

"9  »4 

3 

48  IS 

4 

146    3 

0 

Total,  4*063     I     9 

Befides  fundry  other  utenfils  in  the  (hops  and  receptacles. 

Thus  it  appears,  fays  Mr*  Blake,  that  there  is  a  ftock  in  hand  amounting  to  four  thoufand 
and  fifty-three  pounds  one  (hilling  and  eight-pence,  to  anfwcr  the  capital  of  three  thou(and 
feven  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  feven-pence ;  and  to  carry  on  the 
undertaking,  in  cafe  the  public  (houW  be  difpofed  to  encourage  and  affift  the  profecution  there- 
of by  a  further  aid.  And  in  regard  to  any  objcftions  which  may  be  made,  that  the  above 
ftock,  on  account  of  its  being  lifed,  would,  if  it  were  to  be  fold,  fall  far  Ihort  of  its  prime  coft  ; 
which,  it  muft  be  allowed,  will  always  be  the  cafe  whenever  a  bufinefs  is  dropjped-fo  foon  after 
its  commencement,  (and,  in  this  particular  circumftance,  it  is  probable  would  not  produce 
fufficient  to  retrabuffe  the  faperiiitendatit  the  monies  he  has  advanced)  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  obfervc,  that  the  alteration  and  improvements  in  the  machines,  which  were  found  neccflary, 
have  put  them  in  a  better  ftate  than  when  they  were  firft  made. — Hence  there  is  the  greatcft 
reafon  to  believe,  that  by  an  additional  aid,  this  under^king  may  be  carried  on  in  a  more  en- 
larged manner,  and  to  the  additional  benefit  of  the  public ;  who  could  not  expeft  that  the 
fuperintendant,  with  two  thoufand  pounds,  (hould  feed  the  multitudes -in  this  metropolis, 

3  when 
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A.  .D  . 

1763  wliea  It  is  well  known  t.hat  the  falcs  at  Billingfgatc,  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  amount  to  between 
two  and  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  But,  neverthelefs,  he  has  brought  upwards  of  two 
hundred  tons  of  filh  from  diftant  parts  of  the  fea-coafts,  which  has  produced  nineteen  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  nineteen  (hillings  and  nine-pence  halfpenny  :  and  if  it 
is  allowed,  as  in  juftice  it  ought,  that  fuch  fifti  has  been  fold  at  lefs  than  half  the  former  ufual 
prices,  the  public  will  find  they  have  gained  an  advantage  of  nearly  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
from  this  undertaking,  befides  the  eiFeft  it  has  had  on  the  general  fale  offtfh,  which  is  proba- 
bly equal  to  more  than  double  the  above  fum ;  from  whence  the  fuperintendant  prefumes  to 
think,  that  his  endeavours  have  benefited  the  public  to  the  amount  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand 
pounds. 

That  this  patriotic  fcheme  of  the  Land-carriage  Fifliery,  fhould  meet  with  the  mod  ftrcnu- 
ous  and  artful  oppofition  from  a  body  of  men  whofc  wealth  flowed  from  the  monopoly  it  was 
intended  to  deftroy,  was  a  natural  expectation  ;  but  that  the  public  fhould  fuffisr  a  plan  which 
proraifed  fuch  very  extenfive  and  folid  advantages  to  the  inhabitai>ts  of  London  to  become 
abortive,  is  an  equal  matter  for  wonder  and  lamentation  :  but  fo  it  was ; — the  body  of  fifh- 
mongers  made  their  well  known  opulence  the  engine  of  carrying  on  their  defigrfs,  and,  in 
the  end,  triumphed  over  one  of  the  moft  beneficial  and  practicable  prajeCts  that  the  patriotic 
zeal  of  a  private  individual  ever  fuggefted. 

If  it  were  the  practice  of  this  country,  as  it  was  of  ancient  Rome,  to  beftow  a  civic  crown 
on  thofe  citizens,  who  by  inventions  or  meafures  of  public  utility,  have  promoted  the  public 
welfare, — Mr.  Blake  would  have  been  found  worthy  of  that  diitinguifhing  reward.  It  becomes 
us,  however,  to  record  his  name  with  all  the  honour  which  this  page  can  beftow  upon  him» 
for  his  public  humanity  in  fuggefting,  as  well  as  for  the  difinterefted  and  indefatigable  zeal 
with  which  he  fuperintended  the  fcheme  of  fupplying  the  city  of  London  and  its  environs 
with  fiih  by  land-carriage. 

As  a  curious  article  of  information,  and,  as  we  conceive,  perfectly  appropriate  to  this  work, 
we  Ihall  give  an  account  of  the  fale,  charges,  and  nett  proceeds  of  thc'La  Hermoine,*  a  Spanifh 
regifter-fhip,  condemned  in  the  high  court  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain,,  on  the  fouiteenth 
of  Septeml)er,  1762* 

£•  S.       dm 

By  the  fale  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  bags  of  dollars  to  fun» 
dries,  containing  four  hundred  and  feventy*fix  thoufand  five  * 

hundred  and  eighteen  ounces,   at  fixty-three  pence  half*-^ 
penny,  —  —     .  —  126,078  14    3 

By  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-fix  bags  of  dollars  to*  fun- 
dries,  weighing  one  million  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  fifty-twa  ounces,  at  fixty-three  pence^  3^519^3  13    O 

O^ober  I  i.-rBy  twenty-eight  bags  of  gold  coin  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  weighjng  twenty-two  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  feventy-four  ounces  three  pennyweights  and  eighteen 
grains,  at  feventy-eiglit  (hillings  and  fix*pence,  •—  90,173  13    8 


Carried  forward,  522,236    on 


14  AN      HXSTORIi:Ale    AMP    CH  R  O  HOL  O  G IC  A  L  ^BE  DUG  T  I  Q  K 

A.   D.  ^ 

1763  iC-        *•    ^-  iC*  ^-    ^• 

Brought  over,  522,2^36    on 

By  four  ingots  of  gold,  at  their  various  allays,  rendered  fix 
hundred  and  twenty-one  ounces  one  pennyweight  fourteen 
grains  ilandard,  at  feventy-eight  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  2,1437  14    8 

By  one  ditto,  as  above,  weighing  eleven  ounces  fifteen 
pennyweights  nine  grains,  at  feventy-nine  ihillings,  46  1 1     3 


By  thirty-four  ingots  of  filver,  as  above,  rendered  eighteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty-three  ounces  three  grains 
flandard,  at  fixty-four  pence,  •     —  S>030     3    S 

By  tbree  ditto,  as  above,  weighing  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  ounces  one  grain,  at  fixty-iive  pence,  — 

By  fix  ounces  fix  pennyweights  two  grains  of  fine  gold,  in 
two  ingots,  at  eighty-fix  fhillings,  — 

Deduft  expences  of  parting  four  hundred  and  forty-five 
ounces  of  gilt  filver,  at  four-pence,  — 

By  fundry  trinkets,  &c.  fold  to  fundries,  for  — 

OSloher  7,— By  four  hundred  and  twenty-fcven  ferons,  and 
three  hundred  and  fix  bags  of  Guiquil  cocoa,  fold  at  Garra- 
way's  CofFee-houfe,  by  public  fale,  in  fixty  lots,  weighing 
together,  nett  one  thoufand  and  twenty-nine  hundred-weight 
fix  pounds,  at  various  prices,  from  one  hundred  and  one 
ihillings  to  one  hundred  and  nine  fhillings  per  cwt.  5*37  <   ^9     2 

Difcount,  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  —  '34    ^    4 


November  ii. — By  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty* 
nine  blocks  of  tin,  fold  this  day,  as  above,  in  thirty-nine 
lots,  to  fundries,  weighing  nett  One  thoufand  and  fixty-iive 
hundred-weight  one  quarter,  feventeen  pounds,  at  various 
prices,  from  ninety-two  fhillings  to  one  hundred  fhillings 
per  hundred-weight,  aind  produced  — '  5*  168    o    9 

Difcount,  two  per  cent.  —  —  129    4    o 


2,484    S  " 


142 

14  10 

5.»7a»8  .3 

27 

5    3 

7 

8    4 

19  16  It 

434    7    7 

S>237  12  10 


5,038  16    9 


By  eight  bales  of  Vigonia,  and  one  ditto  of  Alpagna  wool, 
fold  at  a  public  fale,  in  nine  riots,  to  fundries,  weighing  nett 
five  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  from  three  fhillings  and 
one  halfpenny,  to  feven  fhillings  and  four-pence  per  pound,  141     8    o 

By  nine  bolts  of  canvas,  fold  as  above,  at  thirty  fhillings,  13  10    o 

By  one  cafe  of  faddle-cloths,  ditto,  —  10    o 

iSS    8    o 
Difcount,  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  -  '  —  3  ^7    8  151  10    4 

Carried  forward,  540,765    9    ^ 

2  X 
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Brought  over,  54^7^5    9    6 

By  fixty^one  barrels  of  gunpowder,  weighing  thirty-four 
hundred-Weight,  at  fixty  (hillings,  ,     .  —  102    O    O 

By  a  launch  belonging  to  the  Ihip,  fold  by  Thomas  Mayne 
and  Co.  at  Gibraltar,  for  fifty-one  piftereens  and  one-iixtb, 
at  forty-pence  each,  —  — •  8  10    6 

March  4,  1763. — By  the  Ihip  Hermoine,  with  all  her 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  guns,  (lores,  &c.  fold  this  day 
«t  public  fale,  for  —  r —  3iOto    o    o 

^Afay  i6.— By  a  bounty  bill  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
dated  January  1763,  at  five  pounds  each,  is  -—  825     O    O 


Dcduft,  fold  at  feven  per  cent,  difcount,  iC«  ^^  ^7     ^ 

Brokerage,  one-half  per  cent,  x     i     o 


62  x8    6 


762 


Total  amount,  5441648    i    6 

CHARGES. 

For  freight  of  Ac  trcafure  from  Gibraltar,  —  SiS^S    6    o 

For  duties  paid  on  the  cargo  at  the  Cuftom-houfe,  with 
officers  fees,  and  amount  of  the  fubiidy  1747,  on  the  cocoa 
not  drawn  back  —  -~  — -  31030    6    o 

For  brokerage  paid  on  felling  the  treafure,  cargo,  and  (hip,         747     5    o 

For  all  charges  of  lighterage,  landing,  wharfage,  and  ware- 
houfe  rent,  &c.  on  the  cargo,  &c.  expences  paid  on  the 
ihip  in  Gibraltar  and  England,  and  all  other  contingent 
expences  whatfoever,  —  —  11685    4    6 

For  commiflion  on  the  gold  and  filver 
coin,  —  —  gC*i3>oSS  ^80 

For  ditto  on  remainitig  produce  of  this 
prize,  —  —  1,120  12    o 

— 14^176  10    O 

—————       24,942  IF    ft 

Nett  proceeds^  5^9»705  10    o 

Distribution  •/ tbi  foregoing  Nett  Proceeds^  viz. 

To  the  admiral  and  commodore,                — -                       —                           64,963  3  ^ 

Active's  Share. 

To  the  captain,                           —  *                         —                                        65,053  13  9 

To  three  commiflioned  officers,  at               — •             £.  139O04  14    i  each  39,014  a  3 

To  eight  warrant  ditto,                —                — .                   4»336     3    2  349689  5  4 

To  twenty  petty  ditto,                 —                —                     1,806  10  lO  —36,130  17  8 

To  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  feamen,  &c»                         485    5    4|.—— .76,132  13  o 


Carried  forward,  3i5>983  15    9 
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Brought  over. 


3iS>983  15    9 


Fav<writ«'«  Shajle^. 


To  the  captain^  — 

To  two  commiiGoned  officers,  8t  <-« 

To  fcvcn  warrant  ditto,  •*« 

To  fixteen  petty  ditto,  — 

To  one  hundred  and  ten  feamen,  &c. 


64,872  13  9 

1. 12,974  10    9  each    25,949     I  6 

4,324  16  M  30^273    8  5 

1,802    o    4 28,832    6  3 

484    2    5 S3»^S3  H  4 


iC-5i9>705  i<>    o 


The  Aftive  being  entitled  to  the  whole  bounty  money,  occafions  tlie  difference  in  the  fhares 
between  the  two  fhips. 

Kt  this  period,  a  recapitulation  of  the  different  annual  fupplies  which  have  been  granted  by 
ParJiament,  to  fupport  the  feveral  wars  that  have  been  carried  on  fince  the  Revolution,  will, 
we  truft,  be  coniideredas  an  article  of  neceilary  and  connefting  information. 


King  William  III. 
Annual  Supply. 

1693 ^4,017^079 

1694 S,539io87 

,695 5,036,430 

,696 5»539»853 

1697 5»395>078 


Total,    25,527,527 


1705- 
1706- 


-4,570,488 
•S>075>76i 


,yp7 — ^5,942*381 

«7o8 5,926,849 

1709 6,563,138 

1 7 10— — 6,4a5»268 


TouJ,    59^065,834 


^iV^«* 


Medium  per  Ann. 


>    5>ioS»SoS 


Queen  Anke. 

1702 3>5S^4S9 

1703- — 3'S35>457 
1704 4»ooS>369 


>    S»3^>62i 


1711 6^789,169 

1 7 1 2-— ^-6)680,495 


King  George  II. 
Annual  Supply. 

740—3,874,076 

741 s»oo6,039 

742 5.723.537 

743 5.9  ".383 

744 6,443,538 

745 6,562,902 

746 7.088,354 

747- — 9.389.196 
748—  10,059,094 


Medium  per  Ann, 
I 


.     6,651,013 


Total,    59,859,119 


K.  George  II.  and  III. 

^757 8,350,320 

1758—  10,486,457 

1759—  12,761,310 

1760—  15,503*563 

1761 —  19,619,119 

1762—  18,655,750 


*    I3>2a9,376 


Total,    92,605,636 


Supplies 
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Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  ij(^^^ 

DECEMBER    2.  £.        s.    d. 

I  jij    I.  That  thirty  thoufand  men  be  employed  for  the  fea  fervice  for  1763, 
including  four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  cighty-feven  mariners. 

II.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  four  pounds  per  man  per  month,  be  al- 
lowed for  maintaining  them,  for  thirteen  months,  including  ordnance 
for  fea  fervice,  —  —  —  -—  1,560,000    O    o 


FEBRUARY   3. 
For  defraying  the  extraordinary  cxpenccs  of  his  Majefty*8  land  forces, 
and  other  fervices  incurred,  from  the  twenty-fifth  of  December  1761,  to 
the  thirty-firft  of  Oftober  1762,  both  days  inclufive,  and  not  provided 
for  by  Parliament,  —  —  —  i>588,756  15    5 


I.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  to  fea  and  marine 

officers  for  1763,  —  —  —  —  380,661     3  ii 

II.  For  compleating  the  works  of  the  hofpitals  for  (ick  and  wounded 

feamen,  building  near  Plymouth,  —  — .      '  —  3»poo    O    O 

III.  Upon  account,  to  be  applied  by  the  commiilloners,  of  governors, 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  for  the  fupport  and  relief  of  feamen,  worn  out, 
and  become  decrepit  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  who  fhall  not  be 

provided  for  within  the  faid  hofpital,  —  —  10,000    O    O 

IV.  That  provifion  be  miide,  for  enabling  his  Majcfty  to  fatisfy  all 
tlie  bills  payable  in  courfe  of  the  navy  and  viflualling  offices^  and  for 
tranfports,  which  were  made  out  on,  or  before,  the  thirty-firft  of  De- 
cember 1762,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  —  —  *  3*075, 3;6    o    3 


FEBRUJJtr    14- 
That  proviiions  be  made  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  fatisfy  all  the  de« 
bentures,  payable  out  of  his  Majefty's  office  of 'ordnance,  which  were 
4ated  on,  or  before,  the  thirty-firft  of  December  lift,  and  remain  undif- 
charged,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  -—  —  —  595i423    ^    S 


FEBRUJRr    17. 
Towards  enabling  the  commiflioners  for  putting  in  execution,  an  aft 
made  in  the  laft.feflion  of  Parliament,  entitled.  An  Aft  for  paving  Wcft- 
minfter  Streets,  &c.  more  ciFeftually  to  perform  the  trufts  repofed  i^ 
them,  .  —  —  .     —  —  — 

FEBRUJRr   24. 


^,000    o    o 


I.  Toenable'his  Majefty  to  difcharge  the  like  fum,  raifcd  inpurfu* 
ance  of  an  aft  ptiade  }n.  the  laft  leilipn  of  Parliament,  and  charged  upon 
jibe  firft  juds  pr  fupplies  to  be  granted  in  this  feflion,  *-  1,000,000    o    o 


Carried  over  1,000,000    o    o 

Vol.  IV.  C  IL  Towards 
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Brought  over,  i,ooo,ocx>    o 

IL  Towards  the  buildings,  rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  his  Majefty*s 
ihips  for  1763,  —  —  —  -^  ioo,cx)o    6 


o 


i»ioo,ooo    o    o 


FEBRUARY    28. 
For  defraying  the  extraordinary  expence  of  his  Majefty*s  land  forces, 
and  other  fcrvices  incurred,  from  the  firft  of  November  1762,  to  the 
nineteenth  of  February  1763,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament, 

MJ  R  C  H    \. 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
horfe,  and  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  foot,  together  with  the  general 
and  flaff  officers,  the  officers  of  the  hofpital,  and  officers  and  others  be- 
longing to  the  train  of  artillery,  the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heflc 
Caffel,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  for  ninety  days,  from  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  December  1762,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  March  1763,  both  days 
inclufive,  together  with  the  fubfidies,  purfuant  to  treaty,  — 

II.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  an  additional  corps  of  nine  hundred 
and  twenty  horfe  and  fix  tlioufand  and  feventy-two  foot,  together  with 
the  general  and  ftafF officers,  the  officers  of  the  hofpital,  and  officers  and 
others  belonging  to  the  train  of  artillery,  the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of 
Heile  Caifel,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  for  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  days,  from  the  firft  of  January  1763,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  No- 
vember following,  both  days  inclufive,  purfuant  to  treaty, 

III.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  an  augmentation  to  the  troops  of  the 
Landgrave  of  Heflc  Caflel,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  confiding  of  fix 
hundred  and  fifty-fix  horfc,  and  two  thoufand  k\'tn  hundred  and  thirty- 
fix  foot,  for  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  days,  from  the  twenty-fifth  of 
December  1762,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  November  1763,  both  days  in- 
clufive, purfuant  to  treaty,  —  —  — 

IV.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
four  cavalry,  and  two  thoufitnd  three  hundred  and  thirty  infantry,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain^ 
for  eighty-fix  days,  from  the  twenty-fifth  of  December  1762,  to  the 
twentieth  of  March  1763,  both  days  inclufive,  together  with  the  fubfi- 
.dies  for  the  faid  time,  purfuant  to  treaties,  —  — 

V.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum  voted  laft  feffion,  for  the  pay 
of  an  augmentation  of  the  troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick, 
for  1762,  —  —  —  — 

VI.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  fox  land  fervice,  for  1 763, 


951,249    o    6 


85,158  14    8| 


~  8^7,690  rS    6| 


45,420  16    64 


49»3o8     1     1^ 


TT 


4,328     8     5 
204,329    o    o 


476,23s  19     34^ 


MARCH 


OFTHEORIGINOF     COMMERCE.  I9 

A.  D. 

1763  marcht.  ^  jr.      s.  d. 

I.  To  enable  his  Majefty  to  pay  ofF,  and  difcharge,  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft  of  laft  feflion,  entitled.  An  Aft  for 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  raifc  a  certain  Sum,  &c.  and  charged  upon  the 

firft  aids»  or  fupplies,  to  be  granted  in  this  feflion,  —  1,500,000     o    o 

II.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  fifty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fixty  efFeftive  men,  for  guards  and  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's  land 
forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  and  Jerfey,  including  thofe  in  Ger- 
many, Portugal,  and  Belleifie,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  days, 
from  the  twenty-fifth  of  December  1762,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  April 
1763*  both  days  inclufive,  according  to  their  prefent  eftabhfhment,  and 

for  reducing  their  numbers,  —  —  —  48i»3i7     2  10 

III.  For  maintaining  his  Majefty's  forts  and  garrifons  in  the  Planta- 
tions, Gibraltar,  Gaudeloupe,  Africa,  Martinico,  and  the  Havannah, 
and  for  provifions  for  the  garrifons  in  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Gibraltar,  Providence,  Quebec,  Gaudeloupe,  Senegal,  and  Goree,  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  daysf  from  the  twenty-fifth  of  December 
1762,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  April  1763,  both  days  inclufive,  according 

to  their  prefent  eftablifhmcnt,  and  fOr  reducing  their  numbers,  278,893  11     o 

IV.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  four  regiments  of  foot,  ferving  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  for  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  days,  from  the  twenty-fifth 
of  December   1762,  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  December  1763,  both  days 

inclufive,  — /  —  —  —  7i>38i   16     8 

V.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of  horfc,  ferving  in 
Germany,  and  four  legiments  of  foot,  ferving  in  North  America,  on 
the  Irifli  eftablilhment,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  days,  from  the 
twenty-fifth  of  December  1762,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  April  1763, 

both  days  inclufive,  —  —  —  —  •      16,438     7     o 

VI.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  (lafFofiicers,  in  Great  Bri* 

tain,  for  1763,  —  —  —  —  11,291     8     6 J: 

VII.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  two  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty-three  invalids,  amounting  to  feventeen  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  efiveftive  men,  commiflioned  and  non-commif- 
fioned  officers  included,  be  employed  for  1763. 

VIII.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  faid  number  of  land  forces  in 
Great  Britain,  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  from  the  twenty-iifth  of  April  1763, 
to  the  twenty-fourth  of  December  following,  both  days  inclufive,  being 

two  hundred  and  forty-four  days,  —  —  —  408,372  13    4 

IX.  For  maintaining  his  Majefly's  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  Planta- 
tions, including  thofe  in  garrifon  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  pro- 
vifions for  the.  garrifons  in  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Gibraltar, 
Quebec,  and  Senegal,  for  two  hundred  and  forty-four  days,  from  the 


Carried  over,  2,771,69419    4^- 

C  2  twenty- 


d 


so  AN      HISTORtCAI.     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.   D. 

1763  £.      s.  i. 

Brought  ovcr»  2,771,694  19    4f 

twenty-fifth  of  April  1 763,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  December  following^ 
both  days  inclufive,  —  —  -^  —  281,78x36 


3*053,476    2  lot 


MAR  C  H    10. 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia>  for 
one  year,  beginning  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1763,  —  i'50,ooo    o    o 

MA  RC  H    15.  .^ 

I.  To  enable  his  Majefiy  to  compleat  the  payment  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  as  a  reafonable  fuccour  in  money,  to  the  Land- 
grave of  Hefle  Caflel,  purfuant  to  treaty,  —  —  j;o,ooo    o    o 

II.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  half-fubfidies  of  tonnage  and 
poundage,  charged  with  the  payment  of  feverai  annuities,  by  the  ads 
made  in  the  fixth  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  fixth  of  King  George  I.  to 

fatisfy  all  annuities  charged  thereupon,  to  the  fifth  of  January  1763,  49>558     I     6 

III.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid  oiit  of  the  fame, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  fifth  of  July  1762,  of  the  fevcral  rates 
and  duties  upoii  offices  and  penfions^  a(hd  upon  houfes,  and  upon  win- 
dows or  lights,  which  were  made  a  fund  by  art  aft  of  the  thirty-firft  of 
George  II.  for  paying  annuities  at  the  Bank  of  England,  in  refpeft  of 

five  millions  borrowed  toward  the  fupply  for  1758,  —  48,891   14  11 

IV.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  on  thfc  fifth  of  January  1762,  of  the  additi- 
onal duty  upon  ftrong  beer  and  ale,  to  anfwer  and  pay  the  fevcral  an- 
nuities of  threfc  poimds  per  cent,  and  one  pound  two  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  -^tt  cent,  on  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds, 
part  of  twelve  millions  bdrrowed  towards  the  fupply  granted  by  an  aft  of 

the  firft  of  George  III.  for  1 761,  —  —  —  26,710    o    o 

V.  Upon  account,  towards  enabling  the  governors  and  guardians  of 
the  Foundling  Hofpital,  to  maintain  and  educate  fuch  children  as  were 
leccived  into  the  faid  Hofpibl^  ort,  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  of  March 
1760,  from  the  thirty-firft  of  December  1762,  cxclufive,  to  the  thirty- 
firft  of  December  inclufive,  and  that  the  faid  fum  be  iflued  and  paid  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fiid  Hofpital,  without  fee  or  reward,  or  any  deduftioti 

whatfoever,  —  —  —  — •  40,050    o    o 

VI.  Upon  account  for  defraying  the  charges  incurred,  by  fupporting 
and  maintaining  the  fettlcnlfcnt  of  Nova  Scotia  iii  1760,  and  not  provided 

for  by  Parliament,  —  _  —  —  4>j89  13  ii-J 

VII.  Upon  account,  fol:  maintaining  add  fupporting  the  civil  efta- 
WiflimcntofNoviScbtia  for  1763,  —  —  5.674    i   10 


Carried  over,  225,473  12     2^ 

Vlll.  Upoa 
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Brought  over,  225,473  la    a^- 
VIIL  Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  civil  eftablifh- 
ment  of  Georgia,  and  other  incidental  expences  attending  the  fame,  from, 

the  twenty-fourth  of  June  1762,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  June  1763,  4>i36    o    o 


229,609  12     2^ 


MJ  RC  H    17-  

I.  Upon  account,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  give  a  proper  compenfation 
to  the  refpedive  provinces  in  North  America,  for  the  expences  incurred 
by  them  in  the  levying,  cloathing,  and  pay,  of  the  troops  raifed  by  the 
fame,  according  as  the  adive  vigour,  and  flrenuous  efforts,  of  the  re* 

fpeAive  provinces  fhall  be  thought,  by  his  Majefty,  to  ffieHt^  I33>333    ^    ' 

II.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  1762  —  7»iSi     9     I4 
IIL  To  be  employed  in  maintaining  and  fupjpbrting  the  fott  at  Ana- 

maboo,  and  the  other  Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  upon  the  cbaft  of 

Africa,  —  —  —  —  —  I3>006    O    o 

IV.  For  the  paying  of  penfions  to  the  widows  of  fuch  reduced  ofBcers 
of  the  land  forces  and  marines,  as  died  upon  the  eftabUfhnlent  of  half  pay 
in  Great  Britain,  and  who  were  married  to  them  before  the  twenty-fifth 

of  December  1716,  for  1763,  —  —  —  i>742    o    o 

V.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty^s  land  forced 

and  marines,  for  1763,  —  —  —  33»3Si   17     6 

VI.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majcily*s  land  forces 

already  difbanded,  and  fuch  as  are  to  be  diibahded,  for  1763,  88^704    3    4 

VII.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  the  feveral  officers  arid 
private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops^  of  horfe  guards,  and  regiment  of 
horfe  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of 

horfe  guards,  for  1763,  —  —  —  2,916     %     8 

VI II.  To  be  paid  as  a  reward  to  John  Harrifon,  upon  a  proper  dif- 
covery  to  be  made  by  him,  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  of  the  principles 
upon  which  his  inftrument,  for  meafuring  time  at  fea,  is  con(lru£led, 
and  that  the  faid  fum  be  applied  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  out  of  ainy 
money  unapplied  to  the  ufe  of  the  navy,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer 

of  the  navy,  —  ^-  —  —  5iOoo    o    o 


285,192  18    3j. 

MJ  R  C  H    19.  » \ 

I.  To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum  which  has  been  iflued  by 
bis  Majefty's  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefles  of  this  i^oufe,  6,410    5    o\ 

II.  Upon  account^  for  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hbfpital^  i7^3>  5X9708  13    4 

58,118  19     2\ 


Sum  total  of  the  fupplics  granted  in  this  feffion,  •—  x  3*5^2,039  14    4-j. 

2  And 
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1763       And  in  order  to  provide  for  this  large  fum  of  money,  the  following  re-  ^,         s.     d. 

folulions  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Iloufe  on  the  days  as  follow. 

DECEMBER    4. 
That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the  duties  on 
malt,  &c.  be  further  continued  from  the  twenty-third  of  June  1763,  to 
the  twenty-fourth  of  June  1764,  —  —  750,000    o    o 


DECEMBER    g. 

That  a  land  tax  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  be   raifed,  in  the  ufual 
manner,  for  one  year,  from  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1763,  2,037,854  19  11 


FE  BRUART  7. 
That  all  perfons  interefted  in,  or  entitled  unto,  any  bills,  payable  in 
courfe  of  the  navy,  or  vidlualling  offices,  or  for  tranfports,  which  were 
made  out  on,  or  before,  the  thirty-firft  day  of  December  laft,  who  fhall, 
on,  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  next,  carry  the  fame  (after 
having  had  the  intereft  due  thereupon  computed,  and  marked  upon  the 
faid  bills,  at  the  navy  or  viftualling  office  refpeftively)  to  the  Treafurer 
of  his  Majefty's  navy,  to  be  marked  and  certified  by  him  or  his  paymafter 
and  cafhiers^  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
fliall be  entitled  unto,  and  have,  an  annuity,  transferable  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  for  the  principal  and  intereft  due  on  the  bills,  after  the  rate  of 
four  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  commence  from  the  twenty-fifth 
<]ay  of  March  next,  payable  half  yearly,  in  lieu  of  all  other  intereft,  until 
redeemed  by  Parliament,  the  faid  annuities  to  be  charged  upon  the  fink- 
ing fund,  and  the  fums,  which  ihall  be  liTued  out  of  the  finking  fund, 
for  payment  of  the  faid  annuities,  to  be  from  time  to  time  replaced  out 
of  the  next  aids  to  be  granted  by  Parliament,  —  3*468,977     3     2 


FEBRUART  17. 
That  all  perfons  interefted  in,  or  entitled  unto,  any  debentures  pay- 
able out  of  his  Majefty's  office  of  ordnance,  which  were  dated  on,  or  be- 
fore the  thirty-firft  day  of  December  laft,  who  fhall,  on,  or  before,  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March  next,  carry  the  fame  to  the  Treafurer  of  his 
Majefty's  ordnance,  to  be  certified  by  him,  or  his  deputy  or  cafhier,  to 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  fhall  be  entitled 
unto,  and  have,  an  annuity  transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the 
fums  due  on  the  faid  debentures,  after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  cent. 
per  annum,  to  commence  from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  next,  pay- 
able half  yearly  until  redeemed  by  Parliament,  the  faid  annuities  to  be 
charged  upon  the  finking  fund,  and  the  fums  which  fhall  be  ifTued  out 
of  the  finking  fund  for  payment  of  the  faid  annuities,  to  be,  from  time  to 
time,  replaced  out  of  the  next  aids  to  be  granted  by  Parliament,  595*423    2     5 

3  ^ 

MARCH 
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\.  That  there  be  ralfed  in  manner  following :  that  is  to  fay,  the  fum  of 
two  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  four  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  transferable  at  the  Bank  of  £ng« 
land,  and  redeemable  by  Parliament,  and  the  fum  of  {even  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  by  two  lotteries,  to  be  drawn  at  different  times  in  the  year 
1763,  each  lottery  to  confift  of  thirty-five  thoufand  tickets,  and  every 
blank  to  be  of  the  value  of  five  pounds^  the  blanks  and  prizes  to  be  at- 
tended with  the  like  four  per  cent,  transferable  and  redeemable  annuities, 
the  faid  fcveral  annuities  to  commence  from  the  fifth  day  of  April  1763, 
and  to  be  payable  half  yearly  on  the  tenth  day  of  O&ober,  and  the  fifth 
day  of  April  in  every  year,  and  that  every  contributor  towards  the  faid 
fum  of  two  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  ihall,  for  every 
eighty  pounds  fo  contributed,  be  entitled  to  receive  a  ticket  in  each 
of  the  faid  lotteries,  upon  the  payment  of  ten  pounds  for  each  ticket ; 
and  that  every  contributor  fhall,  on,  or  before,  the  fifteenth  day  of  this 
inftant  March,  make  a  depofit  with  the  cafhiers  of  the  fiank  of  England, 
of  twelve  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  cent,  in  part  of  the  fum  or  fums  to  be 
contributed  by  him  towards  the  faid  fum  of  two  millions  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  and  alfo  a  depoiit  often  pounds  per  cent,  in  part  of  the 
monies  to  be  contributed  by  him  in  refped  of  each  lottery,  as  a  fecurity 
for  making  the  future  payments  refpedively,  on  or  before  the  times 
herein  after  limited  :  that  is  to  fay, 

On  the  two  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

Twelve  pounds  ten  Ihillings  per  cent,  on,  or  before,  the  tenth  day  of 
May  next. 

Twelve  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  cent,  an,  or  before,  the  fixteenth  day 
of  June  next. 

Twelve  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  cent.  on,,  or  before,  the  twenty-firft 
day  of  July  next. 

Twelve  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  cent,  on,  or  before,  the  thirtieth  day 
of  Auguft  next. 

Twelve  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  cent,  on,  or  before,  the  twenty-feventh 
day  of  September  next. 

Twelve  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  cent*  on,  or  before,  the  twenty-firft 
day  of  Oftober  next. 

Twelve  pounds   ten  fhillings  per  cent,  on,  or  before,  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  November  next. 

On  the  lotteries  for  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

Ninety  pounds  percent,  on,  or  before,  the  thirty  firft  day  of  AprU 
next,  forcomplcating  the  payntentupon  the  firfl  lottery. 

Ninety  pounds  per  cent,  on,  or  before,  the  eleventh  day  of  O£iober 
next,  for  compleating  the  payment  upon  the  fecond  lottery. 

Which  feveral  futns  fo  received,  fhall,  by  the  faid  cafhiers,  be  paid, 
into  the  receipt  of  his  Majefly's  exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time  to 

time^ 
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1763  time^  to  fuch  fervices  as  fhall  then  ha^e  been  voted  by  this  Hoafe^  in  £*        s.     d% 

this  feflion  of  Pailiamcnt,  and  not  otherw^fe;  and,  tl)at  every  contributor, 
vrho  ihali  pay  in  the  whole  of  his  contribution  on  account  of  his  (hare 
in  the  annuities  attending  the  faid  fum  of  two  raillions  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  at  any  time,  on,  or  before,  the  eighteenth  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  or  on  account  of  his  (hare  in  the-firft  lottery,  on,  or  hpfore, 
the  twentieth  day  of  April  next,  or  on  account  of  his  (hare  in  the  fecond 
lottery,  on,  or  before,  the  tenth  day  of  0£tobpr  next,  (hall  be  allowed  a 
difcount  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  fum 
fo  completing  his  contribution  refpedtively,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  compleating  fuch  contribution,  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  No- 
vember next,  in  refpfeft  of  the  fum. paid  on  account  pf  the  firft  mention- 
ed  annuities,  and  to  the  twenty -firft  day  of  April  next,  in  refpeft  of  the 
fum  paid  on  account  of  the  firft  lottery  ;  ^nd  to  thereleventh  day  of  Oc* 
tober  next,  in  refpeft  of  the  fum  paid  on  account  of  the  fecond  lottery,       3,500,000    p    o 


II.  That  an  additional  duty  of  eight  pounds  per  ton  be  laid  upon  all 
French  wines,  which  (hall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

Ilh  That  the  laid  annuities  and  lotteriies  be  charged  ppon  the  faid  ad- 
ditional duties  upon  wine,  for  wbicb  the  (inking  fund  (hall  be  the  colla- 
teral fecurity. 

MJ  R  C  H    14. 

I.  That  a  duty  of  four  (hillings  per  hog(head  be  laid  upon  all  cyder  and 
perry  made  within  this  kingdom,  over  and  above  all  other  duties  now 
payable  for  cyder  pr  perry,  to  be.paid  by  the  paker  thereof. 

IL  That  a  duty  of  two  pounds  per  ton  be  laid  upon  all  cyder  and  perry 
imported  into  this  kingdom. 

IIL  That  the  faid  duties  upon  cyder  and  perry  be  charged,  together 
with  the  duties  upon  wines  granted  in  this  feflion,  with  the  payment  of 
the  annuities  mentioned  in  a  refolution  of  this  Houfe,  of  the  eighth  of 
this  inftant  M^rch. 

MJ  R  C  H    19. 

I.  That  there  be  ifiiifd  and  applied  out  of  fych  monies  as  (hall  or  niay 
arife  of  the  furplu(res,  exce(res,  or  Overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues, 
compofing  the  finking  fund,  the  fum  of  «---  — » 

IL  That  there  be  ilTued  and  applied  the  money  remaining  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  Exchequer,  being  tlie  furplys  pf  the  feveral  duties  upon  beer 
and  ale,  granted  by  an  a£t  of  the  iirft  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  after  fatis- 
fying  all  charges  and  incumbrances  thereupon,  to  the  fifth  of  January 
1763,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  - —  —  — 

III.  That  there  be  i(rued  and  applied  fuch  part  of  the  fum  of  twenty 
thou(and  poui^^ j;riatc4  to  lus  Majefty  in  ;hc  iaft  fefi^on,  :upon  account. 


2,000,000     o     o 


47,120    9    6 


Qarried  over, 


247,120    9    6 


■»        •».•-«  -N 


towards 
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1763  Brought  over,  2,047,120    9    6 

towards  defraying  the  cliargc  of  the  pay  of  the  militia  of  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  when  unembodied,  and  of  the  cloathing  of  the 
part  of  the  faid  militia  then  unembodied,  for  one  year,  beginning  the 
twenty-fifth  of  March  1762,  as  (hall  remain  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, after  the  faid  charges  are  fatisfied. 

IV.  That  there  be  raifcd  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills  to  be  charged  up- 
on the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  felCon  ;  and  fuch  exchequer 
bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon,  on,  or  before  the  fifth 
of  April  1764,  to  be  exchanged,  and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  nfianrier 
as  exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in  payment,       i,Soo,ooo    o    o 


^nmm 


3,847,120    9    6 

Th^  an  aft,  made  in  the  fixth  year  of  his  late  Majelly  King  George 
II.  entitled,  An  Aft  for  the  better  fecuring  and  encouraging  the  Trade 
to  his  Majefty's  Sugar  Colonies  in  America ;  which  was  to  continue  in 
force  for  five  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June 
1733,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  feflion  of  Parliament,  and  which, 
by  feveral  fubfcquent  afts,  made  in  the  eleventh,  nineteenth,  twenty- 
fixth,  twenty-ninth,  and  thirty-firft  years  of  the  reign  of  his  faid  late 
Wajefly,  and  an  aft,  made  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  was  further  continued  until  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September 
1763,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  fefiion  of  Parliament, 
4^  further  continued,  with  amendments,  until  the  twenty-ninth  of  Sep- 
tember 1764,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  feffion  of  Par- 
liament, 

That  an  aft,  made  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Ma- 
jefty King  George  IL  entitled.  An  Aft  for  encouraging  the  making  of 
Indigo  in  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America;  which  was  to  continue  in 
force  for  feven  years,  from  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1749,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  tlien  next  feflion  of  Parliament,  and  which,  by 
an  aft,  made  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  the  reigir  of  his  faid  late  Ma- 
jefty, was  further  continued  until  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1763,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  fefiion  of  Parliament,  be  further 
continued,  with  amendments,  until  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1770,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  feflion  of  Parliament. 

Total  fum  provided  for  by  this  feflion,  H9i99»375  16    O 


Provifions  exceed  the  grants  in  the  fum  of  577>33S     i     7t 


Befides  what  may  arife  from  the  faid  third  refolution  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
agreed  to  on  the  nineteenth  of  March;  therefore  fome  of  the  grants,  or  provifions,  made  by 
this  fcffion,  muft  be  extremely  deficient,  if  it  fliould  be  found  neceflary  hereafter  to  grant  any 
thing  for  making  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  1 763. 

Vol.  IV.  D  The 


J 
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1763      The  debt  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  as  it  ftood  on  the  tliirty-firft  of  December,   1762,  was  as 
follows,  viz.  J[.  Sm    d 

Wear  and  tear,  ordinary  and  tranfportSy  —  —  3><^34»394    *     S 

Seamcns  wages,  _  —  —  3,223,297  15     2 

Viftualling  debt,  —  —  —  —  15329,321     9     3 

Sick  and  wounded,  &c*  _  —  — .  113,628  15    5 


Total,  7,700,642     I     3 

From  whence  deducing  the  money  in  the  trea*  1 

furcr's  hands,  -  —  —  503,616  15     3^- ' 

As  alfo  the  money  that  remained  to  come  in  of  the  '»77*»S^7    ^    '» 

fupplies  of  the  year»  —  —  1,267,9001010^ 

The  debt  will  then  be^  5,929,124  15     i^- 


An  account  of  alt  the  public  debts,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  standing  out  at  the  fifth 
of  January,  1763,  with  the  annual  intereft  or  other  charges  payable  for  the  fame* 

£  X  c  H  £  q^u  E  R.  Principal  debt.         jlnnual  intereft y  &c. 

Annuities  for  long  terras,  being  the  remainder  of  ^.  j.     d.  £.        j.    d. 

the  original  fum  contributed  and  unfubfcribed  to 
the  South  Sea  Company,  —  —  i>836,275  17  loj        136,453  12    8 

Ditto  for  two  lives,  with  the  benefit  of  furvivor- 
Ihip,  being  the  original  fum  contributed,  108,100    o    o  7»567     O    o 

Ditto  for  two  and  three  lives,  being  the  fum  re* 
maining  after  what  is  fallen  in  by  deaths,  75>505  '4  io|  9>I55  i^t    o 

Exchequer  bills  made  out  for  intereft  of  old  debts,  2,200    O    o 

Note^ — The  land  taxes  and  duties  on  malt,  being 
annual  grants,  are  not  charged  in  tliis  account, 
nor  the  one  million  charged  on  the  dedudions 
of  fix-pence  per  pound  on  penfions,  nor  the 
one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to- 
wards paying  off  the  navy  debt,  &c.  in  1762* 
nor  the  fum  of  one  million  charged  on  the 
fupplies  of  the  year  1 763. 

East  India  Company. 
By  two  afts  of  Parliament,  of  the  ninth  of  WiU 
liam  III.  and  two  other  a£ts  of  the  fixth  and  ninth 
of  Anne,  at  three  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  3,200,000    o    o  97j28c  14    4. 

Annuities  at  three  pounds  per  cent,  of  i744> 
charged  on  the  furplus  of  the  additional  duties  on 
low  wines,  fpiritSi  and  ftrong  waters,  1,000,000    o    o  30,401   ic     g 


Carried  forward,  6,222,081  12    9^       280,863  14    8 


Principal  Mi. 

b 

jtnnual  intertfl^ 

&c. 

jf.  6,222,081   12 

9i- 

280,863  14 

8 

3,200,000    0 

0 

100,000    0 

0 

500,000     0 

0 

15,000     0 

0 

4,000,000     0 

Q 

121,898     3 

Si 

I>25O,00O     0 

0 

37,500     0 

0 
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1763   • 

Brought  over. 
Bank  of  England. 

On  their  original  fund  at  three  pounds  per  cent* 
from  the  firft  of  Auguft,  1743,  — 

For  cancelling  Exchequer  bills  of  the  third  of 
George  I.  —    ^  —  — 

Purchafed  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 

Annuities  at  three  per  cent,  charged  on  the  furplus 
of  the  funds  for  lottery  17 14,  — 

Ditto  at  three  per  cent,  charged  on  tlic  duties  on 
coals  iince  Lady- day,  1719,  —  1,750,000    o    o  52*500    o    o 

Ditto  at  three  per  cent,  in  1746,  charged  on  the 
the  duties  on  licences  for  retailing  fpirituous  liquors, 
fince  Lady-day,  1746,  —  986,800    o     o  29,604    O    O 

Ditto  at  three  per  cent,  char- 
ged on  the  finking  fund  by  the 
25th,  28th,  29th,  32d,  and  33d 
of  George  II.  —  21,127,821     5     i^ 

Ditto  at  three  per  cent,  char- 
ged on  the  duties  on  offices  and 
peniions,&c.  bythe25thGeo.IL        500,000     o    o 

Ditto  at  three  per  cent,  char- 
ged on  the  additional  duty  on 
llrong  beer  and  ale,  by  the  ift 
of  George  IIL  —  12,000,000    00^ 

Ditto  at  three  per  cent,  charged  on  the  finking 
fund  by  the  25th  of  George  I L  —  17,701,32316    4         540*99614    o 

Ditto  at  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  charged  on  the 
fame  fund  by  the '29th  of  George  IL  —  1,500,000    o    o  S3»343  15    o 

Ditto  at  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  charged  on  the 
duties  on  offices  and  peniions,by  the  31ft  of  Geo.  IL       4,500,000    o    o  160,031     5    o 

Ditto  at  four  per  cent,  charged  on  the  finking 
fund,  by  the  a^  of  the  2d  of  George  IIL  20,240,000    o    o         8^0,985    o    o 

The  fubfcribcrs  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  lot- 
tery of  1 745,   were  allowed  an  annuity  for  one 

life  of  nine  (hillings  a  ticket,  which  amounted  to 

twenty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  but 

is  now  reduced  by  lives  fallen  in,  to  eighteen 

thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  ; 

and  the  fubfcribers  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  the 

lottery  of  1746,  were  allowed  an  annuity  for  one 

life  of  eighteen  ihillings  a  ticket,  which  amounted 


^33*627,821     5     li    1,027,588    5    8 


N 


Carried  forward,            95>478,026  14    2|.    3,240,310  17    9^- 
D  a 


4 
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Principal  debt.  Annual  Intereft^  &c. 
Brought  over,  iC-9S»478,026  14  2^  3»24^>3*o  i?  9t 
to  forty-f{vc  thoufand  pounds,  but  is  now  redu- 
ced by  lives  fallen  in,  to  thirty-feven  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  pounds  ten  fliil- 
lings ;  and  the  fubfcribers  for  one  hundred  pounds 
for  three  per  cent,  annuities  of  1 757»  were  allowed  ' 

an  annuity  for  one  life  of  one  pound  two  (hillings 
and  fix-pence,  which  amounted  to  thirty-three 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  but  is 
now  reduced  by  lives  fallen  in,  to  thirty-two 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds 
feventeen  (hillings  and  fix-pence ;  and  the  fub- 
fcribers of  one  hundred  pounds  for  three  per  cent, 
annuities  of  1761,  were  allowed  an  annuity  for 
ninety-nine  years  of  one  pound  two  (hillings  and 
fix-pence,  amounting,  with  the  charges  of  ma- 
nagement, to  the  Bank  of  England,  to  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  and  fifty -tlirce  pounds, 
ten  (hillings  and  three- pence ;  which  annuities 
are  an  increafe;  of  the  annual  intereft,  but  cannot 
be  added  to  the  public  debt,  as  no  money  was  ad- 
vanced for  the  fame:  and  the  contributors  to 
twelve  millions,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1762, 
were  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  one  per  cent,  per 
annum,  to  continue  for  ninety-eiglu  years,  and 
thentoceafe;  which,  with  the  charges  of  mans^e- 
roent  to  the  Bank  of  England,  amount  to  the  fum 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  thoufand  fix 
^       hundred  and  eighty -feven  pounds  ten  (hillings^  3091979     7     0 

South  Sea  Company. 
On  their  capital  flock  and  annuities  of  the  ninth 
of  George  I.  —  —  25,025,309  13  iif      ,  765,326    3     if 

Annuities  at  three  pound  percent,  of  175 1,  char- 
ged on  the  finking  fund,  —  2,100,000    00  64,181     5     o 


Total,  122,603,336    8    2t      4»379»797  13    8 

According  to  the  bills  of  mortality  of  London  for  this  year,  the  chriflenings  and  burials  were 
as  follows : 

Chriftenedy  Males,  —  7>76i        Buried,  Males,  -^  J3»i47 

Females,  —  7,37a  Females,  —  12,996 

Iaa^'»  J5>i33  In  all,  26,143 

The 
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1763  The  general  hiftorian  would  be  induced,  in  this  place,  to  cxcrcifc  the  pleafing  power  of  re- 
capitulatory obfervation. — He  would,  as  it  were,  officially  enumerate  the  leading  events  of  the 
late  important  period,  direct  the  attention  of  his  reader  to  their  immediate  contingencies,  and 
perhaps  take  a  prophetic  flight  into  the  region  of  futurity,  and  bring  their  more  remote  confe- 
quences  to  his  confideration,  A  comparative  view  of  the  different  nations  who  had  lately  * 
for.med  thofe  grand  alliances,  beneath  whofe  powerful  ftruggles  all  Europe  trembled,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  to  the  conclulion  of  peace,  would  occupy  his  attention,  and  em- 
ploy his  pen.  As  a  Briton,  he  would  trace,  with  no  common  ardour,  the  career  of  Britifii 
glory  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  dwell  with  the  mod  ex-ulting  triumph  on  the  punilhed. 
perfidy  and  blafled  ambition  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 

But  though  we  may  feel  all  the  glowing  enthufiafm  with  which  the  remembrance  of  fuch  a 
glorious  period  muft  naturally  infpire  every  patriotic  bofom,  we  mofV  content  ourfelvcs  with 
fulfilling  the  duty  afTigned  us  to  perform,  and  perfevere  in  that  path  which  is  traced  out  foe 
us.  The  plume  ofglory,  and  the  laurel  of  viSory,  mufl  yield,  in  our  page,  to  the  horn  of 
plenty,  which  is  the  offspring  of  commerce.  It  is  our  office  to  trace  public  profperity  through 
the  exertions  of  national  induflry,  direfted  by  commercial  genius,  inllead  of  looking  for  it  in 
the  mote  flriking,  but  Icfs  happy  progrefs  of  war  and  conqueft. 

We  may  however  obferve,  that  peace  now  extended  itfelf  over  evtfry  part  of  Europe ;  and 
the  late  belligerent  nations  began  to  confidcr  of  the  different  nieans  they  refpeftively  pofTeffed 
of  healing  the  wounds  they  had  received  during  the  late  war.  To  the  north,.  Ruffia  fettled^ 
in  the  moft  amicable  manner,  her  difputc  with  Denmark  concerning  the  dutchy  of  Holflein  ; 
and,  to  the  fouth,.  the  King  of  Sardinia  obtained  a  confirmation  of  that  part  of  the  treaty  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  which  eftablifhed  his  reverfionary  title  to  Placentia,  on  failure  of  the  male 
line  of  the  Infant  Don  Philip,  or  in  cafe  that  Prince  or  his  iffuc  Ihould  fucceed  to  the  crowns 
of  his  family. 

The  Corficans,  indeed,  muft  form  a  little  hofKle  groupe  in  otit  pifture  of  peace  ;:  they  were 
ftill  ftruggling  for  their  liberties  againft  their  tyrannic  mailers,  the  Genoefe ; — and  we  cannot 
help  remarking  in  this  place,  the  necefSty  which  will  oblige  us  to  record  in  another, — that 
they  flruggled  in  vain. 

The  fuccefles  of  the  late  war  had  now  added  a  large  extent  of  territory  to  the  Britifli  empire; 
and  the  national  trade  confequently  pofleiled  a  variety  of  new  objefts,  and  claimed  many  addi- 
tional regulations,  to  dircft  that  internal  energy  with  which  an  unparalleled  feries  of  fucceffcs^ 
fecmed  to  have  infpired  it«  This,  therefore,  may  be  confidered  as  an  important  epocha  in  the 
commerce  of  our  country  ;  and  as  that  compaA,  rcfiftlefs  union  of  its  parts  began  vepy  foon  to 
difcover  fymptoms  of  feparation,  we  Ihall  now  offer,  as  an  intereftingand  very  important  part 
of  commercial  hiftory,.  a  regular  ftatement  of  every  fifth  year  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain,  during  the  courfc  of  the  current  century  to  the  year  1763  ;  as  a  kind  of 
fcalc,  by  which  the  progrefs  of  our  national  trade  may  be  clearly  meafured,  and  its  variations 
generally  compared. 

The  following  Tables,  which  contain  this  ufeful  and  ready  information,  are  taken  from  the 
annual  accounts  given  in  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  may«  therefore,  beprefonicd  to  pof* 
fefs  all  the  accuracy  which  official  care  could  beftow  upon  them. 


IM- 


i 


10  AN      HISTORICAL      AWD     CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTION 


A.    D. 


1763        IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1700,  to  Christmas  1701, 

Cottntrie$m 

Africa.  — 

Canaries,  — 

Denmark  and  Norway, 
Eaft  Country,  — 

Eaft  India^  — 

Flanders,  — 

France,  — 

Germany,  — 

Holland,  — 

Ireland,  — 

Italy,  —  — 

Madeiras,  — 

Newfoundland,  — 

Portugal,  — 

Ruflia,  — 

Scotland,  — 

Spain,  —  — 

Streigbts,  — 

Sweden,  —- 

Turkey,  — 

Venice,  — 

Alderney,  — 

Guernfey,  — 

Jcrfcy,  —  — 

Antigua,  — 

Barbadoes,  — 

Bermudas,  — 

Carolina,  — 

Hudfon's  Bay,  — 

Jamaica,  — 

Montferrat,  — 

Nevis,  — 

New  England,  — 

New  Providence, 
New  York,  — 

Pcnnfylvania,  — 

St.  Cbrifiopher*s, 
Virginia  and  Maryland, 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion, 

Totals, 


Imports, 

Exports, 

C 

s.    d. 

I.         s.     i. 

21,074 

19  8-^ 

>33'499  2  1 

—   "9>773 

13    Si 

40,735  10  9 

—    58*773 

9  10^ 

44,695  8  1  \ 

167,382 

4  10? 

149,644  16  6 

—   762,188 

7  3 

122,048  I  5i- 

65,123 

19   2 

270,564  6  b\ 

—     1 23*940 

—  9 

212,708  7  i-J- 

—   729^097 

18  91- 

1,005,304  5  6 

—     521,257 

16  — 

2,138,569  8  — ^ 

—      285,390 

18  It 

296,144  7  7  J 

384*937 

10 -i 

135,202  2  7 

—    1,614 

8  loi: 

11,444  17  84 

19,696 

18  Q.\ 

9>'56  6  5;- 

-        206,924 

6  4x^ 

277,109  4  10 

—      90*581 

13  2t 

69,201  10  44 

—   73*988 

»8  lit 

56,802  2  2 

532,691 

1  lOj 

430,515  4  94 
389,167  16  2:^ 

■ 

190,509 

18  5t 

70,806  19  2; 

—    386,611 

2  9 

239,102  12  8 

—        56,801 

9  6i 

65,401  12  41- 

718 

-  2i- 

40  13  — 

7.834 

16  — 

7,681  19  2 

ia,888 

5  Si 

8,516  12  4^ 

—   82,110 

6  9 

27*963  13  »o 

—      280,678 

4  3i 

182,045  15  4t 

—     1,079 

»7  7i 

1,065  18  4 J 

—   16,973 

6  3 

13,908  8  3t 

5 

;  5  — 

1,658  9  8i 

—   235,2x4 

14  lit 

105,234  12  8 

3 '.569 

5  4i 

2,191  15  lOj 

—     87,447 

—  8 

19,417  10  lOj 

32.656 
—         982 

7  2 

6  —4 

86,322  13  lit 

—     18,547 

3  6 

31,910  6  6i 

5,220 

6  3 

12,003  16  10 

—        21,581 

9  10 

2,396  I  2t 

—   235.738 

18  4i 

199,683  a  3t 

751,187  12  10 

5,869,606 

9  10 

sports. 

7,621,053  6  5^ 

Exports  exceed  the  In 

a 

i>75»>446  x6  7i 

or     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE*  3I 


A.    D. 

^ 

1763 

IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1704, 

to  Christmas  1705. 

Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

£■ 

f.    d: 

£.         s.     d. 

Africa,  >          —                — 

8.679 

1     li 

65,104  16     3 

Canaries,                 — 

— 

24,949 

19    5t 

19,301    4  Hi- 

Denmark  and  Norway, 

— 

81.348 

18  11 

43' 349     I    4i 

Eaft  Country,                — 

— • 

96,451 

2  ii-J- 

100,281  10  Hi- 

'- 

Eaft  India,                 — 
Flanders,                — 
Germatry,                — 

— 

39i»974 

t7    5i- 

27,004  14  ,  54 

— 

676,381 

8     It 

30    '     3 
978,104  13    4 

Holland,                 — 

— 

572.209 

15    7i> 

1,715,002    0    6t 

Ireland,            —                — 

279,992 

I      2» 

244,057    6    6^ 

^ 

Italy,             —                 — 

'73.996 

10    9i- 

134,466    9  11 

Madeiras,                 — 

— 

8,285 

15    ^i 

19*498    7     li 

Newfoundland,                — 

— 

5,008 

»5    9 

8*596    0    4|. 

Portugal,                  — 

222,542 

19    5t 

818,995  16    7|. 

Ruflia,            —                — 

H2.134 

10    7i 

74.247     I  lit 

Scotland,                — 

— 

57.902 

12    0^ 

50.035  13    H 

Spain,             —                  — 

10,346 

8  10 

22,827     7    6 

Streights,                 — 

— 

196,118  18  ii|. 

Sweden,             —                  — 

- 

205,856 

9    7:5: 

46,747    5    84 

Turkey,            —            — 

SO«874 

11     S^ 

90,443    8    4i- 

Venice,             —                  — 

- 

49,110 

t     It 

17.534    9    8J 

Alderney,                    — 

— 

20 

10    0 

30    0    0 

Guernfcy,                 — 

— 

7.4.'?8 

9  11 

4>ooi  19    Z\ 

Jerfey,             —                 — 

12,521 

6  io| 

1,765    6    4 

Antigua,                 — 

— 

104,278 

5    I 

22,092    5  loj- 

Barbadoes,                  — 

— 

353.578 

18    4t 

127,906    8    0 

Bermudas,                 — 
Carolina,             — 

61     2  II 
19,788    6    8 

— 

2,698 

18    0 

Hudfon*s  Bay,                — 

* 

0     ^\^  T        « /%           ^\.  3 

2,OZI     10       OJ 

Jamaica,                   — 

— 

75.388 

3    4 

125,047  17    7^ 

Montferrat,                  — 

— 

29,702 

14    3i 

6,604  14    8^ 

Nevis,             —                — 

121,576 

I     3i 

20,607    0    4|. 

New  England,                — 

22,793 

4    8i- 

62,504     0   lOj- 

New  York,                — 

— 

7.393 

»     4 

27,902  14    9J- 

Pennfyivania,                — 

1,309 

17    7 

7,206  10    3^- 

St.  Chriftopher*s,               — 

22,053 

14    4i- 

3,591  12     \\ 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 

— 

116,768 

17    Si 

174,322  17    3^ 

Weft  Indies  in  general. 

— 

m 

3'.765    9    5J- 

Prize  goods,                 — 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion. 

Totals,            — 

• 

96,684 

11    4^ 

Export 

V  #\^      #V  V   V              m           ^K. 

192,711      5      0 

4,031,649 

14  io|. 

5,501,677    II      2|. 

s  exceed  tbe  Imports, 

1,470,027    16      4 

Jl  AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DBDUCTION 

A.   D.  • 

1763        IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1709,  to  Christmas  1710. 

Countries,  Imports.  Exports. 

£.        J.     ^.  £'•         s*     d, 

Africa,            —            —             —  14,436     2     4i  69,459     2     i^ 

Canaries,                —                —  27,266  15  10  21,488    6    4^ 

Denmark  and  Norway,             —  60,852     7  — |-  3^iS7^     8  11 

Eaft  Country,                —             —  114,999    6    5^  29,634    5     si 

Eaft  India,                —                —  248,266     5     it  126,310     5     ^i 

Flanders,               —               —  10,494    5  —i  127,080    2    6J- 

France,            —                —  41,101   12  — 

Germany,                —               —  457,878^  14  — ^  97S»8o3  19    4 

Holland,            —              —  637,447   17     9^  2,071,306  12     7^ 

Ireland,                  —                 —  310,846  —     74  285,424     2     9 

Italy,            —            —                —  169,654  16  II  126,089     I     2 

Madeiras,            —             —  6,536    8    3  17,318  17    4 

Newfoundland,            —            —  i3»965     i     4  1 1*874    8     7 

Portugal,                —                —  192,113  —    8i-  614.635     »     ^i 

Ruffia,           —           —             —  HS»725    6    7t  212,318  10  — J: 

Spain,            —            «-            —  271,401  19  loi^  215,935     7    4 

Strcgfcts,                —               —  870  10    5  275,385    3    65: 

Sweden,             —             —  >  7  31585  10    2  27,620    3    *ji 

Turkey,                   —                —  11,610  —  loj  417,690    2     5^ 

Venice,            —            _            _  42,756    9    3J:  45»96o  15  —i 

Alderney,                —                -^  24  18  —  102    4    3 

Guernfcy,            —               —  14,126  12    4  9,769  16    5^ 

Jcrfey,            —             —            —  16,429    7  10  7,094  16    54. 

Antigua,            —             —  i7i>592    3    5  26,954  17  3 

Barbadoes,                —                —  230,047  14     2-|-  64,223  11     9 

Bermudas,            —             — ^  ____.  1,228     2     5 

Carolina,            —             —  .  20,793     9  —  191613  18  ii^^ 

Hudfon's  Bay,            —            —  — 1,160    4    34 

Jamaica,            ~             —  213,990  —    6|:  59»993  ^5    ^i 

Montferrat,            —             —  24,805  13  loj^  2,369  15  10 

Nevis,            —            —             _  95*825  II     2  10,640  16  io|. 

New  England,            —            —  31*112  17     74.  106,338    6    4 

New  York,            —            —  8,203  18     2|.  3'>475  —    9r 

Pennfylvania,              —                —  «>277     2     7  8,594  14    5^ 

St.  Chriilophers,            —            —  44*243  10    ^^  3*698  18     8 

Virginia  and  Maryland,            —  188,429    8    6  127,639  —    Sr 

Weft  Indies  in  general,                 —  5*164    i     i)i  34»383    4  ii-i- 

Prize  goods,            —            —  64,567  18  loj                     — - 

Foreign  coin  and  bullion,             —  _-— -  395*620  —  10 


Totals,  4,011,341     7    44  6,690,828  15    2i 


Exports  exceed  the  Imports,  2,679,487    7  10 


•  ^      tHB     ORI0IK     or     COMMSRCX^ 


1763 


ss 


IMPORTS  and  exports)  from  Christmas  1714, 


Countriesm 

Africa,  — 

Canarie^ff  — 

Denmark  an4  Norway, 
Ead  Countiy,  —  • 

Eaft  India,  —  -- 

Flanders,  — 

France*  — 

Germany,  •— 

Holland,  —     ' 

Ireland  — 

Italy,  — 

Madeiras,.  — 

Kewfoondland,  *- 

Portugal,  — 

Ruflia,  —  - 

Spain,  — 

^trcigbts,  — 

Sweden,  — 

Turkey,  — 

Venice,  — 

Alderney,  — 

Guernfey,  -^ 

Jerfey,  ,  —  ^ 

Antiguai  -* 

Barbadoes,  -^ 

Bermudas^  — 

Carolina,  — 

Hudfon's  Bay,  — 

Jamaica,  — 

Montferrat,  — 

Kevis,  —  - 

New  England,  «— 

New  York,  — 

Fennfylvania,  — 

St.  Chriftopber's,  — 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 
Wcrft  Indies  in  general, 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies, 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion. 

Totals,  — 


Imports. 

£•  Sm  d. 

30,096  12  6 

.68,556  I  I 

103,107  8  II 

94.951  "  7 

579»944  4  2 

25,103  16  I 

47,127  15  a 

656,417  15  4 

436.588  3  10 

389,437  I  o 

438,903  15  I 

7t»49  13  9 

11,288  %  % 

333' 385  6  o 

241,876  7  IX 

302,807  7  10 

.30,041  I  7 

165,631  10  9 

311,903  10  5 

61,19^717  8 

67  12  o 

6,663  '3  3 

9,147  II  4 

162,503  17  9 

386,787  7  3 

5x3  7  xo 

29,158  o  5 

.  •■^"^■•"•■^'"■^■"^^ 

273.747  3  6 

30,675  8  9 

88,161  1^7  I 

66,555  ?2  8 

^1,316  19  10 

5,46*  4  9 

57*536  3  o 

174.756  4  6 

2,366  9  8 


to  CHSIISTMA.S  X^Xj. 

Exports* 

£.  s.  d. 
51,91a  6  2 
46,2x8  16  10 
49,744  6  II 
50,814    7 

36,9*7  12 
251,049     X 

111,019  22 

877.515  «9 

«.945»738    7 
420,0^2  XI 

«6i.534    5 
57*564    9 

8,X20     X 

625,381    91 

»o5.i53  ^o 
395,868    9 

380,^96    5 

37.^35    7 
i8i,jp9    J 

29,382    8 

434    7 
25,06,7.  12 

-      15.  ^36    « 

27»032     s 

144^649    3  10 

x,;Bo9  17  It 

i6,63x  19   .z 

1,402  x8 
1^10,870    7 

4*476  II 
9,498  14    o 

j64,650    7    6 

541629    X    s 

16,182    7    7 

4.077    3    9 
199,274  17    1 

106,629    O  XX 

196,691  17    I 

457.HS  »o    S 


X 

6 

8 

7 
x 

XO 

5 
6 

2 

10 

9 
o 

3 
8 

I 

X 

2 
6 

9 

2 

9 


% 

4 
6 


5,640,943  16    5 


Vol.  IV* 


Exports  exceed  the  Imports, 
E 


7.379*409    o    8 
•.7.38,46s    4    3 


34        AV    HISTORICAL     AMD     C  U  KO  M  Ol  OG  I  C  A  L     DftDUCTlOV 

1763       IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS^  fiomCB&itTMAs  1719,  taCH&isriiAs  1720. 


Cmmiruim 


Jihia^ 


Deomask  and  Norway* 
Eaft  Comitrj,  — 

Eaa  India,  — 

Flanders^  — > 


Gonmanf,  -* 

Holland,  ~ 

Ireland*  ~* 

Italy,  — 

Madeiias,  — - 

Kcwfoandland, 
Poftogal,  «— 

Raffia^  — 

Spain,  — 

Stcrights,  — « 

Sweden,  — 

Turkey,  — 

Venice,  — 

Aldemey,  — 

Guemley,  — 

Jeiiey,  — 

Antigua,  — 

Barbadoet,  — 

Bermudas,  — 

Carolina,  •— 

Httdfon's  Bay,  — 

Jamaica,  — 

Montferrat,  — 

Nevis,  — 

New  England,  — 

New  York,  — 

Fennfylvania,  — 

St,  Chriftopher'i,  - 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 
Weft  Indies  in  general. 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion. 


Totals, 


Imf^riSm 

)      • 

£i9«ru. 

c     *- 

d. 

C     ud. 

«S.3P7  ' 

8 

130,350  14  II 

39»64*  13 

3 

19,845  II  8 

112,263  8 

t 

129,674  —  4 

109.5S7  >S 

10 

98.968  13    4 

93»»44i  10 

tf 

83,811  19  9 

30,836  14 

S 

213,782  19  — 

69.758  »5 

3 

192.372  13  8 

508,432  10 

8 

760,224  13  3 

4»ifiiS    4 

2 

1,915,112  6  — 

282,812  — 

7 

328,583  15  5 

436,169  12 

7 

123,292  15  9 

4.628  17 

4 

39.338  7  6 

14,643  12 

3 

".859  3  9 

3*9.476  3 

9 

775.835  »7  3 

169,932  12 

9 

92,229  I  8 

251,984  19 

2 

499.324  8  — 

43»o«4  9 

9 

342.715  4  3 

i9>.35a  5 

II 

»".555  7  4 

398,564  9 

6 

359.838  17  10 

38.370  » 

3 

19,836  18  5 

35  — 

— 

257  I  6 

11,699  14 

3 

24,371  6  6 

»3»795  »4 

to 

»3.i84  15  5 

172,006  5 

6 

» 8,295  17  5 

312,962  19 

9 

91,011  15  — 

1,897  10 

7 

2,172  9  3 

62,736  6 

8 

18,290  12  II 

10,947  2 

3 

1,897  9  9 

384,691  5 

3 

85,632  6  10 

39.S"  9 

9 

a.965  5  — 

71.695  4 

3 

8,302  8  11 

49,206  ta 

6 

128,767  2  II 

16,836  12 

7 

37.397  19  5 

7,928  14 

10 

24.53'  »5  a 

136,710  — 

2 

12,009  7  6 

331,482  a 

S 

110,717  17  10 

5.666- 

5 

82,539  »9  7 
1,025,829  16  6 

6,090,083  15 

I 

7.936.728  16  6 

Exports  exceed  the  Imporu,  1984^1654    x    5 


OF     THE      ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE. 


35 


A.  D. 
X763 


IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1724,  to 


Countries^ 

Africa,  — 

Canaries,  —  - 

Denmark  and  Norway, 
Eaft  Country,  — 

Eaft  India,  —  — 

Flanders,  — 

France,  —  — 

Germany,  — 

Greenland,  — 

Holland,  —  "" 

Ireland,  — 

Italy,  —  — 

Madeiras,  — 

Ncwfoondland,  — 

Portugal,  —  - 

Ruffia,  — 

Spain,  *  —  ■" 

Strcights,  —  . 

Sweden,  —  "" 

Turkey,  ~ 

Venice,  —  "" 

Alderney,  — 

Gucrnfey,  — 

Jerfey,         '      —       .        — 
Antigua,  — 

Barbadoes,  —  "^ 

Bermudas,  — 

Carolina,  — 

Hudfon's  Bay,  — 

Jamaica,  —  "" 

Montferrat,  — • 

Nevis,  *    —  "— 

New  England,  — 

New  York,  — 

Pennfylvaniaj  ""  " 

St.  Chriftopher's,  — 

Virginia  arid  Maryland, 
Weft  Indies  in  general, 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  — ^ 

Foreign  coin  and  bullion. 

Totals, 


Importu 


I.    d% 

4  — 

s 


6 

9 
3 


y 

IX 

3 

5 
I 

I 

2 

4 
S 


9 

7 


67»SU 

45' 360 

106^09 

209,149 

759*778  12 
72,610    2 

46*572  13 
759,969  i8 

4,262  15 
563,684    « 

333*870  18 

529,424  14  II 

4,049  19  10 

19*243    5" 
410,967  15    9 

250,315    6  M 

437*823  19    5 

98,824  — 

161,884  14 

345>379  O  II 

34.273    3  " 

152  17    9 

7,639     I     8 

9*472  9  — 
217,452  16  9 
360,912  — 

4,829  12 

91*942  13 

11*343  17 
449,408  17 

44*322    5  — 
86,646  IX  10 

72,021  12    6 

24*976    5 
11,981     I 

200,442    4 

214*730    2 
4,428  10  — 

20,136  —  10 


2 

2 

7 
7 
4 


3 

3 
I 

2 


7,094,708    8    6 


X 

X 

2 

6 

4 
I 

6 

2 

8 

5 
6 


Chiiistmas  1725. 
Exports. 

^.  Sm        d» 

284,024  15     10 

45,263  II      10 

62,481  8  II 
105,029  8  4 

93*795*  12 

.  256,852  17 

389,916  8 

1,039*375  17 

24  18 

1.777*724  12 

474*836  13 

151*952  19 

66,672  18 

22,528  2 

780,992  9 

24,847  14  10 

636,192  17  5 

515*633  J 7  — 

38,324  15  8 

252*317  9 

18,614  6 

497  12 

30,281  13 

13*353  9  11 

35»873  8  3 

107,008  I 

7*213  H 

39.182  12 

2*410  17 

182.883  18 

3*385  16 

7*412  5 

201,768  — 

70,650  8  — 

42,209  14  2 

19*982  5 

195.884  II 

239,603  6 

244,876  i6 

2,870,598  5 


I 

It 

6 
t 


4 

9 
8 

I 

4 
I 

4 
4 


3 
6 

8 

3 
6 


Exports  exceed  the  Imports, 
E  2 


11,351,480  It 
4.»S7.77a  » 


4 
10 


t  I 


*3l5              AN   HtSTORte  A  L 

ANZ>     eRROirOX.a9ICAL 

BEPUCTION 

Am-  D* 

2763       IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  fiom  Christmas  i7Z9t  to 

•  Christmas  1730. 

CouHiriesm 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Africa,                — 

-^ 

J[.    STfOSi  18  10 

£.    260,690    2    7 

Ckriarics,            — 

■    — 

22,738  19    6 

33.565  »5    6 

Denmark  and  Norway, 

— - 

95»7i5  »o    3 

51,494  12    7 

Eaft  Country,            -* 

— 

190,540  19    8 

I36»935  16    9 

E^ft  India,            — 

^■MB     > 

»»059,759  18  II 

135,484    I     I 

Flanders,             — 

— 

100,213    9    7 

278,717    9    1 

Frahce,                — 

— 

40,834  12    2 

290.505    9    * 

Germany,              — 

— 

831,390  11    8 

1,092,490    9     I 

Greenland^             — 

.— 

• 

462  10    9 

Hblland,              — 

— i> 

568,102  15  II 

1,766,526  15    6 

Ireland,            — 

— 

294,156    4    4 

532,698  19    5 

Italy,            -            - 

— 

490,694    0    3 

501739    8    0 

Madetra»,                — 

— 

6,365    7    a 

40,831     5    3 

NfeWfoondiand,          -^ 

— 

28,954  12    6 

2^725    3    9 

Portugal            — . 

— . 

228,118    9    6 

i»oi5,754  15    3 

Ruffia,                — 

.^ 

258,802    I    6 

4^275    7    5 

Spain,                — 

— 

518,972    6    8 

777.949    *  " 

Stifeights,               — 

— 

136.4M    S    3 

494f735  H    3 

SWedcfn,.               — 

— 

191,022  15    7 

15,271  II  II 

Turkey,            — 

— 

291,786  17    t 

174,103  13    a 

Venice^               — 

— 

57,916  14    0 

12,928    I    0 

Alderhey,              — 

— 

77  14    ^ 

501  la    0 

...^JiiernlcJ,            — 
,    jcrlcy,                — 

•^ 

8,660    0    4 
»o»393    7    9 

17,689    0    0 
19,878  19    a 

Aiitigta,               — 

— 

268,801    9    5 

32,582  11    4 

Barbadoes            — 

— 

368,326  18    9 

118,240    3    5 

Bermudas,             — 

— 

329  II    4 

68  10    0 

Carolina,                — 

— 

iSi>739  »7    6 

64.785  "   S 

Hudfon*9  Bay,            — 

r- 

12,466    4  It 

a.315    3    9 

Jamaica,       •         — 

— 

5333517  »9    * 

»S5»S66  10    8 

MontferUt,                — 

— 

65»599  14    a 

3»755  »5    3 

Kevis,                — 

—. 

87,229  18  II 

7.65517    a 

New  England,            — 

— 

54i70i    5  »o 
226  10    2 

208,196    5    5 

Kew  Providence, 

■■^ 

New  York,            — 

— 

1,740  ti    3 

64.356  »6    6 

Nova  Scotia,            — 

— 

176    6    ^ 

JPennfylvania,            — 

— 

10,582     I    4- 

48.59a    7    5 

St.  Chriftoipfaert, 

•^ 

^48,135  »6    3. 

30,723    6    4 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 

— 

346,823    a    3 

150.93 »    6    5 

Weft  Indies  in  genen^ 

— 

7,877  12    * 

147,460  19    s 

Spanilh  Weft  liidies, 
Foteign  coin  and  bullion, 

— 

X25t95^  »5    7 

145.995    4    » 
3.4*5.  »53    6    3 

Expo 

— 

Totals, 

7,78okO»,    9    a 
rts  exceed  the  Impoits, 

1 1.974. 135  »4  »» 

4,194,116    5    9 

1763 


'6T    THt     OBIbiN     bf     COMMSRCK^ 

IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  ft-om  Christmas  1734,  to  Christmas  1735. 
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Africa,  — > 

Canaries,  — 

Denmark  and  Norway, 
Eaft  Country^  — • 

£aft  India,  — 

Flanders,  -— 

France,  — ^ 

Germany,.  — 

Holland,  — 

Ireland,  — 

Italy,  —  — 

Madeiras,  •— 

Newfoundland^  — - 

Portugal,  — 

Ruffia,  .  — 

Spain,  — 

Streights,  — 

Sweden^  *- 

Turkey,.  — 

Venice,  — 

Alderney,  — 

Guernfey,  — 

Jerfey,  — 

Antigua,  — 

Barbadoes,  — 

Bermudas^  — 

Carolina,  — 

Georgia,  — 

Hudfon  t  B^y,  — 

Jamaka,.  — 

Montferrat,  — 

Ncviy,  — 

New  Ertgland,  — 

New  PrOTidencc, 
New  York,  — 

Pennfylvania,  — 

St«  Chriftopher's, 
Virginia  and  Maryland, 
Weft  Indies  in  general^ 
Sf^'anifh  Weft  Indies, 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion^ 

Totals, 


ImportSm 

£.  u  d, 

41,663  14  5 

24,121  7  o 

93*507  a  4 

aoS»753  "  ^ 

1,297,400  7  5 

71,584  19  o 

835,180  13  7 

524,625  13  6 

417,421  19  9 

497,064  10  ir 

4,950  19  2 

30,101  12  6^ 

358,056  8  xo 

252,o6&  4  8^ 

659,602  2  X 

95.341  19  S 

213,850  9  5 

126,191  12  7 

52,173  6  II 

55  6  2 

18,672  15  2 

8,840  15  2 

284,480  o  o 

201,973  8  8 

125  9  10 

H5.34*  7  11 

3,Ofo  16  If 

9,479  8  2 

525*395  12  J 

94.550  o  8 

67.370  X3  o 

72,899  15  & 

322  LI  8 

14.15s  8  2 

21,919  6  3 

286,839  xo  6 

394,995  «  5 

26,746  19  10 

16,989  15  6 

8,160,184  O  I^I 


Experts. 

£'     •   '• 

J. 

138,659  0 

2 

34.633  0 

8 

57.570  I 

s 

"0.34+   S 

3 

«86,37S  4 

5 

24i,98<-  IS 

6 

228,462  t 

6 

».  197.7  76  13 

0 

t»954.837  8 

0 

769,244  rs 

6 

162,461  13 

3 

83.947  8 

6 

a5.53S  0 

0 

'.045.533  «« 

0 

54.335  14 

8 

761,760  I 

3 

802,745  0 

9 

a5.5»4^  »7 

6 

292,797  10 

> 

20,417  5 

8 

478  15 

8 

41,101  13 

0 

a6,394  14 

5 

44.203  15 

3 

52,096  13 

S 

285  14 

10 

"7.837  3 

la 

,12,112  13 

2 

2,232  17 

II 

132,490  13 

S 

6,559  16 

2 

7,152  ro 

7 

189,125  5 

7 

385  I 

0 

80,405  9 

4 

48,804  II 

4 

19,868  8 

T 

220»38i  6 

9 

172,095  0 

2 

9.956  14 

It 

4>2i5,303  2 

9 

»3.544»^4*  7  o 


Exports  exceed  the  Imports^  S93^2>9^    6    & 
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A   '  D 

P  £  D  U  C  TIOK 

1763        IMPORTS  and  EJiPORTS.  from  Christmas  1739,  ^  ^h 

RXSTMAS    1740. 

Countries. 

Imports. 

Experts* 

£.        s.    d. 

£.       J.    J. 

Afrka,                  — 

'— 

62,787   117 

110,543  15  — 

Canari?S-                      •^— 

— 

*    2,565  13     2 

• 

^^/tti  ■  0  4   Jt  «  i9*                                                              "^^^ 

Denmark  and  Norway, 

•     — 

89,496   19     3 

70,536  —   I 

Eafl  Country,                 — 

— 

199,623  10     7 

» 35*480    7  10 

Eaft  India,                — 

_ 

870,476   12     7 

281,751     4    9 

Flinders,                 — 

« 

251,123    12      8 

402,697     5     2 

France,             — 

— 

67,094      2      7 

225,060     I  — 

Germany,                 — 

— 

747>795    «    3 

1,091,061     7     6 

Holland,                — 

— 

403,664    6    6 

1,754,204  15    4 

Ireland,                      — 

— 

390*565  —    7 

628,288    9    4 

Italy,                 - 

— 

462,770  —  II 

141,781   10  — 

Madeiras,                 — 

— 

3,019  ^    7 

12,772  15    8 

Newfoundland,                — 

«■■« 

43^588    8    6 

21,562    7    2 

Pc^tugal,                — 

— 

201,603    7     2 

789,046  17    6 

Ruffia,                    — 

— 

300,75r  12  — 

62,287     8    8 

Spain,                — 

VB^^V 

229,134  10    6 

101,635  18    8 

Strcights,                 — 

— 

74,386    8    9 

605,685  14  — 

Sweden,                — 

— 

180,839  17     I 

i5»S57  14    S 

Turkey,                      — 

— 

26,7JB7    7    3 

150,374  19    4 

Venice,                — 

•^ 

62,044    8    9 

12,158 

Alderney,                    — 

— 

194  14  — 

562  —    2 

Guernfcy,                — 

— 

58,279    9    8 

62^700  11     7 

Jerfey,                — 

— 

24,483  17    9 

13,816    2    4 

Antigua,                   — 



172,129  II     4 

36,708    5    4 

Barbadocs,'               — 

~ 

228,811  15    6 

81,859  17    9 

Bermudas,                — 

— 

14  12  — 

632  13  10 

Carolina,                — 

— 

266,560    4    5 

181,821  14  II 

Georgia,                     — 

— 

924    9    8 

3.524    7    7 

Hudfoii*s  Bay,               — 

— 

11,869    3    7 

3.837    2    8 

^    Jamaica,               — 

— 

507,624  19    4 

194,697     I     I 

Montferrat,                — 



7i»S35  i6  u 

4.838    8    5 

Nevis,                — 

— 

36,309  »S    3 

4.254  15    6 

New  England,                — 

— 

72,389  16    2 

171,081    2    5 

New  Providence, 



685 

New  York,               — 

— 

21,498  —    5 

118,777    8  10 

Pcnnfylvania,                — 

— 

15,048  12  — 

56,751  14    9 

St.  Cbriftopher's, 

— 

168,698  15    9 

19,260  18    6 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 

— 

341,997  10  II 

281,428  10  II  ^ 

Weft  Indies  in  gcncralf 
Spanilh  Weft  Indies, 

— 

.  S.339t    S  " 
202    8    9 

320,328    I    4 

'^■^ 

Prize  goods,                — 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion. 

— 

29,747  le  II 

^7.736    3    I 
672,151     3  — 

Is, 

Tota 

6,703.778  10    6 

8,869,939  IS    5 

ft 

Expor 

ts  exceed  the  Imports, 

2,166,161    4  11 

OP  THE  ORIGIM  OF  COM  MERCS. 
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A.    D. 
1763 

IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1744, 

to  Christmas  1745. 

Countriei. 

Imports* 

Exports. 

I.        s.    d. 

£.      s.  d. 

Africa,                — 

~                   11,031  —  II 

71,399  11  — 

Denmark  and  Norway, 

—           92,823    12      5 

68,895  16    8 

Eaft  Country,            — 

—               230,039    18    II 

142,909    8  — 

Eaft  India,                 — 

—      973»705  >3    6 

a93»ii3  12  10 

Flanders,                — - 

—            16,920    7    9 

143*863  —    4 

France,                       — 

—          1,200    5  10 

54,688    II    n 

Germany,                — 

—         674*507  14  " 

1,486,157     7    6 

Holjand,                   — 

—      43^374    9    8 

2,278,018  10    2 

Ireland,               ,  — 

—          i,44M98  »3  — 

910,920    4  — 

Italy,                 — 

—                4SS»»93    2  — 

88,106    4    3 

Madeiras,                — 

—             2,395  "  — 

21,966  II    6 

Newfoundland,            — 

—        28,488     I    5 

28,362  17    4 

Portugal,                — 

—          418,452    9  10 

1,065,156    9    6 

Ruffia,                    — 

—      294,702  13    9 

62,672    3    8 

Spain,                — 

—               168,352  15    2 

82,681    3    8 

Strcights,,                — 

—             7,674    4    8 

422,615  10    9 

Sweden^                — 

— ^      250,707  11  10 

30,310    8    4 

Turkey,                — 

—           225,797  12    9 

786    8 

Venice,                        — 

—        46,445  14    6 

20,551  10    6 

Alderney,                — 

—                  49  10  — 

4^7    5  11 

Guernfey,                   — 

'  —  -    3^.377    5    7 

37,202    4    I 

Jerfey,                 — 

—               27,360  17    5 

i3»955    6  10 

Antigua,                 — 

—           188,650  16  II 

32,769    4  — 

fiarbadoes,  ,                 — 

—      165*779  11    8 

90,813  13  10 

Bermudas,                 — 

—               123    3  — 

487    4    a 

Cape  Breton,              — 

• 

n^\f>        V   ¥         T/^ 

203        I   I         10 

Carolina,                 — 
Georgia,                        — 

--      9 '.847  5  3 

86,815  «3    6 

.    9j9  ^4    1 

Hudfon's  Bay,            — 

—      11*380 16  4 

3,790  10    3 

Jamaica,                 •*- 

—      3S8.385  9  6 

131,322  16    6 

Montferrat,                — 

—  ,  49.139  3  9 

1,145    3    7 

- 

Nevis,                 — 

—                49.3'4  «o    9 

1,399    2    6 

New  England,              — 

—        38.948  10    9 

140,463    4    7 

New  York,                — 

—        14,083    3    9 

S4>957     1     2 

Pennfylvania,              — 

—           10,130    9    z 

54,280  10  II 

St.  Cliriftopher's,             — 

—      212,129    9  10 

21,859  —    2 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 

—             399.423    6    3 

197»799  12    3 

Weft  Indies  in  general. 

—        i4»»59    7    6 

i93»598    9  10 

Prize  goods,                  — 

—         413.728  la  — 

734,447  —    I 

Foreign  coin  and  bullion, 

• 

Totah 

1,425*543  12  — 

s,             7.847. "3    3    3 

10,497*329  17  — 

4 
z 

• 

Exports  exceed  the  Imports, 

2,650,206  13    9 

A^                AM     HISTO«RICA.L 

A     n 

AND     CHRONOLOGICAL 

PBDUCtlON 

£^  ■       Urn 

176J       IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1749,  to 

Christmas  i750« 

C^untrtes^    ^ 

•  • 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Africa,    "             — 

-         I 

'.     29,007 

2  10 

£.   160,791  14  — 

Canaries,                  — 

— 

7,720 

II    8 

30,146    9  — 

'Denmark  and  "Norway, 

— 

90.273 

8    3 

78,052    5    8 

Eaft  Country,    .          ,  — 

— 

334.316 

19    7 

157,000    8    8 

Eaft  India,                 — 

— 

1,104,180 

II  II 

508,654    6    X 

yianderi,                 — 

— 

98,714 

9    7 

422,694    7    4 

France,                — 

— 

66.832 

»5    I 

3^4^385  S  H 

•Germany,                — 

• 

*4S.5»3 

12    6 

1,255.872  14    i 

tureen  land                       ^^ 

6.368 
3*5.487 

»3    S 

12    8 

Holland,                •— 

.^. 

2,204,065    5^  — 

Ireland,                 — - 

— 

612,808 

I  II 

1,316,600    2    2 

Italy,                — 

— 

291,526 

3'  6 

172,159    I    3 

Madeiras,                — 

— 

«.554 

2    7 

20,134    8    6 

Newfoundland,                — 

mimm 

37.372 

19    7 

44,867  II    6 

Portugal,                — 

— 

«44.*76 

9    4 

1,208^248  19    5 

Ruffia,                — 

— 

584,091 

16    8 

111,846    6    4 

Spain,                — 

— 

379,116 

I    6 

i»783>07S  «9    8 

Streights,                — 

— 

64,663 

>7    7 

762,929    5  — 

Sweden,                .— 

— 

187,022 

9    I 

16,162    a    7 

Turkey,                    — 

— 

189,285 

16    7 

172,800    5    I 

Venice,                -«« 

— 

38,576 

3    9 

^»i9»     7    7 

Aldtrney,                «i» 

— 

»47 

14  — 

938    I    3 

Guernfey,                  «• 

— 

3».7S» 

l^    3 

40,942  II  10 

Jcrfey,               — 

— 

23»707 

2    6 

15,772    I  II 

Anguilla,                -^ 

— 

3.075 

3  «o 

Antigua,                     — 



203,453 

II  — 

72,191    3    2 

BarbadoeSf                •— 

'— 

ai5.255 

17    3 

150,097  18  — 

Bermudas,                   «— 

— 

1,986 

10  10 

16,447    3    8 

Carolina,                ^— - 

— 

191,607 

6    3 

i33»037  —    9 

Georgia,                — 



1,942 

19  11 

a>i25  15    5 

Hudfon's  Bay,                — 

— 

8,609 

4    7 

'  4»375  19  — 

Jamaica,                — 

*- 

73«.429 

II    6 

242,349  10  — 

Montferrat,               — 



51.463 

»5  — 

11,406  16    I 

Nevis,                — 

— 

31.738 

8  10 

3*874  10    5 

New  England,                — 

— 

48,455 

9  — 

343»6S9    6    8 

New  Providence,            — 
New  York,                — 

2,462 
35.634 

T  t          M 

— 

1  A          1 

8    6 

267.130 ^ 

Nova  Scotia,                — 

— 

226 

a    9 

13^875  t9    7 

Pennfylvania,             — 

— 

28,191 



2i7>7i3  —  "0 

St.  Chriftophef  s,        ^  — r 

— 

253,200 

14    2 

48,995    4    3 

Tortola,                — 

— 

24,838 

3  — 

1,186  10    6 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 

— 

508,939 

I  10 

349,419  18    3 

Prize  goods,                — - 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion. 

— 

4.213 

4    9 

7.833  H  10 
2,432,923  II    9 

• 

1 

tals, 

To 

7.772.039 

'^    S 

15,132,004  3  1 

Exports  exceed  the  Imports, 

7.359.964, »o    8 

or     THB     ORfdlN    &f    COWMitC'A 
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A.   O. 
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>. 


IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS, 

Countries* 
Africa,  —  — 

Canaries,  — 

Denmark  and  Norway^ 

Eaft  Country,  — 

Eaft  India,  — 

Flanders,  — 

France^  — 

Germany,  — 

Greenland,  — 

Holland,  — 

Ireland,  —  — 

luly,  —  — 

Madeiras,  — 

Newfoundland,  — 

Portugal,  — 

Ruffia,  —  — 

Spain,  —  ■— 

Streights,  — 

Sweden,  —  — 

Turkey,  —  — 

Venice,  —  — 

Aldprney,  — 

Gucrnfcy^  — 

Jerfey,  —  -^ 

Anguilla,  — 

Antigua,  — 

Barbadoes,  — 

Bermudas,  —    .         — 

Carolina,  —  — 

Georgia,  — 

Hudfon's  Bay,  — 

Jamaica,  —  — 

Montferrat,  — 

Nevis,  -^  — 

New  England,  — 

New  Providence,  — 

New  York,  — 

Nova  Scotia,  — 

Pennfylvania,  — 

St.  Chriftopher's,    ,  — 

St.  Thomas,  — 

Tortolsi,  -*  — 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 
Forei'gn  coin  and  bullion. 


from  Christmas  ifS^^ 

Imfortu 

£.    40^254  16  8 

7.874  3  I 

—  73^946  19  6 

—  ^67,228  14  2 

-  1,246,776  II  3 

-  91,623  14.  I 

—  37,002  8  8 

-  696,093  49. 

—  a8,857  i  4 

-  276,237  4p  4 
643.^65  15  5- 
690,136  9  7 

3,075  17  I 

"•        37.105    9  S 

263,080  16  9 

661,740     I  II 

368,464  17  3 

—  137,414  L7  4 
200,049    5  2 

69,687     I  7 

28,886    5  — 

-"  S    S  ~ 

-^         36,085  15  II 

18,016  17  I 

—  2,091    II  2 

—  366,012    19.  10 

-  275.490     >  3 


Totals, .  — 


3^5.525- 

4.437 

7.998 
775,096 

79>972. 
82,463 

59.533 

1.473 
28,054 

487 

32>336 

^69,575 

31.^79 
18,556 

489,668 


li  6 

16  lO 


12 

9 

2 

IS 

6 


1 

6 

3 
6 

II 

6 

3 

3 

6 


12 

17 
10 

9 
II 

18    7 

17  10 


3 
6 


8,772,865      2    !0 
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4a           AN     HISTORICAL  AND     CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTIOd 

A.  D. 

1763        IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1759,  to  Christmas  1760. 

Countries.  Imports.  Exports. 

£•                  J.         J*  £.                  S.         dm, 

Africa,                —  —                39»4io  14    o  345*546    o     i 

Canaries,                —  —              3>'3*oS  5^*859    4    4 

Denmark  and  Norway,  —             58»745  10  10  108,627     3    o 

Eaft Country,            —  —           205,464  16     5  190,217     o  ii 

Eaft  India,            —  —          1,785,679  11     i  1,161,670    6     o 

Flanders,            —  —                 3I9228     3    o  379>093  ii     9 

France,             —  —                       37     5    9  209,946    9     7 

Germany,                —  —        668,076  11     4  1,544,016  15    5 

Greenland,            —  —              10,824    30  27  n     7 

Holland,                —  —            412,397     3     i  1,784,442  11     2 

Ireland,            —  —                904,180  14    8  1,050,401     o  10 

Italy,                 —  —              506,100  15     7  210,096  10    2 

Madeiras,                —  — •              3*386  14  10  3I1605  ii     9 

Portugal,                —  —           299,088    4    8  1,291,560  11   10 

Rullia,                —  —               474,680     29  38,710    o     I 

Spain,                —  —               460,042  13    9  1,048,222  i8     i 

Strcights,                —  —            61,850     I     4  399»8i9     i     9 

Sweden,             —  —                193,340    2     c  135657  13    o 

Turkey,                —  —             58,916  12    6  55»730    o  10 

Venice,                —  —           4i»i38    2    6  6,105    5  11 

Alderncy,.            —  —                      5'     3    6  921     4  10 

Guernfey,               '  —  -*        399I19    4    2  44j76i   18    8 

Jerfcy,-            —             — .  (                 23,003     9     1  27*865  17     o 

Antigua,                —  —       159,162  19    o  101,117  12    2 

Barbadoes,             —  —              223,716  12  11  209,449     6     2 

Bermudas,                 —  —                 70  12     7  ^6>ii5  14    8 

Cape  Breton,            —  — .                  583  11,040  14    5 

Carolina,            —  —       162,760    6     7  218,131     7     8 

Georgia,                —  —            *  12,198  14  10                      

Guadaloupe,            —  —             424,366  18     4  1)8,569    5  10 

Hudfon's  Bay,                —  9»i42  12     5  4>959  'S  10 

Jamaica,              —  —   1,034,282    3    8  585»77'   13    2 

Montferrat,                    —  7S»936  12    4  23,143  13    4 

Nevis,               —  —            4S>750  11-^0  20,3^0    9    8 

New  England,                —  37i8o2  13     i  599*647  14    8 

Newfoundland,                 —  26,360    2    4  56,643     i     6 

New  Providence,               —  >>730    o    7                     

New  York,            —  •—            21,125    o    o  480,106    3     i 

Nova  Scotia,            —  —               701     7    4  52,767     2     2 

Pennfylvania,                —  *                  22,754  i\     3  707*998  12    o 

Quebec,            —  —                   2,154  18     5  51*029  18     5 

St.  Croix,                —                 —           1*657     3     7 

St.  Chrillopher*s,               —  292,470  19     2  149*142     4  10 

Tortola,            —  —                30*35'   ^9    o  397  >8     7 

Virginia  and  Maryland,  —      504,451     i   >i  605,882  19     5 

Britifti  and  Irifli  linens,  per  bounty,       p  188,159    5    6 

Prize  goods,             —  —         465*602  18     5  ^40,336     3     5 

Foreign  coin  and  bullion,                       884, 102  1 1     3 

Totals,  9,832,802  II     1  i5»579>o73    ^    5 
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1763        IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  176a,  to  Christmas  1763. 

Countries.  Imports.  Exports. 

Africa,             —            —             — ^.     18,128     28               ^.    463,818  9  4 

Canaries,                —                —  2»739  13     i  21,032  16  9 

Denmark  and  Norway,              —  89,170  n     2  140,610  10  7 

Eaft  Country,               — i             —  247,060     i     6  ^99»8S7  7  7 

Eaft  India,                —                —  1,0^9,335  18     7  887,083  7  o 

Flanders,               —               —  03,320    3  10  384*  177  la  8 

France,            —                —  43>iS8    5    5  i97»JOO  11  5 

Germany,                 —                —  i,o8c,i07    o    9  2,272,272  16  8 

Greenland,                 —                  ■—  8,117   15     2  22  15  3 

Holland,             —              —  476,383  lO     2  1,910,240  19  5 

Ireland,                  —                 —  769»379  "     *  1,640,713  2  3 

Italy,             —            —                —  948,140    8    o  468,770  j8  4 

Madeiras,            — •             —  i»ii9     3    9  37>^78  13  3 

Portugal,                -—                 —  304,056    o  10  7271623  12  9 

Ruflia,             — .            _              _  801,279     o     7  78,901  I  II 

Spain,            —            _            _  590,506     5  II  1,168,07a  I  3 

Strcights,                —                —  20,276  II     4  325,62a  18  5 

Sweden,              —              —  249,540  15    o  20^49^  i  7 

Turkey,                  —               —  76,004    o     a  93,640  43  11 

Venice,             ~            —            —  31,841   18     4  20,259  14  o 

Aldcrney,                —                —  63    o    o  ^,239  14  6 

Belle-Iflc,            —                 —  17  ^3     7  929  9  6 

Guernfey,            —               »^  127,192  14    5  26,219  ^7  »<> 

Jerfey,            —             _            —  1 7*639  13    4  16,287  9  5 

Anguilla,            —                —  2,369  18    9.  ■ 

Antigua,             —               —  180,347     3     i  101,574  8  a 

Barbadoes,                —                —  252,537   10    o*  ai3,90^  4  9. 

Bermudas,           ,—              —  ■  ■  8,623  '5  ^^ 

Canada,            —                  —  26,85.6  13    5,  H9>S39  ^6  4 

Carolina,            —             —  282,366     3    6  250,132  2  o 

Dominica,                —                —  ____  1,264  5  6 

Florida,                 —                — .  — ___  9,946  3  a 

Georgia,                 —                  —  14,469  18    4  44,908  19  ^ 

Grenades,            —               —  261,552     20  53,ii8  5  6 

Guadaloupe,            —                —  412,303  ib     7  ^i>i59  *  4 

Havannah,            —  249,387     4    8  6,643  'i  ^ 

Hudfon*s  Bay,            —           —  8,567  10    i  4*393  *  7 

Jamaica,            —             —  1,159,023  15  11  584»278  2  5 

Martinico,            —                —  344,^62     7     i  "»4SS  U  a^ 

Montfcrrat,            —             —  59>S7«   ^5  11  ^S^SPS  '8  i 

Nevis,            —            —             —  45,280    9  10  ^9,557  9  8 

New  England,            —            —  74,815     i     i  258,854  19  6 

Newfoundland,            —            —  34ji02  18     8  55,102  o  7 

New  Providence,                 —  6,438     211  ■ 

New  York,            —            —  53*988  14    4  238,560  2  i 

Nova  Scotia,            —             —  4,312910  16,303  3  4 

Pennfylvania,               —                 —  38,228  10     2  284, 152  16  o 

St.  Chriilophers,            — ^            —  234,981   17     9  104,724  7  10 

St.  Croix,            —                —  8,396     5     9  1,144  o  o 

Tortola,            —                —  58,571     4    2  1,901  i  4 

Virginia  and  Maryland^            —  642,294    2     9  555,39^  12.  10 

Weft  Indies  in  general,                 — 39,578  10  la 

Britifh  and  Irifti  linens,  per  bounty,  ■  30,604  6  6. 

Foreign  coia  and  bullion,             —      1,672,674  12  6 

Prize  goods,            —            —  160,516  la  10  201,194  6  7 

Totabv  11,665,036    o    9  16,160,181  16  3 

Exports  exceed  the  Imports,  49495>t45  15  & 
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1764  In.tbe  earif  part  of  this  year,  an  account  was  hrongbt  bjr  the  Lapwing  Packet  from  the  Eibi 
Indies,  that  war  had  broke  oot  in  that  part  of  the  Britilh  empire,  with  circumfiances  of  fach 
ao  onproiQifing  nature,  as  to  caufe  an  immediate  fall  of  foarteen  per  cent,  in  India  fiock. 
^bc  proprietors,  as  may  be  naturally  fuppofed,  were  greatly  alarmed  at  this  intelligence  ;  and 
their  alarms  were,  in  fome  degree^  communicated  lo  the  nation  at  large.  We  Ihall  mention 
the  leading  cauies  of  this  difagreeablc  event* 

>lir.Coffim  Aly  Cawn,  who  had  been  elevated,  in  the  year  1760,  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  Bengal,  to  the  fubahfliip  of  that  province,  in  the  room  of  his  father-in-law  Mir 
Jaffier,  was  a  bold,  fubtle,  and  enterprizing  charader ;  and  feeling,  in  the  utmoft  extent,  the 
difgrace  of  his  dependent  ftate,  was  determined  to  feize  tjie  firft  opportunity i>f  freeing  himfelf 
from  it.  DiiTimulation  was  the  Arft  engine  which  he  employedr— and  he  employed  it  with 
fuccefs ;  for  it  obtained  for  him  the  firm  eftablifhment  of  his  own  interior  government,  by 
the  afliftance  of  the  Englifli  forces,  and  iilenced  all  fufpicion  of  his  future  dellgns.  He  then 
rensoyed  from  the  vicinity  of  Calcutta  to  a  place  called  Mqngheer,  two  hundred  miles  higher 
up  the  Ganges^  which  he  fortified  with  uncommon  expedition  ;  and  having  formed  fuch  an 
army  in  point  of  real  flrength  and  difcipline,  as  India  had  never  yet  feen  among  her  native 
defenders,  he  began  to  difcover  his  real  defigns,  and  to  employ  the  power  he  had  acquired, 
to  the  detriment  of  thofe  from  whom  he  had  received  the  means  of  obtaining  it.  The  firft, 
ftep  he  took,  was  to  fubjcft  the  Englifli  private  traders  to  the  regular  and  equal  payment  of 
duties  throughout  his  dominions ;  and  direfted  that  their  difputes,  if  they  arofe  beyond  their 
own  limits,  fhould  be  decided  by  his  magiftrates. 

This  uncxpeaed  condu£l  of  the  Subah  greatly  alarmed  the  faftory  ;  and  the  governor,  Mr. 
Vanfituit,  thought  it  a  matter  of  fufficient  importance  to  require  his  going  in  perfon  to 
Mongheer,  to  offer  his  expoftulations  upon  it.     But  the  Subah  had  taken  his  meafures  with  a 
fpirit  determined  to  purfue  them,  and  anfwered  the  remonftrances  with  an  equal  force  of 
reafon  and  coolnefs  of  expreffion.     •♦  If,"  faid  he,  "  the  fcrvants  of  the  Englifli  Company 
were  permitted  to  trade  in  all  parts,  and  in  all  commodities,  free  from  the  payment  of  cuf- 
toms,  as  many  of  thcni  now  pretend,  they  muft,  of  courfc,  draw  all  tlie  trade  into  their 
**  own  hands,  and  my  cuftoms  would  be  of  fo  little  value,  that  it  would  be  much  more  for 
my  intercft  to  make  trade  entirely  free,  and  coUeft  no  cuftoms  from  any  pcrfons   whatever, 
upon  any  kind  of  merchandize.     This  would  draw  a  number  of  merchants  into  the  coun- 
try, and  increafe  my  revenues,  by  encouraging  the  cultivation  and  manufafture  of  a  large 
quantity  of  goods  for  fale  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  cut  off  the  principal  fubjeft  of 
difputes  which  had  difturbed  the  good  underflanding  between' us;  an  objea  I  have  more 
<*  than  any  other  at  heart. " 

This  was  a  flile  of  reafoning,  which  was  equally  uncxpefted  and  unanfwerable.  ^  The  rea- 
fonings  of  the  Nabob  were  founded  in  juflice,  and  he  accompanied  them  with  fuch  declara- 
tions as  induced  the  Englilh  governor  to  fubmit,  where'he  was  accuflomed  to  diftate,  and  to 
confcnt  to  regulations  which  operated  very  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Englifli  traders. 

As  foon  as  the  cfFea  of  this  ncgociation  was  known  at  Calcutta,  the  fadory  loft  all  mode- 
ration  in  tlie  aftonifliment  and  indignation  which  they  felt  on  thcoccafion.  The  council  dif- 
avowed  the  conduft  of  their  governor,  and  rcfufed  to  abide  by  the  treaty  which  he  had  con- 
cluded. They  aflcrted,  that  he  had  adbmcd  an  authority  which  he  did  not  poflcfs  ;  that  the 
regulations  to  which  he  had  aflenled,  were  not  only  deftruflivc  to  public  and  private  trade, 
but  were  a  ftain  on  the  Englifli  name ;  and,  that  having  aded,  as  he  had  done,  without  the 
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1^64  advico  or  cpnfcnt  of  the  couacil,  was  an  evident  breach  of  ks  privileges,  to  which  they  could 
not  fubmit.  They  therefore  inflantly  difpatched  orders  to  all  the  different  fedorics,  to  pay  no 
regard  to  the  agreement  which  had  lately  been  entered  into  between  Governor  Vanfittart  and 
the  Subah. 

But  fuch  countera£ling  mcafores  were  not  the  fruits  of  an  unanimous  fpirit.  No  common 
difference  of  opinion  prevailed,  and  violent  difputcs  fucccedcd;  public  confufionthen  follow- 
ed, ^nd  commerce  was  interrupted  in  all  it^  interior  channels.  An  application  was  made  to' 
Mir  Coffim  to  enter  upon  another  negociation,  which  he  refufed  with  all  the  infolence  of.con- 
fcious  power.  No,  otlicr  way  was  therefore  left  to  fettle  this  difpute,  but  the  conteft  of  arms ; 
and  the  Englilb  faftory  having  once  more  proclaimed  Mir  Jaffier,  Subah.  of  Bengal,  prepared 
to.  iPArch  their  forces  intQ  the  field- 
Though  this  war  with  tlie  Nabob  terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
the  accounts  from  Ind;a,  at  this  n^oment,  wei:e  of  an  alarnaing  nature,  and  very  violent  de- 
bates took  place  at  the  public  meetings  of  the  proprietors  toconfider  of  the  prefent  ilate  of  the 
Co;T3pai:iy's  affairs.  The  firft  fubjeft  of  debate,  was  the  conduft  of  their  fervants  abroad,  and 
much  acrimony  mingled  itfelf  with  the  charges  and  recriminations  which  were  dealt  forth 
without  rcfcrve  by  the  friends  of  tlic  different  Oriental  parties :  but  the  difputes  which  arofe 
on  this  fubjeft,  were  foon  loft  in  the  coniideration  of  a  more  extenllve  and  important  objeft, 
the  general  admjniflration  of  the  Company's  affairs  both  abroad  and  at  home.  LordClive 
was  almoft  univerfally  confidered  as  the  only  perfon  qualified  to  be  commander  in  chief  in 
India,  at  this  critical  period  ;  while  Mr.  Sullivan  was  fupported  by  a  very  large  and  refpeftable 
body  of  proprietors,  as  a  perfon  the  mofl  capable  to  take  the  chair  of  the  direftion  at  borne. 
But  Lord  Cliveabfolutely  refufed  to  aft  as  a  fervant  of  the  company,  if  Mr.  Sullivan  was  per- 
mitted  to  take  a  leading  part  in  the  adminiflration  of  their  concerns ;  and,  at  length,  the 
gloomy  profpeft  of  affairs  in  India  determined  the  conteft  to  the  willies  of  .that  nobleman. 
The  diipute,  alfo,  which  had  for  fome  time  fubfifted  between  the  Company  and  Lord  Chve, 
relative  to  his  jaghire,  being  finally  fettled,  and  harmony  fully  reftored,  his  lordihip,  who  was 
honoured  by  his  Majefty,  on  the  occafion,  with  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  the  rank  of  Major 
General  in  India,  fet  out  for  the  fcfat  of  his  future  government  with  the  confidence  of  the, com* 
pany  and  his  country. 

The  rapacity  of  the  company's  fervants  in  their  Oriental  governments,  had  difgraced  the 
national  charaftcr ;  and  if  the  company  had  been  as  attentive  to  public  honour  as  they  were  to 
private  intereft,  fome  cffeflual  methods  would  have  been  already  taken  to  keep  the  perfon s 
employed  by  them  in  India,  within  the  bounds  of  moderation  andjufticeV  Indeed,  tljp  dif- 
pute  between  the  Direftors  and  Lord  Clive,  relative  to  the  jaghire,  had  produced  a  pofitivc 
rcfolution,  that  none  of  their  fervants  fhould  in  future  accept  of  any  gratuity  from  any  I^idian 
Prince  or  Governor  ;  but,  it  is  not  our  immediate  bufinefs  to  enquire  how  far  this  deter,q[iina- 
tion  of  the  direftion  at  home  was  obferved  abroad.  Abufes  ftill  fubfifted,  and  the  wifdom  of 
Parliament  was,  at  length,  under  the  ncceflity  of  exerting  itfelf  in  the  controul  of  them.  ^  The 
circumftances  of  which  alteration  in  the  company's  affairs,  will,  of  courfe,  folicit  our  atten- 
tion when  we  arrive  at  the  period  that  produced  fuch  a  wife  and  falutary  meafure, 

Mr.  Blake,  whom  we  have  mentioned  with  a  becoming  encomium,  in  the  preceding^  year 
was,  with  great  juftice,  releafed  from  the  obligation  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  advanced  to 
him  by  the  fbciety  for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  manufaftures,  and  commerce,  on  his  pledge 
cd  fecurity,  over  and  above  the  two  thoufand  pounds  configned  to  his  difcrctionary  ufc  in  the 
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1 764  undertaking  to  fuppjy  London,  and  its  vicinity,  with  filh,  &c.  And  foon  after  the  Parliamenf, 
convinced  of  the  great  utility  of  the  fcheme,  were  pleafed  to  allow  him  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  pounds  for  the  purpofe  of  encouraging  it.  But  here  the  national  attention  to  what 
may  be  confidcred  as  a  great  national  obj eft,  ended;  Parliament  thought  proper. to  (hew  its 
approbation  of  the  plan  by  this  temporary  grant,  and  then  kft  it  to  fink  beneath  tlie  power  of 
that  monopoly  which  it  was  its  duty  to  annihilate. 

In  confeqaence  of  the  great  incrcafe  in  the  price  of  meat,  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons  was  appointed  to  examine  into  the  caufes  of  it. 

For  this  purpofe  feveral  tradefmen  were  examined,  who  alleged,  that  there  was  an  aug- 
mented demand  for  provifions  arifing  from  an  increafing  confumption  in  London  and  its  en- 
virons ;  but,  on  a  ftrift  examination  to  this  point,  they  were  not  able  to  produce  any  con- 
clufive  or  probable  evidence  of  fuch  an  increafe  as  they  had  fuppofed.     They  then  accounted 
for  this  increafe  of  the  price  of  meat  from  the  want  of  pork  at  market,  proceeding  from  the 
uncommon  plenty  of  acorns  in  1762,  which  induced  all  the  feeders  to  fatten  their  whole  ftock 
of  hogs  in  that  year ;  which  extraordinary  (laughter  was  not  then  replaced  ;  and  that  the  want 
of  one  article,  in  the  general  provilions  of  fo  populous  a  city  as  London,  neceilarily  advanced 
the  price  of  every  other :  they  added,  alfo,  that  the  wet  feafon  had  confiderably  leflencd  the 
weight  even  of  fa^  cattle;  that  the  great  fcarclty  ^fodder  in  1762,  had  reduced  the  breed  aiid 
Itock  ;  ^nd  that  the  failure  in  the  crop  of  turnips  in  feveral  counties,  this  year,  had  prevented 
thofe  counties  from  fattening  the  ufual  quantities  of  beafts.     They  afligned  alfo  the  low  prices 
of  hides  and  tallow  as  an  additional  reafon.     But  after  all,  on  further  examination,  the  falef- 
men  and  butchers  were  forced  to  admit,  that  the  high  price  of  provifions  was  not  exclufively 
the  effeft  of  natural  caufes,  but  artificially  refulting  from  private  combinations,  and  the  want 
of  better  regulations  for  the  fale  of  cattle  in  open  markets. 

Thus,  the  abufes  pradlifed  in  a  matter  of  fuchgenerar  Importance,  were  pointed  out;  and 
we  wifh  it  were  in  otir  power  to  add,  that  an  adequate  remedy  was  applied. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  of  March,  his  Majcfty  figned  a  proclamation  for  the  fale,  by  aufiion^ 
of  all  his  lands  in  the  iflands  of  Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  To- 
Kago  ;  excepting  fuch  lands  as  fhall  be  neccfiary  for  fortifications,  and  other  military  works^ 
glebes  for  miniflers,  allotments  for  fchoolmafters,  high-roads^  woodiands^^  and  other  public 
purpofes,  on  the  following  conditions  : 

•*  That  the  purchafers  pay  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  purchafe  money  down,  ten  per 
**  cent,  in  one  year,  ten  per  cent,  in  the  fccond  year,  and  twenty  per  cent,  every  year  after, 
**  till  the  whole  is  paid. 

**  That  every  purchaftr  fliall  have  one  wliite  man,  or  two  white  women,  for  every  hundred 
•*  acres  cleared ;  or  pay  twenty  pounds  for  every  white  woman*  and  forty  pounds  for  every 
*•  white  man  wanting. 

•«  That  one  acre  in  twenty  fliall  be  cleared  every  year,  till  half  the  land  is  cleared :  five 
•*  pounds  to  be  paid  for  every  acre  not  fo  cleared. 

*•  That  fix -pence  per  acre  be  paid  to  the  crown,  as  a  quit-rent,  on  fuch  lands  as  fliall  be 
"  cleared.  No  perfon  to  purchafe  more  than  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Dominica,  or 
**  five  hundred  in  the  other  iflands. 

"  That  diftrifts  fliall  be  allotted  for  towns ;  a  penny  per  foot  for  ground-rent  for  tenements, 
*«  and  fix-pence  per  acre  for  fields.  No  more  than  one  town  lot  to  one  perfon,  and  five  acres 
*^  of  paflure  land  to  each  town  lot :  eight  hundred  acres  in  each  parifli  to  be  referved  for  poor 
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1764  **  fettlers,  to  be  divided  into  lots  of  not  Icfs  than  ten,  nor  more  than  thirty  acres  each,  to  be 
"  granted  in  fee-firaplc.  The  lands  to  be  occupied  and  entered  upon  in  three  months  after 
«*  the  grants.  No  lands  granted  to  poor  fettlers  to  be  alienable  by  fale,  or  otherwife,  for 
**  feven  years,  except  for  the  children  of  the  firft  fettlers ;  and  all  mines  of  gold  and  filver  to 
**  be  refcrved  to  the  crown,  &c." 

In  the  month  of  June,  fevcral  accounts  were  received  that  our  log^vood  cutters  in  the  bay 
of  Honduras  had  not  only  been  interrupted  in  their  bufinefs,  but  had  been  ordered  to  remove 
fuddenly  from  their  ufual  places  of  fcttlcment,  on  pretence  of  their  having  no  proofs  of  their 
being  fuhjefts  to  his  Britannic  Majefty.  This  accidental  difpute,  for  it  was  no  more,  was 
made  a  fubjcft  of  ferious  declamation  by  party  writers  ;  for  it  foon  appeared,  by  two  articles  in 
the  London  gazette,  that  the  whole  was  owing  to  a  too  fcrupulous  attention  to  forms  in  the 
Spanilh  commanders ,  and,  perhaps,  to  an  improper  negleft  of  them  on  the  part  of  our  log- 
viood  cutters. — Thefe  articles  are  as  follows  : 

St.  James^Sy  July  21  — In  anfwer  to  the  rcprcfentations  made  by  his  Majefty's  arabaflador 
at  the  court  of  Madrid,  upon  the  late  tranfaftions  of  their  governor  of  Jucatan,  and  his  pro- 
ceedings towards  the  Britifh  fuhjefts  employed  in  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras, 
the  Spanifh  miniftry  have  replied, — That  they  have  not  received  any  advices  from  that  go- 
vernor relative  to  this  affair;  but  that  it  is  certain  the  Catholic  King  has  given  pofitive 
**  orders  to  his  governor  of  Jucatan  to  abide  by,  and  obferve  the  feventeenth  article  of  the.laft 
V  treaty  of  peace,  and  that  he  fliall  not  approve  of  the  conduct  of  his  fubjefts  who  aft  in  con- 
tradiftion  to  it. — That  it  is  the  intention  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  that  no  one  fhall  impede 
the  Englifh  in  cutting  logwood  in  the  ftipulated  places  ;  and  he  will  difapprovc  of  his  gover- 
nors and  minifters  whenever  they  aft  to  the  contrary,  and  renew  the  moil  ftrift  orders  to 
"  thateffeft.*' 

"  St.  James^Sy  Scptemher  28. — Laft  night,  one  of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  arrived  from  Ma- 

•*  drid,  with  difpatches  from  his  Majcfty's  ambaffador  at  that  court,  tranfmitting  a  duplicate 

"  of  the  orders,  which,  in  confequence  of  his  excellency's  late  remonflrances,  that  court  has 

"  difpatched  to  the  governor  of  Jucatan  :  in  which  orders  his  Catholic  Majcfly  difapproves 

the  proceedings  of  the  faid  governor  with  refpeft  to  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  the  bay  of 

Honduras,  expreflcs  his  defire  to  give  his  Majefty  the  grcateft  proofs  of  his  friendfhip,  and 

of  prcfcrving  peace  with  the  Britifli  nation  ;  and  commands  the  faid  governor  to  re-eftabli(h 

**  the  Britilh  logwood  cutters  in  the  feveral  places  from  which  he  had  obliged  them  to  retire, 

**  and  to  let  them  know,  that  they  may  return  to  their  occupation  of  cutting  logwood,  with- 

"  out  being  difquieted  or  difturbed,  under  any  pretence  whatever." 

About  this  time,  the  King  of  Denmark  declared  the  ports  of  his  two  iflands  of  St.  Thomas 
and  St.  John  in  America  to  be  free,  on  the  following  conditions. 

I.  No  European  merchandizes  fhall  be  carried  thither  except  in  his  Danifh  Majefty's  Eu- 
ropean (hips,  which  fhall  be  furniflied  with  paffports.  Two  per  cent,  of  the  value  to  be  paid 
on  importation.  All  American  produftions  to  be  admitted  in  fhips  of  any  nation,  paying  five 
per  cent,  of  the  ufual  duty ;  and  thefe  veflels  may  export  any  goods  duty  free.  But  it  is  for- 
bidden all  veflels  to  go  from  thefe  iflands  to  St.  Croix  to  take  a  cargo  in  return. 

a.  No  produftions  imported  into  thefe  iflands  fhall  be  brought  to  Europe  but  in  Danifli 
fhips,  which  had  firft  carried  goods  with  paflports  •,  and  thefe  to  unload  only  in  Denmark  or 
the  Danifh  provinces. 

3  3.  Thefe 
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2764      3-  Thfijk  foreign  prodtt&ions  iball  b^  exempted  from  foreign  duty;  but  tbofe  of  the  growth 
of  St.  Thom?is  and  St,  John  5»re  to  pay  five  per  cent. 

4*  Frauds  fhail  he  punifhed  by  confiication,  wd  a  fine  of  five  rlxdoUars  for  every  quintal  of 
fug^r,  and  twenty  rixdoilars  for  every  one  hundried  pounds  of  cotton>  over  and  above  the  duties. 

5.  Foreign  fugars  brought  from  thefe  iflands  to  the  Dauifh  ftates^  ihali  remain  only  till  they 
can  be  exported  again,  paying  one  per  cent.  duty. 
,  To  incrcafe  the  revenue,  by  a  niinute  attention  to  remedy  abufes  in  the  colledion  of  it,  and 

to  throve  every  poffible  impediment  in  the  way  of  contraband  prafticc,  were  the  laudable  and 
favourite  obje£ls  of  government  at  this  period.  An  order  of  council  was  therefore  pubH(hed 
on  the  fcventeenth  of  Auguft,  fignifying  his  Majcfty^s  intentions,  that  the  laws  Ihould  be 
ftriftly  put  in  execution  againft  fmuggling,  particularly  on  the  neighbouring  coafts  of  the  i(Ie 
of  Man  :  in  confequence  of  which,  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty  were  -x)rdered  to 
ilation  a  number  of  fhips  and  cutters,  under  the  command  of  difcreet  officers,  in  the  harbours 
and  on  the  coafts  of  that  illand,  in  order  to  carry  his  Majefty's  intentions  into  execution ;  and 
the  government  of  Ireland  is  likewife  required  to  give  fuch  diredions  for  carrying  his  Majefty's 
intentions  into  efFcfl,  as  to  them  may  refpedlively  appertain  :  and,  in  order  to  prevent  fo- 
reigners from  pleading  ignorance  of  this  regulation,  his  Majefty's  intentions  were  duly  notified 
to  moft  of  the  courts  of  Europe. 

Several  afts  of  violence  having  been  committed  on  the  firft  of  June  in  this  year,  by  the 
commander  of  a  French  fliip  of  war,  in  conjunflion  with  other  French  veilels,  at  one  of  the 
Turks  Iflands,  the  Britifti  ambadador  at  the  court  of  France  was  ordered  to  demand  immediate 

...»      I 

fatisfaftion  and  full  reparation,  for  this  breach  of  good  faith,  and  fuch  an  unprovoked  infult  to 
the  Britifh  crown.  In  confequence  of  the  reprefentations  made  on  this  fubjcft,  the  court  of 
France  not  only  difavowed  the  conduft  of  its  officers,  but  difclaimcd  all  intention  whatever 
of  acquiring  or  conquering  the  Turks  Iflands  ;  and  gave  immediate  orders  to  the  Comte  D*Ef- 
taing,  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  to  caufe  the  ifland  to  be  immediately  abandonj^d  on  the  part 
of  the  French,  to  reftore  every  thing  therein  to  tlie  condition  in  which  it  was  on  the  firft  of 
June,  and  to  make  reparation  of  the  damages  which  any  of  his  Majefty*s  fubjcfts  (hall  be 
found  to  have  fuftaincd  in  confequence  of  the  proceedings  complained  of,  according  to  an  ef- 
timation  to  be  immediately  fettled  by  the  faid  governor,  with  his  Majefty's  governor  of 
Jamaica. 

Thefe  iflands  are  many  in  number,  of  which  that,  where  thefe  violences  took  pkce,  is  the 
moft  confiderable,  or  rather,  the  leaft  infignificant,  being  low,  fandy  and  barren,  with  very 
little  if  any  frefli  water,  without  any  vegetables,  except  low  flirubs,  or  any  animals  exccpt-lizards, 
guanas,  and  land  crabs  :  but  the  coaft  abounds  with  fifli  and  turtle,  and  the  beach  is  covered 
with  fca  fowl. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  fettlement  was  ever  attempted  by  any  European  nation  on  thefe 
iflands,  fo  that  no  claim  can  arife  from  pofleflion.  If  priority  of  difcovery  beftows  any  title, 
they  muft  belong  to  the  Spaniards,  and  not  to  the  French,  who  neither  difcovered  nor  were 
ever  in  pofleflion  of  them. 

The  Britifli  nation  has  certainly  been  accuftomed  to  gather  fait  on  them  for  many  years.— 
The  bufincfs  of  making  it  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  Bermudians,  who  go  there  in  the  month  of 
March,  and  continue  during  the  dry  fcafon.  The  people  of  New  England  fetch  great  quan- 
tities of  fait  from  thence  for  their  fiflieries :  they  buy  it  from  four-pence  to  fix-pence  fterlin^ 
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3.754  the  bufhcl,  and  pay  tlic  poor  Bermudiatifi  a  fmall  part  ia'  money;  ^nd  the  reft  in  rum  and  da* 
maged  provifions,  &c. 

Thefc  iflands  have  good  anchorage  to  the  4ecwafd,  but  no  harbour  whatever  ;  they  however 
form,  with  the  Caicos  Bank,  a  channel  of  about  a- league  over,  which  the  Englifli  oruizers 
frequent  in  time  of  war,  as  it  is  a  common  paflage  for  all  veflTcls  from  Monte  Chrifti.  The 
'French  pilots  from  Cape  Francois  always  prefer  it,  when  the  wind  favours,  to  the  windward 
paflage  of  our  Jamaica-men,  Thefe,  therefore,  are  the  only  reafons  that  can  be  afligned  for 
their  thus  attempting  to  fettle  there  ;  though  it  does  not  appear  that  they  did  more  with  that 
view  (befides  plundering  and  burning  the  cabins  on  it,  and  carrying  the  inhabitants,  to  the 
number  of  two  hundred,  and  about  nine  fail  of  Brkifti  (hipping,  to  Cape  Francois,  where  they 
rcleafed  them,  with  orders  not  to  return  to  Turks  Ifliaid)  than  ereft  two  (lone  monuments  of 
^iglrtfect  in. height,  the  materials  of  which  were  brought  from  Old  France. 

•On  the  twenty-fcventh  of  September,  Bank  ftock  rofe  near  eight  per  cent,  on  a  dividend  of 
-   ?two  and  a  half  per  cent,  inftead  of  two  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  being  declared  for  tlie  half  year 
^ending  on  the  tenth  of  the  fucceediqg  monUi. 

In  th^  beginning  of  Oftober,  the  merchants  having  prefented  a  petition  refpefting  the  liigh 
prices  of  pvovinons  to  Lord  Halifax,  a  council  was  immediately  called;  and,  after  a  particular 
examination  of  evidence  on  the  occafion,  his  Majefty  immediately  ordered  his  royal  proclama- 
tion to  be  ifluod  for  the  free  importation  of  falted  beef,  failed  pork^  and  butter  from  Ireland  ; 
at  the  fame  time  offering  a  reward  of  one  hundred  pounds,  for  difcovering  any  unlawfulicombi- 
nation^'intbe  fele  of  provifions  ;  the  high  price  of  which  had  given  occafion  to  fome  very  ferious 
difturbances  at  Plymouth,  and  in  other  parts  of  England,  particularly  in  Derbyfhire^  where 
the  coUiers' finding  wheat  one  day  in  the  market  at  eight  killings  and  four-pence  the  bufhel, 
cleared  the  market  at  five  fliillings  the  bufhfl.  In  York,  aconfidcrable  number  of  refpeAable 
gentlemen  afibciated  to  raife  a  fund  for  the  importation  of  corn  from  other  counties,  that  the 
poor  might  be  fuppHed  with  that  neceflary  article  at  a  reafonable- price.  But  fuch  an  impor- 
tant objeft  might,  in  all  probability,  have  been  obtained  by  an  wholefome  application  of  the 
laws,  and  a  general  exertion  of  the  powers  vefted  in  magiftrates  to  prevent  monopolies,  fore- 
Hailing,  and  fuch  illegal  praflices,  as  make  an  artificial  dearth  in  the  midfl  of  real  plenty. 

The  following  bills,  as  they  related,  more  or  lefs,  to  commercial  matters,  fhould  bemoticed 
as  having  this  year  received  the  royal  afient. 

A  bill  to  continue  an  aft  for  allowing  the  free  importation  of  tallow,  hogs-lard,  and  greafe* 
a  further  limited  time  from  Ireland. 

To  amend  an  aft  of  laft  feflions,  for  laying  an  additional  duty  on  cyder  and  perry. 

For  granting  a  certain  fum  out  of  the  finking  fund  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1764. 

For  granting  certain.duties  on  goods  Ln  the  Britilh  colonies,  for  the  fupport  of  govern  mem ; 
.^nd  for  encouraging  the  trade  to  the  fugar  colonies,  and  the  fuppreffion  of  contraband  trade. 

For  leflening  tlie  duty  on  the  importation,  and  raifing  it  on  tlic  exportation  of  heaver-ffcins. 

For  regulating  pilots,  &c. 

For  encouraging  the  manufafture-ofBritiih  fail-cloth. 

For  regulating  buildings,  and  preventing  fires. 

For  veiling  the  fort  of  Senegal  and  its  dependencies  in  the  African  Company. 

For  afcertaining  and  regulating  in  what  cafes  letters  fhall  be  fent  or  received  free  from  the 
duty  of  poftagc. 
Vox.  ly.  G  'For 
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For  charging  on  the  linking  fond  certain  annuities,  and  for  conlbHdating  fnch  of  the  £ud 
annuities  as  are  granted  for  a  certain  term  of  years  irredeemable. 

For  granting,  for  a  limited  time,  liberty  to  carry  rice  from  his  Majefty's  provinces  of  Soudi 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  other  parts  of  America,  on  paying  Britiih  duties. 

For  raifing  money  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills. 

For  preventing  frauds  committed  by  bankrupts,  &c. 

For  preventing  inconveniencies  ariiing  in  cafes  of  merchants,  and  fuch  other  peiibns  as  are 
within  the  ftatutes  of  bankrupts,  being  entitled  to  privilege  of  Parliament,  and  beoomii^  in- 
folvent. 

To  encourage  the  cambrick  manufadure  in  £ngland» 

For  exporting  fait  from  Europe  to  Quebec,  for  a  limited  time. 

For  granting  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of  hemp,  and  rough  and  undrefled  flax,  from  his 
Majefty's  colonies  in  America. 

For  enabling  his  Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  His  privy  council,  to  order  the  free  importation 
of  provifions  from  Ireland  during  the  next  recefs  of  Parliament,  or  as  the  neceffity  of  the  time 
may  require. 

For  continuing  leveral  a£ts  of  Parliament,  made  for  the  encouragement  of  the  whale  fifhery 
carried  on  by  his  Majefty*s  fubje£ts,  particularly  that  on  the  coaft  of  America. 

For  eftablifhing  an  agreement  with  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for 
raifing  certain  fums  of  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1764. 

For  preventing  fuch  paper  bills  of  credit,  as  may  hereafter  be  iilued  within  any  of  his  Ma* 

jefty's  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  from  being  made  legal  tender  in  payment  of  money» 

'  As  we  gave^iti  the  preceding  year,  an  abftraA  of  the  a£t  for  laying  duties  on  cyder,  &c.  we 

think  it  neceflary  to  ftate,  rather  at  large,  the  a£t  which  paiTed  this  ieffion  for  explaining  and 

amending  it. 

**  It  is  thereby  enafted,  that  from  and  after  the  fifth  day  of  July  1764,  the  time  limited  by 
the  former  a£t  for  payment  of  the  duties,  fhall  be  extended  to  fix  months. 

**  In  lieu  of  the  former  compofition,  officers  of  excife  are  authorifcd  to  compound  with  pri* 
vate  families,  at  the  rate  of  two  (hillings  per  head,  per  annum,  for  each. perfon  of  eight  years  old 
and  upwards,  in  the  lifb  delivered  in  to  them,  which  compofition  fhall  be  renewed  annually  ; 
and  in  cafe  of  an  increafe  in  the  family  during  the  year,  an  additional  lifl  fhall  be  given  in,  and 
two-pence  per  month  paid  for  every  perfon  added  during  the  fubfifting  unexpired  term  of  fuch 
year.  The  compofitions  (hall  be  applied  as  the  duties  :  other  parts  of  the  former  a£t  relating 
to  compofitions,  fhall  continue  in  force,  k  ^ 

**  Makers  of  cyder  at  other  prefles  than  their  own,  not  being  compounder^,  fhall  enter  their 
names  at  the  next  office  of  excife,  ten  days  previous  to  fuch  making ;  together  with  the  mills 
and  owners  thereof,  and  the  cellars  or  ftorehoufes  for  keeping  fuch  cyder,  under  a  penalty  for 
their  ufing  any  unentered  mill,  ftorehoufe,  &c.  twenty-five  pounds.  Officers  of  excife  fhall 
have  free  accefs  to  the  faid  mills,  florehoufes,  &c.  in  the  day  time,  to  gauge  the  cyder,  &c. 
and  to  make  and  report  the  charge,  leaving  a  copy  with  the  maker;  who  fhall  pay  the  dwty 
according  to  fuch  charge. 

«•  Proprietors  of  cyder  mills,  &c.  fo  lent  out,  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  give  notice  thereof. 

*^  Where  the  compounder  intends  to  fell  or  difpofe  of  cyder,  Hz  immediately  from  the 
mill,  the  officer  fhall  deliver  to  him  blank  certificates  and  counterparts  for  the  purpofe,  to  be 
filled  up  occafionally,  which  fhall  proted  the  removal  of  fuch  cyder.    The  counterpart  (ball  be 
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1764  filled  iip  and  ligned  at  the  fame  time  with  the  certificates,  and  ihall  be  returned  to  the  officer, 
and  a  receipt  (hall  be  given  him  for  the  certificates.  The  certificates  and  counterparts  not 
ufed,  fhall  be  produced  when  called  for.  The  quantities  fold  and  certified  for,  Ihali  be  veri- 
fied on  oath.  Returns  of  the  quantities  difpofed  of,  as  aforefaid,  ihall  be  made  by  the  officers 
of  excife  to  the  commiffioners  of  excife,  and  the  duties  charged  from  the  counterparts ;  a  copy 
of  which  returns  fhall  be  left  with  the  maker,  who  (hall  pay  the  duty  accordingly  within  the  fix 
months  from  thence.  A  maker  of  cyder  or  perry  not  complying  with  thefe  regulations,  or 
being  guilty  of  any  fraud,  ihall  forfeit  twenty-five  pounds.  Certificates  for  the  removal  of 
cyder  from  the  mill,  (hall  be  in  force  but  between  the  firft  of  September  and  thirteenth  of  De- 
cember, yearly.  Blank  certificates  and  counterparts  (hall  be  delivered  up  within  ten  days 
after,  on  penalty  of  twenty-five  pounds. 

*•  The  penalty  of  obftrufting  an  officer  in  his  duty,  (hall  be  fifty  pounds.  If  any  officer  of 
excife  (hall  refufe,  or  wilfully  negleft  to  leave  a  true  copy  of  his  report  in  writing,  or  to  grant 
a  certificate  for  the  removal  of  any  cyder  or  pe|i'y,  upon  reafonable  requeft  made  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  or  if  any  maker  of  cyder  'or  perry,  authorifod  to  compound,  (hall  offer  to  make  fuch 
compofition,  and  if  any  fuch  officer  (hall  refufe  or  wilfully  negle£t  to  accept  fuch  compofition, 
he  (ball  for  each  refufal  or  neglcfi,  forfeit  aiul  pay  the  fum  of  forty  (hillings." 

By  the  aA  relating  to  the  Briti(h  colonies,  a  duty  of  one  pound  two  (hillings  is  laid  on 
foreign  clayed  fugars,  inftead  of  five  (hillings  and  (ix-pence;  a  duty  of  fix-pence  a  pound  on 
indigo,  inftead  of  two^pcace ;  coffee  two  pounds  nineteen  (hillings  and  nine-pence  per  hun- 
dred weight;  Madeira  wine  feven  pounds  per  ton ;  Port  arid  Spanifh  wines  ten  (hillings  per 
ton ;  wrought  filks,  &c.  and  ftuffs  mixed  with  filks,  &c.  two  (hillings  a  piece ;  callicoes  two 
(hillings  and  fix-pence  a  piece;  cambrics  three  (hillings  ;  French  lawns  three  (hillings  ;  cofiec 
and  pimento  of  the  growth  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  coffee  feven  (hillings  per  hundred  weighty 
pimento  two-pence  a  pound ;  foreign  melafles  and  fyrups  three-pence  a  gallon,  inftead  of  fix- 
pence,  which  was  feldom  paid.  Thefe  duties  are  all  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  and  re- 
served for  defraying  the  charges  of  protefting  the  Briti(h  colonies  in  America. 

The  si&  for  preventing  frauds  and  abufes  in  relation  to  the  fending  and  receiving  letters  ani 
packets  free  from  the  duty  of  poftage,  certainly  merits  a  general  recital.     To  raife  this  brancL 
of  the  public  revenue,  by  correfting  its  abufes,  and  bringing  back  the  privilege  of  franking 
letters  to  its  original  defign,  was  the  objeft  of  this  excellent  law. 

It  appeared^  on  the  examination  of  witnefles  in  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  the  poftageof  franked  letters  amounted,  one  year.with  another,  to  170,000!.  And,  among 
the  various  abufes  of  it,  proof  was  ^iven  that  franks  were  publicly  fold  at  feveral  of  the  cofHre- 
houfes  in  London.     The  preamble  is  as  follows : 

"  Whereas,  under  colour  of  the  privilege  of  fending  and  receiving  poft  letters  by  members 
of  Parliament,  free  from  the  duty  of  poftage,  many  great  and  notorious  frauds  have  been,  and 
ftill  are  frequently  pra^iifed,  as  well  in  derogation  of  the  honour  of  Parliament,  as  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  public  revenue ;  divets  perfons  shaving  prefumed  to  counterfeit  the  hand,  and 
otberwife  fraudulently  to  make  ufe  of  the  names  of  members  of  Parliament,  upon  letters  and 
packets  to  be  fent  by  the  poft,  in  order  to  avoid  the  payment  of  the  duty  of  poftage :  and 
whereas  the  allowance  of  fending  and  receiving  letters  and  packets  free  from  the  duty  of  post- 
age, heretofore  grainted  to,  or  cuftomarily  exercifed  by  certain  perfons,  not  being  members  of 
Parliament,  in  refpeA  of  their  offices,  has  not  been  fufficiently  confined  to  fuch  letters  and 
packets  only  as  relate  to  the  bufinefs  of  their  refpe£live  offices ;  and  may,  therefore,  if  conti- 
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1764  nucd,  without  reftriftions  and  limitations,  be  liable  to  great  abufc :  in  order,  therefore,  to 
put  the  more  efFeftual  flop  to  thcfe  and  the  like  frauds  and  abufes,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
afcertain,  for  the  better  guidance  and  direftion  of  his  Majcfty's  poftmafter-general,  and  the 
officers  to  be  employed  under  him,  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  by  what  pcrfons  pnly, 
and  what  regulations  or  reftriftions,  the  privilege  or  allowance  of  fending  and  receiving  letters 
and  packets  free  from  the  duty  of  poftage,  Ihall  thenceforth  be  exerqifed  and  enjoyed,  &c." 

The  principal  claufe  of  this  aft,  which  contains  a  variety  of  fubordinate  refolutions,  enaCled, 
**  That  no  letters  or  packets  fhall  be  exempted  from  poftage  but  fuch  as  fliall  be  fent  from  or 
to  the  King  ;  and  fuch,  not  exceeding  two  ounces  in  weight,  as  (hall  be  figned  on  the  outfide 
by  a  member  of  cither  houfe,  and  the  whole  of  the  fuperfcription  to  be  of  fuch  member's  wri- 
ting, or  direftcd  to  a  member  at  his  ufrial  rcfidence,  or  place  where  he  ftiall  then  be,  or  at  the 
houfe,  &c.  of  Parliament. 

**  Printed  votes  and  proceedings  in  Parliament,  and  newfpapers  fent  without  covers,  or  in 
covers  open  at  the  ends,  and  figned  on  the  outiide  by  a  member,  or  direfted  to  a  member,  ac- 
cording to  notice  given  by  him  to  the* poftmafter-general." 

Thefe  two  claufes  were  properly  inferted,  that  this  aft  might  not  operate  to  the  laying  any 
reftraint  on  fuch  a  profitable  branch  of  revenue  as  the  public  newfpapers,  which  it  would 
otherwife  have  done.  • 

**  Any  perfon  forging  the  fuperfcription  of  any  letter  or  packet,  &c«  is  adjudged  guilty  of 
felony ;  and  the  punilhment  of  fuch  offence,  tranfportation  fc-r  feven  years," 

It  is  fcarce  neceflary  to  add,' that  )a  very  confiderable  and  immediate  addition  was  made  by 
this  falutary  law  to  the  public  revenue. 

A  debt  contrafted  on  account  of  the  war  ftill  remained  to  be  fatisfied.  This  the  miniftry 
propofed  to  difcharge  to  the  amount  of  2,000,000k  but  at  this  moment  there  were  i,8oo,oool. 
in  Exchequer  bills,  which  were  at  fuch  a  difcount,  as  to  have  no  fmall  efFeft  on  the  ftate  of 
public  credit* 

The  Bank  contraft,  however,  being  at  this  time  in  a  ftate  of  renewal,  the  Treafury  availed 
itfelf  very  prudently  of  fuch  a  favourable  conjunfture,  and  ftipulated  that  this  body  fhould 
take  a  million  of  thefe  bills  for  two  years,  at  an  intereft  reduced  by  one-fourth ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  fhould  pay  a  fine  on  their  renewal,  of  ioo,oool.  This  was  reprefented,  at  the  time, 
and  we  believe  with  great  truth,  as  the  moft  beneficial  contraft  ever  made. with  a  corporation, 
whofe  vaft  money  trade  is  carried  on  upon  the  credit  of  government.  For  the  remaining  part 
of  the  Exchequer  bilU,  new  ones  were  ftruck. 

Government  brought  forward  to  the  national  fervice  700,000!.  the  produce  of  the  French 
prizes  taken  before  the  declaration  of  war,  and  which  the  King  had  graciouily  befVowed  upon 
the  public.     The  faving  of  the  non-effeftive  was  alfo  at  laft  brought  to  account,  to  the  amount 

of  I4O,O0Of. 

With  thefe  refources,  aided  by  the  land-tax,  which  feemcd  now  to  be  fettled  at  four  (hillings 
in  the  pound,  with  the  malt -tax,  and  two  millions,  being  the  overplus  of  the  finking  fund^ 
and  fome  other  particular  favings,  the  before-mentioned  debt  of  two  millions  was  paid  off,  and 
an  adequate  provifion  made  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  in  all  its  eftablifhments  and 
contingencies,  the  whole  amounting  to  between  feven  and  eight  millions. 

The  employment  of  the  overplus  of  the  finking  fund  was  juftified  by  the  public  exigency,-— 
by  former  precedents, — ^but  principally  on  the  credit  of  its  being  augmented  by  near  400,000!. 
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1764  In  the  iingle  article  oftea,  from  the  wife  meafures  which  had  been  taken  to  prevent  fmuggling; 
and  to  enforce  a  firid  and  vigilant  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  fcheme  of  ways  asd  means,  though  it  was  very  violently  attacked  by 
the  party  writers  of  the  day,  muft  be  allowed  to  poffefs  no  inconfiderable  merit.  It  was  no^ 
attended  by  loan,  taxes,  or  lottery ;  and  if  any  little  leaven  of  minifterial  artifice  is  to  be  found 
in  the  bufinefs,  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  the  temper  of  the  public,  may  be  offered  in 
juflification  of  it. 

The  fupplles  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  fervice  of  this  year* 

December  5.     Granted  to  his  Majcfty  for  the  marriage  portion  of  her  £.        j.     d. 

Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Augufla,  — ^  -^  80,000    o    o 

For  16,000  feamen,  including  4,287  marines,  •—  832,000    o    o 

For  land  forces,  including  2,739  invalids,  amounting  to  17*532  effec- 
tive men  ;  and  for  guards,  garrifons,  &c.  —  —  617,704  17   io|. 

For  maintaining  his  Majefly's  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  Plantations^ 
at  Minorca,  Gibraltar,  &c.  —  —  ^-  372»774    6    4|. 

For  the  general  and  general  ftafF  officers  in  Great  Britain,  —  11^322     7     3 

Upon  account  for  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces  and 
marines,  —  —  —  —  30,188  18     o 

Upon  account  of  reduced  officers  difbanded  in  1763,  and  to  be  dif- 
bandedin  1764,  _  —  _  _  125,45513    o 

For  allowances  to  feveral  ^officers,  &c.  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards  and  regiment  of  liorfe  reduced,  &c.  &c.  —  2,605  15    o 

To  defray  the  fubfidies  due  to  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  purfuant  to 
treaties,  —  -^  —  —  — 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay,  &c.  — 

For  carrying  on  the  building  of  four  houfes  for  the  officers  of  the  hof- 
pital  at  Plymouth,  —  —  —  — 

On  account  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  —  — 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance,  -^  — 

For  fervices  performed  by  the  faid  office,  not  provided  for  by  Parlia- 
liament  in  1763,  —  —  —  — 

To  the  building  and  repairs  of  his  Majefty's  (hips,  — 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  fatisfy  certain  navy  and  viftualling  bills,. 

To  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  —  —  — 

To  the  commiffioners  for  paving  the  ftreets  of  Weftminfter,  &c. 

For  difcharging  the  Exchequer  bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  a£t 
paffed  laft  feffion,  entitled,  "  An  Aft  for  raifing  a  certain  Sum  of  Money 
•'  by  Loans  or  Exchequer  Bills  for  1763,  and  for  further  appropriating,** 
&c.  and  charged  upon  the  firfl  aids  or  fupplies  to  be  granted  In  this 

feffion,  —  —  —  — •  1,800,000    o    o 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  fum  iffued  thereout,  for  the  half 
year's  payment  due  September  29th,  1763,  on  the  annuities  after  the  rate 
of  4I.  per  cent,  per  ann.  granted  in  refpcS  of  certain  navy,  viftualling. 
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Brought  over,        4,944,19016    o| 
and  tranfport  bills,  &c.  delivered  in  and  c:fllcelled,  purfuant  to  an  a£l 
made  in  the  laft  feffion,  —  —  — .  *        69,671     x     2 

To  replace  to  the  (inking  fund  the  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make 
good  the  deficiency  on  July  5th,  1763,  of  the  feveral  rates  and  duties 
upon  ofEces,  penfions  and  houfes,  and  upon  windows  and  lights,  which 
were  made  an  aft  by  the  thirty-firft  of  the  reign  of  his  Majefey,  for  pay- 
ing annuities  to  the  Bank  of  England,  in  refpeft  of  five  millions  bor- 
rowed towards  the  fupply  of  1758,  —  —  4if%23     X     6 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fUhd  the  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make 
good  the  deficiency  on  Odober  loth,  1763,  of  the  feveral  additional 
duties  upon  wines  imported  into  this  kingdom,  and  certain  duties  upon 
all  cyder  and  perry,  which  were  made  a  fund  by  an  a£t  of  the  late  fefiion, 
for  paying  annuities,  in  refpeft  of  3,500,ocx)l.  borrowed  towards  the 
fupply  of  1763,  —  L-  _  —  36,699  15    4* 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  certain  fums,  which  have  been  advanced 
by  his  Majefty^s  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addreiles  of  this  Houfe,  7»350    O  ,  o 

For  the  extraordinary  expenccs  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and  other 
iervices,  &c.  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  —  —  823,876  12     2| 

Ditto,  —  —  —  —  —  102,469  19 

Ditto,  —  —  —  —  —  61,088    4    o 

On  account  of  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  —  103,794    2    o 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum  voted  laft  feilion,  upon  account 
of  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital  for  1763,  —  18,331  17  ii 

For  paying  penfions  to  certain  widows  of  reduced  officers  of  land 
forces  and  marines,  &c.  —  —  — 

Upon  account,  for  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia,  — 

Upon  account,  for  the  charges  of  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Georgia,  &c« 
Upon  account,  for  the  charges  of  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Eaft  Florida, 

Ditto,  Weft  Florida,  —  —  —  

Upon  account,  for  the  expence  of  general  furveys  of  his  Majefty's  ' 

dominions  in  North  America,  —  —  —  1,818    9    o 

To  be  applied  towards  encouraging  and  enabling  John  Blake,  Efq. 
further  to  carry  into  execution  the  plan  concerted  by  him,  for  the  better 
Supplying  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter  with  fiih  at  moderate  rates,      2,500.  o    o 
Towards  difcharginglhe  debt  of  the  navy,  —  650,000    o    6 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  iervice  of  1763,  129,489    o     3 

For  paying  a  bounty  to  certain  chaplains  of  the  navy,  —  I9231  17     6 

To  enable  the  commiffioners  appointed  by  an  aA  of  the  fecond  year  of 
the  prefent  reign,  to  make  compeniation  to  the  owners  of  certain  lands  in 
Kent,  SuiTex,  and  Southampton,  &c.  &c«  —  —  }^  15    o 

For  the  cloathing  of  the  militia,  -     ^^  —  —  80,000 
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Brought  over, 
To  make  good  the  intereft  of  the  feyeral  principal  fums,  to  be  paid  in 
purfuance  of  the  faid  aft  of  the  fecond  year  of  the  prefcnt  reign,  — 

To  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  —  —  — » 

For  maintaining  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
To  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  good  to  Samuel  Touchet,  of  London, 
merchant,  all  the  expence  he  has  incurred  in  fitting  out  feveral  veflels, 
employed  in  the  late  faccefstul  expedition  for  the  reduftion  of  the  French 
forts  and  fettlements  in  the  river  Senegal,  and  to  fatisfy  to  him  all  claims 
and  demands  whatfeever,  on  the  commiffioilers  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  or 
on  any  officer  or  officers,  employed  in  the  faid  expedition,  for  fuch  of  the 
faid  veflels  as  were  loft  or  taken  into  his  Majeft*y*s  fervice,  — *  7,000    o    o 

'     Upon  account,  towards  difcharging  unfatisfied  claims  for  expences  in- 
curred during  the  late  war  in  Germany,  —  —  3291 093  17    4 

That  the  fum  of  170,906!.  2s,  8d.  arifing  from  certain  favings  made 
upon  the  non-effieftive  accounts  of  feveral  regiment^,  &c.  be  granted  to- 
wards difcharging  unfatisfied  claims,  &c.  during  the  late  war  in  Germany,      1 70,906    z     8 
To  the  Landgrave  of  Heflc  Cailel,  purfuant  to  treaty,  —  50,000    o    o 


Sum  total  of  the  fupplies  granted  this  feffion,  — -  79712,562  19     i 
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Ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  above  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  viz, 

DECEMBER    8. 
The  duties  on  malt,  &c«  to  be  continued  to  June  24,  1765,  750,0001. 
A  land  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound  to  be  raifed,  in  the  ufual  manner,  for  one  year,  from 
March  25,  1764,  2,037,8541.  19$.  iid. 

FEBRUART  6. 
All  perfons  entitled  to  fuch  of  the  bills  payable  in  courfe  of  the  navy  or  viftualUng  offices^ 
orfor  tranfports,  made  out  on  or  before  December  31,  1762,  as  have  not  been  converted  into 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  per  ann.  (after  having  had  the  intereft,  due  thereupon 
to  March  25,  1763,  incluiive,  computed)  Ihall  be  entitled  to  an  annuity,  transferable  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  for  the  principal  and  intereft  due  on  the  faid  bills,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per 
cent,  per  ann.  commencing  from  March  25,  1763,  in  lieu  of  all  other  intereft,  until  redeemed 
by  Parliament. 

FEBRUARY   9. 
That  the  propofal  of  the  Bank,  for  advancing  the  fum  of  i,oof  ,000  on  Exchequer  bills,  and 
for  paying  the  fum  of  iio,oool.  into,  the  Exchequer,  be  accepted,  i,lio,oool. 

FE  BRUART  21. 
That  the  aft  of  the  ninth  of  George  IL  chap.  37.  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  continued. 
That  the  aft  of  the  fourth  of  George  II.  chap.  29.  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  continued. 
That  fo  much  of  an  aft  of  the  eighth  of  George  I.  chap.  I2»  as  relate^  to  the  importation  of 
wood,  timber  and  lumber  from  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  in  America,  free  from  all  cuftoms 
whatfoever,  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  continued. 

MARCH 
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That  a  duty  of  2I.  19s.  CjA,  per  hundred  weight,  avcrdupois,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  coffee, 
imported  from  any  place,  except  Great  Britarn,  into  the  Britifh  colonics  or  plantations  in  A- 
nierica.  That  a  duty  of  6d.  per  lb.  be  laid^n  all  foreign  indigo,  imported  into  the  faid  colo- 
nies. That  a  duty  of  7I.  fterling  per  tun,  be  laid  on  all  wine  of  the  growth  of  the  Madeiras, 
or  any  other  place,  imported  into  the  faid  colonies.  That  a  duty  of  jos.  fterling  per  tun,  be 
laid  on  all  Portugal,  Spanifli,  or  any  other  wine,  except  French,  imported  from  Great  Bri- 
tain into  the  faid  colonies.  That  a  duty  of  2S.  fterling  per  lb.  be  laid  on  all  wrought  fiiks. 
Bengals,  and  ftuffs  mixed  with  filk  or  herba,  of  the  manufafture  of  Perfia,  China,  or  Eaft 
India,  imported  from  Great  Britain  into  the  faid  colonies.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  6d.  fterling 
«  per  piece,  be  laid  on  ail  callicoes,  painted,  dyed,  printed,  or  ftained,  in  Perfia,  China  or 
Eaft  India,  imported  from  Great  Britain  into  the  faid  colonies.  That  a  duty  of  3s.  fterling 
per  piece,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  cambrickand  French  lawns  imported  fram  Great  Britain  into 
the  faid  colonies.  That  a  duty  of  7s.  fterling  per  cwt.  be  laid  on  all  coiFee,  fhipped  in  any 
Britifli  colony  in  America,  in  order  to  be  exported  or  conveyed  to  any  other  place,  except  to 
Great  Britain.  That  a  duty  of  one  lialfpcnny,  fterling,  per  lb.  be  laid  on  all  pimento  Ihipped 
in  any  Britifh  colony  in  America,  in  order  to  be  exported  to  any  other  place  except  Great 
Britain.  That  an  aft  of  the  fixth  of  George  IL  chap.  13.  be  continued  until  September  30, 
^764.  That  the  faid  aft  be,  with  the  amendments,  made  perpetual,  from  September  29,  1764, 
That,  after  September  29,  1764,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  granted  by  the  faid  aft  upon  melafles  and 
•fyrups,  a  duty  of  3d.  fterling  per  gallon,  be  laid  on  all  melaiies  and  fyrups  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufafture  of  anyToreign  American  colony,  imported  into  the  Britifh  colonies 
in  America.  That  the  produce  of  all  the  faid  duties,  and  alfo  of  the  duties  which  fhall,  from 
and  after  September  29,  1764,  be  raifed,  *by  virtue  of  the  faid  aft,  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  and  there  roferved,  to  be  from  time  to  time  difpofed  of  by  Parlia- 
ment, towards  defraying  the  neceflary  expences  of  defending,  protefting,  and  fecuring,  the 
Britifh  colonies  in  America.  That,  towards  futther  defraying  tiie  faid  expences,  it  may  be 
proper  to  charge  certain  ftamp  duties  in  the  faid  colonies.  That  there  be  not  any  drawback 
allowed  of  any  part  of  the  rate  or  duty  of  the  old  fubfidy  on  any  foreign  goods,  except  wines, 
of*  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufafture  of  Europe,  or  the  Eaft  Indies,  exported  from  this 
kingdom  to  the  Britifh  cc^onies  in  America.  That  no  drawback  be  allowed  of  any  part  of 
any  rate  or  duty  upon  white  callicoes,  or  foreign  linens,  exported  from  this  kingdom  to  the 
britifh  colonies  in  America.  That  the  duties  impofcd  in  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America,  by 
an  aft  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  Charles  II.  entitled,  "  An  Aft  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
*«  Greenland  and  Eaftland  Trades,  and  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Plantation  Trade,"  be  de- 
clared to  be  fterling  money.  That  the  ipiportation  of  rum  and  fpirits,  of  the  produce  or  ma- 
nufafture of  any  foreigil  American  colony, -into  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America,  be  prohibited* 
That  the  annuities,  granted  in  1761,  for  a /certain  term  of  99  years,  from  January  5,  1761, 
transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  be,  from  January  5,  1764,  with  the  confent  of  the 
feveral  proprietors,  added  to,  and  made  a  joint  ftock  with,  the  annuities  which  were  granted 
in  1762,  for  a  certain  term  of  98  years,  from  Januarys,  1762,  transferable  at  the  Bank  of 
England ;  and  that  the  charges  and  expences  thereof  be  paid  out  of  the  finking  fund,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  tfaofe  of  the  faid  annuities  granted  in  1762,  are  paid  and  payable ;  and 
fuch  perfons  as  fhall  not,  on  or  before  June  i,  1764,  fignify  their  diflent,  in  books  to  be 
opened  at  the  Bank  of  England  for  thatpurpofe,  ihall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  aflent  thereto^ 

Tha^ 
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1764  Thatthe  3  per  cient.  annuities,  granted  in  1761,  in  rcfpcft  of  the  fum  of  12, 000,000 borrow- 
ed towards  the  fupply  of  the  year  1761,  together  with  the  charges  and  expences  attending  the 
fame,  be,  with  the  like  confent  of  the  feveral  proprietors  thereof,  charged  upon,  and  made 
payable  oUt  of  the  finking  fund.  That  all  the  monies  that  have  arifen  fince  January  5,  1764, 
•or  may  hereafter  arifc,  of  the  produce  of  the  additional  duty  on  ftrong  beer  and  ale,  which  was 
made  a  fund  for  payment  of  the  3  per  cent,  annuities,  granted  in  refpeft  of  the  fum  of 
12,000,000  borrowed  by  virtue  of  an  aft  of  the  firft  of  George  HI.  towards  the  fupply  of  tlie 
Jyear  1761,  and  alfo  of  the  annuities  for  a  certain  term  of  99  years,  granted  in  refpeft  of  the 
fame  fum,  be  made  part  of  the  finking  fnnd.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  there  be  iflTued  and  applied.the  fum  of  two  millions,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  ihall  arife 
of  the  furpluflcs,  exceflcs,  or  overplus  monies^  and  other  revenues^  compoiing  the  finking 
fund,  2,ooo,oooI. 

M^  if  C  if    13. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  il.  as.  fterliag,  per  cwt.  averdupois,  be  laid  on  aU  white  or 
clayed  fugars,  of  the  produce  or  manufafture  of  any  foreign  American  colony,  imported  into 
any  Britifli  colony  in  America.  That  the  produce  of  the  faid  additional  duty  be  paid  into  tlie 
receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  and  there  referved,  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  difpofed  of 
by  Parliament,  towards  defraying  the  neceffary  expences  of  defending,  prote&ing,  and  fecur- 
ing  the  Britifli  colonies  in  America.  That  upon  all  wines,  except  French,  exported  as  mer- 
chandize, from  this  kingdom  to  the*  Britifli  colonies  in  America,  a  drawback  be  allowed  of 
all  the  duties  paid  on  the  importation  of  fuch  wines,  except  3I.  los.  per  tun,  part  of  the  addi» 
tional  duty  of  4I.  per  tun,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the  laft  fefiion  of  Parliament ;  and  alfo 
except  fuch  part  of  the  duties  paid  upon  wines,  imported  by  ftrangers  or  aliens,  or  in  foreign 
fliips,  as  exceeds  what  would  have  been  payable  upon  fuch  wines,  if  the  fame  had  been  im  • 
ported  by  Britifli  fubjefts,  and  in  Britifli  fliips.  .  That  no  allowance  be  made  for  leakage, 
upon  the  importation  of  any  wines  into  this  kingdom,  unlefs  fuch  wines  be  imported  diredtly 
from  the  place  of  their  growth,  or  from  the  ufual  place  of  their  firft  fliipping,  except  only 
Madeira  wines,  imported  from  any  of  the  Britifli  colonies  in  America,  or  from  tlic  Eaft 
Indies.  That  any  perfon,  or  perfons,  be  permitted  to  import,  in  fliips  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's fubjefts,  whale  fins,  taken  from  whales  caught,  by  any  of  his  Majefty*s  fubjefts,  in  the 
gulph  or  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  or  in  any  feas  on  the  coafts  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies 
in  America,  without  paying  any  cuftom,  fubfidy,  or  duty  for  the  fame,  except  the  rate  or 
duty  of  the  old  fubfidy,  for  the  term  of  feven  years,  from  December  25,  1763* 

MJR  C  H    15- 

That  the  duties  now  payable  on  beaver  flcins  imported  into  Great  Britain,  from  his  Majef- 
ty's dominions  in  America,  do  ceafc;  and  tliat  there  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  in  lieu  thereof, 
a  duty  of  7d.  on  each  beaver  flcin  exported  from  Great  Britain.  That  there  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  lb.  for  allbeaver  wool  exported  from  Great  Britain.  That  the 
faid  duties  be  made  applicable  to  the  fame  purpofes,  to  which  the  former  duties  upon  beaver 
ftins  were  applied.  That  no  drawback  be  allowed  upon  beaver  flcins  exported  from  Great 
Britain. 

MA  R  C  H    22. 

That  there  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be 
granted  in  the  next  feflion,  and  fuch  Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon,, 
on  or  before  April  5,  1765,  to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  in  the  ufual  manner. 
Vol.  IV,  H  the 
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1764  the  fum  of  8oo,oool.  That  the  fum  of  3,497U  9s.  9d.  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exche«« 
quer,  being  the  furplus  of  thcfeveral  duties  upon  beer  and  ale,  granted  by  an  aft  of  the  firft  of 
his  Majefty's  reign,  be  ilTued  and  applied  towards  making  good  the  iupply  granted  in  this  fef- 
iion.  That  fuch  part  of  the  fum  of  150,000!.  granted- in  the  laft  fellion  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia,  for  one  year,  beginning  March  25,  1763,  as 
(hall  remain  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  after  the  faid  charge  is  fatisfifd,  be  iiTued  and 
applied  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  in  this  fellion.  Tnat  the  aft  of  the  fifth  of  George 
the  Second,  chap.  28.  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  continued  That  the  aft  of  the  fixth  of 
George  II.  chap.  33.  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  continued.  That  the  aft  of  the  twenty-^ 
fecohd  of  George  II.  chap.  4;.  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  continued. 

RECAPITULATION. 
By  the  two  refolutions  of  December  8.  —  —  2,787,854  19  ii 

By  the  refolution  of  February  9.  —  —  1,1 10,000    o    a 

By  the  twenty-fecond  refolution  of  March  10.  —  2,000.000    o    o 

By  the  firft  and  fecond  refolutions  of  March  2,  —  8o3»497     9    9 

To  which  if  we  add,  firft,  the  liquidated  provifions  made  by  the  com^ 
mittee  of  fupply,  as  follows  : 

By  the  fixth  and  fevcnth  refolutions  of  March  i.  —  163,558    3    3  »^ 

By  the  fecond  refolution  of  April  7.  —  —  170,906     2     8 

Secondly,  The  net  produce  of  the  French  prizes  taken  before  the  de- 
claration of  war,  and  vefted  in  the  crown,  but  gracioufly  given  up  by 
his  Majefty  for  the  fervice  of  the  public,  —  -*^  723,758    o    O 

Sum  total  of  the  liquidated  provifions  will  be  i—  7»759>574  15     7-tt- 


Excefs  of  provifions,  —  — -  —  47,011   17    off 

A  general  account  of  the  public  debts  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  ftanding  out  Janu- 
ary 5,  1764,  with  the  annual  intereft,  &c. 


Principal  Debt. 

Annual  Inter ejly 

&c. 

£.         s.     J. 

£.         s. 

d. 

2,021,981    12     9t 

153.164     4 

8 

4,200,000     0     p 

127,687    10 

0 

96*239,498    3    3-J: 

3»238,789    S 

Si 

*  Exchequer, 

Eaft  India  Company, 

Bank  of  Englajod, 

By  remaining  annuities  of  one  life  each,  granted 
on  the  lotteries  of  1745  and  1746. — Ditto  on  the 
3  per  cent,  annuities  of  1757  and  1761 ;  as  alfo  on 
the  annuities  of  1  per  cent,  for  98  years  to  the  fub- 
fcribers  to  the  loan  of  I2,ooo,oool.  granted  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  1762,  together  with  the  charges  of 
management  to  the  Bank  of  England,  —  ^-.  339)979    9 


9 


South  Sea  Company,  —  271125,309  13  ix^  829,507  14     li 


Total,  129,586,789  10    oi        4,689,128     2    o 

•  The  land  taxes  and  dutiet  on  malt,  being  annual  grants,  are  not  charged  in  this  account,  nor  ihe  i.ooo*oool.  charged 
on  the  dcdu^OA  of  6d.  per  pound  on  penfions,  nor  the  fum  of  i,8oo,oool.  charged  on  the  furplus,  in  the  year  1764. 
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1764       IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1763,  to  Christmas  1764. 

Countries^  Imports. 

Africa,                —                —  if-       3  5»  7  3^  9     * 

Canaries,                      —             3>^S'^  10     7 

Denmark  and  Norway,    .  —                   ^^jO^;  9     6 

Eaft  Country,                 —  —         224,499  ^     ' 

Eaft  India,                      —  —            1,183,84418     6 

Flanders,                         —  —             145,772     2     3 

France,  —  9S»43^  '9  ^^ 

Germany,                —  ■                        606,410     i     2 

Greenland,                          ■  7i936  '7  — 

Holland,                 —               *         —  37  ^73°  2     2 

Ireland,                —  —                     777,412  19     8 

Italy,                 —                —  —        8x0,902  9     ^ 

Madeiras                 —  —                     S»79*93 

Portugal,                        —  -^         3i-»»974  ^     5 

Ruflia,                 —                 _  —         920,293  12     3 

Spain,                       —  —               503*4^9  6     4 

Streights,                         *—  —           3^>27i  4  n 

Sweden,                     —  —                      253,280     l    ii 

Turkey,                      —  ■                     19'>S^5  ^^  "^ 

Venice,                  ■  -—                  S4»99*  ^^     5 

Britiflrand  Irifli  linens  per  bounty,       —  ' 

Alderncy,                  ■                 173  10     i 

Belle-Iilc,                 —  —                           46 

Guernfcy,                 —  —              27>o7S  ^5^1 

Jcrfey,                ■  -—           18,282  o     5 

Antigua,                      ■  —         307»39^     6     8 

Barbadocs,                  ■  ■           300,213  17     3 

Bermudas,                      "  _^                165  ii     i 

Canada,                 —                 — — —  44*669     9     5 

Carolina,                 — —  .1......         34^*7^7  12     7 

Dominica,                 —  _-^              3^9894     6     z 

Florida,                                *  ■                         294     3     4. 

Georgia,  —  3^3^5     9     4 

Granades,                       —  .    •—         206,889  13     6 

Guadaloupe,                 ■  —          33i55*  ^7  — *                                                 »■ 

Havannah,                 —  ■'    »                     5>73S  ^  —                            ■ 

Hudfon*sBay,                   '  —            9>^72     9     2                              3»'9^  '^     * 

Jamaica,                 ■  —            ^i^l\^ii     i     9                           4561528     in 

lartinico,                   —  '             3*^69     6     8                        -                         ■■ 

Montferrat,                —  — —          82,966  ij  *-                              7»S3^     8     9 

Nevis,                _  ■■     ■                   60,952  II     1                              7i934  i^     $ 

N«w  England,                •^—  -^          88,157     i     9^                        4S9i7^C  —  11 

Newfoundland,                —  —             30>3S4     *     4                            7*»586     6     3 

New  Providence,               —  —            4i436    6     7                              2,808    6    9 

New  York,                —  —               53>697  lo    4                          5^5>4^6  12     i 

Nova  Scotia,                     —  —                  3*  xc)     3                             iS>434  17  — 

Pcnnfylrania,                —  —                36,258  18     i                          435,191   14  •— 

St.  Croix,                 —  —                    8,601  II     6                              6,625  16  10 

St.  John's  Ifland,                —  '        —             .     80  1 7     2                         ■                    — — • 

St.  Kitt'g,                —  —            283,842     4     I                             98,331     8     z 

St.  Euftatia,  ■  9x7  —  10  ■ 

St.  Vincent,                         ■«  —            »                                                       97'  ^S     * 

Tortola,                — ^— .  ■     ^     '"■           4i»$49     i   n                               ^>485     i  — 

Tobago,  «■  —  — — — — — «  349     8     ^ 

Virginia  and  Maryland,  ■                    5^9f4o8  16     i                           515,192  10     6 

Spanilh  Weft  Indies,  — —                    9>398  u     3                       — — 

Foreign  coin  and  bullion,  —        — ?-                           310,024  19    6 

Prize  goods,            —                  44)  361     5     1                            3?»782  19    * 


Exports. 

£.  464.878  14 

z 

31,867  10 

z 

H^534    5 

^ 

290,331     6 

9 

1,165,600  12 

4 

546,777  16 

10 

208,765  14 

8 

2,379.3'S     3 

9 

2,040,467     9 

I 

1,634,382     I 

754,446     4 

2 

40,152  12 

6 

1,244,198     6 

7 

67,952     8 

6 

*>3i8,345     4 

ZI 

i20>s74    9 

7 

28,351     4 

7 

70,008  16 

II 

9,952  II 

10 

24,863     9 

z 

^^04    3 

z 

34,064  19 

4 

'9^353     I 

I 

63,136  10 

lO 

181,710  II 

3 

10,534    3 

7 

351,385  12 

6 

30C,8o8     I 
16,415  12 

6 

6 

15,004  15 

7 

18,338     2 

II 

^S»935    3 

9 

Totals,  10,364,307  12    3  "  16,512,403  16    3 


Exports  exceed  the  Imports,  6,148,096    4    o 

Ha  On 
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1764  On  the  28th  day  of  Auguft  died,  Sir  John  Barnard,  Knight^  Alderman  and  Father  of  the 
city  of  London,  which  he  had  reprcfented  in  fix  fucccffive  Parliaments.  His  affiduity  as  a 
magiftrate,  his  abilities  as  a  fenator^  and  his  integrity  as  a  man,  rendered  him  one  of  the  moft 
refpeftable  and  popular  chara£lters  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  As  a  teftimony  of  public 
gratitude  for  the  great  fervices  he  rendered  to  the  tradic  of  his  country,  the  merchants  of  Lon* 
don  caufed  his  ftatue  to  be  erefled,  during  his  life,  on  the  Royal  Exchanges;  a  folid  honour 
which  envy  never  attempted  to  mutilate,  and  party  fpirit  never  Wifhed  to  remove.  Thefc 
pages,  devoted  to  record  the  annals  of  Britifli  commerce,  would  furely  have  been  v^ry  deficient^ 
if  they  had  negle£ted  to  mention  the  name  and  honours  of  this  great  commercial  cha« 
ra£ter» 

Extra£t  from  the  general  biH  of  all  the  chriftenings  and  burials  witliin  the  city  of  London,^ 
from  December  13,  1763,  to  December  ii,  1764. 
Chriftencd,  Males,  8^593-  Buried,  Males,  1 1*503 

Females^  8,208  Females,  IU699 


i6j8oi  23,202 


Amfterdam,  died,  8,585;  born,  5,896'. 

Brunfwick,  died,  970;  born,  1,219;  marriages,  361.. 

Denmark,  died,  27,167;  born,  25,756. 

Norway,  died,  19,386;  bowi  21,236. 

The  dutchies  of  Slefwick  and  Holilein,  lordfhips^  of  Finnenberg,  and  the  city  of  Altena^ 

died,  11,865;  born  13,159.. 

Drefden,  died,  1,460;  born,  1,842;  marriages^  445. 

Drontheiin,.  died,  4,128;  born,  5,045. 

Dublin^  died,  2,307  ;  born,  1,999. 

Francfort  on  the  Maine,  died,  983.;  baptized,  922;  marriages,  218* 

Haerlem,  died,  910 ;  born,.  88c.. 

Hague,  died,  1,113. 

Hannau,  died,  430;  born,  457;  marriages,  145. 

Leipfick,  died  in  the  city,  479;  in  tlicfuburbs,  520 ;  born,  974;  marriages,  377; 

Ratifbon,  of  the  Proteftant  congregation  died,  260 ;  born,  227;  marriages,  67. 

RoUerdam^  died,  1,735;  marriages,  155. 

Paris,  died,  1791991  bom,  19,404;  marriages,  4,838;  foundling  children,  5,560. 

Chefter,  from  January  i,  1764,  to  January  i,  1765,  died,  452;   chriftcned,  383;'mar^ 

ri^es,  J49. 

Mancbefter  and  Salford,  died,  754;  born,  886;  marriages,  447. 

We  (hall  conclude  this' year  with  obferving,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  pafled  a  vote,  that 
it  was  juft  and  rcquifite  to  eftablifh  ftamp  duties  in  America,  fimilar  to  thofe  already  fettled  ia 
Great  Britain,  towards  defraying  the  expences  neceflary  for  the  pro teftion  of  the  colonies. 
This  was  the  firft,  though  unfufpefted  ftep  to  that  fcene  of  domefticdifcontent^  which  ended 
in  a  war  the  moft  important  that  ever  employed  the  arms  of  Great  Britain. 
1765  The  aft  for  impofing  a  tax  on  ftamps  in  America,  which  was  the  parliamentary  offspring  of 
ttus  year,  will  be,  of  courfe^  a  principal  object  of  our  attention  in  relating  the  events  of  it ;  and 

though 
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I  765  though  it  is  a  fubjcft  which  has  been  fo  minutely  confidcred  by  the  national  mind,  yet  a^  it» 

confequenccs  will  fof  m  fuch  a  very  confiderable  feature  in  this  work,  we  fhould  be  naturally 

confidcred  as  very  deficient,  if  we  were  entirely  to  pafs  over,  in  this  place,  the  circumftances 

which  led  to,  and  accompanied  the  enadion  of  it. 

No  war  was  ever  terminated  with  greater  glory  than  that  which  Gceat  Britain  carried  on 
againft  the  combined  powers  of  France  and  Spam,  and  was  concluded  by  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
in  1763.  The  power  and  energy  of  the  Britilh  nation  had  been  condufted  by^  the  greateft 
minifter,  perhaps,  that  ever  guided  tlic  councils  of  any  empire;  and  partaking,  as  it  w^re,  of 
his  a£tive,  unconquerable  fpirit,  commanded  that  fucceflion  of  viftorics,  both  by  fea  and  land,, 
in  every  part  of  the  globe,  which  made  Europe  tremble  with  aftonilhment,  and  diffipated  the 
boafted  ftrength  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

At  length  the  peace  of  1763  put  a  final  period  to  this  memorable  war ;  and  Great  Britain 
became  poflcflcd  of  the  immenfe  continent  of  North  America,  from  the  banks  of  the  Miffifippi 
to  the  ihores  of  Greenland.  She  acquired  feveral  valuable  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
eftablifhed  herfelf  in  the  oriental  world  with  fuch  augmented  pofleflion.  and  added  ftrength,  as 
to  poflefs  a  decided  fuperiority  over  ail  other  European  nations  who  carry  on  any.  commerce, 
and  poftefs  any  fettlements  in  thofe  diftant  countries.^. 

But  while  the  eye  of  patriotifm  gazed  with  peculiar  delight  on  this  fplendid  fcene  of  Britifti 
glory,  the  pervading  fpirit  of  political  prophecy  was  not  backward  in  imparting  its  apprehen- 
fions  of  that  mifchief  which  has  fince  arifen  from  iu. 

The  entire  ceffion  of  the  French  pofleffions  in  North  America^  was  a  fubjeft  of  trembling 
cxpeftation.  in  the  minds  of  many  who  were,  by  no  means,  in  the  habit  of  employing  tlieir 
reafon.iaidie  fpeculations.  While  this  vaft  extent  of  country  remained  in  the  poflcffion  of 
France,  it  certainly  operated  as  a  powerful  rcftraint  upon  the  colonies,  and  by  keeping  them  in 
perpetual  alarms,  obliged  them  to  have  continual  recaurfe  ta  the  parent  ftate  for  aid  and  pro- 
teftion.  The  acquifition  therefore  of  Canada,  &c.  by  freeing  the  Britifh  North  American 
colonies  from  all  apprehenfions  on  that  dangerous  quarter,  afforded  them  a  fecurity  which  they 
had  never  known;  and,  of  courfe,  gave  leifure  for  the  progrefs  of  thofe  ideas,  which  other- 
wife  might  indeed  have  occafionally  rifen  into  exiftcnce,  but  would  never  have  attained. to  any 
degree  of  maturity. 

While  France  poflcflcd  this  ceded  territory,  flie  muft,  in  the  moft  confidential  mo- 
ments of  peace,  have  been,  confidcred,  from  her  American  pofition,  exclufive.  of  all  other 
ctrcumftances,  as  a  natural  enemy  to  Britifti  America ;  and  while  that  idea,  remained, 
the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  muft  have  fubfifl^d.  The  one 
would  have  wanted  protedion,  and  the  other  would  have  required  obedience ;  and  thefe 
reciprocal  obligations  wx>uld  hav£  prcferved  their  union  unbroken  in.  ev^ry  circuraftance 
of  it. 

Thus  the  conchifioQ  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France^  placed  the  North  Ame- 
rican colonies  in  a  fituation  of  advantage  which  they  had  never  before  known,  and  gave  them 
an  unexjperienced  opportunity  to  exert  all  that  natural  vigpur  which  they  have  fince  manifefted. 
That  they  fhould  now  begin  tofeel  their  confequence,  was  a  matter  of  natural  expe£lation  ; 
and  that  the  wifti  to  realize  it,  in  fome  degree,  by  enlarging  their  privileges,  or  prefling  a  little 
on  what  might  be  canfidered  as  the  exuberance  of  parental  authority,  ftiould  be  encouraged: 
among  them^  was  the  lefult  of  their  profperous  and  powerful  condition. 

Thr 
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1765  The  advantages  which  the  Americans  pofleiled  were  numerous ;  nor  did  they  want  a  fplrit 
to  add  to  the  number  of  them.  Their  interior  trade,  as  well  as  external  commerce,  was  greatly 
increafed  ;  their  population  augmented,  their  agriculture  extended,  and  their  knowlege  en- 
larged. While  they  poflcfled  frugality  and  induftry,  thofe  two  leading  principles  of  private 
and  public  profperity,  they  could  boaftan  ardent,  but  wcll-direfted  fpirit  of  commercial  enter- 
prizc ;  and  though  they  declared  a  moft  faithful  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  and  had  mani- 
fcfled,  on  all  occaiions,  a  dutiful  obedience  to  its  government,  yet  the  republican  fpirit  which 
had  led  their  ancedors  to  the  American  defarts,  was  preferved  amongft  them  with  a  traditional 
devotion,  particularly  in  the  New  England  provinces,  and  remained  a  latent  principle  of 
aftion,  ready  to  break  forth  whenever  any  events  fhould  take  place  which  might  encourage  its 
exertion.  Nor  is  it  a  matter  of  dubious  relation,  that  to  attain  a  ftate  of  political  indepen- 
dence, was  a  favourite,  as  it  had  been  a  conftant  hope,  with  many  perfons  of  charafter  and 
influence,  from  the  earlieft  times  of  their  colonization,  till  it  was  univprfally  adopted  in  that 
conteft  which  obtained  it  for  them. 

But  this  was  not  all:— The  French,  long  before  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  1756, 
.  gave  very  unequivocal  proofs  of  their  dcfire  to  efFefl  a  feparation  between  England  and  its 
North  American  colonics  ;  and  when  that  war  had  finally  deprived  them  of  all  expeftation  of 
gaining  any  point  by  the  power  of  their  arms,  they  began  to  praftife  thofe  intrigues,  and  em- 
ploy thofe  artifices,  which  have  fo  often  ferved  that  treacherous  nation  with  better  effeft  than 
more  honourable  exertions.  They  employed  their  fecret,  but  aftive  emiiTaries,  to  diileminate 
fuch  opinions  as  were  beft  calculated  to  raife  the  political  importance  of  America  in  the  opi- 
nion of  its  inhabitants,  and  to  difpofe  them  to  look  with  a  jealous  eye  on  the  regulating  power 
of  the  mother  country.     Such  arts  were  praftifed  with  perfeverance  and  with  fuccefs. 

The  nations  of  Europe  were  alfo  growing  into  what  might  be  confidered,  by  the  impartial 
politician,  as  a  reafonablejealoufy  of  the  amazing  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  would  have 
rejoiced  to  fee  a  limb  broken  off  from  that  coloflal  greatnefs  of  our  country  which  feemed  to 
beftride  the  globe. 

At  this  time,  therefore,  smd  when  all  tbefe  circumftances  were  evident  to  the  moft  common 
obfervation,  it  was  furely  the  true  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  have  employed  the  moft  tempe- 
rate meafures  in  her  government  of  the  American  colonies  ;  and  it  was  at  this  moment  that 
(he  began  to  exercife  her  power,  though  not  indeed  without  confideration  ;  for  the  minifter  of 
that  period  was  not  in  the  habit  of  committing  rafh  adions. 

Mr.  Grenville  poffeffcd  an  uncommon  fpirit  of  induftry,  great  financial  knowledge,  and  un- 
impeached  integrity  :  but  with  thefc,  and  other  eminent  qualities,  there  was  a  contraftion  of 
mind  in  his  charaSer,  that  was  much  better  fuited  to  the  detail  of  an  inferior  department  than 
the  conduft  of  a  great  empire.  He  felt  the  weight  of  debt,  amounting  at  this  time  to  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  millions,  which  oppreflcd  his  country,  and  he  looked  to  the  meliora- 
tion of  the  revenues  as  the  only  mode  of  relieving  it;  He  was  right  in  principle,  but  wrong 
in  praftice.— He  had  ftudied  the  public  revenues  with  a  profeflional  affiduity,  and  profcffional 
ideas  feemed  to  mingle  in  all  his  regulations  concerning  them.  The  methods  which  were 
now  adopted  to  prevent  fmuggling,  might  not  have  been  attended  with  any  unpleafant  con- 
fequences,  if  they  had  been  confined  to  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  but  by  ex- 
tending them  to  the  Ihores  of  America,  they  interrupted  a  commerce,  which  though  not  ft riftly 
legal,  was  extremely  advantageous  to  the  colonics.  They  were  therefore  in  a  ftate  of  no  com- 
mon difcontent  on  account  of  the  afts  of  the  Britilh  Parliament  which  added  to  their  reftraints, 

3  when 
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1765  when  the  ftamp  aft  appeared  to  heighten  their  rcfcntment,  and  raife  a  kind  of  private  difplca- 
fure  into  public  remonftrance  and  general  oppoiition. 

A  number  of  armed  cutters  were  ftationed  around  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  mod 
rigid  orders  were  iflued  to  the  commanders  of  them  to  aft  in  the  capacity  of  revenue  officers. 
They  were  enjoined  to  take  the  ufual  cuftom-houfe  oaths,  and  to  obfcrve  the  regulations  pre- 
fcribed  by  them.  Thus  was  the  dillinguilhed  charafter  of  a  Britifh  naval  officer  degraded  by 
tlic  employments  of  a  tide-waiter,  and  that  aftive,  zealous  courage  which  had  been  accuftomed 
to  the  conqucft  of  an  enemy,  was  now  tq  be  exerted  in  oppofing  a  contraband  trade,  and  to 
find  a  reward  in  the  feizure  of  prohibited  commodities. 

The  clamour  againft  thefe  meafures'  was  loud  in  England  ;  but  in  America  the  difcontent 
on  the  occafion  was  little  ihort  of  outrage.  As  naval  gentlemen,  the  commanders  of  thefe 
veflels  were  not  converfant  in  the  duties  of  revenue  colleftion,  they  were  therefore  oftentimes 
guilty  of  oppreffion  :  remedies  were  indeed  at  hand  in  England  ;  but  as  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty or  the  Treafury  could  alone  reftify  any  errors,  check  any  violence,  puniih  any  injuf- 
tice,  or  rcftore  any  yolated  property,  it  was  always  extremely  difficult,  and  in  many  cafes  al- 
moft  imprafticable,  for  the  Americans  to  obtain  rodrefs. 

But  bad  as  this  evil  was,  there  arofc  one,  from  the  fame  fourcc,  which  was  ftill  worfe. — A 
trade  had  been  carried  on  for  more  than  a  century  between  the  Britilh  and  Spanifh  colonies  in 
the  new  world,  to  the  great  advantage  of  both,  but  efpecially  the  former,  as  well  as  of  the  mo- 
ther country  ;  the  chief  materials  of  it  being  on  the  fide  of  the  Britilh  colonies^  Britifh  manu- 
faftures,  or  fuch  of  their  own  produce  as  enabled  them  to  purchafe  Britifh  manufaftures  for 
their  own  confumption  ;  and,  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  gold  and  filver  in  bullion  and  coin, 
cochineal,  and  medicinal  drugs,  befide  live  ftock  and  mules  ;  which,  in  the  Weft  India  plan- 
tations, to  which  places  alone  thefe  laft  articles  were  carried,  from  their  great  utility,  juftly 
deferved  to  be  confidrrred  of  equal  importance  with  the  moft  precious  metals. 

This  trade  did  not  clafh  with  the  fpirit  of  any  aft  of  Parliament  made  for  the  regulation  of 
the  Britifh  plantation  trade  ;  or,  at  leaft  with  that  fpirit  of  trade  which  univerfally  prevails  in 
our  commercial  afts  :  but  it  was  found  to  vary  fufficicntly  from  the  letter  of  the  former,  to 
give  the  new  revenue  officers  a  plea  for  doing  that  from  principles  of  duty,  which  there  were 
no  fmall  temptations  to  do  from  the  more  powerful  motives  of  intereft.  Accordingly,  they 
feized,  indifcriminately,  all  the  (hips  upon  that  trade,  both  of  fubjefts  and  foreigners  ;  which 
the  cuftom-houfe  officers  ftationed  on  fhore,  either  through  fear  of  the  inhabitants,  a  more  juft 
way  of  thinking,  or  an  happy  ignorance,  had  always  permitted  to  pafs  unnoticed. 

As  the  advantage  of  this  commerce  was  very  much  in  favour  of  Great  Britain,  the  Spanifh 
monarchy  had  always  oppofed  it :  guarda-coftas  were  commiffioned  to  fcour  the  coafts  of  her 
American  dominions,  and  to  feize  every  vefTei  which  approached  too  near  them ;  a  duty  which 
they  had  exercifed  with  fuch  general  licence,  as  to  provoke  the  war  which  broke  out  in  1739. 
The  Britifh  cruizers  feeraed  to  aft  at  this  time  with  the  fame  fpirit  in  deftroying  this  com- 
merce, fo-that  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  it  was  almoft  wholly  annihilated. 

This  circumftince  was  to  the  northern  colonies  a  deprivation  of  the  moft  ferious  nature.— 
This  traffic  had  long  proved  the  mine  from  whence  they  drew  thofe  fupplics  of  gold  and  filver 
that  enabled  them  to  make  copious  remittances  to  England,  and  to  provide  a  fufficiency  of 
current  fpccie  at  home.  A  fuddcn  ftop  being  thus  put  to  fuch  a  fource  of  advantage,  the  Ame- 
ricans cxprefled  the  injury  they  fuftained  in  the  harlheft  terms  that  a  fenfe  of  injury  could  in- 
fpirc.     But  infpitc  of  all  complaints,  the  miniftry  continued  to  proceed  in  their  unfortunate 
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4765  career,  and  nieafures  equally  ofTeniive  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  Americran  colonies  coti« 
tinucd  to  be  lucxeffivcly  adopted. 

Befides  (his  trade  carried  on  between  tbc  Britifli  colonies  in  general,  cfpeciailly  thpfe  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  the  Spanilh,  there  had  for  a  long  time  fubfifted  one  equally  cxtcnfive  be- 
tween the  Britifh  North  American  colonies  in  paFticular,  and  thofe  of  the  French  Weft  In^ 
dies,  to  the  great  ad-vantage  of  both,  as  it  confifted  chiefly  in  fuch  goods  as  rauft  otherwife 
have  remained  upon  the  hands  of  the  poffeflbrs ;  fo  that  it  united,  in  the  ftriftcft  fenfe,  all 
thofe  benefits  which  liberal  minds  inchide  in  the  idea  of  a  well  regulated  commerce,  as  tend- 
ing, in  the  higheft  degree,  to  the  mutual  welfare  of  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it. 

In  thefe  benefits  the  refpeftive  mother  countries  had,  without  doubt,  a  very  large  fhare^ 
though  it  maybe  impoflible  to  determine  which,  upon  the  whole,  had  the  moft.  Wc  had  enough 
to  engage  thofe  in  power  to  think  it  worth  connivance,  for  it  certainly  was  not  ftriftly  to  law, 
in  confideration  of  the  vaft  quantity  of  manufactures  -it  enabled  our  American  colonies  to  take 
from  us ;  and  this  alfo,  in  fpite  of  all  the  clamours  which  thofe  concerned  in  our  Weft  India 
trade  and  poiTeiliotis  could  raife  againft  it,  as  enabling  the  French  to  underfell  'them  in  Weft 
India  produce  at  the  foreign  markets.  This  outcry  might  indeed  be  found  to  arife,  in  a  great 
meafure,  from  another  coniideration,  which  it  was  not  fo  proper  fox  thefe  gentlemen  to  avow, 
.  that  of  their  not  getting  fo  good  a  price  as  otherwife  they  miglu  cxpeft,  for  fuch  part  of  their 
produce  as  they  fold  in  the  markets  of  their  mother  country  ;  and  which,  confidering  the  vaft 
demand  for  it,  «ven  by  the  poor,  to  whom,  from  long  habit,  it  is  become  one  of  the  chief  nc- 
ceiTaries  of  life,  it  would  have  favoured  of  oppreflionif  4t  had  been  permitted  to  advance  in 
price.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  this  trade  was  fufFered  to  be  carried  on  in  the  late  war  between 
•Great  Briuin  and  France ;  dire£My,  by  means  of  flags  of  truce ;  and  indireflly,  through  the  Dutch 
and  Danifh  iflands  ;  and  afterwards  through  the  Spanifti  port  of  Monte  Chrifti,  in  the  ifland 
of  Hifpaniola  ;  till,  at  laft,  the  vaft  advantages  the  French  received  from  it  above  what  the 
Englifti  could  expeft,  in  confcquencc  of  our  having,  in  a  manner,  laid  ficge  to  all  their  Weft 
India  iflands,  determined  governmeiTt  to  put  a  ftop  to  it. 

In  doing  this,  however,  they  did  not  think  proper  to  confider  it  fo  much  in  the  light  of  a 
contraband  trade,  as  in  that  of  a  treafonable  pra£lice,  by  fupplying  the  enemy  with  neceflaries, 
without  which  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  thefe  valuable  iflands  to  hold  out  fo  long 
againft  our  attempts  to  reduce  them.  Accordingly,  as  foon  as  the  conclufion  of  the  war  had 
taken  the  appellation  of  treafon  from  this  trade,  it  returned  again  to  its  priftine,  flourifliing 
condition;  and  thus  it  remained,  till  it  funk  beneath  the  fame  blow  with  the  trade  between 
'VLS  and  the  Spaniards,  whofe  hiftory  we  have  already  related. 

This  trade  not  only  prevented  our  North  American  colonies  from  being  drained  of  their 
current  cafli,  by  the  calls  of  the  mother  country  upon  them,  but  added  greatly  to  it,  fo  as  to 
—  make  it,  in  fome  meafure,  keep  pace  with  their  domeftic  trade,  which  could  not  but  greatly 
increafe  in  proportion  to  the  remarkable  increafe  of  naankind  in  a  part  of  the  world,  where  the 
cheapnefs  of  land  determines  fo  great  a  part  of  the  inhabiunts  to  the  exercife  of  the  rural  arts, 
which  are  known  to  be  fo  favourable  to  population. 

Though  the  fuppreflion  of  that  trade  which  wc  have  juft  been  relating,  inftcad  of  barely  in- 
tcrrupting  thefe  fupplies  of  the  neceflaries  and  conveniencics  of  life,  which  the  North  Ameri- 
can colonies  were  before  accuftomcd  to  receive  in  return  for  their  fuperfluities  and  incum* 
brances,  tended  vifibly,  by  obftruding  their  internal  commerce,  to  deprive  them,  in  a  great 
degree,  even  of  thofe  bleflings,  the  fourccs  of  which  lay  within  thcmfelves  j  yet  a  Jaw  was 
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intercourfe  with  the  other  {European  colonies  in  the  new  world,  loaded  the  beft  part  of  ijt  with 
-duties  fo  far  above  its  ftrength  to  bear,  as  to  render  it  pontraband  to  ail  intents  and  pHrpofes. 
Beiides,  it  ordered  the  money  arifing  from  thefe  duties  to  be  paid,  and  in  fpecie,  into  the 
Britiih  Exchequer,  to  the  entire  draining  of  the  little  ready  money  which  might  be  ftill  re- 
maining intbe  colonies  ;  and  within  a  fortnight  after,  another  law  was  palTed  to  hinder  the 
-  colonies  from  fupplying  the  demand  of  money  for  their  internal  wants,  by  preventing  fuch 
paper  bills  of  credit  as  might  be  afterwards  in  them,  from  being  made  legal  tender  in  payment ; 
and  the  legal  tender  of  fuch  bills  as  were  actually  fubiifting,  from  being  prolonged  beyond  the 
periods  already  limited  for  calling  in  and  linking  the  fame. 

Thefe  new  regulations  following  each  other  fo  rapidly,  produced  an  equal  degree  of  furprize 
and  difcontent  among  tlie  people  of  North  America.  Warm  and  fpirited  remonftrances  were 
fent  to  England  on  the  occaiion.  Among  other  arguments  they  alleged,  that  fuch  reftraints 
upon  their  trade  were  abfoiutely  ruinous,  as  they  tended  to  put  an  end  to  the  clearing  of  their 
lands,  and  clamped  tiie  profecution  of  their  fiiheries.  They  alfo  alTerted,  that  unlets  thofe 
foreign  ports  where  they  depofited  the  furplus  of  their  corn,  and  of  the  provifions  of  all  kinds 
with  which  their  country  abounded,  were  freely  opened  to  them,  they  knew  not  whither  to 
carry  them.  The  Briiifh  iflands  in  the  Weft*  Indies  were  not  equal  to  their  confumption,  and 
Great  Britain  did  not  want  them :  it  was  abfoiutely  necedary,  therefore,  that  fome  places  for 
the  difpofal  of  them  ihould  be  permitted,  wl^re  they  might  fetch  a  reafonable  price. 

But  fuch  remonftrances,  though  founded  in  national  policy,  were  not  regarded,  and  the 
Americans  became  determined  to  unite  in  a  general  oppolition  to  the  views  of  the  Britifh  mi- 
niftry.  Public  meetings  were  held,  and  refolutions  were  entered  into,  to  make  no  further  im- 
portations from  Great  Britain  but  fuch  as  unavoidable  neceiTity  required ;  and  to  encourage, 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  every  kind  of  manufafture  that  was  pradticable  among  thcm- 
felves.  Thefe  refolutions  were  fteadily  obferved  in  America,  and  their  eifefts  were  ferioufly 
felt  in  England  :  the  manufa£turers  began  to  exprefs  their  alarms  ;  and  minifters  found  that 
trans-Atlantic  difcontents  were  re*echoed  in  their  own  ftreets. 

It  is  indeed  proper  to  obferve,  that  all  the  money  arifing  from  the  above  duties,*^  was  to  be 
referved  for  defraying  the  charges  of  protefting  the  colonics  on  which  it  was  levied ;  and  tliat, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  the  law  for  reftraining  the  increafe  of  paper  money,  feveral  new  laws 
were  made  to  encfeafe  and  encourage,  as  well  as  regulate,  the  coirimercial  intercourfe  of  our 
North  AoEierican  colonies  with  the  mother  country :  fuch  as  a  bill  for  granting  leave,  for  a 
limited  time,  for  carrying  rice  from  the  provinces  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  other 
parts  of  America,  on  paying  Britifti  duties ;  a  bill  for  granting  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of 
hemp,  as  well  as  rough  and  undrefled  flax,  from  the  American  colonies  to  Gr^at  Britain ;  and 
a  bill  to  encourage  the  whale'-fifhery  on  their  coafts.  But,  unfortunately,  the  efFeds  of  all 
thefe  laws  to  reftrain  the  foreign,  and  cramp  the  domeftic  trade  of  the  colonies,  were  certain 
and  inftantaneous ;  *whereas  the  efiefts  of  the  laws  made  for  their  benefit,  which  might  com- 
penfate,  in  fome  degree,  for  thefe  evils,  was,  if  not  uncertain,  at  leaft  remote. 

The  minifter,  from  wbofe  honeft,  but  miftaken  intentions  to  ferve  his  country,  proceeded 
all  the  regulations  and  laws  relating  to  the  Britifh  colonies  which  we  have  already  mentioned, 
thought  it  right  that  a  meafure  of  fo  much  importance  and  novelty  as  the  paifmg  a  law  to  levy 
a  tax  in  North  America,  ihould  no^  be  brought  forward  without  giving  the  colonies  whb  were 
to  pay  the  tax,  and  the  members  of  both  Houfes^  who  were  to  join  in  paffing  the  a£t,  fulEcient 
Vol.  IV.  I  opportunity 
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poilponing  all  further  proceedings  upon  the  refolution  of  laft  feffion,  for  impoiing  a  ilamp 
duty  in  America,  which  was  to  give  the  colonies  time  to  offer  a  compenfation  for  the  revenue 
fuch  a  tax  nlight  produce*  But  this  conduft  in  the  minifterr  which  was  reprefented  by  many 
as  a  rare  example  0/ political  moiteratiod  and  candour,  did  not  receive  fuch  a  favourable  inter«^ 
pretation  from  the  colonies  who  were  the  objefts  of  it.  They  feemed  to  confider  it  as  an 
afiront  rather  than  a  compliment ;  and  inftead  ef  offering  'a  compenfatioi^  for  the  propofed 
duty,  fome  of  them  tranfmitted  petitions  to  be  prefented  to  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
pofitively  and  dire£lly  queftioning  the  authority  and  jurifdi&ion  of  Parliament  over  their  pro- 
perties. 

The  vote,  indeed,  concerning  the  propriety  of  laying  a  itamp  duty  on  tlie  colonies,  pafled 
the  lower  Houfe  of  Parliament,  in  the  preceding  feffion,  without  interruption  ;  but  the  final 
completion  of  the  obje£l  of  that  vote,  in  pafling  it  into  a- law,  was  attended  with  very  ferious^ 
and  able  debates,  both  as  to  the  right  of  the  Britifh  legiilature  tx>  tax  the  colonies  wit^liout  their 
concurrence  ;  and,  fuppofing  that  right  to  exift,  the  expediency  of  exerciiing  it  for  the  purpofe 
in  agitation.  The  bill,  however,  made  its  way  through  bothNHoufes,  under  the  fandion  of 
great  majorities  ;  and,  at  laft,  his  Majefty  being  indifpofed,  received  the  royal  alTent  by  com?* 
miflion  on  the  22d  of  March. 

Befides  the  claufe  in  this  bill  which  ena£ted,  that  the  money  arifing  firom  the  duties  impo* 
fed  by  it  Ihould  be  referved  for  defraying  the  charge  of  proteAing  the  colonies,  there  pailed 
another  biU  to  encourage  the  importation  of  all  kinds  of  timber  from  them  ;  which,  copfider- 
ing  how  plentiful  that  article  is  in  moft  parts  of  North  America,  mi^t,  in  fome  places,  com* 
penfate  for  tl^e  operations  of  tlie  ftamp  dfity  ;  at  leaft  much  more  fo  thaa  the  douceurs  allowed 
in  the  preceding  feflion  could  counterad  the  effects  of  the  import  and  export  duties  laid  on  at 
the  fame  time.  But  the  color^ies  were  too  much  foured  to  be  brought,  at  prefent,.  to  any 
moderate  degree  of  temper,  but  by  an  immediate  removal  of  the  principal  grievance.  For  no 
fooner  did  tlie  news  of  the  (lamp  a£l  having  received  the  royal  aficnt  arrive  in  America,  than 
the  anxiety  of  fearful  expfdation  turned  to/ury,  and  broke  out  into  a£lion  in  every  part  of 
that  continent.  Bofton,  the  capital  of  New  England,  where  this  afili£bing  iiitelligence,  very 
unfortunately,  fiTK  arrived,  exprtfled  its  refentment  in  a  manner  perfectly  conformable  to  its 
republican  charader,  and  offered  an- example  of  outrageous  oppofition  to  the  reft  of  the  colo- 
nies :  the  colours  of  the  fiiipping  in  the  harbour  were  difplayed  half-maft  high,  in  token  of  the 
deepeft  mourningy — the  bells  rang  muffled, — the  ad  itfelf  was  printed  with  the  decoration  of 
a  death's-head,  and  cried  publicly  about  the  ftreets,  by  the  title  of  *•  The  Folly  of  England, 
**  and  the  Ruin  af  America." 

Thefe  firft  effufions  of  rage  and  refentment  were  foHowed  by  a  ferics  of  the  moft  fevcre  at- 
tacks from  the  public  papers.  The  aft  itfelf  was  treated  with  the  moft  ignominious  contempt » 
it  was  publicly  committed  to  the  flames,  in  feveral  places,  by  the  enraged  populace,  together 
with  the  effigies  of  fuch  as  were  imagined  to  have  been  the  principal  promoters  of  it.     . 

While  the  lower  ckfl&s  perpetrated  every  kind  of  outrage,  the  higher  order  of  people  did  not 
interfere  to  obflruft  them.  They  faw,  perhaps,  with  fecret  fktisfaAion,  how  well  they  could 
be  fopported  in  the  determination  they  had  formed  to  refift  the  defigns  of  Great  Britain*  Even 
the  ailemblies  themfelves  connived,  in  faft,  at  thefe  tumiukuous  proceedings,  by  declining  to 
afEft  their  governors,  and  other  officers  invefted  with  lawful  authority,  either  with  tlieir  advice 
or  countenance.  They  left  them  to  aft  fingly,  as  they  might  think  proper,  without  giving  them- 
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confequence  of  them. 

When  the  account  of  this  date  of  American  difcontent  was  received  in  England,  feveral 
mafters  of  (hips  refufed  to  take  any  {lamps  on  board  for  the  colonies,  and  it  foon  appeared  that 
their  precaution  was  wetl- founded  ;  for  fuch  as  ventured  to  take  them,  had  great  reafon  to  re- 
pent it,  on  arriving  at  their  deftincd  ports  ;  where,  to  fave  their  veflcls  from  fire,  and  them^ 
felves  from  the  gallows,  mod  of  them  were  oWiged  to  furrender  their  execrated  cargoes  into 
the  hands  of  the  enraged  multitude^  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  ignominious  manner  in  which 
the  aft  itfelf  had  been  treated  ;  while  the  reft  were  glad  to  take  (hclter  under  the  guns  of  fuch 
of  the  King*s  fhips  as  happened  to  be  at  hand  to  proteft  them. 

Thofe  gentlemen  who  came  from  England  with  commiflions  to  aft  as  diftributors,  fared 
ftill  worfe  :  in  fhort,  the  temper  of  ail  ranks  of  people  againft  this  aft  was  as  violent  as  it  was 
univcrfal.  The  ademblies  themfelves,  from  being  filent  fpeftators  of  thefe  popular  commo- 
tions, became  at  length  the  principal  aftors  in  the  important- fcenes  that  followed. 

Encouraged  i^  what  they  faw,  and  what  they  daily  heard  from  all  parts  of  the  continent, 
they  foon  avowed  their  fentiments  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  openly  declared  that  the  au- 
thority aflumed  over  North  America  was  illegal,  and  that  Great  Britain  had  no  right  to  im- 
pofe  taxes  upon  them  without  their  fr<?e  confent. 

In  thefe  refolutions  the  concurrence  of  the  colonies  was  untverfal :  though  they  differed  in 
a  variety  of  eiTcntlal  points,  both  civil  and  religious,  there  was  no  diflent^ng  voioe  among 
them  in  their  oppofition  to  the  defigns  of  tlw  Britifh  miniftry. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  Virginia  took,  the  lead,  and  began  the  work  of  an  unreferved  denial 
to  the  requifitions  of  the  mother  country^ 

On  the  8th  of  June,  MaHachufeti^s  Bay  voted  450I.  to  pay  the  expences  of  their  three  dele- 
gates to  Congrefs. 

On  the  26th  of  Auguft,  the  rioters  at  Bofton  deftroyed  th^  lieutenant-governor's  houfb. 

On  the  ift  of  Oftober,  the  firft  general  continental  Congrefs  was  held  at  New  York  ;  who, 
after  feveral  refolutions,  declarations,'  &c.  petitioned  his  Majefty  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances. 

On  the  5th  of  Oftober,  the  aflembly  of  Mailachufett's  Bay  deemed  it  lawful  to  do  bufinefs 
without  (lamps ;  and  the  militia  refufed  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  governor. 

Indeed,  fo  very  univerfal  had  the  oppofition  to  the  ftamp  aft  been,  and  fo  very  fuccefsful 
in  Its  operations,  that  by  the  ift  of  November,  the  time  when  the  aft  took  place,  not  a  fheet 
of  damped  paper  was  to  be  had  throughout  the  feveral  colonies  of  New  York,  New  England, 
New  Jerfey,  Virginia,  Maryland,  or  the  two  Carolinas,  except  a  fmall  parcel  which  the  gover- 
nor of  New  York,  terrified  by  the  threats  of  the  enraged  populace,  had  furrendered  into  the 
hands  of  the  corporation  of  that  place,  on  condition  that  it  (hould  not  be  deftroyed,  as  the  reft 
had  been :  fo  that  all  bufinefs  which  could  not  be  legally  carried  on  without  ftamps,  was  to- 
tally interrupted,  ^except  that  of  news-printing,  whicli  the  printers  ftill  continued,  pleading  in 
excufe,  that  if  they  did  not,  the  populace  would  treat  them  with  the  (ame  rigour  which  had 
been  exercifed  towards  the  ftamp  diftxibutors. 

But  the  confequences  of  this  ftagnation  foon  began  to  be  fo  feverely  felt,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants,  who  were  fiill  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  the  aft,  began  to  think  how  tliey  could  effeftually 
^ude  it.  At  length,  the  governors  of  fome  of  the  provinces,  though  bound  by  the  aft  to 
fwear  to  fee  k  obferved,  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  thinking,  with  fome  reafon,  the  total 
ftoppagje  of  all  public  bufinefs  of  fuch  bad  confequencc  to  the  community,  as  to  render  law- 
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1765  ful  the  notl-compliancc  with  any  injunSions  laid  on  them,  or  even  the  breach  of  any  oath- 
taken  by  them  in  confequence  of  injunftions,  merely  for  the  fake  of  that  community,  thought 
))roper  to  difpenfe  with  the  ufe  of  ftamps,  grounding  their  difpenfation  on  the  abfolute  im- 
poflfibility  of  procuring  any ;  and,  accordingly,  granted  certificates  of  that  impoiTibility  to  all 
outward-bound  veflcls,  to  proteft  them  from  the  penalties  of  the  a£l  in  other  pahs  of  his^ 
Majcfty's  dominions. 

Among  the  different  methods  which  the  Americans  adopted  to  avoid  any  injury  from  this 
aft,  thofe  which  we  are  about  to  relate  appear  to  be  the  beft, — The  merchants  of  all  thofe  co- 
lonies that  ventured  to  give  it  a  declared  oppofition,  entered  into  the  moft  folemn  engagements^ 
with  each  other,  not  only  to  difcontinue  the  ordering  any  more  goods  from  Great  Britain, 
and  recal  the  orders  they  had  already  given,  if  not  obeyed  by  the  firft  of  January,  1766^  but 
even  not  to  difpofe  of  any  Britiih  goods  fent  them  on  commiilion,  that  were  not  Shipped  be- 
fore that  day;  or,  if  they  confented  to  any  relaxation  from  thcfe  engagements,  it  was  not  ta 
take  place  till  the  (lamp  ad,  and  even  the  fugar  and  paper  money  ads  were  repealed. 

The  people  of  Philadelphia  likewifc  refolved,  though  not  unanimouily,  that  till  fuch  re« 
peal,  na  lawyer  fhould  put  in  fuit  a- demand  for  money  owing  by  a  refident  in  America  to  any 
one  rcfiding  in  England ;  and  that  no  perfon  in  America,  however  indebted  in  England,, 
fhould  make  any  remittances  there.  Thefe  refolutions  were  adopted  by  the  retailers^  who 
unanitnoufly  agreed  not  to  buy  or  fell  any  Britifh  goods  fliipped  contrary  to  them. 

Ireland,  however,  received  coniiderable  advantage  from-  thefc  proceedings,  as  thofe  goods 
and  commodities  which  were  abfolut?ely  neceflary,  they  imported  from  that  country,  in  ex- 
change for  their  hemp  and  flax-feed,  of  which  they  yearly  fend  her  very  large  quantities.     In 
the  mean  time,  however,  they  omitted  no  methods  to  free  themfelves  even  from  this  de- 
.  pendencc. 

A  fociety  of  arts,  manufaftures,  and  commerce,  on  the  plan  of  that  eftablifhed  in  London, 
was  inftituted  at  New  York,  and  markets  opened  for  the  faie  of  home-made  goods ;  by  which 
it  foon  appeared,  that  neither  the  natives  nor  tlie  manu&fturers  who  had,  for  fome  time  paft> 
been  invited  from  Britain,  by  very  ample  encouragements,  had  been  idle.  Linens,  woollens, 
fome  of  the  coarfer  kinds  of  iron  ware,  malt  fpirits,  paper  hangings,  &c.  were  produced  to  the 
fociety,  and  when  offered  to  fale,  as  greedily  purchafcd.  At  the  fame  time,  left  the  new  wooU 
len  manufaftories  fliould  be  checked  by  a  dearth  of  materials,  moft  of  the  inhabitants  came 
to  a  refolution  not  to  eat  any  lamb,  and  not  to  deal  with  any  butcher  who  Ihould  kill  or  ex- 
pofe  lamb  to  fale.  In  (hort,  an  increafed  fpiritof  induftry  and  frugality  univerfally  prevailed  ; 
the  moft  wealthy,  and  even  fafhionable  people,  were  foremoft  in  fetting  an  example  of  thcfe 
virtues  to  their  countrymen^  by  wearing  home-fpun  cloatlis,  rather  than  make  ufe  of  Britifli 
manufaAures,  which,  till  this  unfortunate  period,  they  favoured  with  the  moft  partial  pre- 
ference. A  refolution  was  alfo,  at  this  time,  in  contemplation,  of  flopping  tlie  exportation  of 
tobacco  from  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  to  Great  Britain  ;  by  which,  confidering  the  great 
quantities  of  thdt  article  re*exported  from  Great  Britain,  and  tlie  immenfe  fum  fo  impercepti- 
bly raifed  by  what  Ihe  herfelf  confumes  of  it,  her  trade,  and  efpecially  her  revenue,  could  not 
fail  of  being  confiderably  affefted. 

Thus  did  the  fix  principal  Britifh  colonies  of  North  America,  viz.  New  England,  New 
Yoric,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  the  two  Carolinas,  and  Maryland,  conduftthem- 
felves  in  confequence  of  the  ftamp  aft,  from  the  time  of  their  firft  hearing  of  its  beii^  voted  in 
Parliament  to  be  a  proper  mcafure,  till  they  were  aflured  of  its  abfolutc  repeal.     The  other 

3     •  North 
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765.  North  American  colonies,  poffibly  more  from  11  fcnfe  of  their  weaknefs"  than  a  principle  of 
duty,  thought  proper  to  fubmit  to  it,  but  not  all  with  equal  grace.  The  Weft  India  iflands 
manifeiled  a  ready  fubmiffion,  on  this  occafion,  to  the  mother  country,  except*  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's  and  Nevis,  whofe  populace  fofFered  themfelves  to  be  fo  far  impofcd  on  by  the  crews  of 
feme  New  England  veileis  in  their  harbours,  as  to  rival  the  violence  of  the  continental  Ame* 
ricans*  Here  then  we  muft  quit  this  important  fubje£t,  till  tlie  hiftory  of  the  fucceeding  year 
calls  us  to  the  renewal  of  it. 

In  the  fpring  of  this  year,  no  common  apprebeniions  were  entertained  for  the  public  tran- 
quillity, by  the  numerous  ailembiing  and  difcontented  ftate  of  tlve  journeymen  filk^-weavers  of 
London.  Thefe  labouring  manufacturers  being  reinforced  by  thofe  of  all  the  other  trades 
more  immediately  depending  upon  that  branch,  conceiving  then^felves  greatly  injured  by  the 
too  free  ufe  of  French  filks,  &c.  afiembled  by  beat  of  drum,  with  tlicir  wives  and  children, 
to  the  amount  of  many  thoufands,  in  Spital-fields  and  Moor-fields,  in  order  ta  petition  the 
King  and  Parliament  for  redrefs,  by  a  total  prohibition  of  that  article;  and  frpm  thence  pro- 
ceeded, in  different  bodies,  to  St.  James's  and  Weftminftcr  Hall,  and  not  only  furrounded 
the  palace  and  the  two  houfcs  of  Parliament,  but,  by  their  numbers,  in  fome  meafure  ob- 
'  ftru£ted  the  communication  between  tiiem.  This  appearance,  together  with  the  reports  that 
the  weavers  of  the  inland  towns,  and  dieir  dependants  in  trade,  were  coming  up  to  join  their 
diftreiled  brethren  in  London,  could  not  fail  of  caufing  a  very  ferious  alarm  throughout  tlie 
metropolis ;  for  had  fuch  a  jun£tion  of  deftitute,  difcontented  people  taken  place,  or  even  l^d 
the  London  iUk  manufaAur^rs,  inilead  of  feeking  redrefs  from  the  head,  taken  upon  them  to 
redrefs  themfelves,  there  is  no  faying  how  far  the  flame  might  have  fpread,  or  what  fatal  con- 
fcquences  might  have  followed  before  it  could  have  been  extinguifhed.  But,  providentially, 
they  were  prevented  from  committing  any  very  violent  outrage  by  the  fteady  exertion  of  the 
civil,  aided  by  the  military  power;  and  their  difpleafure,  after  indulging  itfclf  in  befetting  the 
houfe  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  had  delivered  his  fentiinents  concerning  tlicm  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers^  with  uncommon  feverity^  and  in  breaking  the  windows  of  forae  houfes 
where  French  filks  were  fuppofed  to  be  fold,  was  finally  appeafed  without  further  mifchief,  by 
a  feafonable  fubfcriptioh  for  their  prefent  relief,  and  an  aflbciation  among  the  principal  filk 
mercers  to  recal  all  the  orders  they  had  given  for  foreign  manufaftures*. 
To  make  a*  applaufive  mention  of  fuch  men  as  have  extended  commerce  by  their  gcniu?, 

improved  it  by  their  induftry,  or  honoured  it  by  their  virtue,  h  our  duty  and  our  pleafure : 

It  becomes  us  therefore  to  relate,  that  Stephen  Theodore  Janfen,  Efq.  was,  in  confequence  of 
his  conduft  as  a  magiftrate,  and  his  integrity  as  a  merchant,  at  this  time  elefted  to  the  confi- 
dential and  profitable  office  of  chamberlain  of  London,  of  which  city  he  was  then  alderman, 
as  he  had  l>efbfe  been  chief  magiflratc  and  reprefentative.  He  was  the  firft  fherifF  who,  for  a 
longtime,  ventured  to  fee  the  fentence  of  juflice  executed  at  Tyburn,  even  in  cafes  that 
fecined  to  require  it  moft,  without  the  aid  of  military  forces  On  his  failure,  the  year  after 
his  mayoralty,  his  friends  fettled  a  confiderable  annuity  upon  him ,  when,  referving  but  a 
bare  fubfiflencc  for  himfelf,  he  annually  divided  the  refl:  amongft  his  creditors,  though  they 
had  figned  his  certificate,  and  confequently  could  not  have  compelled  him  to  pay  an  additional 
farthings  A  confiderable  portion  of  his  income  as  chamberlain  he  fet  apart  for  the  fame  ho- 
nourable purpofe  :  he  alfo  fold  an  annuity  of  500L  which  was  left  him  by  his  brother,  fooa 
after  his  eleftion  to  that  office,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors  :  fo  that  he,  at  length,  dif- 
charged  every  debt  that  had  been  incurred  during  his  commercial  life;  and  enjoyed,  as  he  well 

dcferved. 
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integrity. 

A  proclamation  appeared  in  the  London  gazette,  on  thie  23d  of  February,  revoking  all  the 
then  exiAing  Mediterranean  pafles  within  the  term  of  two  years,  at  which  time  they  were  to 
be  exchanged  for  new  ones,  except  pafles  granted  to  fhips  gone  or  going  to  the  Eafi  Indies, 
or  other  remote  places,  where  they  cannot  be  timely  fumiihed  with  them  ;  which  pailes  were 
to  continue  in  force  for  two  years  after  the  faid  term.  This  was  done,  according  to  the  pro* 
clamation,  tp  prevent  a  mifunderftanding  between  us  and  the  governments  on  the  coaft  of 
Barbary  ;  feveral  pafles  having,  during  the  war,  or  by  undue  means,  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
foreigners,  who  being  engaged  in  hoitilities  with  thofe  dates,  employed  them  to  prcferve  their 
property  fiom  capture. 

On  the  firft  of  June,  in  this  year,  the  Eaglifli  colours  were  hoifled  on  tlie  caftle  of  Cattle- 
town,  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  the  fovercignty  of  that  ifland  being  now  annexed  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  a  few  days  after,  bis  Majefty  was  proclaimed  throughout  that  ifland. 

By  his  Majefty's  proclamation  relative  to  the  purchafe.of  this  fovcreignty,  for  which  70,000!, 
was  paid  to  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Athol.  all  pcrfons,  except  thofe  employed  by  the  late 
proprietors  in  colleding  the  revenues,  were  continued  in  their  refpeftive  places  and  employ- 
ments, and  ordered  to  take  the  oaths  to  his  Majefty  within  one  calendar  month  after  the  pub- 
lication ;  and  all  jiiri(di£lions,  authorities,  and  forms  of  law,  a£ts  of  ftate,  &c.  from  the  21ft 
of  this  month,  were  to  be  executed  and  iflued  in  his  Majefty*s  name. 

The  inhabitants  were  allowed  fix  months  to  difpofc  of  their  ftock  in  h»id  ;  and,  after  that 
time,  were  to  become  fubje£l  to  the  fame  taxes,  cuftoms,  and  duties  as  the  peopk  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  be  under  the  fame  regulations  and  reftrifiioas;  for  which  purpofe,  an  excife- 
oflice  and  cuttom-houfe  were  immediately  eftabliflied. 

By  an  abftraft  of  the  clear  revenue  of  this  ifland,  from  1754  to  1763^  the  medium  iucome 
appears  to  have  beeii  79293I.  per  annum ;  of  which,  the  land  revenue  for  the  laft  y«ar  wa$ 
1,4091.  17s.  6d. — and  the  annual  income  of  the  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  lord  of  the  ifle,  was 
about  107L 

Thus  this  ifland,  which  had  fo  long  been  an  afylum  for  fmugglers  and  outlaws,  and  a  kind 
of  open  magazine  for  contraband  goods,  was  brought  within  the  pale  of  regular  government, 
and  enabled  to  pour  in  a  juft  contribution  to  the  general  treafury  of  the  Briiifli  empire. 

It  may  not  be  thought  improper  to  add  to  this  article,  an  abfiraQ  of  the  a£t  of  Parliament 
for  annexing  the  ifland  and  lordftiip  of  Man  to  tlie  crown,  upon  the  furrchdcr  of  the  Duke 
and  Duchefs.of  Athol. 

•«  After  dating  the  feveral  grants,  by  which  the  Duke  of  Athol  and  his  predeceflbrs  the 
Earls  of  Derby  held  the  faid  ifland,  and  the  agreement  made  by  the  prefent  Duke  and  Duchefs 
with  the  lords  of  his  Majcfty's  treafury,  it  is  enafted,  that  the  faid  ifland,  caftle  and  lordftiip 
of  Man,  and  all  thetflands  and  lordfliips,  royalties  and  regalities,  franchifes,  liberties  and  fea 
ports  to  the  fame  belonging,  and  all  other  the  hereditaments  and  premifes  granted  by  the  feve- 
ral letters  patent  to  the  family  of  Derby,  &c.  fliall  be  unalienably  veiled  in  his  Majefty  and 
his  fucceflbrs,  excepting  and  referving  to  the  Duke  of  Athol  and  his  heirs,  the  patronage  of 
the  bifliopric  of  the  ifland  of  Man,  or  of  the  biflioprics  of  Sodor  and  Man,  the  temporalities 
of  the  fame  when  vacant,  and  all  other  patronages  and  eccleflaftlcal  beilefices  within  the  iflands : 
alfo  referving  the  landed  property,  with  all  rights  in  or  over  the  foil,  as  lords  of  the  manor, 
with  all  courts  baron,  rents,  fervices,  and  other  incidents  to  fuch  courts  belonging  ;  waftes, 

.:       ^ns, 
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ferving  the  honorary  fervice  of  rendering  to  his  Majefty's  heirs  and  raccelTors,  Kings  and 
Queens  of  England,  two  falcons  on  the  days  of  their  refpeflive  coronations." 

In  the  month  of  July  a  board  of  longitude  was  held  at  the  Admiralty,  when  tlie  marine  table 
for  finding  the  longitude  at  fea,  by  the  lunar  method,  invented  by  a  Mr.  Witchel,  was  taken 
into  coniideration  and  approved,  and  a  thoufand  pounds  ordered  to  be  advanced,  to  enable  the 
inventor  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  and  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Ifrael  Lypns,  junior,  Mr.  Wil« 
}jam  Wales,  of  Greenwich^  and  Mr.  Mapfon,  were  appointed  computers  of  a  nautical  eplie- 
mcrisy  for  the  ufe  of  navigation  and  aftronomy ;  and  Mr.  Richard  Dunithorne  to  coriefl  the 
fame  for  the  prefs. 

About  this  time,  the  French,  with  their  ufual  fpirit  of  encroachment,  made  an  attempt  to 
fiih  on  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  from  whence  they  were  excluded  by  treaty  ;  but 
the  aftive  vigilance,  and  fpirited  conduA  of  Governor  Pallifer,  who  took  feveral  of  the  boats, 
&c.  prevented  any  continuance  of  a  pradlice,  fo  contrary  to  national  honour  and  good  faith. 

In  the  cqurfe  of  the  month  of  Augud,  eight  (hips,  which  had  been  long  and  anxioufly  ex- 
pe£ted  from  New  Spain,  and  another  from  Buenos  Ayres,  arrived  at  Cadiz.  The  cargoes  of 
tbefe  (hips  were  eftimated  at  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  the  regiftered  gold  and  filver 
amounted  to  near  nine  millions. 

His  moil  Chrifiian  Majefly,  from  a  coniideration  that  it  was  iiapaiSble  for  Englifh  ihips  to 
fail  to  and  from  the  Englifh  iilands,  as  well  as  for  French  fhips  to  fail  to  and  from  the  French 
iflands,  in  the  Weil  Indies^  without  often  coming  within  a  league  of  the  fhores  belonging  to 
the  other,  and  even  fometimes  touching  at  their  ports  ;  by  a  ktter  to  the  Governor  of  Marti* 
nico,  fufpends  the  orders  which  he  had  formerly  given^  to  feize  and  confifcate  fhips  and  car- 
goes in  thefe  circumftances,  with  a  view,  as  his  ordinance  jjsts  forth,  to  prevent  the  illicit  trade 
heretofore  carried  on  between  his  fubjefts  and  the  Englifh  ;  obferving,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
fuchareflridion  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  London,  as  tliat  now  aholifhed  by  him,  would 
be  equally  prejudicial  to  the  French. 

On  the  3ifl  of  O£lober,  between  the  hours  of  (even  and  eight  in  the  ev.ening,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  died  fuddenly  at  his  houfe  in  Upper  Grofvenor-ftreet. 

The  death  of  fuch  a  great  and  illuilrious  charaAcr,  is  an  event  which  muil  at  all  times  be 
lamented  J  but,  at  the  prcfent  moment,  when  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  returned  to  the  aftual 
fervice  of  his  country,  by  ailUling  her  in  her  exigencies  with  iiis  counfeIs,,the  lofs  was  propor- 
tionally greater,  and  as  fuch  it  was  confidered  and  regretted  by  the  nation.  Nor  can  we  pay  a 
more  honoura1)le  tribute  to  his  memory,  than  by  adopting  the  eulogium  whix:h  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  in  deep  lamentation  of  his  lofs,  beflowed  upon  him  :  **  the  many  eminent  public 
**  and  private  virtues,  the  extent  of  capacity,  and  the  magnanimity  of  mind ;  the  afFeftion 
**  for  his  Majeily's  perfoa,  and  the  eminent  fervices  performed  for  this  country,  which  dif- 
*'  tinguifhed  this  great  and  excellent  Prince,  have  made  an  impreflion  never  to  be  eraied  froin 
**  the  minds  of  a  grateful  people." 

The  French  King's  Council  of  State  iiTued  an  arret,  dated  the  29th.  of  November,  concern- 
ing the  liquidation  of  the  Canada  bills,  which  contained  three  articles,  the  tenor  of  which  is 

as  follows : 

Article  L  The  tickets,  ice.  given  hitherto^  and.  which  may  be  delivered  hereafter,  in  pay- 
ment of  the  liquidation  of  the  Canada  bills,  thouglx  fixed  at  4  per  cent,  fhall  be  nevertheleft 

paid 
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1765  paid  at  the  rate  of  four  and  an  half  in  the  month  of  January  in  each  year,  to  commence  ia 
1776,  and  the  capital  preferved  entire. 

Article  II.  The  bearers  of  the  Canada  bills  fliall  be  obliged  to  get  them  liquidated  before 
the  firft  of  March  next,  and^  if  they  delay  it  till  after  that  time,  the  faid  papers,  though  they 
may  have  been  declared,  (hall  not,  under  any  pretence,  be  admitted  to  liquidation,  but  will 
remain  null  and  of  no  value,  without  hope  of  re-eftabliflimcnt. 

Article  III.  His  Majefty  excepts,  ncverthelefs,  from  the  difpoiition  of  the  preceding  article, 
fuch  of  the  faid  papers  as  belong  to  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain ;  and  coniiderjng  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  faid  papers  remain  yet  in  Canada,  from  whence  the  proprietors  cannot  to- 
tally withdraw  them,  and  pre  fen  t  them  for  liquidation  before  the  firft  of  Oftober  ncxt^  the 
delay  above-mentioned  may  be  extended,  but  in  favour  of  the  Englifh  only,  till  the  faid 
cpocha  ;  after  tlie  expiration  of  which,  they  will  likewife  forfeit  all  preteniions  on  their  unli- 
quidated papers.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  fucceeding  year,  for  a  full  account  and  final 
liquidation  of  the  Canada  bills. 

The  following  bills  received  the  royal  aflent  in  the  parliamentary  feilions  of  the  prefent  year« 

A  bill  for  the  importation  of  falted  beef,  pork,  bacon  and  butter  from  Ireland  for  ^  limit- 
ed lime. 

A  bill  for  allowing  further  time  for  the  importation  of  goods,  &c«  from  the  ceded  iflands, 
upon  the  payment  of  goods  to  which  they  would  have  been  liable  had  thefe  iflands  remained  in 
his  Majefty's  poffeffion. 

A  bill  for  permitting  the  free  importation  of  cattle  from  Ireland. 

A  bill  for  providing  a  public  reward  for  perfons  who  ihall  difcover  the  longitude. 

A  bill  for  laying  a  ftamp  duty  in  the  Britifh  colonies  In  America. 

A  bill  to  encourage  the  cultivation  and  growtli  of  madder  in  Great  Britain. 

A  bill  to  vcft  the  Ifle  of  Man  in  the  crown. 

A  bill  to  improve  the  harbour  of  Ramfgate  and  the  haven  of  Sandwich. 

A  bill  for  regulating  the  poftagc  of  letters. 

A  bill  for  repealing  the  duties  on  raw  filk,  and  granting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

A  bill  for  obliging  prize  agents  to  account  for  unclaimed  monies. 

A  bill  for  encouraging  the  herring  filhery. 

A  bill  for  laying  additional  duties  on  the  importation  of  filks,  velvets,  &c.  and  otherwife 
encouraging  the  filk  manufafture  of  this  kirigdom,  and  preventing  combinations  among 
journeymen. 

A  bill  for  granting  duties  on  the  exportation  of  coals,  &c. 
•    A  bill  for  fapplying  the  export  trade  to  Africa  with  coarfe  caUieoes,  &c. 

A  bill  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  bugles. 

A  bill  for  granting  annttitres  and  a  lottery  out  of  die  finking  fund. 

A  bill  for  repealing  the  laws  relating  to  the  width  and  length  of  woollen  cloth,  in  the  county 
of  York,  and  preferving  the  credit  of  the  matters  of  the  faid  manufiiAure,  &c. 

His  Majefty,  on  the  24th  of  April,  had  made  a  moft  gracious  fpeech  to  acquaint  his  Par- 
liament, that  from  the  paternal  afFefi ion  which  be  bore  to  his  children  and  to  all  his  people, 
his  late  indifpofition,  though  not  attended  with  danger,  had  determined  him  to  propofe  to 
iheir  confideration,  fuch  meafares  as  he  thought  miglit  teij^d  to  preferve  the  confUtution  of 
Ortzt  Britain  undtfturbed,  and  the  dignity  and  luftre  of  its  crown  unimpaired^  if  it.  (hould 
pleafe  God  to  put  a  period  to  his  life  whilft  his  fucceflbr  was  of  tender  years.    In  confequence 

of 
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1765  of  which  royal  recommendation,  a  bill,  in  the  debates  on  which  much  party  violence  appeared, 

pafled  both  Houfes,  and  on  the  15th  of  May  received  the  royal  alfent,  under  the  title  of 

•*  A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Adminiftration  of  Government,  in  cslfe  the  Crown  ftioulddcfcend 

•*  toatiy  of  the  Children  of  His  Majefty,  being  under  18  Years  of  Age." 

To  this  muft  be  added  the  following  bills  : 

A  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  manufactured  (ilk  {lockings,  gloves,  and  mits. 

A  bill  to  prevent*  the  inconveniences  arifing  from  the  prefent  method  of  ifluing  notes  and 
bills  in  Scotland. 

A  bill  to  alter  the  duties  on  Gum  Senegal  and  Gum  Arabic,  to  confine  the  import  to  Great 
Britain,  and  to  lay  a  duty  on  the  exportation  thereof. 

A  bill  for  regulating  the  woollen  manufaftory  in  Yorkfhire. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors. 

Between  the  laft  and  the  former  aft  of  this  kind,  there  is  an  interval  of  no  more  than  one 
year  and  three  quarters;  the  (horteft period  between  the  paffing  two  infolvent  afts  ever  known 
in  this  kingc(om. 

A  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty,  with  the  confent  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  prohibit  the  expor* 
tation  of  corn,  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament. 

A  bill  to  allow  the  free  importation  of  corn,  and  to  difcontinue  the  bounty  on  corn  ex* 
ported. 

Abftraft  of  an  aft  to  alter  certain  rates  of  poftage,  and  to  amend,  explain,  and  enlarge 
feveral  provifions  in  an  aft,  made  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  in  other 
afts  relating  to  the  revenue  of  the  Poft-office. 

The  preamble  to  this  aft  fets  forth,  **  That  the  fecurity  and  improvement  of  correfpondence 
throughout  His  Majefty's  dominions,  being  a  matter  of  great  concernment,  and  highly  necef- 
fary  for  the  prefervation  and  extcnfion  of  trade  and  commerce;  and  likewife,   that  by  the  vaft 
acceffion  of  territory  gained  by  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  feveral  communications  having  been 
opened,  and  new  pofts  eftablilhed  in  feveral  parts  of  His  Majefty's  dominions  in  America,  for 
which  the  rates  of  poftage  cannot,  under  the  prefent  laws,  be  properly  afcertained :  it  is,  there- 
fore, enafted,  that  fo  much  of  the  aft  o(  the  ninth  of  Queen  Anne,  as  eftablidies  the  rates  of 
poftage  of  letters  between  London  and  the  Britifh  dominions  in  America,  and  places  within 
the  faid  dominions,  be  repealed,   and  from  and  after  Oftober  10,  1765,  inftead  of  the  rates 
thereby  eftablifhed,  the  following  take  place  : 

For  all  letters  and  packets  palling  from  London  to  any  port  within  the  Britifh  dominions 
in  America,  and  from  any  fuch  port  unto  London,  for  every  fingle  letter  is.  for  every  double 
letter  2S.  and  for  every  treble  letter  3s.  and  for  every  ounce  4s.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  every 
packet  of  deeds,  writs,  or  other  things  :  and  from  any  port  in  the  faid  dominions,  to  any 
other  port  therein,  by  fea,  for  every  fingle  letter  4d.  and  fo  in  proportion  as  above. 

The  rates  of  inland  poftage  in  America,  for  any  diftance  not  exceeding  60  miles,  are,  for 
every  fingle  letter  4d.  and  all  others  in  proportion  ;  for  upwards  of  60  and  not  exceeding  100 
miles,  every  fingle  letter  64.  &c.  &c. 

From  and  after  Oftober  10,  1765,  no  vcfTcI  is  to  be  admitted  to  make  entry  or  break  bulk,: 
till  the  letters  on  board  are  delivered  to  the  Poft-officc;  except  in  fuch  cafes  where  they  arc 
to  be  delivered  to  the  fuperintendant  of  the  quarantine,  to  be  difpatched  by  him  to  the  Poft- 
office.     Perfons  refiifing  to  deliver  up  fuch  letters,  forfeit  20I.  &c.  and  id.  extra  is  charged  on 
all  (hip  letters  not  brought  by  the  packet  boats. 
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1765  .  From  and  after  Oftobcr  10,  1765,  the  prefcnt  rates  of  poftagc  by  the  general  poft,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  poft'flage  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  not  exceeding  two  in  England,  arc  to 
ceafe,  and  the  following  rates  to  take  place,  viz.  rates  for  poftage,  not  exceeding  one  poft 
ilage,  for  every  fingle  letter  the  fum  of  id.  for  every  double  letter  2d.  for  every  treble  letter  3d. 
and  for  every  ounce  4d.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  every  packet  of  deeds,  writs,  &c.  above  one 
and'not  exceeding  two  poft  ftagcs,  the  fum  of  2d.  and  other  letters  in  proportion. 

From  July  5,  1765,  the  fame  rates  of  poftage  are  to  take  place  between  London  and  Ham- 
burg, as  between  London  and  Germany,  ^id  the  poftage  of  letters  to  be  fcnt  out  of  Great 
Britain  may,  if  deemed  neceflary,  be  demanded  upon  their  being  put  into  the  office. 

The  fecreting  or  embezzling  any  letter,  with  any  bank  bill  or  note,  &c.  therein,  or  taking 
out  any  fuch  note  or  bill,  by  any  officer  of  the  Poft-offic'e,  is  felony.  Robbing  the  mail,  or 
embezzling  and  mifapplying  the  poftage  money,  or  deftroying  any  letter  or  packet,  or  advanc- 
ing the  rates  and  not  accounting  for  the  fame,  is  alfo  felony,  &c. 

Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year.  ^     £•         s.    d. 

For  16,000  feamen,  including 4,287  marines,         —  —  832,000     O     O 

For  17,421  land  forces,  including  2,628  invalidSrand  for  guards,  gar- 
rifons,  &c,  —  —  —  —  608,130  10     7 

For  His  Majefty*s  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  Plantations,  including 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  proviiions  for  the  forces  in  North  Ame« 
rica,  &c.  and  the  ceded  iflands,  —  _  —  387,502     3  ^'i 

For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britiih  and  Irifti  eftablifhments 
of  five  regiments  of  foot  ferving  at  Gibraltar,  &c.  — .  —  6,34.6     3     5 

For  the  general  and  general  ftaff  officers  of  Great  Britain,  •—  11,291     8     6 

For  fublidies  to  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  —  —  —  10,343   16     9^^ 

The  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea-hofpital,  —  -—  109,107   18     4 

-    Penfions  to  officers  widows,  -—  —  * —  1,664    o    O 

On  account  of  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines,^       —         135,606  12    6 
Allowances  to  officers  and  privates  of  two  troops  of  horfe  guards,  and 
regiment  of  horfe  reduced,  &c«  -—  -^  •—  2,361   14    2 

The  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,  —  —  —  1741673  15  10 

For  fervices  performed  by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  .fervice,  and 
not  provided  for  in  1764,  —  —  —  55>5i9  10     7 

For  the  navy,  including  half-pay  to  fea  and  marine  officers,  —  407,734  1 1     3 

Out-penfioners  of  Greenwich-hofpital,  -^  —  5)000    o    O 

Towards  building  and  repairs  of  the  navy^  —  —  200,000    O    O 

For  extraordinary  cxpences  of  the  land  forces  and  other  fervices,  be- 
tween December  24,  i763,and  December  25,  1764,  not  provided  for,  404,496     7     6   ' 
Viftualling  and  navy  bills,  &c.                 —                —            —              1,500,000    o    o 
Exchequer  bills,                 —                 —                —                —  800,000    o-  o 
Towards  completing  the  paflage  over  and  through  London  Bridge,        ^        7,000    o    o 
For  the  militia  for  one  year,                —                —                 — -  80,000    o    o 
To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame  to  make 
good  a  deficiency  on  the  rates  and  duties  upon  offices,  perfons,  horfes,  &c.        48,176     i  1 1} 
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Ditto,  to  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  additional  duties  on  wines 
imported,  &c.  —  —  _  _  49, 74^     i     2f 

Ditto,  for  paying  annuities  granted  in  refpeft  of  certain  navy,  vic- 
tualling and  tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance  debentures,  delivered  in  and 
cancelled,  —  —  *         -i.  .^ 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  1764,  — 

To  the  Landgrave  of  HcfleCaflel,  «    —  —  — . 

For  the  civil  eftabli/hment  of  Nova  Scotia   —  — 

On  account  of  fundry  expences  for  the  fervicc  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  the 
years  1750,  1751,  1752,  1762^  1763,  and  not  provided  for,  .    —  7,000    O    o 

On  account  for  the  civil  eftabiifhment  of  Georgia,  &c.  from  June  24, 
1764,  to  June  24,  1765,  ~  _  _  _  3,g66    o    o 

On  account  for  the  civil  cftablilhment  of  Eaft  Florida,  &c.  for  the 
fame  term,  —  —  -^  —  _  5,200    o    o 

Ditto  for  Weft  Florida,  —  —  —  —         5,200    o    o 

On  account,  for  furyeys  in  North  America,  —  —  i,6oi   14    o 

Towards  building  a  lazaret,  —  —  —  5,000    o    o 

To  redeem  one  quarter  of  the  capital  ftock  of  certain  annuities  granted 
in  refpeft  of  navy,  viftualling,  and  tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance  deben- 
tures, delivered  in  and  cancelled  purfuant  to  An  aft  of  the  third  year  of 
his  prefcnt  Majcfty,  —  —  —  —  870,888     5     5{ 

Towards  difcharging  unfatisfied  claims,  &c«  for  expences  incurred 
during  the  late  war  in  Germany  —  —  —  — .  248,259  11     4 

On  account,  out  of  the  monies  remaining  to  be  applied,  of  the  exceed- 
ings  of  the  fev'eral  fums  provided  by  Parliament  for  fundry  fervices,  and 
of  monies  that  have  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  paymailer  general  by 
contraftors  and  others,  to  March  23,  1765,  towards  difcharging  fucli 
unfatisfied  claims,  &c*  —  —  —  —  251,740    O    7f 

Bounties  to  certain  chaplains  who  have  ferved  on  board  his  Majefty's 
fhipsofwar,  —  —  —  —  i»23i   17     6. 

To  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  —  — ^^  —  38,000    o    6 

For  maintaining  and  fupporting   the  Britifli  forts  and  fettlements  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  —  -   _  _  —  13,000    o    o 

For  building  a  blockhoufe  at  or  hear  Cape  Appolonia  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  7,000    o    o 
For  three  independent  companies  of  foot  for  his  Majefty*s  fervice  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  &c.  —  —  —  —  6,491   16    4f 

For  the  civil  eftabiifhment  of  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  fituate 
between  the  port  of  Sallee,  in  South  Barbary,  and  Cape  Rouge,  —  5,59^  10    o 

To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  had  been  iffued  by  his  Majefty  in 
purfuance  of  the  addreiles  of  this  Houfe,  —  —  2,400    o    o 

To  the  government  of  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  for  the  afliftance  given, 
by  tbeip  to  his  Majefty's  forces  under  General  Monckton,  in  theexpcdi* 
tion  againft  Martinico,  -*  -^  —  —  10,000    O    o 

Sum  total  of  the  fupplies  granted  in  this  feflion,  — »  7>763,090  13    o|4 

K  2  *  '  Ways 
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Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  Supplies,  &c. 
Malt  doty,  _  .:-  —  — 

Land  tax,  —  —  —  —       - 

Nary  and  vi£liialling  bills  _  — .  _ 

Surpiuiles  of  the  finking  fund,  -^  -«  — . 

From  ditto,  —  —       -      _  —  — 

Surplufs  of  the  grant  to  the  militia,  for  1 764,  —  — 

By  Exchequer  bills,  —  —  —  — 

From  monies  granted  towards  protefting  the  colonies,  — - 

Monies  to  be  paid  by  a  convention  with  the  French  King,  — 

Duties  on  Gum  Senegal,  &c.  —  —  — 

To  this  is  to  be  added  the  fum  provided  as  well  as  granted  out  of  the 
monies  remaining  to  be  applied  of  the  excecdings  of  the  feveral  fums  pro- 
vided by  Parliament  for  fujidry  fervices,  and  of  monies  that  have  been 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Paymaftcr  General  by  contractors  and  others, 
to  March  23,  1765,  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  account  of  fupplies^ 

Total  ways  and  means,  —  —  — 

Supply  granted,  —  —  —  — 
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Exccfs  of  this  year,  —  .—  —  _ 

As  no  debts  were  created  by  the  foregoing  revenue  votes,  the  only  ftate  of  the  national  debt 
we  could  infcrt  under  this  year,  would  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  laft,  we  have  therefore 
thought  proper  to  omit  it. 

The  following  is  a  detail  of  the  extraordinary  duties  which  were  impofed  to  aid  the  general 
fcheme  of  fupply  for  this  year. 

February  7. — Fifty-five  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  impoflng  much  the  fame  (lamp  duties  upon  the  Britifh  colonies 
and  plantations  in  America,  as  are  payable  in  England;  to  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Exchequer,  and  there  refervcd,  to  be  difpofed  of'  by  Parliament  towards  further  defray- 
ing the  neceflary  expenccs  of  protcfting  the  faid  colonics. 

February  16. — For  the  better  fupply  of  our  export  trade  to  Africa,  with  fuch  coarfe  printed 
calicoes  and  other  goods,  being  the  product  or  manufafture  of  the  Eaft  Indies  j  or  other  places 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  arc  prohibited  to  be  worn  in  Great  Britain,  the  Eaft  India 
Company  were  permitted  to  import  the  fame  from  any  part  of  Europe  not  within  the  Britifh 
dominions,  under  proper  limitations  :  and  upon  failure  of  the  Company's  keeping  the  faid  ex- 
port trade  fupplicd  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fuch  goods,  other  perfons  were  permitted  to 
import  the  fame  from  any  fuch  part  of  Europe,  &c.  Calicoes  and  other  goods  fo  imported, 
were  made  liable  to  pay  the  fame  duties  as  if  imported  by  the  faid  Company  from  the  Eaft 
Indies,  or  any  other  place  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  no  other. 

The  bounty  allowed  by  law,  to  be  paid  oh  the  exportation  of  corn,  grain,  malt,  meal,  and 
ilour,  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Ifle  of  Man,  was  difcontinued* 
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1765  A  ftamp  duty  of  los.  was  charged  upon  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  (hcet  or 
piece  of  paper,  on  which  every  licence  for  making  and  felling  meafures  of  capacity  fhould  be 
engroiled,  written,  or  printed  ;  and  a  ftamp  duty  of  lol.  upon  every  licence  for  making  and 
felling  of  weights. 

March  1 1. — Certain  annuities  granted  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  Majefty,  and  the 
fecond  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  in  refpeft  to  certain  capital  flocks  thereby  eftablifhcd, 
amounting  together  to  thefum  of  20,240,000!.  at  the  rate  of  4I,  per  cent,  for  certain  terms  of 
years,  and  then  to  be  reduced  to  3I.  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  annuities  were  made  payable 
half  yearly  on  the  5th  of  July  and  5th  of  January  in  every  year,  and  afterwards  confoliclatcd 
and  made  one  joint  ftock,  were,  from  and  after  the  5th  of  July  next  enfuing,  made  payable 
in  the  following  manner,  viz..  one  quarterly  payment  on  the  loth  of  Oftobcr  next,  and  the 
annuities,  from  the  loth  of  Oftobcr,  to  be  payable  half  yearly,  on  the  5th  of  April  and  the 
lOth  of  Oftober,  in  every  year. 

March  12. — Fifteen  refoluiions  of  the  faid  committee  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  relating 
to  the  poftage  of  letters ;  they  were  afterwards  formed  into  a  bill,  and  the  bill  pafTed  into  a 
law,  of  which  we  have  already  given  an  abftraft. 

March  14. — Perfons  interefted  in  any  bill,  payable  in  the  courfe  of  the  navy  or  viftualling 
offices,  or  for  tranfports,  which  were  made  out  on  or  before  the  30th  of  June,  1764,  who 
Ihould,  on  or  before  the  26^1  of  March,  inft.  carry  the  fame  (after  having  the  intcreft  com- 
puted thereupon  to  the  6th  of  April  next)  to  the  office  of  the  Trcafurer  of  his  Majefty's  navy, 
Ihould  have  in  exchange  a  certificate  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
for  every  fum  of  one  or  more  hundred  pounds  of  which  fuch  bill  or  bills,  with  the  intereft, 
(hould  coniift,  until  the  feveral  entire  fums  for  which  certificates  were  to  be  made  forth^ 
fhould  amount  together  to  i ,500,0001.  and  another  certificate  for  the  fraftional  part  of  lOoL 
being  the  remainder  of  fuch  bill  or  bills ;  and  the  perfons  who  fliould  be  pofleffcd  of  fuch  firft- 
mentioned  certificates  of  the  entire  fum  of  one  or  more  hundred  pounds,  fhould,  upon  de* 
livery  thereof  to  the  faid  Governor  and  Company,  be  entitled  to  the  annuities  hereafter-men- 
tioned, viz-  for  two-fifth  parts  of  the  fums  therein  mentioned,  to  an  annuity  after  the  rate  of 
3I.  per  cent,  redeemable  by  Parliament,  and  transferable  and  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England  ; 
for  two  other  fifth  parts  thereof,  to  a  proportional  number  of  tickets  of  the  value  of  lol.  in  a 
lottery,  to  confift  of  60,000  tickets,  every  blank  to  be  of  the  value  of  61. ;  the  blanks  and  prizes 
to  be  attended  with  the  like  3  per  cent,  annuities  ;  and,  for  the  remaining  one-fifth  part,  to  a 
like  annuity,  after  the  rate  of  3!.  per  cent,  with  liberty  to  convert  the  fame  into  an  annuity  for 
life,  after  the  fame  rate,  with  benefit  of  furvivorfhip,  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  that  every 
perfon  who  Ihould  become  poffeflcd,  in  right  of  lool.  capital  ftock,  of  an  annuity  of  3I.  in 
fuch  laft-mentioned  annuities,  and  fhould  produce,  on  or  before  the  5th  of  April,  1 765,  a  cer- 
tificate thereof,  attefted  by  the  Cafhier  of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Receipt  of 
his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  fhould,  in  lieu  thereof,  be  entitled,  from  the  faid  5th  of  April,  1765, 
during  the  life  of  the  nominee  whom  he  fhould  appoint,  to  a  life  annuity  of  3I.  payable  at  the 
Exchequer,  out  of  the  finking  fund ;  and  the  feveral  nominees,  to-be  appointed  in  refpeft  of 
fuch  life  annuities,  to  be  divided  into  clafTes,  the  whole  annuity  belonging  to  each  clafs  not  to 
be  lefs  than  1,500,000!.  if  life  annuities  to  that  amount  fhall  be  fo  fubfcribed;  and,  upon  the 
death  of  every  nominee,  the  annuity  fo  fallen  in,  to  be  diftributed  among  the  furvivors  of 
the  fame  clafs;  and  the  annuities  of  the  firft  two-fifth  parts,  fhould  be  immediately  added  to 
the  joint  ftock  of  annuities,  reduced  from  4  to  3  per  cent,  and  confolidatcd,  purfuant  to 
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1765  certain  afls  of  Parliament,  made  in  the  25th  and  26th  years  of  his  late  Majefty ;  and  the  arv* 
noities  attending  the  faid  lottery,  together  with  fuch  of  the  annuities  of  the  faid  one-fifth  part 
as  iliould  not  be  exchanged  for  annuities  on  lives^  with  the  benefit  of  furvivorfhip,  in  manner 
above-mentioned,  fhould  alfo  be  added  to  fuch  joint  flock,  from  the  5th  of  April,  1765  ;  and 
all  the  faid  annuities,  transferable  and  payable  at  the  Banki  fhould  commence  from  the  faid 
5th  of  April,  1765,  and  be  payable  half  yearly,  on  the  10th  of  October  and  5th  of  April  in 
every  year,  out  of  the  finking  fund  ;  but,  in  cafe  the  feveral  entire  fums  of  one  or  more  hundred 
pounds,  with  the  interefl,  fhould  not  Mien  amount  in  the  whole  to  1,500,0001.  all  perfons 
pofTefled  of  fuch  certificate  for  the  fraftional  parts  of  lool.  or  of  navy,  viftualling,  or  tranfport 
bills,  which  fhould  be  made  out  on  or  before  the  30th  of  June,  1764,  and  did  not  amount, 
together  with  the  interefl  computed  to  the  6th  of  April,  to  lOol.  might,  on  or  before  the 
5th  of  April,  carry  the  fame  to  the  office  of  the  Treafurerof  his  Majefty's  navy,  and  have, 
in  exchange,  a  certificate  to  the  Governor  and.Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  fums 
\  contained  in  fuch  certificates,  and  for  the  amount  of  the  principal  and  interefl  of  which 
fuch  bills  fhould  confift  ;  and,  upon  delivery  thereof,  and  payment  of  fo  much  money'to  the 
faid  Governor  and  Company  as  fhould,  with  the  fumrfo  certified,  amount  to  ipol.  be  entitled 
to  the  annuities  and  advantages  before- mentioned  :  and  if  any  fuch  certificates  for  fradional 
parts  fhould  not  be  delivered  in,  and  fubfcrlbed  as  aforefaid^  on  or  before  the  faid  5th  of 
April  next,  they  fhould  be  paid  according  to  thecourfe  of  the  navy,  in  fuch  order  as  the  bills 
in  part  6f  which  they  were  granted  were  payable;  and  fuch  of  them  as  were  granted  in  part 
of  bills  bearing  interefl,  fhould,  from  the  faid  5th  of  April  next,  carry  the  like  interefl  to  which 
fuch  bills  were  entitled. 

An  additibnal  duty  was  granted  to  his  Majefly,   of  4s.  for  every  chaldron  of  coals,  New- 
.  caflle  meafure,  which  fhould  be  fhipped  for  exportation  to  any  part  beyond  the  feas,  except  to 
Ireland,  the  Ifle  of  Man,  or  the  Britifh  dominions  in  America ;   and  at  the  fame  rate  for  any 
greater  or  IcflTcr  quantity. 

There  was  granted  to  his  Majefly,  upon  all  wrought  filks.  Bengals,  and  fluffs  mixed  with 
filk  or  hcrba,  of  the  manufaflure  of  Perfia  or  Eafl  India,  and  upon  all  calicoes,  printed,  dyed, 
painted  or  ftained  there,  which  fliould  be  exported  from  this  kingdom,  except,  to  Africa  or  the 
Britifh  dominions  in  America,  a  fubfidy  of  poundage,  after  the  rate  of  X2d.  for  every  aos.  of 
the  value  of  fuch  goods,  according  to  the  grofs  price  at  which  the  fame  were  fold  at  the  public 
fales  thereof :  and  upon  exportation  from  this  kingdom  of  any  fort  of  white  calicoes  or 
muflins,  except  to  Africa  or  the  Britifh  dominions  in  America,  there  was  to  be  retained,  be- 
fides  the  oneiialf  of  the  rate  or  duty  of  the  old  fubfidy,  which  then  remained  and  was  not 
drawn  back  for  the  fame,  the  further  fum  of  2I  for  every  lOol.  of  the  real  value  of  fuch  goods^ 
according  to  the  grofs  price  at  which  they  were  fold  at  the  Eafl  India  Company's  fales ;  but 
that  fuch  calicoes,  which  fliould  firfl  have  been  printed*  flained,  painted,  or  dyed  ia  Great 
Britain,  fliould  not  be  fubjeft  to  the  faid  duty  of  2U  to  be  retained  as  aforefaid.^ 

A  flamp  duty  of  ad.  for  every  fkin  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fhcct  or  piece  of 
paper,  on  which  fhould  be  cngroITed,  written,  or  printed,  any  policy  of  afTurancc,  whiclLfliould 
be  made  within  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality,  over  and  above  all  other  duties.  Likewife  a  duty 
of  2s.  6d.  for  cver^y  fkin  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of  paper,  on  which 
Ihould  be  cngroficd,  written,  or  printed,  any  policy  of  aiTurance  which  fhould  be  made  in  Great 
Britain,  over  and  above  all  other  duties.  The  faid  duties  were  to  be  carried  to,  and  raa,de  part 
of,  the  finking  fund,  towards  making  good  the  payment  of  the  faid  annuities. 

The 
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1 765  '  The  (lamp  duty  of  6d.  impofed  in  the  12th  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  additional  duty  of  is, 
impofed  in  the  30th  of  King  George  II.  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  containing  any 
indenture,  Icafe,  bond,  or  other  deed,  was  declared  to  extend  to  every  Ikin  or  piece  of  vellum 
or  parchment,  or  Ihect  or  piece  of  paper,  on  which  fhould  beengroffcd,  wVitten,  of  printed  in 
Great  Britain,  any  policy  of  aflfurance  or  charter  party. 

March  25* — Authority  was  given  to  permit  the  importation  into  this  kingdom  from  the 

Ifle  of  Man,  under  proper  limitations,  coarfe  printed  calicoes  and  other  goods,  of  the  produft 

and  manufadlure  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  other  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  HDpe,  whkh 

are  prohibited  to  be  ufcd  in  Great  Britain,  and  which  were  brought  into  the  faid  ifle  before  tlie 

'  ill  of  March  1765,  upon  payment  of  one  half  of  the  old  fubfidy  only  for  fuch  goods. 

Jpril /^n — In  cafe  the  monies,  for  which  certificates  have  been  or  fliall  be  gian'cd,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  the  14th  of  March  laft,  by  the  Treafurcr 
of  His  Majefty's  Navy,  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  navy,  vie- 
tuaUing  and  tranfport  bills,  made  out  on  or  before  the  30th  of  Juno  1764,  and  for  fuch  frac- 
tional  parts  of  the  faid  bills,  as  remained  above  the  entire  fum  of  one  or  more  hundred  pounds, 
together  with  the  fums  paid  and  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  with  the  certificates  for  fuch 
fraftional  parts,  and  for  fuch  of  the  faid  bills,  as,  together  with  the  interell  computed  there- 
upon, did  not  amount  to  iOoL  (hould  not,  on  the  5th  of  April,  inft.  make  up^he  full  fum  of 
1,500,0001.  the  monies  which  ftiall  be  fo  wanting  to  complete  the  faid  fum  of  1,500,000!. 
(hould  be  raifed  by  contributions,  to  be  received  at  the  Bank  of  England,  in  entire  fums  of 
one  or  more  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  Cafliicr  of  the  faid  Governor  and  Company*  on 
or  before  the  28th  of  April ;  and  that  the  contributors  be  entitled,  for  the  monies  fo  advanced, 
to  fuch  annuities  as  are  mentioned  in  the  faid  refolution,  to  be  allowed  to  the  proprietors  of 
certificates,  granted  in  exchange  for  fuch  navy,  viftualHng,  and  tranfport  bills,  as  fhallhave 
been  delivered  on  or  before  the  refpcflive  days  therein  limited. 

^/r/7  2a— A  duty  of  6d.  was  laid  upon  every  lOO  weight  of  gum  fenegal,  or  gum  arable, 
imported  into  this  kingdom,  over  and  above  all  duties  now  payable  thereon :  and  a  duty  of 
50s.  was  laid  upon  every  100  weight  of  gum  fenegal,  or  gum  arabic,  exported  out  of  this  king- 
dom, over  and  above  all  duties  now  payable  thereon. 

jiprtli^. — The  monies  which  had  been  paid  at  the  Bank,  in  purfuance  of  the  refolutions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  the  I4lh  of  March  laft,  were  ordered  to  be  applied  towards  dif" 
charging  bills  payable  in  the  courfe  of  the  navy  or  viftualling  offices,  or  for  iranfports,  which 
were  made  out  on  or  before  the  30th  of  June,  1764. 

-^/>r// 30.-^The  bounties  and  drawbacks  paid  upon  the  exportation  of  refined  and- ground 
fugars,  were  difcontinued:  and  a  bounty  was  allowed,  after  the.  rate  of  14s.  6d.  for  every 
hundred  weight,  upon  the  exportation  from  this  kingdom  of  refined  fugar  in  the  loaf,  com- 
pleat  and  whole,  being  net,  viz.  of  one  uniform  whitencfs  throughout,  and  which  has  gone 
through  the  operation  of  three  days  at  leaft,  and  been  properly  and  thoroughly  dried  in  the  Hove, 
according  to  the  prefent  ^nethod  of  refining:  alfo  upon  the  exportation  from  this  kingdom  of 
refined  fugar  called  baftard,  and  of  ground  and  powdered  refined  fugar,  and  of  refined  loaf 
fugar  broke  in  pieces,  (the  faid  fugar  having  been  twice  clayed,  and  properly  dried  in  the  ftove) 
a  bounty  or  drawback  was  allowed,  after  the  rate  of  6s.  4d.  for  every  hundred  weight. 

Liberty  was  granted  for  a  limited  time,  to  carry  rice  from  North  Carolina,  direflly  to  any 
other  part  of  America,  fouthward  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  fubjeft  to  fuch  duty  as  is 
now  payable  upon  rice,  carried  fiom  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  any  part  of  America,  to 

the 
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•  1765  tbe  foothward  thereof:  and  the  dades  arifing  tbererrom,  were  ordered  to  be  paid  iat0  tbe  re- 
ceipt of  his  Majefly's  Exchequer,  and  there  referred,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Parliament,  towards 
forther  defraying  the  neceflary  expences  of  defending  and  fecaring  the  Britilh  dominions  in 
America. 

Boonties  were  alfo  granted  upon  the  importation  of  deals,  planks,  boards  and  timber,  into 
this  kingdom,  from  tbe  Britiih  dominions  in  North  America,  (or  the  term  of  nine  years,  as  fol- 
lows, daring  tbe  firft  ^  years,  for  every  100,  conuining  6  {core  of  found  merchantable  deals, 
planks  s^nd  boards,  not  lefs  than  10  feet  long,  10  inches  broad,  and  i  inch  and  a  quarter  thick, 
20s.  and  fo  in  proportioiyfor  any  greater  length  ;  and  for  any  greater  thicknefs,  not  exceeding 
4  inches,  and  for  every  load,  containing  40  cubic  feet,  of  found  merchantable  fqoared  timber 
of  all  kinds,  (the  timber  not  to  be  lefs  than  jo  inches  fquarej  12s.;  and  during  the  next  3 
years,  for  every  ico  of  fuch  deals,  planks,  and  boards,  15$.  and  for  every  load  of  fuch  timber, 
8s.  and  during  the  laft  3  years,  for  every  100  of  fach  deals,  planks  and  boards,  los.  and  for 
every  lead  of  fuch  timber,  5s. 

The  additional  inland  duty  of  is.  granted  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  late  Majcfty,  upon 
every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  coffee  foH  in  Great  Britain,  was  ordered  to  ceafe  and  de- 
termine :  and  in  lieu  thereof,  there  was  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an  additional  inland  duty  of 
6d.  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  coffee,  not  being  of  the  growth  and  produ£l  of  the 
JBritifh  plantations  in  America,  which  fliould  be  fold  in  Great  Britain.  This  additional  in- 
land duty  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  ufcs,  to  which  the  faid  duty  of  is.  per  pound  weight 
was  made  applicable. 

Tbe  allowances  direfled  by  law,  to  be  made  in  refpeft  of  hard  foap,  which  ihould  be  re- 
frefhed  or  made  new,  were  difcontinued  ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  tbe  duties  upon  one  pound,  in 
every  10  pounds  weight  of  foap,  w^ere  allowed  to  the  makers. 

All  linen  cloth  and  diaper  of  Ruflia,  which  were  not  then  particularly  rated  in  any  zQ.  of 
Parliament,  or  book  of  rates,  were,  upon  importation  into  this  kingdom,  rated  as  follows  : — 
AH  fuch  cloth  and  diaper,  being  in  breadth  more  than  22|,  and  not  exceeding  31^  inches,  at  4I. 
and  being  in  breadth  more  than  31I  and  not  exceeding  45  inches,  at  61.  and  exceeding  45 
inches  in  breadth,  at  lol.  for  every  120  Englifli  ells  thereof  refpedively,  and  fo  in  proportion 
for  any  greater  or  leiTer  quantity  ;  and  the  full  amount  of  the  feveral  duties  required  by  law  to 
be  paid,  for  every  2Cs.  of  the  value  of  fuch  goods,  was  to  be  raifed  and  colleded  according  to 
the  faid  rcfpcflive  rates. 

No  drawback  or  bounty  was  to  be  allowed  upon  the  exportation  of  any  goods  from  this 
kingdom,  to  any  of.lhe  iflands  of  Faro. 

Mayb. — Every  inftrument,  letter,  entry,  minute,  memorandum,  or  other  writing,  where- 
by any  officer  is  admitted,  in  any  court  whatfoever,  to  ferve  or  to  hold  fuch  office,  as  is  charged 
with  any  {lamp  duty  within  the  meaning  of  the  ads  of  the  fifth  of  William  and  Mary,  the 
ninth  of  William  III.  and  the  twelfth  of  Queen  Anne,  whereby  the  feveral  duties  of  40$.  are 
impofcd  upon  every  piece  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  on  which  any  admittance  of  fuch 
officer  is  engroflcd  or  written,  fhould  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  an  admittance  of  fuch  officer. 

The  exifting  {lamp  duty  upon  tbe  admiffion  into  any  corporation  or  company,  was  repealed  ; 
and|  in  lieu  thereof,  a  {lamp  duty  of  2s.  was  to  be  charged  upon  the  entry,  rainpte,  or  memo- 
randum,  made  of  fuch  admittance,  in  their  court  book,  roll,  or  record. 

'  The  then  allowance  for  prompt  payment  at  the  {lamp  office,   was  repealed;  and  in{lead 
thereof,  an  allowance  be  made  at  tbe  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  per  ann*. 

An 
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X  765       An  additional  ftamp  duty  of  20s.  was  charged  upon  every  policy  of  afTarance,  iil  which  the    ^ 
properties  of  more  than  one  perfpn,  in  any  Ihip,  cargo,  or  both,  ot  more  than  a  particular 
number  of  perfons  in  partnerfhip,  or  more  thiin  one  body  politic,  to  a  greater  amount  in  the 
whole  than  lOoU  fhould  beafTured. 

The  2s.  (lamp  duty,  to  be  impofed  by  the  third  refoltition  of  May  3,  was  applied  to  the  ufes, 
to  which  the  ftamp  duty  repealed  by  that  refolution  was  applicable. 

The  additional  ftamp  duty  of  20s.  impofed  by  the  fixth  refolution  of  ^Lly  6,  (hould  be 
applied  to  the  like  ufes,  to  which  the  duties  upon  policies  of  aifurance  were  then  ap- 
plicable. 

The  fame  bounties  were  allowed  upon  all  linens  to  be  made  In  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  which  fhould  be  exported  from  thencQ,  as  are  now  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  Britifli  or  Irifti  linens,  and  nndcr  the  fame  reftriftions  and  limi- 
tations. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Ifle  of  Man  were  now  allowed  to  import,  into  any  fawful  port  of 
Creat  Britain  or  Ireland,  the  bcftials,  or  any  other  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes  of  the 
growth,  produce,  and  manufaftiire  of  the  faid  Ifle,  except  woollen  manufaftures,  beer  and 
ale,  without  paying  any  cuftom,  fubfidiqs,  or  duties,  except  fuch  excife  or  otlwr  duty, 
as  is  or  fhould  be  due  and  payable  for  the  like  goods,  wares^  or  merchandize,  of  the 
growth,  produce,  and  manufa^ures  of  Gceat  Britain,  liable  to  -certain  limitations  and  ref- 
triftions. 

Afay  9,— Towards  making  good  and  fecuring  the  payment  of  the  fums  of  money,  direfted 
by  an  a£l  of  the  thirty -fecond  of  George  IL  to  be  applied  in  augmentation  of  the  falaries  of  the 
judges  and  juftices  in  England  and  Wales,  there  was  granted  an  additional  ftamp  duty  of  4!. 
upon  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  any  admif- 
lion  into  any  of  the  four  inns  of  court  fliould  be  engrofled  or  written  ;  and  an  additional  ftamp 
duty  of  61.  upon  every  fuch  piece  on  which  fhould  be  engrofled  or  written,  any  regiftcr,  entry, 
teftimoniaU  or  certificate,  of  the  degree  of  Utter  Barrifter,  taken  in  any  of  the  four  inns  of 
court. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  ohferve,  that  the  two  fums,  amounting  to  500,000!.  prpvided  for 
difcharging  unfatisfied  claims  and  demands  incurred  during  the  late  war  in  Germany,  and  which 
are  particularly  ftated  in  the  fupplies  for  this  year,  were  granted  in  a  manner,  very  feldora  if  ever 
praftifed  before  the  preceding  feflion.  The  old  and  moft  regular  way  of  providing  for  this 
fum,  would  have  been  to  have  granted  in  the  committee  of  fupply,  upon  account,  a  fum 
not  exceeding  500,0001.  towards  difcharging  fuch  unfatisfied  claims,  demands,  icc;  and  then 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  have  refolved,  that  towards  making  good  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  tbe  fum  of  251,740!.  2».  7^d.  out  of  the 
exceedings  of  the  feveral  fums  provided  by  Parliament  for  fundry  fervices,  and  of  the  monies 
that  have  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Paymafter-general  by  contraftors  and.otliers,  to 
March  23,  1765.  The  whole,  it  is  plain^  of  the  500,0001.  was  to  be  paid  on  account  ^of  the 
^ar  in.  Germany, 
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IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS, 
Ciuxtrirs. 

Africa,  —  — 

Canarin,  ■■ 

Denmark  aod  Norwaft  *■ 

Eaft  Country,  — 

Eafl  Icdia,  — 

Flanders^  ^-~ 

France,  —  — — 

Germany,  —  •— ^ 

Greenland,  ■ 

HoUaod,  — 

Ireland*  ^  ^ 

Italy,  —  — 

Madeira!  ^  — 

Portugal,  ^ 

Ruffia,  —  — 

Sircighu,  — 

Sweden,  —  — 

Turkey,  —  - 

Venice.  -' 

Alderney,  ■  — 

Guernfey,  — — 

J.rfiy,  

Antigua,  - 

Anguilla*  '  ■ 

Barl»doeg.  

Berrnudai,  ■  — 

Carolina,  '  — 

Florida,   '  — . 

Granadei,  — 

Guadaloup^  —^^ 

Uavannah,  —  — 

Hudfon'i  Bay,  — ■ 

Jamaica,  ■  1 

Martinico,  —  — 

Montferrat,  -  — ■ 

Ncru,  - —  

New  Eo^lnkd.  ^— 

NewfbundUnd,  ^— 

New  ProTidcnc^  — 

New  York,  -  — 

Nova  Scotia,  — 

Fesnfylva^t  ^ 

St.  Croix,  ™  - 

SuJohn'tlOand,  — 

St.  ChriAopher'i,  ■- 

St.  Lucia,  — ^ 

St.  Vincent,  ■ 

Tobago,  

Tortola,  - 

Virginia  and  Maryland*  — 

Weu  Indiei  in  general,  '  — 
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M  765      A  general  bill  of  chriftenings  and  burials  in  London,  from  December  1 1|  17641  to  Decem- 
ber IQ,   1765, 

Chrifienedy  males     8,422  Buried,  males  11,489 

females     7,949  —-females  11,741 


16,371  23,230 


^  Bills  of  births,  burials,  &c.  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Europe,  for  the  year 
1765- 

Amfterdam, — baptized,  4776  ;  married  in  the  reformed  churches,  1692;   at  the  town-hall, 
750;  by  banns,  1,073:  died,  7,725. 

Brandenburgh  and  Pruflian  Pomerania, — born  14,383  ;  married,  3,641 ;  died,  9,108. 

Copenhagen, — born,  2,541;  married,  1,033;  ^^^^>  l,ooi- 

Denmark, — born,  25,923  ;  died,  24,678. 

Holftein  and  Siefwick,-r-born.  12,797  ;  died,  11,533. 

Koningfberg, — ^born.  2,149;  niarricd,  683 ;  died,  1,575. 

Leipiick, — born,  1,437  *  married,  324;  died,  1,048. 

Liverpool, — chriftened,  956  ;  married,  478  ;  baried,  i,i5i. 

Munich,  capital  of  Bavaria, — born,  816;  died,  1,063. 

Newcadle  upon  Tyne  and  Gate(head,— chriftened,  728^  buried,  763.— The  buris^ls  at  the 
Ballaft  Hills  not  included,  which  are  eftimatcd  at  300. 

Norway, — born,  22,536 ;  died,  20,241* 

Paris, — born,  i9»439;  foundlings,  5,495;  marriages,  4,782  ;  deaths,  18,034. 

P^tcrlburgh, — born,  5,049  ;  died,  4,198. 

Rotterdam, — married,  573;  died,  1,710. 
«766  It  was,  at  the  time,  and  ftill  is  the  opinion  of  many  reflefking,  well-informed,  and  impar- 
tial perfons,  that  the  political  candour  of  the  miniftry,  (a  very  rare  virtue  among  ftatefmen) 
was  the  innocent  caufc  of  the  violent  oppofition  given  to  the  ftamp  ait,  in  England  as  well  as 
America ;  and  we  are  rather  difpofed  to  lean  towards  fuch  an  opinion.  Had  the  ftamp  duty 
been  laid  dn  the  colonics  at  once,  and  without  any  previous  mention  of  it  to  them,  they 
would,  perhaps,  have  fubmitted,  if  not  without  fome  difcontent,  at  leaft  without  that  unre* 
ferved  violence  of  oppofition  whicii  has  proved  the  fource  of  fo  much  c^amity.  The  princi- 
pal people  among  them  would  not  then  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  the  lower  fort 
forefee,  in  that  aft  of  the  Britifh  legiflature,  when  merely  held  out  to  thcpa,  much  greater 
cvils>  than  they  were  liable  to  feel  when  actually  fubjedled*  to  it ;  much  lefs  would  they  have 
had  time  to  animate  each  other  againft  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  all  intelligence  conceirfiing  it 
which  reached  any  one  part  of  the  extenfive  dominions  of  Britifh  America,  almoft  ^nfian* 
taneoufly  fiew  over  the  reft,  exciting  every  where  difcontents  in  all  ranks,  and  fuch  commo- 
tions in  mofi  of  them,  particularly  among  the  populace,  as  to  produce  all  that  faoftility  of 
difpofition  to  the  mother  country  which  we  have  defcribed  under  the  preceding  year. 

While,  however,  Great  Britain  and  America  were  fufpended  in  anxious  expectation  in  what 
manner  thefe  differences  between  both  would  terminate,  the  miniflry  fo  obnoxious  to  the  lat- 
ter had  been  difmifled,  and  another  fubftituted  in  its  room,  whofe  fyftem  pf  politics  was  more 

*  *  J  _  ■ 

favourable  to  their  wifhes.     They  were  brought  into  the  public  fervice  by  the  advice,  and 

under  the  arrangement  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  could  not  be  fufpeAed  of  any  party 

L  2  pre- 
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1766  prepofleilions,  and  who  was  known  to  pollers  thofe  talents  which  qualified  him  to  ftand  forth 
the  efFe^lual  friend  of  his  country  at  fuch  a  critical  junfture. 

The  nation  was,  at  this  period,  involved  in  circumftances  of  no  common  diftrcfs ;  our 
manufafturers  wanted  employment,  commerce  was  in  a  kind  ef  ftagnant  ftate,  provifiont 
were  extravagantly  dear,  and  a  numerous  populace  had  not  fufficient  employment  to  obtain 
the  means  of  comfortable  fubfiftence.  Such  was  the  gloomy  profpeft  that  opened  upon  us  at 
the  commencent  of  this  year  :  nor  did  the  more  extended  profpefts  acrofs  the  Atlantic  ocean 
afford  any  other  ob}e£ts  but  fcenes  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  in  which  licentioufnefs  was  car- 
ried to  fuch  a  height,  as  almofV  to  aflTume  another  name. 

But  fupported  as  the  colonifts  were  by  an  enthufiaftic  fpirit  of  refentment,  they  very  fenfibly 
felt  the  inconveniences  which  mull  ever  arife  to  a  commercial  people  from  an  interruption  of 
their  trade.  Their  warchoufcs,  however,  were  full  of  Britifh  goods,  for  which  they  had  not 
paid  ;  and  the  many  refources  of  fo  vaft  an  extent  of  country,  aboiinding  in  the  moft  eflential 
articles  of  life,  prevented  them  from  feeling  the  prefTure  of  immediate  diflrefs. 

The  enormous  fums  which  were  owing  to  our  merchants  in  the  colonies,  added  greatly  to 
the  public  difficulties,  by  the  efFeft  that  circumftance  naturally  had  on  the  trading  and  manu- 
fafturing  part  of  the  community.  Thefe  debts,  amounting  to  feveral  millions,  tlic  Ameri- 
cans pleaded  their  inability  to  pay  ;  and  their  very  creditors  were  ready  to  admit  the  plea,  as 
founded  in  truth. 

As  the  nation  was  never,  perhaps,  in  a  more  critical  iituation,  no  adminiftration  had  greater 
difficulties  to  encounter  than  that  which  bad  been  lately  called  to  the  management  of  public 
affairs.  They  were  under  the  immediate  neccffity  of  either  enforcing  the  llamp  aft  by  fire 
and  fword,  or  of  moving  its  immediate  repeal  in  Parliament.  In  the  former  cafe,  though 
there  was  no  doubt  entertained  of  the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  crufh  the  colonies,  yet  fuch  a 
decifion  would  have  been  confidered  as  employing  one  arm  to  cut  off  the  other. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  aft  Ihould  be  repealed,  they  might  be  accufed,  with  fome  appear?- 
ance  of  juftice,  of  facrificing  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  with  the  interefls  of  the  nation,  ta 
their  own  want  of  rcfolution,  or  a  blind  oppofition  to  the  meafurcs  of  their  prcdeceflbrs  in 
office. 

Thelofs  of  their  illuflrious  patron,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  was  alfo  a  diminution  of 
their  ftrength  and  fecurity,  which  owed  fo  much  to  his  good  fenfc  and  patriotifro,  as  well  as 
the  confidence  which  the  public  had  fo  naturally  placed  in  him. 

Such  was  the  iituation  of  affairs  when  the  Parliament  met  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1765. 
Uoticc  was  taken  from  the  throne  of  the  importance  of  thofe  matters  which  had  occurred  in 
North  America,  and  which  were  offered  as  the  caufe  for  affembting  the  two  houfes  fooner 
than  was  originally  intended,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  iffue  the  neceffary  writs 
on  the  many  vacancies  which  had  happened  fince  the  hfk  feffion,  and  proceed,  immediately 
after  the  recefs,  to  the  coniideration  of  the  very  important  matters  which  would  then'folicit 
their  attention. 

There  never  was  any  fnbjeft  debated  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  the  pub- 
lic appeared  to  be  more  deeply  interefled  than  the  prefent ;  while  the  reft  of  Europe,  particu- 
larly the  commercial  part  of  it,  were  by  no  means  inattentive  to  the  event. 

When  the  Parliament  met  again,  in  the  month  of  January,  in  this  year,  a  fecond  fpeech 
from  the  throne  recommended  the  American  affairs  as  the  principal  objeft  of  its  deliberations. 

Petitions 


OF      THE      ORIGIN       OF      COMMERCE.  85 


.•    "D* 


1766  Petitions  were  alfo  received,  at  this  time,  from  the  merchants  of  London,  BriftoU-Lan- 
caller,  Liverpool,  Hull,  Glafgovir,  &cc.  &c.  and  indeed  from  moft  of  the  trading  and  manu-^ 
fa£turing  towns  in  the  kingdom.  In  thefe  petitions  they  fet  forth  the  great  decay  of  their 
trade,  owing  to  the  new  laws  and  regulations  made  for  America ;  the  vaft  quantity  of  our 
manufafturcs  (bcfides  thofe  articles  imported  from  abroad,  which  were  purchafed  eithcr'with 
our  own  manufaAures,  or  with  the  produce  of  our  colonies)  which  the  American  trade  for- 
merly took  off  our  bands  ;  by  all  which,  many  thoufands  of  manufafturers,  fbamen,  and 
labourers,  had  been  employed,  to  tiie  very  great  and  increafing  benefit  of  the  nation.-*That, 
in  return  for  thefe  exports,  the  petitioners  had  received  from  the  colonies,  rice,  indigo,  to- 
bacco, naval  ftores,  oil,  whale-fins,  and  latterly  pot-afh,  with  other  ftaple  commodities  ;  be- 
iides  a  large  balance  in  remittances  by  bills  of  exchange  and  bullion,  obtained  by  the  colonifts 
for  articles  of  their  produce  not  required  for  the  Britifh  market,  and  therefore  exported  to 
other  places. 

That,  from  the  nature  of  this  trade,  confifting  of  firiti(h  manufactures  exported,  and  of 
the  import  of  raw  materials  from  America,  many  of  them  ufcd  in  our  manufactures,  and  all 
of  them  tending  to  leifen  our  dependence  on  neighbouring  flates,  it  muQ  be  deemed  of  the 
firft  importance  in  the  commercial  fyftem  of  this  nation.  That  this  commerce,  fo  beneficial 
to  the  ftate,  and  fo  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  multitudes,  then  lay  under  fuch  difficulties  and 
difcouragements,  that  nothing  lefs  than  its  utter  ruin  was  apprehended,  without  the  imme- 
diate interpofition  of  Parliament. 

That  the  colonies  were  then  indebted  to  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  to  the  amount  of 
fcveral  millions  ftcrling  ;  and  that  when  prefled  for  payment,  they  appealed  to  paft  experience 
in  proof  of  their  willingnefs,  but  declare  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  make  good  their  engage- 
ments *,  alleging,  that  the  taxes  and  reftriftions  laid  upon  them,  and  the  extenfion  of  the  jurif- 
diftion  of  the  admiralty  courts,  eftabliflied  by  fome  late  afts  of  Parliament,  &c.  which  liave 
fo  far  interrupted  the  ufual  and  former  moft  fruitful  branches  of  their  commerce,  reftrained 
the  faie  of  their  produce,  thrown  the  ftate  of  the  feveral  provinces  into  confufion,  and  brought 
on  fo  many  a£tual  bankruptcies,  that  the  former  opportunities  and  means  of  remittances  and. 
payments  were  taken  from  them. 

In  fhort,  fuch  a  number  of  petitions  from  every  commercial  and  trading  part  of  tlie  king- 
dom, containing  fo  many  interefting  faAs,  ftated  and  attefted  by  fuch  numbers  of  people, 
whofe  lives  had  been  entirely  devoted  to  trade,  and  who  muft  be  naturally  fuppofed  compe- 
tent judges  of  a  fubjeft  to  which  they  had  fo  clofely  attended,  (befides  as  it  fhcwcd  the.  general 
fenfe  of  the  nation)  could  not  fail  of  confiderably  influencing,  and  having  ar  great  weiglit  with 
Parliament, 

There  were  alfo  petitions  prefented  by  the  agents  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  the  colonies 
of  Virginia  and  Georgia  ;  but  inftead  of  leflening  the  fpirit  of  debate,  thefe  petitions  encrea- 
fed  the  fubjefts  of  it.  At  length,  however,  after  a  moft  unwearied  attention  to  this  impor- 
tant bufinefs,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refolved,.  without  a  divifion,  that  Great  Britain  pof- 
feffed  a  legiflative  power  over  her  colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.  This  refolution  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft  ;  which,  after  a  length  of  parliamentary  debate 
that  had  been  feldom  or  never  before  known,  was  carried,  on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
275  to  167  ;  and,  with  another  bill,  declaring  the  fupreme,  fovereign  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
tain over  her  colonies^  on  tlic  eighth  day  of  March  received  the  royal  afTent, 

Of 
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rj66      Of  thcfc  importairt  afts  of  Parliament  we  (hall  give  the  following  abftrafts : 

AbftraSof  an  Aa  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Dependence  of  his  Majcfty's  Dominions  in 
America  on  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

•  The  preamble  fcts  forth,  **  That  fevcral  of  the  houfes  of  rcprefeRtativcs  in  his  Majefty*s 
colonies  in  America,  had  of  late,  againft  the  law,  claimed  to  themfelves,  or  to  the  general 
aflcmbliey  of  the  fame,  the  fole  and  cxclufive  right  of  impofing  duties  and  taxes  on  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fubjefts  in  the  faid  colonics,  and  have  paflcd  certain  votes,  refolutions,  and  orders, 
derogatory  to  the  aathority  of  Parliament,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  dependency  of  the  faid 
colonies  upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  :  it  is  therefore  declared,  that  t\\t  faid  colonies  have 
been,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  fubordinate  unto,  and  dependent  on,  the  imperial  crown 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  had, 
hath,  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  full  power  an<l  authority  to  make  laws  and  ftatutes  of  fuffi* 
cient  force  to  bind  the  colonies,  and  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  them,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever. 

**  And  it  is  further  declared,  that  all  refolutions,  votes,  orders,  and  proceedings  in  any  of 
the  faid  colonies,  whereby  the  power  and  authority  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  afTembled,  is  denied  or  drawn  into  queftion,  are,  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  utterly  null  and  void,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever." 

Abftraft  of  an  Aft  for  repealing  the  Stamp  Aft. 

This  aft  fets  forth,  **  That  as  the  continuance  of  the  former  aft  would  be  attended  with 
many  inconveniences,  and  may  be  produftive  of  confequences  greatly  detrimental  to  the  com- 
mercial intereils  of  thefe  kingdoms,  it  is  therefore,  from  and  after  the  firft  of  May,  1766, 
with  the  feveral  matters  and  things  contained  in  it,  hereby  repealed  and  made  void,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes  whatfoever.^* 

On  the  6th  of  June  a  bill  was  alfo  brought  into  Parliament,  to  indemnify  thofe  who  had 
incurred  penaltiee  on  account  of  the  ftamp  aft,  &c.  and  a  requifition-was  made  by  government 
to  the  North  American  provinces  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons  as  had  fufFered  in  their  property 
by  the  late  riots,  by  making  them  a  proper  compenfation  for  the  loiles  they  had  fuftained ; 
which,  after  fome  time,  was  accordingly  done.  At  the  fafne  time,  a  bill  was  paflcd  for  open- 
ing free  ports,  under  certain  reftriftions,  in  different  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

This  adminiftration,  who,  by  their  conduft,  were  endeavouring  to  fecure  popularity,  could 
not  take  a  more  ready  method  to  obtain  poflcffion  of  that.objcft  than  by  the  repeal  of  the  cyder 
aft,  which  took  place  during  this  feflion.  Few  laws  had  ever  been  paflcd  in  this  country 
which  had  proved  fo  obnoxious  to  the  people  in  general,  but  efprcially  to  thofc  of  the  cyder 
counties,  than  that  aft  had  been  :  the  repeal  of  it  was  accompanied  with  proportionate  marks 
of  public  approbation. 

But  government  was  not  wholly  employed  in  domeftlc  concerns  ;  foreign  tranfaftians  pof- 
fefled  a  proper  fliare  of  their  attention  :  and  it  was  in  this  year  that  a  final  fettlement  of  the 
long  eontefled  bufinefs  of  the  Canada  bills  took  place.  As  this  tranfaftion  occupied  a  tedious 
length  of  negociation,  and  may  claim  a  place  among  the  commercial  events  of  this  period,  we 
ihall  relate  the  particular  circumftances  of  it. 

When  Canada  was 'in  poflcffion  of  the  French,  it  was  an  annual  lofs  to  the  government, 
althoiigh  its  trade  was  very  profitable  to  individuals,  and  to  the  kingdom  in  general. 

The  method  the  French  government  took  to  pay  the  fubjefts  of  Canada  the  balance  due  to 
them,  was  by  giving  them  either  bills  of  exchange. on  the  royal  treafury,  or  what  they  call 
ordonnances,  of  which  the  following  was  the  form : 

2ofoIs 
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Depcnfes  generates* 
No»44,i95. 

II  fera  tenu  compte  par  le  Roiy  au  mois  d'Ofiobrc  prochain,  de  la  fomme  de  vingt  foIS| 
valeur  en  la  foumiffion  du  treforier,  reftee  au  bureau  du  controle. 

A  Quebec,  le  premier  Juin,  i757«. 

Bigot. 

Thefe  bills  were  given  from  a  thouiand  livres  to  feven'-pence  halfpenny,  and  were  preferred 
by  the  inhabitants  to  current  coin.  In  the  month  of  Oftober  of  every  year,  every  one  was  at 
liberty  to  bring  thefe  ordonnances  to  the  intendant's  office,  acid  had  a  right  to  demand  bills  of 
exchange  on  Old  France  in  payment.  This  right  gave  the  pap6r  currency  a  preference  even 
over  ready  cafh,  as  the  government  would  not  take  ca(h  for  bills  of  exchange* 

Although,  the  inhabitants  might  have  brought  all  their  ordonnances  to  the  year  1759  ^^^ 
payment,  yet  being  as  current,  and  more  ufeful  than  cafh,  conliderable  cpiantkies  always  re- 
mained in  the  country ;  and,  as  a  proof,  there  were  ftill  extant  fome  of  thefe  ordonnances  of 
the  year  ^729. 

In  the  year  17599  the  intendant,  and  others  concerned  In  the  government  of  Canada,  ifTued 
out  very  conliderable  quantities  of  bills  of  exchange,  which*  they  pretended  were  for  the  ufe  of 
the  government ;  but  as  the  French'  court  charged  them  with  mal-adminiftration,  this  point 
continued  in.  difpute  till  they  were  fentenced  to  make  reftitutipn.  On  being  informed  of  this 
fentence,  the  £ngli{h  merchants,  who  were,  as  we  have  mentioned  under  a  former  year,  deeply 
concerned  in  Canada  paper,  applied  to  government,  for  the  purpoie  of  obtaining  their  fhare  in 
the  appointed  reftitution  ;  and  after  a  length  of  negociation  which  the  buiinefs  did  not  feem  to 
require,  the  following  convention  for  the  liquidatipn  of  the  Canada  paper  money  belonging  to 
the  fubjefis  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majelly,  was  executed  on 
the  29th  of  March,  in.  this  year, 

**  Article  I»  His  Excellency  General  Conway,  invefted  with  full  powers  and  authorifations^ 
accepts  for  the  Britifh  proprietors  and  holders  of  Canada  paper,  and  in  their  names,  the  reduc* 
tion  of  the  faid  paper,  on  the  footing  of  50  per  cent,  for  the  bills  of  exchange,  and  fuch  part 
of  the  certificates  as  are  entitled  to  the  faid  payments ;  and  of  75  per  cent,  for  the  ordonnances, 
cards,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  certificates ;  and  to  receive  for  the  50  and  25  per  cent,  of 
the  reduced  principal,  reconnoiflances,  or  rent  contrafts,  which  (hall  bear  an  annual  intereft 
from  the  ift  of  January,  1765,  of  4i-  per  cent,  to  be  fubjcdted  to  the  dixieme  fronv-  the  faid 
ift  of  January,  1765,  in  as  many  reconnoiflances  as  it  fhall  fuit  the  holdera  ta  divide  their 
liquidated  principals  into^  provided  that  each  reconnoiflance  ihall  not  be  for  more  than  1000 
livres  Tournois :  which  reconnoiflances  fhall  fhare  the  fame  fate  for  their  reimburfement  as 
the  other  debts  of  the  {late,  and  fhall  not  be  fubjeAed  to  any  redufinon  whatfoever.  The  whole 
conformably  to  the  arrets  of  the  council  ifTued  in  France  the  29th  June,  2d  July,.  1764,  29tli 
and  31ft  December,  1765. 

**  IL  In  order  to  afcertatn  the  Bf  itifit  property  of  thrs  paper  at  th^  period,  and  according 
to  the  meaning  of  the  declaration  annexed  to  the  laft  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  each  pro- 
prietor or  holder  Ihall  be  obliged  to  make  a  declaration  thereof  upon  oath,  in  the  form  and' 
terms  which  fhall  be  hereafter  prefcribed,  in  confequence  of  a  further  delay,  which  his  Moft 
Chrifiian  Majefty  grants  tliem  to  ift  of  Oflober,  1 766  ;.  after  the  expiration  of  which,  fuch  of 
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1766  the  papers  as  fhall  not  have  been  declared  and  tendered  to  be  liquidated,  (hall  remain  excludedj 
null,  and  of  no  value, 

**  III.  Thefe  declarations  on  the  part 'of  the  proprietors  and  holders  of  this  paper,  fhall  be 
accompanied  by  an  oath,  to  be  taken  before  the  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  London,  or  fuch 
other  magiflratc  in  pcrfon  as  (hall  be  named  for  that  purpofe,  in  fuch  place,  and  at  fuch  times, 
as  fhall  be  fpecified  in  the  prefcncc  of  the  commifTaries  or  deputies  appointed,  as  well  on  the 
part  of  the  court  of  France  as  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  of  this  paper ;  which  commiflaries 
or  deputies  fhall  be  allowed  to  afk,  through  the  magiftrate  who  adminiflers  the  oath,  fuch  quef- 
tions  of  the  deponent  as  they  fhall  judge  neccfTary,  relative  to  the  objcft  of  the  oath. 

"  IV.  Each  declaration  fhall  contain  only  what  belongs  to  one  holder,  wlicther  they  are 
his  own  property,  or  held  by  him  for  account  of  others  ;  mentioning  therein  his  name,  qua- 
lity, and  place  of  abode ;  and  this  declaration  fhall  be  made  conformable  to  the  model  an« 
nexed  to  the  pre fent  convention. 

**  V.  Duplicates  fhall  be  made  of  thefe  declarations,  certified  to  be  true,  figned  by  the 
holders  of  the  faid  papers,  and  previoufly  delivered  to  the  Englifh  and  French  commiflaries  or 
deputies,  who  fhall  be  obliged,  three  days  after  receiving  thefe  declarations,  to  afTifl  at  the 
taking  of  the  oath  before  the  magiflrate  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

**  VI.  As  this  paper  may,  fince-the  lafl  t^eatypf  peace,  have  palled  into  the  hands  of  three 
different  clafles  of  proprietors,  namely,  the  aftual, proprietors,  the  intermediate,  and  the  ori- 
ginal ;  the  form  of  an  oath  fuitable  for  each  clafs  of  proprietors  fhall  be  prefcribed  in  the  three 
following  articles. 

[The  feventh,  eighth,  nintli,  and  tenth  articles,  contain  only  the  forms  of  oaths.  J 

*<  XI.  After  the  adminiflration  of  the  oaths,  there  fhall,  within  the  fpace  of  three  days,  be 
delivered  to  each  a£tual  proprietor  or  holder,  a  certificate  of  its  being  Britifh  property  by  the 
magiflrate  who  adminiflers  the  oaths ;  which  certificate  fhall  be  revifed  and  figned  by  the  re- 
fpeflive  commiflaries  or  deputies,  and  fhall  contain  an  account  of  each  fort  of  paper  which 
fhall  have  been  therein  proved  Britilh  property  ;  in  order,  that  by  means  of  this  voucher,  the 
pofTeflbr  may  prefent  his  paper  to  the  office  of  the  commiflion  at  Paris,  there  to  be  examined, 
revifed,  and  liquidated,  and  converted  into  reconnoifl[ances,  or  rent  contrads,  according  to  the 
redu£lion  fixed  and  agreed  upon  :  everything  fhall  meet  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  and  the 
holders  of  this  paper  fhall  be  at  no  expence  whatfoever. 

**  XII.  In  cafe  any  unforefecn  accident  fhall  have  deprived  any  adlual  proprietor  of  this 
paper  of  an  intermediate  proof  between  him  and  the  firft  proprietor  who  received  it  from 
Canada,  fo  as  that  the  proofs  which  precede  and  follow  that  which  ought  to  join  them,  and 
which  is  mifling,  feem  to  have  report  and  belong  to  each  other ;  in  that  cafe  only  the  refpec- 
tive  commifTaries  or  deputies  fhall  be  empowered  to  admit  tlic  paper  it  relates  to  as  Britifh 
.property,  if  they  think  proper,  notwithflanding  the  deficiency  which  Ihall  have  broke  the  link 
of  the  proof :  and  if  the  refpe£live  commifTaries  or  ^leputies  fhall  chance  to  differ  in  opinion, 
the  decifion  of  the  objeft  in  queflion  fhall  be  referred  to  his  Britannic  Majcfly's  Secretary  of 
State,  and  to  the  ambaflador  of  his  mofl  Chriflian  Majefly 

"  XIII.  In  virtue  of  the  foregoing  arrangement,  the  court  of  France  grants  to  the  Britifh 
proprietors  of  this  paper,  an  indemnification  of  premium  of  3,000,000  of  livres  Tournois, 
payable  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  500,000  livres  Tournois,  which  fhall  be  paid  in  fpecie 
to  his  Britannic  Majefly's  ambaflador  at  Paris  in  the  courfe  of  April  next;  and  2,500,000  livres 
Tournois,  in  reconnoiflances  or  rent  contradts^  of  the  fame-nature  as  thofe  which  fhall  be 
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J  766  given  for  the  50  and  25  per  cent,  on  the  capitals  of  the  bilk  of  exchange,  ^ards,  ordonnances, 
&c.  but  the  intercft  of  which  (hall  only  run  from  January  i,  1766 ;  which  fum  of  2,500,000 
livres  Tournois,  ihall  be  delivered  to  the  aforcfaid  ambaflador  immediately  after  the  ratifica- 
tion and  exchange  of  the  prefent  convention,  in  reconnoiiiance  of  i^ooo  livres  Tournois  each, 
on  the  exprefs  condition,  that  all  the  Canada  paper  belonging  to  Britilh  fubjeAs,  not  liquidat- 
ed, ihall  ihare  the  fame  fate  for  its  reimburfement  a&  French  paper,  and  Ihall  come,  in  courfc 
of  payment  with  the  debts  of  the  ilate,  the  reconnoiffances  or  rent  contra&s  whereof  ihall  be 
paid  as  the  other  debts,  without  being  fubjeded  to  any  reduftion  whatfoever ;  and  on  the  fur- 
ther  condition,  that  all  the  Englifh  proprietors  of  the  faid  paper  ihall  give  up  every  particular 
indemnification  from  any  caufe  and  pretext  whatfoever. 

**  XIV.  The  folemn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  convention  ihall  be  exchanged  in  good  and 
>^ue  form,  in  this  city  of  London,  between  the  two  courts,  within  the  fpace  of  one  momth^  or 
iboner  if  it  be  poflible,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  day  of  figning  the  prefent  convention. 

•*  In  witnefs  thereof,  we  the  under-written  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  faid  two  courts, 
have  iigned  in  their  names,  and  by  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  the  prefent  convention,  and 
xaufed  it  tc  be  fealed  with  our  arms. 

**  Done  at  London,  this  29th  day  of  March,  1766. 

«  H.  S.CONWAY,  (•L.S,) 

«  Count  Dz  GUERCHY,  (L.  S,)" 

In  confequence  of  this  convention,  the  committee  of  London  merchants  appointed  by  the 
iiolders,  &c.  of  Canada  bills,  ^refented  the  following  memorial : 

**  That  the  13  articles  of  the  convention  made  with  the  court  of  France,  for  the  final  fet- 
tlement  of  the  Canada  bills,^  is,  of  itfelf^  infuflScient  to  explain  to  the  proprietors  of  the  faid 
bills,  in  what  manner  the  fum  of  tliree  millions  of  livres,  granted  by  the  court  of  France,  as 
an  indemniiicatioh  or  premium,  is  to  be  diilributed. 

**  Therefore  humbly  folicit  your  Excellency  to  permit  the  following  explanation,  which  is 
founded  on  the  committer's  propoiition  for  the  payment  of  thefe  papers,  delivered  on  the  27th 
of  December  lail,  to  be  annexed  to  the  convention,  and  publiihed  therewith,  fdr  the  infor« 
snation  of  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

*^  And  your  memorialiils,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c«  * 

«*  BUOOK   WATSOMt 

London,  ^riV  28, 4766.  '*  Robert  Allen, 

**  Fjiancis  Rybot. 
•^*  Robert  Hunter, 
**  Isidore  Lynch, 
^«  Charles  Crockat, 
**  William  Greenwood, 
•^*  Robert  Grant, 
"  Daniel  Vialars.'* 
The  committee^s  explanation,  relative  to^he  diftribution  of  the  3,000,000  of  livres  granted 
'by  the  Court  of  France,  as  a  premium  or  indemnification  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  fore- 
going convention. 

"  This  indemaification  having  been  granted  by  the  Court  of  France,  in  cpniequence  of 

repeated  propoiitions  made  by  the  committee  appointed  for  the  management  of  this  buiinefs, 

and  approved  of  by  the, proprietors  and  holders  of  the  faid  papers  at  various  general  meetings 
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1766  aflcmblcd  for  that  purpofe,  at  which  the  diftribution  of  the  faid  indemnification  or  prcmium» 
which  was  the  bafis  of  the  convention  fincc  acceded  to,  was  determined  and  agreed  upon. 

**  The  committee  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them,  for  the  better  information  of  every 
Britifh  proprietor  or  holder  of  Canada  paper>  to  publi(h.  the  particulars  of  the  iaid  diftribution, 
which  they  are  now  enabled  to  do  with  preciiion. 

**  In  order  to  form  a  judgment,  as  near  as  poffible,  of  the  value  of  each  kind  of  paper,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  lay  before  the  public  a  ftatc  thereof,  as  it  will  ftand  reduced,  agreeable  to 
the  terms  of  the  convention,  and  an  account  of  the  proportional  part  of  the  indemnification 
or  premium  of  3,000,000  of  livres,  which  each  fpecies  of  paper  will  be  entitled  to  receive, 
after  the  clofing  of  the  liquidation  ;  /.  e.  the  firft  of  Oftober  next, 

**  By  the  moft  exaft  eftimates  which  it  has  been  poffible  to  make,  as  well  as  by  the  regifters 
of  the  Court  of  France,  it  appears,  that  there  ftill  exifts  unliquidated,  Livres. 

**  Billsof  exchange  and  certificates  about,  —  —  4,000^000 

*'  Ordonnances  and  cards,.  &c.  _  — .  —  12,000,000 

Total,  16,000,000 

•*  Which,  when  liquidated  and  converted  into  reconnoiflanccs,  will  produce  as-  under  ; 
"  Four  millions  paid  at  50  per  cent.  —  _  — .  2,000,000 

•*  Twelve  raillions  at  25  per  cent.  —  —        —  3,000,000 

•*  The  capital  of  the  liquidated  debt,  —  —  5,000,000 

"  The  diftribution  of  tlie  2,500,000  livres  in  reconnoiftances,  and  the  500,000  livres  in 
fpecie,  agreeable  to  the  proportion,  in  confequence  of  which  the  fame  was  obtained,  will  be 
as  follows  :  Livres  in  recon^ 

"  On  the  ordonnances  and  other  papers  payable  on  the  footing  of  25  noiJJ'ances. 

per  cent.        —  —  —  —  —  1,500,000 

**  On  the  fame,  being  a  proportional  part  of  the  remaining  million  of 
reconnoiilances,  which  is  to  be  divided  on  the  liquidated  capital  of  the 
whole  debt,  which  amounts  to  the  computed  fum  of  5,000,000,  —  600,000 

Totals  2,ioo,oQO 


**  The  500,000  livres  in  fpecre,  being  granted  as  an  equivalent  for  the  lofs  which  would 
arife  by  receiving  the  2,500,000  livres  for  the  indemnification  in  reconnoiflances,  it  muft  be 
proportionably  divided  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  reconnoiftances,  viz.  if  2,500,000  livres 
receive  500,000  livres,  what  will  2,100,000  receive?  Anfwer,  420,000  livres  in  fpecie. 

**  To  be  divided  in  the  month  of  November  next,  on  the  fup- 
pofed }  2,000,000  of  ordonnances,  cards,  &c.  — -  2,520,000 

^  On  the  bills  of  exchange,  and  fuch  certificates  as  are  paid  on 
the  footing  of  50  per  cent,  the  remaining  part  of  the  million  of  re- 
connoiilances, «««..-.  .^  400,000 

••  Proportion  of  the  500,000  in  fpecie,  being  i-5]th  or  20  per 
cent,  on  4<'o,ooo,  —  —  —  80,000 

**  Total  on  the  bills  of  exchange,  &c.  —  .—..—.i......^       480,000 

**  Amount  of  indemnification  granted,  —  3,000,000 

i»— ^      ■ 
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r766  **  The  above  recited  fiim  of  3,000,000  of  livres,  will  be  paid  by  the  committee  in  No- 
vember next,  to  fuch  proprietors  who  (hall,  in  the  Oftober  preceding,  produce  to  them  a  cer- 
tificate iigned  by  the  Englifh  commiflary,  appointed  to  adjuft  the  liquidation  of  thefe  efFeAs, 
certifying,  that  fuch  fums  as  thofc  on  which  the  proprietors  demand  a  proportion  of  the  in- 
demnification or  premium,  had  been  proved  on  oath  to  have  been  Britiih  property,  in  con- 
formity to  the  tenor  of  the  convention.  This  certificate  to  be  accompanied  with  a  bordereau 
of  liquidation  made  at  Paris,  and  certified  to  be  true  by  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  his 
Moll  Chriftian  Majefty  to  liquidate  the  Canada  bills. 

**  Brook  Watson. 

^*  RoEERT  Allen. 

"**  Francis  Rybot. 

**  Robert  Hunter. 

**  Isidore  Lynch. 

"  Charles  Crockat. 

-**  William  Greenwood. 

**  Robert  Grant. 

^*  Daniel  Vialars." 
In  this  year  alfo,  an  advantageous  commercial  treaty  was  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ruffia,  in  the^  arrangement  of  which,  and  removing  thofe  obftacles  which  impeded  its 
completion,  much  praife  is  due  to  the  zeal,  induftry,  and  abilities  of  Sir  George,  now  Lord 
Macartney,  the  then  Britifh  minifier  at  the  court  of  Peterfburg. 
Wc  (hall  be  juftificd,  by  every  commercial  confidcration,  in  giving  this  treaty  at  large. 
^*  Article  L     The  peace,  friendfhip,  and  good  underflanding,  which  have  hitherto  happily 
fubfiftcd  between  their  Majefties  of  Great  Britain  and  of  all  the  Ruffias,  ih all  be  ratified  and 
confirmed  by  this  treaty  ;  {o  that  from  this  time  forward,  and  in  all  time  coming,  there  (hall  be 
between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  crown  of  all  the  Ruffias  on  the 
other;  as  alfo  between  the  ftates,  countries,  kingdoms,  dominions,  and  territories,  that  are 
fubjeft  to  them,  a  true,  fincere,  -firm,  and  perfedl  peace,  friendfhip,  and  good  undcrftanding, 
which  fhall  laft  for  ever,  and  fhall  be  inviolably  obferved,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  on  the 
freih  waters  ;  and  thefubjeds,  people  and  inhabitants  on  the  one  part  and  on  the  other,  of 
what  ftate  or  condition  foever  they  be,  (hall  perform  to  each  other  all  a£ts  of  kindnefs  and  af- 
fiftance  pofiible,  and  (hall  not  do  one  another  any  hurt  or  injury  whatever. 

**  n.  The  fubjefts  of  the  two  high  contrafting  powers,  (hall  have  full  liberty  of  navigation 
and  commerce  in  all  the  Hates  fituated  in  Europe,  wliere  navigation  and  commerce  are  per- 
mitted at  prefent,  or  (hall  be  permitted  hereafter  by  the  high  contrafting  parties,  to  any  other 
nation. 

**  III.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  fubjefts  ef  the  two  high  contracting  parties  (hall  have  leave  to 
enter,  trade,  and  remain  with  their  (hips,  boats  and  carriages,  loaded  or  unloaded,  in  all  the 
ports,  places  and  towns,  where  fuch  leave  is  granted  to  the  fubjefts  of  any  other  nation ;  and 
the  failors,  pafiengers  and  (hips,  as  well  Briti(h  as  Ruffian,  though  there  (hould  be  among 
their  crews  fubje£ts  of  fome  other  foreign  nation,  fhall  be  received  and  treated  as  the  moft 
favoured  nation  ;  and  neither  the  failors  nor  padengers  (hall  be  forced  to  enter,  againft  their 
will,  into  the  fervice  of  cither  of  the  two  contrafting  powers,  ejcccpting,  however,  fuch  of 
their  fubjefts  as  they  may  want  for  their  own  proper  fervice  ;  and  if  a  domeftic  or  failor  defert 
bis  fervice  or  his  (hip,  he  (hall  be  reftored.    It  is  likewife  agreed,  that  the  fubjefts  of  the  high 
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1766  eonlra^tkig:  parties  fliall  have  teaye  to  porcfaafe,  at  the  current  price,  all  forts  or  conHnodittes 
of  which  they  inay  ftand  in  need;  to  lejiair.and  refit  their  ihips,  boats  and  carriages  ;  to  pur- 
chafe  allkind*  of  proviiions  /o»  their  preftnt  fubfiftance  of  their  voyage;  and  to  remain  or 
depart  at  Hieir  pleafure,  without  let  or  itnpedinient,  provided  they  conform  to  the  laws  an4 
ordinances  of  the  refpeAivt  dates  of  the  high  contracting  parties  where  they  may  happen  to  be« 
In  like  manner  the  Ruffian  (hip»  that  are  navigating  the  fea^  and  are  met  by  £ngli(h  fliips, 
fball  not  be  impeded  in  the  courfe  of  their  voyage^  provided,  in  the  Britifb  fea,  they  conform. 
to  the  eftabliflied  pra&ice ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ihall  receive  from  them  all  kind  of  affiftance* 
as  well  in  the  ports^  of  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  as  in  the  open  (ea. 

**  I V.^  It  IS  agreed,  that  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  bring,  by  water 
or  by  land,-  into  all  or  into  fuch  provinces  of  Ruiiia,  where  freedom  of  trade  is*  permitted  to^ 
the  fubjeds  of  any  other  nation^  all  forts^  of  merchandize  or  e£Fe£ts,  the  traffic  or  entry  of 
which  is  not  prohibited :  and  in  like  manner  the  fubjeAs  of  Ruffia  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  brings 
buy  and  fell  freely,  in  all,  or  in  fuch  ftates  of  G^at  Britain  where  freedom  of  trade  is  per* 
muted  to  the  fubje£ts  of  any  other  nation,  all  forts  of  merchandize  and  efitAs^  the  traffic  and 
entry  of  which  is  not  prohibited ;  which  is  alfo  to  be  equally  underfiood  of  the  manufactures 
and  products  of  the  Afiatic  provinces,  provided  this  is  not  aAually  forbid  by  fome  law  at  pre* 
fent  ia  force  in  Great  Briuin ;  comprehending  all  forts  of  merchandize  effeCts,  which  the  fub« 
jeds  of  any  other  nation  may  buy  there,  and  tranfport  into  other  countries,  particularly 
wrought  gold  and  filver,  excepting  the  current  coin  of  Great  Britain ;  and  in  order  to  preferve- 
a  juft  equality  between  the  Ruffian  and  Britifli-  merchants,  with  regard  to  the  exportation  of 
proTifions  and  other  commodities,  it  is  further  fiipulated,  that  the  fubjeds  of  Ruffia  fhall  pay 
the  fame  duties  on  exportation,  that  are  paid  by  the  Britifh  merchants  on-  exporting  the  fame 
efFcAs  from  the  ports  of  Ruffia ;  but  then  each  of  the  high  contracting  parties  ihall  referve  to< 
itfelf  the  liberty  of  making,  in  the  interior  parts  of  its  dominions,  fuch  particular  arrangements 
as  it  fhall  find  expedient  for  encouraging  and  extending  its  own  navigation.  TheRuffiaiv 
merchants  fhall  enjoy  the  fame  liberties  and  privileges  as  the  Britifh  merchants  of  the  Ruffiaa 
company  enjoy ;  and,  as  the  defignofthe  two  higb  contracting  parties,,  and  the  intention  of 
this  treaty,  is  to  facilitate  the  reciprocal  commerce  of  their  fubjeCts,  and  to  extend  its  limits 
and  mutual  advantages,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  Britifh  merchants  trading  in  the  dominions  of 
Ruffia^  fhall  have  liberty,  in  cafe  of  death,  a  preffing  exigency,  or  abfolute  neceffity^  when 
there  are  no  otlier  means  of  procuring  money,  or  iacafe  of  bankruptcy,  to  difpofe  of  their 
eSeCts,  whether  of  Ruffian  or  foreign  merchandize^  in  fuch  manner  as  the  perfons  concerned 
ihall  find  moft  advantageous..  The  fame  thing  fhall  be  obferved  with  regard  to  the  Ruffian 
merchants  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain.  All  which,  however,  is  to  be  underftood  with 
this  reftriAion,  that  every  fort  of  permiffion,  on  the  one  fide  and  on  the  other,,  fpecified  in 
this  article,  fhall  not  be  in  any  thing  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country ;  and  the  Britifh,  Z9^ 
well  as  the  Ruffian  merchants  and  their  faCtors,  fhall  punctually  conform  to  the  rights,  ilatutes 
and  ordinances  of  the  country  where  they  trade,  in  order  to  prevent  all  kind  of  fraud  and  im* 
pofition.  It  is  for  this  reafon,  that  the  decifion  of  fuch  events  happening  to  the  Britifh  compt* 
ing-houfes  in  Ruffia,  ihall  l>e  fubmitted,  at  Peterfburg,  to  the  college  of  commerce,  and  in 
other  towns  where  diere  is  no  college  of -commerce,,  to  the  tribunals  that  have  the  cognizance 
of  commercial  affinrs* 

«*  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain,  if  they  have  no  rixdoUars  to  pay  the 
Cttftomt  or  other  duties  for  the  merchandize  which  they  import  or  export,  fhall  be  allowed  to 
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2766  pay  them  in  other  foreign  coin  of  9  known  name  and  eftablifhed  value*  equal  to  that  of  the 
rixdollar,  or  in  the  current  coin  of  Ruifia,  the  rixdollar  valued  at  125  copecs  (or  pennies). 

**  VI.  All  poffible  ailift^nce  and  difpatch  fhall  be  given  to  the  loading  and  unloadilng  of 
IhipSy  as  well  for  the  importation  as  the  exportation  of  commodities,  according  to  the  regula* 
lions  on  that  head  eftabliflied ;  and  they  ihall  not  be  in  any  manner  detained,  under  the  penal* 
ties  denounced  in  the  faid  regulations.  In  like  manner,  if  the  fubjeAs  of  Great  Britain  make 
contrafls  with  any  chancery  or  college  whatever  to  deliver  certain  commodities  or  eiFeds,  upon 
notifying  that  fuch  commodities,  are  ready  to  be  delivered,  and  after  they  (h^U  have  been  ac* 
tually  delivered  at  the  time  fpecified  in  tbefe  conua&s,  they  ihall  be  received ;  and  immedi« 
.ately  thereupon,  the  accounts  fhall  be  fettled  and  cleared  between  the  faid  college  or  chancery 
and  the  Britiih  merchants,  at  the  time  fixed  in  the  faid  contra£ts<»  The  fame  condud  (hall  be 
obferved  towards  Ruflian  merch^ts  in  tlie  dominions  of  Great  firitain^ 

**  VI L  It  is  agreed,  that  the  fubje£h  of  Great  Britainmay,.  in  all  th&  towns  and  places  of 
Ruffia  where  freedom  of  trade  is  permitted  to  any  other  nation,  pay  for  the  commodities  they 
purchafe  in  the  fam& current  coin  of  Ruifia  which  they  take  for  the  commodities  they  fell,  un- 
kfs*  in;  their  contrails  they  have  ftipulated  the  contrary  ;  and  this  ought  equally  to  be  under* 
ftood  of  Ruflian  commodities  iivthe  dominions  of  Giseat  Britain. 

*'  VIII.  In  the  places  where  embarkations  are  ordinarily  made-,  permilCon  fhall  be  granted 
to  the  fubjeAs  of  the  high  contrading  parties,  to  load  their  (hips  and  carriages  with,  and  tranf- 
port  by  water  or  by  land,  all  fuch  forts  of  commodities  as  they  (hall  have  purchafed,  (with  an 
exception,  however,  of  thofewbofe  exportation  is- prohibited)  upon  paying  the  cuftoms,  pro* 
Tided  tliefe  (hips  and  carriages  conform  to  the  laws.. 

**  IX,  The  fubjcfts  of  the  high  contra£king  parties  (hall  pay  no  greater  duty  for  the  im- 
portation or  exportation  of  their  commodities  than  is  paid  by  the  fubje£h  of  other  nations.-^ 
Neverthelefs^  to  prevent,  oabothfides,  the  defrauding  of  the  cuftoms,  ifitfhouldbe  difco* 
vered  that  commodities  have  been  entered  clandeftinely,  and  without  paying  the  cuftoms, 
they  (hall  be  confifcated-;  but,  befides  that,  no  other  puniftiment  (hall  be  inflifted  upon  the 
merchants  on  either  (ide. 

**  X.  PermifSon  (hall  be  granted  to  the  fubjefks  of  the  two  contrafVing  parties  to  go,  come,, 
and  trade  freely  with  thofe  ftates,  with  which  one  or  other  of  the  parties  (hall  at  that  time,  or 
at  any  future  period,  be  engaged  in  war,  provided  they  do  not  carry  military  ftores  to 
the  enemy.  From  this  permiflion,  however,  are  excepted  places  actually  blocked  up,  or  be« 
(ieged,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land  ;  but,  at  all  other  times,  and  with  the  fingle  exception  of  mi- 
litary ftore?,  the  above-faid  fubjeAs  may  tranfport  to  thefe  places  all  forts  of  commodities,  as 
'  well  as  paflbngers,  without  the  leaft  impediment.  With  regard  to  the  fear.ching  of  merchant 
(hips,  men  of  war  and  privateers  (hall  behave  as  favourably  as  the  reafon  of  the  war,  at  that 
time  exifting,  can  poffibly  permit  towards  the  rooft  friendly  powers  that  (hall  remain  neuter; 
obferving,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  principles  and  maxims  of  the  law  of  nations,,  that  are  generally 
acknowledged. 

**  XI.  All  cannon,  mortars,  mu(kets,  piftols,  bombs,  grenades,  bullets,  balls,  fufees,  fiint- 
ilones,  matches,  powder,  faltpetre,  fulphur,  breaft-plates,  pikes,  fwords,  belts,  cartouch-bags, 
faddles  and  bTi4Ies,  beyond  the  quantity  that  may  be  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  die  (hip»  or  be- 
yot%d  what  every  man  ferving  on  board  the  (hip,  and  every  pallenger  ought  to  have,  fhall  be 
accounted  ammunition  or  military  ftores  ;  and,  if  found,  (hall  be  confifcated,  according  to 
law,  as  contraband  goods,  or  prohibited  commodities ;  but  neither  the  (hips  nor  paflengers, 
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4766  nor  the  other  commodities  found  at  the  fame  time,  fliaU  be  detained  or  hindered  to  profecute 

their  voyage. 

**  XIL  If,  which  God  forbid  !  the  peace  (hould  come  to  be  broke  between  'the  two  high 
contrading  parties,  the  perfons»  fhips,  and  commodities,  fhall  not  be  detained  or  confifcated ; 
but  they  fliall  be  allowed,  at  Icaft,  the  fpace  of  one  year,  to  fell,  difpofe,  or  carry  cflF  their  ef- 
fefts,  and  to  retire  wherever  they  pleafe  -,  a  ftipulation  that  is  to  be  equally  underflood  of  all 
thofe  who  fhall  be  in  the  fea  or  land  feivicc  :  and  they  (hall  farther  be  permitted,  cither  at  or 
before  their  departure,  to  confign  the  efFcfts  which  they  fliall  not  as  yet  have  difpofed  of,  as 
well  as  the  debts  that  fhall  be  due  to  them,  to  fuch  perfons  as  they  fhall  think  proper,  in  order 
to  difpofe  of  them  according  to  their  deflre,  and  for  their  benefit ;  which  debts,  the  debtors 
fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  no  fuch  rupture  had  happened. 

**  XIIL  In  cafe  of  a  fhipwreck  happening  in  any  place  belonging  to  one  or  other  of  the 
high  contrafting  parties^  not  only  fhall  all  kindof  affiftance  be  given  to  the  unhappy  fufFerers, 
and  no  fort  of  violence  fhall  be  offered  to  them,  but  even  the  cffefts  which  they  fhall  have 
^aved  themfelves,  or  which  they  fhall  have  thrown  overboard  into  the  fea,  fhall  not  be  con- 
cealed, withheld,  or  damaged,  under  any  pretext  whatfoever ;  on  the  contrary,  the  above-faid 
effe£ts  and  commodities  fhall  be  preferved  and  reftored  to  them,  upon  their  giving  a  moderate 
recompcnce  to  thofe  who  fhall  have  affifled  them  in  faving  their  lives,  their  fhips,  and  tlieir 
commodities. 

**  XIV.  Permiffion  fhall  be  granted  to  Britifli  merchants  to  build,  buy,  fell,  and  hirehoufes 
in  all  tlie  territories  and  towns  of  Ruffia;  excepting,  however,  with  regard  to  tlie  permiffion  of  ^ 
building  and  buying  houfes  in  thofe  towns  of  Ruffia  which  have  particular  rights  of  burghcr- 
fliip,  and  privileges  inconfiftent  with  fuch  indulgence  ;  and  it  is  exprefsly  fpecified,  tliat  at 
St.  Peterfburgh,  Mofcow,  and  Archangel,  the  houfes  which  the  Britifh  merchants  fhail  buy, 
or  caufe  to  be  built,  fhall  be  exempt  from  all  quartering  of  foldiers,  as  long  as  they  fhall  belong 
to  them,  and  fhall  be  inhabited  by  them  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  houfes  which  they  fhall  hire 
or  let,  thefe  fhall  be  fubjeft  to  all  the  ufual  charges  of  the  town  ;  the  tenant  and  landlord  fet- 
tling that  matter  between  them.  As  to  every  other  town  of  Ruffia,  the  houfes' which  they 
fhall  purchafe  or  caufe  to  be  built,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  which  they  fhall  hire  or  let, 
fhall  not  be  exempted  from  the  quartering  of  foldiers.  Permiffion  fhall  likewife  be  granted 
the  Ruffian  merchants  to  build,  buy,  fell,  and  let  houfes  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  is  done  by  the  fubjefts  of  the  moft  favoured  nations.  They  fhall  enjoy  the 
free  exercife  of  the  Greek  religion  in  their  houfes,  or  in  fuch  places  as  are  deflined  for  that 
purpofe  ;  and  in  like  manner  the  Britifh  merchants  fhall  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  the  Protef- 
tant  religion.  The  fubjefts  of  either  power,  eflablifhed  in  Ruffia  or  in  Great  Britain,  fhall 
have  power  to  difpofe  of  their  eftates,  and  to  leave  them  by  will  to  whomfoever  they  think 
proper,  following  thecuftoms  and  laws  of  their  own  proper  country. 

"  XV.  Paffports  (hall  be  granted  to  all  Britifh  fubjefts  who  defire  to  quit  the  dominions  of 
Ruffia,  two  months  after  they  fliall  have  fignified  their  defign  of  departing,  without  obliging 
them  to  give  fecurity ;  and  if,  in  that  time  there  appear  no  juft  caufe  for  detaining  them,  they 
fhall  be  allov^ed  to  go  ;  nor  fhall  they  be  obliged  to  apply,  for  that  purpofe,  to  any  other  quar- 
ter than  to  the  college  of  commerce,  or  to  that  which  may  hereafter  be  eftabliflied  in  its  place. 
The  fame  cafy  methods  of  departing  fhall,  upon  like  occafions,  and  agreeable  to  the  cuflom  of 
the  country »  be  granted  to  Ruffian  merchants,  who  want  to  quit  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain. 

"  XVI.  Britifh 


OF      THEORIGIi^      OF      COMMERCE,  95 

1766  **  XVI.  Bntifh  merchants,  who  (hall  hire  or  employ  domeftics,  (hall,  in  this  particular,  be 
obliged  to  conform  thcmfclves  to  the  laws  of  this  empire.  And  Ruflian  merchants  (hall  be 
equally  obliged  to  do  the  fame  in  Great  Britain. 

*'  XVII.  In  all  law-fuits,  and  other  proceedings,  the  Britifh  merchants  (hall  be  amenable 
only  to  the  college  of  commerce,  or  to  that  which  Ihall  hereafter  be  eftabli(hcd  for  the  adraini- 
(Iration  of  juflice  between  merchants.  But,  if  it  (hould  happen  that  the  Britifh  merchants 
(hould  have  law-fuits  in  any  place  at  a  diftance  from  the  above-nikcntioncd  college  of  com- 
merce, both  they  and  the  advcrfc  party  (hall  prefer  their  complaints  to  the  magiftrate  of  the 
faid  towns  ;  with  this  provifo,. however,  that  tlie  Britifti  merchants  (liall  have  the  right  to  ap- 
peal from  the  fentence  of  the  raagiftrate,  and  to  demand  tliat  of  the  college  of  commerce,  if 
they  find  thcmfelves  aggrieved.  The  Ruflian  merchants  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
(hall,  in  their  turn,  have  the  fame  proteftion  and  juftice,  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  that 
kingdom,  are  granted  to  other  foreign  merchants,  and  (hall  be  treated  as  tlie  fubjefls  of  the 
moil  favoured  nation* 

**  XVIII.  The  Briti(h  merchants  in  Rnffia,  and  the  Ruflian  merchants  in  Great  Britain, 
(hall  not  be  obliged  to  (hew  their  books  or  papers  to  any  perfon  whatever,  unlefs  it  be^o  make 
proof  in  the  court  of  juftice;  flill  lefs  (hall  the  faid  books  or  papers  be  taken  or  detained 
from  them.  If,  however,  the  cafe  (hould  happen,  that  any  Briti(h  merchant  becomes  bank- 
rupt, he  (hall  be  amenable  at  St.  Peterlburgh  to  the  college  of  commerce,  or  to  that  which  (hall 
hereafter  be  eftabli(hed  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  mercantile  affairs;  and  in  other 
remote  towns,  to  the  magiftrate  of  the  place  ;  and  he  (hall  be  proceeded  againft  according  to 
the  laws  that  arc  or  (hall  be  made  for  this  purpofe.  Neverthelefs,  if  the  Briti(h  merchants, 
without  becoming  bankrupt,  rcfufe  to  pay  their  debts,  whether  to  tlie  treafury  of  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  or  to  individuals,  it  (liall  be  lawful  to  lay  an  arreft  upon  part  of  their  effefts  equiva- 
lent to  their  debt^  ;  and,  in  cafe  theie  efFcds  (hould  not  be  fufhcient  for  difcharging  fuch  debts, 
they  may  themfclvcs  be  arrefted  and  detained  in  cuftody,  until  fuch  time  as  the  greater  part  of 
their  creditors,  as  well  with  rcfpeft  to  number,  as  to  the  value  of  their  refpeftive  demands, 
have  confented  to  their  enlargement.  With  regard  to  their  effefts  laid  under  arreft,  they  (hall 
remain  as  a  depofit  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  (hall  be  named  and  duly  authorifed  for  that  pur- 
pofe, by  the  greater  part  of  their  creditors,  as  is  above  fpeci^cd  ;  which  delegates  (hall  be  ob- 
liged to  appraife  the  cfFefls  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  to  make  a  juft  and  fair  diftribution  of  them 
to  all  the  creditors,  in  proportion  to  their  rcfpeftive  demands.  The  fame  procedure  (hall,  in 
like  cafes,  be  obferved  towards  the  Ruflian  merchants  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  and 
they  (hall  be  there  protefted  agreeably  to  the  regulations  made  in  the  preceding  article. 

"  XIX.  In  cafe  of  complaints  and  law-fuits,  three  perfons  of  fair  and  unblemi/hed  charac- 
ter among  the  foreign  inerchants,  (hall,  with  a  proper  regard  to  circumftances,  be  named  by 
the  college  of  commerce  ;  and  where  there  is  no  fuch  college,  by  tlie  magiftrate,  to  examine 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  parties;  and  the  report  they  (liall  make  to  the  college  of  com- 
merce, or  to  the>magiftrate,  of  what  they  (hall  find  in  the  faid  books  or  papers,  (liall  be  held  a 
good  proof. 

**  XX.  The  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  (hall  have  the  charge  of  examining  the  fervants 

or  clerks  of  the  RuflTian  merchants,  when  they  caufe  their  goods  to  be  entered,  whether  they 

have,  for  that  efFeft,  the  orders  or  full  powers  of  the  matters  ;  and  if  they  have  not  fuch,  they 

"(hall  not  be  credited.     The  f^me  conduft  (l)all  be  obferved  towards  the  fervants  of  the  Biiti(h 

merchants ;  and,  when  the  faid  fervants,  having  the  orders  or  full  powers  of  their  mafters, 

3  Ihall 
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J  766  Hiall  caufe  their  goods  to  b.e  entered  onacciHint  of  their  ihafters,  thcfe  laft  ihall  be  as  refpon^ 
iible  as  if  they  themfelves  had  caufed  them  to  be  entered.  All  the  Hoiflian  fervants  employed 
in  the  ihops  fhall  likewife  be  regiftered,  ^nd  their  mafters  ihall  anfv^er  for  them  in  the  affairs  of 
trade,  and  in  the  bargains  "which  they  make  in  thtir  name. 

/*  XXI.  In  eafe  the  R^iilian  merchants  who  *are  indebted  to  'the  Bfitifli  merchants  with- 
draw from  the  places  of  their  abode  ta  other  parts  or  diflri^ts*  the  college  of  commerce^  after 
complaints  ihall  have  been  made  to  them  on  the  fubjed,  and  proofs  of  the  debts  have  been 
adduced,  Ihall  eite  them  three  times,  allowing  them  a  fufficient  fpace  to  appear  in  perfon  ;  an<l 
if  they  do  not  appear  within  the  term  prefcribed,  the  (aid  college  ihall  condemn  them,  and  ihatl 
fend,  at  theexpence  of  the  plaintiff,  an  exprefs  to  the  governors  and  waywodes,  with  orders  to 
put  the  fentence  iiv  execution,  and  thus  iSiall  oblige  tlie  debtors  to  pay  the  fums  fpeciiied. 

"  XXII.  The  brokerage  fliall  be  fettled  with  juftice,  and  the  brokers  ihall  be  refponfibte 
for  the  qualities  of  the^oods  and  fraudulent  package ;  af)d  ihall  be  obliged,  after  fufficient 
proofs  produced  againfl  them,  to  make  up  the  loiles  to  which  they  have  given  occaiion. 

*^  XXIII.  A  regulation  ihall  be  made  to  prevent  the  abufes  that  may  be  committed  in  the 
.packageof  leather,  Hemp,  and  Hax ;  and,  if  any  difpote  happen  between  the  buyer  and  the 
feller  concerning  the  weight  or  the  tare,  the  commii&oners  ofthexailoms  ihall  determine  k 
according  to  equity. 

**  XXIV.  In  order  the  more  effe£^ually  to  encourage  and  promote  the  trade  of  Great  Bri« 
tain.  It  is  agreed,  that,  for  the  future,  the  Engliih  woollen  cloths  hereafter  fpeciiied,  ihall  not 
pay  any  greater  duties  on  entry  than  are  fettled  in  this  article :  viz.  Engliih  cloth  for  the  ufe 
of  the  foldiery,  ihall  pay,  in  rixdoUars,  only  two  copecs,  or  pennies,  for  every  arlheen,  or  71^ 
yards,  as  a  duty  on  entry ;  coarfe  cloth  of  the  county  of  York,  known  in  the  RuiCan  tariff  by 
the  name  of  Goitrogy,  ihall  only  pay  two  copecs  for  every  ariheen :  broad  flannel  ihall  only 
pay  one  copec  per  ariheen,;  narrow  flannel  iball  only  pay  three-fourths  of  a  copec  per  ariheen, 
all  as  duty  on  entry.  And  in  every  thing  that  regards  the  impoils  and  duties  payable  on  the  im«* 
portation  or  exportation  of  commodities  in  general,  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  ihall  alwaya 
be  coniidered  and  treated  as  the  moil  favoured  nation. 

**  XXV,  The  peace,  friendihip,  and  good  underilanding  ihall  continue  for  ever  between 
the  high  contrafUng  parties  ;  and,  as  it  is  cuftoroary  to  fix  a  certain  term  to  the  duration  of 
treaties  of  commerce,  the  above-mentioned  high  contrafting  parties  have  agreed,  that  this 
treaty  ihall  continue  for  twenty  years,  counting  from  the  day  of  iigning  ;  and  after  the  expira^ 
tion  of  that  term,  they  may  agree  upon  the  means  to  renew  and  prolong  it. 

"  XXVI.  The  prefent  treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  fhall  be  approved  and  ratified  by 
^his  Britannic  Majeily  and  by  her  Imperial  Majefty ;  and  the  ratifications,  in  due  and  lawful 
form,  ihall  be  exchanged  at  St,  Peteriburgh,  in  the  fpace  of  three  months,  or  fooner,  if  pof- 
'fiblc,  counting  from  the  day  of  iigning, 

**  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under--figned,  in  virtue  of  the  full  powers  granted  to  us  by 
his  Majeily  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruilias, 
haveligned  the  prefent  treaty,  and  thereto  fet  our  feals.  Done  at  St.  Peteriburgh, 
this  20th  day  of  June,  1766. 

^*  George  Macartney,  (L.  S.)  T^ikita  Panin,  (L.  S.) 

(L.  S.)  Erncil,  Count  Munich. 

(L.  S.)  Pr.  A.  Galitzin. 

(L.  S.)  Gr.  TeplofF." 

.     At 
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1766  At  this  period,  addrcflcs  from  the  cities  x>f  London,  Briftol,  and  Norwich,  as  well  as  other 
confiderable  corporations,  &c.were  prefented  to  bis  Majefty  on  the  high  price  of  corn;  incon«* 
fequence  of  which,  three  royal  proclamations  were  iiTued  as  follow : 

The  fxrft,  dated  September  10,  for  putting  the  laws  in  execution  againft  foreftalling,  re- 
grating,  and  engrofling,  &c. 

The  fecond,  dated  September  26,  for  laying  an  embargo  an  all  ihips  laden,  or  to  be  laden 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  with  wheat  or  wheat  flour,  to  be  exported  to  foreign  parts,  and 
to  continue  the  fame  to  the  Z4th  of  November  following^ 

The  third,  of  the  fame  date,  for  prohibiting  the  diftillatioii  of  fpirits  from  any.wheat, 
wheat  meal,  wheat  flour,  &c.  to  the  14th  of  November. 

The  city  of  Norwich,  in  the  inftrufitions  it  tranfmitted  to  its  reprefentatrves  in  Parliament^ 
on  the  dearnefs  and  fcarcity  of  provisions  of  all  forts  at  this  time,  ftated,  <*  that  unlefs  fome 
*'  method  could  be  difcovered  to  reftrain  this  growing  evil,  it  would  prove  fatal  to  the  woollen 
**  manufacture,  which,"  thefe  inftruftions  addj  ^*  had  not  been  preferved  without  the  greateft 
<«  difficulty." 

_  « 

On  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  November,  the  two  Houfes  addreflcd  the  Throne  on  the 
occaiion;  in  confequence  of  which,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  ifliie  another  proclamation  for 
continuing  the  embargo  already  laid  on  the  expojrtation  of  corn,  &c  for  which  afts  of  in« 
demnity  alfo  palled  to  fuch  peribns  as  carried  the  above  orders  of  council  into  execution. 

The  following  is  a  correft  account  of  the  number  of  Ihips,  which  were  entered  inwards  and 
cleared  outwards  during  this  year,  from  the  ports  of  Liverpool  and  Briftol,  including  only 
one  arrival  for  the  fame  veflel : 

Liverpool.  Bristol, 

Inwards  Outward.  Inward*  Outward. 

Britifli,       738  795  Britifli,      384  319 

Foreign,      65  70  Foreign,     47  44 


803  865  431  363 

The  following  bills,   among  feveral  others,  received  the  royal  aflent  in  the  courfe  of 
this  year. 

To  prohibit,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  corn,  &c* 

For  allowing  the  free  importation  of  oaits. 

To  continue  an  zEt  for  allowing  the  free  importation  of  Irilh  provilioas^  for  a  further  limit- 
ed  time. 

To  make  a  navigable  cut  or  canal  from  Little  Gcvendracth  river  in  the  county  of  Caer- 
marthen. 

For  repealing  the  American  ftarop  a£t. 

For  fecuring  the  dependency  of  the  colonies  to  the  Britifli  crown. 

For  regulating  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  Ruffia  linen. 

For  regulating  pilots  in  the  port  of  Liverpool, 

For  repealing  certain  rales  and  duties  on  cyder  and  perry,  and  for  granting  other  duties  la 
lieu  thereof. 

For  the  improvement  of  tillage. 

To  explain  an  aft  for  the  improvement  of  tillage  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  city  of  London. 
Vol.  IIL  N  To 
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1766      To  encourage  the  leather  manufaftory,  &c. 

For  improving  and  preferving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Stort  in  the  counties  of  Hertford 
and  Eflex. 

For  redeeming  certain  confolldated  annuities  ;  with  refped  to  navy,  viftualiing  and  tranf* 
port  bills. 

To  make  a  navigable  cut  or  canal  from  or  near  Wilden  Ferry  in  Sta£Ford(hire,  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  river  Merfey,  in  Lancafhire. 

To  make  the  river  Soar  navigable  from  the  river  Trent,  to  or  near  Loughborough  in  the 
county  of  Leiceftcr. 

To  make  a  navigable  cut  from  the  river  Severn,  between  Titton  bridge,  in  the  county  of 
Worcefter,  to  communicate  with  a  canal  intended  to  be  made  between  the  Trent  and  Mcrfcy» 

For  better  regulating  apprentices  and  journeymen. 

To  regulate  the  loading  of  fhips  with  coals-  in  the  ports  of  Sunderland  and  Newcaftle. 

To  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  wrought  iiiks  and  velvets  for  a  limited  time^  and  to 
prevent  unlawful  combinations  of  workmen  employed  in  the  iilk  manufafture. 

To  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  mitts  and  gloves. 

To  prevent  the  fraudulent  marking  of  frame  work,  knitted  {lockings  and  pieces.. 

For  extending  the  duties  on  houfes,  windows^  &c. 

For  eftabliihing  four  free  ports  in  the  BritiiQi  Weft  India  Iflands. 

For  repealing  certain  duties  on  goods  in  the  colonies,  and  aifo  on  Eaft  India  goods  exported 
from  Great  Britain,  and  for  granting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

For  laying  additional  duties  oh  fpirits. 

For  amending  an  a£t  relating  to  wines  imported,  and  for  fecuring  the  ftamp  duties  for 
copies  of  court  rolls,  &c. 

For  laying  an  additional  duty  on  the  importation  of  filks,  crapes^  and  taffeties,  and  for  al«* 
lowing  the  exportation  of  gums  to  Ireland. 

For  making  the  Chclmer  navigable  from  Maiden  to  Chelmsford^ 

For  allowing  the  exportation  of  fait  from  Europe  to  Quebec. 

For  amending  the  aft  for  regulating  buildings  and  preventing  fires* 

For  explaining  the  aft  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  admeafurement  of  coals. 

To  continue  an  aft  for  the  importation  of  falted  beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  butter  from 
Ireland,  &c. 

To  amend  an  aft  for  regulating  certain  duties  in  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations,  and 
alfo  the  duties  upon  certain  Eaft  India  goods  exported  from  Great  Britain,  and  for  granting 
other  duties  inftead  thereof,  and  for  further  encouraging,  regulating,  and  fceuring  feveral 
branches  of  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  and  the  Britifh  dominions  in  America,  as  relates  to  tlie 
exportation  of  non-enumerated  goods  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America. 

For  allowing  the  importation  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  from  the  American  colonies,  for  a 
limited  time,  free  of  duty  :  and  another  for  oats  and  oatmeal,  rye  and  ryemeal. 

The  fupplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year,  were  as  follows  :  £.        s.    d. 

For  16,000  feamen,  including  4,287  marines,  —  833,000.    o    o 

For  i7«3o6  land  forces,  and  for  defraying  the  charge  of  his  Majefty'a 
guards,  garrifons,  &c.  —  _  _  605,608  tz    9 

For  the  general  and  general  ftaff^  officers,  —  — •  1 1 , 29 1     8    6j^ 


Carried  over,  1,448,900    i     3  J. 


«.r      T«E      ORIGIN      or      COMMERCC. 


A.    D. 
1766 


99 


Brought  over. 
For  the  maintenance  of  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  Plantationsi  Africa, 
'Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  &c.  —  —  — 

For  the  fame  fervice,  out  of  the  monies  remaining  of  the  grant  made 
in  the  preceding  feflion,  —  —  — 

For  the  difFerence  of  pay  between  the  Britilh  and  Irifti  eftablifhments 
to  certain  troops,  &c.  —  —  '— 

For  penlions  to  the  widows  of  reduced  land  and  xiiarine  officers. 
On  account  of  reduced  land  and  marine  officers,  — 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pay  to  officers  reduced  with  the  tenth 
company  of  feveral  batallions,  &c.  -—  — 

For  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  — 

To  the  office  of  ordnarKic  for  land  fervice,  —  —        ' 

For  fervices  performed  by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  not 
provided  for  by  Parliament  in  1765,  —  -^ 

To  the  tTuftees  of  theBritifh  Mufeum,  —  -— 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  to  fea  and  marine 
officers,  _  ^—  -—  —  — 

To  the  building  and  repair  of  (hips,  docks,  wharfs,  &c. 
For  the  extraordinary  expence  of  land  forces,  ice,  incurred  to  the 
'24th  of  January,   1766,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  — 

Out  of  the  favings  arifkig  from  the  pay  of  the  land  forces  in  the  hands 
of  the  Paymafter  General,  towards  defraying  extraordinary  expehces  of 
the  land  forces,  &c.  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  — 

For  paying  oiFcertain  Exchequer  bilk,  &c.  — 

Ditto,  -^  _  —  _ 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  lame,  to 
malee  good  the  deficiency  of  certain  rates  and  duties,  &c.  -* 

-  To  replace  to  ditto  the  like  fum  iffued  tliereout  for  paying  certain  an- 
nuities, which  were  granted  in  rcfpeft  ef  navy,  viflualling  and  tranfport 
bills,  &C.  by  an  a£l  of  the  third  of  George  III.  —  * 

To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  fum  ifTued  thereoutibr  paying  the  charges 
of  management  of  the  faid  annuities,  &c«  —  — 

To  replace  to  ditto,  the  4ike  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  of  certain  duties  on  wines,  cyder  and  perry,  lyhich  were 
appropriated  by  the  third  of  George  HI.  to  pay  certain  annuities. 
For  the  civil  eflablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia,  —  — 

For  fundry  expences  for  Nova  Scotia  in  feveral  preceding  years,  not 
provided  for  by  Parliament,  —  —  — 

For  the  civil  eflabliihment  of  Georgia,  andincidental  expences^ 
Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  _  — 

Ditto  of  Wefl  Florida,  —  —  — 

For  general  furvcys  in  North  America,  —  — 


3^.  S.  dm 
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Brought  over. 
For  the  civil  cftablilhmcnt  of  Sen^mbia^  —  -^ 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  ifliied  thereout,  to  dif« 

charge  certain  annuities,  &c.  —  "^  "^ 

For  the  pay,  &c.  of  the  militia,  —  — 

For  the  Britiih  forts  and  fettlements,  &c.  in  Africa,  — 

For  unfatisfied  claims  on  account  of  the  late  war  in  Germany, 
To  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel  in  extindion  of  all  demands. 
To  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  —  ^  — 

Monies  remaining  uniiTued  of  thofe  granted  in  the  laft  feffion,  for  the 

ufe  of  the  faid  hofpital,  _  — .  — . 

TowardU  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy,  —  — 

For  the  redemption  of  one  third  part  of  the  capital  ftock  of  certain  an« 

nuities,  granted  in  refpeft  of  navy,  victualling  and  tranfport  bills,  &c. 
To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of  1765, 
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Toul  of  fupplics  gianted  this  feflion,  —  —  8,273,280    2    64. 


Ways  and  means  for  this  year,  viz. 

Malt  duty,               — .               —                  —                   «^  75o,oc56  o  o 

Land  tax,                i—                — .                 -^                   .«—  2,037,824  15  11 

By  Exchequer  bills,                *—                    —                    —  1,800,000  o  o 

By  annuities  and  lottery,                —                — .                — ,  1,500,000  o  o 

Thccxccfs  of  grants  for  the  payment,  &c.  of  the  militia  in  1765,  80,000  o  o 
From  the  monies  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  King  of  France,  for  the 

Inaintenance  of  prifoners,                    -»-                    —                    —  181,000  o  o 

From  the  monies,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  for  the 
air{k>fitioa  of  Parliament,  as  were  refervcd  by  the  fourth  of  his  Majefty 

for  defraying  certain  expenses  relative  to  the  ftcuring  the  British  colonies,  60,000  o  a 

From  the  finking  fund^                —                _                  **.  2,150,000  o  o 


Total  ways  and  means,.  —.—.—.  8,558,8241511 


Mita**i 


I^xcefs  of  the  provifions,.  —  .^  .^  285,543  16    2t 


»rii*aa*MMHMMM«Mwrf*a 


We  now  proceed  to  a  correft  account  of  the  extraordinary  duties  impofed  by  Parliament  for 
the  national  fervice  of  this  year. 

February  2i»— Psovifion  was  made,  to  remove  all  doubts  concerning  the  afcertaining  of  the 
duties  payable  upon  the  importation  of  linen  cloth  of  the  manufacture  of  Ruflia,.  in  purfuance 
of  the  aft  of  laft  feffion,  and  for  fupplying  an  omiflion  in  that  aft,  by  declaring  that  all  un«^ 
rated  linen  cloth  and  diaper  of  Ruffia,  being  in  breadth  more  than  22t  and  nor  3 1^  inches, 
were  by  the  faid  aft  intended  to  be  rated  at  4I.  for  every  120  Englifh  ells  thereof.    - 

March  10.— The  duties  granted  upon-  cyder  and  perry  by  the  aft  of  the  third  of  George  III,, 
were  voted  to  ceafe  and  be  no  longer  paid,^  from  and  after  June  5 ;  and  an  additional  duty  of 

63.  per 
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1766  6s.  per  bogfhead  was  laid  upon  all  cyder  and  perry,  which  (hould  be  made  within  this  king* 
dom,  and  fold  by  retail*  to  be  paid  by  the  retailer  thereof.  An  addition  duty  of  3I.  was  alfo 
laid  upon  all  cyder  and  perry,  which  fhould  be  imported  into  this  kingdom.  A  duty  of 
1 6s.  84-  per  hogfhead,  was  alfo  laid  upon  all  cyder  and  perry  which  Ihould  be  paid  within  this 
kingdom,  and  fent  or  configned  to,  and  received  by,  any  hGtor  or  agent,  to  be  fold  or  difpofed 
of;  the  faid  duty  to  be  paid  by  fuch  h&or  or  agent :  and  a  duty  of  fix  (hillings  per  hogf-- 
bead  upon  all  cyder  and  perry  made  for  fale  within  this  kingdom,  by  dealers  in,  or 
retailers  of  cyder  or  perry,  from  fruit  of  their  owiv  growth^  to  be  paid  by  fuch  dealers  and 
retailers. 

^^r<72i.-— The  feveral  rates  and  duties  payable  upon  hou(es  in  Great  Britain,  were  voted  to 
ceafe  and  determine  from  and  after  Oftober  10,  1766;  and  from  the  faid  Odober  10,  there 
fhould  be  paid  upon  every  dwelling  houfe,  inhabited,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  the  yearly  fum  of  3s. :  and  upon  every  inhabited  dwelling  houfe  in  Scotland,  the 
yearly  fum  of  is. 

The  feveral  rates  and  duties,  payable  for  windows  or  lights  in  Great  Britain,  alfo  ceafed 
and  determined  from  Oftober  10,  1766,  and  the  following  rates  and  duties  were  granted  in 
lieu  thereof,  viz.  for  every  window  or  light,  in  every  dwelling  houfe  inhabited  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  which  fhall  contain  feven  windows  or  lights,  and  no  more,  the 
yearly  fum  of  2d.  for  each  window  or  light  in  fuch  houfe :  for  every  dwelling-houfe  contain- 
ing, eight  windows,  the  yearly  fum  of  6d.  for  each  window ;  and  an  advance  of  2d.  upon  each 
window  from  that  number  to  thirteen,  indufive,  the  laft  number  paying,  is.  4d.  for  each  : 
every  houfe  containing  from  thirteen  to  nineteen  windows,  inclusive,  to  pay  is.  6d.  upon 
each  window :  and  from  nineteen  to  twenty-four,  inclufive,  an  advance  of  id.  upon  each 
window,  twenty-four  paying  is.  iid. :  and  for  every  houfe  containing  twenty-five  windows^ 
and  vTpwards,  as.  for  every  fuch  window. 

j/pril  29. — Provifion  was  made,  for  declaring  that  the  additional  duties,  granted  by  an  aft 
of  the  third  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  upon  wiiies  imported,  were,  by  the  faid  aft,  intended 
to  be  paid  without  any  difcount  or  deduftion  inwards,  or  drawback  on  re-exportation. 

Jlfay  5, — Liberty  was  granted  to  export  coals  from  Great  Britain  to  the  iflands  of  Guernfey^ 
Jerfey  and  Alderney,.  annually,  free  of  the  duty  laid  upon  all  coals  exported,  by  the  aft  of  laft 
fcffion,  viz.  to  Guernfey  any  quantity  of  coals  not  exceeding  100  chaldrons,  Newcaftle  mea- 
fure^  from  the  port  of  Newcaftle,  and  150  fuch  chaldrons  from  Swanfea;  to  Jerfey  350  from 
Newcaftle,  and  150  from  Swanfea;  and  to  Alderney  no  from  Newcaftle,  and  10  from; 
Swanf<fb» 

May  8.— Proviiion  was  made  for  declaring,  that  the  power  granted  by  an  aft  of  the  fecond  of 
George  III.  chap.  5.  to  remove  fpirits  made  for  exportation  to  warehoufes  for  home  con« 
fumption,  fhould  extend  to  fuch  fpirits  only  as  are  made  from  corn,  malt,  or  melafles. 

From  Auguft  i,  1766,  there  was  voted  to  be  paid  to  his  Majefty,  upon  every  pound  weight 
avoirdupois  of  Italian  wrought  filks,  called  crapes  or  tiffanies,  imported,  a  duty  of  17s.  6d.  to- 
be  paid  by  the  importer,  above  the  duties  now  payable  thereon ;  and  that  the  produce  of  the 
iaid  duty  be  carried  to  the  finking  fund. 

A  quantity  not  exceeding  thirty  tons  weight,  in  any  one  year,  of  gum  Senega  and  Arabic,, 
was  allowed  to  be  exported,  free  of  duty,  under  proper  regulations  and  reftriftions,  to  Ireland;, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  manufafturer«  there* 

3  Authority, 


V/*^j^  itiii  i  '-^ual  j^mut^  i^'Uidii  iu'^iiiU   iit<:.wni-C  i'.vm  tiiii  ija^dtuxi  lu  uir  irjtiiL  cDiankE 

"J  ij?:  -ciy ?-!*::{  huyjki  vy  ati  i»6t  ui&dt  k  ru*  it:f*.  IvEon.  rj'or.  ^iit  rjipi^rtHtiim  from  tLii  Uinr- 
<lvtti  vf  1*  *-vugu^:  1  Ikt.,  Jbtugfeit  iiiiC  I'-ur^^  .i:;l:.t.-:.  V  -L  l^L  c^r  Lt-Uc,  c>f  tiit  mnLiufit£Ti:-r  of 
f^^iiigif  0>it5L^  Vf  iuA   Juuwt,   i;ud  ^"*...i^vrr^  jT.'rt^d,  cvtd,  pfc  •.--:^  vz  iiK  ti^£   tusri-  aiTa 

l^i.y.ivt,  i'-vt^w  *i>i<i'Cit.ii^^''./«^  at  viiV^A-d  bt  puv.^ciy  iv>d  ci.  ox  art^r  fcrh  daj  to  bt  ^jTrrt^il, 
ri>^  j^.'j  iuWi<iy  V>  bt  j^ii  by  tLt  Liii  J  Ji-dii  C^ii:j*ar:y,  fvi  fiid  of  tbi  fiJd  goods  sis  iboj^  be 
ivid  itt  ti>v;f  jfU'^K  U^i^^p  AJiv  by  tbt  byyt/s  ci"  tbt  ii^d  gvodf,  ^  a.ny  ctbtr  f  i^bbr  iVir^ 

/>IJ  Jv}^*;t  irbicb  flu^u><i  bt  ijcp^rttc  j;i*-0  tbii  i^ingit^ni,  fr-L-'in  asr  LntJii  c&jony  la  Ame- 
ri<Jii,  >v<it  madt  iu'/'i^a  ty  tbt:  J;«  ^  ulit$  4i»  w«t  tbtii  f^yaibl;.  upon  tbc  i:i:p:)rt2.t:&3  of  Fimii 

>4/6^^  14^— Kro'y  ;g*]Ivfl  of  fingjtbi^ncy  fpirlucr  s^^aa  ritae,  imported  ir.to  Grsai  Entaia 
f?<yiii  \/*:\Oil4  tbt  fca€,  mX  Wing  tbt  produce  of  tbc  Britiiii  coiox^its  or  plan  tat:  on  5,  w^char^cd 
wi^h  mi  '^^A*iuijia\  <iuty  ofM*  btfort  iaudixig,  to  bt  pile  by  tbt  irapoitcr:  and  crcrr  gLljon  of 
hvM^<ty  (pJii<«,  or  *<jya  yit«r,  aib^^vt  proofs  Citikd  doublt  brandy,  imported  iato  Grtat  Bntsin 
fr<»m  i^y'f><*4  Uit  feaf ,  «ot  Uix^gtlic  prodocc  oftlic  iaid  colonics,  was  charged  an  additional 
4}t;ty  of  *t,  fti>  !/e  j/4i<l  t>y  tbt  importtr  before  landing* 

I  or  <ocouraj/.if;g  tlit^xjx^rutioii  of  hempen  cordage  manufadured  in  Great  Britain,  from 
jKiiip  ifi>|K>«tt4  from  fort;gH  parts^  andalfo  from  hemp  of  the  growth  of  Great  Britain,  there 
¥^ji%  allowed  a  t/ounty  of  2«,  4}d*  for  every  hundred  weight  of  fach  cordage  fo  exported ;  the 
f4id  bounty  to  he  pakl  uy<m  (he  exportation^  out  of  iXic  net  duties  which  had  been,  or  IbonJd 
l>e,  f>aid  W(>ofi  the  importation  of  all  foreign  hemp  into  tliis  kingdom  ;  and  the  drawback  of 
^%,  lold,  tlKii  payable  on  all  foreign  Ixemp  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  foreign  parts,  was 
ordered  to  cea(e  and  dcternune* 

hiich  part  of  the  duties  iaid^  by  a  refolution  of  this  Houfe  of  the  loth  inftant,  upon  fugars 
irripoft^^d  into  thi«  kingdom  from  any  Britith  colony  in  America,  as  fhould  arife  over  and 
above  the  duties  then  payable  upon  fugars  fo  imported,  were  ordered  to  be  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  the  Kxcli«?queri  and  referved  for  tlic  difpofition  of  Parliament. 

'i'lie  duty  of  3s,  laid  by  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  upon  every  piece  of  cam* 
1)1  ic  ai>d  i'Vench  Uwn  exported  from  this  kingdom  to  the  Britilh  colonies  in  America,  was 
alfo  ordered  to  be  paid  into  tl^  faid  receipt,  and  referved  for  the  difpofition  and  appropriation 
of  Parliamcnu 

May 
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1766  May  16.— The  following  duties  were  voted : — il.  los.  (lerling,  for  every  negro  wliich  Ihould 
be  exported  in  foreign  veflcls  from  the  ifland  of  Jamaica ;  il.  los.  fterling,  for  every  negro 
which  fhould  be  imported  into  the  ifland  of  Dominica  ;  6d.  fterling  for  every  barrel  of  beef 
and  pork  imported  into  the  faid  ifland;  6d,  fterling  for  every  firkin  of  butter  imported  into 
the  faid  ifland;  6d.  fterling  for  every  hundred  weight  avoirdupois  of  fugar  imported  into  the 
faid  ifland ;  2s.  fterling  for  every  hundred  weight  avoirdupois  of  cocoa  imported  into  the  faid 
ifland ;  6d.  fterling  for  every  hundred  gallons  of  melafles  Imported  into  the  faid  ifland ;  6d. 
fterling  for  ever  bundre4  weight  avoirdupois  of  coffee  imported  into  the  faid  ifland:  the  faid 
duties  were  to  be  applied  in  defraying  the  expence  of  carrying  into  execution  fucb  di regions 
and  regulations,  as  might  be  given  and  made  by  any  a£l  in  that  feflion  of  Parliament,  for 
opening  and  eftablifhing  any  ports  in  the  faid  inland,  for  the  more  free  importation  and  ex*- 
portation  of  goods  and  merchandize,  and  for  maintaining,  fecuring,  and  improving,  fuch 
ports.  No  other  duties  were  to  be  paid  upon  the  importation  of  any  foreign  American  goods, 
in  any  fuch  port  in  the  ifland  of  Dominica.  All  goods  of  American  produce,  which  fhould 
be  imported  into  this  kingdom,  from  fuch  ports  as  might  be  fo  opened,  in  the  faid  ifland  of. 
Dominica,  were  to  be  deemed  foreign,  and  made  fubjeft  to  the  faid  duties  refpeftively,  as 
were  then  payable  upon  the  importation  of  the  like  goods,  of  the  produce  of  the  French  plan- 
tations in  America,  except  only  certain  quantities  of  fugars,  coffee,  cocoa,  pimento,  and 
ginger,  the  amount  of  the  importation  whereof  fhould  be  limited,  under  proper  regulations 
and  reftriftions,  in  refpeft  of  thf  produce  of  the  faid  goods,  within  the  faid  ifland.  The  faid 
duties  were  appropriated  to  fuch  ufes,  as  the  duties  upon  fuch  foreign  goods  were  then  ap- 
plicable. 

A  general  ftatement  of  the  public  debts  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  ftanding  out  Janu- 
ary 5,  1766,  with  the  annual  intereft,  &c» 


Principal  DebK 

Annual  InUr9fty  &c 

£.         s.    d. 

C'         s.    d. 

2,019,981    12     9r 

152'9S4    4    8 

4,200,000     0     0 

127,687  10     0 

100,768,609   17     9I 

3»^Sa,39«    a    4x 

♦  Exchequer,  —  — 

Eaft  India  Company,  — 

Bank  of  England,  — 

By  remaining  annuities  of  one  life  each, 
granted  on  the  lotteries  of  1745  and  1746. — 
Ditto  on  the  3  per  cent,  annuities  of  1757  and 
1761 ;  as  alfo  on  the  annuities  of  i  per  cent* 
for  98  years  to  the  fubfcribers  to  the  loan  of 
1 2,ooo,oool.  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1 762,  together  with  the  charges  of  management 
to  the  Bank  of  England,  —  —  —  336>ir5  10    3 

South  Sea  Company,  —  27>ii5»3o9  13  ui  829,507     8     1 


I 


Totals  i3^i7i3»9ox     4    H  4»^98,656  15    5 


*  The  land  taxes  and  duties  oh  malt  being  annual  grants,  are  not  charged  in  this  account,  nor  the  x,ooo,qool« 
charged  on  the  deduftion  of  6d.  per  pound  on  penfions,  nor  the  i,ooo,oool.  borrowed  in  1764,  charged  on  the 
fupplies  in  x  766,  nor  the  8oo,oool.  borrowed  in  1 765,  and  charged  on  the  faid  fupplies.  * 
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IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS, 
Countrici* 

Africa,  —  •— 

Canaries, 

Denmark  and  Norvtray, 

Eaft  Country, 

£aft  India, 

Flanders, 

France,  ■•■ 

Germany,  — 

Greenland, 

Holland,  -— 

Ireland,  — 

Italy,  •»* 

Madeiras  «— 

Portugal, 

Ruffia,  -^ 

Spain,  '—^ 

Streights,  < 

Sweden,  '— 

Turkey,  — 

Venice,  *     ■  ■ 

Alderncy, 

Ouernfcy, 

Jcrfcy, 

Antigua, 

Anguilla, 

Barbadoes, 

Bermudas, 

Canada, 

Carolina, 

Dominica, 

Florida, 

Georgia, 

G  ranades, 

Havannahf 

Hudfon's  Bay, 

Jamaica, 

Martinico, 

Montferrat, 

Nevis, 

New  England, 

Newfoundland, 

New  Providence, 

New  York, 

Nova  Scotia, 

Pennfylvania, 

St.  Croix, 

St.  John's  Ifland, 

Sc«  Chriilopher*9, 

St.  Lucia, 

St.  Vincent, 

^t.  Eufhitia, 

Tobago, 

Tortola, 

Virginia  and  Maryland, 

Weft  Indies  in  general, 

Spanifh  Weft  Indies, 

Totals, 

Exports  exceed  the  Imports, 


from  Christmas.  1765, 
Imports. 

£•    $»»"7  3 

—  10,378  la 

93t473  o 

—  152,884  16 

«>975»9^»  7 

—        12^,2X1   8 
81,470  13 


II 

6 

I 

7 
9 

-   .  9 
^33»^7*  17  " 


9i^^5  5 

374*587  o 

1,154,982  4 

8ia,i7u  4 

6,988  17 
347,806  2 
684,585  16 

558,002    X2 

14,103  13 


i 

7 
7 

S 

2 


\i 


»95t449 
106,522 

63,105 

82 

^^•S34 
12,241  19 

396,465  11 

^96>73« 

3.475  H 
46,98a  11 « 

^93.587    7 
111,649    5 

i,ji3     7 

53»074  16 
164,194    5 

hilt    3 

10.199  17 

X,20t,80I    16 

J3  15 
71,761     1 

74.200  16 

Hi»773  4 

45»»07  «5 

,4*585  9 

07,020  II 

9 
3 
3 


16,851 
11,807 


4 
I 

7 

o 

8 

1 

5 

7 

10 

9 

9 

9 
o 

I 

4 

3 

iz 

7 

X 

3 

8 

9 

7 
7 
7 

4 
o 

4 
o 

II 
o 

I 

4 
I 

7 


to  Christmas  i766« 

Exports, 
£•    496»789  "    o 

47,472    13    ID 

157,004  o  10 
171,869  18  o 
783,961  17  10 

433.553  I*  7 
101,032  6  10 

1,811,268  1  3 

1,607,924  6  7 
1,920,015  19  6 

839.838  7  7 
^6,260  10  3 

667,104  7  8 

109,900  16  10 

*>o78>73i  16  I 
59,678  19  I 

47.393  18  I 
100,796  4  4 

42,643  xo  o 

1,984  o  3 

40,059  3  II 

^3.5"  K    4 
142,326  16  7 


304,778  9  1 

581  5  o 

31,028  I  7 

96  I  6 


a8,28o 
461,693 

5 
9 

8 
4 

11,601 

1 

6 

"»475»775 

5 

8 

194,041 
11,299 

366,573 

^96, 73* 
ao,79i 

38,7]8 
67,268 
89,431 


7 
6 


3 

4  IX 

6    o 

14  10 

5  5 

»    9 


4,631    6    3 
4^5»544  17    4 


16,826  I 

10 

18,989  8 

0 

409,642  7 

6 

65,779  10 

9 

15,085  13 

330,829  15 

14,181  6 

g 

5 

3*7-.3H  5 

3 

'»4J5  7 

0 

560  19 

1 

91,736  17 

6 

5.3*5  6 

5 

13  1 

6 

18,118  0 

7 

372,548  16 

I 

1.673  11 

0 

3.555  > 

XI 

14,024,964  1 

8 

1,549,188  17    o 


Extras 
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^766      Extra£^  from  the  general  bill  of  all  the  chriftehings  and  burials  within  the  city  of  London^ 
from  December  1O9  1765,  to  December  1 1^  1766, 

Chriftenedy  Males,  8>343  Buried,  Males,  <i»7i4 

Females,  7»9i4  Females^  12,197 

m  » ■  I  1 1« 

16,257  23,911 


Amfterdam,— births,  4,547  ;  deaths,  7,271^  marriages,  2^936. 

Paris, — births,  18,773;  deaths,  19,694;  foundlings,  5,604. 

Venice, — births,  4,984;  deaths,  5,171 ;  foundlings,  204. 

Copenhagen, — births,  2,643;  deaths,  1,939;  lu&r^iages,  870. 

Hamburg,— -births,  2,893  ;  deaths,  3,400;  marriages,  1,079* 

Koningfberg, — births,  2,231  ;  deaths,  2,072  ;  marriages,  708. 

Livcrpool,-H:hriftened,  1,017;  buried,  1,025;  carriages,  503. 

Manchefter,-^chri{leacd,  8874  buried,  1,019;  marriages,  368. 

Chcftcr, — chriften^d,  367  ;  buried,  350  ;  marriages,  153, 

Ifles  of  Zealand,  Bornholm,  and  Fcrro,— births,  7,256;  deaths,  6,363;  marriages,  i, 353, 

Denmark,  Norway,  and  the  Danilh  dominions  in  Gernaany, — births,  62,480 ;  deaths,  55,683* 

Bailiwick  of  Aggerhuys,  in  Norway,— births,  10,280;  deaths,  9,135. 

The  whole  kingdom  of  PrulSa, — ^births,  31,129  ;  deaths,  22,5:70;  marriages,  2,936. 
gjSj      At  this  period,  the  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  its  colonies  appeared  to  have  obtained 
an  happy  termination. — Their  dciires  had  been  gratified  in  the  moft  reafonable  manner,  and 
the  parent  ftate  had  teftified,  by  its  condud,  the  iincercil  intentions  to  remain  on  the  moft 
friendly  terms  with  its  American  dependencies.  ^ 

But,  in  a  very  ftort  time,  the  predi&ions  which  bad  been  made  by  many,  that  the  concef- 
fions'of  Great  Britain  to  America,  would  eventually  increafc,  inftead  of  annihilating  the  tur- 
bulent difpoiition  which /he  Americans  had  difcovered,  began  to  find  a  juftification^  in  many 
inftances  of  their  conduct.  ■  x 

During  the  late  troubles,  a  fpirit  of  faftion  had  been  conjured  up  in  America,  which  was 
not  in  the  leaft  mollified  by  the  conceifions  of  the  Britifh  government ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
feemed  to  have  enlifted  under  its  banners  a  party  of  men  who  were  determined  to  feize  every 
^opportunity  to  diminifh  the  power  and  influence  of  the  mother  country,  and  whofe  talents 
were  equal  to  their  enmity  ;  while  that  enmity  was  the  more' dangerous,  as  it  was  cloathed  in 
the  fpecious  garb  of  refpeA  and  attachment  to  Great  Britain. 

When  tl^e  (lamp  aft  w^s  repealed,  the  miniftry  who  propoled  and  adopted  that  meafure, 
thougjit  then^felve^  obliged  to  faye,  in  fome  degree,  the  national  honour,  to  pafs  a  bill,  decla- 
ratory of  the  f)ipre^^  foyefeignty  of  Great  Britain  over  all  her  colonies,  and  of  lier  right  to 
l^ind  tliem,  by  her  laws,  in  all  cafes  whatever. 

By  the  fame  declaration,  they  annulled  all  the  refolves  and  proceedings  of  the  provincial 
afle^blies,  that  tended  to  claim  any  authority  in  their  refpeftive  diftriSs  independent  of  that 
of  Grcfit  Britain,  eipecMUy  the  fole  and  exdufive  privilege  of  imppfing  taxes  and  levying 
money. 

This  declaratory  ad^  whid)  was  confidered  at  home  as  neceflary  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
tt^  BritiCh  government  In  the  midft  of  fo  much  conceflion,  was  regarded  by  tlie  Americans  as 
«  refervation  pf  cjljiim^  which  wexe  to  be  enforced  whenever  a  favourable  opportunity  occurred. 
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1767  Tliii  idea,  therefore,  which  was  propagated  with  no  common  zeal  in  the  colonic*,  prevented 
fo  large  a  portion  of  their  late  ili-humoar  from  dying  away,  that  the  aflcmbly  of  New  York, 
in  dtrcA  oppofition  to  an  aQ  of  the  firiiifh  Parliament,  for  providing  the  troops  cantoned 
throughout  the  colonics,  with  fuch  ncceflTaries  in  their  quarters  as  were  indifpenfable  for  their 
comforublc  fubfiAence,  palled  an  aft,  by  which  tbefe  provifions  were  regulated  and  fettled  in 
a  mode  of  their  own,  without  manifel\iiig  the  leall  regard  to  that  prefcribed  by  Great  Britain. 

When  this  extraordinary  and  unexpe£tcd  tranfa£tion  was  brought  before  the  Houfe  of 

Commons,  much  debate  took  place,  and  fomc  feverc  mcafures  were  propofcd  1  bat  the  general 

opinion  being  more  difpofcd  to  afts  of  moderation,  a  bill  was  pafTed,  by  which  the  governor, 

'      council,  and  aflcmbly  of  New  York  were  prohibited  from  paOing  or  alTeniing  to  any  aft  of 

.    aflembly  for  any  purpofc  whatever,  till  they  had,  in  every  refpcft,  complied  with  all  the  terms 

of  this  aQ  of  the  Britilh  Parliament. 

At  Bollon,  the  fame  refra£lory  fpirit  prevailed  ;  and  notwithllanding  the  juftice  of  granting 
due  compenfations  to  tbofe  who  had  fuffiired  from  the  licciitioufnefs  of  the  populace,  during 
the  riots  on  account  of  the  ftamp  »&,  the  general  aflembly  was  not  cafily  pcrfaaded  to  acquit 
itfelf  of  that  duty. 

All  thefe,  proofs  of  a  difobedient  temper  in  the  colonics,  at  length  roufed  the  fpirit  of  the 
Britilh  government ;  and  an  zSt  of  Parliament  was  palled,  which  impofed  duties  on  tea,  paper, 
painters  colours,  and  glafs  imponcd  into  the  British  plantations  in  America. 

This  a£t  was  received  in  the  colonics  with  as  much  difapprobation  as  tbat  which  impoled 
the  Hamp  duties  :  the  populace  renewed  its  abufive  behaviour,  and  the  fuperior  order  of  people 
determined  to  give  it  Heady  oppolition. 

The  inhabiants  of  Bofton  fct  the  example  on  this  occafion  :  and,  at  a  public  meeting  of  its 
freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants,  on  the  28th  of  October,  in  this  year,  feveral  refolutions 
were  voted,  all  of  vriiich  were  levelled  at  their  commerce  with  Great  Britain.  From  fome  of 
thefe  votes,  which  were  paflcd  with  an  unfortunate  unanimity,  we  (hall  give  the  following 
cxtrafis : — 

"  That  effijflual  methods  fliould  be  ukcn  to  prevent  the  unneceflary  importation  of  Euro- 
pean commodities. 

"  That  all  prudent  and  legal  meafures  (hould  be  adopted  to  encourage  and  produce  home 
manufoQures,  and  to  lellcn  the  ufe  of  fuperfluities,  particularly  the  following  articles;  viz.  , 
loaf-fugar,  cordage,  anchors,  coaches,  chaifes,  and  carriages  of  all  forts ;  horfefurnhure,  men's 
and  women's  hats,  ready-made  apparel,  houfehold  furniture,  gloves,  Jhoes,  foal-leather,  flicalh- 
ing  and  deck  tuils,  gold  and  fllver  thread  lace  of  all  forts,  gold  and  filver  buttons,  wrought 
plate  of  all  fortsi  diamonds,  ftone  and  pafte  ware,  fnulF,  muftard,  clocks  and  watches,  filver- 
fmiths  and  jewellers  ware,  broad  cloths  that  colt  above  lOs,  per  yard,  muffs,  fiirs,  and  tippets, 
and  all  forts  of  millinery  ware,  ftarch,  women's  and  children's  ftays,  fire-engines,  china  ware, 
filk  and  cotton  velvets,  pcwtereis  hollow  ware,  linfeed  oil,  glue,  lawns,  cambrics,  filks  of  all 
kinds  for  garments,  malt  liquors,  cheefe,  &c.  &c. 

*'  That  divers  new  manufaAnres  be  immediately  eftablilhed  in  America  ;  and,  in  particti- 
lar,  for  the  making  of  glafs  and  paper ;  and  that  all  prudent  means  be  employed  to  encour^ 
the  confumption  of  glafs  and  paper  made  in  America,  &c. 

"  That  no  gloves  be  ufed  at  funerals  but  fuch  as  are  manufii£tured  in  America  ;  and  that 
no  o-w  garments  be  procured  on  fuch  occafions  but  fuch  as  (ball  be  abfolutely  ncccflfary,  &c." 

The  fiate  of  American  affairs  engaged,  as  it  bad  demanded,  the  attention  of  Parliament  -,  but 
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r767  the  bufinefs  which  more  immediately  occupied  tfie  public  scttention,  at  this  particulax  period, 
was  that  of  the  Eaft  India  Company. 

A  parliamentary  committee  had  been  appointed,  early  in  the  feflion,  to  examine  Into  the 
fiate  of  the  Company ;  and  it  was  fome  time  after  ordered,  after  much  animated  debate,  that 
copies  of  the  Company's  charters,  their  treaties  with,  and  grants  from  the  country  powers, 
together  with  their  letters  and  correfpondence  to  and  from  their  fervants  in  India,  the  ftatc  of 
their  revenues  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  Orixa,  and  other  places,  fhould  all  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  f  alfo  an  account  of  all  expcnces  incurred  by  government  on  the  Company's 
account,  whether  in  the  naval,  military,  or  other  departments.  In  the  courfc  of  this  rigorous 
.enquiry^  which  was  agitated  with  uncommon  violence,  an  order  was  made  for  printi-ng  the 
Eaft  India  papers  ;  bat,  on  a  petition  from  the  court  of  direftors,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  private 
correfpondence  between  the  Company  and  its  fervants  Hiould  not  be  committed  to  theprefs. 

Among  other  important  matters,  which,  though  not  formally  brought  into  debate,  were 
rather  fully  difcuflcd,  was  the  right  of  the  Company  to  its  territorial  acquiiition.  But  though 
this  great  fubjeft  was  frequently  taken  up,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  appeared  to  poflefs  no  very 
forward  inclination  to  determine  on  aqueftion  pregnant  with  fuch  important  confequences. 
The  miniftry,  though  difpofed  to  aflert  the  right,  with  a  view  to  relieve  the  burthened  ftate  of 
the  financfes,  and  a  large  party  of  the  proprietors  of  India  fiock,  who  were  equally  inclined  to 
deny  it,  poilefled  the  fame  opinion  with  refpe£t  to  the  prudence  of  a  reafonable  compoiition 
between  government  and  the  Company, 

In  the  maen  time,  and  fo  late  in  this  parliamentary  fe^on  as  the  6th  of  May,  a  general 
court  of  the  Eaft  India  proprietors  was  held,  when  the  Midfummer  dividend  was  declared  to 
be  6^  per  cent, ;  and,  about  the  fame  time,  a  fcheme  of  propofals  for  an  accommodation  was 
'  agreed  to.  Thefe  were  laid  before  the  miniftry,  but  the  members  of  it  were  at  this  time  fo 
divided,  that  they  declined  taking  any  part  in  tlie  negociation  but  in  Parliament:  a  petition 
was.therefore  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  which  con- 
tained two  fets  of  propofals  for  a  temporary  agreement,  which  was  to  laft  during  the  period  of 
three  years* 

By  the  firft  of  thefe  propofals,  government  was  to  grant  the  Company  fome  advantages  with 
refpeA  to  the  inland  duties  on  their  teas,  and  a  draw-back  on  the  exportation  of  them  to  Ire- 
land and  the  colonies  ;  and  fome  others  refpe£ting  raw  (ilk,  calicoes,  muflins,  the  recruiting 
fervice,  and  military  ftores.  That,  in  return,  after  dedufting  400,000!.  per  annum,  in  lieu  of 
the  Company's  former  commercial  profits,  the  nett  produce  of  all  the  remaining  revenues  and 
trade,  after,  deducing  all  charges,  were  to  be  equally  divided  between  government  and  the  Com- 
pany ;  provided  that  the  Company's  property  in  the  new  acquiiitions  continued  for  three  years. 

By  the  fecond  propofal,  the  Company  offered,  upon  the  fame  terms,  to  pay  the  fpecific  fum 

- -of  400,0001.  per  annum  for  three  years,  by  half-yearly  payments  ;  and  to  indemnify  the  public 

Cor  any  lofs  the  revenue  might  fuftairi  by  granting  the  advantages  which  they  acquired'in  the 

tea  trade,  if  the  advanced  confumption  of  it,  taken  at  an  average  of  five  years,  did  not  anfwcr 

that  end. 

Qfthefe^  the  latter  propofal  was  accepted  by  the  Houfe,  with  this  fole  difference,  that  the 
agreement  was  limited  to  two,  inftead  of  three  years;  and  a  bill  was  accordingly  pafted  upon 
thefe  terms« 

A  meflage  from  the  miniftry  had  been  read  at  the  general  cdurt  which  declared  the  laft  in- 
creafe  of  dividend,  recommending  to  the  Company  to  make  no  augmentation  of  it,  till  their 
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by  it,  two  bills  were  brought  into  the  Houfc  ;  .one  for  regulating  the  qualifications  of  To|tcrs 
in  trading  companies,  and  the  other  for  regulating  the  making  of  dividends, by  the  Eaft  India 
Company.  By  the  lafi  of  thefc  bills,  the  late  afl  of  the  Company  was  refcinded,  and  they 
were  rcftrained  fram  railing  their  dividends  aboTc  10  pec  cent,  till  tlie  next  meeting  of  Par- 
liament. 

The  Company  petitioned  againft  this  bill ;  and  made  a  propofal,  if  it  was  laid  afide,  that 
they  would  bind  themlelTCS  from  any  further  increafe  of  dividend  during  the  temporary  agree- 
ment ;  but  the  petition  and  the  propofal  were  equally  ineffedual,  and  the  bill  was  carried 
againft  a  very  violent,  numeious,  and  able  oppolition  through  both  houfes. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  in  a  matter  of  fuch  importance  as  this  miiiitlerial  mealure,  wc  flionld 
not  fulfil  our  duty  were  we  to  be  wholly  inattcnuve  to  the  principles  on  which  this  bill  was 
founded,  and  the  leading  arguments  that  were  advanced  ^;ainft  it.  ' 

To  prevent  the  payment  of  an  higher  dividend  than  thccircumilancesofthe  Company  could 
afford,  without  endangering  their  credit ;  to  regulate  the  dividend  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  put 
an  end  to  the  iluAuation  of  that  flock,  which,  if  allowed  to  proceed,  might  not  only  introduce 
a  pernicious  fpirit  of  gaming,  but  woiUd  alfo  tend  to  dcprefs  the  other  ftocks  j  arid  to  prevent 
any  encroachment  that  might  be  made,  by  any  dividend  of  the  Company,  upon  the  revenue 
of  its  lately  acquired  territory,  fo  that  the  claim  of  the  public  might  fuffer  no  lofs,  till  that 
affair  was  finally  decided,  were  the  principal  groiKids  on  which  the  authors  and  promoters  of 
this  bill  refled  their  fupport  of  it. 

The  leading  arguments  in  oppofition  to  it  were: — That  by  the  flaw  of  the  Company's 
affairs  laid  before  Parliament,  it  was  evident  that  they  were  in  a  condition  to  make  a  much 
greater  increafe  of  dividend,  without  affcfting  their  credit ;  and  that  if  they  were  allowed  to  be 
in  circumftances  to  pay  government  400,000!,  per  annum,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  their 
being  well  able  to  divide  8o,oool.  among  the mfelvcs.— That  the  fhort  period  to  which  the  re- 
ftridion  of  the  dividend  was  confined,  would  tend  to  encourage,  inflead  of  checking  the  infa- 
mous practices  of  the  Alley;  and  that  the  propofal  made  by  the  Company,  of  fubmitting  to  a 
reftriflion  of  the  dividend  of  12^  percent,  during  the  temporary  agreement,  would  have  ob- 
viated all  the  mifchiefs,  and  fecured  every  good  end  which  mightbe  purpofed,  but  could  not 
be  attained  by  the  bill  in  queftion,  without  being  liable  to  the  objeAion  of  violence  or  injuf- 
tjcc. — That  if  a  fuppofition  that  the  right  to  the  territorial  acquilitions  in  the  Eafl  Indies 
vas  not  veAed  in  the  Company,  (hould  be  admitted  as  one  of  the  grounds  of  this  bill,  a  prece- 
dent would  be  efiahlifhed  very  dangerous  indeed  to  the  ptoperty  of  the  fubje£t ;  and  that  if  a 
legiflative  interpofition  was  permitted  tocontroul  the  dividend  of  a  trading  company,  to  whom 
no  blame  was  imputable,  and  who  had  lent  their  money  to  the  public  upon  the  cxprefs  ftipu- 
lation  that  they  fnight  exercife  their  difcretion  with  regard  to  the  dividend,  provided  that  their 
undivided  effe&s  were  fuScient  to  anfwer  their  debts,  fuch  a  mcafure  might  be  attended  with 
confcquences  very  alarming  indeed  to  public  credit. 

Of  two  hundred  and  nine  hills  which  received  the  royal  alTent  in  this  feflion  of  Parliament, 
we  (hall  make  particular  mention  of  the  following,  as  more  immediately  relating  to  our 
fubjeQ. 

A  bill  to  continue,  for  a  further  limited  time,  the  free  importation  of  wheat,  and  wheat  meal, 
from  any  part  of  Europe,  and  to  dilcontinuc  the  duties  payabk  on  the  ioipoiution  of  barley 
nwal  and  polle. 
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For  difcontinuing  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  tallow,  hogs^lard,  and  greafis* 

For  granting  an  aid  to  his  Majefty  by  a  land-tax  for  the  fervice  of  this  year, 

[The  taxes  with  which  the  neceifaries  of  life  were  charged,  in  confequence  of  the  cxpcnccs 
produced  by  the  late  war,  bore  fo  hard  upon  the  laborious  and  manufaduring  part  of ^  the  na- 
tion, that  it  had  been  determined,  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  to  continue  the  land-tax 
at  four  fhillings  in  the  pound.  Indeed,  from  the  circumftances  of  the  times^  the  whole  land- 
tax  began  to  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  fettled  revenue,  which  mxA  look  to  the  pontingeii- 
cies  of  a  future,  and  perhaps  diflant  ftate  of  public  profperity,  to  be  diminiihed.  But  the 
landed  intereft  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and,  in  oppolicion  to  the  minidry,  carried  the  refo- 
lution  of  reducing  the  land-tax  to  three  fhillings  in  the  pound,  by  a  coniiderable  majority.— 
This^  we  believe,  was  the  firft  inftance  of  a  minifler  being  ia  the  minority  oa  a  money  bill 
fince  the  Revolution.] 

For  raiting  i,8oo,oooL  by  loan?  on  Exchequer  bHls^  and  a  lottery  for  the  fervice  of  th& 
prefent  year. 

For  laying  an  additional  duty  on  baft  or  chip,  flraw,  cane,  and  horfe-hair  hat^  or  bonnets 
imported. 

For  making  the  river  Ure  navigable,  from  its  junftion  with  the  river  Swale  to  the  borough 
of  Rippon,  in  Yorklhire. 

For  raifing  1,500,000!*  by  annuities,  &c.  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year ;  to  be  charged 
on  the  finking  fund. 

For  redeeming  certain  annuities,  in  refpeA  of  navy,  vi£tualling»  and  traofport  bills,  and 
ordnance  debentures. 

For  redeeming  part  of  the  joint  flock  of  annuities,  charged  on,  feveral  additional  duties  on 
wines  imported,  and  alfo  on  cyder  and  perry. 
.  For  granting  additional  duties  on  certain  linen  cloth  imported. 

For  allowing  the  free  importation  of  rice^  fago  duft,  and  vermicelli,  for  a  limited  time  from^ 
the  American  colonics. 

For  improving  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  rive^r  Hull,  from  Frodingham  Beck  to 
Driffield,  in  the  Eafl  Riding  of  Yorkfhire. 

For  making  Codbeck  brook  navigable  from  the  river  Swale  to  Thirfk,  ia  Yorjfhire. 

For  preventing  the  wear  of  cambrics. 

For  extending  the  window  aft  to  Scotland. 

For  altering  the  duties  oa  policies,  and  lefiening  the  allowance  for  prompt  payment  of  cer* 
tain  (lamp  duties. 

For  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britifh  American  colonies^ 

For  regulating  the  dividend  of  the  Eaft  India  Company. 
.  For  eflablifhing  an  agreement  between  government  and  the  Eaft  India  Cooipany» 

For  regulating  the  manufaftures,  &c.  in  the  ifle  of  Man.. 

For«empowering  his  Majefly  to  permit  the  importation  of  com  duty  fSee,*  fox  a  further 
limited  fimc,  &c. 

[The  quantity  of  corn  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  between  the  3d  of  March  and  the^ 
2td  of  July,  in  confequence  of  the  different  afts  pafled  for  the  importatioa  of  that  neceflary) 
article,  amounted  to  115,497  quarters.] 

For  taking  ofFthe  duty  of  one  (hillings  per  pound  on  all  black  AodfinglotCAy  and  for  grants 
ing  a  drawback  on  teas  exported  to  Ireland  and  America.  ^ 

'  For 
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Fof  granting  ceitain  duties  on  foreign  linen,  and  a  premium  for  the  encouragement  pf  rai« 
fing  of  hemp. 

For  rcftraining  the  aflcmbly  of  New  York  from  pafling  any  aft,  till  they  had  complied  with 
the  aft  of  Parliament  for  furnifhing  his  Majefty's  troops  with  the  neceflaries  required  by 
that  aft. 

For  putting  the  American  duties  into  the  hands  of  commiflioners. 

Two  orders  of  his  Majefty  in  council  appeared  in  the  London  gazette  of  the  gth  of  Septem- 
ber; by  the  fiift  of  which,  the  free  importation  into  this  kingdom  of  oats  or  oat-meal,  J-yc  or 
rye-meal,  wheat  or  wheat-flour,  barley  or  barley-meal,  peas,  beans,  tares,  malt,  bread,  bifcuit, 
{larch,  &c.  from  any  part  of  Europe,  was  permitted  from  the  expiration  of  the  time  before 
limited,  viz.  the  lOth  of  September,  until  twenty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
feffion  of  Parliament.  By  the  fccond,  the  prohibition  of  the  exportatioo  of  any  fort  of  corn^ 
grain,  meal,  malt,  flour,  bread,  &c.  was  extended  in  the  fame  manner. 
Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year  ;— 

For  16,000  feamen,  including  4,287  marines,  — - 

For  16,754  land-forces,  including  2,461  invalids,  — • 

For  general  and  general  ftaff-officers,  &c.  —  —  ^ 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  Plantations,  Gibraltar,  &:c. 

For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britifli  and  Irifli  eftabliKhment 
of  fix  regiments,  of  foot,  &c.  — ^  — 

Fcnfions  to  officers  widows,  —  —  — 

On  account  of  reduced  oflScers,  —  _  _ 

Allowances  to  officers  and  privates  of  two  troops  of  horfe-guards,  and 
a  regiment  of  horfe  reduced,  &c.  _  -_  — 

For  the  full  pay  of  certain  officers  reduced  with  the  lOth  company  of 
feveral  battalions,  &c*  _  —  —. 

To  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  —  — 

To  ditto,  for  fervices  not  provided  for  by  Parliament  in  1766, 

The  ocdiaary  of  the  navy,  &c,  including  half-pay,  &c.  — 

Towards  building  and  repairs,  &c.  of  (hips,  and  other  extra  works*. 

For  purchafing  hemp,  &c.  —-  .—  — 

For  difcharging  certain  Exchequer  bills,  —  — 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum  iflued  by  his  orders,  in 
purfuance  of  addreflcs  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  — 

Extra  cxpences  of  the  land-forces,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament, 

Out-pcnfioncrs  of  Chelfea  liofpital,  —  — 

On  account  of  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  Nova  Scotia,  — 

Expences  refpcfting  ditto,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  — 

On  account  of  the  civil  eft^blifhment  of  Georgia,  &c.  — 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  &c.  — .  — .  _ 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  &c  —  —  — 

General  furveys  in  North  America,  *  -^  —  — 

On  account  of  Senegambia,  —  —  — 

The  marriage  portion  of  the  Queen  of  Denmark,  •— 
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Brought  over, 
Towards  building  a  paflage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  «^ 

For  maintaining,  &c*  Britifli  forts  and  fettlenients  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  —  .        —  —  — 

.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fuoi,  to  difcharge  certain  an- 
nuities, eHablifhed  "on  account  of  certain  navy,  viftualling,  and  tranf- 
port  bills,  &c.  —  —         -         —       \  — 

To  replace  to  ditto  the  like  fum,  iiTued  for  paying  the  management  of 
the  faid  annuities,  —  —  _      — 

To  replace  to  ditto  the  like  fum,  iflTued  for  difchat^ing  the  annuities 
attending  fuch  part  of  the  joint-ftock  as  was  redeemed,  &c^  — 

To  replace  to  ditto  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  on  feveral  rate?,  duties,  &c.  —  — 

To  replace  to  ditto  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  of  certain  duties  on  wine,  cyder,  and  perry,  ice 

For  a  compenfation  to  Dr.  Peter  Swinton,  for  the  damage  fuftained 
by  him  at  Chefler  during  the  late  rebellion,  — •  — 

To,  enable  his  Majefty  to  redeem  and  pay  off  the  remainder  of  the 
capital  flock  of  annuities,  granted  in  refpe.ft  of  certain  navy,  viAualling, 
and  tranfport  bills,  ordnance  debentures,  &c.  —  — 

^  To  enable  his  Majefty  to  redeem  and  pay  ofF  the  fourth  part  of  the 
capital  flock  of  annuities  eflablifhed  by  the  aA  of  3d  George  II L  to  he 
redeemed,  &c,,  —  —         —    '  — 

Towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy,  —  — 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of  1766, 
To  the  Foundling  Hofpitat,  —  —  — 

For  putting  forth  apprentices  from  the  faid  hofpital,  — 

To  the  African  Company,  o»  account  of  the  eflablifhment  of  Senegal 
and  its  dependencies,  &c.  —  —  — 

~  Towards  defraying  the  contingent  expences  of  the  forces  ferving  in 
North  America,^  —  —  —  —     , 
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'  2,000    0    o 
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Total  of  Supplies^ 

Ways  and  Means  for  this  year  :— 

Malt -tax,                  —                   —                 —  — 

The  land-taxy  which  was  this,  year  reduced  to  3s.  in  the  pound, 

By  Exchequer  bills,                  —                    _  — 

By  annuities  and  lottery,    —                 —  — 

From  the  finking  fuad,                  —          —  -ip- 
Ditto,               —               —               —               — 


8,528,818,    o    xf- 

^»         s.    d. 

700,000    o    o 
1,528,56a  I.X   xi^ 
X, 800,00a    o    o 
1,500,000    o    o 

'469,H7  «4    34 
2,010, 121 'xo    3J- 
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Brought  over. 
By  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  for  the  difpolition  of  Par- 
liament, —  —       -  —  — 
.  By  monies  granted  out  of  certain  favings,  &c,                —  — 
From  monies  iflued  for  the  relief  of  officers  widows,  &c.  — 
From  the  produce  of  duties,  &c.  granted  for  prote£ting,  fecurin^,  &c. 
the  Britifh  colonies,                —                —                —                 — 

By  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  granted  in  the  laft  feflion, 
towards  the  militia,  —  —  —  — 

By  monies  agreed  to  be  paid  by  bis  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  on  ac- 
count of  French  prifonerSi  2cc.  —  —  — 


Total  of  ways  and  means. 
Supply  granted, 

Excefs  of  provilionsy 


8,007,837  16    6t 

35,202  9  % 

261,571  13  3t 

7,844  17  9 

110,000  o  o 

150,000  o  o 

—                181,000  o  o' 

8.753.456  16  H 

8,528,818  o  ij- 

—           £.    224,638  i6  7| 


k5*  The  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia,  for  one  year,  beginning  the  25th  of 
March,  1767,  was  ordered  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by  the  land-tax,  granted  for . 
tlie  fcrvicc  of  1767. 

Additional  duties,  &c.  for  this  year  :— 

An  additional  duty  of  6s.  was  laid  upon  crery  doz^n  of  baft  or  ftraw,.chtp,  cane,  and  horfe- 
Ivair  hats  and  bonnets,  which,  after  the  2d  of  April,  1767,  fliould  be  entered  inward  at  any 
port  in  this  kingdom  :  alfo  an  additional  duty  of  6s.  was  laid  upon  every  pound  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  the  materials  of  the  aforefaid  articles,  entered  inwards,  after  the  above  date,— Thefe 
additional  duties  were  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  finking  fund,  towards  making  good  the  pay- 
ments made  thereout  of  the  annuities  attending  the  fum  of  1,500,0001. 

An  additional  duty  of  3d  per  cU  was  laid  upon  all  linen  cloth  ot  iheeting,  above  one  yard 
Englifh  in  width,  which  ftiouM  be  imported  into  this  kingdom,  except  from  Holland  and 
Flanders :  and  alfo  die  fame  per  ell,  upon  all  canvas  drilling,  fo  imported.  This  exception 
is,  however,  only  to  be  underflood  of  cloth  manufactured  in  thofe  countries ;  as  all  others, 
though  imported  from  thence,  are  equally  liable  to  the  faid  duties. — Thefe  duties  were  carried 
to  the  finking  fund,  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned. 

An  additional  duty  of  one' halfpenny  per  ell  was  laid  upon  all  foreign  canvas,  Dutch  barrafs, 
or  Helens,  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

All  foreign  lawns  imported  into  this  kingdom,  were  ordered  to  be  rated  as  Silefia  lawns,  and 
pay  accordingly :  and,  over  and  above  the  faid  duty,  an  additional  one  of  3d.  per  yard  was  laid 
upon  all  foreign  lawns.  . 

A  fum  not  exceeding  15,000!.  per  annum,  arifing  from  the  faid  duties,  wa«  voted  to  remain 
tn  the  Exchequer,  as  a  fund  for  the  encouragement  of  raifing  and  drcfling  hemp  and  flax  in  this 
kingdom,  in  fuch  manner  as  Parliament  (hould  direft  ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  faid  duties 
T«ras  ordered  to  t)e  referved  in  the  Exchequer,  for  the  future  difpofition  of  Parliament. 

There  was  granted  to  his  Majefly,  upon  the  poftagc  of  letters,  &c.  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Iflc  of  Man,  for  every  finglc  letter  zd.  a  double  letter  4d.  a  treble  letter  6d.  and  for 

every 
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J76.7  cv(?ry  ounce  8d.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  cvcrjr  packet  of  deeds,  writs,  and  other  things.  And 
for  the  poftage,  &c.  of  letters  and  packets  within  the  faid  ifland,  fuch  rates,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  miles  or  ftagcs,  as  were  eftablifhed  for  the  ifland,  port,  or  conveyance  of  letters 
and  packets  in  England. — The  monies  arifiag  by  thefe  rates,  were  appropriated  to  fuch  ufes  as 
the  prefent  rates  of  poftage  were  applicable. 

The  properties  of  perfons  in  any  fhip  or  cargo,  or  both,  were  allowed  to  be  aflured  to  the 
amount  of  loool.  by  a  policy  ftamp  of  5s.  j  and  any  larger  fura,  by  a  policy  with  two'  fuch 

ilamps. 

.  Grey  or  fcrow  fait,  fait  fcale,  fand  fcale,  cruftings^  &c.  allowed  to  be  taken  from  tlie  falt- 
works  in  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  to  be  ufed  as  manure,  upon  payment  of 
a  duty  of  rd  per  bufliel  only. 

The  duties  payable  upon  fuccus  Uquorltla^  imported  into  this  kingdom  were  repealed  :  and, 
in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  30s.  per  hundred-weight,  was  laid  upon  fuccus  liquoritiie  imporfed.— 
The  faid  duty  to  be  appropriated  to  fuch  ufes  as  the  duty  to  be  repealed  was  made  applicable. 

A  fubfidy  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  according  to  the  value  fpecified  in  the  book  of  rates,  referred 
to  in  an  aft  of  the  12th  of  Charles  IT.  laid  upon  the  exportation  from  this  kingdom  of  fuch 
rice  as  (hould  have  been  exported  duty  free,  by  virtue  of  an  aft  made  in  this^  fcffion  :  and  the 
faid  fubfidy  was  refcrved  in  tlie  Exchequer  for  the  difpoiition  of  Parliament. 

A  duty  of  4s.  8d.  per  hundred-weight  avoirdupois,  was  laid  upon  all  crown,  plate,  flint,  and 
white  glafs ;  and  is.  ad.  per  hundred-weight  avoirdupois,  upon  all  green  glafs  imported  into 
the  Britilh  colonies,  &c.  in  America. 

5uch  duties  as  fhould  be  equal  to  a  moiety  of  the  duties  granted  by  two  afts  made  in  the 
toth  and  12th  of  Queen  Anne,  or  of  any  fubfequent  aft,  upon  paper,  pafte-boards,  mill-boards, 
and  fcale-boards,  refpeftively,  were  laid  upon  thefe  articles  imported  into  the  faid  colonies. 

A  duty  of  2Sy  per  hundred- weight  avoirdupois,  was  laid  upon  all  red  and  white  lead,  and 
painters  colours,  imported  into  tlie  faid  colonies. 

A  duty  of  3d.  per  pound  weight  avoirdupois,  was  laid  upon  all  tea  Imported  into  the  faid 
colonies. — The  faid  duties  were  to  be  applied  towards  making  a  more  adequate  provifion  for 
the  charge  of  adminiftering  juftice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  in  thofe  colonies  where 
it  Ihould  be  found  neceflary ;  the  refidue  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  and  referved  for  de- 
fraying the  neceflary  expences  of  protefting  the  faid  colonies. 

t$^  On  the  exportation  of  teas  to  Ireland,  and  the  Britifli  dominions  in  America,  a  draw- 
t)ack  was  allowed,  for  a  Timited  time,  of  all  the  duties  paid  thereupon :  and  the  inland  duty  of 
IS.  per  pound  weight,  upon  all  black  and  finglo  teas  confumed  in  Great  Britain,  was  taken  off", 
for  a  limited  time  ;  and  fuch  indemnification  was  agreed  lobe  made  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany to  the  public,  in  lieu  of  fuch  duties,  as  we  have  before  ftated. 

TJie  feveral  other  refolutions  were  alfo  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  fubftance  : 

Such  monies  as  fliould  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer  between  the  jth  of  April  1767,  and  the 
5th  of  April  1768,  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  an  aft  made  in  the  5th  of  his  pre- 
fent Majefl:y,  upon  the  importation  and  exportation  af  gum  Senegal  and  gum  Arabic,  were 
applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefl:y. 

The  fum  of  84,604!.  3s.  3d.  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  of  the  two-fevenths  excife, 
granted  by  an  aft  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  William  and  Mary^  after  fatisfying  feveral  incum- 
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2767  brances,  was  carried  to  the  aggregate  fund ;  and  the  faid  fund  was  made  a  fec^rity  for  the  dif* 
charge  of  fuch  annuities,  &c.  payable  out  of  the  faid  fum. 

The  aft  made  in  the  7th  of  George  II.  chap,  18.  and  which  was  continued  in  force,  iJy 
feveral  fubfequent  afts  until  the  29th  of  September,  1767,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  feiTion,  being  near  expiring,  was  thought  fit  to  be  continued. 

The  allowance  by  an  a£l  of  the  29th  of  George  II.  upon  prompt  payment  of  the  ftamp  du« 
ties  on  licences  for  excifeable  liquors,  was  reduced  to  the  fame  rate  as  thofe  of  other  flamp  duties* 

Upon  the  exportation,  from  this  kingdom,  of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  the  produ£lion  of  the 
Sritifh  colonies  in  America,  a  drawback  was  allowed  of  the  duties  payable- upon  the  importa- 
tion thereof. 

Ribbands  and  filks,  printed,  ftained^  or  painted  in  this  kingdom,  though  lefs  than  half  si 
yard  in  breadth,  were  declared  to  be  within  the  meaning  of  certain  a£ls  of  the  xoth  and  12th 
of  Queen  Anne,  and  liable  to  the  duties  therein  mentioned. 

The  drawbacks  payable  on  China  earthen-ware  exported  to  America,  were  difcontinued« 

Twenty  other  rcfolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  by  the  firft  of  which, 
all  duties  then  payable  to  his  Majefly,  upon  goods  imported  into,  or  exported  from  the  Ifle  of 
Man,  were  abolifhed  ;  but  by  the  eighteen  next  following  refolutions,  a  great  variety  of  new 
duties  upon  fuch  goods  were  impofed,  which  it  would  be  unneceflary  to  particularize,  except 
the  20th  refolution,  which  was  as  follows  :— 

**  That  fuch  bounties  as  may  hereafter  become  due  and  payable,  under  the  feveral  a£ts 
which  have  been  made  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Britifh  white-herring  fifhery,  be  paid  by 
the  receiver-general  of  the  cufloms,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  out  of  any 
monies  remaining  in  his  hands.'* 

A  general  llatement  of  the  public  debts,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  ftanding  out  the 
5th  day  of  January,  1767,  with  the  annual  intereft,  or  other  charges  payable  for  the  fan>c. 

Principal  debt.         jinnual  Intereft^  &c. 

♦  Exchequer,  •—  — 

Eaft  India  Company,  *^  — 

Bank  of  England,  — -  *— 

By  remaining  annuities  of  one  life  each,  granted 
on  the  lotteries  of  1745  and  1746. — Ditto  on 
the  3  per  cent,  annuities  of  1757  and  1761  ;  as 
alfo  on  the  annuities  of  1  per  cent,  for  98  years, 
to  the  fubfcribers  to  the  loan  of  i2,ooo,oooL 
granted  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year  1762,  toge- 
ther with  the  charges  of  management  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  —  — 

South  Sea  Company,  «--«  — 


£.          s. 

d. 

£'      '- 

J. 

^>037,38i  12 

9t 

153,412  4 

8 

4,200,0CX>     0 

0 

127,687  10 

0 

97i479>7H  »a 

4t 

3,261,526  14 

Si 

27,125,3(59  13  I  if 

335,079  10    3 
829,507    8    If 

130,842,415  19    i-j. 

• 

4,707,223    7    4 

Total, 

♦  The  land  taxes  and  duties  on  malt  being  annual  grants,  arc  not  charged  ia  this  account,  nor  the 
i,ooo,oool.  charged  on  the  deduction  of  6d.  per  pound  on  penfionS|  nor  the  fum  of  i^Soo^oooL  borrowed  in 
^766,  and  charged  on  the  fupplies  of  1764. 

IMPORTS 
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J767        IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1766,  to  Christmas  1767. 

Countries.  Imports.                                     Exports. 

Africa^                —                —  ^.    55,981     8  6                 £^    458,062     5     8 

Canaries,                              ■  •—             6,061   19  4                             38,289     4     5 

Denmark  aod  Nornray,  —                  75»3'^8     3  10                          i59>730  '^     * 

Eaft  Country,                —  «—        267,085     7  6                          iSO>754    ^  *o 

Enft  India,                   ,—  —            «>9^i>i73     o     i                         1,272.654x3     3 

Flanders,                         — —  —             268,322  13     i                            ?4Si9'9  '4     3 

France,                  —  —                  '741089  17  4                            232,031     7     4 

Germany,                —  1         680,963     9  10                        1,506,293   lo  ii 

Greenland,                           ■  7*900  17  9 

Holland,                 —  —              74317^3     ^  ^ 

Ireland,                —  —                  1,1^3,285     6  11 

Italy,                 _                —  _        630,447  17  6 

Madeiras                 —  —                    6,211     o  o 

Portugal,                        — •  /•*-         340,289  13-  I 

Ruflia,                —                —  —  •       822,271   14  5 

Spain,                       —  —               S93'S04  '9  3 

StreightSy                       •-•  —           '^>375  '9  i' 

Sweden,                   —  —                    '75>S^5     7  ^ 

Turkey,                     —  ■'          99i9So  15  10 

Venice,                 '  —                  57»4S7  "  7 

Alderney,                 —  ■    ■■                'S3  '3  ^ 

Gucrnfcy,                —  — —             1 7*898    4  9 

]erfe3r,                 ■  ■           28,646  15  8 

Anguilla,                           ■*  — .           4>ii7  '3  'o 

Antigua,                      ■          ■  —        394*727  10  2 

BarbadoeSy                      ■    ■  ■  '■           219,682     3  9 

Bermudas,            ■  ■             i»4'7  12     j 

Canada,                .—                 ■   '■  42>044  12     5 

Carolina,                        ■  ■         395i027  10     i 

Dominica,                 —  ■                        118,078  19  3 

Florida,                              ■  — —           12,681     6  8 

Georgia,               —  — — -               SS'^S^  *S     7 

Granades,                      —  *-        243,618  18  3 

Hudfon'sBayi  »            —            9*942  10  11 

Jamaica,                ■  —           1,243,742  13  9 

lartinico,                   —  ^— —                57a     o  8 

Montferraty               — —  — —          $4*960    9  9                            23*071 

Nevis,                -— —  — —                  60,690  14  7                            '^'^Z^ 

New  England,                — —  —         128,207  17  4                          406,081     9     z 

Newfoundland,         .      —  —            48,950  186                           S3*55o«07 

New  Providence,                —  —            4*487     3  o                            14,986    o    3 

New  York,               —  —              61,422  18  7                         4^7>9S7  'S     S 

Nova  Scotia,                    —  —               753     4     5                           ^5*^94  *o     ' 

Pcnnfylvania,                —  —                37*641  17  o                          57^*^30    ^  '® 

St.  Chriftopher'i,                   ■■■  276,013     99                          106,162     8     7 

St.  Croix,                —  ^  —                  10,584     z     2                                 882     7     2 

St.  Euftatia,                          ■■  '           —            2,740    7    8 

St.  John's  Ifland,               — *  *—               278  12  8                             1*942    o    8 

St.  Lucia,                   ■  '               629  13     9 
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St.  Vincent,  ■            —    .  24,282     7     z  24,822     2 

Tortola,                — •  *  48,864    84  27,010     2 

Virginia  and  Maryland,  ■■  437,92615    o  437*6*3     2 

SpaniQi  Weftlndics,  — •  15,612     8     3  7*99$     4     S 

Weft  Indies  121  general,  ~  —  763  23     o 
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Totals,  12,073,956    on  ^    13*844,522     2     8 


Exports  exceed  the  Imports,  i>770i55S    o    9 
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1767      The  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London  were,  this  year^  as 

follows: 

Chriftened,  males     8,211  Buried,  males  ir,3o6 

— — —  females    7,769  — -^  females  1 1,306 


15,980  22,6 1  z 


Bills  of  births  and  burials  in  different  parts  of  England  and  Europe* 

Paris, — born,   19,749  ;  deaths,  19,875. 

Amfterdam, — births,  4,908  ;  deaths,  6999. 

Copenhagen,— births,  2,957 ;  deaths,  3,361  ;  marriages,  909. 

In  the  dutchy  ofSchlefwig  the  births  were  6,971 ;  and  the  deaths  6,384. 

In  the  dutchy  of  Holflein  the  births  were  4,771  j  and  the  deaths  3,736. 

Turin, — births,  2,956;  deaths,  5,980- 

Brunfwick, — births,  1,241  ;  deaths,  1,022. 

Durham, — births,  149;  deaths,  155;  marriages,  65. 

Whitby, — births,  298;  deaths,  177;  marriages,  55. 

Chefter, — births,  351 ;  deaths,  367;  marriages,  143. 

According  to  a  calculation  made  in  1760,  and  lately  published  at  Stockholm,  there  were  itt 
the  kingdom  of  Sweden  1,127,938  men  and  boys,  and  1,255,175  women  and  girls, — in  all, 
2,313,123  perfons. — The  number  of  noblemen  were  10,045. — The  clergy,  with  the  fchools 
and  colleges,  amounted  to  4,488,  or,  including  their  wives  and  children,  18,197;  and  the 
number  of  thofe  who  had  a  right  of  freedom  in  the  cities  and  towns,  were  162,888.  It  ap- 
peared, that  there  had  been  an  increafe  of  2,773  inhabitants,  lince  the  year  1758. 
5768  In  the  recommencement  of  a  regular  oppofiticn  to  Great  Britain,  which  had  taken  place 
during  the  laft  year,  the  aflembly  of  Maflachufets  openly  took  the  lead,  by  fending  a  circular 
letter  to  every  colony,  inviting  them  all  to  join  in  a  communication  and  harmony  of  fenti- 
ments,  and  in  aflerting  the  injuftice  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry  to  the  American  colonies. 

One  of  the  moft  unfortunate  circumftances  which  could  attend  thefc  unhappy  altercations, 
was  the  enmity  which  had  for  fome  time  fubfifted,  and  did  then  fubfift,  between  the  aflembly 
of  Maflachufet's  and  its  governor.  He  was  a  man  of  confidcrable  abilities,  but  was  regarded 
as  a  fworn  champion  of  the  royal  prerogative.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  he  met  with 
obftru£tions  in  every  thing  he  undertook ;  and  the  party  violeiKe  with  which  he  had  to  con- 
tend, was  animated  with  as  much  inveteracy  againfl  his  perfon,  as  with  hatred  to  the  meafures 
which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fupport.  The  confequences  of  this  diflcntion  were  very  in- 
jurious to  the  parties  interefted  in  the  great  queftions  then  in  agitation.  To  this  mutual  ill 
will  of  the  Governor  and  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives,  may  be  imputed  a  great  increafe  of 
that  violent  altercation,  which  now  fubfifted  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

The  newaAs  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature,  renewed  and  afforded  frefh  materials  for  the  ill- 
humour  which  fubfifted  between  this  colony  and  Governor  Bernard.  Indeed  all  idea  of  mo- 
deration feems,  at  this  time,  to  have  been  loft,  in  the  violence  with  which  the  afTembly  mani- 
fcfted  their  oppofition  to  him ;  and  as  the  colonies  had  greatly  exafperated  the  Britifh  Miniftry 
by  their  obftinatecondu6t,  the  Governor  was  inftrufted  to  aft  with  vigour  and  refolution. 

A  letter  alfo,  which  he  had  officially  received  from  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  State,  containing  very  fcverc  animadvcrfions  on  the  conduct  of  the  Aflembly,  encreaf- 
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176?  cd  the  fpirit  of  difcontcnt  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  Governor,  finding  it  a  vain  talk  to  foften,. 
by  any  proper  means,  the  refraftory  difpofition  of  the  Aflembly,  thought  proper  to  adjourn  it. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  diftraftions  in  America,  a  new  eftablifhment  was  made  at  home,  by 
which  a  Secretary  of  State  was  appointed  to  the  fole  department  of  the  colonies.  Much  good 
was  expefted  to  refult  from  an  arrangement,  which  had  been  left  as  a  kind  of  legacy  to  his 
country  by  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Townlhend,  whofe  death  was,  at  this  time,  and  with  great 
reafon^  confidered  as  a  national  misfortune.  Lord  Hillfborough  was  the  firft  American  Se- 
cretary, and  one  of  the  carlieft  afts  of  this  new  created  office,  was  a  circular  letter  to  the  go- 
vernors of  all  the  colonies,  who  had  before  received  the  circular  letters  from  the  Maffachufet's 
Affembly,  ia  order  to  exprefs'  his  Majefty's  difapprobation  of  a  meafure,  which  was  confidered. 
by  the  royal  mind  as  tending  to  excite  an  open  oppofition  to,  and  denial  of  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of  the  conftitution.. 

A  letter  was  alfo  written  from  the  fame  Minifter  to  Governor  Barnard,  with  an  ot^der  to 
make  a  requifition  to  the  Affembly  of  Maflachufet,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  torefcindthe  re- 
folution  which  gave  birth  to  their  circular  letter,  and  to  declare  their  difapprobation  of  fuch  a 
rafh  and  hafty  proceeding. 

But,  whatever  hopes  were  entertained,  at  this  period,  of  an  approaching  reconciliation, 
from  the  meafures  we  have  juft  related,  they  foon  vaniflied  in  the  refufal  of  the  Affembly  to 
refcind  the  refolutions  of  the  former  Houfe,  which  actually  confirmed  them  by  a  divifion  of 
ninety-two  to  feventetfirvoices. 

The  other  affemblics  of  the  American  continent,  now  followed  the  example  of  that  we  have 
juft  defcribed.  They  treated  the  circular  letters  written  to  each  of  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
JState,  cxattly  in  the  fame  manner;  and,  in  their  anfwer  to  him,  juftified  the  condud  of  the 
Aflcmbly  at  Bofton  in  a  language  fimilar  to  that  which  it  had  ufed  to  juftify  itfelf,  nor  were 
they  backward  in  holding  forth  the  fame  explicit  condemnation  of  the  late  meafures  of  the 
Britifh  government. 

To  prove  alfo  the  decided  fpirit  with  which  they  afted,  they  renewed  their  former  combi- 
nations  againft  the  ufe  and  importation  of  Englifii  goods,  except  fuch  as  were  of  the  moft  in- 
difpenfable  ncceflity,  and  refolved  that  fuch  agreements  fliould  remain  in  full  force  till  the  late 
afts  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  were  entirely  repealed. 

In  the  month  of  June  a  great  tumult  alfo  happened  at  Bofton,  in  conftquence  of  a  feizure 
made  by  the  Board  of  Cuftoms  of  a  floop  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  that 
town.  It  appeared,  that  this  floop  was  difcharged  of  a  cargo  of  wine,  and  in  part  re«Iaden 
with  a  quantity  of  oil,  without  any  great  attention  having  been  paid  to  the  new  laws  or  the 
Cuftom-houfe  regulations.  Immediately  on  the  feizure,  the  officers  made  a  fignal  to  the 
Romney  man  of  war,  and  her  boats  were  fent  manned  and  armed,  to  cut  away  .the  floop's 
faftenings  and  convey  her  under  the  proteftion  of  that  ftiip.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  po- 
pulace foon  affembled,  and  not  only  treated  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  with  every  per- 
gonal indignity,  but  attacked  their  houfcs,  broke  their  windows,  and  having  hauled  the  Col- 
leftor's  boat  afhorc,  burned  it  to  alhes.  The  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  alarmed  for  the  fafcty  of 
their  lives,  retired  on  board  the  man  of  war,  from  whence  they  removed  to  Caftle  William,  a 
fortification  on  afmall  iflandin  the  harbour,  where  they  refumed  the  functions  of  their  office. 

In  (hort,  the  temper  and  conduft  of  the  people  became  every  day  more  licentious.  An  ac- 
count from  England,  that  the  petition  which  the  Affembly  bad  tranfmitted  to  its  agent,  had 
not  been  prcfented,  becaufe  fuch  agent  had  been  appointed  by  the  Affembly  without  tlie  con- 
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1768  fent  of  the  Governor,  tending,  in  no  fmall  degree,  to  cncreafc  the  public  difcontents;  and  the 
diflblution  of  the  General  Aflembly,  added  another  combuftible  to  the  flame.  Indeed,  fuch 
was  the  growing  fpirit  of  fedition  among  all  claflTcs  of  people,  that  government  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  convince  the  colonies,  that  it  would  no  longer  fubmit  to  thofe  indignities  with  which 
its  authority  was  dally  infuited.  For  this  purpofe,  therefore,  troops  were  ordered  to  repair  to 
Boflon  in  fufllicient  numbers  to  intimidate  the  rcfraftory  and  to  fupport  the  well-afFefted. 

On  receiving  this  intelligence,  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  petitioned  the  Governor  to  call  a 
General  Aflembly,  which  he  informed  them  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  do,  till  he  had  his 
Majefty's  pcrmiflion  for  that  purpofe,  according  to  inllruftions  he  had  received  from  England. 
On  this  refufal  of  tlic  Governor,  they  called  an  Aflembly,  and  gave  it  tlic  title  of  a  Con- 
vention. 

Among  other  meafures  of  this  meeting,  which  were  hoftile  to  the  power  of  Government,  the 
moft  remarkable  was  a  requifition  to  the  inhabitants,  to  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence 
againft  any  fudden  attack  of  an  enemy.  This  requeft  was  founded  on  an  apprehenfion,  as  it 
was  then  flated,  of  an  approaching  rupture  with  France.  The  intention  of  this  meafure, 
which  was  the  boldeft  that  the  colonies  had  yet  taken,  was  too  obvious  not  to  be  generally 
underflood ;  and  it  requij-ed  no  uncommon  fagacity  to  difcover  the  final  aim  of  thofe  who  had 
fomented,  with  fo  much  zeal,  the  dillradlions  and  difcontents  which  now  prevailed  through- 
out the  American  colonies.  ; 

The  firft  meafure  of  the  Convention  was  to  addrefs  the  Governor,  difclaiming  all  pretence 
to  any  other  power  than  that  of  advifing  among  themfelves  on  the  alarming  fltuation  of  their 
affairs,  and  to  entreat  him  to  convoke  a  General  AiTembly,  as  the  moft  conftitutional  remedy 
for  thofe  evils  with  which  the  province  was  threatened.  But  tlic  Governor  remained  in- 
flexible ;  and  he  accompanied  the  denial  of  their  requeft  with  the  moft  ferious  admonitions  to 
refle£t  on  the  nature,  and  what  might  be  the  confequencc,  of  their  condu£l.  The  Conven-- 
tion,  therefore,  after  fending  a  juftificatory  meflage  to  the  Governor,  which  he  refufed  to  re- 
ceive, appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  report  of  their  proceedings,  the  motives  which  pro- 
duced  them,  and  a  ftatement  of  their  grievances ;  which  report  being  approved,  and  ordered 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  their  agent  in  London,  to  countera£l  the  unfavourable  impreflions  which 
the  violence  of  their  late  proceedings  might  have  occafioned,  the  meeting  was  diflblved. 

The  very  day  on  which  the  convention  broke  up,  was  remarkable  for  the  arrival  of  feveral 
frigates  and  lloops  of  war  from  Hallifax,  and  fome  tranfports  with  two  regiments  and  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery  on  board,  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton.  Some  difiiculties  at  firft  took  place, 
relative  to  the  quartering  of  the  troops,  and  objeftions  were  made  to  their  admifEon  into  the 
town,  as  no  barracks  had  been  prepared  for  their  reception.  But  this  obftruftion  was  foon  re- 
moved, by  fitting  up  certain  houfes  which  were  to  be  reputed  barracks,  and  the  council  con- 
fented  to  allow  the  barrack  provifions  ufually  furnifhed  by  the  colony.  General  Gage  arrived 
foon  after,  as  did  two  regiments  from  Ireland;  and  the  late  fpirit  of  turbulence  and  outrage 
began  to  give  way  to  an  appearance  of  moderation  and  tranquillity. 

From  the  voluminous  mifcellany  of  public  writings,  which  the  colony  tranfaft ions  of  the 
prefent  year  produced,  we  (hall  only  feleft  the  following  agreements  entered  into  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Bofton  and  New  York. 

••  The  merchants  and  traders  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  having  taken  into  confideration  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  the  trade,  and  the  many  difiiculties  it  at  prefent  labours  under,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fcarcity  of  money^  which  is  daily  increafing  for  want  of  the  other  remittances  to 

difcharge 
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1768  difcharge  our  debts  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  large  fums  colleded  by  the  officers  of  the  Cuf- 
toms  for  duties  on  goods  imported  ;  the  heavy  taxes  levied  to  difcharge  the  debts  contrafted  by 
•  the  Government  in  the  late  war;  the  cmbarraffinents  and  reftridions  laid  on  the  trade  by  the 
feveral  late  afts  of  Parliament ;  together  with  the  bad  fuccefs  of  our  cod  fifhery  this  feafon, 
and  the  difcoaraging  profpeft  of  the  whale  fifliery,  by  which  our  principal  fources  of  remit- 
tances are  like  to  be  greatly  diminiftied,  and  we,  thereby,  rendered  unable  to  pay  the  debts  we 
owe  the  merchants  in  Great  Britain^  and  to  continue  the  importation  of  goods  from  thence, 

"  We,  the  fubfcribers,  in  order  to  relieve  the  trade,  under  thofe  difcouragemcnts,  to  pro- 
mote induftry,  frugality,  and  economy,  and  to  difcourage  luxury,  and  every  kind  of  extra- 
vagance, do  promife  and  engage  to  and  with  each  other  as  follows  : 

**  Firft,  That  we  will  not  fend  for  or  import  from  Gre^t  Britain,  either  upon  our  own 
account,  or  upon  commifTion^  this  fall,  any  other  goods  than  what  are  already  ordered  for  the 
fall  fupply. 

**  Secondly,  That  we  will  not  fend  for  or  import  any  kind  of  goods  or  merchandize  from 
Great  Britain,  either  on  our  own  account,  or  on  commiiGons,  or  any  otherwife,  from  Janu- 
ary I,  1769,  to  January  I,  1770,  except  fait,  coals,  fifh-hooks  and  lines,  bamp  and  duck  bar 
lead  and  (hot,  wool  cards  and  wool  wire. 

**  Thirdly,  That  we  will  not  purchafe  of  any  faftor  or  others,  any  kind  of  goods  imported 
fjrom  Great  Britain  from  January  1769,  to  January  1770. 

**  Fourthly,  That  we  will  not  import,  on  our  own  account,  or  on  commiffions,  or  pur- 
chafe  of  any  who  Ihall  import  from  any  other  colony  in  America,  from  January  1769  to  Ja- 
nuary 1770,  any  tea,  glafs,  paper,  or  other  goods,  commonly  imported  from  Great  Britain. 

•*  Fifthly,  That  we  will  not,  from  and  after  the  firft  of  January  1769,  import  into  this  pro- 
vince any  tea,  paper,  glafs,  or  painter's  colours,  until  the  ad  impofing  duties  on  thofe  articles 
ihall  be  repealed^ 

"  In  witncfs  whereof,  &c/* Dated  Auguft  i,  1768. 

On  the  15th  of  September  following,  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  incited,  according  to 
their  own  declaration,  by  the  example  of  thofe  of  Bofton,  entered  into  a  fimilar  agreement  for 
the  non-ufe  and  non-importation  of  British  produce  and  manufadures. 

The  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  were  now  become  an  obje£t  of  annual  confiderationy 
and  as  fuch,  will  continue  to  claim  our. particular  attention. 

Though  the  agreement  which  the  Company  had  entered  into  with  Government  was  to  con- 
tinue another  year,  yet  as  the  a£l  which  reftrained  their  dividends  to  ten  per  cent,  was  no^ 
expired,  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament  to  reftrain  them,  in  the  fame  manner,  for  the 
cnfuing  yean 

The  Company,  greatly  alarmed  at  the  apparent  perfeverance  in  a  meafurc,  which  they  ap- 
prehended fo  totally  fubverfive  of  their  rights,  prefented  a  ftrong  petition  againft  it.  In  this 
they  (hewed  the  right  they  poflefled,  by  their  charter,  to  declare  their  own  dividends  ;  that  the 
regulations  already  eftabliflicd  by  the  Legiflature  would  be,  at  all  times,  fufficient  to  prevent 
an  improvident  ufe  being  made  of  fuch  powers  ;  and  aflured  the  Houfe,  that  they  would  make 
no  iticreafe  of  their  dividends,  unlefs  the  fituation  of  their  affairs  fhouid  afford  ample  convic- 
tion, that,  in  juftice  and  prudence,  they  (hould  be  warranted  in  fo  doing. 

This  meafure  occafioned  very  |^nimated  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  all  the 
arguments  of  the  preceding  year  were  reiterated,  and  the  fccond  reftraining  bill  carried  by  a 

great 
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1768  great  majority:  it  met,  however,  Kke  the  former,  with  a  powerful  oppofition  in  the  Houfc 

of  Peers,  and  a  very  energetic  proteft,  figned  by  feveral  Lords,  was  entered  againft  it. 

On  July  7,  a  ballot  ended  at  the  India  Houfe  on  the  following  queftion  :  **  That  orders  be 
fent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Bengal,  for  the  immediate  payment,  out  of  the  revenues 
of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  of  what  remains  unpaid  of  the  reilitution  money  of  Meer  Jaf- 
fier,  to  the  feveral  perfons  to  whom  it  is  due,  according  to  their  claims,  as  admitted  by  the 
-committee  formerly  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  whether  fuch  claims  arc  fouad  to  arife  from 
lolTes  in  trade,  of  fait,  beetle  nut,  or  tobacco,  or  not." 

The  numbers  for  the  queftion  were  115.— ^Againft  it,  223, 

The  Court  of  fDireftors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  29th  of  the 
fame  month,  came  to  the  following  refolution. 

Refolvcd,  '*  As  the  moft  effeftual  method  to  prevent  the  fale  of  the  command  of  (hips  in 
the  company's  fervice,  that  from  and  after  the  25th  of  March  following,  upon  the  death  of  a 
commander  of  any  fliip  employed  or  to  be  employed  in  the  company's  fervice,  or  whenever 
there  ftiould  be  a  vacancy  of  a  commander,  by  refignation,  incapacity,  or  other  wife,  another 
<ommander  fhall  be  chofen  by  the  Court  of  Direftors^  to  fupply  fuch  vacancy,  out  of  perfons 
who  have  commanded  a  (hip  in  the  company's  fervice,  or  who  have  performed,  at  leafti  one 
voyage  in  the  capacity  of  chief  orfecond  mate  to  the  Eaft  Indies  i  and  that  fuch  choice  or  ap- 
pointment (hall  be  made  by  ballot, 

**  And  that,  from  and  after  the  faid  25th  of  March,  no  (hip  be  tendered  for  the  company's 
fervice,  but  fubje£t  to  the  faid  regulation ;  and  that  no  (hip  (hall  be  built  in  the  room  of  any 
Ihip  worn  out  or  loft  in  the  company's  fervice,  without  the  leave  of  the  Court  of  Di- 
reflors,  &c." 

A  very  popular  till  for  limiting  the  duration  of  its  Parliaments,  and  making  them  el^divc 
once  in  eight  years,  pafied  this  winter  in  Ireland,  and  received  the  royal  a(rent«  Before  this 
period,  the  Iri(h  Parliament  was  determinable  only  by  the  King's  life* 

On  the  I2th  of  March  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  di(rolved,  and  on  the  lOth  of 
May  the  Parliament  met ;  and,  after  renewing  the  provifion  bills,  which  was  the  principal 
objeft  of  its  being  afTembled  at  this  time,  it  was  adjourned  on  the  21II  of  the  fame  month, 
and  afterwards  prorogued. 

To  relieve,  in  fome  degree,  the  growing  diftreflfes  of  certain  manufaftures,  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  order,  that  the  court  mournings  ihould  not,  for  the  future,  continue  longer  than 
one  half  of  the  time  which  had  been  ufually  obferved.  This  order  was  iflTued  officially  from 
the  Lord  Chamberlain's  o(Sce,  and  was  dated  the  12th  of  January  in  this  year.  This  aA  of 
con(iderate  goodnefs  in  his  Majefty,  was  followed  by  an  addrefs  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  AI- 
Mermen,  and  a  great  number  of  confiderable  manufafturers  and  traders  of  the  cities  of  London 
and  Weftminfter  ;  the  wardens,  affiftants,  &c.  of  the  art  and  myftery  of  weaving,  alfo  pre- 
fented  their  particular  and  moft  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Throne,  on  an  occafion  in 
which  they  were  fo  deeply  interefted. 

The  quantity  of  rice  imparted  from  Charlcftown,  from  November  i,  1767,10  September 
313,  in  the  prefent  year,  was  111,203  barrels. - 

The  connedlion  which  fubfifts  between  commerce  and  the  fine  arts,  calls  upon  us  to  notice 
the  eftablilhment  of  a  royal  academy  for  the  encouragement  of  the  latter.  Towards  the  clofe 
of  this  year,  his  Majefty,  ever  ready  to  encourage  ufeful  improvements,  and  always  intent 
vpon  promoting  every  branch  of  polite  knowledge,  was  ^racioufly  pleafed  to  inftitute,  in  the 

^  metropolis 
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J  768  metropolis  of  his  kingdam,  a  Royal  Academy  of  Arts,  to  be  under  his  owi>  immediate  pa- 
tronage^ and  the  dlicftion  of  forty  artifts  of  the  firft  rank  in  their  feveral  profeflions. 

The  following  treaty  was  concluded  in  tlii^  year,  between  the  French  King  and  the  republic 
of  Genoa,  for  the  cciTioa  of  the  lf].ind  of  Corfka. 

*'  I.  The  republic   of  (jcnoa  cedes  the  kingdom  bf  Corfica,  together  with  its  fortrcffes,  to 
France,  the  latter  payin^^  in  money  for  the  artillery  and  warlike  ilores,  according  to  a  valuation 
which  fliall  be  made  of  them. 
•  **  IT.  The  fovcreignty  of  that  ifldnd  fliall  always  remain  vefted  in  the  republic. 

**  III.  Every  perfon  fhall  be  prefervcd  in  his  effe£ls,  on  proving  the  right  he  has  to  them. 

*'•  IV.  The  Corficans  fhall  be  deemed  fu'ojcdts  of  France  fo  long  as  the  latter  continues  in 
pofleflion  of  that  ille. 

"  V.  France  lliall  be  obliged  to  maintain  there  fixtcen  battalions, 

**  VL  Fiance  Ihall  guarantee  the  Genocfc  commerce  againft  the  Corfican  or  Barbary 
cruifer^. 

**  VII.  In  cafe  the  republic  fliould  be  dcfirous  of  refuming  again  the  poiTcflion  of  that  king- 
dom, it  fliall  repay  to  France  all  the  charges  that  crown  fliall  have  been  at  by  that  time;  for 
which  purpofe  an  exaft  account  fliall  be  kept  of  all  that  the  latter  fliall  have  advanced,  and  like- 
wife  of  the  revenues  it  fliall  have  collcfted, 

"  Vlli.  The  King  fliall  bellow  in  property  on  the  republic,  the  fovcreignty  of  the  ifle  of 
Caprece." 

This  treaty  contains  bcfldcs  three  fccret  articles. 

The  French  King  alfo  publiflicd  a  declaration,  dated  Augufl:  8,  1788,  to  his  people  of  Cor- 
lica,  (for  fo  he  might  literally  flile  them,)  in  which  he  piomifes  to  infure  them  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  French  government. 

It  might  have  been  apprehended,  that  this  treaty  would  be  confidered  as  an  infraftion  of 
that  of  Aix-Ja-Chapelle,  by  which  it  had  been  provided,  that  no  change  ftiould  be  made  in  the 
Hate  of  Italy,  Neverthelcfs,  it  was  permitted  to  take  place  without  any  interruption  from  the 
powers  apparently  interefted  in  it. 

The  Houfe  of  Auftria  was,  perhaps,  too  much  engaged  in  the  diflurbances  of  Poland  and 
the  war  then  breaking  out  between  Turkey  and  Ruffia,  to  attend  to  this  event ;  and  the  King 
of  Sardinia  did  not  aftively  interfere,  becaufe  he  could  not  obtain  that  fupport  which  would 
have  alone  put  him  in  a  capacity  to  have  done  it  with  efFeft.  While,  at  this  moment,  the 
•councils  of  Great  Britain  were  fo  occupied  with  domeftic  broils  and  internal  diftradlions,  that 
this  ftride  of  Gallic  power  was  fubmitted  to  with  acquiefcence  rather  than  oppofition. 

The  ifland  of  Corfica  was  of  very  little  confequence  while  it  was  pofleflTed  by  the  republic 
of  Genoa;  and  if  it  had,  by  its  ftruggles,  acquired  independence,  it  could  have  been  no  objeft 
of  jcaloufy  or  danger  to  any  other  power :  but  as  an  acquifition  to  France,  though  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  then  anfwered  any  political  purpofe  to  that  crown,  it  was  confidered  by  the  po- 
liticians of  the  day,  as  pregnant  with  much  future  inconvenience  to  the  different  European 
powers,  who  were  concerned  in  the  commerce  of  the  Mediterranean  fca. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  4,173  fliips  were  cleared  from  the  port  of  Newcaftle,  being  453 
'     more  than  in  the  preceding  one,  of  which  3,718  were  coaflways,  and  445  to  foreign  places. 

The  Dutch  fent  out  this  year  on  the  whale  fifliery,   124  fliips. 

The  number  of  veflTels  which  entered  the  Texel,  were  1,602, 
Vol.  IV.  QL  The 
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1768      The  number  of  vcflels  which  arrived  at  Koninglbcrg,  in  Pruffia,  during  the Xame  period^ 

were  763. 

Ditto  at  Dantzick,  1,190. 

The  following  bills,  among  many  others,  received  the.  royal  aflent  during  the  courfc  of 

this  year. 

To  continue  and  amend  an  aft  for  allowing  the  free  importation  of  falted  beef,  pork,  bacon 
and  butter,  from  Ireland,  for  a  limited  time ;  and  for  allowing  the  free  importation  of  the  fame 
articles  from  the  Britifli  dominions  in  America.. 

For  further,  regulating  tlie  proceedings  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  with  refpeft  to  making 
dividends. 

For  more  effeflually  fupplying  the  town  of  Hallifax  with  water,  &c. 

For  making,  &c.  a-  navigable  cut  or  canal  from  Birmingham  to  Billion,  and  for  making 
collateral  cuts  amd  waggon  ways  from  feveral  coal  mines  ;  and  for  continuing  the  faid  canal  to 
Autherly,  there  to  communicate  with  the  canal  now  making  between  the  rivers  Trent  and 
Severn.         ^ 

To  amend  an  aft  for  the  better  regulating  journeyman  taylors  within  the  bills  of  mor* 
tality. 

To  continue  feveral  afts  for  better  encouraging  the  whale  fifherjr. 

For  the  more  eafy  and  efFeftual  recovery  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflifted  by  afts  re- 
lating  to  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America. 

For  making  a  navigable  canal  from  the  river  Forth,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Car- 
ron,  in  the  county  of  Stirling,  to  the  river  Clyde,  to  a  place  called  Dalraair  Burnfoot,  in  the 
county  of  Dunbarton,  and  a  collateral  cut  to  Glafgow.. 

To  permit  the  exportation  of  certain  quantities  of  malt,  now  lying  in  his  Majefty's 
warehoufes. 

For  further  continuing  the  laws  then  in  force,  relating  to  the  exportation  and  importation 
of  corn,  for  a  limited  time,  &c. 

For  allowing  a  further  time  for  the  free  importation  of  rice  from  North  America* 

For  the  more  cfFeftually  preventing  the  clandefline  importation  of  foreign  fpirits,  and  for 
explaining  an  aft  which  relates  to  penalties  inflifted  upon  perfons  felling  ale,  beer,  or  other 
cxcifeable  liquors  by  retail,  without  licence,  &c. 

For  repairing,  improving,  and  preferving  the  harbour  and  quay  of  Wells  in  Norfolk. 

£•        s.    d. 
Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  year  1768* 

For  16,000  feamen,  including  4,287  marines,                        — ^  832,000    o     7 

'               For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  &c.                    —                    —  416,403    oil 

Fori  7,253  land  forces,  including  2,460  invalids,  &c,                —  606,221   12  lO-J 
For  maintaining  his  Majefty's  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  Plantations, 

Africa,  Gibraltar,  &c.                    —                    —                  — r  396*590    4.    6J- 
For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britiflx  and  Irifh  cftablilhments 

of  fix  regiments  of  foot,  &c.                —                 —                    7,226  17     2^ 

General  and  ftaff  officers  in  Great  Britain,                —                —  12,237     7,    3 

For  the  full  pay  of  certain  reduced  officers,  &c.                     —  5*227  14    o 


Carried  over,  2,275,906  17    5^ 
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Brought  over, 

For  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fcrvice,  — 

For  fcrviccs  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervicc,  not  provided 
-for  by  Parliameaty  —      —  —  — 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  pay  off  one  third  part  of  the  capital  dock  of 
annuities  at  •  four  per  cent,  eftablifhed  by  an  aft  of  the  third  of  his  Ma- 
Jefty,  &c.  —  —  — 

Towards  t)uilding  and  repairs  of  (hips,  &c.  — 

To  the  truftces  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  —  — 

To  the  penfions  of  officers  widowsi  Sec.  —  — 

^  On  account-of  reduced  officers  and  marines,  — 

For  allowances  to  feveral  officers,  &c.  of  the  two  reduced  troops  of 
borfe.  guards,  &c.  —  —  '  —  — 

For  out-pcnfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  —  — 

For  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament, 

On  account  of  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  Nova  Scotia,  — 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  .      ~  ""  —  — 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  — .  — ; 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  --.  —  — 

Onaecountoffurveys  in  North  America,  —  — 

On  account  of  the  civil  eftabliflimcnt  of  Senegambia,  — - 

For  difcbarging  certain  Exchequer  bills,  —  ~ 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  iflued  thereout  to  make 
good  certain  deficiencies,  &c.  —  —  ^- 

To  replace  to  ditto  for  ditto,  —  —  — 

To  thexommittec  of  the  African  Company,  to  be  employed  in  maiiv- 
taining  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  — 

For  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  &c.  —  — 

•     To  ditto  for  apprenticing  children,  &c  —  — 

To  make  good  to  his  Majcfty  the  like  fum  iffued  by  his  Majefty'-s 
orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

For  deficiencies  of  grants  for  the  fervicc  of  1767,  — 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  efla* 
tlifhed  by  an  aft  of  the  third  of  George  III.  in  refpeft  of  certain  navy, 
viftualling  and  tranfyort  bills,  and  debentures,  &c.  —  88,435  .ig    65- 

To  replace  to  ditto  the  like  fum  iffued  thereout,  for  a  certain  payment 
of  annuities  eftablifhed  by  an  aft  of  the  third  of  George  III.  for  granting 
4idditional  duties  pa  cyder  and  perry,  &€•  —  —  8,750    o    o 

To  redeem  and  pay  off  the  remaining  parts  of  the  faid  capital  ftock  of 
annuities^  -*  — •  —  —  i,75o>ooo    o    o 
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Total,  8,335,746  II     2| 
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£'  s.    A 


700,000 

0 

0 

1,528,568 

II 

"1 

1,300,000 

0 

0 

600,000 

0 

0 

i,8oo,cco 

0 

0 

2,*250,000 

0 

0 

70,000 

0 

0 

400,000 

0 

0 

ic6,Qc8 

n 

8 

The  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the^ foregoing  fupplies. 

The  malt  taK,                         —                         _  — . 

The  land  ditto,                     —                     — .  — 

By  certain  annuities,                     —           ,           -^  "^ 

By  a  lottery,                     _                         _  — 

By  Exchequer  bills,                     ^           —    •  _ 

From  the  finking  fund,                  _                      —  — 

By  certain  furplufles,                      —                      _  — . 

By  agreement  with  the  Eaft  India  Company,  — 

From  certain  exceflcs  and  balances,                     —  -— 

Total  of  ways  and  means  provided,  &c»                 —  — 

Ditto  of  fupplies  granted,  &c.                    —  — 


Excefs  of  provifions,  —  —  — 

^  The  charge  of  the  pay  andcloathing  of  the  militia  in  England  for  one  year,  beginning 
March  25,  1768,  was  voted  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by  the  land  tax,  granted 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1768. 

A  general  ftatement  of  the  public  debts  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  Handing  out  Janu* 
*ry  S>  1768,  with  the  annual  intcreft,  &c. 


8,754.927 

8,335»746 

9 
II 

7i 

419,180 

18 

4i 

*  Exchequer,  —  — 

Eaft  India  Company,  — 

Bank  of  England,  — 

By  remaining  annuities  of  one  life  each, 
granted  on  the  lotteries  of  1745  and  1746. — 
Ditto  on  the  3  per  cent,  annuities  of  1757  and 
1761 ;  as  alfo  on  the  annuities  of  i  per  cent, 
for  98  years  to  the  fubfcribers  to  the  loan  of 
i2,ooo,oool.  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
3762,  together  with  the  charges  of  management 
to  the  Bank  of  England,  —  *■ 

South  Sea  Company^  — 

Total, 


Principal  Debt. 

£.       J,  J. 

2,036,681  12  9r 

4,200,000    o  o 

96,362,945     I  si 


Jlnnual  Inttreji^  &c» 

i53'338    4    8 

127,687   10     o 

3,202,031     I   \0\ 


271125,309   13    Ml 


333»433    2 
829,507     8 


129,724,936    8    2^  4>645>997     7    5 


♦  The  land  taxci  and  duties  on  malt  being  annual  grants,  are  not  charged  in  this  account,  nor  the  1,000,000!. 
charged  on  the  dedu£tioA  of  6d.  per  pound  on  peafions,  nor  the  i,8oo,oooU  borrowed  in  1767,  charged  on  the 
fupplic»ini768. 
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1768      The  following  additional  duties  and  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  in  this  year,  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons. 

February  23. — Grew  or  crow  fait,  fait  fcale,  fand  fcalc,  cruftings,  or  other  foul  felt,  was 
allowed  to  be  taken  from  the  fait  works  in  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  to  ba 
fold  as  manure,  upon  payment  of  a  duty  of  4d.  per  bufliel  only. 

All  policies,  by  which  the  property  of  one  perfon,  or  of  a  particular  number  of  perfons  in 
one  general  partnerfhip,  or  of  one  body  politic  or  corporate,  in  any  fliip,  or  cargo,  or  both, 
fhould  be  afliircd  to  tlic  amount  of  more  than  loool,  was  voted  to  be  damped  with  two  five 
fhilling  {lamps. 

So  much  of  an  a£l,  made  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  George  III.  entitled,.  "  An  Aft  for  en- 
couraging the  Exportation  of  Rum  and  Spirits,  of  the  Growth,  Produce,  and  ManufaAure 
of  the  Britifli  Sugar  Plantations  from  this  Kingdom,  and  of  Britilh  Spirits  made  from  Me- 
laffes,'*  as  direfts  that  the  rum,  or  fpirits,  of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufaftures  of  tlie 
Britifli  fugar  plantations  in  America,  which  fliould  be  entitled  to  the  allowance  of  the  duty  of 
cuftom,  and  freed  from  the  duty  of  excifc,  on  exportation  thereof,  Ihould  be  proof  fpirits, 
was  repealed :  and  upon  the  exportation  of  fuch  rum,  or  fpirits,  there  was  an  allowance  or 
drawback,  of  all  the  duties  of  cuftoms  payable  upon  the  importation  thereof;  and  fuch  rum, 
or  fpirits,  were  freed  and  difchargcd  from  all  duties  of  excife,  though  the  fame  fliould  not 
be  proof  fpirits. 

A  general  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London^ 
irom  December  15,  1767,  to  December  13,  1768. 

Christened.  Buried^ 

Males,  8,321  Males,  12^134 

Females,  7,721  Females,  ^'^^S^S 


Total,  16,042  Total,  23,639 


Bills  of  births,  burials,  &c.  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Europe,  for  the  yeat 

1768. 
Paris, born,  i7»S78;  deaths,  20,808;  foundlings  received,  6,025. 

Amfterdam,— born,  4,741 ;  deaths,  9,656. 

Turin,— born,  2,962;  deaths,  3,167, 

Koningfberg,— births,  2,152;  deaths,   1,763. 

Dantzic, — ^biiths,  1,913;  deaths,  2,188. 

Mancheftcr  and  Selford,— births,  960 ;  deaths,  867;  marriages,  399. 

Darlington, births,   135;  deaths,   194;  marriages,  34. 

City  and  fuburbs  of  York, births,  410 ;  deaths,  505;  marriages,  179. 

Norwich, births,  1,049;  deaths,   1,136. 

Newcaftle  and  Gateftiead, births,  741  ;  deaths,  773. 

Sunderland, births,  249;  deaths,  403;  marriages,  91* 

Whitby, births,  226;  deaths,  203;  marriages,  51. 

Chefter, births,  380;  cleatlr,,  422;  marriages,    135. 

Liverpool, births,  1,057;  deaths,   1,073;  marriages,  483* 

3  IMPORTS 
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1768       IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  CHRisTMA^-1767,  to  Chrutt^as  1768. 

Countries*  Imports. 

Africa,      —                .i.  £.    67,249  14 

Canaries,                     — —  —            4»78s  S     5 

Denmark  and  Norway,  —                  79»043  ^  S     S 

Eaft  Country,                —  —        318,840  13     4 

Eaft  India,                    —  —            ^>S07»9^3  o    ^ 

Flanders,                         —  —             118,595  16     5 

France,                 —                  i33»'oo  7     3 

Germany,                —  ■  ■■        689,562  17     9 

Greenland,                          -■  12,483  15     6 

Holland,                —  —              4SS1814    4    9 

Ireland,                —  —                  1,236,094  o    .3 

Italy,               —                — "  —        67.3,91511     5 

Madeiras                  —  —                     3,864  16     8 

Portugal,                        —  —         391,502  3    fJ 

RuiTia,               -'—                —  —        ^34,817  13     6 

Spain,                        —  —               472,045  2     6 

Streightg,                        -^  —           12,212  18     6 

Sweden,                   —  —                     204,278  17     2 

Turkey,                      —  '         ^03,679  ly    4 

Venice,                 '  — •                  78,209  6     4 

Alderney,                 ■  '                '34  'S     o 

Guci-nfcy,                — —  — —             »x,a50  3    4 

Jerfcy,                 ■  — —           14»3'^^  ,9     ^ 

Anguilla,                        ■■  —  —            6,607  ^^     ' 

Antigua,                      •—— —  —         330,013  9     4 

Barbadoes,                            ■  —           a8 1,461  3     8 

Bermudas,            ■  ■                           829  8  ,  o 

Canada,                —                .«— —  37,16a  6    4 

Carolina,                 ■  ■         508,108  6  10 

Dominica,                —  -                       203,82.8  i±    B 

Florid?,                             ■■  *——           14,078  o     3 

Georgia,               —-  ■                 42,402  13   10 

Granades,                      —  —         376,940  it     -t, 

Hudfon'sBay,                '  —            8,008  7     6 

Jamaica,                 —         »  •—           1,215,628  19     9 

^               Montferrat,                ■  —          69,563  11    3 

Nevis,                — —  '                          71,144  17  i^ 

New  England,                ■  —        ^ 48, 3 75  3     6 

Newfoundland,                -—  —             48,357  o    6 

New  Providence,               —  — •            ^,523  6    4 

New  York,                •— —  —               S7,ii5  j  10 

Nova  Scotia,                    —  — *            1,247  2     6 

Pennfylyania«                —  —                59,406  8    ^ 

St,  Chriftophcr\                  *— —  301,328  15    6      ' 

St.  Croix,               —  —                  12,183  19    4 

St,  Lucia,                  — —  -ii-^               891  30 

St,  Thomas,               •—         —  19  5    o 

St.  Vincent,                          ■  —             35,762  6    8 

Tobago,                —            —  — .        ■           '  ■ 

Tortola,               — — ^          50,443  19  10 

Virginia  and  Maryland,  *        406,048  13  n 

Spanilh  Weft  Indies,         v  •■    ■                     34*633  8     i 


Weft  Indies  in  general. 


Totals,  11,878,661 


Exports, 

£.    612,392    9 

8 

39,840  19 

S 

178,041     7 

10 

124,121     5 

-3 

1,156,082  16 

8 

608,258    9 

I 

271,818  15 

7 

^>499»732     0 

4 

63  12 

0 

i»744»974  '5 

8 

.2,248,315     6 

5 

781,350  II 

IZ 

25,588    6 

3 

711,908   .4 

4 

126,569  14 

4 

1,076,005     7 

10 

•     91,005  18 

2 

56,352  19 

7 

109,194    7 

8 

41,294  r7 
662     8 

8 

6 

29,03 1     7 

6 

17*762     5 

9 

132, r39    9 

6 

191,601   17 

7 

10,526     9 

II 

110,598  12 

f 

289,868  12 

3 

18,411     3 

I 

32,572     0 

7 

56,562  13 

5 

[>X20,4i9  18 

2 

•    5,500  13 

9 

473,146  13 

3 

^S.S7*    5 

10 

15,874    0 

3 

4i9»7?7    9 
46,761     2 

4 

I 

6,752  13 

9 

482,930  14 

4 

19,571   r2' 

10 

432,107  r7 

4 

i43»739    0 

7 

6,387    4 

4 

'>4iSS3  13 

4 

485    0 
17,746    0 

2 

9 

475.954    6 

2 

4,694  18 

0 

3*328  IS 

8 

15,117,982  16 

I 

Exports  exceed  tkcImportSi  3i>39>'3>i  '3   '^ 
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OF      THE      ORIGIN"      OF      C  O  M  M  E  R  C  £r  Wf; 

X769  The  critical  ftate  of  our  American  colonics,  had  been  mentioned  In  a  very  particular  manner, 
from  the  Throne  at  the  opening  of  this  fcffion  of  Parliament,  in  the  preceding  month  of  No- 
vember ;  and,  on  this  account,  as  well  as  the  great  importance  of  the  fubjcft,  it  was,, of  courfe^ 
confidered  as  the  principal  objeft  of  parliamentary  attention*  Indeed,  the  public  looked  with, 
much  folicitude  to  the  operations  of  this  feflion ; .  when  it  was  hoped,  tliat  an  efFcftual  remedy 
would  be  found  for  the  growing  difcontents  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The 
heavy  cenfures  pafled  in  hi^Majefty's  fpeech  on  the  conduft  of  one  of  the  American  colonies^- 
could  not  but  increafe  the  general ;expe£tation  on  the  ilTue  of  a  bufinefs  in  which  the  whole 
£ritifh  enipire  was  fo  deeply  interefted  :  they  were  alfo  the  previous  tokens  of  the  new  fyftem. 
which  appeared  to  have  been  formed,  at  this  time,  in  regard  to  America,  and  the  determina-> 
tion  which. the  British  government  had  made  to  change  the  lenity  and  forbearance  hitherto  ex*- 
ercifed,  into  feverity  and  compulfion. 

A  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Comtnonshad  been  formed  early  in  the  feflion,  for  the 
purpofe  of  an  enquiry  into  American  affairs,  and  many  and  long  debates  took  place  on  the 
interefling  fubjefts  which  naturally-  arofe  in  the  courfe  of  fuch  an  important  inveftigation. 
At  length,  however,  an  addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  King  by  both  Houfes,  wherein  they 
paded  the  (evereft  cenfures  on  the  condud  of  the  Ailembly  of  Maflachufets,  and  declared  its 
refolutions,  which  tended  to  call  in  queftion  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature  to  make 
laws  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  to  be  illegal,  unconditutional,  and  deroga- 
tory from  the  Grown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  The  circular  letter  alfo,  which  that  af- 
fembly  had  written  to  the  other  colonies,  inviting  them  to  join  in  a  common  petition  againft 
thofe  claims,  was  condemned  as  illegal,  unconftitutional,  and  unwarrantable  in  a  people  who 
acknowledged  themfelvcs  fubjeft  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  no  Icfs  reprobated  as 
injurious  to  thb  Britifh  nation,  and  evidently  calculated  to  fpread  difcontent  and  create  fadtions^ 
hoftile  to  the  parent  ftate,  and  direftly  fubverfive  of  its  Sovereignty  over  the  colonies,. 

The  town  of  Bofton,  in  particular,  was  reprcfented,  by  this  addrefs,  as  the  feat  of  lawlefs 
tumult,  in  which  no  refpeft  was  paid  to  the  civil  government,  and  wliere  the  officers  of  his 
Majefty's  revenues  were*  not  only  obftrufted  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  but-had  been  ia^ 
man ifcft  danger  of  lofing  their  lives  on  attempting  to  execute  it.  It  was  therefore  urged,,  that: 
the  executive  power  ought  to  intcrpofo,  in  order  to  effeft  that  by  force,  which  lenity  had  nor,, 
hitherto^  been  able  to  produce. 

In  (hort,  after  condemning,  in  the  moft  unreferved  manner,  tfiewholc  conduft  of  the.peo* 
pie  of  Bofton,  the  addrefs  exprelled  a  moft  hearty  concurrence  in  the  meafures  that  had.  been 
taken  to  reduce  that  town  and  province  to  the  obedience  due  to  Great  Britain.  It  promifed  a 
firm  fupport  of  all  the  meafures  neceffary  for  that  end,  and  concluded  by  advifing,  that  an  ex- 
emplary punifhment  fhould  be  inflifted  on  the  authors  of  the  late  diforders.  For  this  purpofe 
it  was  requefted,  tlwt  George  Barnard  might  be  direfted  to  tranfmit  the  fulleft  informatioa 
he  could  obtain,  of  all  treafons  or  mifprifion  of  treafon  committed  within  his  gpvcrnment,.. 
fince  December  30,  1767,  &c.  that  his  Majefty  mightiflTue  a  fpccial  commiflion  for  enquiring, 
into  and  determining  upon  riie  guilt  of  the  offenders  within  this  realms  according  to  a  ftatute 
of  Henry  VIll.  in  cafe  his  Majefty,  ©n  the  Governor's  report,  fhould .  fee  fufficicnt  ground: 
for  fuch  proceeding. 

This  conduft  of  adminiftration  was  violently  and  ably  oppofed  :  but  whether  the  Americans  . 
were  right  or  wrong,  was  no  longer  a  qweftion.     An  idea  was  now  adopted,  that  the  dignity 
of  .the  ftate  muft,  at  all  hazards,  be  fupported.     This  was  indeed  an  argument  of  no  fmalt 

weight  -^ 
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1769  weight;  but  the  occalion  on  which  a  nation's  honour  is  to  be  r.fTcrtcd  demanded  an  equal  fl??Te 
of  confideration.  However,  the  Miniflry  of  that  period,  were  of  opinion  that  the  clrcurn- 
ftances  of  the  moment  jnftified  the  meafurcs  they  had  adopted,  ar.d  intended  to  purf-.e,  to 
fuHain  the  honour  of  government,  and  that  they  fhould  prove  thenifcives  enemies  to  tlie  na- 
tional charafter,  if  they  did  not  infill  on  a  circA  and  explicit  acknov.Icc'^rr.cnt  of  the  fo' 
vcrcignty  of  Great  Britain  from  the  American  colonies. 

As  the  agreement  which  the  Eaft  India  Company  had  entered  into  with  Government,  as 
well  as  the  aft  for  rcftraining  their  dividends  were  now  near  expirijig,  the  comnanv  thought  it 
a  proper  time,  before  another  rcftraining  bill  was  brought  in,  to  make  propofal;  to  the  Mi- 
niftry,  for  the  bafis  of  a  new  agreement;  to  obtain,  if  polTible,  more  equitable  conditions, 
and  to  fettle  their  affairs  upon  a  more  permanent  foundation.  A  long  ncgoti::tIon,  therefore, 
-was  entered  into  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  many  propofals  made  and  refufcd. 

The  great  point  which  the  company  had  in  view,  was  to  obtain  fome  return  or  compenfa-- 
tion  for  the  great  fum  of  money  which  they  annually  paid  to  government.  For  this  purpofe, 
among  feveral  other  propofals,  a  prolongation  of  their  charter  for  five  years  was  required,  and 
confidej-ed  as  a  moderate  equivalent;  it  was,  however,  abfolutcly  refufed. 

The  obtaining  m,oney  from  the  company,  was  now  become  a  part  of  the  fyftem  of  govern- 
•nient;  and  was  confidered  almoft  as  apart  of  the  current  fervice.  The  interference  in  their 
affairs,  by  reftricl-ing  their  dividends,  demonftrated  to  that  body,  that  they  were  in  the  hands 
-of  a  power  which  they  were  unable  to  refift.  They  could  not  indeed  but  perceive,  that  it  was 
too  late  to  make  conditions,  and  that  even  a  fmall  relaxation  of  the  rcflriftivc  power,  was  rather 
confidered  as  a  favour  than  acknowledged  as  a  compenfation. 

In  thefe  circumfiances,  after  a  long  train  of  negotiation,  and  the  holding  of  feveral  general 
courts  upon  the  fubjeft,  an  agreement  was  at  length  concluded,  and  a  bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in  to  confirm  it,  and  palled  into  a  law. 

By  this  agreement,  -the  company  continue  to  pay  to  the  public  for  five  years  *to  come,  the 
annual  fum  of  400,000!.  They  are  at  liberty  to  increafe  their  dividend  in  that  time  to  12^ 
per  cent,  the  encrcafe  not  to  exceed  one  percent,  in  any  one  year.  If  the  company  from  any 
caufe  are,  during  that  time,  under  a  neceflity  of  reducing  their  dividends,  an  equal  fum  fliall 
be  dedufted  from  the  annual  payment  made  to  government ;  but  if  their  dividend  (hould  be 
reduced  to  fix  per  cent,  then  the  payment  to  the  public  is  to  be  difcontinued.  The  company 
are  bound  to  export  during  this  term,  Britifti  goods  equal  in  value,  upon  an  average,  with 
thofe  exported  annually  for  the  laft  five  years :  and  .if  any  furplus  of  the  company's  cafli  fliall 
remain  in  England,  after  payment  of  Certain  fpecificd  debts,  it  is  to  be  lent  to  the  public  at 
two  per  cent. 

Such  were  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  and  fuch  the  opulence  of  a  company  of  merchants, 
as,  befidcs  the  immenfe  fums  they  paid  to  government  in  duties,  to  be  in  a  capacity  to  afFprd 
a  yearly  douceur  to  the  public,  which  would  be  no  inconfiderablc  revenue  to  a  fovereign 
Prince. 

At  this  period,  the  French  Eaft  India  Company  prefents  a  very  different  commercial  pidlure. 
This  trading  fociety,  which  had  long  made  a  very  capital  figure  in  the  commercial  world,  and 
feemed,  within  a  very  few  years,  to  have  been  on  the  point  of  obtaining  a  monopoly  of  trade 
and  power  in  the  Eaft,  now  funk  into  a  ruined  and  bankrupt  ftate.  The  King  immediately 
iufpeaded  tlieir  exclufive  privileges,  and  laid  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  open  to  all  his  fubje^s ; 

con-* 
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3^69  coniigning,  at  the  fame  time,  the  affajrs  of  the  company,  to  the  care  of  the  miniflry  to  adjuft 
and  fettle*  But  the  various  fchemes  which  were  then  formed  for  the  reftoration  of  the  old 
company,  and  the  eftabliflime^it  of  a  new  one,  were  accompanied  with  fuch  infurmountable 
difficulties,  as  to  prove  wholly  ineffeduaL  .  Nor  was  the  laying  open  of  the  trade  attended  with 
the  fucceft  that  was  expefted ;  the  merchants  being  very  flow  in  engaging  in  it»  though  the 
King,  by  way  of  encouragement,  lent  them  fome  of  his  own  ftiips  to  convey  their  commodi- 
ties to  the  Eaft.  The  garrifon  and  civil  eftablifliments' were,  however,  fupported  in  their  ex- 
ifling  form  by  the  crown. 

French  conimerce  was  alfo,  at  this  time,  greatly  diftrelled  by  a  continued  courfe  of  bank* 
Tuptcies,  for  very  large  fums,  throughout  the  kingdom-:  one  of  thefe  failures,  at  Marfeilles, 
was  for  the  amazing  fum  of  20,000,000  of  livres.  The  defperate  manoeuvre  of  the  French 
minifter,  which,  at  one  ftroke,  reduced  the  intereft  of  the  public  funds  to  if  per  cent,  with- 
out allowing  an  alternative  of  withdrawing  their  money  to  the  public  creditors,  and  at  the 
fame  time  taking  away  the  furvivorfliip  in  the  tontines.,  ftruck  at  the  root  of  all  national  faith, 
and  was  attended  with  very  fatal  confequences  to  the  private,  as  well  as  public  credit  of  the 
nation. 

7«^  12.— The  following  quelKonwjis  determined  by  ballot  at  the  Eaft  India  Houfe,  by 
279  votes  againft  259 — *^  That  this  court  do  agree  with  the  court  of  direftors,  that  it  is  necef- 
fary,  at  this  tim^  to  fend  out  a  comipillion  with  extraordinary  powers,  to  regulate  their  af- 
fairs in  India.^ 

The  circumftanccs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  at  tliis  period,  required,  fome  decifivc  regu- 
lations relative  to  the  oriental  adminiftration  of  their  affairs  ;  which  might,  among  other  good 
confequences,  remove  the  diflatisfa&ion  which  had  prevailed  throughout  the  nation  with  re- 
ipe£k  to  the  management  of  them. 

The  confequences  of  the  late  war  in  the  Carnatic.were  not  confined  to  th^  Eaft  Indies :  the 
.  alarm  was  caught  at  home,  where  the  diftance^of  the  objed,  and  the  uncertain  knowledge  of 
the  danger^  having  room  to  operate  upon  the  imagination,  muftiplied,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes, 
the  fears  of  the.  people  concerned  in  fo^reat  a  degree^  that  India  ftock  fell  above  60  per  cent, 
in  a  few  days*  It  was  in  vain  that  the  dire£lpcs  produced  ,  their  difpatches  from  India,  and 
Aewed  that  the  Company  had  never  been  in  a  more  flourilhing  flate  :  the  contrary  opinion 
was  fo  prevalent,  that  time  alone  could  correct  the  confcqyences  of  it. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  direAors  thought  it  neccflary  to  take  fome  effeflual  meafures  to 
check  the  abufes  and  mifmanagements  which  had  fo  much  difgraced  the  Company's  govern- 
ment in  India,  and  which  had  been  fo  pernicious  .to  its  intcrefts^both  there  and  at  home.— 
For  this  important  pmrpofe,  it  was  thought  neceflary  that  three  gentlemen  of  charafter,  as  well 
as  of  great  ability  and  experience  in  the  Company's  affairs  in  that  p^rt  of  the<  world,  fhould 
be  invefted  with  extraordinary  powers,  and  fent  thither  under  the  charader  of  fupervifors,  with 
'  full  authority  to  examine  into  and  rectify  the  concerns  of  every  department,  and  a  full  power 
of  controul  over  all  their  other  fervants  in  India.  This  refolution  of  the  diredors  was  con- 
£rmed,  as  we  have  juft  related,  by  a  vote  of  the  general  court  of  proprietors ;  and,  after  fome 
•delays,  occalibned  by  the  interference  of  government,  Mr.  Vanfittart,  Mr.  Serafton,  and  Co* 
lonel  Ford,  all  of  whom  had  before  ferved  with  reputation,  the~two  firft  in  a  civil,  and  the 
latter  in  a  military  capaci^,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  were  accordingly  appointed  to  this 
fervice. 
•     Vol.  IV.  R  According 


153  AN     HISTORICAL     AND      CUROHOLOOICAL      DIffUCTlOM 

A.  n. 

1769  According  to  the  accoant  of  1  French  writer  on  the  fubje£t  of  (be  Guinea  trade,  the  fol- 
lowing numlxr  of  negro  lUves  wcic  this  year  bartered  for  on  die  eoaft  of  Africa,  from  Cape 
Blanco  to  Kio  Congo,  by  the  different  European  nations. 

Grpat  Britain,  —  53.100 

Britilh  America,  —  f>?3-o 

France,  —  23,520  *  ■    - 

Holland,  —  11.300 

Poitugal,  —  17,00  , 

Denmark,  —  .    i.aoo 


InaU, 


97,130  Bought  by  barter  for  European  and  Indian 
manufaflures,  chiefly  at  about  15I.  each. 

Total  amount  of  BritiHi  (hips  and  feamen  employed  in  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and 


her  colonics  on  the  continent  of  America,  in  this  year. 

Culonltt. 

Stifs. 

Seiimm. 

Hodron-s  Bay,                  —                    — 

4 

'30 

Labrador,  (American  veflcls)   120 

Newfoundland,  (2,<X10  boats;              — 

38.. 

10,560 

Canada,                 _                _                _ 

34 

408 

Uova  Scotia,                  —                  — 

6 

72 

New  England,                 —                   — 

•46 

ss» 

Rhode  Illand,  ConneAicut,  and  New  Hampthire, 

3 

36 

New  York,               _              _              _ 

30 

33"> 

Pennfylvania,                  —                    — 

35 

390 

Virginia  and  Maryland,            —            — 

330 

3,960 

North  Carolina,                —                — 

34 

408 

South  Carolina,               —               — 

140 

i,68a 

Georgia,                —                —                — 

»4 

S40 

St.  Auguftine^               —               — 

a 

S4 

Peafiicolv               —               —               — 

10 

120 

Toul  &ip(, 


1,078- 


28,910.   Total  feamciu 


The  nomber  of  fliipf  which  pafled  the  Sound  this  year,  is  as  follows  ;• 


From  Bremen, 

99 

From  Lubeck, 

49 

—   Courland, 

10 

~—   Pruffia, 

296 

^—   Dcnmarlc, 

1,03a 

Ruffiai 

3S 

Dantzick, 

262 

—  Roftock, 

62 

England, 

1,842 

Sweden, 

M49 

——   France, 

n 

' Spun, 

3 

^~  Holland, 

2,50s 

—  Hamburg, 

20 

Total, 

7.380 

or      THE      ORIOIN      OF     .COMMERCE. 
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The  following  bills  relating  to  trade  and  commerce,  received  the  royal  aflcnt  this  year:— 
A  bill  to  continue  and^imcnd  an  aft  for  Wie  free  importation  of  Irifli  faltcd  provifions  for  a 
further  limited  time,  and  alfo  from  the  American  colonies. 

For  carrying  into  execution' propofals  made  by  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  the  payment  of 
400,0001.  annually  to  the  public,  for  a  limited  time. 

For  making  pcrpetu?.!  an  aft  of  the  ift  of  George  III.  to  continue  the  duties  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  coinage  of  money. 

For  allowing  liberty  to  carry  rice  from  Soutli  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  other  parts  of 
America.  ^  - 

For  making  a  navigable  cut  or  canal  from  Oxford  to  Coventry. 
For  further  encouraging  the  growrh  of  filk  in  America. 
For  the  better  fecuring  the  duties  of  cuftoms. 

For  permitting  die  free  importation  of  raw  hides  from  Ireland  and  America, 
For  difcontinuing  upon  the  exportation  of  iron  imported  in  foreign  (hips,  the  drawbacks  of 
fuch  parts  of  the  duties  payable  thereon,  as  exceed  the  duties  payable  upon  iron  impprted  in 
Britifli  fliips,  &c.  ... 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Clyde. 

For  permitting  from  Jerfey  and  Guernfey  the  exportation  of  goods  to  Newfoundland. 
For  the  prcfervation  of  harbour  moorings,  and  puni(hing  ptrfons  ftcaling  his  Majefty's 
naval  (lores. 

Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year;— 
For  16,000  feamen,  including  marines,  &c.  — 

For  17,142  land-forces,  &c.  —  •       — 

For  maintaining  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  Gibraltar,  &c.  &c. 
For  the  difference  of  pay  between  tlic  BritiOi  and  Irifli  cfiablilhmenti 
of  five  regiments  and  four  companies  of  foot,  &c,  — 

For  tlic  pay  of  the  general  and  flaff-ofiicers,  &c*  — -  — 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pay,  &c.  to  certain  reduced  officers,  ice 
For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  &c.  .  —  — . 

Towards  building  and  repairing  (hips,  &c.  &c.  — 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervlce, 
For  feryices  performed  by  ditto  for  ditto,  not  provided  for  by  Parlu« 
nientini768,  —  —  —  — 

For  widows  penfions,  &cc,  ^  —  — .  — 

For  reduced  officers,  &c.  ^—  — .  «« 

For  allowances  to  certain  reduced  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of 
the  two  reduced  troops  of  horfe-guards,  &c.  — •  -^     . 

Towards  the  charge  of  Chelfea  out-penfioners,  *— 

Towards  the  civil  cftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia,  — 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  — ^  . —  —  -^ 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  &c.  —  —  .    — 

Diuo  of  Weft  Florida,  &c.  —  —  — 

On  account  of  furveys  in  A-merica,  —  —  — 

Towards  the  civil  eftabli(hment  of  Senegambia,  — 


832,000  o 

^2,673  15 

397*835  18 

4,661  12 

12,203  ^^ 

4.763  5 
410,255    8 

ii8a,4i3  o 

177,947  18 


43,812 

1,480 

127,020 


19 
o 

o 


d. 
o 

7 

7i 

7 
6i 

o 

I 

o 

o 

o 
o 
o 


o 
10 


1,331    o 

^07,394  »5 

4.37517  II 
3,086 .  o    o 

4»7S^    o 
4,800     o 

1.785    4 
5.550     o 


o 
o 
o 
o 
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Carried  forward, 
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AM     UlSJOKICAt     ABTD     CKROSOX.OGT  C  A  L     DCDCCTtOV 


Tr>  Clarfes  Dsngfey  of  Londoo,  mtrebant,  as  a  reward  for  his  having 
eteSUd  and  brongbf  ro  pcrfcAion,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poblic,  a  wind 
tem-mill  zt  Lttncboole,  for  the  ptirpofe  of  manxdaiBtanag  timber  into 
wzinfcot  and  deab ;  and  as  a  rccooipence  for  the  lo(s  he  fuftaincd  in  the 
wllfol  deftnaAkyn  of  the  iaid  wind  faw-auU,  bj  a  nnmbrr  of  riocoos  and 
diibrdertf  perfens^  —  —  —  — 

To  <ft^bafge  the  arrears  of  the  ciril  lift;  —  — 

Towards  ereAing  a  nnig;u»ne  for  gunpowder  in  Portfinoiidi  harbovr, 
Towar<!s  the  eztraordinaries  of  the  land^fixces,  &c  not  pronlcd  for 
Djr  Par*jaflienty  ^—  — •  •■•  "^ 

For  replacing  to  the  finking  fond  the  like  fom  iflned  thereout^ 
Forditco,  —  —  —  ^- 

To  the  Foundling  Hofpitd^  -..»«» 

To  ditto,  to  apprentice  ceruin  children,  *-  -^ 

To  repaf  the  governors  of  the  laid  hofpi  tal  the  like  fom  advanced  bjr  diem. 
To  make  good  the  Uke  fom,  ifliied  bj  his  Majeftj  orders,  in  porfa»- 
anceof  theaddreflesoftfae  HonfeofCosunonsy  — 

Towards  an  additional  boilding,  &c.  to  the  Hoiiie  of  Commons* 
Towards  dilcbargii^  the  debu  oi  die  navjr,  — »  -« 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  gnmu  for  the  fervioe  of  1768, 
For  repatfing  and  maintaining  forts,  Sec.  on  the  coaft  of  Africa* 
To  pay  the  prizes  in  die  prefent  lottery,  &c  «-  — * 

To  the  Levant  Company,  to  affift  it  in  carrying  on  its  trade. 
Towards  makii^  a  new  road  to  Holyhead  at  the  foot  of  Penmaen  Mawr* 
To  Frederick  Lafontaine,  lie*  to  encourage  the  making  of  laltpetre* 


3,030,140 
I1 


6    11 

o   o 


Total  of  Supplies,. 
Ways  and  MfAiis  for  this  year  :— 

Malt'taX,  —  -.  mm.  '  mmm 

The  bnd^taar^  —  —  — . 

By  Exchequer  bills,  «»»»•» 

The  Eaft  India  Company,  —  ^^      *         -«» 

Lottery,  —  — .  ».  ^^ 

Out  of  certain  fiivings,  &e«  «-»  «— »  — r     . 

Certain  fnrplofles,  «•  -«  •«  — 

From  the  finlung  fbnd^  .^  •«  .^ 

Out  of  certain  unapplied  monies,  &c.  —  «» 

Out  of  certain  monies  in  the  Exchecjaer,  for  the  difpofid  of  Parfiament, 

Total  of  ways  and  means. 
Supply  granted,  -« 

Excels  of  proyiiionsi  m 


2,000 

0 

0 

S«3.S" 

0 

0 

4,fuoo 

0 

0 

«38»5S7 

z 

a 

47.53' 

18 

6 

18,950 

3 

4i 

»9.9S7 

10 

0 

S»6oo 

0 

0 

3,231 

16 

0 

16,500 

0 

0 

3,000. 

0 

a 

400,000 

0 

0 

186,043 

I 

n 

2,000 

0 

0 

600,000 

0 

0 

5,coo 

0 

0 

2,oa> 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

^,900,002 

17 

lot 

c 

s* 

dL 

700^000 

0 

0 

I,p8,s68 

II 

"* 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

'  400,000 

0 

0 

•  780,000 

0 

0 

30,000 

a 

0 

135.177 

IS 

6J 

1,664,822 

4 

Si 

109,864 

19 

4i 

59.879    8    si- 

7,208,312    19     9|: 

6,900)002  17  lof 

~— ■— — *—^— — ^— *• 

.    308,310    I  III- 
Kf  The 
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i^  The  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloatbing  of  the  militia  for  this  year^  from  March  25,  1769, 
.  was  ordered  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  ariiing  by  the  land-taj(  granted  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  i269« 

Additional  duties,  regulation  of  duties,  and  bounties  in  this  year. 

March  14.— The  duties  of  excife,,  payable  upon  feal  ikins,  tanned,  tawed,  or  drefled,  withiit 
this  kingdom,  were  taken  off;  and  in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  excife  of  i^  was  laid  upon  every 
.pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  fucb  Ikins  :  tlie  faid  duty  was  applied  to  the  iame  ufes  as  tbofc 
taken  off  had  been  appropriated. 

April  1 1  .-«Sucb  of  the  monies  as  (hould  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  after 
'April  4,  1769,  and  before  April  5,  1770,,  of  the  produce*  of  tlu:  duties  charged  by  an  ^Si  oF 
the  fifth  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  upon  the  importation  and  exportation  of  gum  Senega  and 
gum  V^rabic,  were  ordered  to  be  applied  towards  making  good  th&  fupply  granted  to  hi» 
Majefty,  . " 

jf/r//  I2.— Such  part  of  the  duties  which  had  been,  pr  fliould  be,  paid  upon  iron  imported 
into  foreign-built  (hips,  navigated  by  foreigners,  s^s  exceeds  the  duties  payable  Upon  iron  im- 
ported in  Britilhrbuilt  Ihips,  navigated  by  Britifli  fubjedis,  were  TOted  not  to  be  drawaback. 
vpon  re-exportation » 

•  The  drawback  formerly  payable  upon  the  exportation  of  foreign  rough  hemp,  and  which 
was  difcontinued  by  an  ad  of  the  iixtb  of  his  prefent  Majefty,<  was  reftored,  upon  condition 
that  the  pre-emption  thereof  be  offered  to  the  commifSoners  of  the  navy.  The  a£t  of  the 
'fourth  of  bis  prefent  Majcfty,  for  granting  a  liberty  ta  carry  rice  from,  the  provinces  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  diredly  to  any  part  of  America  tothe  fouthwardof  the  faid  provinces  ; 
and  alfo  a  claufe  in  an  aft  of  the  fifth  of  his  faid  Majefty,  for  more  efFeftually  fecuring  and 
cucouraging  the  trade  of  his  Majefty^s  American  dominions;  for  lepeaiing  the  inland  duty  on 
coffee,  and  granting  an  inland  duty  on  all  coffee  imported,  except  of  the  growth  of  the  Britifh. 
dominions  in  America;  for  altering  the  bounties  and  drawbacks  upon  fugars  exported i  for 
repealing  part  of  an  aft  of  the  twenty-third  of  bis  late  Majeily,  whereby  bar  iron  made  in  the 
iaid  dominions,  was  prohibited. to  be  exported  fron^  Great  Br itain>  or  carried  coaftwife;  and 
for  regulating  the  fees  of  the  officers  of  the  cuComsin  the  faid  dominions,  which  gives;  liberty 
to  export  rice  from  North  Carolina,  in  the  iaipe  manner  as  are  enafted  by  the  aft  of  the  fourth 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  with  refpeft  to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  being'near  expiring,  were 
thought  fit  to  be  continued. 

Jpril  15. — The  aft  of  the  firft  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  to  continue  the  duties  for  the  en^ 
couragement  of  coinage  of  money,  was  made  perpetuaL 

April  17.— ^The  annual  fum  of  i,5CX>I.  granted  to  his  Majefly  for  the  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  ta  be  diftributed  among  the  clerks,  in  jcompenfation  for  the  advantages  which  they  en- 
joyed from  their  fending  and  receiving  letters  and  packets  free  from  the  duty  of  poftage,  before 
the  cotnmencement  of  the  aft  of  the  fourtli  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  preventing  frauds  and 
abufes  in  fending  and  receiving  letters  and  packets  free  from  the  duty  of  poftage,  was  made 
payable  out  of  the  revenues  from  the  poft- office^ 

April  i8» — As  the  further  encouragement  of  the  growth  and  culture  qf  raw  filk,  in  his  Ma^^ 
jefl^y^s  dominions  in  America,  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  trade  and  manufaftures  of 
Great  Britain,  a  bounty  was  granted  in  the  manner  following,  viz..  during  the  firft  feven  years, 
thef  fum  of  2^5!;  for  every  lOoU  value  of  fuch  raw  filk ;  during  the  next  feven  years,  the  fum  of 
.2tol.  for  every  lool.  and  during  the  laft  feven  years,  the  fum  of  151.  for  every  lOoL  whicbwas 
ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  his  Majefty's  cnitdms. 

IMPORTS 
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t34  AK     HlSTtiltrCAL     AUD     C  h  R  0  »  OtOG  I  C  A  L     D  E  D  V  C  T  I  O  If 


A    U. 


J769        IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1768,  to  Christmas  1769. 

Countries.  Imports.  Exports. 

Africa,  —  ~  —  £.  58,955  126  £. 

CanarieSy  —  - 

Denmark  and  Norv/ay, 

Ealt  Country,  — 

Eaft  India,  — 

plandcrs,        .         "^  " 

France,  —  — 

Germany,  — 

Greenland,  — 

Holland,  ^-  — 

Ireland,  — 

Jtaiy,  ~  — 

Madeiras,  —  — 

Portugal,  — 

Ruflia,  —  — 

Spain,  —  — 

Strc'ghts,  — 

Sweden,  —  — 

Turkey,  — 

Venice,  —  -^ 

Alderncy,  — 

Gucrnfey,'  ^►^  — 

Jerfey,  -^  — 

Anguilla,        —  — 

Antigua,  — ^  r— 

Barbadocs,  '— ^ 

Bermudas,  *—  ~* 

Canada,  ---  ^ 

Carolina,  —  .— - 

Dominica,  — 

Florida,  -^  — 

<yeorgia,  — 

Grenades,  -—  — 

Hudfon's  Bay,  — 

Jamaica,  —  — 

Montferrat,  —  — 


...  / 


Nevis,  —  - 

New  England, .  — 

Newfoundlana,  — 

New  Providence, 
New  York,  -— 

Nova  Scotia,  — 

Pennfylvania,  — • 

St.  Croix,.  — 

St,  Kitts,  — 

St.  Vincent,  — 

Tobago,  — 

Tortola,  — 

Virginia  anri  Maryland, 
Spanilh  VVcfc  Indies 


Imports 

r. 

—  £'  58*955  12 

6 

6,612   5 

It 

82,469  8 

4 

~   159.4S1  13 

9 

-   1.863,233  14 

xo 

103,27b  18 

3 

91,245  6 

II 

619,181  II 

9 

—    21,353  0 

5 

323,720  14 

5 

1,265,107  12 

8 

—   93^045  19 

0 

4*935  9 

7 

369,120  9 

I 

—  1,038,614  15 

lO 

577»8i6  6 

4 

7^775  S 

7 

182,896  8 

3 

144.419  17 

3 

—    60.376  5 

8 

112  I 

0 

17,9  2  12 

I 

~    14,703  7 

3 

3^747  17 

1 

232,680  8 

254,092  15 

6 

1,744  19 

3 

43»434  2 

3 

387,114  12 

I 

158,543  2 

4 

1,744  12 

2 

82,270  2 

3 

307,562  15 

I 

—    7,087  5 

7 

1,266,630  9 

4 

'  77.653  16 

0 

—    40,379  4 

6 

X29.253  3 

8 

50.835  3 

3 

4.435  15 

II 

73»466  3 

9 

.  2,270  3 

7 

—   26,111  u 

4 

18,220  I 

3 

224,096  9 

9 

70,772  9 

3 

54,560  I 

5 

361, b92  12 

0 

—    81,494  2 

6 

11,908,560  16 

5 

005, 1  «0 

i 

II 

36,036 

3 

169,155^ 

6 

2 

7+*42^ 

3 

2 

1,205,388 

18 

4 

623,579 

2 

10 

113,310 

9 

II 

i.338.»66 

9 

8 

72 

0 

0 

1,658,551 

13 

I 

1,964,742 

I 

9 

746,220 

6 

2 

27.459 

2 

*> 

;) 

545»3^7 

2 

2 

15^-777 

II 

5 

830,893 

«9 

6 

142,237 

'5 

4 

57^211 

14 

8 

90,880 

12 

6 

74-37^ 

8 

8 

814 

18 

7 

37.508 

14 

10 

27»47i 

b 

5 

151,642 

2 

9 

165,050 

10 

9 

12,621 

8 

9 

174.435 

5 

7 

306,600 

5 

6 

^  31.863 

10 

1 

29.509 

4 

10 

58,340 

'2 

4 

J  13.054 

6 

8 

4^655 

570,468 

13 

4 

10 

ir 

23,110 

I 

9 

10,428 

9 

5 

207,993 

14 

3 

64,080 

c 

4 

6,682 

10 

8 

74.918 

7 

10 

19.271 

0 

2 

199,909 

17 

II 

2,809 

4 

10 

115,609 

10 

4 

33'720 

16 

]o 

6,119 

0 

0 

27,106 

12 

10 

488,362 

15 

I 

J>.352 

3 

7 

Totals,  11,908,560  16    5  13.438,236    6  iL 

*  '  '■  ■  ■        ^— — I,,    I       , 

Exports  exceed  the  Imports,  '. 5^95675  10    6 
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1769      The  chriftentr^t.  ahd  borials  vitbia  tbe  bills  of  mdrtalit^  of  London  aiid  Weftminfler  for 
this  year,  are  as  follows  ; 
Cbriilened,  Males,  8^569  Buried,  Males^  111^33 

Females^  8^)145  Females^  10,814 


16,714  21,847 

At  Paris,— the  births  amounted  to  19,445;  deaths,  18,427;  marriage^ ,  4,86o»  Tbe  nufn«-' 
ber  of  foundlings  received  into  the-hofpitals  there,  were  6,426* 
1770  The  troops  which  were  ftationed  at  Bofton  had  not  produced  thoie  ends  for  which  they  bad- 
been  fent  thither;  the  colonies  ilill  cominued  their  former  refolution  to  oppofe  Briti(h  impor-- 
tations.  AiTociatioiis  were  publicly  farmed  for  this  purpofe ;  ihcy  met  Tegalarlyt  as  if  duly^ 
atithorifed  by  law  ;  andappointed  commi'ttees  to  infpeft  the  cargoes^  of  all  veiTels  arriving  from* 
Britain.  Severe  cenfilres  were  palTed  upon  all  who  refufed  to  concur  in  thofe  aflbciations  ; 
afnd  their  names  were  publKhed  in  the  newfpapcrs,  as- enemies  to  tlieir  country.  In  fome 
cafes,  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain  were  immediately  feized  as  foon  as  landed ;  and 
fecurcd  in  wareboufes  to  prevent  their  fale;  in  other  ca(e$  they  were  re-{hipped  and  feat  bade 
ta Great  Britain. 

Nothing,  however^  had  yet  been  done  in  England  refpeAing  the  affairs  of  the  colonies ;. 

\    bat  a  petition  being,  at  this  tune,  .prefented  by  the  American  merchants,  fetting  forth  the 

•  great  lofles  they  had  fufiained  by,  and  the  fatal  effects  of  the  late  laws,  which,  for  the  purpofe 

of  ratfinga  revenue  in  the  colonies,  had  impofed  duties  upon  goods  exported  from  Great  Bri* 

tain  ;  the  Miniftry  of  Great  Britain  thought  proper  to  bring  in  a  bllJ  ta  repeal  fo  much  of  the- 

...•    .lateadf  as  related  to  the  impofing  a  duty  oiv  paper,  painter's  colours  jind  gla£s ;  but  in  order 

to  preferve  the  dignity  of  the  legiflature,  and  o^erely  ^o  fave  tile  national  houour,.  tbe  duty: 

.  tipon  tea  was  continued. 

Many  ftrong  arguments  were  produced  in  favour  of  repealing  the  aft  in  toto ;  among. which^ 
it  was  infifled  that  the  tax  would  amount-to  no  more  than  fixteen.thoufand  pounds  ;  that  to 
coUeft  it,  the  whole  eUablrihrnent  of  cuftomboufes,  &c.  juuft  be  continued,  and  that  it  would 
be  very  naturally  confidercd  in  America,  as  an  inkt  to  other  taxes  on  tbef^me  plan,  whenever 
time  and  opportunity  were  more  favourable xhan  the  prefcnt,  for  the  Britijh  Miniilry  to  make 
fuch  an  attempt  :—fubfequent  experience  too  fully  proved,.  Uiat  this  mode  of  reafoning  was 
founded  in  truth.  The  continuance  of  the  duty  upon  tea,  trifling  as  it  was,  excited  difcon- 
tents  in  the  colonies  to  a  very  violent  degree,  and  their  objeftions  to  it  were  precifely  thofe 
which'had  been  ofFcrsd  by  the  oppolition  in  Parliament ;  that  it  would  be  n^de  a. precedent,, 
upon  which  others  of  the  fame  nz^tura.  might  in  future  be  demanded. 

March  26. — At  a  general  court  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  at  their  houfe  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  the  following  queilion  was  deteunined  by  ballots 

•*  That  the  dividend  on  the  capkal  ftoct  of  this  -company,  for  the  half  year,  commencing  at 
Chriftmas  laft,  and  ending  at  Midfummer  next^  be  at  fix  per  cent,"  1        ^ 

.    For  the  queftion,   139  Againft  it,  iv. 

The  following  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  appeared  on.tlie  ;27th  of  Apiil,  in  the  Lon^^ 
don  Gazette. 

•*  yovhf  26  die  yfprritSf   1770. 

**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  forthwith  give  notice,  that  thefum  of  1,500,000!:  capital 
Hock  of  annuities,  after  tlie  rate  of  3!.  io$»  per  cent,  eilablifhed  by  an  aft  made  in  the  29th) 
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2,400,000 

0 

0 

83*333 

6 

8 

120,000 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

150,000 

0 

0 

^»773»333 

• 

6 

8 

1770  year  of  the  reign  of  bis  late  Majefty  Kmg  George  IL  intitdled,  Ao  ad  for  granting  to  his 
Majefty.  the  fum  of  2,000,000,  to  be  raifcd  by  way  of  annuities  and  a  lottery,  and  charged 
upon  ihe  finking  fund,  redeemable  by  Parliament,  and  for  extending  to  Ireland  the  laws  made 
in  this  kingdom  s^inft  private  and  nnlawfal  lotteries, — will  be  redeemed  and  paid  c^pn  the 
Ylth  day  of  February  next,  after  difcharging  the  intereft  then  payable  in  rtfpcSt  of  the  lame, 
agreeable  to  the  claules  and  powers  of  redemption  contained  in  the  faid  ad« 

Which  order,  thus  fignified  and  publilhed  by  me,  is  to  be  fufficicnt  notice  of  the  repay* 
ment  of  i,500/xx>l.  for  which  the  faid  annuities  were  eftabliihed,  and  of  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  anniiities  as  are  attending  the  fame. 

Fletcher  N0B.T0N,  5/«ii^. 

The  following  eftimate  was  this  yearpnblifhed  in  France,  of  the  prodacic  of  that  part  of  the 
iiland  of  Hifpaniola,  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  French,  and  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
St.  Domingo* 

Sugary  two-thirds  brown,  160,000  hoglheads,  ten  hundred  weight  each, 
at  151,  fterling  per  hogihead,  —  .—  — 

Coffee,  5,000,000  pounds,  at  4d.  per  pound,  «-*  — • 

Cotton,  Syooobags,  300  pounds  weight  each,  at  15I.  per  bag,. 

Tanned  leather^  2OvO0O  hides,  at  20s.  per  hide,  — ^ 

Indigo,  2,000,000  pounds  weight,  at  3s.  per  pound,  «— 

Total, 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  3,890  (hips  were  cleared  from  NewcaiUe,  of  which  3,520  were 
coaftwife,  and  370  for  foreign  countries. 

The  grois  produce  of  the  duty  on  hops  for  one  year,  ending  ihe  5th  of  January,  1771  • 

Barum,  —              .-^             —              43    9    2 

Bath,  —               —                —                  066 

Bedford,  ^—                    —                    48.16    o 

Bucks,  —               -—               ---                19    9    4 

Cambridge,  —                   —                    64  15    5  . 

Canterbury,  —                —                   27,600    4    2 

Cornwall,  —                   —                   121     85 

Derby,  —                  ^-                      406  11    o 

Doncafter,  —                   — .                   15    4    4 

Dorfet,  —           —            —                14    6    2 

•      Effex,  —                      —                       2,781  19    8 

Exon,  .     —                      —                    ^5  io    s 

Glonceiler,  -^                   —       ♦      •      23  10    5 

Grantham,  —                   •«                    43  il    o 

Hants,  —                    —                     8,324  12  II 

.    Hereford,  —                       —               ,  7*065    24 

Hertford,  —                       —                   55  12    8 

Lincoln,  —                  •—                     1,798    7    4 

Carried  over,  48,442  17    3 
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Brought  over. 

48,442  17     3 

Lynn, 

—                       ^ 

22      7     .3 

Manchefter, 

— .                   — 

75  13  »o 

Northampton, 

—                 -^ 

265 

Norwich, 

^                   ~ 

22  16    2 

Oxon,                — 

—                  — 

0    8  II 

Reading, 

» 

I>221      7    II 

Rochefier, 

_                  — 

28,243    12      8 

Sarum, 

—                     — 

129  15    8 

Salop,                — • 

—       .         — . 

92    0 

Sheffield, 

•».                    — 

704  i8    8 

Suffolk,           .      - 

— 

1,191  10    a 

Surry,                — 

» 

138  17  II 

SulTex, 

—                          ~ 

131687    2    8 

Taunton, 

— .                          — 

6  13    • 

Tiverton,- 

—                            — 

4114 

^    Eaft, 

—                       — 

0  15    4 

Wales,     I  Middle, 

•       —                     — 

19    9    9 

J    Weft, 

—                     ~ 

4    7    8 

Wolvcrhanapton> 

—                 — 

4,340  14  10 

Worccftcr, 

^                          — 

2,811  14    4 

Total, 

101,081  ^   2    10 

The  following  bills,  relating  to  trade  and  commerce,  received  tlie  royal  allentin  the  tonrfe 
of  this  year: 

To  cocitinoe  an  aft  for  allowing  the  free  exportation  of  tallow,  hog^s  hrd,  and  greafe,  for 
ft  forther  limited  time. 

For  better  regulating  the  navigation  of  the  river  Trent,  from  Wildcn  Ferry,  in  the  county 
of  Derby,  t6  Gainft>oroagh  in  LiiKolnfhire, 

For  allowing  the  exportation  of  malt  for  a  liviiked  time. 

For  repealing  part  of  an  a£t,  for  graiytiag  certain  duties  in  the  Britifli  colonies  in  America. 

To  amend  an  aft  to  make  a  navigable  cut,  or  canal,  from  the  Trent,  at  or  near  Wilden 
Ferry,  in  Derbyihirc,  to  the  rivet  Merfey,  &c. 

To  continue  the  terms  and  powers  granted,  for  kcqnng  in  repair  the  karbo«r  of  Minehead 
in  Somerietftiire. 

To  continue  the  duties  granted  for  repairing  the  hatboirr  and  quay  of  Watchett,  m  the  faid 
♦county. 

To  continue  an  a£k  for  encouraging  the  making  of  imdigo  in  the  Britilh  Plantations  in 
America.    • 

To  appropriate  a  fund  for  granting  to  bis  Majefty  additional  duties  on  certain  foreign  linens 
imported,  and  for  eftablifhing  a  fund  for  encouraging  the  railing  and  drefling  bemp  and  flax. 

To  continue  an  aft  for  granting  a  bounty  on  Briti{h  and  Iriih  linens  exported* 
Vol.  IV.  S  For 
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r  V  "^  ^e  fc^rit  ^^^jnru»  «5/  Or^sac  icxsM^  w-.u,  ie  ^ir  MCiu:  aaif  leaeraL  i*r«nnfcr^  -  3zr  -arnir-T 
fc^iWv*;^  ju»ira$Tcr  iir^dniivtr  i^w  in-i:i^>^  s^^lr-i^  r*rjr-L.^  sc.  :ic  ajaic  wesiu?  ::c  ::iit  anc^ 
<wuttr.<*^^  i«5  "r;»^7  5;-*.i  -Uivk  .w^er^  -xcx  ^^;.:fj  ^i  '.:^a  r*^,  Ciic  mure  ^rm  £-t  ^  and  aa  :^^ 

fi;45  M^iC^t^  f>>ti;rA  the  had  atj,  ar*<i  fetarr^  t:jt  rrtnfTt  ws^rklj  co  cLc  pcrica  aggof^cr^  aa  re- 

W  fee^ 4f  <t7$rjr  jMiric^  tfiwrty  ftMv^  m):^ttxz  foch  resor:^  xhail  be  axatfe;  an<i  focii  returns  tna'T 
fce  ftk^  ^erj{^  ;/riK:e*  hj  the  cu&MiBrf  mte^arc  citxh  rcfpe&ivc  norkct;  aiui  allb  by  diac 

*^  }Jy  tUix  T^f  the  L^4  Hi^  Tfcafar^-  h  tm^mmtxtA  to  appoint  &  &  perfoo  10  receiTc  cbe 
fe^i>f ;* t  It  f.^^  T/eafof y,  ar^  t^  enter  them  fairly  in  2  book  kcpc  fcr  ^&^ait  parpofe  i  uui  all  cx- 
j^>rti  atr^l  fmp<9nt  «yf  %xx.u  (torn  zrA  into  Great  Britain,  wicb  tise  bounties  pski  and  icceiTed 
t!/  re^yr^f  la  he  f^saJimtud  ar^r^calir  to  tfae  Cune  pedoo,  and  re^iLercfi  in  proper  books  bir  the 
yiU^u  ity^,\nteA  to  ftctisfc  ibe  tetarn^  of  the  prices  from  the  fercral  coonties.  It  was  cnad* 
e/t  Up  c/mtinn^  in  force  for  (tttn  yearn** 

'I'o  t%yU\n  m>d  ameiMl  ieireral  aAs^  for  proridtog  a  public  leward  for  dilcoTcring  the  lea* 
{ifckk  at  iea» 

A  bill  to  preirfiit  detayf  of  joHice*  by  reaibn  of  pririfcge  of  Parljameot. 

f  ?-  'Vhonfj^  ttii*  bill  appears,  at  tbe  firft  YjeWy  to  be  a  mere  praAica]  altentioo  in  law  pnxdsy 
a  (itrle  further  exafrimationnill  diicorer  it,  in  its  conieqneiices,  to  operate  yery  powerfallj  as  a 
i^^mmer till  nA^tntzfjtf  and  on  that  accoont  we  fhall  giire  a  flion  abilrad  of  k. 

*^  It  ii  thereby  enaAed^  that  from  the  a4tb  of  Jone  in  this  year,  any  pcrfon  may,  at  any 
time^  commerice  or  proiecote  any  aAion  or  foit,  in  any  court  of  record,  or  court  of  admiraity^ 
%n6  m  all  caofes  matrimonial  and  teftamenury,  againft  any  Peer  or  Lord  of  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain^  or  againft  any  of  the  knights,  citizens  and  borgefles,  and  the  commiffioners 
1m  Oiiref  and  burghs  of  the  Hoofe  of  Commons  of  Great  Briuin,  or  agaii^  their  menial  or 
other  feryanti,  or  any  other  perfon  entitled  to  tbe  privilege  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain; 
and  uo  fuch  aAion,  foiti  or  any  other  procefs  or  proceeding  thereopon,  ihatl  at  any  time  be 
im|fea<.hcd,  ftayed,  or  delayed,  by  or  tinder  colotir  or  pretence  of  any  privilege  of  Parliament. 

^Mt  ti  nevcfthelefi  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  aft  ihall  extend  to  fubjeft  the  pcrfon  of 
any  Lord  or  Member  ol  Parliajnent  to  be  arrefted  or  imprifoned  upon  any  fach  fuit  or  pro- 
i,cdififC :  hy  this  aft,  however,  obedience  may  be  enforced  to  any  rule  of  his  Majefty's  courts, 
aKsinii  any  pcrfon  entitled  to  privilege  of  Parliament,  by  diftrefs  infinite;  and  the  iflues 
ariling  from  fuch  diftrefs  may  be  fold,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  payment  of  the  plaintiff's 
coftn,  he,'' 

A  bill  for  tbe  better  rcgnkting  perfons  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  Jndia  Company. 

For 
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1770      For  compleating  the  navigation  of  the  river  Swale,  from  its  jun£tion  with  the  Ure  to  Mer« 

ton  bridge,  in  Yorklhirc. 

For  making  a  navigable  canal  from  Leeds  to  the  fea  bank,  near  the  North  Ladies  Walk^ 

iy  Liverpool. 

For  extending  the  like  liberty  to  the  exportation  of  rice  from  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  to  the 

fouthward  of  Cape  Finiderre,  in  Europe,  as  is  granted  to  Carolina  and  Georgia, 

To  continue  an  a£l  for  allowing  the  free  importation  of  falted  provifions  from  Ireland,  and 

from  the  American  colonies,  for  a  further  limited  time. 

Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  year  1770- 
For  17,666  land  forces,  &c.  —  —  — 

For  maintaining  garrifons  iii  tlie  Plantations,  Gibraltar,  &c. 
For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britifh  and  Irifli  eftablilhment  of 

five  battalions,  &c.  _    —  — «  ». 

Fxjr  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff  officers,  &c.  -*- 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pay  for  one  year,  for  certain  reduced 

officers,  —  —  _  —  — . 

For  the  penflons  payable  to  widows  of  certain  reduced  officers. 
On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces  and 

marines  for  the  year  1770,  —  —  —  123,233     2    6 

For  allowances  to  certain  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the  two  reduced 

troops  of  horfe  guards,  ice.  —  —  —  1,289     i     3 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice  166,984  11     5 

For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervice  performed  by  the  office  of  ordnance 

for  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament  in  1769  —  40»933  ^^    8 

For  16,000  feamen,  &c  —  —  «..  832,000    o    o 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  —  —  406,380  13  11 

Towards  building,  repairing,  &c,  of  (hips,  &c.  —  ^83,687     o    6 

Towards  the  extraordinaries  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  &c.  not  pro- 
vided for  by  Parliament,  —  —  —  235,26410  9t 
Towards  the  charge  of  Chelfea  out-pen(ioners,  — •  1 12,423  4  7 
On  account  of  the  civil  eftablilhment  of  Weft  Florida,  &c.  4,800  o  o 
Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  &c.  —  —  —  4»7SO  o  o 
Ditto  of  Georgia,  &c.  —  —  —  3,086  o  o 
Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia,  —  —  —  4*239  o  5 
Onaccount  of  general  furveys  in  North  America,  —  1,885  4  o 
On  account  of  the  civil  government  of  Senegambia,  &c.  —  S»5S0  o  o 
For  paying  off  certain  Exchequer  bills,  —  —  1,800,000  o  o 
To  the  African  Company,  for  maintaining  forts,  &c.  on  the  coaft  of 

Africa,  —  —  —  — ,  —  13,000    o    o 

Towards  affifting  the  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes  in  defraying  the  cxpciice 

of  cleaniing  the  channel,  repairing  the  mole,  and  rendering  the  harbour 

more  fafe  and  commodious,  —  —  —  5,coo    o    o 

To  make  good  to  his  Mjijefty  the  like  fum  which  has  been  ilfucd,  in 

purfuance  of  addreftes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  —  13,100    o    o 


S  2  Carried  over,  5,087,761     9     6*. 
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Brought  OTcr^ 

To  the  Britifh  Mufcum,  *-  -^  -«• 

P'or  a  more  commodious  paflage  to  the  Hoofe  of  Commons, 

On  account,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  difcharge  the  debts  owing  upon 
the  forfeited  edates  in  Scotland  ;  and  al(b  for  paying  and  difkharging  the 
prices  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  Lords  Superiors,  for  the  purcfaafe  of  the 
fuperiorities  of,  and  likcwife  for  their  claims  of  property  to,  certain  fpe- 
cified  eAates  which  were  forfeited  in  that  kingdom,  -* 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  Ukc  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to 
make  good  certain  deficiencies,  &c»  .^  -p.  _ 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  year  1769, 
^To  difcharge  certain  unfatisfied  claims  and  demands  incurred  during 
the  late  war  in  Germany^  &c,  —  —  — 

To  the  Levant  Company,  to  affifl  the  faid  company  in  carrying  on 
their  trade,  _  — .  —  — 

On  account,  to  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  &c,  —  — ^ 

To  enable  the  faid  hofpital  to  apprentice  certain  children,  &c. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  redeem  and  pay  off  the  capital  flock  of  certain 
annuities,  &c.  —  —  _  _ 

To  pay  the  benefit  prizes  of  the  lottery  charged  upon  the  fupplies  of 
the  current  year,  —  —  •^  — 

On  account  of  making  roads  and  building  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of 
North  Britain,  — ^  —  —  — . 

Towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy,  — 

To  enable  his  Majefly  to  make  compenfation  to  Francis  Dalby,  of 
London,  merchant,  for  the  damages  which  the  faid  Francis  Dalby  fuffer* 
ed  by  the  floppage  and  lofs  of  his  fhip  called  the  Britannia,  at  Mahon, 
by  order  of  the  late  Admiral  Matthews,  andbytheufe,  employment  and 
detainer  of  his  fhip  called  the  Francis,  by  order  of  the  commanders  of 
his  Majefly^s  fleets,  —  ~  —  — 

To  enable  his  Majefly  to  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  paid 
to  feveral  perfons  in  tlie  county  of  Southampton,  as  a  compenfation  for 
certain  lofles  and  expences  incurred,  purfuant  to  feveral  orders  of  council, 
for  preventing  the  fpreadingof  the  dillemper  among  the  horned  cattle, 

To  John  Hatfcl),  Efq.  clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  towards  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  priming  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  &c.  — • 

To  be  advanced  to  fuch  perfon,  or  perfons,  as  the  Speaker  of  this^ 
Houfe  fhall  authorize  to  receive  the  fame,  towards  defraying  the  expence 
of  making  a  general  index  to  the  journals  of  this  Houfe,  — 

Towards  defraying  the  expence  of  printing  1,250  copies,  of  fuch  par- 
liamentary and  other  records  as  bis  Majefly  fhall  think  fit,  — 


£•  J.  </• 

5,087,761  9  61: 

2,000  O  O 

2>000  O  O 


72,000    O  O 

46,463    12  8 

SStOii     7  55: 

45»S6S  ^  ^ 

5,000    o  o 

9,650    o  o 

3,500    o  o 

1,500,000    a  • 

■ 

500,000    a  o 

6,998  la  2 

xoo,ooo  o  o 


6,195  8  IX 


796  7  6 


600  o  o 


500  o 
6,000  o 


Total  of  fupplies. 


7,450,042     8     3 
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1770               Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  foregoing  fupplies.  jf •  s.   d. 
Doty  on  malt,  &c.                   —                   —  ^                —  700,000  o  o 
Land  tax,                —                ~                 —                    —  1,528,568  w  \\\ 
Exchequer  bills,                     —                     —              ,      —  1,800,000  o  o    ' 
From  the  certain  furplufles  of  the  finking  fund,  &c.                  —  299,375  6  frj: 
From  the  Eaft  India  Company                    —                     —  400,000  o  o 
For  the  fpccified  furplus  of  the  finking  fund,  remaining  in  the  Exche- 
quer, for  the  difpofition  of  Parliament,                  —                    —  773»240  16  oj- 
From  a  furplus,  over  and  above  the  faid  furplus,  of  the  finking  fund>  i3»S96  5  io» 
By  a  lottery,                —                —                 —                 —  500,000  o  o 
From  the  finking  fund,                 —                  _                  —  1,700,000  o  o 
By  a  balance  remaining  in  the  office  of  the  paymaftcr-gcneral,  &c.  SS>49S  'S  ^t 
From  the  duties,  &c.  direfted  to  be  refcrved  for  the  difpofition  of  Par- 
liament, towards  prote&ing  and  defending  the  Britifh  colonies,  &c.  20,000  o  o 

By  the  final  balance  of  the  Earl  of  Kinooul,  formerly  paymafter  of  his 

Majefty's  forces,  &c,                   —                   —                    —  3^948  3  7 


Total  Ways  and  Means,  —  7,794,224  19    8^- 

Total  Supplies,  —  *— -  7,450,042    8     3. 


Excefs  of  Provifions^  —  344,182  11     5^ 


rS"  The  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia  of  England,  for  one  year,  beginning 
the  25tl^  of  March,  1770,  was  ordered  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by  the  land-tax 
granted  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  faid  year. 

An  account  of  additional  duties,  regulations,  bounties,  U,z.  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  r— 

The  bounties  granted  on  Britifh  and  Irifh  linens  exported,  by  an  aft  made  in  the  29th  of 
his  late  Majefty,  were  continued  : — And  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  raw  linen- 
yarn,  which  are  taken  off  by  the  faid  aft,  were  further  difcontinued» — A  bounty  was  aifo 
allowed  .on  the  exportation  of  Britifh  chequed  and  ftriped  linens  :  and  the  fum  of  15,000!. 
granted  by  an  aft  palTed  in  the  7th  of  his  prcfent  Majefty,  entitled,  *^  An  Aft  for  granting  to 
his  Majefty  additional  Duties  on  certain  foreign  Linens  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  and  for 
cftablifliing  a  Fund  for  the  encouraging  of  the  raifing  and  drelfing  of  Hemp  and  Flax,'*  was 
voted  to  be  appropriated. 

The  duties  payable  upon  tlie  importation  into  this  kingdom  of  baft  or  ftraw,  chip,  cane,  or 
horfe-hair  hats  and  bonnets,  and  upon  certain  materials  for  making  the  fame,  ceafed  and 
determined  :  and,  in  lieu  of  ail  former  duties,  any  of  thefe  articles,  which,  after  the  24th  of 
Jujie,  1770,  fhould  be  imported  into  this  kingdom,  were  to  pajTthc  old  fubfidy,  granted  by 
the  aft  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  made  in  the  T2th  of  Charles  II.  after  the  rate  of  12s.  6d.  per 
dozen ;  each  hat  or  boiuict  not  exceeding  22  inches  diameter ;  and  il.  5s.  per  dozen,  of  fucli 
hats,  &c.  as  (hould  exceed  22  inches  diameter. — And,  in  lieu  of  all  former  duties,  all  platting^ 
or  other  nianufaftures  of  the  aforefaid  materials,  proper  for  making  of  liats  or  bonnets,  which^ 
after  the  24tliof  June,  1770,  fhould  be  imported  into  this  kingdom,  were  to  pay  the  faid  old 
fubfidy,  after  the  rate  of  6s.  8d.  for  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois. 

IMPORTS 
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1770        IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1769,  to  Christmas  1770. 

Countriti,  Imptfrts.                                Exports, 

Africa,                —           .    —  68,449  '3    7                     57*»oo3    6    9 

Canaries,                -^                 —  10,656     8     9                        4I9352  11   10 

Denmark  and  Norway,            —  76,898  17     2                      167,257     4  ii 

Eaft  Country,            —            —  >  75*552  15    6                      80,329    o    8 

Eaft  India,            —                —  1,941,627    4    o                  1,082,030    8  10 

Flanders,            —               <—  113,860  11     7                     678,286  12     i 

France,             —                  —  65,975  19  11                      156,509    6    7 

Germany,                —                 —  684,463    8  11                   1*272,569    o    4 

Greenland,            —                —  22,626     61                                29     6     4 

Holland,               —               —  3S2i535    6    4                  1,766,333  10 .  2 

Ireland,             —                  —  1,214,398    4    5                   2,125,466  12     8 

Italy,                —                 —  8i5»944  ^7     2                     756,385  "    3 

Madeiras,                —               —  4»93S  '2    6                       26,500.  15    3 

Portugal,                —                —  329,663     3    4                     534,708  19     I 

Ruflia,                —                —  1,046,710    5  II                      i4S»743    6    9 

Spain,                —                 —  505,267  13     2                      887,099     I     4 

Streighls,                —                —  7,082  11     5                      148,813  18     3 

Sweden,             —                —  136,616    6     o                       58,576     4    o 

Turkey,                -^                 —  164,366     3    6                        22,032  15     8 

Venice,                —                   —  82,963  19     7                       71,54^     S    4 

Alderney,            —                —  38  10    o                             992    9     8 

Guernfey,                  —                 —  27,7  u  18     8                        26,656  14    6 

Jerfey,            —            —  19,768    5    9                       24,050     i     7 

•    Canada,               —                —  40,703    6    7                     231,026    6    6 

Carolina,            —                        i—  278,907  14    o                      146,273  17     o 

Cape  Breton^    '        —               —  107    4    4 

Florida,                —                  —  3,688     3     o 

Georgia,                —               —  5S»S32    7    5 

Hudion's  Bay,               —  .10,715    o    7 

New  England,                -—  148,011   14    9 

Newfoundland,                  —  45, 108  11     o 

New  Providence,               —  6, 287  1 1  10 

New  York,            —                —  69,882  lO    5 

Nova  Scotia,            —                —  7,324    7    4 

Pennfylvania,                —  28,109    5  11 

Virginia  and  Maryland,                —  435,094    9     7 

Anguilla,                —               —  167  17  11 

Antigua,  —  —      349,102     1     8 

Barbadoes,             —              —  283,455  19     i 

Bermudas,                —               —  ■ 

Dominica,                —                —  136,152  18     7 

Grenada,           .     —                —  433,421   12     i 

Jamaica,            —                      -—  1,274,807  13    6 

Montferrat,                   —  83,947    9     i 

Nevis,                —                     —  97,152  19    5 

St.  Croix,                —                —  21,356  12     9 

St.  Chriftopher's,                —  324,287     7     8 

St.  Euftatia,                   —  476  18  11 

St.  Vincent,                        —  81,965  18     3                        42,821   13  11 

Tobago,                —                —  2,323  II  10                        19,123    4    9 

Tortola,            —                —  43,230    4    4                        16,985  12     9 

Spaniih  Weft  Indies,  Honduras  Bay,       87,256  19    2  9,115    i    9 

Touls,  12,216937  14    3                14,266,653  17    5 

Exports  exceed  die  Imports,  2,049,716    3    2 
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1270      The  number  of  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  &c«  froxx> 
December  )2»  1769,  to  December  n,  177O1  is  as  follows: 

Cbriftened,  males    8,761  Buried,  males  11,210 

females    8,348  —^-females  11,224 


17,109  22,4J4 


At  York,  there  were  in  this  year,  chriftenings,  517;  burials,  429;  marriages,  175. 

At  Paris,— births,  19,549;  deaths,  18,719;    marriages,  4^775;  foundlings  received  into 
the  hofpitals,  6,918. 
177 1       As  our  difference  with  the  court  of  Spain,  relative  to  Falkland's  lilands,  forms  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  bufinefs  of  this  year,  it  becomes  us  to  give  ibme  account  of  the  fub* 
jeft  of  it. 

Thofeidands  called  by  us  Falkland's,  and  by  the  French,  the  Malouines,  He  in  about  51I-. 
degrees  of  fouthern  latitude,  and  about  100  leagues  on  this  fide  of  tlie  Streights  of  Magellan^ 
They  were  firft  difcovered  in  the  year  1592,  by  Captain  Davies,  who  was  in  too  great  diftrefs 
at  the  time,  to  make  any  particular  obiervations  on  them ;  nor  did  he  even  give  them  a  name ; 
which  was  referved  for  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  who,  about  two  years  after,  again  difcovered 
them,  and,  in  honour  of  his  miftr^fs,  as  well  as  to  perpetuate  his  own  name,  called  them 
Hawkins's  Maiden  Land.  They  were  afterwards  difcovered  by  the  Dutch,  who  gave  thecp 
the  name  of  the  Sebaldine  lHands.  To  one  Strong,  who  fell  i^n  with  them  in  the  rc^n  of 
King  William^  they  owe  their  prefent  Englifti  appellation,  and  from  fome  (hips  belonging  to 
St.  Maloes,  who  vifited  tbemy  they  received  the  name  of  the  Malouines,  whicb  has  alfo  been 
adopted  by  the  Spaniards* 

Lord  Anfon's  voyage  firft  (hewed  the  great  advantage  that  would  be  produced  to  this  nation 
in  time  of  war,  to  have  a  friendly  port  and  place  of  refreshment,  confiderably  more  to  the 
fouth,  and  much  nearer  Cape  Horn  than  the  Brazils.  Befides  the  jealoufy,  and  the  general 
unfriendly  behaviour  of  the  Portuguefe  in  diat  quarter,  the  voyage  from  thence  to  the  South. 
Seas  is  of  fo  great  a  length,  that  the  vigour  and  health  of  the  men,  as  well  as  their  water  and 
other  provifions,  muft  be  greatly  exhaufted  before  they  arrive  at  the  fcene  of  aftion;  to  which 
may  be  added,  that  the  ftiips  become  foul  and  out  of  condition  from  fuch  a  continued  ftretch 
of  navigation.  Another  reafon,  equally  material  with  the  preceding  ones,  was  the  certainty 
that  the  Spaniards  would  be  well  informed  by  the  Portuguefe  of  the  ftrength,.  condition,  and 
deftination  of  any  fleet  long  before  its  defign  could  be  put  in  execution.^ 

This  fcheme  of  Lord  Anfon,  then  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  was  on  the  point  of  being 
adopted,  very  foon  after  the  peace  of  1748;  but  the  court  of  Spain  gaining  intelligence  of 
the  proje£k  before  it  could  be  carried  into  execution,  made  fuch  ftrong  reprefentations  againft 
h  both  here  and  at  Madrid,  that  it  was  then  laid  afide,  and  continued  in  a  dormant  ftate,  till 
it  was  again  revived  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  when  be  prefided  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  r 
Commodore  Byron  was  then  fcnt  out  to  renew  the  dcfigns  of  Lord  Anfon,  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1705  tookpoffeffion  of  Falkland's  Iflands  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic 
.-     Majefty. 

About  the  fame  time,  or,  perhaps,  rather  previous  to  it,  Moniieur  de  Bougainville  failed 
from  St.  Maloes  on  a  voyage  of  dilcovery,  and  arriving  at  Falkland's  iflands,  built  a  fmall  fort 
and  formed  an  eftablifliment  there,  which  about  two  years  after  was  ceded  to  Spain^  and  its 
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4771  name  changed  from  Port  Louis  to  Port  Solidad.  The  Briti(h  fettlement  called  Port  Egmont, 
was  fixed  on  a  fmall  ifland  adjoining  to  the  greater  and  moft  weltern  of  the  two  confiderable 
iflandsy  and  Port  Solidad,  on  the.eaftern  and  lefler  of  the  principal  iflands. 

It  does  not  appear  that  either  of  the  fettlements  on  tliefe  illands  knew  of  the  otlier;  bat 
however  that  might  be,  we  find  that  in  the  year  1769,  we  had  a  frigate  and  a  floop  upon  that 
flation,  and  Captain  Hunt,  of  the  Farmer  frigate,  being  on  a  cruize  off  the  idands,  fell  in 
with  a  Spanilh  fchooner  belonging  to  Port  Solidad,  taking  a  furvey  of  them,  the  captain  of 
which,  according  to  his  orders,  be  warned  to  depart  from  that  coaft,  as  belonging  to  his  Bri*- 
tannic  Majefty.  The  fchooner,  however,  returned  in  two  days,  and  brought  on  board  a 
Spanifh  officer  with  letters  and  a  prefent  from  Don  Phillip  Ruez  Puenta,  Governor  of  Port 
Solidad.  In  thefc  letters,  which  were  written  in  terms  of  great  civility,  the  governor  afFedted 
not  to  believe  the  account  he  had  received  from  the  captain  of  the  fchooner,  but  attributed  the 
Englifh  frigate  being  in  thofe  feas  to  chance  or  diftrefs  of  weather ;  but  if  it  (hould  be  others- 
wife,  he  reminded  Captain  Hunt  of  the  violation  of  treaties,  ailerted  his  matter's  dominion, 
and  warned  him  to  depart.  Captain  Hunt,  in  anfwer,  aflerted  the  fole  dominion  of  his  Bri« 
tannic  Majefiy,  and  warned  the  Spanifh  Governor,  in  his  turn,  to  quit  the  iflands.  This 
explanation  prodiKed  thofe  confequences,  which  occafioned  his  Majefty  in  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  at  the  opening  of  the  feffions,  to  inform  Parliament,  that  the  Governor  of  Buenos 
Ay  res  had  feized  by  force  a  pofieflion  of  the  Britifli  crown,  and  that  preparations  were  making 
to  fuftain  the  national  rights,  and  to  revenge  the  national  honour*  A  negociation  between 
the  two  crowns,  however,  took  place  on  tlie  occafion,  and  after  much  mifunderftanding  and 
difcuiiion  between  the  Mlnifiers  of -the  two  Courts,  the  matter  in  difpute,  which,  trifling  as 
it  was,  might  have  involved  Europe  in  war,  was  finally  fettled,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
following  papers. 

The  declaration  iigncd  and  delivered  by  Prince  de  Maferano,  ambafl&dor  extraordinary 
from  his  Catholic  Majefiy,  dated  January  22,   1771. 

*^  His  Britannic  Majefty  having  complained  of  the  violence  which  was  cofla^mitted  on  the 
10th  of  June,  1770,  at  the  ifland  commonly  called  the  Great  Malouinc,  and  by  tlie  Englifli, 
Falkland's  Ifland,  in  obliging,  by  force,  the  commander  and  fubjeQs  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
to  evacuate  the  port,  by  them  called  Egmont;  a  fiep  ofTenfive  to  the  honour  of  his  crown  ;t- 
the  Princede  Maferano,  ambaflador  extraordinary  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  has  received  orders 
to  declare,  aiul  declares,  that  his  Catliolic  Majefty,  coniidering  the  defire  with  which  he  is 
animated  for  peace,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  good  harmony  with  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
and  refleAing  that  this  event  might  interrupt  it,  has  feen  with  <Hfpleafure  this  expedition  tend- 
ing to  difliirb  It ;  and  in  the  perfuafion  in  which  he  is,  of  tlie  reciprocity  of  fentiments  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty ;  and  of  its  being  for  from  his  intention  to  authorize  any  thing  that  might 
difturb  the  good  underftanding  between  the  two  courts^  his  Catholic  Majefty  does  difavow  the 
laid  violent  cnterpriae;  and  in  confequence,  the  Prince  de  Maferano  declares,  that  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  engages  to  give  imm^iate  orders,  that  things  ftiall  be  reftored  in  the  Great 
Malouinc^  at  the  port  called  Egmont,  precifely  to  the  ftate  in  which  they  were  before  the  loth 
of  June,  1770  :  for  wkich  purpofe  his  Catholic  Majefty  wiH  give  orders  to  one  of  his  ofiicers, 
to  deliver  up  to  the  officer,  authorized  by  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  port  aod  fort  called  E<»- 
mont ;  with  all  the  artillery,  ftorcs  and  efFedt-s  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  his  fubjeds  which 
were  at  that  place,  the  day  above-named  -,  agreeable  to  the  inventory  wliich  has  been  made 
ofthcnu'* 

**  The 
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1771  **  The  Prince  de  Mafcrano  declares  at  the  fame  tirae,  in  the  name  of  the  King  his  mailer, 
that  the  engagement  of  his  faid  Catholic  Majefty,  to  reftore  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fort  and  port  called  Egmont,  cannot,  nor  ought,  any  wife,  to  affeft  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  prior  right  of  fovereignty  of  the  Malouinc  Iflands,  otherwife  called  Falkland's 
Iflands.  In  witnefs  whereof,  I,  the  underwritten,  ambaffador  extraordinary,  have  figncd  the 
prefent  declaration  with  my  ufual  fignature,  and  caufed  it  to  be  fcalcd  with  our  arms.  Lon- 
don^ the  22d  day  of  January,  1771. 

"  (Signed)  Le  Prince  de  Maserano,  (L.  S.)" 

The  Earl  of  Rochford's  acceptance,  dated  the  2td  day  of  January,  1771,  of  tlie  Prince  de 
Maferano's  declaration  of  the  fame  date. 

"  His  Catholic  Majefty  having  authorifed  the  Prince  de  Maferano,  his  ambaflador  extraor- 
dinary, to  offer,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  a  fatisfaftion  for  the 
injury  done  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  by  difpoffeiRng  him  of  the  port  and  fort  of  Egmont; 
and  the  faid  ambaffador  having.this  day  figncd  a  declaration,  which  he  has  juftly  delivered  to 
me,  exprefling  therein,  that  his  Catholic  Majefty,  being  defirous  to  reftore  the  good  harmony 
and  friendfhip  which  before  fubfifted  between  the  two  crowns,  does  difavow  the  expedition 
againft  Fort  Egmont,  in  which  force  has  been  ufed  againft  his  Britannic  Majefty's  poffeilions, 
commander,  and  fubjeds  ;  and  does  alfo  engage,  that  all  things  ftiall  be  immediately  reftored 
to  the  precife  fituation  in  which  they  ftood  before  the  lOth  of  June,  1770.  And  that  his  Ca« 
tholic  Majefty  fhall  give  orders,  in  confequence,  to  one  of  his  officers,  to  deliver  up  to  the  of- 
ficer, avrtlioi  ized  by  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  port  and  fort  of  Port  Egmont,  as  alfo  all  his 
Britannic  Majefty's  artillery,  ftores,  and  effeAs,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  fubjefts,  according  to 
the  inventory  which  has  been  made  of  them.  And  the  faid  arabaftador  having  moreover  en- 
gaged, in  his  Catholic  Majefty's  name,  that  what  is  contained  in  the  faid  declaration  fhall  be 
carried  into  efi^£t  by  his  faid  Catholic  Majefty ;  and  that  duplicates  of  his  Catholic  Majefty's 
orders  to  his  officers  fhall  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  one  of  his  Britannic  Majefty's  prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  ftate'  within  fix  weeks :  his  faid  Britannic  Majefty,  in  order  to  fhew  the 
lame  friendly  difpofitions  on  his  part,  has  authorifed  me  to  declare,  tliat  he  will  look  upon  the 
faid  declaration  of  Prince  de  Maferano,  together  with  the  full  performance  of  the  faid  engage- 
ment, on  the  part  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  as  a  fatisfadion  for  the  injury  done  to  the  crown 
of  Gre^t  Britain.  In  witnefs  whereof,  I,  underwritten,  one  of  his  Britannic  Majefty's  prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  ftate,  havefigned  thefe  prefents  with  my  ufual  fignature,  and  caufed  them  to 
be  fealed  with  our  arms*     London,  the  zzd  day  of  January^  177 1. 

"  (Signed)  Rochford,  (L.  S.)'! 

His  Catholic  Majefty's  orders,  fignified  by  the  Balio  Fray  Don  Julian  de  Arwaga,  to  Don 
Philip  Ruez  Puente,  dated  Pardo,  7th  of  February,  1771. 

«*  It  being  agreed  between  the  King  and  his  Britannic  Majefty,  by  a  convention  figned  at 
London  on  the  22d  of  January  laft  paft,  by  the  Prince  de  Maferano  and  the  Earl  of  Rochford, 
that  the  Great  Malouinc,  called  by  the  Englifti  Falkland's  Ifland,  Ihould  be  immediately  re- 
placed in  the  precife  fituation  in  which  it  was  before  it  was  evacuated  by  them  on  the  loth  of 
June  laft  year  ;  I  fignify  to  you,  by  the  King's  orders,  that  as  foon  as  the  pcrfon  ccpmmiffion- 
cd  by  tlie  court  of  London  fhall  prefent  himfelf  to  you  with  this,  you  order  the  delivery  of  ihe 
port  de  la  Cruizada  or  Egmont,  and  its  fort  and  dependencies,  to  be  effeftcd  ;  as  alfo  that  of 
all  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and  effeds,  that  were  found  there,  belonging  to  bis  Britannic 
Majefty  and  his  fubjeSs,  according  to  the  inventories  figncd  by  George  Farmer  and  Wiliiam 
Vol.  IV.  T  Maltby, 
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J771  MaUby,  Efqrs,  on  the  nth  of  July  of  the  fa'id  year,  at  the  lime  of  their  qiiitting  the  fame^  df 
which  I  fend  you  the  enclofed  copies,  authenticated  under  my  hand ;  and  that  as  foon  as  the 
one  and  the  other  (hall  be  eiFeAed,  with  the  due  formalities,  you  caufe  to  retire  immediately 
the  officer,  and  other  fobje£ts  of  the  King,  which  may  be  there,  God  prefenre  you  many 
years.  (Signed) 

**  Pardo%  February  7,  1771.  ^^  Balio  Fray  Don  Julian  de  Arriaga% 

"  To  Don  Philip  Ruez  Puente." 

Commodore  Byron  rcprefented  thefc  iflands  in  a  very  favourable  point  of  view;  &is  account 
is  confirmed  by  the  French^  who  fpeak  highly  of  the  climate,  foil,  &c.  But  the  Britifii  officer 
who  fucceeded  Mr,  Byron  gives  a  very  different  hiftory,  in  which  he  is  feconded  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Falkner,  an  Engliih  Jefuit  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who,  on  account  of  his  geographical 
knowledge,  was  fent  to  make  a  chart  of  the  fea  coafi  from  the  river  of  Plata  to  the  Magellanic 
Streights,  and  in  this  voyage  was  for  fome  time  on  thefe  iflands.  He  fpeaks  of  them  as  pof- 
ieffing  no  one  interior  circumftance,  to  induce  any  nation  to  form  a  colony  on  them.  Thefe 
latter  accounts  are  more  fuUy  juftified  by  the  conduft  of  Great  Britain,  who  has-  iince  filendy 
abandoned  them. 

The  apprehenfion,  at  this  time,  that  a  rupture  might  take  place  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  on  account  of  the  Falkland's  Ifknds,  did  not,  perhaps,  a  little  contri- 
bute to  the  inflexibility  of  the  colonies,  which  feemed  radier  to  increafe,  in  proportion  to  the 
conceffions  made  by  Parliament  ta  them.r 

Thus  they  continued  to  encourage  their  own  manufa£tures  and  to  dHcourage  thefe  of  Great 
Britain,  as  far  as  it  was  pra£Hcable  in  a  country  that  could  not  flourifh  without  importing  a 
confiderable  number  of  the  mofl  eflential  articles  requifite  for  the  mofl  neceflary  branches  of 
bufinefs,  and  could  not  pr-ocure  them  any  where  fo  well  made  and  on  fuch  advantageous  terms 
as  from  Great  Britain.  Neceffity,  therefore,  compelled  them  to  relax,  by  degrees,  the  refo- 
lutions  of  their  former  agreements  of  non-importation,  fa  that  the  general  intercourfe  in  com- 
mercial matters  proceeded  in  its  ufual  channel,^  without  any  material  interruption. 

But  the  political  intercourfe  was  attended  every  where  with  violent  diilentions  ;  governors 
were  embroiled  in  continual  difputes  with  their  provincial  afiemblies.  At  Boflon,  the  refin- 
ance to  the  revenue  officers  had  been  accompanied  with  great  inhumanity ;  and  the  General 
Affembly  of  Maffichufets  did  not  hefitate  openly  to  notify  to  the  governor,  that  they  knew  of 
no  cuftoms  or  revenue  his  Majefly  had  a  right  to  eftablifii  there. 

Account  of  the  cloths  manu&flured  each  year  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  the  county  of  York^ 
from  1749  to  1770 ;  both  inclufive. 

Years.  Broad  Cloths.  Narrow  Cloths.  Tears.  BroadCloths.  Narrow  Chtbs^ 


J  749 

6o,7o5i 

68,889 

1750 

6o,447i 

78,115 

»75» 

60,964 

74.02* 

i75« 

60,724 

72*442 

J  753 

55.358 

71,618 

•754 

56,070^ 

72,394 

«75S 

57.»25 

76,295 

>756 

33.59<4 

79.318 

»757 

55.777 

7.7.097 

1758 

60,396 

66,396 

>7S9 

5J.877J 

65.5*3 

1760 

49.3621 

69.573 

1761 

48,944 

75.468 

1762 

48,621 

72,946 

1763 

48,038i 

72,096 

1764 

54.9»6 

79.458 

1765 

54,660 

77.419 

1766 

72,575i- 

78,893 

1767 

102,428 

78,819 

1768 

90,036 

74,480 

1769 

92,52a 

87,76a 

1770 

93.074 

85.376 

Nambet 
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Nurabor  of  broad  cloths  milled  each  year  at  the  feveral  falling  mills  in  the  Weft  Riding  of 
the  county  of  Yprk,  from  the  commencemeat  of  the  aft»  viz.  from  June»  17^5*  to  the  12  th 
of  March ;  nine  months ;  and  of  narrow  cloths,  from  the  conimenccment  of  the  a£t,  viz. 
from  tlie  xft  of  Auguft,  1737,  to  tko  zoth  of  January,  1738,  being  fix  months  and  twenty 
days,  and  from  that  time  yearly. 


From  June  1725 
To  March    1726 

1727 
1728 
1729 

1730 

1731 
1732 

1733 
1734 
1735 
1736 

1737 


Broadsm 
26,671 

28,990 
25,223^- 

29»643i- 
3^579* 

33.563 

3S>548i' 

34,620 

31.1^3 

3i'744i 

38,899 

42,256 


Tears* 

1738 

1739 
1740 

1741 

174* 

»743 
1744 

1745 
174A 

»747 
1748 


Broads. 
42,404 
43,086  i 
41,441 
46,364 

44>9S4 

4S»i78i: 
54,6271. 

SOA53 
56,637 

62,480 

60,765 


Narrows* 

I4»49S 
58,848 
58^20 

61,196 

62,804 

63.545 
63,065 

63,4^3 

68,775 

6«,374 
68,080 


Number  of  yards  (pieces  being  now  of  different  lengths)  of  broad  and  narrow  cloths  made 
in  the  years  ending  at  Pontefradt  feifions,  1769  and  1770. 

Tears.  Broads.  Narrows* 

1769  2,771,667-1  2,144,019 

1770  2,717,105  2,255,625 

> 
The  fbllowing  ftate  of  the  export  linen  and  linen  yarn  trade  of  Ireland^  for  feventy  years, 
ihews  its  vail  improvement  within  that  period. 

Tears.  Tarn.  Linen.  Total  jlmounu 


I70I 

39,000 

I7II 

44,000 

I72I 

88,000 

I73I 

34,000 

1741 

129,000 

1751 

142,000 

I76I 

238,999 

177 1 

204,000 

14,000 

78,000 

126,000 

220,000 
480,000 
751,000 

?o3,ooo 


122,000 
214,000 
304,000 
509,000 
893,000 
1^,041,999 
1,895,000 


1,691,000 

It  appears  by  the  export  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Dublin,  whence  this  account  was 
taken,  that  the  linen  trade  alone  has  decreafed  5,000,000  of  yards,  of  the  invoice  value  of 
350,0001.  in  the  yeaf  1772;  and  by  the  beft  edimate  that  could  be  formed  of  the  exports  from 
March  1772  to  March- 1773»  ^^^Y  were  fuppofed  to  have  further  decreafed  one-third,  which 
would  bring  them  under  900,0001.  fo  that  the  exports  of  linen  and  yarn  taken  together,  will 
fall  ihort  of  I ;  I  oo^ooo ;  little  more  than  one  half  of  their  amount  in  the  year  1 7  7 1 . 

T  2  The 
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1771  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  total 
England^  froip  the  commencement  of  the 
tities  and  bounties  paid  each  year. 


quantities  of  Britifli  and  Irifli  linens  exported  from 
bounty  to  January  1772,  diftinguifliing  the  quan- 


Britijh  Linens. 

Irifit  Linens. 

Bounties  Paid, 

Tears. 

Yards. 

I'ards. 

er  Payable, 

»743 

S«.779 

40,907 

383  »o    8 

»744 

49.52 » 

28,255 

3"     7    9 

»745 

56,240 

101,928 

747  »7    6 

1746 

«75.9*8 

695,002 

4,188  10    9 

»747 

238,014 

595.277 

4,290   12     0 

1748 

330.747 

723.663 

5,594     1    10 

»749 

414.834 

965,897 

8,615     1      4 

1750 

588,874 

742,032 

8,308  16    8 

»75» 

527.976 

854,490 

8,617    8    2 

»752 

437.»77 

968,319 

8,775  »3  »o 

»753 

641,510 

1,039,967 

10,058  16    5 

»754 

1,382,796 

843.973 

»3.905    7  " 

>75S 

41.367 

51,040 

577  "    0 

1756 

394.746 

719.135 

6,932  11    8 

1757 

1,016,754 

2,055,575 

18,847    3    8 

»75» 

1,942,667 

2,171,109 

25,690  15    4 

J  759 

1,693,087 

1.956.572 

22,807  II     I 

1760 

1,413,602 

2,352,585 

23.538  13    » 

1761 

1,272,985 

1,819,329 

19,324  11    3 

J764 

1,762,643 

2,930,476 

29.331  19  10 

1765 

2,308,310 

2,588,564 

30,604    6    9 

1764 

2.134.733 

1,858,780 

24.863    9    3 

^765 

2.095.933 

1,663,670 

23.497  10    4, 

1766 

2,236,086 

1.770.634 

25,042    0    0 

1767 

2,444,181 

2,227,124 

29,182    6  11 

176S 

2.687,457 

2,270,160 

30,985    2    1 

1769 

3,056,95a 

1,855,159 

30.699    3    5 

177a 

3,216,506 

2,707,482 

36,972  18    4 

1771 

4,411,040 

3,450,224 

44,738'   8  lo 

Extraft  from  the  accounts  of  the  linen  ftamped  in  the  following  years  in  Scotland,  as  atteft- 
ed  at  the  linen  hall  eftablifhed  by  the  Board  of  Truftees  at  Edinburgh,  intfitutcd  in  the 
year  1727. 

Teafs^  Yards.  Value. 

1727  to  1728  2,183,978  103,312 

1747  to  1748  6,661,788  262,866 

I7S7  tp  1758  9,764*408  401,511 

^767  to  1768  J3»^24,557  637,346 

An 
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'  An  authentic  account  of  the  total  quantities  of  foreign  linens  imported  into  England  in  the 
following  years,  converted  into  Britifh  yards,  and  the  duties  paid  thereon. 


Tears    1762         Tards    18,827,853^^ 

^i34»03i 

14    I 

— 

—     1763        26,634,851           — 

185,476 

>  19    4 

— 

201,711 

3    7 

— 

—     1765         25,497,7954        — 

182,997 

0  II 

— 

—     1766        25,624,  io7t        — 

184,657 

I     2 

— 

—     1767        21,054,411           — 

i64>532 

r    8  10 

— 

—     1768        — -    23,112,349          — 

199^1.67 

0  10 

— 

—     1769        25>43i»*62i        — 

217,386 

r     9     0 

1 

—     1770        — -    27»ioW343t        — 

221,333 

!    8    9 

— 

—     1771        — —    28,243,121!        — 

230,951 

14    2 

A  fummary  view  of  the  judgment  of  different  dealers  in  the  different 

counties  of  Great  Bri- 

tain,  according  to  a  number  of  years,  rcfpefting  the  proportionate  dccreafe  of  oak  timber. 

Perfans. 

Counties^  &c. 

Tears. 

Decreafe. 

Wood  &  Palmer 

Whitehaven,  in  the  north. 

AO 

Seven-eighths. 

Okil, 

Lancalhire,  Chefhire,  North  Wales, 

SO 

Three-fourths^ 

Galightly, 

Lancalh.  Chcfli.  Shropfli.  Staff.  Wales, 

50 

Seven-tenths. 

Yoxal, 

Chefliire,            

30 

One-half. 

Walford, 

3P 

Four-fifths. 

Bridge, 

Caernarv.  Denbighfli.  Merion.  Flintfti. 

>S 

Two-thirds. 

Moftin,  Efq. 

In  Denbighfhire,  advertifed  for  fale. 

I 

One-third. 

James, 

Caermarthenfli.  Pembrokefh.  Cardiganih, 

•     30 

Nine-tenths. 

Morgan, 

Caermarthenftiire,  &c. 

>3 

Seven-eighths. 

Lomax, 

Brecknockfliire,                — 

30 

Two- thirds. 

Moore, 

Worceft.  Gloucefterfli,  Herefordfh.  Monm.  40 

Four-fifths.. 

Smithy 

Worcefterlhire,  Warwickfliire, 

.40    • 

Four-fifths. 

1.     1,               / 

Devonlh.  Dorfetfli.  Somerfetfti.  CornwaU,  40 

Four-fifths. 

Kookc,            i 

Hants,  Surry,  Kent,  Suilex, 

40 

Nine-tenths. 

Steele, 

The  fouth  parts,                — 

40  to  50 

Seven-eighths. 

Chitty, 

Timber  counties  in  general. 

40 

Nine-tenths. 

Dearfly, 

>4 

Three-fourths. 

Shields, 

40 

Four-fifths. 

White, 

40 

Three-fourths. 

Morris, 

Surry,  &c.             —              — - 

20 

I'hree-fourths. 

Martin^ 

Newport,  Greenock,  Ayre,-  Dumfries, 

21 

No  fupply. 

Miller, 

River  Clyde,  Port  Giafgow, 

17 

No  fupply. 

Palmer, 

Shropfhire,  Montgomeryfliire, 

Several 

Great  canfumption» 

H.  Williams, 

Pembrokefliire,                — 

Always 

Great  deftrudtion. 

W.  Williams, 

Glamor.  Monnu  Gloucef.  Heref.  Shropfh 

•     15 

aim.  intire  deftruflion. 

Matthews,. 

Briftol,                —                — 

10 

Not  -Jth  of  the  choice^ 

Andrews, 

Plymouth,               — .               — 

3Q 

Deer,  very  confiderable 

Bird, 

London,  all  round,                •— 

Very  little  remaining. 

Goldfworth, 

General,                —                — 

in  19 

Price  from  3I.  to  4I.  5s.. 

Mills, 

Surry,  Kent,^uffex,             — 

40 

Almoft  all  taken  down 

Sir  J.  Philips, 

Aim.  intirely  cut  down 

3 

Aq 

\ 
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S771       An  account  of  the  progreffive  increafe  of  the  revenue  of  the  poft^office,  for  100  years. 

In  1644,  Mr.  Edmund  Prideauxy  who  was  inland  poft-maftcr^  was  fuppofed  to  coUcd  about 

59000!.  per  annum. 
In  1654,  the  Parliament  farmed  the  pofts  to  Mr,  Manlcy,  at  1O9OO0L 
In  1664,  Daniel  O'Neal^  Efq.  farmed  them  at  2i,sooL 
In  1-674,  they  were  let  out  at  43,000!. 
In  1685,  the  grofs  was  eftimated  at  65,oooL 
In  1688,  the  pofts  amount  was  76,318]. 
In  1697,  it  was,  according  to  Dr.  Davenant,  90,5051, 
In  17 10,  they  were  111,461!. 

In  1 7 15)  the  grofs  amount  of  the  inland  office  came  to  145,227!. 
In  i744t  the  fame  amounted  to  i98,226L 

[But  the  total  grofs  amount  of  lK>th  inland  and  foreign  offices,  which  can  alone  de« 
monftrate  the  extent  of  our  correfpondence,  was  tha^t  year  235,492!.] 
In  1764,  tlie  grofs  amount  was  432,048!. 

During  the  year  i77i,tlie  Dutch  employed  120  (hips  in  the  Greenland  trade,  which  brouglit 
Iiome  500  whales,  and  i4>320  barrels  of  oil. — Three  of  their  fibips  caught  15  whales,  and 
foundered  with  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  4,653  ihips  were  cleared  at  the  cuftom*houfe,  Newcaftle ;  of 
which  4,211  were  coafters,  and  442  for  foreign  parts: 

And  1,794  veflels  entered  the  Texel. 

The  following  are  the  only  bills  relating  to  trade  and  commerce  which  received  the  royal 
aflcnt  in  this  fcffion  : — 

A  bill  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  copper  coin  of  the  realm. 

For  repairing,  amending,  and  fupporting  the  fevera!  Iiarbours  and  fea-ports  in  the  ifle 
of  Man. 

For  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  wrought  filks  and  velvets,  for  a  further  limited 
time,  and  to  prevent  the  unlawful  combination  ofVorkmen  employed  in  that  trade. 

For  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  live  cattle,  and  frefh  proviiions. 

For  continuing  the  bounty  on  the  tonnage  of  Ihipping  employed  in  the  Greenland  whale- 

fifhcry. 

Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  the- year  1771  ; 
For  40,000  fcamen,  including  8,073  marines,  —  2,080,000    o     o 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  —  —  .*,  378,752  18     7 

For  building  and  repairs  of  Ihips,  &c.  —  -^  423,747     o     o 

For  23,432  effe&ive  troops,  --r-.  —  —  720,629   12     3   ' 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  Minorca^ 

Gibraltar,  &c.                —               —               —                —  479^1 70,  1  iif 
For  defraying  the  difference  l^etween  the  Britifh  and  Irifh  eftablifh- 

ments  of  certain  troops,                  —                  —                    —  4»533  12     8 

For  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,                    — ^  259,074  16  1 1 
For  the  fervices  of  ditto,  for  ditto,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament, 

in  1770,               —               —               —               —               —  35t443    o    7 


Carxiedover,  iC»  4*38 1*351    2  iit 
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Brought  over, 
Towards  enabling  the  commiflioncrs  to  build  a  bridge  acrofs  the  river 

Thames,  from  the  city  oiF  Weftminfter  to  the  oppofite  Ihore,  and  to 

maintain  the  faid  bridge,  &c,  -^  -—  — 

For  the  general  and  ftaff-officers  rn  Great  Britain,  -— 

For  peniions  to  widows  of  certain  reduced  officers,  — 

On  account  of  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's  fbrdes,  ice-  '-^ 

For  allowances  to  the  feveral  officers  and  private  gentletnen  of  the 

two  reduced  troops  of  horfe-guards,  &c.  -^  — 

For  one  year's  full  pay  to  certain  reduced  officers,  — 

On  account  of  the  civil  eftablUhtnent  of  Nova  Scotia«  •»^ 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  —  —  -^  - — 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida^  —  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  —  —  — 

For  general  fiirveys  in  North,  America,  —  — 

Towards  extraordinaries  of  the  i^rmy,  &c.  —  — 

On  account  of  the  out-p^niioners  of  Chelfea  Hof{>ital,  — 

For  paying  off  and  difcfaaFging  certain  Exchequer  bills,  &c. 
To  the  Foundling  Helpita),  —  .  —  — 

-     T«  ditto,  ^  .  —  —  — 

Towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy,  —  -^ 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  likj;  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to 

make  good  certain  deficiencies,  «»,  —  .^ 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fun^,  iifued  in  purfuance  of  the 

addrefles  of  the  Houfe<  of  Commons,  — ^  *^ 

.  To.  make  good  the  like  fum  paid  to  Several  perlbn^  as  compenfations 

for  certain  lofies  fufiained,  &c.  ...  «p.  «^ 

On  account  of  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  Senegambia,  •^ 

To  the  Levant  Company,  to  affift  them  in  carrying  on  their  tf^de. 
For  repairing,  maintaining,  &c.  the  Britifli  forts  and  fettlementa  on 

the  coaft  of  Africa,  ——  — — '  ■   ■    • 

For  the  more  effedtually  repairing  the  fort  of  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  ■■■  ■  ■    ■  '  ■   ■ 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North 

Britain,    —  —  —  —  — 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  good  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  the 

expences  incurred  by  the  faid  Company  in  the  expedition  to  Manilla^ 
For  reimburfing  to  the  province  of  New  Hampfhire,  their  expences  in 

furniffiing  provifions,  &c.  to  the  troops  raifed  by  them  for  his  Majefty's 

fervice,  for  the  campaign  of  1756,  —  — 
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Ways  and  Means  for  this  year  :-^ 
Malt -tax,  —  —  —  — 

The  land-tax,  (at  48.)  —  —  -^ 

By  Exchequer  bills,  —  —         •  _ 

Lottery,  — •  —  —  — 

From  the  finking  fund,  —  —  — 

From  ditto,  —  —  —  — 

The  furplus  of  grants  for  certain  fervices,  •—  — 

The  Eaft  India  Company,  —  —  — 

Out  of  fuch  monies  as  have  been  granted  for  proteAing,  &c.  the 

Britifti  colonies  and  plantations,  —  —  — 

The  furplus  of  the  two*fevenths  of  the  cxcife,  granted  for  certain 

purpofes,  —  —  —  — 

The  furplus  iathe  Exchequer  for  the  difpofition  of  Parliament,  over 

and  above  the  furplus  of  the  finking  fund  remaining  for  the  fame  purpofe. 


700,000    o  o 

2,037,854  19  II 

2,800,000     o  o 

200,000    o  o 

69i»977     7  9 

1,650,000     o  o 

89,658  i6  9t 

400,000    o  o 

20,000    o  o 


30,291  II 


20,000     I 


3i 
6t 


Total  of  ways  and  means. 
Supply  granted. 


7,639,782  17     si 
7,160,779  10     5 


fb'iib  ■ 


Excefs  of  provifions,       ^liefioH        £•     479>oo3    6  loj- 


^  The  charge  of  the  pay  andcloathing  of  the  militia- in  England  (ot  one  year,  beginning^ 
March  25,  1771,  was  voted  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by  the  land  tax,  granted, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1771. 

Additional  duties^  regulf^tion  of  duties,  and  bounties  in  this  year. 
^  An  additional  number  of  hackney-coaches  were  licenfed,  not  tocjexceed  300;  and  the  new 
licences  were  extended  to  all  places  within  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  the 
limits  of  the  weekly  bills  qf  mortality :  and  jfor  which  a  rent  of  5s.  a  week  was  charged,  during 
the  continuance  of  fuch  licence. 

The  term  for  the  bounty  on  veflejs  built  for  the  white-hcrring-fiftiery  expiring  this  year,  it 
was  voted  to  give  a  bounty  of  30s.  per  ton  ^o  all  vefiels,  from  28  to  80  tons,  which  have  been 
built  fince  the  year  1760,  or  fhould  hereafter  be  built,  for  the  purpofe  of  the  white^herring 
fiiheries,  and  ihouLd  be  a£tuaUy  employed  therein. 

A  bounty  was  continued  on  the  (hips  employed  in  the  whale-fiihery  to  Greenland,  Davis's 
Straits,  and  places  adjacent,  for  a  limited  time  :  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  exifting  boun- 
ties, 40s.  per  ton  was  granted  on  all  (hips  employed  in  the  faid  fifliery,  for  the  terra  of  five 
years  ;  30s.  per  ton  for  a  fecond  term  of  five  years  ;  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  fecond 
term,  a  bounty  of  20s,  per  ton  for  an  additional  five  years,  ending  with  the  feflion  of  Par- 
liament. 

All  the  duties  payable  on  account  of  the  harbours  of  the  lile  of  Man,  were  ordered  to  ceafe 
and  determine ;  and  the  following  duties  were  fubftituted  in  lieu  thereof: — 

Three-halfpence  per  ton  on  all  veflcis,  not  being  laden,  or  in  ballaft,  belonging  to  any  of 
his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  which  lUall  arrive  or  put  into  any  of  the  harbours  in  the  faid  ifland ; 
and  2d.  for  all  foreign  fhips. 

A  duty 


OF      THE      ORIGIN      OF      COMMERCE.  153 

1771  A  duty  of  2d.  per  ton  on  all  Britifh  vcflcis,  being  laden,  or  having  any  cargo  on  board, 
v^hether  they  Ihould  break  bulk,  or  deliver  any  part  of  their  cargo,  or  not;  and  3d.  upon 
foreign  fhips. 

An  additional  duty  of  id.  per  ton  upon  all  British  vefTeis  which  (hould  be  repaired  in  any 
of  the  harbours  in  the  faid  ifland;  and  2d.  for  all  foreign  fliips. 

An  additional  duty  of  2d.  per  ton  on  all  foreign  veiTels  which  (hould  break  bulk,  and  deliver 
any  part  of  their  cargo. 

A  duty  of  2S.  6d.  upon  every  foreign  (hip  anchoring  in  any  of  the  bays  of  the  faid  ifland. 

A  duty  of  23.  6d.  per  ton  upon  all  fpirits  ;  is.  6d.  per  hogfhead  upon  tobacco;  2s.  per  hun- 
dred-weight upon  teas;  is.  per  hundred-weight  upon  coffee;  and  2$.  6d.  per  tun  upon  all 
wines,  imported  into  the  faid  ifland. 

A  duty  of  2d.  per  chaldron  was  alfo  laid  upon  all  coals  imported  into  the  faid  ifland,  to  be 
reckoned  according  tathe  cocket  at  the  port  of  exportation. 

A  duty,  after  the  rate  of  los.  per  cent,  ad  valor enty  was  laid  upon  all  foreign  goods ;  wines, 
fpirits,  and  fait  excepted  :  and  5s.  upon  other  goods,  imported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
(except  liccnfcd  goods  and  fait  for  the  firtierics,  of  above  the  value  of  5I.)  into  the  faid  ifland. 

A  duty  of  3d.  per  quarter  wa^  laid  upon  ^11  corn  and  grain;  and  id.  per  hundred-weight 
upon  all  meal  and  flour  imported  into,  or  exported  from  the  faid  ifland. 

A  duty  of  6d,  per  head  was  likewife  laid  dpon  all  horfes.and  black  cattle  imported  into,  or 
exported  from  the  faid  ifland. — The  faid  rates,  duties,  and  impofltions  were  direfled  to  be 
applied,  from  time  to  time,  towards  amending,  repairing,  and  fupporting  the  feveral  harbours 
and  fea-ports  in  the  faid  ifland. 

The  following  bounties  were  refolved  to  be  allowed  upon  the  importation  of  white-oak 
(laves  and  heading,  from  the  plantations  in  America,  viz. 

A  bounty  of  61.  for  every  1,200  pipe-ftaves,  eachilave  not  being  lefs  than  five  feet  fix  inches 
long,  from  four  inches  and  an  half,  to  fix  inches  broad,  and  two  inches  thick  at  the  thinned: 
edge,  which  (hould  be  imported  from  the  ift  of  January,  1772,  to  the  ift  of  January,  1775, 
and  in  the  like  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  number. 

Six  pounds  for  every  1,800  of  hogfhead  ftavcs,  each  (lave  not  being  lefs  than  four  feet  fix 
inches  long,  from  four  inches  and  an  half,  to  fix  inches  broad,  and  one  inch  and  an  half  thick 
at  the  thinneft  edge,  which  (hould-  be  fo  imported. 

Six  pounds  for  every  2,400  barrel  ftaves,  each  ftave  being  from  three  feet  fix  inches,  to  three 
feet  eight  inches  in  length,  from  four  to  five  inches  broad,  and  one  inch  and  an  half  thick  at 
the  thinneft  edge,  which  (hould  be  imported  as  aforefaid. 

Six  pounds  for  every  3,600  pieces  of  pipe,  hog(head,  and  barrel  heading,  each  piece  of  pipe 
heading  being  two  feet  eight  inches  long ;  hogfhead  heading,  two  feet  four  inches  ;  and  barrel 
heading,  two  feet  one  inch  long,  at  the  leaft;  and  each  fuch  refpeftive  piece  of  heading  from 
five  to  fix  inches  broad,  and  two  inches  thick  at  the  thinneft  edge,  which  (hould  be  fo  import- 
ed.—Each  hundred  to  contain  fix-fcore. 

A  bounty  of  four  pounds  was  alfo  granted  for  every  1,200  of  fuch  pipe  ftaves,  i  ,800  hog(head 
ftaves,  2,400  barrel  ftaves,  and  for  every  3,600  pieces  of  heading  as  before  defcribed,  which 
Ihould  be  imported  from  the  ift  of  January,  1775^  to  the  ift  of  January,  1778;  and  2I.  for 
every  fuch  quantity  of  pipe,  hog(head,  and  barrel  ftaves,  and  pieces  of  heading,  as  before  de- 
fcribed, which  (hould  be  imported  from  the  ift  of  January,  1778,  to  the  ift  of  January,  1781.'— 
Thefe  bounties  were  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  his  Majcfty's  cuftoms. 
Vol.  IV.  \h  IMPORTS 
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1771  IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1770,  to  Christmas  1771.' 

Countries.  Imports.  Exports. 

Africa,         —         —          ^            £.      97,486  19  3  7*2,538     7     4 

Canaiies,                 —                 —  6,803  *^  ^^  ^13,825     9     8 

Denmark  and  Norway,               —  83,711     6  4  152,340    o     5 

Eaft  Country,            —                —  *9Sj3S7     o  2  95»9Ji  ^9  n 

Eaft  India,             —             —  1,882,139     5  9  1,184,824  13  ii 

Flanders,              —                     —  142,130     2  6  861,777   16     7 

France,            —                    —  5 1 1^45     8  11  146,128     3     2 

Germany,                —                —  7^5i774    2  o  1,316,492     i     4 

^Greenland,                 —                 —  '3*803     5  10  10     6     3 

Holland,              —             —  428,080     I  7  1.685,397   16     o 

Ireland,                —             -  —  '>38o>737  14  n  1,983.818   17     6 

Italy,                  —                  —  947*138   12  8  782,582   15     7 

Madeiras,                 —                 —  2,067   18  2  11,213  17     9 

Portugal,            —            —  3S4>63i   10  7  716,122     3    5 

RufTja,                   —                  —  1,274,620  12  o  150*  159  10    6 

Spain,            — .            — .            —  508,323  II  3  1,224,811   II   10 

Streights,                —                —  3*604  13  0  i53»323  16  u 

Sweden,                 —                —  J57>85i   10  i  64,180    o     i 

Turkey,                   —                   —  100,443     2  9  20,573  15     3 

Venice,            —            _            —  83,335    o  2  73»9S^  18     i 

Alderney,                —                —  95  '3  8  i»i25  12     9 

Gucrnfey,            —            —  .  38»i03     7  6  34.541     o     i 

Jerfey,             —     .        —             —  18,603  12  9  22,898   14     6 

Canada,                 —                —  37*286  12  8  170,962     8  11 

Carolina,                   —                   —  420,311   14  8  409,169     9     4 

Cape  Breton,                 —                 —  ij.    9  5  ■ 

Florida,                 —                 —  21,856  11  11  66,647     9  11 

Georgia,                     —                     —  63,810  10  9  70»493  ^9     3 

Hudfon's  Biy,                —                —         9*225  18  o  S1822     I     8 

New  England,             —             —  150,381   17  2  1,420,119     i      i 

Newfoundland,             —             —  49*424  18  8  89,394     i     7 

New  Providence,                 —  7>837     3  3                 — ^ 

New  York,                —                —  95*875     8  11  653,621     7     6 

Nova  Scotia,                —                —  3*45i   H  3  5^5S8i   12     8 

Pennfylvania,                 —                 —  3>»6i5  19  9  728,744  19  10 

Virginia  and  Maryland,            —  577,848  16  6  920,326     3     8 

Antigua,                 —                —  180,923     3  o  118,152   10  II 

Barbadoes,                 —                 —  163*053     i  4  J  20,011     o     3 

Bermudas,            —            —  836    8  3  8,645  ^5    9 

Dominica,                —                —  170,623  19  3  55*6i2     2     3, 

Grenades,            —            —  36»>839  10  7  138,4^1     6     6 

Jamaica             —             —  1,261,675     7  9  4(^4,888     O  lO 

Montferrat,             —            —  ^3*034    4  o  15.642     o    6 

Nevis,            —            —            —  67,291     3  2  19*751     7     I 

St.  Croix,            —            —  4  685  16  2 

St.  Euflatia,            —            —  >»436     2  11                  ■            

St.  Kilts,             —            —  268,276  16  8  95*442  17   10 

St.  Vincent,                 —                —  123,919    4  5  35.200     i   ir 

Tobago,                —                —  7*001     2  7  28,610  14  II 

Tortola,            —            —  41,466    4  1  20,969     5     q 

St.  Thomas,                        —  447     7  1                   — — 

Spanilh  Weft  Indies  Hudfon^s  Bay,  399988    o  9  4*301     o    2 


Totals,  12,822,025  19    9  17,161,146  14    a 


Exports  exceed  the  Imports,  4)339*  120  14    5 


Extraft 
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J771       Extraft  from  the  general  bill  of  chridenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  ia 
London,  from  December  11,    1770,  to  December  10,  1771. 

Chriftened,  Males,              8,839                        '    Buried,  Males,  10,921 

Females,          8,233                                         Females,  10,859 


^hOTi  21,780 


The  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  for  this  year,  in  the  following  cities,  &c.  were  as  follow: 

Paris, — births,    20,685;  deaths,  18,941;  marriages,  4,452  ;  foundlings,  7,156. 

Amllerdam, — baptifms  in  the  fcvcral  reformed  churches,  4,707  ;  deaths,  7,983. 

Rotterdam, — deaths,   1,702. 

Copenhagen,— births,   2,657  ;  deaths,  3,144. 

Manchefter  and  Salford, — chriftened,  1,169  ;  burials,  993;  marriages,  423. 
1772  The  fpirit  of  reliftancc  continued  to  animate  the  American  colonies. — In  the  month  of  June, 
in  this  year,  one  of  the  King's  armed  fchooners,  ftationed  at  Providence,  Rhode  Ifland,  to 
prevent  fmnggling,  was  fcized  and  burned  by  the  people  of  that  colony:  and  in  Oftober  fol- 
lowing, the  town  meeting  of  Bofton  remonftrated  to  the  governor,  in  terms  ofthegreatcft 
afpcrity,  againft  the  fettling  fixed  falaries  on  the  judges  of  the  fuperior  court  of  judicature,  in 
New  England  ;  and  fent  circular  letters,  of  a  very  inllammatory  nature,  to  the  other  colonies 
on  the  occafion. 

His  Majefty  had  particularly  recommended  the  aftairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  the 
attention  of  Parliament,  in  his  fpcech  from  the  throne,  at  the  opening  of  the  fedion  ;  never- 
thelefs,  it  was  fo  late  as  the  30th  of  March  before  th's  important  bufinefs  was  taken  up  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  The  deputy  chairman  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  then  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Company's  fervants  and  concerns  in  India.— 
This  bill  was  framed  with  a  view  to  reftrain  the  governor  and  council  from  all  manner  of 
trade,  and  to  make  a  total  alteration  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  and  in  the  mode  of  adminifter- 
ing  jufticc  in  Bengal,  as  well  as  to  enlarge  the  Company's  powers  with  rcfpeil  to  its  fervants, 
and  to  lay  additional  reftridions  upon  them. 

Though  this  bill  was  totally  laid  afide  at  the  fecond  reading,  it  produced  very  long  and  ani- 
mated debates;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  them,  it  appeared  very  evident,  that  the  condafl  and 
affairs  of  the  Company,  as  well  as  the  tranfa£tions  of  its  fervants,  demanded  a  very  ftrift  en- 
quiry, and  wanted  much  regulation :  nor  were  there  wanting  thofc  who  fuggefted,  on  the 
occafion,  that,  from  the  apparent  infufhciency  of  the  Company  for  fuch  an  important  talk. 
Government  fliould  take  the  whole  of  their  territorial  dominions  under  its  own  immediate 
jurifdiflion.  A  bill  therefore  was  brought,  which  paflcd  into  an  afl:,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
{i:\tBt  committee  of  31  members,  to  enquire  into  the  nature  and  ftatc  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, and  of  their  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies:  and  as  the  fuhjcil  of  their  inquifition  was  fo 
various,  as  well  as  of  fuch  great  extent,  they  were  obliged  to  apply  for  leave  to  continue  their 
fittings  during  the  fummcr  feafon. 

The  precarious  filuation  ofafFaifs  in  India, — the  late  diftrefTes  of  the  natives, — the  depopu- 
lation of  the  country,— the  oppreflive  and  arbitrary  conduft  of  the  Company's  fervants,— the 
great  decrcafe  of  the  net  revenues  pf  Bengal,  from  various  mifmanagements,  as  well  as  enor- 
mous and  unncceffary  expenccs,  and  theimmcnfe  confequence  to  this  nation  of  preferving  and 
well  governing  our  poffeflions  in  India,  were  the  confideratio  ns  that  induced  Parliament  to 

adopt  this  regulating  law, 

V  2  .  The 
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1772      The  great  encouragement  given  at  this  time  to  the  breed  of  horfes,  feems  to  have  checked 
that  of  fheep  and  black  cattle  ;  and,  confequently  raifed  the  price  of  butcber's-meat :  as  it  ap- 
pears, from  the  following  table,  that  the  increafe  of  cattle,  &c.  was  by  no  means  proportionate 
to  the  augm<enting  population  of  the  metropolis. 
A  Table,  (hewing  the  number  of  flieep  and  black  cattle  fold  at  Smitbfield,  for  40  years:—* 


From  Ailchaelmas. 

Sheep. 

Average.      Black  Cattle. 

Average. 

1730  to  1731 

480,010 

8,304 

173a 

537.250 

^ 

87.571 

»733 

588,310  . 

95.301 

\ 

»734 

597,920 

94.473 

»73S 

636,740— 

—568,060 

102,628 — 

--93>653 

1736 

617,720 

100,602 

»737 

637,190 

ico,686 

1738 

615,000 

t 

96,762 

*739 

598,000 

96,404 

1740 

527,420- 

—599.466 

93.285- 

—97,548 

1 741 

555.480 

85.245 

1742 

518,700 

86,913 

»743 

479.030 

85,682 

• 

J  744 

513*320 

87,441 

174s 

589,140— 

— 53»>i34 

84,179- 

—85,892 

1746 

648,350 

83.'49 

»747 

646,930 

81,988 

1748 

634.750 

76,060 

»749 

'  666,900 

' 

83.357 

1750 

680,650 655,516 

79,836- 

— 80,878 

»7S» 

673.650 

79.983 

i7S» 

688,970 

81.847 

»7S3 

686,810 

83.677 

J  754 

669,000 

77.605 

»755 

684,570- 

610,618 

81,106— 

—80,843 

1756 

653,220 

83,266 

»757 

594,260 

89.776 

1758 

571,660 

90,559 

>7S9 

610,870 

96,082 

1760 

653.740- 

616,750 

98,813- 

— 91,699 

1761 

7 1 8,060  l-ths  of  a  year. 

90,232  -Jths  of  a  year 

1762 

842,030  a 

I  year  and  -^th 

121,175a 

year  and  -^th. 

1763 

964,190 

90,991 

1764 

581,440 

80,299 

J765 

547,300—730,608 

84,702- 

— 93,480 

1766 

587.520 

78.387 

1767 

588,730 

81,035 

1768 

655,920 

• 

84.S55 

1769 

665,240 

85,862 

1770 

666,65o>- 

—632,81a 

90,979- 

— 84,244 

The 
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The  inefficacy  of  the  temporary  corn-bills  which  had  been  pafled  in  every  feflion  for  fome 
years  back,  had  occafioned  the  forming  a  committee  in  the  laft  feflion,  for  examining  into  and 
confidering  the  whole  ftate  of  the  corn,  and  of  the  corn  laws,  and  for  framiiig  fuch  regulations 
thereon,  as  might  be  the  bails  of  a  comprehenfive  and  permanent  law,  which  fhould  apply  to 
all  poflible  cafes,  with  refpeft  to  exportation,  importation,  prices,  and  bounties,  and  thereby 
fupcrfede  the  neceflity  of  temporary  and  imperfeft  regulations.  Several  refolutions  were  then 
approved  of  and  paiTed  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon  only  prevented  its  being 
carried  furdier.  A  bill,  therefore,  was  brought  in  upon  the  fame  principles,  and  pailed 
through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but  being  returned,  with  fome  alterations,  by  the  Lords, 
the  Commons,  confidering  it  as  a  money  bill,  and  therefore  not  to  be  altered  by  the  other 
Houfe,  threw  it  out  with  extraordinary  marks  of  contempt. 

From. the  various  articles  of  information  which  the  difcuflion  of  the  corn  bufinefs  produced 
»t  this  time,  we  have  feiefted  the  following  tables. 

Prices  of  grain  per  quarter  at  Bear-Key  and  Mark- Lane,  for  15  fucceflive  years :— 


Years. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Jan. 

i.        $. 

J.                Sm 

i.         s.    d. 

1742 

26  to  29 

15  to  20  . 

12  to  15; 

J  743 

20 —  23 

15  —  20 

13—16 

1744 

19 —  21 

M  —  13 

9—12 

»74S 

18  —  20 

12—  15 

12  —  16 

1746 

17—24 

10—13 

12  —  14 

J  747 

a;  —  30 

8  —  12 

7  —  II 

1748 

26  —  28 

13—  H 

9  —  i^. 

1749 

27  —  32 

17—  18 

14 —  16 

1750 

24'— 27 

14—  17 

12—13 

»75i 

24—27 

14—17 

12—13 

-   J  75a 

20  —  25 

10  —  13 

9  —  11 

»753 

^9  -  35 

17  —  18 

10  —  12 

J  754 

^7  — 33 

17—  19 

12  —  13 

»755 

24  —  26 

12—  14  . 

10—  13 

1756 

22  —  26 

14—  15 

12  —  13   ,6 

Gross  Amount  of  Corn  Exported. 


A   Table  of  the  corn  exported  from  England  during  five  years,  diftinguifhing  the  fpecies 
thereof,  with  the  bounties  payable  thereon,  laid  before  Parliament. 

Exported  for  Bounty. 
^antlty.     Bounty. 

Barley,       449,289—  56,159  • 
•Majt,       1,426,264—184,195 
Oatmeal,      37,366 —    4,668 
-Ry«»  399^883—  69,977  . 

■Wheat,  1,455,642-^363,908 


Tears* 

>744- 

I74S 
1746 

1747 
1748 


Barley, 
Qrs. 

20,090 

95,878 

158,719 

103,140 

73'857 


Malt. 

Qrs. 

219,862 

2i9»3S4 
282,024 

361,280 
349'363 


OatmeaK 
Qrs. 

1.657 

9.770 
20,203 

2,122 

3.768 


Rye. 
Qrs. 

74,169 
83,966 
45,782 
92,718 
103,891 


Wheat. 

Qrs. 
231,984- 

3^4.839 

130,646- 

266,906- 

543»387- 


Totals  451,684     1,431,883     37,520    400,526     1,497,762  Totals,  3,768,444— 678,907 


^  The  difference  between  the  quantity  of  cori>  exported,  and  of  corn  exported  for  bounty, 
isoccafioned  by  fome  exported  to  Alderney,  Gucrnfey,  Jcrfey,  &c.  not  entitled  to  bounty. 

Tlicfc 
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1772  •  Thefe  great  exports  were  principally  from  the  ports  of  London,  Ipfwicb,  Yarmouth^ 
Lynn  Regis,  Hull,  Briftol,  Southampton,  Cowes,  Chicheftcr,  Shoreham,and  thofe  of  Wales; 
the  chief  countries  exported  to  were,  Holland,  Germany,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Portugal,  and 
the  Mediterranean  :  but  France  and  Flanders,  on  account  of  the  war,  had  not  any  tranfmitted, 
except  a  certain  fupply  fent  to  fill  the  French  magazines,  previous  totUe  opening  the  laft  cam- 
paign of  the  exifting  war,  which  was  the  caufe  of  that  precipitate  and  ill-confidered  treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chapellc. 

The  total  exports  of  the  above  period  of  five  years,  being  3»768,444  quarters  of  different 
fpecies  of  corn,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  produced,  £, 

At  35s.  per  quarter,  —  —  6,594,777 

At  40s. —  —  7>S36,888 

At  45s. —  .  —  8,478,999 

At  50s, —  —  9,421,110 

Or  the  medium  of  thofe  fums,  being  8,007,9481. ;  in  either  cafe  it  is  an  immenfe  futn  to  flow 
immediately  from  the  produce  of  the  Earth,  and  the  labour  of  the  people,  enriching  our  mer- 
chants, and  increafing  an  invaluable  brood  of  feamen. 

In  the  courfc  of  this  year,  4,872  ftiips  were  cleared  at  the  Cuftom  Houfe,  Newcaftle,  t)f 
which  4,480  were  coafters,  and  39a  for  foreign  parts. 

From  December  5,- 1771,  to  December  5,   1772,  6,680  veflcls  paflTed  the  Sound,  which 
were  as  follow : 

Dutch,  —  2,145  Hamburghers,  —  32 

Engli(h,  —  1,894  Ruffian,  —  28 

Danifh,  —  973  From  Roftock  —  21 

Swedes,  -^  805  Imperial,  —  13 

Pruffians,         —  326  French,  —  13 

Dantzickers,        —  2n  Courlanders,  —  7 

Bremeners,  —  170  Spanifh,  «—  2 

Lubeckers,  —  38  Portuguefe,  —  2 

The  total  number  of  which  amounted  to  6,680  veffels. 
The  following  bills,  among  many  others,  received  the  royal  aflent  this  year. 
To  continue  and  amend  an  aft  paffcd  in  the  laft  feffion,   to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
corn,.  &c. 

To  continue,  for  a  further  time,  the  aft  for  the  importation  of  failed  provifions,  &c,  from 
Ireland  and  the  American  colonies. 

To  difcontinue  the  inland  duty  of  is,  per  pound  on  Singlo  and  black  teas,  and  for  allowing 
a  drawback  on  teas  exported  to  Ireland  and  the  Plantations. 

For  making  a  navigable  canal  from  the  river  Dee,  near  Chefter,  to  Nantwich. 
For  better  preferving  his  Majefty's  dock  yards,  (hips,  ftores  and  ammunition. 
To  amend  an  aft  for  maintaining  and  enlarging  the  harbour  of  Ramfgate  and  haven  of 
Shoreham. 

For  embanking  and  preferving  certain  fen  and  low  grounds  in  Huntingdonfliire. 
For  deepening  and  preferving  the  harbour  of  Ayr  in  Scotland. 
For  the  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  recovery  of  fmall  debts  in  Scotland. 

For  allowing  the  importation  of  wheat,  wheat  flour,  rye  and  rye  meal,  into  this  kingdom, 
for  a  limited  time. 

For 
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1772      For  allowing  the  free  importation  of  rice  into  this  kingdom,  from  any  of  his  Majcfty's  co- 
lonies in  America. 

For  remedying  the  evils  occafibned  by  the  laws  now  in  being  againft  cngroflers,  foreftallcrs 

and  regrators. 

For  further  encouraging  the  herring  fifhery  on  the  coafts  of  the  Ifle  of  Man. 

For  more  cffeftually  preventing  frauds  in  the  revenue  of  excife,  with  refpeft  to  tea,  foap, 
low  wines  and  fpirits. 

To  prevent  frauds  and  abufes  relating  to  the  trade  carrying  on  between  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland. 

For  more  efFeftually  preventing  fraud  in  the  (lamp  duties,  upon  vellum,  parchment,  paper 

and  cards. 

To  continue  and  amend  an  aft  to  prevent  fratids  committed  by  bankrupts. 

For  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  tea  to  Ireland  and  his  Majefty's  colonies  in 
America. 

For  rendering  the  payment  of  tfie  creditors  of  infolvent  debtors  more  equal  and  expeditious 
in  Scotland. 

For  allowing  the  free  importation  of  wheat,  Indian  corn,  &c.  for  a  limited  time. 

For  allowing  the  free  importation  of  wheat,  barley,  &c.  from  Africa  or  any  part  of  Europe, 
for  a  limited  time. 

For  the  difcontinuance  of  the  duties  on  hog's-lard  and  greafe,  and  for  the  free  importation 
of  hams,  bacon,  and  all  forts  of  fait  provifions  from  any  part  of  Europe,  for  a  limited  time. 

To  allow  the  further  importation  of  rice  from  America. 

To  reftrain  the  Eaft  India  Company  from  appointing  fupervifors,  for  a  limited  time.  • 

For  making  a  branch  of  the  river  Trent  navigable. 
Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year  : — 

For  25,000  feameii,  including  6,664  marines,  — ^ 

For  17,547  land-forces,  including  1,522  invalids,  — 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  at 
Minorca,  Gibraltar,  &c.  —  —  — 

For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britifli  and  Irifti  eftablifhmerits 
of  five  battalions  and  four  companies  of  foot,  &c.  — 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftafF  officers,  &c.  —  — > 

For  penfions  to  the  widows  of  certain  reduced  officers,  — 

On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefly's  land  forces   and 
marines,  &c.  —  —  —  —  1 15*765  16    o 

For  allowances  to  feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 
reduced  troops  of  horfe  guards,  &c.  —  —  1,281     o     6 

For  the  charge  of  out  penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  &c,  —  1^4,8  [3  12     6 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,  &c.  215,883  17     4 

For  fervices  performed  by  ditto  for  ditto,  not  provided  for  by  Parlia- 
ment in  177 1,  —  _  —  -^  32,498     6     3 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  to  fea  and  marine 
officers,  —  —  —  —  394*725  17     6 

Towards  building  and  repairing  fhips,  &c.  and  other  extra  works,  375*939    o    o 


1,300,000 

629,491 

s. 

0 

12* 

d. 
0 

4i 

3881953 

12 

n 

4.723 

11,322 
644 

16 

7 
0. 

3 

0 

Carried  forward,  31596,042  18     64 
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£^      ^v 

d. 

3,596,042  1 8 

H 

S»346  10 

S 

3»i86    0 

0 

^  4»9SO    0 

0 

5,650    .0 

0 

6,336    0 

9i. 

1,885    4 

0 

2,000    0 

0 

Brought  over, 
On  account  of  tho  civil  eftablifliment  of  Nova  Scotia,  — 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  _  —  — .  —  — 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  _  ^  _ 

Ditto  of  Senegambia,  —  —  —  — 

On  account  of  general  fu'rvcys  in  North  America,  —  — 

To  thetruftees  of  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  —  —  — 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  purchafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,   a  collec- 
•  tion  of  Etrufcan,  Grecian,  and  Roman  antiquities,  brought  from  Italy 

by  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  to   be  veftcd  in  the 
.truftces  of  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  —  —  —  —  8,410    o    o 

To  enable  the  truftees  of  the  Britilh  Mufeum  to  provide  a  repolitory 

forthc  faid  colleftion,  —  _  _  —  .« 

For  paying  ofF  certain  Exchequer  bills  —  — 

To  be  employed  in  repairing,  &c.   Britilh  forts  and  fettlements  on|he 

coaft  of  Africa,  _  —  _ 

For  more  efFeftually  repairing  the  fort  of  Cape  Coaft  Caftlc  in  Africa, 
To  be  applied  towards  encouraging  difcoveries  towards  the  South  Pole, 
Towards  defraying  the  extraordinarics  of  the  army,  &c.  — 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain, 
To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  iflTued   thereout  to  make 

good  certain  deficiencies,  &c.  —  —  —  42,445     5     5 

To  the  Levant  Company,   to  be  applied  in  afiifting  the  faid  Company 

in  carrying  on  their  trade,  —  —  —  5,000    o    o  ' 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fura   ilTued  by  his  Majcfty's  ^ 

orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefies  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  6,580    o    o 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum,  paid  to  certain  perfons  in 

North  Britain,  as  a  compenfation  of  certain  lolTesfuftained,  and  expences 

incurred  by  them,  for  preventing  the  fpreading  of  the  infectious  diftem- 

pcr  amongft  the  horned  cattle,  —  =—  —  —  294    311 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  good  the  feveral  fums  payable  to  the 

perfons  who  have  fubfcribed  the  capital  ftock  of  3  per  cent,  annuities,  to 

be  difcbarged,  &c,  —  —  —  —  i>350,ooo    o    o 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of  1 77  r,  39>4S6    o  io|^ 

To  be  paid  to  Charles  Irving,  for  the  difcovery  of  an  eafy  and  prac- 

.ticablc  method  of  making  fea  water  frelh  and  wholcfome,  —  vS>ooo    o    o 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  reward  Daniel  Peter  Layard,  Doftor  of 

Phyfic,  for  his  advice  towards  preventing  thcfdiforder   among  the  horned 

cattle,     —  —  ^-  ««  —  ^QQ    Q    Q 

To  be  paid  as  a  compenfation  to  Edward  Hill,  for  the  lofs  he  will 
-  fuftain  by  difconiinuing  the  ufe  of  pcftles  in  making  gunpowder,  &c.  i>50o    o    o 


840 

0 

0 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

2,400 

0 

0 

4,000 

t> 

0 

274»43« 

4 

7^ 

1,  *   6,998 

H 

5 

Total,  7. '86,253    3    I 


The 


A.   D. 
1772 


OP      THE      ORIGIN      dp      COMMSUCB.  161 

The  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  foregoing  fupplies. 
Duty  on  malt,  —  — •  .        — " 

Land  tax  at  3s.  —  *—  — 

Certain  furplufles  of  the  (inking  ftind^  —        '  —- 

Ditto,  —  —  —  —  — 

By  Exchequer  bills,  —  —       — 

By  agreement  v^ith  the  Eaft  India  Company,  — 

Certain  exceffcs  of  the  finking  fund,  —  — 

By  certain  livings,  &c.  —  _  — 

Ditto  •^  — .  _  —  — 

Ditto,  —  —  —  -1^  -• 

Ditto,  —  —  —  — 

By  a  lottery,  —  —  .     — • 

From  the  finking  fund,       —  ~  — 

Certain  monies  referved  for  the  direftion  of  Parliament,  — 

The  furpluflcs  of  certain  dedu£tions,  &c.  —  — 

A  certain  fum  in  the  Exchequer  for  the  difpofition  of  Parliament, 

Total  of  ways  and  means  provided,  &c.  —  — 

Ditto  of  fuppiies  granted,  &c.  —  — 

Exccfs  of  provifions,  —-  — .  .— 

There  were  no  extra  duties  or  alteration  of  duties  impofed  or  made  during  this  year. 
A  general  ftatement  of  the  public  debts  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  {landing  out  Janu- 
ary 5,  i772i  with  the  annual intereft,  ice. 


£• 

s. 

J. 

750,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

136,416 

0 

Si- 

SS>i9a 

6 

Hi 

i,8oo>coo 

0 

0 

40O1O00 

0 

0 

805,398 

^3 

2 

138,090 

S 

10 

36,77a 

10 

0 

i,«63 

^3 

10 

40,000 

0 

0 

150,000 

0 

0 

X|8s6>7a3 

I 

2 

ao,ooo 

0 

0 

21,710 

0 

0 

10,426 

9 

3 

7*722,593 

0 

"t 

7,186,253 

3 

0 

536,339 

17 

"t 

*  Exchequer,  —  — 

Eaft  India  Company,  — 

Bank  of  England,  — 

By  remaining  annuities  of  one  life  each, 
granted  on  the  lotteries  of  1 745  and  1 746.— 
Ditto  on  the  3  per  cent,  annuities  of  1757  and 
1761 ;  as  alfo  on  the  annuities  of  i  per  cent, 
for  98  years  to  the  fubfcribcrs  to  the  loan  of 
i2,ooo,oooI.  granted  for  the  iervice  of  the  year 
i762,togetlier  with  the  charges  of  management 
to  the  Bank  of  England^  -^  — 

JSouth  Sea  Company,  *- 

Tola!, 


Principal  Debt. 

Annuat  Inter  eft ^  &c. 

£•       s.   J* 

£.         s.    d. 

2,034,364  12    <)% 

153,066    4    8 

4,200,000    0    0 

127,687  10    0 

94»i37r94S     I     Si- 

3,088,616    5    7 

a7»^25»3^  »3  ^^i 


327*515  o  3 
829,507  8  2 


127,497,619  8  a|^    4*526,392  8  8 


*  The  4and taxes  and, duties  on  malt  being  annual  grants,  are  not  charged  in  this  account,  nor  the  i,ooo,oool. 
charged  on  the  dedu£kion  of  6d.  per  pound  on  pen&ons,  nor  the  i,8oa,oooU  borrowed  in  17719  charged  on  the 
fuppiies  in  1772. 
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1772        IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1771,  to  Christmas  1772. 

Countries.  Imports.  Exports. 

Africa,                —  —                92,338  12  o  866,394  11     3 

Canaries,      ^         —         '  —            12,773  10  7  32^539     7     3 

Denmark  and  Norway,  —              85,521   17  2  161,972  14    3 

Eaft  Country,            —  —           209,189  14  5  103,661     2     5 

Eaft  India,            —  —         2,473,192     8  2  941,361     4    5 

Flanders,            —  —                 99.473    6  9  793*454  12     5 

Irancc,             —  —                54,948  II  5  290,989  16     I 

Germany,                _  _        701^813    5  i  i,3S4.i8i     6    6 

orccnland,            —  —             23,449  16  c  36  15    4 

Holland,               —  —           324,901     8  8  i»997»8i5     1    4 

Ireland,            —  —             1,242,305  18  5  1,963,787    4    o 

Italv,                —  —              858,599    8  10  831,514    1     8 

Madeiras,                —  —              3»330    38-  12,107     2     2 

Portugal,                —  —           347,373  II  2  635,114    4    2 

Ruflia,                —  —            1,008,948  II  5  139,470  15     5 

Spain,                —  —              510,637     9  I  805,038    o     i 

Streights,                —  —             13,902  15  i  I4if720     8     7 

Sweden,              —  —                187,826  15  2  54,690  12     9 

Turkey,                —  —            154,052     8  3  96,823    4    4 

Venice,                —  —           64,605     8  o  80,849  ^7    ^ 

Alderncy,            —  —                      79  13  o  1,470  18     i 

Gucrnfey,                  —  —        3^845     i  7  3i>S64  10    3 

Jerley,             —    _  •         17,627     3  5  31,099  12  10 

Canada,                —  _              47,995    4  4  203,779    5    6 

Carolma,            —  —      425,923     i  1  449,610    2     2 

Cape  Breton,            —  —               255    87^  12169 

Florida,                —  —             15,722  17  6   "  40,458     2     9 

Georgia,                —  —              66,083  18  9  92,406    4    4 

Hudfon's  Bay,               —  8,005  ^7  1  6,381     2    9 

New  England,                —  126,265     7  6  824,830    8    9 

Newfoundland,                   —  67,625     2  11  107,822  14    o 

New  Providence^               —  5,817  18  9  1,564    o    9 

New  York,            —  —            82,707     8  6  343.970  19    9 

Nova  Scotia,            -—  —            4,663  12  3  34,688    3    3 

Pennfylvania,                —  29,133  12  3  507,909  '4    o 

Virginia  and  Maryland,  —      528,40410  6  793,91013     2 

Antigua,                —  —       166,251  12  4  116,074  10  11 

Barbadoes,            —  —              210,842  12  6  138,841  10    7 

Bermudas,                —  —               C25    2  10  1 1,798  14    6 

Dominica,               —  —         215,667     7  i  60,526  14    2 

Grenada,               —  —           492,Q74    5  S  191^774  18    9 

Jamaica,            —  —     1,483,818  19  8  592,733    5     i 

Montferrat,                   —  82,873  18  2  22,334    7 

Nevis,                —  —             82,331  17  9  18,277  15 

St.  Croix,                —  *—           24,947  j8  o  ■ 

St.  Kitts,              —  —      302,952    2  o  118,914    4    9 

St.  Euftatia,                    ^-  8,152     C  o  ■ 

St.  Vincent,                       —  155,182  18  o  38,361  18  10 

Tobago,                *-  —              19,718  19  8  36,797    4  10 

J^"^?***    11      —  ~               58,111     9  S  30»S86    o  II 

Honduras  Bay,              —  —        511079  13  10  i>535  14  10 

Mufquito  Shore,        —  —        15,580    30  4,728  12  11 

Totab,  13,298,452    2  3  16,159,412  14    4 


9 
I 

8 

I 


Exports  exceed  the  Imports^  2,860,960  12    1 
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1772      A  general  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mprtaiity  in  Londonj 
from  December  10,  1 771,  to  December  15,  1772. 

Christened.  Buried. 

Males,                9*^72  Males,                I3>i85 

Females,            ^9744  Females,             12,868 


Total,  17,916*  Total,  26,053 


At  Paris, — births,  18,713;  deaths,  20,374;  marriages,  4,611;  foundlings  received  ift  the 
hofpitais,  7676. 

At  Amflerdam, — deatlis,  10,609  ;  baptifms  in  the  feveral  reformed  churches,  4,637 ;  mar- 
riages,  2,037. 

At  Copenhagen, — births,  2,604;  deaths,  4,200;  marriages,  745. 

At  Whitby, — deaths,  313;  baptifms,  229;  marriages,  59.* 
1773  ^^  *^  fpeech  from  the  Throne  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament  on  the  26th  of  November,  of 
the  laft  year,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  private  convenience  of  the  Members  would  have  been 
confulted  by  allowing  a  longer  recefs  from  bufinefs,  if  fome  very  important  public  fervices  had 
not  required  the  immediate  attention  of  Parliament.  It  then  ftiewed  how  much  the  commerce 
and  revenues  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  private  rights  and  interefts  of  numerous  individuals 
were  interefted  in  the  maintenance  of  the  credit  and  profperity  of  the  Eaft  India  Company ; 
and  that  upon  information  of  the  difficulties  in  which  that  company  appeared  to  be  involved, 
it  was  determined  to  give  them  an  early  opportunity  of  informing  themfelves  fully  of  the  true 
Hate  of  their  affairs,  and  of  making  fuch  proviiions  for  the  common  benefit  and  fecurity  of  the 
various  interefts  concerned,  as  fliould  be  found  beft  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  cafe. 

A  motion  was,  therefore,  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that,  for  the  better  taking  into 
consideration  the  affairs  of  the  company,  a  committee  of  fecrecy,  confifting  of  thirteen  perfons, 
to  be  chofen  by  ballot,  (hould  be  appointed  for  that  purpofc;  which  paflcd,  after  fome  oppofi- 
tion,  without  a  divifion. 

Ill  little  more  than  a  week  after  its  appointment,  the  prefident  of  this  committee  prefented  a 
report  on  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  which  ftated,  that  though  the  company  were 
much  diftrefted  in  money  matters,  they  were,  notwithflanding,  preparing  to  fend  outanex- 
penfive  commiflion  of  fupervifion  to  India,  which  would  ftill  add  to  that  diftrefs,  and  there- 
fore recommended  that  a  bill  (hould  be  brought  in  to  reftrain  them,  for  a  limited  time,  from 
fending  out  any  fuch  commifHon.  This  recommendation  was  immediately  adopted,  and,  after 
debates  of  no  common  length  and  violence,  in  both  Houfes,  received  the  royal  ailent. 

In  thecourfe  of  thefe  difcuffions  it  appeared,  that  fince  the  year  1765,  the  company '5  ex- 
pences  had  increafed  from  700,0001.  to  the  enormous  fum  of  1,700,000!.  annually.  It  alfo 
appeared,  that  government  had  received  by  the  net  duties,  the  indemnity  upon  tea  and  the 
ftipulated  400,oooL  little  lefs  than  two  millions  annually  from  the  company.  That  the  latter 
had  loft  by  the  indemnity  agreement,  from  its  firft  commencement,  at  leaft  one  million  ;  of 
which  700,0001.  went  to  government,  and  the  remainder  to  the  purchafers.  It  was  alfo 
fhewn,  that  government  had  profited,  during  the  laft  five  years,  to  the  amount  of  3,395,000!. 
viz.  by  the  produce  of  the  annual  ftipulated  payment  2,20O,oool.  and  by  the  cncreafe  of  the 
revenue,  compared  on  a  mediumwith  the  five  preceding  years,  1,195,000.  That  the  whole 
of  the  company's  receipts  of  dividend,  during  the  fame  period,  fcarcely  amounted  to  900,000!. 

X  2  more 
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1773  more  than  fix  per  cent,  upon  its  capital,  which  was  the  loweft  trading  dividend  that  had  ever 
been  made  during  the  moft  expcnfive  and  dangerous  wars.  In  ibart,  it  appeared  upon  the 
whole,  that  the  company's  mercantile  profits  during  the  above  period,  amounted  on  an  average 
to  464,ocx)l.  annually, ,  which  would  have  afforded  a  dividend  of  laf  per  cent. ;  fo  that  while 
government  profited  to  the  great  amount  we  have  mentioned,  the  company  and  proprietary^ 
inflcad  of  receiving  any  benefit,  loft  confiderably  of  the  dividend,  which  the  profits  on  their 
trade  alone  would  have  afforded.  Arguments  againft  the  bill  were  founded  upon  this  ftate- 
ment,  on  the  right  of  the  company  to  appoint  their  awn  fervants,  and  the  ruinous  confe- 
quences  which  might  atife  from  delay,  in  checking  the  mifcondu£t,  dlfobedience,  and  rapa- 
city of  their  fervants  in  the  prefidenczes  abroad,  which  had  unfortunately  cotitinued,  without 
interruption,  from  the  fatal  lofs  af  the  Aurora,  in  which  the  three  gentlemen,  who  were  fent 
out  in  the  year  1769,  as  fuperiors  to  India,  were  too  juftly  believed  to  have  perifhed.  But  it 
was,  however,  infilled,  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  evils  in  India  were  of  fuch  a  magnitude, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  legiflature  could  reform  them,  and  that  its  fupreme  controuling 
power  could  never  be  applied  with  greater  propriety,  or  the  profped  of  greater  advantage  than 
in  the  prefent  Inftance,  when  the  welfare  and  fecurity  of  many  millions,  and  the  prefervation 
of  great  countries  and  revenues  depended  upon  its  exertion. 

In  confequence  of  a  previous  petition  from  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  a  loan,  the  minify 
ter,  on  the  9th  of  March,  moved,  as  a  matter  of  political  expediency,  but  not  as  a  claim  of 
right,  •*  That  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  being  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  require  par- 
liamentary afiliftance,  a  fupply  of  1,400,000].  be  granted  to  the  company ;  provided,  at  the  fktne 
time,  that  due  care  be  taken  that  fuch  neceffary  regulations  fhould  I^  adopted,  as  to  prevent 
the  company's  experiencing  fimilar  exigencies  for  tlie  future. 

March  23.— -The  following  rcfolutions  were  moved  and  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons: 
•'  That  fuppofing  the  public  Ihould  advance  a  loan  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  the  company's 
dividend  fhould  be  reftraihed  to  fix  per  cent,  until  the  re-payment  of  the  fum  advanced ;  and 
that  the  company  be  allowed  to  divide  no  more  than  feven  per  cent,  until  their  bond  debt  is 
reduced  to  1,500,0001."  ' 

j/pril  s* — It  was  alfo  moved  and  carried, — **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  it 
will  be  more  beneficial  to  the  public  and  the  Eaft  India  Company,  to  let  the  territorial  acquis 
fitions  remain  in  the  poflcffion  of  the  company  for  a  limited  time,  not  exceeding  the  term  of 
fix  years,  to  commence  from  the  agreement  between  the  public  and  the  company.  That  no 
participation  of  profits  Ihall  take  place  between  the  public  and  the  company,  until  after  the 
repayment  of  i,400,oooL  advanced  to  the  company,  and  the  reduftion  of  the  ccnnpany's  bond 
debt  to  1,500,0001.  And  that  after  the  payment  of  the  loan  advanced  to  the  company,  ar^ 
the  redflAion  of  their  bond  debt  to  the  fum  fpecified,  three-fourths  of  the  net  furplus  profits  of 
the  company  at  home  above  the  fum  of  eight  per  cent,  upon  their  capital  ftock  Ihall  be  paid 
into  the  Exchequer,  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  and  the  remaining  one-fourth  Ihall  be  fet  apart, 
either  for  further  reducing  the  company's  bond  debt,  or  for  compofing  a  fund  for  the  difcharge 
of  any  contingent  exigencies  the  company  may  labour  under." 

After  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had,  for  two  months,  continually  occupied  itfelf  with  the 
affairs  of  this  company ;  refohitions,  to  the  following  effcft,  were  moved  and  made  the  foun- 
dation of  a  bill,  "  For  cftablilhing  certain  regulations  for  the  better  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe." 

Firft,  **  That  the  Court  of  Direitors  fhould,  in  future,  be  elefted  for  four  years,  fix  mem- 
bers annually  ^  but  none  to  bold  their  feats  longer  than  four  years. 

,  Secondly, 
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1775      Secondly,  "  That  no  perfon  fliould  vote  at  the  clcftion  of  tlxe  direftors  who  had  not  pof- 
fcfled  their  flock  twelve  months. 

Thirdly,  "  That  the  qualification  ftock  Ihould,  inftcad  of  500I.  be  loool. 

Fourthly,  "  That  the  Mayor's  Court  of  Calcutta  ihould,  for  the  future,  be  confined  to 
fmall  mercantile  caufcs,  to  which  only  its  jurifdidlion  extended  before  the  territorial  ac* 
quifition. 

Fifthly,  **  That  in  lieu  of  this  court,  thus  taken  away,  a  new  one  be  eftablifhed,  confid- 
ing of  a  chief  juilice  and  three  puifnc  judges. 

Sixthly,  **  That  thefe  judges  be  appointed  by  the  crown. 

Seventhly,  **  That  a  fupcriority  be  given  to  the  prcfidency  of  Bengal  over  the  other  pre- 
lidencies  in  India. 

After  feveral  weeks  continual  agitation,  this  bill,  which  had  naturally  attra£ted  the  atten* 
tion  of  all  orders  of  people,  was  palled  by  great  majorities  in  both  houfes,  and  from  the  mo- 
ment it  received  the  royal  afient,  the  Eal\  India  Company  may  be  confidei:ed  as,  in  a  great 
meafure,  if  not  wholly,  in  the  hands  of  the  Miniftersof  the  Grown. 

Though  the  colonies  had  engaged  in  refolutions  not  to  import  any  tea  from  Great  Britain, 
yet  means  had  been  found  to  import  it,  though  in  fmaller  quantities  than  heretofare ;  which 
dccreafe  of  importation  was  alfo  owing,  in  fome  meafure,  to  the  lower  price  of  fuch  as  were 
brought  from  other  countries.  This  diminution  in  the  export  of  the  teas,  was  very  difad-  ^ 
vantageous  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  ;  and  in  order  to  make  them  fome  compenfation,  they 
were  permitted  by  Parliament  to  export  it  to  America  free  of  any  duty^payable  by  the 

company. 

In  confequence  of  this  privilege,  the  company  freighted  feveral  fhips  with  tea  for  North  A- 
merica,  and  appointed  agents  to  difpofe  of  it  in  the  feveral  colonies;  but  fuch  was  the  then 
determination  there,  to  counteraft  the  dcfigns  of  the  Britifti  miniftry,  that  whea  three  (hips 
laden  with  tea  entered  the  harbour  of  Boflon,  the  impoflibility  of  landing  it  was  fo  evident, 
that  the  captains  of  the  veflels  would  willingly  have  carried  it  back  to  England,  could  they 
have  obtained  a  formal  permiffion  from  thofe  who  were  poflcfled  of  official  power  to  grant  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  inhabitants,  who  were  convinced  that  the  tea  would,  by  fome  means 
'    or  other,  be  landed,  if  the  (hips  were  fufFcred  to  remain  in  the  harbour,  refolved  to  take  fuch 
a  mode  of  prevention,  as  would  effeftually  check  the  defign  of  making  any  future  attempts  of  a 
fimilar  nature. 

They  therefore  gave  notice  to  the  confignees,  and  the  captains,  that  they  would  not  permit 
them  to  bring  their  teas  afhore,  and  irffifted  on  the  departure  of  the  veflels  with  their  cargoes  ; 
which  being  refufcd  by  the  governor  and  the  officers  of  the  cuftom-houfe,  a  number  of  dif- 
guifed  perfons  boarded  the  ftiips  and  threw  the  whole  cargoes  into  the  fca. 

The  fame  conduft  was  purfued  towards  veflels  laden  with  tea  in  other  parts  of  America.  At 
Philadelphia  the  pilots  were  forbidden  to  conduft  them  up  the  river  Delawar ;  and,  at  New 
York,  though  fome  chefts  were  landed  under  the  proteAion  of  a  man  of  war,  the  governor 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  delivering  them  into  cuftody,  to  preferve  the  public  peace. 

At  this  time  it  appears,  that  the  value  of  the  fhipping  built  in  the  colonies,  amounted  to 
1 16,5001.  annually ;  and  that  the  confumption  of  teas,  before  the  importation  duties  were 
queftioned,  to  6oo,oool. 

It  appears  by  an  authentic  article  publiflied  in  the  Bclfaft  News  Letter,  dated  the  6th  of 
April  in  this  year,  that  the  number  of  fhips  and  their  tonnage,  which  failed  with  paflengers 

from 
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1773  from  the  North  of  Ireland  to  North  America^  in  the  two  preceding  years,    were  as 
follows : 

Tears.  Ships.                                       Tons. 

In  1771  — —  32  —                8,900 

177a  30  8,450 


ToUl, 


6a 


17*350 


It  is  fuppofed,  on  a  moderate  computation,  that  the  number  of  pailengers  were  equal  to  the 
tons.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe  emigrants  paid  their  paflage,  which  at  3I.  los.  each,  amount- 
ed to  60,7251.  moft  of  them  people  employed  in  the  linen  manufa£ture,  or  farmers,  &c. 

From  accounts  publilhed  at  this  time,  it  appears  that  the  importation  of  coals  into  London, 
in  the  year  1772,  amounted  to  720,000  chaldrons,  which  was  the  greateft  that  had  been 
known. 

In  this  year  the  importation  of  fugars  from  the  Weft  Indies  to  Briftol,  amounted  to  20,000 
hogihcads,  which  was  5,000  more  ^han  had  ever  been  introduced  into  that  port,  in  any  one 
preceding  year. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  the  Honourable  Captain  Phipps,  now  Lord  Mulgraye,  and  Captain 
Lutwitch,  in  the  Race  Horfe  and  Carcafe  frigates,  failed  from  the  Nore  on  a  voyage  of  dif- 
covery  towards  the  North  Pole.  Mr.  Lyons  was  appointed,  by  the  Board  of  Longitude,  to 
accompany  them,  to  make  obfiervations  in  aftronomy,  natural  hiftory  and  philofophy. 

By  an  account  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  number  of  horfes  exported  from 
England,  from  January  3,  1750,  to  January  5,  1772,  the  numbers  appeared  to  be, 

Horfes. 
During  fourteen  years  peace,  —  21,348 

During  eight  years  war,  —  —  7>783 


In  all, 


29»i3i 


The  total  number  of  proprietors  of  Eaft  India  ftock,  with  their  qualifications,  as  they  ftood 
in  the  company's  books,  the  4th  of  March  in  this  year,  were  as  follows  : 

Proprietors*  Stock. 

£•         s.    d, 
Englifli,  poffeffing  icool.  ftock,  and  upwards,  487  1,018,398  19  11 

Foreign,  poffeffing  lOOoL  ftock,  and  upwards,  325  890,940  17     o 


Total,  of  lOOoL  ftock, 


Englifli,  pofleffing  500I.  ftock  and  upwards, 
not  amounting  to  loool.  — 

Foreign,  poffeffing  500I.  ftock,  &c. 

Total,  of  500I.  ftock,  — 


812    Tot.  ftock,    1,909,339  16  II 


Proprietors, 

1,246 
95 


Stock. 

£'         s.  d. 

634^464    I  8 

50,226    o  o 


1,341     Tot.  ftock,       .684,690    I    8 


In 
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1773      In  the  London  Gazette  of  July  31,  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  and  Dircftors  of 

die  Bank,  gave  notice,  that  any  quantity  of  guineas,  half  guineas,  and  quarter  guineas,  (cut 

or  defaced  agreeable  to  the  aA)  not  lefs  than  fifty  guineas  in  a  parcel,  would  be  taken  in  there 

on  Monday,  Auguft  2,  and  every  Monday,  Wednefday  and  Saturday,  till  further  notice  ^  at 

the  rate  of  3I.  17s.  lo^d.  per  ounce. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  4,106  fhips  cleared  at  the  Cuftom-houfe,  Ncwcaftle,  of  which 
3,720  were  coafters,  and  386  for  foreign  parts. 

The  following  bills,  relating  to  trade  and  commerce,  received  tl^  royal  aflcnt  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year: 

To  encourage  the  fubjeAs  of  foreign  ftates  to  lend  money  upon  edates  in  the  Weft  Indies* 

For  naturalizing  the  children  of  foreign  Proteflants^  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain. 

To  enable  certain  perfons  to  work  a  peftle  mill  at  Tunbridge  in  Kent. 

For  draining  and  improving  the  fens  in  the  pariQies  of  Upwell,  Outwell^  Denver,  and 
Weley,  lying  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Popham's  Eau  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely. 

For  draining  the  fens  between  Mildenhall  River,  South ;  Plant  Lond  and  Brandon  River^ 
North  ;  bounded  on  the  Weft  by  the.  Oufe,  and  the  Eaft  by  Winder  Lond  MarfwcU  Brook^ 
in  the  Ifle  of  Ely* 

To  prevent  abufes  in  the  fale  of  ftiarcs  of  fliips,  to  foreigners,  Britifli  built* 

For  better  regulating  fliips  loaded  with  coals  in  the  ports  of  Sunderland  and  Newcaftle. 

For  the  better  regulation  and  government  of  pilots,  condufting  fliips  and  veflcls  out  6f  the 
port  of  King's  Lynn,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

For  making  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river  Sure,  from  Coltifliall  to  Aylfliam 
Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

For  eftablifliing  a  plate-glafs  manufaftory .- 

To  allow  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  the  cuftoms  on  the  e^qportation  of  teas  to  any  of  his 
Majefty*s  colonies  or  plantations  in  America. 

To  regulate  the  importation  and  exportation  of  corn. 

To  enlarge  the  powers  of  two  a&s  for  making  a  navigable  canal  from  the  river  of  Forth,  at 
or  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Carron,  to  the  river  Clyde  in  Scotland. 

To  enable  the  Earl  of  Thanct  to  make  a  navigable  canal  from  tlie  fpring.  near  Skipton  in 
Yorkfliire,  to  communicate  with  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  canal. 

For  appointing  wardens  and  aflay  mailers,  for  aflaying  wrought  plate  in  the  towns  of  Bir« 
mingham  and  Sheflield. 

For  eftablifliing  certain  rules  and  orders  for  the  future  management  of  the  aftairs  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe. 

To  prevent  paper  bills  of  credit  hereafter  to  be  iflued  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  or 
plantations  in  America,  from  being  declared  to  be  a  legal  payment. 

For  altering  the  punifliment  of  perfons  fraudulently  marking  of  plate. 
'  To  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  diminifliing  the  gold  coin  of  the  kingdom. 

To  regulate  the  wages  or  prices  of  journeymen  weavers  in  Spitalfields^  or  within  five  miles 
of  London. 

For  the  better  cultivating  common  arable  fields,  commons  and  waftes. 
To  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  bank  notes  or  bills,  and  to  prevent  obtaining  fklfe  credit 
by  the  imitation  of  bank  notes  or  bills. 

**  By  this  a£t,  paper  makers,  not  authorifed  by  the  Bank,  who  fliall  make  any  paper  with 
the  words  Bank  of  England,  Bank  post  bill,  or  any  words  exprefling  ^t  fumot 
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1772  amount^  in  white  letters  in  a  black  ground,  or  having  any  plate  fo  engraved  in  their  cuflody, 
{hall  be  committed  to  the  county  gaol  and  fufFer  imprifonmcnt  therein,  for  any  term  not  ex- 
ceeding fix  months.  The  fame  punifliment  is  likewife  to  be  iniiided  upon  all  perfons  who 
Ihall  utter  notes  with  any  fuch  marks  upon  them.** 

Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  year  1773. 

F01]  20,000  feamen,  including  4,354  marines,  &c.  — 

For  17,070  land  forces,  including  1,522  invalids,  &c.  — 

For  maintaining  garrifons,  &c.  —  — 

For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britilh  and  Irifh  eftablifhment  of 
certain  troops,  &c.  .«—  —  -— 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftafF  officers,  4cc,  — 

For  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea,  &c.  —  — 

For  the  office  of  ordnance  far  the  land  fervice  — 

For  ditto,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament  in  1772^  — 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  —  — 

Towards  Ijnilding  and  repairs  of  Ihips,  &c.  — 

On  account  of  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  Nova  Scotia,  — 

X>itto  of  Georgia,  ,.«—.—. 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  _  _  _ 

Ditto  of  Senegambia,  „«.  —  — 

On  account  of  general  furveys  in  North  America,  — 

'On  account  of  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces,  &c.  -r- 

For  allowances  to  certain  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the  two  reduced 
troops  of  horfe  guards,  &c.  —  —  — 

For  the  penfions  payable  to  wadows  of  certain  reduced  officers, 

On  account  of  making  roads  and  building  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of 

North  Britain,  —  —  —  — 

To  the  Levant  Company,  to  affift  them  an-carrying  on  their  trade. 
To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid,  out  of  the  fame  for 

certain  purpofes,  &c.  _  —  —  — 

For  paying  off  certain  Exchequer  bills,  —  —        ' 

•    For  the  maintenance  of  Weftminfter  bridge,  —  — 

Fortheextraordinaries  of  the  army,  &c.  —  -— 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  year  1772, 
For  repairing,  &c.  the  Britilh  forts  on  the  cqaft  of  Africa, 
To  be  applied  for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  the  EUift  India  Company,  and 

^r  fecuring  to  the  creditors  of  the  faid  company,  a  mere  fpeedy  fatisfac- 

tionof  their  demands,  —  —  — 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum  which  has  been  iffiied^  by 

iiis  Ma}efty*s  orders,  in  purfuance  of  addrefl^cs  of  Parliament,  —  6,200    o    o 

To  John  Harrifon,  as  a  further  reward  for  his  invention  of  a  time 

Iceeper,  for  alcertainin^  the  longitude  at  fea,  — *  —  8,750    o    o 
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Brought  over. 

To  enable  bis  Majeftj  te  repay  Meflrs.  Hodfon,  Gordon  and  Debo- 
nair, the  likefum  which  has  been  overpaid  by  them  to  the  commiffion- 
«ers  of  excifcy  &c,  — .  '    — .  —  — , 

To  be  advanced  to  DoSor  Richard  Williams,  &c,  for  inventing  a  fall 
green  and  yellow  dye  on  cotton  yarns,  &c»  —  — 
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Total  of  fupplk^. 


Ways  and  Meaks  for  raifing  the  foregoing  fapplies* 
Duty  on  malty  &c«  —  —  — 

Land  tax,  at  3s.  —  —  —  — 

By  certain  furplailfes  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  — i 

Exchequer  bills,  —  —  —         - 

From  the  finking  fund,  —  —  — 

By  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  &c,  —  — 

From  the  produce  of  the  duties  referved  for  the  difpofition  of  Par 
liament,  —  —  —  -^  — 

From  the  Eaft  India  Company,    —  — 

By  certain  balances  remaining  in  &e  Exchequer,  ice.  <-» 

Total  Ways  and  Means,  — 

Total  Supplies,  —  — 

Excefs  of  Provifions,  — 
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The  {late  of  the  national  debt  remains  the  fame  as  in  our  laft  account  of  it.    * 

»3*  The  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia  of  England,  for  one  year,  beginning 
the  25th  of  March,  1770,  was  ordered  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by  the  land-tax 
granted  for  th^  fervicc  of  the  faid  year. 

Additional  duties  and  regulations  of  duties,  impofed  and  made  in  thecourfe  of  this  year. 

May  1 7.-^ A  duty  of  is.  6d.  was  laid  on  every  chaldron  of  culm,  NewcaiUe  naeafure,  export- 
ed to  Lifbon  m  any  foreign  vcflcL 

An  additional  duty  of  lid.  per  fquare  yard,  and  in  that  proportion  for  ai^  greater  or  left 
<]uantity,  was^  laid  on  all  paper,  printed,  painted,  or  ftained- in  foreign  parts,  imported  into 
this  kingdom, 

July  14. — The  duty  of  il.  los.  payable  for  every  negroe  which  fliould  be  imported  into  tlie 
ifland  of  Domiflica,  or  exported  from  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  ceafed  and  determined;  and  in 
lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  2S.  6d.  ftcrling  money  was  voted  to  be  paid  for  every  ncgroc  which 
fhou  Id  be  imported  into  the  faid  iiland  of  Ilominica,  or  exported  irom  the  faid  ifland  of 
Jamaica, 
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IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS, 

Countries. 

Africa,  —  — 

CanarieSf 

Denmark  and  Norway,. 

£afi  Coyintry, 

Eaft  India, 

Flanders, 

France,  — 

Germany,  — 

Greenland^ 

Holland,  — 

Ireland,  — 

Ifle  of  Man;  > 

Italy,  — 

Madeiras  — 

Portugal, 

Ruflia,  — - 

Spain,  — 

Streights,  « 

Sweden,  — 

Turkey,  — 

Venice,  -    '     ■ 

Alderney, 

Guernfey, 

Jerfcy, 

Antigua, 

Barbadoes, 

Bermudas, 

Canada, 

Carolina, 

Cape  Breton, 

Dominica,' 

Florida, 

Georgia, 

Granades, 

HudfonS  Bay^ 

Jamaica, 

Montferrat,. 

Nevis, 

New  England* 

Newfoundland, 

New  Providence, 

New  York, 

Nova  Scotia, 

Pennfylyania,. 

8t.  Chriftopher'f^ 

St.  Croix, 

St.  Eufhuia,     ^ 

St.  Thomas, 

St.  Vincent, 

Tobago, 

Tortola, 

Virginia  and  Maryland> 

Spanifli  Weft  Indies, 

Totak, 
Expora  exceed  the  ImportSi 


from  Christmas  I772, 
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to  Christmas  1773; 

Exports^ 
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1773  By  the  calculations  of  the  Abbe  D'ExpiUy,  publifhed  about  this  time  in  Paris,  and  prefent- 
cd  by  the  author  in  perfon  to  the  French  King,  it  appears,. that  from  the  yckr  1691  to  1700, 
inclufive,  France  contained  3^%12'j  pariflies,  in  which,  within  the  above  period,  by  an  exa£l 
and  complete  abftraft,  taken  from  the  public  regifters,  there  were  7,679,083  births ;  1,807,891  - 
marriages,  and  6,784,724  deaths.  From  1754  to  1763,  inclufively,  being  a  like  period  of 
nine  years,  and  in  the  fame  35,127  pariflies,  there  were  8,532,1  rebirths  ;  1,893,472  marriages, 
and  6,564,694  deaths:  and  from  1754  to  1763,  in  the  42,105  parifhes  contained  in  the  king- 
dom of  France,  in  w^ich  thofe  of  Lorraine  and  Bar  are  comprized^  8,661,381  births;  4,663,822 
being  boys,  and  3*997,560  girls;— 1,922,163  marriages,  and  6,664,161  deaths,  3,460^241 
bein^men  and  boys,  and  3,203,920  women  and  girls. 

The.  number  of  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  &c.  from 
December  15,  1772,  to  December  14,   1773,  is  as  follows: 

Chriftcncd,  males     8,549  Buried,  males  10,839 

*      females     8,256  —females  10,817 


16,805  21,656 


At  Paris,  there Avcre  in  this  year, — births  18,847;  deaths  18,518;  marriages  4,810;  found- 
lings received  in  th«  hofpital  5)989. 

At  Ncwcaftleand  Gatcfhead,  births  767  ;  deaths  596. 
«774  His  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the  throne,  on  January  13,  contained  nothing  very,  remark- 
able :  its  chief  obje£t  was  to  recommend  a  particular  attention  to  the  Hate  of  the  gold  coin, 
which  had  fufFered  a  very  alarming  degree  of  diminution,  and  to  continue  the  endeavours  of 
the  laft  fcflioh  tOM^ards  reftoring  it  to  its  natural  ftate  of  value  and  credit.  America  was  not 
Hsvcn  mentioned.  But  no  fooner  did  advice  arrive  of  the  outrages  committed  on  board  the  tea 
•  fliips  at  Bofton,  than  both  Houfes  received  a  mcflage  from  the  King,  in  which  they  were  in- 
formedi  that  in  confequence  of  the  unwarrantable  practices  carried  on  in  North  America,  and" 
particularly  of  the  violent  proceedings  at  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  with  a  view  of  obftruft- 
ing  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and  upon  grounds  and  pretences  immediately  fubverfive 
of  itsconftitulion,  it  was  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  Parliament,  in  full  con* 
fidence  that  they  would  not  only  enable  the  crown  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  might  be  moft 
likely  to  put  a  flop  to  thofe  diforders,  but  would  alfo  take  into  their  moft  ferious  coniideration, 
what  further  regulations  and  permanent  provifions  might  be  neceflary  to  be  eftablifhed,  for 
better  fecuring  tht  laws,  and  tlie  juft  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon  the  Crown  and  Parlia- 
jncnt  of  Great  Britain. 

This  meilage  was  accompanied  with  a  great  number  of  authentic  papers  to  juftify  the  pro- 
priety of  It,  which  contained  all  the  neceflary  information  relative  to  the  late  tranfaftions  in 
Maflachufet,  and  in  other  parts  of  America  ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament,  which, 
after  confiderable  debates  in  both  Houfes,  received  the  royal  aflent,  **  for  removing  the  officers 
concerned  in  the  colleSion  of  tlie  cuftoms  from  the  town  of  Bofton  in  the  province  0f  Mafla- 
chufet's  Bay  in  North  America,  and  to  difcontinue  the  landing  and  difcharging,  lading  and 
flipping  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  at  the  faid  town  of  Bofton  or  within  the  harbour 
thereof.*' 

This  bill,  called  the*  Bofton  Port  Bill,  was  paflfed  into  a  law  on  the  following  principles. — 
**  That  the  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  Parliament  had  .always  originated  in  the  coWSny  of 

Y  2  Maflachufet, 
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1774  MaflTachufet,  and  that  the  colony  itfelf  had  CYcr  been  mfttgatcd  to  fuch  candoil  by  the  feditioifi 
proceed iags  of  the  town  of  Boflon.  That  it,  therefore,  became  necei&ry  to  begin  with  that 
town,  which,  by  a  late  unparalleled  outrage,  had  led  the  way  to  the  deftru£lion  of  commerce 
in  all  parts  of  America :  that  if  a  fevere  and  exemplary  punifhment  was  not  indi£led  on  this- 
heinous  afi,  Great  Britain  would  be  wanting  in  the  protedion  (he  owed  to  her  raoft  peaceable 
and  meritorious  fubje£ts ;  and  that  had  fuch  an  infult  been  oiFered  to  Britifh  properly  iu  a 
foreign  port,  tlie  nation  would  have  been  called  upon  to  demand  fatis&dion  for  rt.*' 

The  retraining  claufes  of  this  a£l  are,  however,  accompanied  with  one  O'f  a  conciliating 
nature,  as  follows :  .  ' 

•  *•  That  whenever  it  (hall  be  made  to  appear  to  his  Majefty,  &c.  that  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  may  be  fafely  carried  on  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  his  Majefty's  cuftoms  duly  col- 
lefted,  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  by  proclamation  or  order  of  council,  to  aflign  and 
appoint  the  extent,  bounds  and  limits  of  the  port  or  harbour  of  Bofton,  &c.  and  alfo  to  ap- 
point fuch  places,  wharfs,  fee.  within  the  harbour,  &c»  for  the  landing  and  (hipping  of  goods, 
ashis  Majefty  (hall  judge  neceflfary,  and  to  appoint  fuch  officers  of  the  cuftoms  as  his  Majefty 
(hall  think  fit;  after  which  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  any  perfon  to  lade  or  to  difcharge  and  land 
upon  fuch  wharfs,  &c.  fo  appointed. 

**  Provided  alfo,  that  nothing  contained  in  this  a£t,  (hall  extend  to  enable  his  Majefty  to 
appoint  fuch  port,  wharfs,  &c.  at  Bofton,  until  fufBcient  fatisfaftion  (hall  have  been  made 
by,  or  on  behalf  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  to  tlie  Eaft  India  Company,  for  the  damage  fuftained 
by  the  deftruftion  of  their  goods  fent  to  Bofton,  &c.  and  until  reafonable  fatisfedion  (halt 
have  been  made  ta  the  officers  of  the  revenue  and  others,  whofuffered  by  the  riots  in  the  months 
of  November  and  December,  in  the  year  1773,  and  in  the  month  of  January,  in  1774." 

5ut  the  Bofton  Port  Bill  formed  only  one  part  of  the  coercive  plan  propofed  by  the  Miniftry 
as  the  efFeftual  method  of  bringing  her  back  to  aftatc  of  obedience.  It  was  foon  followed  by 
a  bill  *•  for  the  better  regulating  Governniicnt  in  the  province  of  Maflachufet's  Bay."  The 
purpofe  pf  wJUch  was,  to  alter  the  conftitution  of  that  province  as  it  ftood  upon  the  charter  of 
King  WiHianii;  to  take  the  whole  executive  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  democratic  part 
and  to  yeft  the  nomination  of  counfellors,  judges,  magiftrates,  &c.  in  the  crown,  and  in 
fome  cafes,  in  the  King's  governor,  andajji  to  beremoveable  at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown. 

The  grounds  alleged  for  bringing  in  this  bill  were  as  follows  : 

That  the  province  of  Maflaichufit's  Bay  not  only  prooK^ted  diftraflions  within  itfelf,  but  fet 
an  ill  example  to  all  the  colonies; — that  an  executive  power  was  wanting ; — that  the  Poflc 

Comitatus,  of  which  the  civil  power  con(ifts,  were  the  very  people  who  commuted  the  riots  • 

that  there  was  a  total  defeft  in  the  conftitutional  power  throughout ;— and  that  it,  therefore 
became  abfclutely  neceflary  to  change  the  whole  frame  of  the  Maflachufet's  government,  as  far 
as  related  to  the  executive  and  judicial  powers. 

This  bill  produced  very  long  and  animated  debates,  but  was  paffed  in  both  Houfes  by  very 
great  majorities. 

The  difpofition  fo  prevalent  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  ftrong  meafures,  and  the  ge- 
neral opinion  of  the  people  co-operating  with  them,  encouraged  the  Miniftry  to  proceed  in 
their  plan  of  reducing  America  to  obedience :  and  another  bill  was  foon  after  propofed,  «  For 
the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  cafes  of  perfons  gueftioned  for  any  ads  done  by 
them  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  for  the  fuppreifion  of  riots  and  tumults  in  the  province 
«f  Mafiadiufet's  Bay  in  New  England." 

This 
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This  bin  provided,  that  in  cafe  any  perfon  wa^  indifted  in  Aat  province  fbr  ihurdef,  or 
any  other  capital  ofkncc^  and  that  it  (hould  appear  to  the  governor,  that  the  h6t  was  com* 
mined  in  the  exercife  or  aid  of  magiftracy,  in  fuppreffing  tumults  and  riots,  and  that  a  fair 
trial  could  not  be  had  ia  the  province,  he  illould  fend  the  perfbn  fo  indic^e^.  &c.  to  any  co- 
lony, or  to  Great  Britain,  to  be  tried. — This  aft  was  made  to  continue  for  four  years. 

It  was  «rged  that  this  bill  was  neceflary  to  give  efficacy  to  the  two  former. — Tliat  it  was  in 
¥ain  to  appoint  a  magiftracy  that  would  ad,  if  none  could  be  found  who  would  d:ire'  to  exe- 
cute their  orders :  that  thefe  orders  would  moft  probably  be  refilled  by  force,  which  would 
call  forth  an  exertion  of  force  to  execute  the  laws :  that,  in  this  cafe,  blood  would  probably  be: 
fpilled  ;  and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  in  any  one  to  rifk  the  event,  though  in  tl\e  execotioa 
of  the  moft  evident  duty,  if  the  rioters  themfelves,  or  their  abettors,  were  to  be  his  jjUdges^—^-^ 
This  mode  of  proceeding  was  alfo  juftified  by  examples. 

This  bill  being  carried  with  the  fame  fuperior  flrength  that  had  marked  the  fuccefs  of  the 
two  preceding  ones,  the  miniftry  were  encouraged  to  propofe  a  fourth,  at  the  dofe  of  the 
feffion,  for  making  more  effedual  provifion  for  the  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  ia 
North  America. 

By  this  bill,  the  limits  of  that  province  were  extended  much  further  than  they  ftood  at  the 
time  of  the  laft  general  peace.  The  affairs  of  the  province  were  fubmitted  to  the  direaion  of 
a  council,  in  which  the  King's  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds  in  Canada  were  to  be  admitted  :  the- 
members  of  this  council  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  removable  at  it^  option  ;  it 
was  to  be  invefbed  with  the  powers  of  legiflation,  and  to  exercife  all  the  fun&ions  annexed  to 
foch  powers,  excepting  that  of  impofing  taxes.  The  French  laws  were  efhiblifhed,  in  civil 
canfes,  without  a  jury ;  and  the  Englifh  laws,  with  a  trial  by  jury,  only  in  criminal  matters. 
The  Roman  Catholic  fecular  clergy  were  fecured  in  their  poflefGons,  and  in  the  receipt  of  their 
ufual  tythes  from  people  of  their  own  communion. 

This  bill,  though  oppofed  with  great  fpirit  and  ability,  in  both  Houfes,  was  equally  fuccefs- 
ful  with  thofe  that  preceded  it ;  but  as  it  feemed,  or  was  eafily  flrained  to  wear  the  appearance 
of  containing  principles  hoftile  to  liberty  and  the  Protefbnt  religion,  it  produced  no  fmall 
portion  of  public  fufpicion  and  di£q>probation. 

But  while  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  letting  loofe  the  fpirit  of  coercion  on  the 
refraflory  colonies^  they  were  not  idle  in  preparing  to  deprecate  or  refill  in 

The  firft  general  congrefs  was  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5^1  of  September,  in  this  year; 
when  fifty-one  delegates  were  prefent,  viz.  for  New  Hampfhire,  two;  Maflachufet's  Bay, 
four;  Rhode  Ifland,  two  ;  Conned icut,  three ;  New  York,  feven  ;  New  Jerfey,  four;  Pcnn- 
fylvania,  feven ;  Newcaflle,  &c.  counties,  three;  Maryland,  four;  Virginia,  fevea;  North* 
Carolina,  three ;  South  Carolina,  five. 

Among  other  refolutions,  the  following  was  agreed  to  at  this  convention,  viz. 

Not  to  import  or  confame  any  Britifh  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  after  December  i ;— ^ 
nor  export  any  of  the  produce  of  the  faid  colonies  to  Great  Britain  after  the  September  fol- 
lowing. 

A  petition  to  the  King  for  redrefs  of  grievances  was  ^ned  by  the  delegates  from  twelve 
colonies  at  Philadelphia. 

The  Houfe  of  Conunons,  this  feffion,^  went  into  a  committee  to  confider  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  linen  manufafture ;  when  it  appeared  from  witnefles  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe,  that  the  linen  manufafture  of  Scotland  had  decrealed  between  two  and  three  millions 

3  •£ 


174  ^N     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTION 


Ji.   D. 


•1774  of  yards  in  therourfe  of  laft  year;  that  the  value  of  what  was  {lamped  during  the  fame  period, 
•  wa^fhort  of  the  preceding  year  226,000!. ;  that  the  average  price  of  the  cloth  fold  in  the  year  , 
1769,  was  I2d.  3-1 2ths  the  yard;  and,  in  the  year  17731  ^^^  9^-  5-24ths ;  that  four  whole 
counties,  Glafgow  and  Paiiley  included,  out  of  6,000  looms,  had  2,500  unemployed ;  that 
the  proportion  of  thofe  that  were  in  general  idle,  was  at  leaft  one-third  ;  that  out  of  a  certain 
diftrift  in  the  county  of  Sutherland,  60b  out  of  z«8oo  fpinners  bad  emigrated,  and  fo  in  pro- 
portion in  feveral  other  places  therein  ipecLfied  ;  that  fome  of  the  linens  of  177 1  were  ftill  oa 
hand  unfold  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  that  there  were  not,  in  the  beginning  of  ttie  prefent  year, 
jnuch  more.than  half  the  weavers  employed  throughout  thekingdom  of  Scotland  and  north  of 
£ngland. 

In  the  adjourned  committee  of  enquiry,  M«^.  Paine,  governor  of  the  Bank,  underwent  a 
long  examination  ;  and  it  appeared,  from  his  teftimony,  that  the  imports  of  foreign  linens, 
for  four  feries  of -five  years,  commencing  in  1752,  and  ending  in  177 1,  were  31,  24, '27,  and 
.26,000,000  yards  per  annum  ;  that  in  1772,  it  was  27,000,000;  but,  in  1773,  ^^^^  falien  to 
17,000,000;  which  fell  fliort  of  the  loweft  import,  being  that  of  1762,  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  late  war  : — That  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  Holland  and  Germany, 
from  1758  to  1763,  amounted  to  28',ooo,oooU ;  that  from  1760  to  1766,  they  had  fallen,  on  an 
average,  104,000,0001.  and  a  fraftion  each  year ;  but  that  from  the  latter  period  to  177 1,  they 
had  ftill  further  decreafed  one-fourth,  or  to  3,000,0001.  and  a  fra£tion  annually :  that  the 
drawback  on  exportation  had  varied  from  1752  to  177 1>  from  44,0001.  to  76,0001.  and  in  the 
number  of  yards  exported,  from  7  to  10,000,000:  that  during  the  above  period^  the  bounties 
paid  on  Britifh  and  Iriih  linens  e^cported,  were  from  i8,oooL  to  63,000!.;  and,  on  an  average 
of  the  three  years  preceding  1773,  6i,oool.  per  annum  :  that  the  duties  payable  on  the  impor- 
'tationof  foreign  linens  for  twenty  years  paft,  was  i73rOOoK  per  annum;  that  tlie  home 
canfumption  of  foreign  linens  was  about  18,000,000  of  yards  yearly;  and  that  the  wliole  of 
the  foreign  linen  import  did  not  exceed  700,0001.  and  a  &a£tion,  exclufive  of  what  was  im- 
ported from  Ruflia,  .which  was  generally  4,000,000  yards  per  annum. 

It  appears  by  the  expo/t  entries  at  tlie  cuftom-houfe,  at  Dublin,  that  the  linen  trade  alone 
had  decreafed  5,000,000  of  yards,  of  the  invoice  value  of  350,000!.  in  the  year  1772  ;  and  by 
the  exports  from  March  1772,  to  March  17731  ^^^^Y  ^^^^^^^^  decreafed  one-tliird,  which 
brought  them  under  900,000! ;  fo  that  the  exports  of  linen  and  yarn,  taken  together,  fell  fhort 
x>f  i,ioo,OQol.  which  was  little  imore  than  half  of  their  amount  in  1771. 

The  quantity  of  woollen  drapery  imported  into  Dublin  in  this  year  was  as  follows  : 

FromCheftcr,  129,918 
Briftol,          -  S^IS^ 


Total,  181,674 

The  quantity  of  muflins  imported  in  the  fame  period,  amounted  to  65,951  yards. 
The  net  duties  received  at  the  cuilom-houfe  of  Dublin,  for  goods  imported  and  exported 
there,  from  the  3d  of  January,  1774,  to  the  3d  of  January,  1775,  both  daysi  incluiive,  amounted 
to  360,2601. ;  of  which  352,3091.  was  on  goods  imported,  and  7,95  il»  on  goods  exported. 
.  The  duty  on  hops,  for  this  year,  amounted  to  138,8001.  and  upwards. 
Theexcifeonbeerandale,  from  January  1774,  to  January  1775,  amounted  to  19385,420!.  los. 
'^Thfi  whole  revenue  of  the  excife  amounted  to  3)487,1291.  i2s.  6d. 

It 
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774      Itappeared  from  the  excife  books,  that  the  coach-tax,  from  177  2^  to  Midfummer,  in  this 
ye^r,  produced  upwards  of  42,0001.  and  was  daily  Increafing* 

The  following  refolution  was  reported  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed  to  confidcr  of  the  ftatc  of  the  gold  coin  :— "  That  there  be  n^ade,  under  the  direction 
of  the  officers  of  his  Majefty's  mint,  one  weight  of  a  guinea,  and  one  weight  of  a  (hilling  ;  and 
alfo  other  weights,  being  parts  and  multiples  of  the  faid  guinea  weight  and  fhilling  weight, 
according  to  the  eftablifhed  ftandard  of  this  realm  ;  which  feveral  weights,  after  they  have 
been  afcertained  by  the  report  of  the  faid  officers,  and  approved  by  his  Majefty  in  council, 
Ihall  be  the  ftandard  weights  for  regulatitig  and  afcertaining  all  weights  to  be  made  ufe  of  for 
weighing  the  gold  and  iilver  coin  of  this  realm,  and  fhall  be  lodged  in  the  cuftody  of  sm  officer 
to  be  appointed  for  that  parpofe,  with  a  falary  to  be  paid  out  of  the  coinage  duties  ;  and  any 
weights  which  fhall  from  thenceforth  be  made  ufe  of  for  weighing  the  gold  and  (ilver  coin  of 
this  realm,  ihall  not  be  reputed  and  taken  to  be  true  and  perfeft,  unlefs  they  have  been  cdm* 
pared  with  tlie  faid  ftandard  weights  ;  and,  in  teftimony  thereof,  marked  by  the  officer  to 
whom  the  cuftody  of  the  faid  ftandard  weights  (hall  be  entrufted. 

An  a£l  was  founded  on  this  refolution ;  and,  fome  time  in  the  month  of  OAober,  the  mint 
officers  prefented,  for  the  approbation  of  his  Majefty  in  council,  four  boxes  of  very  accurate 
weights,  as  ftandards  for  weighing  the  coin  of  thefe  kingdoms  ;  two  feries  of  which,  one  for 
gold,  and  tlie  other  for  (ilver,  were  to  be  preferved  in  the  mint,  as  originals  ;  the  others,  as 
duplicates  or  copies  of  the  fame,  were  delivered  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  for  comparing 
and  marking  all  fuch  weights  for  common  ufe  ;  and  from  the  laft  day  of  December  following 
no  money  weights  were  to  be  deemed  legal  but  fuch  as^  were  ftamped  by  the  faid.  officer,  ac- 
cording to  the  above-mentioned  aft  of  Parliament. 

It  appeared,  at  this  time,  tl>at  the  deficient  gold  money  paid  into  the  Hank,  together .  with 
the  light  money  at  the  above  place,  amounted  to  3^418,9601. 

A  proclamation  was  i(rued  on  the  15th  of  Oftober,  forbidding  the  exportation  or  gun- 
pbwder,  arms,  or  ammunition,  from  any  part  of  Great  Britain^  for  fix  months ,  and  eveii 
prohibiting  the  carrying  of  any  coaftwife,  without  iirft  obtaining  »  fpecial  licence  for  fo  doing 
from  the  King  or  his  privy  council.— -From  this  probibuion,  however,  the  mafter-general  of 
the  ordnance  was  excepted. 

By  a  very  exaft  calculation  it  was  made  evident,  that  94,000  head  of  black  cattle,  and  up- 
wards of  800,000  (heep  and  lambs  were  fold  at  Smithfield  market  during  this  yean 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  4, 106  (hips  cleared  from  Newcaftle  ;  of  which  3,720  were  coafters^. 
and  386  for  foreign  parts. 

The  number  of  veftels  which  pafted  the  Sound  in  1774*  was  as  follows  :'— > 


Ships. 

' 

Ships. 

Dani(h, 

89a 

Roftockers, 

S9 

Dutch, 

2i447 

Hamburgher9, 

40 

£ngli(h. 

^>3^S 

Spani(h, 

ti 

Swedi(h, 

1,227 

Portugucfe, 

2 

French, 

39      ^ 

Lubeckers, 

47 

Bremeners, 

186 

Oftenders, 

14 

Pruffians, 

284 

Embdeners, 

207 

Ruffians, 

36 

Oldenburghcrs, 

3 

Dantzickers, 

194 

Courlanders, 

4 

Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  8,084  veflels* 


Thev 
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1774      The  fbllovring  biills  relating  to  trade  and  conunerce,  received  the  royal  aflent  daring  the 

courfe  of  this  year. 

For  allowing  the  exportation  of  com  and  grain  to  his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  in  America, 

and  to  regulate  the  importation  and  exportation  of  wheat,  mealj  malt,  &c.  to  Guernfey, 

Jerfey,  Alderney,  and  Sark. 

For  reducing  the  duties  payable  upon  the  exportation  of  gum  Senegal* 

For  allowing  the  free  importation  of  faked  provifions  from  Ireland* 

For  allowing  the  exportation  of  biicuit  and  peas  to  Newfoundland^ 

For  the  immediate  removal  of  the  oncers  of  tlie  cuftoms  from  Bofton  in  M aflachufet^s  Bay« 

For  improyinig  and  preferving  certain  fen  lands  in  the  ifland  of  Ely,  &c« 

For  putting  into  execution  certain  propofals  of  the  Dukes  of  Buccleugh  and  Qgeenfbury, 

for  redeeming  certain  annuities  granted  by  the  proprietors  of  tlie  Bank  of  Ayrej  3cc. 
To  continue  an  aft  for  eftabliibing  certain  free  ports  in  Jamaica. 
For  better  regulating  infurances  upon  lives,  and  for  prohibiting  all  fqcb  infurances,  except 

in  cafes,  where  the  pcrfons  infuring  fliall  bi^e  any  intereft  in  the  life  or  death  of  the  perfons 

infured. 
To  amend  an  aft  for  tl^e  more  effeftually  preventing  frauds  and  ab^ies  by  perfoAs  employed 

in  the  manufaftqre  of  hats,  woollen,  linen,  and  cotton  manufaftures. 
To  regulate  the  prices  of  corn  imported  and  exported* 
For  continuing  an  aft  for  allowing  the  exportation  of  rice  from  Carolina  and  Georgia  to 

the  South  of  Cape  Finifterre. 

To  prevent  the  exportation  pf  utenGls  employed  in  the  cotton  manuiafturef 

For  improving,  &c  tlie  navigation  of  the  river  Calders. 

For  improving,  tipc.  the  pavigation  of  the  river  Thames. 

For  reguladng  and  afcertaining  the  weights  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  weighing  the  gold  and 

lilvercoin. 

For  fupplying  the  fqm  granted  for  the  re-coinage  of  the  gold  coin. 
For  a  free  importation  of  Indian  com,  for  a  limited  time. 

Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  year  1774 :  £^        *•    ^« 

For  20,000  feamen,  including  4,354  marines,  — -  1,040,000    o    o 

For  18,024  land  forces,  including  1,522  invalids  —  ^38,630  16  10 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  Plantations,  &c.  375*062  13    4t 

For  defraying  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britiih  and  Iri(h  efta- 

blilhmepts  of  five  battalions  of  foot,  &c,  —       *        —  4>627     o    3 

For  the  pay  of  general  and  flafF-ofSccrs,  —  r-^  i  if  473  *8    6i 

On  account  of  the  out-penfioners  of  ChclfeaHofpitaJ,  —  122,731     5    o 

On  account  of  reduced  officer^  of  the  land  forces  and  marines,  ^07,525  19     2 

For  allowances  to  the  feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the 

two  reduced  troops  of  horfe-guards,  4(e.  —  —  1,010     2     i 

For  penfions  to  widows  of  certain  reduced  officers,  —  628  .  o    o 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  (ervice,  244,699  17     5 

For  the  fervices  of  ditto,  for  ditio,  not  provided  for  by  Parlian)cnt» 

i'^  i773»  —       —  —  —  —  *6>425    o    a 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  na^vy,  —  —  —  444,188    4    3 


Carried  over,        .  £.  3,017,00a  17    o^ 
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I  ' '      Brought  over. 

For  building  an4  repairs  of  fliips  of  war,  &c.  — 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  in  Noith  Britain, 
To  the  Britifh  MuTcum,  —        *  _  _ 

On  account  of  general  furveys  in  North  America,  — 

On  account  of  the  civil  cflabliChmcnt  of  Scnegambia,  — 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia,  —  —  —  .- 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  —  —  .—  •- 

Ditto.ofEaft  Florida,  -^  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  —  —  « 

For  paying  off  certain  Exchequer  bills,  &c.  — 

Towards  the  expence  wiiich  ihall  be  incurred,  in  tiling  in  and  re- 

coining  the  dcficicnrgoid  coin,  &c.  —  — 

Towards  cxtraordinaries  of  the  army,  &c,  •—  — 

To  David  Hartley,  Efq.  towards  enabling  him  to  defray  the  diarge  of 

experiments,  to  afcertain  the  utility  of  his  difcovery  of  a  method  to  fecure 

buildings  and  fhips  from  fire,  —  —  *       — 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to 

make  good  certain  deficiencies,  —  -—  — 

For  repairing,  maintaining,  &c.  the  Britifli  forts  and  fettlements  on 

the  coaft  of  Africa,  ——  — '  — - 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum,  ifliied  in  purfuance  of  the 

addreiles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  -*  *« 

Towards  difcharging  a  certain  capital  ftock  of  3  per  cent,  annuities. 
Towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  i^avy,  ---*  -— 
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Total  of  Supplies, 

Ways  and  Means  for  this  year  :— 
By  certain  furplufle^  &c.  — 1  •-•  — 

Malt -tax,  —  —  —  '      —• 

Tlie  land-tax,  (at  3c*}  «-  -^  ••- 

By  certain  furplufles,  ...».-*• 

By  Exchequer  bilk,  ««.«•.» 

From  the  finking  fund,  — •  «—  .^^  - 

From  certain  monies  paid  into  tlie  Exchequer,  — 

Overplus  of  grants  for  the  year  1773,  —  .        — . 

Balaaoe  of  the  two  fovenths  ofexcife  —  -— 

Surplus  of  certain  duties,         '       -.  -.  '    .      -« 

I     

Balance  from  the  Deputy  Treafurer  of  Cfaeifea  Hofpitai,  Sec  •«» 

From  the  counties  which  have  not  raifed  the  militia,  — 

Total  of  ways  and  means. 
Supply  granted,  — 


c 

!• 

d. 

3,017,002 

17 

oi 

410,729 

0 

0 

6,998 

18 

7 

2,000 

0 

0 

2,085 

4 

0 

6>336 

0 

9i 

^  4.346 

10 

S 

3»o86 

0 

0 

4f9S^ 

0 

0 

4»8so 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

250,000 

0 

0 

288,030  19 

si 

> 

2,500 

0 

0 

43*645 

12 

8 

13,000 

0 

0 

io,iob 

0 

6 

880,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

6,159,661 

2 

"i 

C 

J. 

d. 

113,190 

II 

li 

750,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

i 

619,303 

7 

34 

I,250,Ot>0 

0 

0 

2,080,696 

12 

8i 

15.000 

0 

0 

126,981 

7 

5 

23,637 

XI 

104 

ao,237 

5 

3 

16,500 

a 

4 

30*56 1 

9 

3 

Excefs  of  provifions, 


6,546,108    5    9 
6,159,661     2  X14. 

—        £'   386,447   2   94 
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1774      A  duty  of  3d,  per  yard  was  this  year  ordered  to  be  levied  on  all  printed,  painted,  flained, 
and  dyed  ftufFs,  wholly  made  of  raw  cotton  wool,  and  manufaftured  in  Great  Britain. 

The  following  additional-duties  on  fpirits,  &c.  which  fhould  be  imported  into  the  province 
of  Quebec,  were  likewife  voted  in  order  to  be  applied  towards  making  a  more  certain  and  ade- 
quate proviiion  for  the  charge  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil  govern- 
ment in  that  province : 

May  31. — A  duty  of  3d.  fterling  per  gallon  upon  all  brandy,  or  other  fpirits  of  the  manufac* 
ture  of  Great  Britain :  6d.  fterling  per  gallon  on  all  rum,  or  other  fpirits  fpom  any  of  his 
Majefty's  fugar colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies;  and  is.  fterling  per  gallon  on  all  rum,  or  other 
fpirits,  from  any  other  of  his  Majefiy's  colonies  in  America:  is.  fierling  per  gallon  on  all 
foreign  brandy,  or  other  fpirits,  of  foreign  manufa£ture,  imported  from  Great  Britain :  is» 
fterling  per  gallon  on  all  rum,  or  other  fpirits,  of  the  produce  or  manufaAure  of  any  of  the 
colonies  in  America,  not  in  the  polIeiSon  or  under  the  dominion  of  hie  Majefty,  brought 
from  any  place  except  Great  Britain  r  3d.  fterling  per  gallon  on  all  melafles  and  fyrups^  which 
ihould  be  brought  in  fhips  or  v^els  belonging  to  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  or  to  his  Majefty 's  fabje£ls  in  the  faid  province  \  and  6d.  fterling  per  gallon  on  the 
fame  articles,  brought  in  any  other  veftels  in  which  the  fame  may  be  legally  imported. 

The  faid  duties  to*  be  levied  and  paid,  over  and  above  all  other  duties  now  payable  by  the 
faid  province  of  Quebec,  by  virtue  of  any  former  adts  of  Parliament. 

A  duty  of  1 1.  1 6s.  fterling,  was  alfo  voted  to  be  paid  for  every  licence  which  fhould  be 
granted,  by  the  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  or  commander  in  chief,  of  the  faid  province^ 
to  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for  keeping  a  houfe  of  public  entertainment,  or  for  felling  or  retail* 
ing  wine,  brandy,  rum,  or  any  other  liquors,  within  the  faid  province. 

Extraft  from  the  general  bill  of  chriftenings  and  burials  .within  the  Ulls  of  mortality  ii| 

London,  from  December  14^  i773>  to  December  14,  1774* 

Chriftened,  Males,  8>7ii  «  Buried,  Males,  10,366 

Females,  8,287  Females^  10,518 

^*  ■ 

16,998  20,884 


At  Liverpool, — ^births,  1,192;  deaths,  1,129;  marriages,  50&.. 

In  the  city  of  Norwich,— -births,  1,090;  deaths,  I9O55. 

An  eftimate  made  at  this  time  by  the  Congrefts  of  America^  of  the  number  of  fouls  in  the 

following  provinces :                                                     '  People. 

In  Maflachufety                .«.—                —  —.  400,000 

New  Hampfhire,                   ^—                   —  .i-  150,000 

Rhode  Ifland,                _       —                _  «^  59*678 

Connedicuty                   —                    —  —  -  192,000 

New  York,               i—                 _               _  _  250,000 

Ncwjerfey,               —               —               —  —  130,000 

Pennfylvania,  including  the  lower  counties,  — -  350,000 

Maryland,                —                —                —  —  320,000 

Virginia,                    —       .—        —  —  650,000 

North  Carolina,                   —                   —  —  300,000 

South  Carolina^                 —                  i—  —  225,000 


Total,  3,026,678 


The 
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The  laws  which  had  been  pafled  relative  to  the  colony  of  Mailachufet's  Bay,  and  which' 
were  intended  to  operate  both  as  a  chaftifement  for  paft  and  a  preventative  of  future  mifde- 
meanors  in  that  province,  were  unfortunately  produ£tive  of  efFefts  very  different  from  thofe 
which  the  fanguine  promoters  of  thofe  bills  had  hoped,  and  which  admlniftration  had  held 
out  to  the  nation.     The-caufe  of  Bo{lon  was,  indeed,  now.  become  the  caufe  of  America. 

On  the  30th  of  September  in  the  laft  year,  a  proclamation  was  unexpectedly  iflued  for  the 
diflblution  of  the  Parliament,  and  on  the  30th  of  November  following,  the  new  Parliament 
aflembled.  The  fpeech  from  the  throne  ftated,  *'  that  a  moft  daring  fpirit  of  refiftance  and 
difobedience  to  the  law,ftill  unhappily  prevailed  and  increafed  in  the  province  of  Mailachufet's 
Bay,  and  that  thofe  proceedings  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged  in  others  of  the  colo-* 
nics,  and  unwarrantable  attempts  made  to  obftruft  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  by  unlawful 
combinations;  that  fuch  me^fures  had  been  taken,  and  fuch  orders  given,  as  were  judged  to 
be  moft  effedual  for  carrying  into  execution  the  laws  which  bad  been  paifed  in  the  laft  feilion 
of  the  late  Parliament,  for  the  prote£tion  and  fccurity  of  commerce,  and  for  reftoring  and  pre- 
ferving  peace,  order,  and  good  government  in  the  province  of  Maiiacbufet's  Bay ;  that  Par- 
liament might  depend  upon  a  fiim  and  ftedfaft  refolution  to  withftand  every  attempt  to  weaken 
or  impair  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  Britifli  Legiflature,  over  all  the  dominions  of  the  crown, 
the  maintenance  of  which  was  confidered  as  eiiential  to  the  dignity,  fafety,  and  welfare  of  the 
Brkifh  empire ;  his  Majefty  being  aflured  of  receiving  the  adiftance  and  fupport  of  Parliament, 
while  aAingupon  thefe  principles."  Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  royal  fpeech,  'and  addreiles 
in  conformity  to  it,  were  voted  in  both  Houfes,  by  very  great  majorities. 

On  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  January  20,  Lord  Chatham,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  moved 
an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  "  for  recalling  the  troops  from  Bofton,"  which  was  rejefted  by  a 
majority  of  6S  againft  18. 

January  23. — The  merchants  of  London  prefented  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on 
the  fituation  of  affairs  in  America.  Petitions  of  a  fimilar  nature  were  prefented  from  Briftol, 
Glafgow,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  Birmingham,  &c. 

February  I. — The'Earl  of  Chatham  offered  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a  bill,  the  intent  of  which 
was  to  fettle  the  troubles  of  America.  The  contents  of  this  famous  bill  were,  a  fpecific  ac« 
knowledgmentof  the  fupremacy  of  the  legiflature,  and  the  fuperintending  power  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament.  It  declared,  that  no  taxes, or  charges  fhould  be  levied  in  America,  but  with  the 
free  confent  of  their  aflemblies.  It  afferted  a  right  in  the  crown  to  keep  and  ftation  a  military 
force  eftablilhed  by  law,  in  any  part  of  its  dominions  ;  but  declared,  that  it  could  not  be  law- 
fully employed  to  enforce  implicit  and  illegal  fubmiflion.  It  authorifed  the  holding  of  a  con- 
grefs,  in  order  to  recognize  the  fupreme  fovereignty  of  Great  Britain  over  the  colonies,  and  to 
fettle  at  the  fame  time  an  annual  revenue  upon  the  crown,  difpofable  by  Parliament,  and  appli- 
cable to  the  exigencies  of  the  nation.  On  complying  with  thefe  conditions,  the  z&s  complain- 
ed of  by  Congrefs  were  to  be  fufpended,  with  every  other  meafure  pointed  out  as  a  grievance; 
and  the  conftitution  of  their  governments  to  remain  as  fettled  by  their  charters.  This  bill, 
however,  notwithftanding  the  importance  of  its  object,  and  the  illuftrious  chara£ter  of  the 
noble  lord  who  framed  it,  was  rejeAed  without  referve,  and  not  permitted  even  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 

February  2.— A  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  the  planters  of  the 
Sugar  Colonies,  reiiding  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  merchants  of  London  trading  to  thofe 
colonies. 

Z  2  In 
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1775  In  this  petition  they  fet  forth  their  great  alarm  at  the  aflbciatian  entered  into  by  the  conti« 
iiental  congrefs,  in  confeqnence  of  which  all  trade  between  North  America  and  the  Wed 
Indies  was  to  ceafe  at  a  certain  day,  unlefs  the  a£ts  of  Parliament  therein  fpecified  were  repeal- 
ed by  that  time.  They  ftated»  that  the  BritiOi  property  in  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  amoiinted 
to  upwards  of  thirty  millions  fterlin^, — ^that  a  further  property  of  many  millions  was  employ- 
ed in  the  commnxe  created  by  the  faid  iflands ;  a  commerce  comprehending  Africa,  the  Eaft 
Indies  and  Europe ;  and  that  the  whole  profits  and  produce  of  thofe  capitals. ultimately  center- 
ed in  Great  Britain,  and  added  to  the  national  wealth ;  while  the  navigation  neceflary  to  all  its 
branches,  eftablifhed  a  ftrength  which  wealth  could  neither  purchafe  nor  balance* 

They  fhewed,  that  the  fugar  plantations  in  the  Weft  Indies  are  fubje^i:  to  a  greater  yariety ' 
of  contingencies  than  many  other  fpecies  of  property,  from  their  neceilary  dependence  on  ex- 
ternal fupport ;  that,  therefore,  ihould  any  interruption  happen  in  the  general  fyftem  of  their 
commerce,  the  great  national  (lock,  thus  yefted  and  employed,  muft  become  precarious  and 
unprofitable :  that  the'  profits  arifing  from  the  then  exifting  (late  of  thofe  iflands^  and  that 
might  be  likely  to  arife  from  their  future  improvement,  in  a  great  meafure  depend  on  a  free 
and  reciprocal  .intercourfe  between  them  and  the  feveral  provinces  of  North  America,  from 
.  whence  they  are  furnifhed  with  provifions  and  other  fupplies,  abfolutely  neceilary  for  their 
fupport  and  the  maintenance  of  their  plantations. 

They  then  proceeded  to  prove,  that  they  could  not  be  fupplied  from  any  other  market,  and 
in  any  degree  proportionable  ta  their  wams»  with  thofe  articles  of  indifpenfable  neceility, 
which  tliey  then  derived  from  the  middle  colonies  of  North  America  ;  and  that  if  the  agree- 
ment and  aiibciation  of  the  congrefs  took  full  effeft,  the  iflands  would  be  reduced  to  the 
greateft  diflrefs. 

February  6.— The  Minifter  opened  his  defigns  with  refpeft  to  America ;  tlie  meafures  now 
propofed  to  the  Houfe  were,  to  fend  a  greater  force  to  America,  and  to  pafs  a  temporary  aft, 
fufpending  all  the  foreign  trade  of  the  difierent  colonies  of  New  England,  and  particularly  the 
New  England  fifliery,  until  they  confentcdto  acknowledge  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  Britifh 
Legiflature,  pay  obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  make  a  due  fubmifiion  to  the  King; 
on  doing  which,  thefe  reftriftions  ihould  be  taken  off,  and  their  real  grievances,  on  making 
proper  application  ihould  be  redreiTed. 

The  addrefs  voted  in  confcquence  of  the  miniilerial  motion^  fully  coincided  with  atl  the^ 
views  he  had  unfolded,  and  it  concluded  with  a  declaration,  **  that  it  is  the  fixed  refolution  of 
bis  faithful  Commons,  at  the  haaard  of  their  lives  and  properties,  to  iland  by  his  Majefty, 
againfl  all  rebellious  attempts,  in  the  maintenance  of  his  juft  rights  and  thofe  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament. 

On  the  very  next  day  a  conference  was  held  between  the  two  Houfes,  wherein  they  both 
agreed  to  unite  in  the  addrefs;  which,  being  carried  to  the  Throne,  was  anfwered  by  an  af- 
furance  of  faking  due  meafures  to  enforce  the  requifitions  of  it^  and  was  accompanied  with  a 
meilage  from  the  King,  requefting  the  Commons  to  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  efFeAual  means 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  meafures  they  had  fo  ftrongly  recommended. 

Fikruary  20.— Lord  North  nioved  the  following  refolution,  which  was  carried  by  a  great 

'   majority,  **  That  when  the  Governor,  Council,  Aflcmbly,  or  General  Court  of  his  Majefty's 

provinces  or  colonies,  fhall  propofe  to  make  provifion,  according  to  their  refpe£tive  conditions, 

circumftances  and  fituations,  for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence,  fuch 

proportion  to  be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Court,  or  General  Aflcmbly  of  fuch 

province 
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1775  province  or  colony,  and  difpofabk  by  Parliament;  and  fhall  engage  te  make  ^tovifiott  alfo  fov 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  the  adminiftiation  of  jvftice  in  fuch  province  or 
colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  fuch  propofal  fhould  be  appraved  by  his  Majefty  ia  Parltamcnt, 
and  for  fo  long  as  Juch  provifion  ihould  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear  in  refpeft  of  fuch 
proWnce  or  colony,  to  levy  any  duties,  tzx,  or  aiiefljnent,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may 
be  expedient  to  impofe  for  tlie  regulation  of  commerce ;  the  net  produce  of  the  duties  laft 
Bv^ntionedy  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch  province,  colony,  or  plantatioa  rofpeAively." 

Fehrnary  lo. — A  motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reftraia 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  provinces  of  Mafiachnfet's  Bay  and  New  Hampfhire ;  tbe  coIo-- 
nies  of  ConneAicut  and  Rhode  liland,  and  Providence  Plantation  in  North  America,  to 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  tlie  Britilh  Iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  to  prohibit  fuch  pro- 
vinces and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  or  other 
places  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under  certain  conditions,  and  for  a  limited  time^ 

The  reafons  offered  in  fupport  of  this  bill  were,  that  as  the  Americans  had  entered  into^ 
agreements  hot  to  trade  with  this  kingdom,  it  was  but  }uft  tliat  they  fhould  not  be  fufFered  to 
trade  with  any  other  nation ;  that  their  charter  reilri£ted  them  to  tho  aQ  of  navigation,  and 
that  the  feveral  relaxations  of  that  law  were  fo  many  a£ts  of  grace  and  favour,  which  from 
their  difobediencc  they  no  longer  merited  to  enjoy ;  and  that  as  the  fiflieries  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  as  well  as  all  the  others  in  North  America,  were  the  undoubted  right  of  Great 
Britain,  it  was  but  juft  that  a  rebellious  people  fhould  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  refulting 
from  them. 

The  oppofition  againft  this  bill  was  greatly  ftrengthened  by  a  petition  from  the  merchants- 
and  traders  of  London  who  were  intereiled  in  the  American  commerce,  and  were  permitted  to 
be  heard  by  their  counfcl  againft  the  bill,  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evidence  it  appeared,  that  fo  far  back  as  the  year  1764,  the  four  pro- 
vinces of  New  England  employed,  in  their  feveral  fiflieries^  no  lefs  than  45,880  ton  of  fliip- 
ping,  and  6,002  mariners  ;  and  that  the  produce  of  their  fiflieries  in  the  foreign  markets  for 
that  year,  amounted,  in  fterling  money,  to  the  fum  of  322,220!.  i6s.  It  alfo  appeared,  that 
the  fiflieries  had  increafed  very  much  fince  that  time  ;  that  the  New  England  fifli  were  much^ 
better  than  thofe  taken  by  fliips  fitted  out  from  Great  Britain ;  that  all  the  materials  ufed  in 
the  fiflieries,  except  fait,  and  the  timber  of  which  the  veflels  were  built,  were  taken  from  this, 
country,  and  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  fifli  were  remitted  here. 

It  was  alfo  given  in  evidence,  that  neither  thejwhale  nor  the  cod  fiflieries  could  be  carried 
on  to  any  degree  of  equal  extent  and  advantage,  either  from  Newfoundland  or  Great  Britain, 
as  from  North  America  ;  that  there  were  many  local  circumftances  and  fome  natural  advan- 
tages  in  favour  of  the  latter,  which  could  neither  be  counterafted  or  fupplied ;  that  with  rcfpeft 
to  transferring  the  filheries  to  Nova  Scotia  or  Quebec,  were  government  even  to  furnifli  them 
with  a  capital,  they  had  neither  veflels  nor  men ;  nor  could  they  procure  them  from,  any  other 
place  than  New  England  ;  that,  in  any  cafe,  the  prohibiting  one  fifliery,  and  the  creation  of 
another,. may  take  up  a  large  portion  of  time,  and  that,  in  the  interval,  the  trade  Would  be 
inevitabfy  k>ft ;  and  that  the  people  belonging  to  the  American  fiflieries  had  fuch  an  abhorrence 
of  the  military  government  eftabliflied  at  Halifax,  and  fo  invincible  an  averfion  to  the  loofe 
habits  and  manners  of  the  people,  that  nothing  could  induce  them  to  remove  thither,  even 
fnppofing  them  reduced  to  the  neceiSty  of  emigration.  It  alfo  appeared,,  that  there  was  near  a^ 
million  of  money  dwing  frpm  New  England  to  London* 
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1775  '^^^  evidence  alfo  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  calamities  proceeding  /rom  this  bill  wouldt 
fall,  in  a  very  particular  roannery  upon  tliofe  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  occupations,  muft 
be  innocent ;  for  as  the  people  belonging  to  the  filheries  pafs  the  greateft  pait  of  the  year  at 
,  fea»  they  could  have  no  ihare  in  the  criminal  conduft  which  was  imputed  to* others  ;  that  the 
<cafe  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  was  peculiarly  hard ;  that  this  extraordinary  people,  a- 
mounting  to  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  in  number,  nine-tenths  of  whom  are  quakers,  in« 
habited  a  barren  ifland  fifteen  miles  long  and  three  broad ;  the  produce  of  which,  was  fcarcely 
equal  to  the  maintenance  of  twenty  femilies  :  that  from  the  only  harbour  which  this  ifland 
poflefles,  the  inhabitants,  by  an  afloniihing  exertion  of  indufiry,  confiantly  employ  140  vef- 
fels,  of  which  eight  are  continually  engaged  in  the  importation  of  provifions,  and  the  reft  in 
the  whale  fiihery^  which,  with  an  irivincible  perfeverance,  they  have  extended  from  the  frozen 
regions  of  the  Pole,  to  thecoafts  of  Africa,  to  the  Brazils,  and  even  as  far  fouth  as  the  Falk* 
land  Iflands ;  fome  of  their  fifhing  voyages  continuing  for  fo  long  a  fpace  as  twelve  months. 
The  particular  cafe  of  thefe  people  was  fo  remarkable,  that  a  motion  proceeded  from  adminif- 
tration  to  afford  them  relief. 

At  the  fame  time,  a  petition  was  prefented  by  the  merchants,  traders,  &c.  of  Poole,  in 
Dorfetfhire,  in  direft  oppofition,  though  not  perhaps  with  equal  authority,  to  that  of 
London. 

This  petition  flated,  that  the  reftraints  laid  upon  the  colonies  would  not,  by  any  means, 
be  injurious  to  Britilh  commerce ;  tliat  the  foreign  markets  might  be  amply  fapplied  by  ex- 
tending the  Newfoundland  filhery  from  England ;  that  the  faid  fifhery  already  exceeded  half  a 
million  annually,  all  which  centered  in  this  kingdom,  whereas  the  profits  of  the  colony  fifh- 
«nes  went  elfewhere ;  that  the  fifhery  from  the  mother-country  is  a  never  failing  nurfery  of 
feamen  for  the  navy,  while  the  American  feamen  were  not  compellable  to  ferve  their  country 
in  time  of  war.  It  concluded  with  foliciting  fuch  encouragement  to  the  Britifh  fifhery  to 
Newfoundland,  as  Parliament  fhould  think  beft  adapted  to  the  enlargement  of  it.  In  fhort, 
it  appeared,  that  about  400  fhlps  of  36,000  tons  burthen,  2,000  fi(hing  fhallops  of  20,000  tons 
burthen,  and  20,000  mariners,  &c.  were  employed  in  the  Britifh  Newfoundland  fifhery ;  that 
above  600,000  quintals  of  fifh  were  annually  taken,  which,  upon  an  average  of  feven  years, 
were  worth  14s.  per  quintal;  and,  with  the  other  amounts,  confifling  of  falmon,  cod-oil, 
feal,  and  furs,  exceeded  half  a  million  yearly;  and  that  of  the  20,000  men  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  employed  in  that  fifhery,  8^000  neceflarily  continued  in  Newfoundland  all  the 
winter. 

In  every  flage  of  this  bufinefs  the  violence  of  debate  rekindled ;  the  fame  fpirit  of  oppofition 
met  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  it  was  fo  enlarged  as  to  include  in  its  reftridions  the  pro- 
vinces of  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  Carolina.  But  this  amendment 
did  not  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  bill  was  pafled  without 
the  propofed  alteration. 

This  bill  was  immediately  followed  by  another,  upon  the  principle  of  the  amendment  pro- 
pofed by  the  Lords  in  the  laft,  ^*  To  reflrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Colonics  of 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvaniay  Maryland,  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
faind,  and  the  Britifh  Iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  certain  conditions  and  limitations. 

While  this  biU  was  in  agitation,  a  long  feries  of  important  evidence  in  behalf  of  the  Weft 
India  merchants  and  planters,  and  infupj>ortof  th^  petition  which  they  had  lately  prefented, 
was  laid  before  the  Houfe.    Mr*  Gloverj  the  author  of  Leonidas,  and  equally  celebrated  for 
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the  Houfe. 

It  appeared  from  the  evidence  produced  on  this^  occaiion,  that  the  fagar  colonies  were  to  he 
coniidered  as  vaft  manufactories,  with  this  peculiar  diftinftion  from  others,  that  they  were 
pbljged  to  raife  their  own  materials  ;  that  the  cane  was  the  raw  material ;  fugar^  melafles  and 
rum,  the  manufad lire;  that  the  raifing  of  provifion  was,  and  muft  necellariiy  continue  to  be,, 
a  very  fecondary  ob)e£t ;  that,  if  neceflity  fhould  at  any  time  render  it  otherwife,  the  manu*^ 
fadure  muft,  of  courfe,  decline  in  proportion  to  the  attention  paid  to  the  other;  but  that  the 
fcajrcity  of  land  in  the  fmaU  iilands,  the  great  value  of  cultivable  land,  for  the  purpofe  of 
railing  the  material  in  all,  together  with  the  exceflive  price  of  labour,  and  many  infurmount- 
able  natural  impediments^  rendered  the  railing  of  any  thing  like  a  fufEcient  ftock  of  provUions^ 
utterly  impradicable*  That  the  middle  colonies  of  North  America  were  the  great  fources  of 
fupply  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  not  only  for  proviiion,  but  for  an  article  equally  neceifary^ 
which  is  underftood  under  the  term  lumber ;  and  by  which  is  meant  every  kind  of  timber  and 
wood  thatisufed  in  building  and  the  cooperage;  excepting- only  fome  particular cafes>  where* 
in  great  ftrength  and  durability  are  required,  and  in  which  the  hard  woods  peculiar  to  the 
tropical  regions  are  preferable. 

It  was  alfo  aflerted  without  referve,  that  no  other  fources  of  fupply  could  be  opened  either 
in  America  or  in  Europe,  which,  with  refpeft  to  time,  quantity,  and  many  other,  circum- 
fiances,  could  prevent  the  dreadful  efFe£ls  of  a  famine  in  the  Sugar  Iflands;  an  event  whicl> 
would  be  rendered  fiill  the  more  dreadful,  by  the  vaft  fuperioricy  of  the- negroes-  to  the  white 
people  in  number,  and  the  horrible  barbarities  which  muft  be  expefied  from  them,  in  circum* 
fiances  of  calamity  that  would  deftroy  all  order  and  diftia£lion  among  the  moft  civilized  na- 
tions :  and  that  if  there  was  even  a  poiEbility  of  averting  this  fatal  event,  the  iflands  would^ 

« 

notw/thfianding,  be  ruined,  as  their  great  ftaple  commodities^  of  fugar  and  rum  would  be  ufe-» 
iefs  for/Want  ofcafksto  contain  them;  and  they  could  not  receive  fiaves  from  any  part  of 
Europe  upon  fuch  terms  as  they  were  able  to  comply  witlu 

It  appeared  alfo  in  the  courfe  of  this  evidence,  that  on  a  very  moderate  calculation,  ia  whicli 
large  allowances  were  made  for  every  poflible  excefs,  that  the  capital  in  thofe  iflands,  conflft- 
ing  in  cultivated  lands,  buildingSy  negroes,  and  ftock  of  all  kinds,  did  not  amoun  tto  lefs 
than  6o,ooOyOQOl.  fterling;  that  their  exports  for  fome  years  paft  to  Great  Britain^  had  a- 
mounted  to  about  19.0,000  hogfheads  and  puncheons  of  fugar  and  rum  ;  amounting  in  weight 
to  near  95,000  tons,  and  in  value  to  about  4,ooo,oooL  excluflve  of  a  great  number  of  fmaller 
articles ;  and  of  their  very  great  export  to  North  America.;  that  their  growth  was  fa  great,  and 
their  improvements  £0  rapid,  that  within  a  very  few  years,  their  export  of  fugar  to  this  king* 
donx,  was  increafed  40^000  hogflieads  annually,  amounting  to.  about  8oo,oool.  in.  value. 

It  appeared  alfo  to  be  extremely  probable,  though  it  wa^  not  (for  perhaps  it  could  not  be)" 
precifely  afcertained;  that  more  than  one  half  of  that  vaft  capital  of  6o,ooo,oooL  was  either 
the  immediate  property  of,  or  was  awing  to  perfons  refident  in  this  country.  It  was  alfa 
evident,  that  the  revenue  gained  above  700,0001.  per  ann.  upoa  the  direft  Weft  India  trade^ 
excluiive  of  its  eventual  and  circuitous  produds  of  the  African  trade ;  and  it  was  fully  fliewn» 
that  this  immenfe  capital  and  trade,  as  well  as  that  of  Africa,  neither  of  which  could  fubiift 
without  the  other,  were  from  nature  and  circumftances,  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  wholly^ 
dependent  upon  North  America*   ^ 

March. 
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^775  March  22. — Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  in  his  fpecch  on  moving  his  conciliatory  proportions 
with  rcfpeft  to  the  colonies,  in  taking  a  view  of  the  trade  of  this  country  at  different  periods, 
toade  it  appear,  that  the  whole  exports  to  North  America,  the  Weft  Indies,  and  Africa,  in 
the  year  1704,  amounted  only  in  value  to  569,930!.  and  that  in  the  year  1772,  which  was 
taken  upon  a  medium,  as  being  neither  the  highcft  nor  the  ioweft  of  thofe  which  might  have 
been  applied  to  of  late,  the  exports  to  the  fame  places  (including  thofe  from  Scotland,  which 
in  1704  had  no  exiftence)  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  6,024,1711.  being  in  tlie  proportion  of 
nearly  eleven  to  one. 

He  alfo  (hewed,  that  the  whole  export  trade  of  England,  including  that  to  the  colonies,  a- 
xnounted  at  the  firft  period  of  1704,  to  no  more  than  6,509,000!.  Thus  the  trade  to  the  colo- 
nies alone,  was,  at  the  iattcr  period,  within  lefs  than  half  a  million  of  being  equal  to  what  this 
great  commercial  nation  carried  on,  at  the  beginning  of  tlie  prefent  century,  with  the  whole 
world ;  and  ftating,  as  he  did  at  this  period,  the  wholecommerce  of  this  country  at  16,000,000, 
that  to  the  colonies,  which  in  the  firft  period  couftituted  but  one  twelfth  of  the  whole,  was 
now  very  confiderably  more  than  one  third. 

But  however  aftonifliing  the  general  cncrcafc  of  the  wliole  colonies  at  large  miglit  appear, 
the  growth  of  the, province  of  Pennfylvania  is  ftill  more  extraordinary.     In  the  year  1704,  the  ■ 
whole  exports  to  that  colony  amounted  to  11,8191.  and  in  1772,  were  rifcn  to  507,909!.  being 
nearly  fifty  times  the  original  demand,  and  almoft  equal  to  the  whole  colony  export  at  the 
firft  period. 

Jpril  19. -^On  this  day  hqftilities  niay  be  faid  to  have  commenced  in  America.  General 
Gage  having  fent  a  detachment  to  feize  or  deftroy  cannon  and  ammunition  at  Concord,  were, 
on  their  return  to  Bofton,  fired  on  at  Lexington  by  fome  of  the  Provincials,  when  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  Ikirraifhes  took  place,  and  feveral  on  both  fides  were  killed  and  wounded. 
-  jfpfjl2j. — As  the  American  fifticries  were  now  abolilhed,  it  became  neccflary  tathin^6f 
forming  forac  plan  for  fupplying  their  place,  and  to  guard  againft  the  ruinous  confequenccs 
of  the  foreign  markets  either  changing  the  courfc  of  confumption,  or  failing  into  the  hands  of 
flrangers,  and  thofe,  perhaps,  ^hoftile  to  this  country. 

The  confumption  of  fi(h  oil,  as  a  fubftitute  for  tallow,  was  now  become  fo  extenfive,  as  to 
render  that  alfo  an  objeft  of  great  national  concern  ;  the  city  of* London  alone  expending  about 
30o,oooU  annually  in  that  commodity; 

It  fecmed  alfo  to  be  neccflary  in  this  critical  period,  to  pay  a  more  particular  attention  to  the 
interefts  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  than  had  been  the  praftice  for  many  years.  It  had  ap- 
peared in  the  mafs  of  evidence  which  had  lately  been  offered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
the  exports  from  England  to  Ireland  amounted,  at  this  time,  to '^,400,000!.  per  annum,  be- 
fides  her  fupporting  a  large  and  excellent  army  at  all  times  ready  for  our  defence ;  and  tlie  im- 
menfe  fums  of  her  ready  cafli,  which  her  numerous  abfenlees,  penfioners  and  placemen  fpend 
in  this  country.  Yet,  from  oppreffrve  reftri&ions  in  trade,  the  kingdom  was  cut  off  from  the 
benefit  of  her  great  natural  ftaplc  commodity,  as  well  as  excluded  in  general  from  the  advan- 
tages which  ihe  might  derive  from  her  admirable  fituation,  and  her  great  number  of  excellent 
harbours. 

The  Miniftcr  accordingly  moved  for  a  committee  of  the  wliole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the 

emcouragement  proper  to  be  given  to  the  fisheries  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  in  the 

progrefs  of  the  bill  it  was  agreed,  **  That  a  bounty  of  40I.  be  given  to  the  firft  100  fhips  that 

arrive  with  a  cargo  of  10,  OCX)  cod-fifh,  caught  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland;  20I.  for  the 
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1775  ^^^^  '^^  (hips,  and  161.  for  the  next  100  fhips.  That  a  bounty  of  500L  b^  given  to  the  (hip 
that  arrives  with  the  greateft  quantity  of  whale  oil ;  4001.  for  the  next  greateft  quantity ;  300I. 
for  the  next;  200I.  for  the  next,  and  lool.  for  the  next.  That 'Ireland  have  liberty  to  import 
bittbber  and  whale  fins,  the  fame  as  England :  that  the  duty  on  feal  ikins  imported  into  Ire- 
land do  ceafe  and  be  no  longer  paid  :  that  Ireland  have  leave  to  export  cloathii;g  to  America, 
for  fo  much  of  the  army  as  they  fupply  and  pay  for ;  as  alfo  provifions,  hook.s»  lines,  nets, 
tools  and  implements,  for  tlie  purpofes  of  the  fifhery :  and  that  a  bounty  of  5s.  per  barrel  be 
'  given  to  all  flax  feed  imported  into  Ireland. 

The  following  are  the  principal  events  which  took  place  in  America  in  this  year,  and  as  they 
will  be  found  to  operate  materially  on  the  future  tranfadlions  of  the  war  which  followed,  a 
general  datement  of  them,  at  leaft,  is  eflcntial  to  this  period  of  our  hiflory. 

In  the  month  of  May,  the  Virginians  came  to  a  rcfolution  not  to  export  tobacco  to  Great 
Britain  ;  and  the  provincial  aflcmbly  of  New  Jerfey  prohibited  all  exports  whatever. 

The  fccond  general  Congrefs  met  at  Philadelphia^  where  they  eflablifhcd  a  paper  currency 
for  the  fupport  of  a  continental  artay,  and  took  the  Poft-office  into  their  own  hands.  They 
likewife  refolved,  "  that  no  negociation  by  bill,  draught,  or  fupply,  be  done  with  Britilh 
officers  or  their  agents  ;"  and  "  that  the  compaft  between  the  Crown  and  the  ptople  of  Maf- 
fachufct's  Bay  be  diflToIved,  &c." 

The  provincial  aflcmbly  of  South  Carolina,  alfo  came  to  a  refolution  not  to  deal  with  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Pool  in  Dorfetfliire. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  a  very  bloody  a£lion  took  place  between  the  King's  troops  and  the 
Provincials,  on  Bunker's  Hill. 

In  the  month  of  July,  the  provincial  affembly  of  New  York  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
provifions  to  the  Newfoundland  fifliery;  and  the  non-importation  of  Britifh  goods  was  agreed 
to  in  Georgia  and  Virginia^  Congrefs,  however,  allowed  the  importation  of  military 
{lores. 

A  Congrefs  of  Indian  chiefs  and  warriors  met  General  Carleton  and  Colonel  Johnfon  at 
Montreal,  and  refolved  to  fulfill  their  engagements  with  Great  Britain. 

Every  port  in  America  was  (hut  by'a  refolution  of  Congrefs ;  who,  a  few  days  afterwards, 
rejeded  the  propofition  of  Parliament,  made  on  the  20th  of  February,  in  this  year:  and,  in 
the  enfuing  month,  non-exportation  and  non-importation  took  place  throughout  America 
in  confequence  of  that  refolution. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  committee  chamber  of  New  York  ftriSly  forbad  the  fupplying 
of  the  Britifh  troops  in  America  with  provifions  :  at  the  fame  time,  the  provincial  aflembly 
of  Pennfylvania  refolved  not  to  deal  with  certain  Britiih  merchants. 

About  thi5  time,  upwards  of  3000I.  in  36s.  pieces,  were  feized  on  board  a  fliip  in  the  river 
Thames,  bound  for  Bofton  in  New  England.  ^ 

The  States  General  of  Holland  iflued  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  war- 
like (lores  to  America:  and  in  Odober,  the  King  of  Denmark  publifhed  an  edi£t,  forbidding 
his  fubjefls  to  give  any  affiftance  to  the  Americans. 

A  proclamation  was  alfo  made  in  the  Britifh  Wefl  India  Iflands,  forbidding  all  intercourfc 
with  the  Americans. 

A  great  number  of  people  having  been  tempted  by  American  cmifTaries  to  quit  Scotland, 
emigration -from  that  country  was  prohibited,  and  particularly  from  the  Weflern  Iflands. 
Vol.  IV.  .  A  a  In 
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1775  In  the  month  of  Norember,  the  provincial  committee  of  Pennfylvania  infb-n£led  their  dc« 
legates,  **  not  to  agree  to  any  propofition  in  the  general  Congrefs,  that  might  lead  to  a  repa- 
ration with  the  mother  country,  or  to  a  change  of  government.^ 

;   In  December  the  Weft  India  planters  and  merchants  in  London,  petitioned  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  American  auflFairs^ 

On  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  a  biU  to  prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  the  Ameri- 
can colonies^  in  aAual  rebellion,  received  the  royal  aflent. 

At  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  a  petition  had  been  prefented  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
from  the  Aflembly  of  Nova  Scolta.  It  was  fent  from  that  aflembly  in  confeqnence  of  Lord 
North^s  conciliatory  propofition ;  and  was  intended,  by  thofe  who  promoted  it  in  that  colony, 
as  a  pattern  and  precedent  for  the  reft*  The  mode  of  granting  a  revenue,  propofed  by  this 
aflembly,  was  the  payment  of  fome  fpecific  doty  per^  cent,  upon  importation  of  all  foreign 
commodities^  bay  fah  only  excepted ;  by  which  means  the  jamount  of  the  revenue  would  at 
all  times  bear  a  due  relation  and  proportion  to  the  opulence  and  confumption  of  the 
province,  &c. 

Many  caufes,  however,  concurred  to  leStn  the  effeft  of  this  petition  from  Nova  Scotia* 
That  province  bad  coft  government  immenfe  fums  of  money,  without  its  growth  or  value  ia 
any  degree  correfponding  with  the  expencc.  It  was  ftill  unequal  to  the.fupport  of  its  own 
civil  government,  tlie  expence  of  which  was  annually  granted  by  Parliament ;  fo  that  the  offer 
of  a  revenue  in  fuch  circumftances,  however  laudable  the  motives  and  intention,  carried  in 
fome  degree  a  ludicrous  appearance :  as  it  was,  alfo,  undbr  the  influence  of  a  military  power, 
its  a£l8  could  not  be  fuppoied  to  carry  any  great  weight  as  an  example,  with  thofe  colonies 
who  abhorred  fuch  an  appearance,  and  whofe  prefent  troubles  arofe  from  a  defence  of  what 
they  conceived  to  be  their  civil  immunities  and  conftitution. 

The  petition,  belides,  contained  along  catalogue  of  grievances,  the  redrefs  of  which  was  as 
earneftly  prefled,  though  in  more  fuppliant  language,  as  a  fimilar  redrefs  had  been  by  the  other 
provinces,  and  feemed,  in  fome  degree,  to  be  confi^ered  as;  conditional  and  cieceffiiry  towards 
the  cftabliOimcnt  of  a  permanent  connexion,  and  for  retaining  the  affe&ion  and  obedience  of 
the  people*  Upon  the  whole,  excepting  the  profaflion  of  fubmiffion  to  the  fupremelegiilature, 
which  had  only  of  late  been  a  queftion  aiiy  where,  and  the  propo&l  of  a  doty,,  which  feemed 
little  more  than  a  commercial  regubtion,  this  petition  did  not  contain  any  thing  eflentially 
different  from  the  former  application  of  other  colonies. 

Refolutionsy  however,  to  the  following*  purpofe  were  now  propofed  by  the  minifier,  andl 
pafl[ed  in  a  committee,  as  foundations  for  an  intended  bill,  viz.  that  the  propofal  of  a  pound- 
age duty,  a/  vaicrtfHf  upon  all  commodities  imported,  bay  fait  excepted,  not  being  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Britiih  dominiooa  ia  Europe  or  America,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Parliament,  fhould 
be  accepted,  and  the  duty  fixed  at  81.  per  cent,  upon  all  fuch  commodities.  That  as  fooa  aa 
the  ncceffiry  aAs  for  that  purpofe  were  pafied  by  die  Aflembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  had  re* 
ceived  the  royal  approbation,  all-  other  taxes  and  duties  in  that  province  Ihould  ceaie  and  be 
difcontinued,  and  no  other  Uid  on,  while  thofe  aAs  continued  in  force,  excepting  only  fuch 
duties  as  were  found  neceflary  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  ^  the  net  produce  of  which  were 
to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  province :  and  to  admit  an  importation  into  that  province 
of  wines,  orangei,  Icmpns^  cunants  and  raifins>  dire£Uy  from  the  place  of  their  growth  and 

produce*  / 

This 
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1775  Tbis  relaxation  of  the  aft  of  navigation,  though  not  very  coniiderable,  was  intended  to 
.  ihew  the  favourable  difpofition  of  Parliament  towards  this  province^  which  had  fct  fo  landable 
an  example  of  obedience ;  and  ieemed  to  hold  out  to  the  colonies  in  general,  an  enlargement 
of  commerce  as  a  compenfation  for  their  acceding  to  the  conciliatory  refolution.  Indeed,  no 
fmall  attention  was  paid  to  this  petition,  as  forming  a  modU  for  future  taxation  ;  and  ferious 
hopes  were  entertained  of  its  effeft  until  it  had  paiTed  the  committee.  But  the  pacific  fyftem,  of 
which  this  meafure  was  a  leading  part,^  was  fuddenly  laid  afide,  and  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs 
was  fuiFered  to  die  away.  The  proje£ted  bill  was  not  brought  in,  and  after  the  enfuing  holi«» 
days,  the  petition  from  Nova  Scotia  was  heard  of  no  more. 

The  following  is  a  compleat  lift  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco's  navy  at  this  time. 

At  Larache, — two  frigates  of  30  guns  and  200  men  each ;— three  frigates  of  24  guns  and  150 
men  each ; — two  frigates  of  20  guns  and  130  mea  each ;— one  galliot  of  22  oars,  12  guns  and 
90  men  each. 

At  Tetuan, — two  xebecs  of  30  oars,  20  guns  and  200  men  each ;— one  galliot  of  32  oars, 
16  guns  and  100  men; — three  galliots  of  24  oars,  xo  guns  and  90  men  each; — one  galliot  of 
16  oars,  8  guns  and  60  men ;— >one  xebec  of  26  oars  and  16  guns,  and  two  galliots  of  22  oars ' 
and  1^  guns,  ready  for  launching. 

At  Sallee^— one  veflfel  of  24  guns  and  180  men ;— ono  xebec  of  20  oars,  18  guns  and  lao 
men  ;-F-three  galliots  of  30  oars,  10  guns  and  130  men  each. 

At  Tangier, — one  galliot  of  36  oars,  20  guns  and  160  men. 

It  appeared  from  authentic  papers,  that  during  this  y«ar,  the  number  of  packs  of  cards 
ftampedt  amounted  to  428,000,  and  of  pairs  of  dice  to  3,000 ;  and  that  during  the  lame  period 
12,300,000  newfpapers  had  been  publifhed. 

'    The  quantity  of  gold  that  had  been  coined  at  the  Tower  of  London  iince  the  year  1772, 
amounted  to  about  i3,Qoo,oooL 

An  account  of  the  value  of  corn  imported  into  England  and  Scotland  fince  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  corn  regifter  a&  in  1770,  the  value  of  corn  exported  in  each  yearlxing  firft  de« 
dufted.  .  I,' 

Balance  paid  for  corn  in  1771,  ~  «-  105,200 

'  i77a>  .—  —  84,400 

1773,  ~  —  5*9»8^ 

■  i774>  —  —  i,oaa,a30 


Total,  1,781,650 


The  imports  into  Great  Britain  from  Virginia  and  Maryland*  before  the  war,  weve  0,ooo 
bogfheads  of  tobacco,  of  which  13,500  were  confumed  at  home;  and  the  duty  on  them,  at 
261.  IS.  each,  amounted  to  33196751. :  the  remaining  82,500  were  exported  by  oar  merchants 
to  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  brought  a  great  deal  of  money  into  this  kingdom.  This 
trade  alone  conftantly  employed  330  ihips  and  3*960  ikilors* 

The  following  bills  reiatii^  to  trade  and*  commerce,  received  the  royal  aflent  in  the  Par- 
liamentary feffions  of  this  year. 

A  bill  to  explain,  amend,  and  render  more  eiFeftual,  ait  a/ft  for  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  atenfils  made  ufe  of  in  the  woollen,'  linen,  and  other  manufii£lares. 

To  continue  an  a£l  for  allowing  the  free  importation  of  Irifli  falted  provifions,  &c. 

A  a  2  For 
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1775      ^^^  reftraining  the  trade  of  New  England,  and  the  fifherics  of  that  colony  on  the  banks  of 

Newfoundland. 
The  Oxford  canal  and  Thames  navigation  bills. 
A  bill  to  reftrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  of  New  Jerfcy,  Pcnnfylvania, 

Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Sooth  Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Weft  India  iflands. 
To  explain  and  amend  an  aft  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  manufa£ture  of  hats,  the  woollen, 

and  divers  other  branches  of  trade. 

To  enable  Sir  Nigel  Grefley  and  fon  to  make  a  navigable  canal  from  certain  coal  mines  at 

Apedale,  in  Staffbrdfhire,  to  Newcaftle  under  Line. 

To  enable  the  different  nniverfities  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  colleges  of  Eton,  Weftminfter, 

and  Winchcftcr,  to  hold,  in  perpetuity,  their  copy-right  in  books  given  or  bequeathed  to 

them,  for  the  advancement  of  learning. 

For  altering,  explaining,  and  amending  feveral  a6ts  of  Parliament  in  Scotland,  relative  to 

colliers,  coal-bearers,  and  falters. 

For  compleating  and  maintaining  the  pier  of  Magavifley,  in  Cornwall. 

To  permit  the  free  importation  of  raw  goat-ikins  into  this  kingdom. 

To  permit  the  importation  of  painted  earthen  ware,  except  gally-tilies,  the  manufafhire  of 

Europe,  ,to  be  fold  in  Great  Britain. 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  fifheries  carried  on  from  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Bri- 

u(h  dominions  in  Europe. 

For  giving  a  public  reward  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  (hall  difcovcr  a  northern  paflage 

from  Europe  to  the  weftern  and  foutbern  ocean  of  America. 

To  enlarge  the  term  of  letters  patent  granted  to  William  Clockworth,  for  the  fo|e  ufc  of  a 

difcovery  of  certain  materials  for  the  making  of  porcelain. 

To  prohibit  all  trade  with  the  North  American  colonics,  now  in  aftual  rebellion,  during 

the  coiltinuance  thereof. 

Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year :—  £.        j,     ^/, 

For  18,000  feamen,  including  marines,  —  —  936,000    o    o 

Towards  building  and  repairing  (hips,  &c.  —  —  ^97»379     o    o 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  —  —  —  440,680  15  10 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,  &c.  228,059     '     7 

For  ferviccs  performed  by  ditto  for  ditto,  not  provided  for  by  Parlia- 
ment in  1774,  —  —  —  —  3^*748     5     3 
For  17,547  land-forces,  including  4,383  invalids,  &c.              —                 695,396  11     5 
For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  at 

Minorca,  Gibraltar,  &c.         —  —  —  386,186    o  iO{- 

For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britiih  and  Irifh  eftablilhments,  2,874    4    9 

Ditto,  —  —  —  —  '  —  9,536  10     7 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff'-officers,  &c»  —  —  11,47318     6^ 

For  the  charge  of  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  &c.  —  122,221   15     5 

On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty^s  land  forces,  &c.  105,326  16     8 

For  allowances  to  feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 

reduced  troops  of  horfe-guarxis,  &c.  —  —  870    3    9 

For  peniions  to  the  widows  of  certain  reduced  officers,  —  628    o    o 


Carried  forward,  3*269,381     4    7^ 
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Brought  over. 
Towards  defraying  the  extraordinaries  of  the  armyt  &c,  — 

On  account  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  -^  .. 

To  the  troftees  of  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  -*-  — 

To  the  Levant  Company,  to  be  applied  in  aflii^ing  the  faid  Company 

in  carrying  on  their  trade,  —  —  — 

On  account  of  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  Nova  Scotia^  — 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  —  —  — .  -^ 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  — .  — . 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Scnegambia,  —  —  — 

On  account  of  general  furveys  in  North  America^  — » 

For  making  out  charts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  — 

Ditto  of  North  America,  —  —  -^ 

For  repairing,  &c.  Britifh  forts  and  fettleitients  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum  -ifTued  by  his  Majefty's 

orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrelTes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

For  cleaning  Barbadoes  harbour,  —  —  — . 

To  make  good  certain  fums  expended  in  preventing  diftempers  among^ 

the  horned  cattle,  —  -*  —  — • 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain,. 
Further  deficiency  in  the  gold  coin,  —  — 

Extras  of  the  mint,  —  —  —  — 

Further  expence  of  coinage,    .  —  —  — 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fcrvice  of  1774^ 
For  paying  oflF  ccrtaia  Exchequer  bills,  —  — 
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Total  Supplies,. 

The  Ways  and  Meaks  for  raifing  the  foregoing  fupplies. 

Duty  on  malt,  —  — .  _ 

Land  tax  at  3s.  —  —  — 

From  the  finking  fund,  5th  of  January,  -^  — • 

Ditto,  5th  of  April,  —  .^      „  —  -* 

Ditto,  growing  produce,  ...  —  — 

By  Exchequer  bills,  —  — i.  — 

By  a  lottery,  .  —  —  .  — 

American  revenues,  «^  — .  — 

Gum  Senecca,  _         —  —  — 

French  f  rize-money,  —  —  —.  . 

Sale  of  the  ceded  iflands,  —  —  -- 

By  furpluflcs  o(  certain  duties  remaining  in  the  Exchcqucri 

^  _ 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means,  -7-. 

Supplies  granted,  .  —       .  ^    ,. 
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1775      '^^^  number  of  chrifteaings  and  burials  from  December  13,  17749  to  December  149  X775» 
frithin  t^e  London  bills  of  mortalitj.^  is  as  follows  :^ 

Christened.  Buried, 

Males,  89876  '  Maks,         10,134 

Females,       8f753  Females,     10,380 


i^a 


Inally      179629  In  all,     20,514 


*    At  Paris,'during  this  year,  the  births-  were  19,650,— viz.  10,247  boys,  and  9,403  girls  ;-*- 
the  dcaths9  18,400 ;  ana  the  marriages,  5,ox6.— The  children  admitted  into  the  foundling 
hofpital  of  that  city  amounted  to  6,505. 
1776      The  fpeech  from  the  throne,  on  the  26th  of  October,  in  the  laft  year,  announced  an  ac** 
tual  ftate  of  rebellion  in  the  North  American  colonies,  and  fee  forth  the  neceffity  of  employ- 
ing a  fufficient  force  to  fupprefs  it.     His  Majefty  then  entered  into  the  difference  that  fub- 
filled  between  tlie  views  of  thofe  who  fomented  and  took  the  lead  in  this  rebellion,  and  thofe  . 
of  the  Crown  and  Parliament.     The  view  of  tlie  latter  was  rather  to  undeceive  than  to  pnnilh : 
a  fmall  number  of  forces^  therefore,  was  only  fent,  and  propofitions  of  a  conciliatory   nature 
accompanied  the  means  taken  to  enforce  authority.    The  former,  whilft  they  endeavoured  to 
delude  with  fpecious  profeffions,  had  in  view  nothing  bui^the  eftablifhment  of  an  independent 
empire.     That  the  fpirit  of  the  BritiOi  nation  was  too  high,  and  its  refources  too  numerous, 
to  fufFer  her  tacaely  to  lofe  what  had  been  acquired  with  great  toil,  nurfed  with  great  tender- 
nefs,  and  protefted  at  much  expence  of  blood  and  treafure. — That  wifdom,  and,  in  the  end, 
clemency,  required  a  full  exertion  of  thefe  refources.-— That  the  navy  had  been  increafed,  and 
the  land  forces  greatly  augmented ;  foreign  fu^cours,  though  no  treaty  was  then  concluded, 
were  held  out ;  and  the  difpoiition  of  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  Mahon  and  Gibraltar,  was 
fpecified.— In  the  end,  an  aflurance  of  the  royal  mercy  was  given,  as  foon  as  the  deluded  mul- 
titude fliould  become  fenlible  of  their  error ;  and  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  which  might 
arife  from  the  great  diftance  of  their  fituation,  and  to  remove  as  foon  ats  poflible  the  calamities 
which  they  futfer,  authority  would  be  given  to  certain  perfons  on  the  fpot,  to  grant  general  or 
particular  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  fuch  manner,  and  to  fuch  perfons,  as  they  ihould  think 
fit ;  and  to  receive  the  fubmiffion  of  any  province  or  colony  which  (hould  be  difpofed  to  return 
to  its  allegiance.    It  was  alfo  obferved,  that  it  might  be  proper  to  authorife  fuch  commiflioners 
to  reftore  any  province  or  coloiiy,  returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercife  of  its  trade 
and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame  protedion  and  fecurity  as  if  it  bad  never  revolted.    It  was 
alfo  added,  that  from  the  general  appearance  of  affairs  in  Europe,  there  was  no  apparent  pro- 
bability that  the  meafures  which  might  be  adopted- would  be  interrupted  by  difputes  with  any 
foreign  power. 

The  fentiments  of  Parliament  cor refponded  with  thofe  of  the  crown  ;  and  as  it  was  now 
become  a  determined  point  with  govermnent  to  iupport  the  legiflative  autboricy  and  com- 
meicial  controul  of  Great  Britain  e¥er  the  colojues,  fuch  meafures  were  propofed  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  adopted  by  it,  as  were  thought  to  be  moift  conducive  to  that  end.  Among  thefe 
was  the  prohibitory  bill  which  was  brought  in  at  the  commencement  of  this  feflion  ;  and, 
after  a  fucceflion  of  debates,  in  which  the  refources  of  argument  and  eloquence  were  ex- 
^     haufted,  it  was  carried  by  great  majorities  in  bodi  Houfes. 

This 
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This  bill  totally  ioterdifbd  all  trade  and  intercoorfe  with  tbt  thirteen  united  colonies^  and 
declared  all  property  of  Americans^  whether  of  (hips  or  goods,  on  the  hjgh  feas  or  in  harbour, 
forfeited  lo  the  captors#  being  the  officers  and  crews  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  ojf  war ;  and  feveral 
daufes  were  inferted  to  facilitate  and  to  le^n  the  expence  of  the  condemnation  of  prises,  as 
well  as  the  recovery  of  prize  money.  This  bill,  befides  its  primary  objeft,  repealed  the  Boiloti 
port -bill,  with  the  fin||p^  ^^i  reflrainiog  a£)s,  as  their  proviiions,  in  fbme  indances,  were 
deemed  infufficient  in  the  then  flate  of  warfare,  and  as  their  operation  in  others  was  liable  to 
inteifere  widi  that  of  the  intended  law.-r-It  alfo  enabled  the  crown  to  appoint  commiiGoners» 
who,  befides  the  power  of  granting  pardons  to  individuals,  were  authorifed  to  enquire  into* 
general  and  particular  grievancest  and  empowered  to  determine  whether  any  part,  or  the  whple 
pf  a  colony,  were  returned  to  that  ftate  of  obedience  which  might  entitle  them  to  be  received 
within  the  King's  proteAion  ;  in  which  cafe,  upon  a  declaration  from  the  commiffioners,  the 
reftriftions  enafted  by  the  prefent  bill  were  to  ceafe  in  their  favour. 

At  a  quarterly  general  court  of  proprietors  of  Eaftlndia ftocfc,  held  at  their  houfe  in 
Leadenhall*ftreet,  it  appeared  diat  the  debt  to  government  was  reduced  from  £,400,000!.  to 
420,oooL  and  that  the  Company  was  otherwife  in  a  flourilhing  fituation^ 

It  would  certainly  be  an  aft  of  negligence  in  us,  if  we  were  entirely  to  pafs  by  a  matter, 
which,  about  this  time,  made  a  |;reat  noife  in  the  city,  occafioned  much  difcontent  amongft 
the  merchants,  and  was,  at  leng|h|  though  without  effeft,  brought  into  both  houfes  of  Par- 
liament. 

A  claufe  in  die  late  prohibitory  ad,  which  enabled  the  admiralty  to  grant  licences  to  veflels 
for  conveying  ftores  and  provifions  to.  the  forces  upon  the  American  fervice^  had  been  made 
ufe  of  to  countenance  a  trade  in  certain  individuals  ;  by  which,  it  was  faid,  that  a  monopoly 
was  formed,  and  the  American  trade  was  transferred  from  the  ancient  merchants,  and  known 
traders,  to  a  few  obfcure  perfons,  of  no  account  or  condition,  and  an  illicit  commerce  eftab-^ 
liflied,  under  the  ianftion  of  that  bill,  which  was  utterly  fubverfive  of  one  of  its  principal  ap* 
parent  objefts. 

It  certainly  appeared  that^  thefe  licences  were  very  loofely  compofed,  and  very  carelefsly 
granted ;  that  tlie  commifGoners  of  the  cuftoms  did  not  chufe  to  interfere  much  in  the  matter ; 
that  though  the  licences  were  recalled,  and  fome  alterations  made  in  them,  this  n^eafure  pro-^ 
duced  little  efFeft  4  and  that  even  when  complaints  grew  loud,  and  fomething  like  a  parliamen- 
tary enquiry  was  announced  or  begun,  though  fome  of  the  goods  were  unfbipped,  yet,  in 
general,  the  fcheme  fucceeded ;  the  fhips  which  had  cleared  out  for  Bofton,  altering  only  the 
deftination  of  their  voyage,  and  taking  a  new  clearance  for  Halifax  and  Canada,  with  liberty 
to  go  to  any  other  port  in  America.  It  appeared  in  evidence  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  by  thefe,  and  other  means,  a  greater  quantity  of  all  manner  of  goods  calculated  for  the 
North  American  market,  had  been  fhipped  within  a  few  weeks,  than  was  done  in  any  of  the 
ufual  feafons  of  exportation. 

The  great  body  of  American  merchants  were  loud  in  their  complaints :  they  reprefented  it 
to  be  a  matter  very  injurious  and  unjuil  to  them,  who  had  already  fuflered  fo  feverely  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  troubles  of  the , times,  and  who,  in  obedience  to  the  late  aft  of  Parliament, 
were  at  that  very  moment  finking  under  the  incumbrance  of  a  vaft  quantity  of  goods,  which 
they  had  purchafed  for  the  American  market,  and  for  which  they  could  find  no  other,— ^to  fee 
the  trade,  that  for  a  number  of  years  they  had  conduAed  with  the  greateft  reputation  atid  in- 
tegrity, fmuggled,  as  it  were^  out  of  their  h«ids,  by  a  fet  of  nominal  merchants  and  unknown 
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1776  adventurers  The  injary  was  alfo  defcribed  as  ftiU  more  grievous,  from  being  committed 
tinder  the  colour  of  law,  and  with  die  licence  of  authority. 

TJie  firft  public  attention  that  was  paid  to  this  bnfinefs  was  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  where 
,tl)e  Earl  of  Effinghaoi,  fome  ihort  time  before  tlie  recefs  at  Eafter,  made  a  motion,  whiqh  was 
agreed  to,  that  lifts  of  thofe  fhips,  and  their  cargoes,,  as  well  as  the  licences  which  were  gran* 
ted  by  the  admiralty,  ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  '^li^l^  ^lic  matter  refted  for  fome 
time : — But,  on  the  2d  of  May,  the  lord  mayor  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  a  com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  whole  traniaftion.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  on  this  occafion,  the 
minifter,  after  defending  the  meafure  on  the  principle  of  iu  being  defigned  for  the  ufe,  benefit, 
and  comfort  of  the  troops  on  the  American  fervice,  acknowledged  that  the  powers  given  in 
the  ad  had  been  mifunderftood^  an4  the  licenfes  abufed,  but  that  thefe  matters  were  already 
rediified,  and  a  ftop  put  to  the  miichief.  A  committee,  however,  was  appointed,  but  was 
dilTolved  after  a  very  long  debate  and  examination  of  witneifes  on  the  occafion,  without  com* 
ing  to  any  refolution  whatever. 

The  Congrefs  of  America  began  now  ftrongly  to  recommend  the  ftudy  and  improvement  of 
agriculture,  arts,  manufaAures,  and  commerce  in  the  United  Colonies. 

Oa  the  23d  of  March,  they  iffucd  letters  of  marque  to  cruize  againft  the  fubjeds  of  Great 
Britain  :  and  at  one  of  their  ailemblies,  foon  after,  they  came  to  a  refolution  to  permit  trade 
with  any  nation  byt  Great  Britaiff  and  Ireland. 

In  confequence  of  the  provincial  afiembly  of  North  Carolina  recommending  a  declaration 
of  independence  and  foreign  alliance^  feveral  Americans  of  confideration  failed  from  New 
York,  with  pxopofals  from  Congi^fs  to  the  principal  courts  of  Europe. 

About  this  period,  the  Emprefs  Queen  publifhed  an  ordinance,  prohibiting  her  fubjefts 
from  all  intercourfe  with  the  Americans. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  and  Major-general  Howe,  were  appointed  his 
Majefty's  commiflioners  for  reftoring  peace  in  America,  with  power  of  pardon,  punifh- 
ment,  ice. — On  the  nth  of  the  fame  month,  the  Virginians  publiflicd  a  declaration  of  rights 
And  independence :  and  very  fhortly  after,  Congrefs  confidering  the  United  Colonies  as. ex- 
cluded by  the  capture  aAs  from  the  proteAion  of  the  crown,  fupprefled  its  authority. 

On  the  23d,  his  Majefty  put  an  end  to  this  feflion  of  Parliament  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  which  concluded  in  the  following  manner : — "  I  will  ftill  hope  that  my  rebellious 
fubjefis  may  be.  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  their  errors,  and  that  by  a  voluntary  return  to  their 
duty^  tliey  will  juftify  me  in  bringing  about  the  favourite  wifli  of  my  heart,  the  reftoration  of 
harmony,  and  the  re-eftabli<hment  of  order  and  happinefs  in  every  part  of  my  dominions. — 
But  if  a  due  fubmiflion  (hould  not  be  obtained  from  fuch  motives  and  fuch  difpofitions  on 
their  part,  I  truft  that  I  Ihall  be  able,  under  the  bleffing  of  Providence,  to  effeftuate  it  by  a 
fuU^xcrtion  of  the  great  fojce  with  which  you  have  entrufted  me."— Notwithftanding  which, 
on  the  4th  of  July,  Congrefs  declared  the  United  States  of  America  independent.  This  de- 
claration (abjuring  all  allegUnce  to  the  Britilh  crown,  and  renouncing  all  political  connec- 
tions with  this  country)  was  read  in  every  town  in  the  colonies,  and  at  the  head  of  the  con- 
tinental .army  at  New  York. 

While  tlie  principal  powers  of  Europe  flood  coldly  aloof,  and  feemed  rather  inclined  to 
thwart,  than  forward  the  views  of  Great  Britain  with  refped  to  her  American  colonies,  we 
have  one  exa^nple  of  an  ally  who  was  faithful  to  treaties,  and  hoftile  to  rebellion,  wherever  it 
might  arife.    Influenced  by  that  good  faith  which  fhould  ever  govern  nations,  as  well  as  the 
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the  following  cdifk  OR  the  4th  of  July,  in  this  ycajr,  prohibiting  his  fubjefts  from  any  inter* 
conrfe  with  the  Americans  :«— 

.    **  Whereas  we  have  lately  been  informed,  that  the  Britilh  colonies  of  North  America  have, 
by  an  aft  of  Congrcfs  held  oa  the  15th  of  May  laft,  not  only  declared  themfelves  entirely  free 
4         from  ^U  fubjeftion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  were,  moreover,  adlually  empl6yed  in 
forming  and  ena^ing  laws  by  .their  own  private  authority,  in  oppofition  to  the  lawful  rights,  * 
of  our  brother,  friend,  and  ally*  the  King,  of  Great  Britain  :    and  whereas  fo  pernicious  an 
example  ought  to  engage  every  Prince,  even  thofe  it  interefts  the  leaft,  not  to-abet,  favour,  or 
aflift,  by  any  means,  dircfitly  or  indireSIy,  fuch  fubjefts  united  in  fuch  dire£t  and  open  rcbeU 
lion  againft  their  natural  fovereign  ;  it  is  cmr  pleafure,  and  we  do  hereby  ordain,  that  no  fliip, 
with  or  without  lading,  coming  from  any  of  the  portj  of  the  aforefaid  Britifh  America,  (hall 
-be  allowed  any  intcrcourfe  with,  or  entrance  into  any.  of  the  port$  of  thefe  our  kingdoms,  or 
of  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  fhall  be  forced  away 
immediately  on  their  arrival,  without  fuccour  of  any  kind  whatever  :  and  that,  as  to  the  mafn 
ters  of  veflcis  who  have  hitherto  been  fuffered  to  enter,  (there  not  appearing  reafon  for  their 
"  being  excluded)  it  (hall  be  notified  to  them,  that  within  the  precifc  term  of  eight  days,  to  be  ' 

counted  fucceffivdy,  they  ihall  quit  the  faid  ports  with  their  veffels,  which  fhall  firft  be  fearched, 
in  order  to  difcovcr  if  they  have  any  gun-powder  on  board,  or  any  other  of  thofe  warlike 
ftores,  the  export  of  which  was  prohibited  to  them  by  our  royal  decree  of  the  ziH  of  Qilober 
laft,  dirc£led  to  the  of&cors  of  our  arfenal  and  exportation  duties:  and  that  if  any  fuch  ftores 
or  ammunition  fhall  be  found  put  on  bo^rd  by  ftealth,  the  faid  vellels,  as  a  capture  from  de- 
clared rebels,  fhall  be.confifcated  foe  the  ufe  of  carrying  on  the  public  buildings ;  and  fo  be  it 
underftood  by  the  council  of  our  finances,  which  fhall  order  printed  copies  of  this  our  decree 
to  be  taken  off,  and  fixed  up  in  all  the  public  places  of  the  city  of  Lifbon,  and  all  the  parts  of 
this  kingdom  and  that  of  Algarve,  that  it  may  come  totlie  I^nowledge  of  all,  and  that  no  one 
may  plead  igaocance  thereof. 

^'  Palace  of  Jcjuda^  ^h  of  July,  \Tjf>:' 
On  the  7th  of  0£m||r  following,  his  Moft  Catholic  Majefty  likewife  declared  his  neu- 
trality with  refped  to  Great  Britain  and  America;  as  appears  by  a  letter  written  by  the  Mar- 
quis de  Grimaldi  to  the  governor  of  Bilboa,  relative  to  an  American  privateer,  which  had 
taken  five  Englifh  ihips,  and  had  been  detained  thereupon  at  the  faid  por^  at  the  rcq^eft  of 
the  Engliih  vice-conful,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  in  coofequence  thereof. — Of 
this  letter,  dated  St.  Ildefonfo,  the  7th  of  OAober,  we  fball  give  the  fubftance,  as  follows  : — 
**  That  having  received  advice  from  the  governor  of  Bilboa  refpcfting  the  detentioa  of  an 
American  fhip,  named  the  Hawke,  Captain  John  Lee,  and  the  feveral  atteftatioos  of  the  per- 
fons  concerned,  which  bad  been  laid  before  his  Majefty,  hfi  had  been  pleafed  to  declare,  that 
in.  coaiequence  of  tlie  amky  fobfi£ting  between  his  CathoUe  Majeftjy  and  tlie  King  of  Great 
Britain,  he  fhould  maintain  a  perfeft  neutrality  during  the  prefent  war ;  thathefhouJd  not 
give  any  aid  to  the  Colonifts  ;  but  fhould  not  deny  their  being  admitted  into  any  ports  of  his 
dominions,  while  they  conformed  to  the  laws  of  the  country/' 

In  confequence  of  the  above  letter,  the  governor  fet  at  liberty  the  American  veflej,  delivered 
back  ber  papers,  and  fupplied  her  with  fuch  provifions,  water,  &c«  (care  bekig  taken  that  no 
prohibited  goods  fhould  be  puit  on  board)  as  fhould  enable  her  to  pvocecd  oa  her  voyage. 
Vol.  IV.  B  b  The 
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The  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  United  States  of  Americav 
were  figncd  on  the  4th  of  Oftober,  in  this  year,  by  all  the  ^legates  in  Congrefs.  After  a 
forcible  ftatement  of  the  reafons  for  making  this  change  in  the  governmeiu  and  conftitution 
of  North  Americai  the  declaration  concludes  as  follows : — 

♦«  We,  therefore,  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  general  Congrefs 
afliembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  reflitude  of  our  intentions^ 
do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  folemnly  publifh 
and  declare,  that  thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be.  Free  and  Indepen- 
dent States  ; — that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Britifli  crown  ;  and  that 
all  political  connexion  between  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally 
diflTolved  ;  and  that,  as  free  and  independent  ftates,  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude 
peace,  contrail  alliances,  eftablifh  commerce,  and  do  all  other  ads  and  things  which  inde* 
pendent  flates  have  a  right  to  do. — And,  for  the  fupport  of  thb  declaration,  with  a  firm  reli* 
ance  on  the  prote£tion  of  Divine  Pxovid'ence,^  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other  our  lives,  our 
fortunes,  and  our  facred  honour* — Signed  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs, 

**  John. Hancock,  Prefidenu 

•*  Charles  Thomson, \S^f»v//jry.* 

On  the  31ft  of  OSobcr,  the  Icflion  of  Parliament  was  opened. — In  the  fpecch  delivered 
from  the  throne,  it  was  reprefented,  among  other  particulars,  that  the  people  of  America  had 
not  only  renounced  their  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and. their  political  conne&ion  with  this 
country,  but  rejeded,  with  circumfUnces  of  indignity  and  infult,  the  means  of  conciliation 
held  out  to  them  by  the  commiflion  fent  out  for  that  purpofe. — That  if  their  re'fiftance  conti- 
nued unfupprefled,  nlucb  mifchief  would  enfue  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain^  and  to  the 
political  fyftem  of  Europe,  &c.  &e. 

By  a  proclamation  iflued  the  12th  of  April,  ia  this  year,  for  the  regulation  of'the  gold  coin 
of  this  kingdom,  and  which  took  place  on  the  ift  of  May,  the  following,  was  the  ftandard  fet* 
tied,  and  allowed  to  be  current  in  any  payment  whatever  in:  Great  Britain,  viz. 

Guineas  coined  prior  to  the  ift  of  January,  1772^  wdghing  5  dwts.  8  grs. — half-guineas,. 
2  dwts.  16  grs. — and  quarter-guineas,  i  dwt.  S^grs. — Guineas,  libwever,  coined  prior  to  the 
faid  period,  weighing  5  dwts.  6  grs. — half-guineas,  2  dwts.  14  grs* — and  quarter-guineas^ 
2  dwt.  7grs. ;  were,  till  the  igthof  Auguft,  1776,  inclufively,  received  in  payments  at  the 
Exchequer,  the  Bank  of  England,  and  at  all  the  revenue  offices  throughout  the  kingdom.-^ 
Certain  perfons  were  likewife  appointed  by  the  lords  commiifioners  of  the  Treafury  and  the 
Bank  of  England,  to  receive  and  exchange  all  gold  of  the  laft-mentipned  ftandard,  in  every 
city  and  principal  town  in  the  different  counties,  &c.  of  Great  Britain. 

-On- the  nth  of  November,  in  this  year,  Mr.  David  Hartley,  then  member  of  Parliament 
for  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  made  the  fixth  and  laft  experiment  to  evince  the  efficacy  of  a  new, 
cheap,  and  eafy  method,  inrented  by  him,  for  preferving  houfes,,  fliips,  &c.  built  with  the 
moft  combuftible  materials,  from  fire. 

Mr.  Hartley  had  built  an  houfe  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe,  which  confifted  of  three  fiories, 
and  with  two  large  rooms  on  a  floor,  where  he  had  made  his  former  experiments.  The  man- 
ner in  which  he  conducted  them  on  the  prefent  occafion  was  as  follows  :— 

He  firfl  ordered  a  fire  to  be  made  on  the  deal  flooring  kJI  one  of  the  ground-rooms :  then  a 
large  faggot  of  fhavings,  fufpended  by  iron  from  the  upper  part  of  the  fame  room,  was  fet'  oTi 
fire.    After  this,  the  ftair-cafc  was  fet  on  fire,  both  above  and  below^  without  the  fire  extend- 
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1776  Ing«  in  either  cafis  beyond  the  fpot  on  which  it  was  lighted,  Laftly,  the  other  room  en  the 
:g)round>floor,  filled  almoft  to  the  top  with  faggots,  pitch,  and  other  combuftibles,  was  fet 
fire  to  ;  but  though  they  all  burned  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  vomit  forth  a  perpetual  torrent  of 
llame  and  fmoke,  and  thereby  rendered  all  approach  within  thirty  yards  of  the  windows,  on 
the  outfide,  abfolutely  imprafticable,  the  room  adjoining  to,  and  that  immediatelyover  this 
temporary  Vefuvius,  continued  as  cool  and  as  acceflible  as  if  no  fire  had  happened  in  thehoufe. 

Nor  were  its  walls,  floors,  and  cielings  alone  prefervedr  for  even  fixtures  and  houfehold 
ftirniture  were  thereby  rendered  proof  againfl:  the  rage  of  this  othcrwifc  all-devouring  element, 
though  found,  at  the  fame  time,  fufficicnt  to  prepare  iron  for  the  anvil ;  particularly,  a  bed 
being  purpofely  fet  on  fire,  little  more  of  it  was  confumed  than  tlic  part  to  which  the  fire  had 
been  immediately  applied. 

But  fingular  as  the  efFefts  of  this  contrivance  for  fecuring  houfes,  ftiips,  and  other  build- 
ings from  fire,  muft  appear,  the  means,  perhaps,  from  their  perfeA  fimplicity,  may  be  thought 
equally  extraordinary.  They  confift  of  nothing  more  than  the  thinneft  plates  of  iron  nailed 
to  the  joifls,  &c. ;  and  to  the  facility  of  execution,  may  be  added  the  cheapncfs  of  it,  as  the 
additional  expcnce  of  building  fcarce  exceeds  three  per  cent. 

The  Newfoundland  fifhery,  in  the  prefent  year,  did  not  in  any  degree  anfwer  the  expe£la- 
tions,  which  were  held  out  in  the  preceding  feflion,  of  the  eafe  with  which  the  great  American 
fliare  of  it  would  be  immediately  transferable  to  tlie  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  fignal* 
advantages  which  they  would  derive  from  tfience.     For  though  there  was  fome  increafe  of  - 
Ihips  and  men,  both  from  England  and  Ireland,  employed  in  the  fifhery,  they  were  not  in 
any  manner  equal  to  fupplying  the  deficiency  which  the  late  law  had  occafioned,  even  fuppo- 
iing  that  no  new  obftacles  were  thrown  in  their  way,  and  that  all  other  matters  had  continued 
in  their  ufual  flate.     But  the  retaliation  which  was  praftifed  by  the  Americans,  of  cutting  off 
our  fifhcries  from  all  provifions  and  fuppHes  from  the  colonies,  (a  meafure,  which,  however  ' 
obvious,  does  not  feem  to  have  been  apprehended  till  it  was  felt)  threw  the  whole  bufinefs 
upon  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  into  the  greateft  diforder  and  confufion,  and  brought  dif- 
trefs  upon  all  who  were  employed  by  fea  or  land.     To  prevent  the  confequences  of  famine,  a 
number  of  fhips,  inflead  of  being  lad^n  with  fifb,  were  necelTarily  fcnt  otF  light,  to  procure 
flour  and  other  provifions  wherever  they  were  to  be  had  :    fo  that  the  firfl  operation  of  the 
fifliery  bill  was  attended  with  very  great  lofs  and  difadvantage  to  this  country. 

We  cannot  but  confider  the  vafl  fupplies  which  were  fent  to  the  army  at  Boflon  as  a  com- 
mercial circumftance,  and  (hall  therefore  jufl  mention  the  articles  of  which  they  confided. 

As  the  want  x)f  frcfli  provifions  of  every  fort  was  one  of  the  principal  grievances  which 
tlie  Britifh  troops  at  Boflon  had  fuflained,  and  had  caufed  a  very  general  ficknefs  among  them^ 
the  remedy  of  that  evil  was  art  objeft  that  called  for  a  very  attentive  confideration.  On  this 
account  great  quantities  of  cattle,  &cc.  were  contra£ted  for,  and  fhipped  for  America.  No  lefs 
than  5,000  oxen,  14,000  of  the  largeft  fheep,  and  a  vafl  number  of  hogs  were  fent  out  alive. 
Vegetable^  of  all  kinds  were  alfo  bought  up  in  quantities  that  are  fcarcely  credible,  and  new 
inethods  were  contrived  to  preferve  them ;  and  10,000  butts  of  beer  were  added  to  the  enor- 
mous catalogue»of  neceflaries  on  the  occafion.  But  this  is  not  all ; — 5^000  chaldrons  of  coals 
were  purchafed  in  the  river,  and  fhipped  off  for  Boflon  4  and  even  the  article  of  faggots  was  ^ 
fent  from  London.  The  feemingly  trifling  neceffaries  of  vegetables,  cafks,  and  vinegar 
alone,  amounted  to  22,oool. ;  and  though  we  had  but  a  fingle  regiment  of  light  cavalry  at 
Boflon^  the  articles  of  hay,' oats,  and  beans,  amounted  to  almofl  as  much.     Bcfides  the  ex* 
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1776  peace  of  theie  articles  m^e  have  mendoned,  and  the  charge  of  fiour«  corn,  and  &Ited  prx)vi* 
£on8y  near  half  a  milUon  of  Spaaifli  and  Portugaeie  coin  vl^as  tranteitted  for  thecextraondinary 
and  contingent  artiples  in  Tariariis  branches  of  military  operations.  Nor  muft  it  be  omkted  in 
tlie  hiflory  of  this  extraordinary,  novel,  and,  as  it  turned  out,  (fro«  caufes  which  we  fhall 
not  enumerate)  almoft  ufelefs  exportation,  tliat  from  the  fuultitade  of  tranf ports  employed  in 
the  different-parts  of  the  fcrvice,  the  price  of  tonnage  was  raifod  above  one-fourth  6f  its  ufual 
rate, 

A  commercial  coinpany  was  about  this  time  formed  at  Paris, 'under  tlie  name  of  the  Caiffe 
d^EfcomptCy  or  Difcount  Office  ;  an  eftabliftvmcnt  with  a  fond  of  15,000,000  of  livrts.  They 
contra£ted  to  dtfcount  bills  and  notes,  both  in  peace  and  war,  without  ever  exceeding  the  rate 
of  4  per  cent.;  and  bound  themfelves  to  this  fingle  branch  of  bufinefs,  tlie  gold  and  filver 
trade,  and  the  receipt  of  voluntary  depoiits  of  cafh,  without  meddling  in  any  other  matters 
whatever.  The  French  boafted,  at  the  time,  that  this  eftablilhment  was  an  improvement  on 
the  plan  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  iffued  out  notes  in  imitation  of  it. 

The  charter  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  having  expired  in  the  year  1773,  the  Com- 
pany, after  dating  that  its  trade  had  declined,  folicited  the  States  General  to  grant  a  dim^nu* 
tion  of  the  fum  formerly  paid  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Upon  this  reprefcntation,  their 
High  Mightinefles,  in  order  to  have  time  to  enquire  into  the  matter,  prolonged  the  charter 
for  three  years,  upon  the  old  eftablifhment ;  and  finding,  upon  examination,  that  the  Com- 
pany had  really  fuftainod  great  lodes,  and  its  trade  confiderably  declined,  they  a£ted  with  the 
fpirit  of  a"  wife  commercial  commonwealth,  by  complying  with  the  Company's  rcqueft.  They 
therefore  granted  them  a  new  charter  for  thirty  years,  on  the  fame  terms  ^s  the  former^  on 
the  immediate  payment  of  2,000,000  of  florins,  inftead  of  3,000,000,  which  they  paid  before, 
and  the  fum  of  360,000  florins  yearly ;  which  annual  payment  they  were  allowed  to  make 
eitherin  money  or  merchandize.  In  confequencc  of  this  indulgence,  the  flock  of  the  Com- 
pany rofe,  in  a  fhort  time,  no  tefs  than  19  per  cent. 

We  Ihall  make  no  apology  for  mentioning  that  in  this  year,  'and  in  the  84th  of  a  very  ufe- 
ful  life,  died  Mr.  John  Harrifon,  the  inventor  and  conflruftorof-  the  celebrated  time4ceepers 
for  afcertaining  the  longitude  at  fea.  This  very  ingenious  and  inde&tigable  man  had  received^ 
as  a  reward  for  his  diflinguifhed  and  important  labours,  feveral  thoufand  pounds  of  the  money 
offered  by  Parliament  for  facilitating  the  means  of  difcovering  the  longitude. 

Dr.  Price  gives  the  following  account  of  the  progrefs  of  the  national  debt,  from  1739  to 
the  year  1775. 


Amount  of  the  principal  and  intereft  of  the  national  debt  be* 
fore  the  war,  \vhicb  began  in  1740,  — 

Amount  in  1749,  immediately  after  the  war,  — 

Increafed  by  the  war,        —  — 

Diminifhed  by  the  peace  from  1748  to  1755,  .  — 

Amount  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  i755» 
Amount  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  1 763,  — 

Increafed  by  that  war,  —  — 

Diminifhed  by  the  peace  in  12  years,  from  1763  to  I77S» 
Amount  at  Midfufnmer  1775  .  — 
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1776      The  annual  revenues  of  the  Ruffian  empire  were,  at  this  time,  authentically  ftatcd  at 
179130,618  roubles;  and  the  expences,  including  penlions,  prefents,  &c*  at  i4y2o8y557«-^ 
w  The  value  of  the  rouble  is  about  ios«  ilerUng. 

By  an  account  of  the  hop  duty  for  this  yeari  its  amount  appears  to  be  12596911.  139.  7td. 

The  number  of  fliips  cleared  at  the  port  of  Newcaftle,  from  December  31,  1775,  to  Decern* 
bcr  31,  1776,  was  4,773  J  of  which  4,343  were  coaftcrs,  and  430  for  foreign  trade. 

The  following  bills  relating  to  trade  and  commerce  received  the  royal  ailent  this  year. 

To  dlfcontinuetbedutles  payable  on  the  importation  ^  tallow,  hog*s  lard  and  greafe,  for  a 
limited  time. 

To  continue  an  a^  for  laying  a  duty  of  two  pennies  Soots  on  all  beer  and  ale  brewed  for 
&lein  Dundee. 

For  making  a  navigable  cut  or  canal  from  or  near  Stourbridge,  in  Worcefterftire,  to  join 
Ae  StafFoidHiire  and  Worcefterfhire  canals,  at  or  near  Stourton,  in  StafFordihire. 

To  build  an  iron  bridge  acrofs  the  river  Severn,  from  Bentlulliny  Salop,  to  the  oppofite 
ihore  at  Madeley  Wood. 

For  tlie  better  fupplying  of  marines  and  feamen  to  fcrve  in  his  Majefty^s  (ihips  of  war,  and 
on  boar4i9inerchant  ihips. 

[By  this  aft,  it  was  enaifted,  that  all  trading  fbips  ihould  be  allowed  to  be  navigated  with 
three-fourths  of  their  crew  foreigners,  till  the  25th  of  March,  1777]. 

For  the  better  regulation  of  the  pilots  condufting  ftiips  and  veflels  into  and  out  of  the  port 
of  Bofton,  in  Lincolnihire,  and  for  preventing  mifchiefs  by  fire  in  the  faid  haven  and 
haorbour. 

To  remove  the  danger  of  fire  amongft  the  Ihips  in  the  port  of  Briftol. 

For  granting  a  bounty  on  flax  feed,  the  growth  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  imported  into 
Ireland. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  feveral  duties  upon  coaches  and  other  carriages,  alfo  upon  in* 
dentures,  leafes,  bonds,  and  other  deeds ;  likewife  upon  cards,  dice,  and  newfpapers  j  and 
for  railing  two  oaillions  by  annuities  and  a  lottery. 

[By  the  coach  aft,  an  additional  duty  of  20s.  per  ann.  isjaid  on  all  coaches,  berlins,  &c.  ex-^. 
cept  hackney  coaches ;  and  a  duty  of  5I.  per  ann.  on  ftages.  The  claufe  of  the  aft  of  the  20th 
of  George  I.  exempting  perfons  from  paying  for  more  tlian  five  carriages,  is  hereby  pepcaled : 
and  by  the  new  a£t  with  tefpeft  to  ftamps,  an  additional  duty  of  is.  is  laid  on  all  indentures^ 
bonds,  &c.  heretofore  liable  to  a  (hilling  ftamp ;  an  additional  duty  of '6d.  on  every  pack  qF 
playing  cards,  and  2s.  6d,t>n  every  pair  of  dice  made  for  fale ;  an  additional  duty  of  one-half- 
penny on  every  (heet  or  half  (heet  of.newfpapcr.  Commiffioners  to  provide  a  new  flamp> 
to  denote  all  the  feveral  duties  ;  and  after  July  the  fifth  of  this  year,  aU  vellum,  &c.  liable  to 
the  new  duty,  to  be  carried  to  the  fhimp  office,  &c.  before  it  is  printed  or  wrote  on.  Perfona 
counterfeiting  ftamps,  to  fufFer  death  as  felons.  Selling  cards  to  be  played  with,  aJter  the 
cover  has  been  broken  open,  ^l.-  penalty]. 

For  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors  and  bankrupts,  in  certain  cafes. 

[By  returns  made  from  the  different  gaols  throughout  the  kingdom,  it  appears,  that  there 
were  at  this  time,  upwards  of  8,000  debtors  waiting  to  take,  the  benefit  of  this  Aft]. 

For  erofting  light-houfes  and  land  marks  in  the  port  of  Chefter,  for  the  better  fecurity  of 
Ibipping. 

•  For 
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For  the  further  encouragement  of  the  nvhale  filhery,  carried  on  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

For  allowing  the  exportation  of  a  certain  quantity  of  wheat  and  otiier  articles  to  the  fugar 
colonies  in  America,  and  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena  and  other  fettlements  belonging  to  the 
Eaft  India  Company. 

For  allowing  corn»  grain  and  flour,  imported  into  the  port  of  Prefton,  to  be  landed  With- 
out payment  of  the  duties.  , 

For  draining,  improving,  and  preferving  certain  fen  and  wade  lands  near  Sandwich, 
Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  year  1776. 

For  SK>,752  land  forces,  including  3,213  invalids,  &x:.  -^ 

For  maintaining  garrifons,  &c.  in  the  Plantations  and  Africa, 

Brilifh  and  Irifti  pay  for  troops  in  America,  — 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaiF  officers,  &c,  — 

Levy  money  for  augmentation  of  the  Britilh  and  Irifh  forces  for  1776, 

For  five  Hanoverian  battalion.s  of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  from 
September  I,  to  December  24,  i775»  ~^  — 

Ditto  for  1776,  '    —  —  —  — 

Charge  of  a  regiment  of  Highlanders,  confiding  of  two  battalion^, 

Charge  of  augmentation  to  his  Majcfly's  forces  to  December  24,  1775, 

Ditto  extra  faving  grants  laft  feffions,  —  — 

For  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea,  &c.  —  — 

On  account  of  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces,  &c.  — 

For  allowances  to  certain  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the  two  reduced 
troops  of  horfe  guards,  &c.  —  —         .  — 

For  the  penfions  payable  to  widows  of  certain  reduced  officers, 
*    On  account  of  12,394  Hcffians,  for  1776'  —  — 

For  4,300  Brunfwkkers  for  ditto,  *—  — 

For  one  regiment  of  Hanau,  from  March  6,  to  December  24,  being 
294  days,  —  —  —       '  — 

For  fix  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland,  and  other  augmentations,  to 
December  24,  1776,  —  —  —  — 

Forthe  cxtraordinaries  of  the  army,  &c.       .         —  — 

For  2S,ocx}feamen,  including  6,665  marines,  ^^*  *^ 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  —  — 

Towards  building  and  repairs  of  ihips,  &c.  — 

For  Greenwich  Hofpital,  — ^  —  — 

Towards  the  difcharge  of  the  navy  debt,  —  — 

For  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice  — 

For  ditto,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament  in  1775,  — 

On  account  of  majj^ing  roads  and  building  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of 
North  Britain,  —  —  —  — 

For  the  maintenance  of  Weftminfter  bridge,  —  — 

For  repairing,  &c.  the  Britilh  forts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 

On  account  of.general  furvcys  in  North  America,  — 
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Brought  over. 
To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum  which  has  been  ifliied,  bj 

bis  Majefty's  orders,  in  purfuance  of  addrefles  of  Parliament^  — 

On  account  of  the  civil  eftablilhracnt  of  Nova  Scotia,  — 

•   Ditto  of  Georgia,  _      •  -^  .^ 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  —  — • 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  «  .— 

Ditto  of  Senegambia,  —  "^  "^ 

Expellee  of  and  Ipfs  by  coinage,  —  — 

For  paying  off  certain  Exchequer  biJis,  .  —  — 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  year  1775, 

Total  of  fupplies^ 


Ways  and  Means  for  railing  the  foregoing  fupplics. 
Land  tax,  at  4s.  —  —  —  — • 

Duty  on  malt,  &c.  —  —  — 

Surplus  iii  the  finking  fund  on  the  5th  of  January ,^  — • 

Ditto,  on  the  5th  of  April,  —  —  ~ 

Growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund^  —  — 

Gum  feneca,  —  —     —  — . 

French  prize  money,  ^-^  —  —»  — 

By  certain  favings  in  the  Pay-office^      ,  —  '  — 

By  the  fale  of  ceded  iflands,    *  — '       —  ^ 

Exchequer  bills,  —  —  -*  ^ 

Surplus  of  American  revenues  _  — .  -- 

By  certain  furplufles  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  — - 

By  annuities  and  lottek-y  at  3  per  cent.  —  — 

Totsd  Ways  and  Meant,  — 

Total  Supplies,  —  — 

Excefs  of  Provifiona^  .  — 


t^  The  ftate  of  the  national  debt  remains  the  fame  as  in  our  lafl  account  of  it. 
A  general  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  ia  London^ 
/or  this  ye^. 

Christened.  BuRiBli. 

Males,  8,8591  Males,  9)499 

Females,  8,421  Females,  9^549 
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1777  On  the  loth  of  Februtry,  a  bill  for  enabling  the  Admiralty  to  grant  letters  of  raarqoe- 
and  repritkl,  to  the  owQers  or  captains  of  private  merchant  (hips,  authorizing  them  to  take  and 
make  prize  of  all  vefleli  with  their  effects ,  belonging  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen 
fpecified  revolted  American  Colooiet,  was  palled  vrithout  debate  or  oppofition  in  the  Houfeof 
Commons.  In  the  Houfeof  Lords,  it  only  underwent  the  trJliing  alteration  of  infertingthe 
words,  Letters  if  PtrmiJJkn  va^t  ^\i<x  oi  Letttrs  of  Marque,  the  latter  being  thought  appli- 
cable only  to  reprifals  on  a  foreign  enemy. 

Thi«  was  a  very  neceflary  meafure,  as  every  clafs  of  mercantile  men  throughout  the  king- 
dom, began  to  make  heavy  compbinti  of  the  lofles  they  now  fnftained  from  the  war  with 
Amefica. 

The  American  privatews  now  extended  their  cruizes  to  every  part  of  Europe  as  well  as  the  - 
Weft  Indies,  and  they  wve  in  general  received  with  an  open  or  clandeftine  countenance,  in 
all  the  portswbich  they  entered  withtheir  prizes. 

At  length  they  grew  more  bold,  and,  at  this  time,  infcflcd  the  coalls  of  Great  Britain  and^ 
Ireland  wkh  a  degree  of  audacity  that  at  once  furprifed  and  alarmed  the  trading  part  of  the  . 
kingdom.  Their  language,  appearance,  &c.  being  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  Britifh  fubjc£ts, 
they  were  enabled  to  difguife  their  deligns  till  they  were  fure  of  executing  thcffl  with  fucccfs. 
In  fhort,  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was  interrupted  by  them  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  it  became  abfolutely  aecellary  to  cftablilh  convoys  in  the  narrow  channel  which  feparates 
tbe  two  iflands.  Nay^  lb  much  alarm  had  the  American  privateers  occalioned,  that,  to  the 
difgrace  of  our  naval  power  and  the  injury  of  oar  commercial  intcreft,  no  fmall  number  of 
foreign  velfcls,  fome  of  which  were  even  French,  were  at  this  time  freighted  by  Britilh  mer- 
chants, (or  the  purpole  of  obtaining  ftcurity  to  their  commerce. 

The  Britilh  navy  and  privateers  at  length)  however,  exerted  themfclves  with  fuch  aflivity, 
that  the  American  cruizers  were  driven  from  our  coaftF,  and  the  lolles  of  the  coloniei  became, 
by  degrees,  much  gwatcr,  and  wer«  more  feverely  felt  than  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  But  an- 
other power  now  began  to  unfold  its  future  deligns  againft  us, 

Fraoce,  at  this  time,  manifefted  an  evident  difpolition  to  &vour  the  revolt  of  America. 
The  part  flie  now  a£ted  was  lefs  circumfpeft  than  it  had  hitherto  been ;  but  as  her  naval  pre- 
parations were  not  in  fueh  a  degree  of  forwardne&  as  to  jullify  her  taking  a  decifive  part,  (he 
fiill  conttflHod  to  dillemble ;  and  as  her  ncgociations  with  the  Americans  were  not  advanced  to 
an  abfolute  determination,  Ihe  occafionalty  relaxed  in  certain  points,  when  (he  found  herfelf 
lb  dolely  prefled  by  the  Biit4(h  miniftera,  that  an  obltinate  perfeverance  would  precipitate 
KWHcrs  to  tint  conclulion,  whicb  (he  wilhed  to  defer  to  a  more  favourable  moment. 

Thus,  when  a  bold  American  adventurer,  of  the  name  of  Cunningham,  had,  in  a  privateer 
fi(Ud«utat  Dunkirk,  taken  and  carried  into  that  port,  the  Enghfh  packet  from  Holland,  and 
feiit  the  mail  tq  the  American  mimlters  at  Paris,  it  appeared  lo  be  abfolutely  neceflary,  in 
fome  degree,  to  difcountenance  foch  a  flagrant  violation  of  good  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  of 
thefubfiAing  treaties  between  the  two  nations,  and  even  of  the  particular  marine  laws  and  re- 
gulations eltablilhedin  France,  in  regard  to  her  conduct  towards  the  fubjefls  of  other  coun- 
tries. Cunningham  and  his  crCw  were  accordingly  committed  for  fooM  Ihort  time,  to  prifon. 
Yet  this  a[^catance  of  fatisfiAion  was  done  away  by  the  civcumftaoccs  which  attended  it :  for 
the  imprifomneiK  of  this  man  was  reprefentcd  to  the  Americans,  as  proceeding  merely  from 
fome  informality  in  his  commidion,  and  irregularity  in  his  proceedmgs*  which  had  brought 
bin)  to,  if  not  within  the  verge  of  piracy,  and  were  too  ghwing  to  be  entirely  paflcd  by  with- 
out 
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1777  out  notice.  However^  be  and  bis  cre.w  were  not  only  fpeedlly  rekafed  froni  their  mock  con* 
fincmenty  but  he  was  permitted  to  purchafe,  fit  out  and  arm»  a  much  flronger  vefiel  and  bet«- 
ter  failor  than  the  former,  avowedly  to  continue  bis  capture  of  Britifh  (hips. 

It  was  in  the  fame  line  of  policy,  that  when  the  French  Newfoundland  fifhery  would  have 
been  totally  intercepted  and  deflroyed  in  cafe  of  an  immediate  rupture  with  this  country,,  and 
that  the  capture  of  their  feamen  would  have  been  more  ruinous  and  irreparable  tlian  the  lofs 
€ven  of  the  (hips  ajul  cargoes.  Lord  Stormont,  the  Britifh  ambaifador  at  the  French  court, 
obtaix\ed  in  that  critical  fituation,an  order  from  the  minifters,  that  all  the  American  privateers, 
with  their  prizes,  ihould  immediately  depart  the  kingdom.  Yet,  fatisfa£lory  as  this  compli- 
ance, and  concluiive  as  this  order  appeared,  it  was  combated  with  fuch  ingenuity,  and  fuch 
artful  expedients  were  pradifed  to  dffeat  its  efFeds,  that  it  was  not  followed  by  a  fingle  com- 
pliance in  any  one  port  of  France,  It,  however,  anfwered  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  iti- 
,  tendedff  of  gaining  time,  imd  opening  a  fubjefl  of  tedious  and  indeciiive  controverfy,  until  the 

French  Newfoundland  fleet  had  arrived  in  its  refpedivc  ports. 

Indeed,  the  French  -minifier  of  the  marine  and  great  advocate  of  the  American  caufe,  ap« 
pears  to  have  been  determined,  that,  whatever  diarges  of  duplicity  might  be  brought  againil 
bis  country,  they  ihould  not  reft  perfonally  with  himfelf.  For,  upon  tlie  propagation  of  cer« 
uin  reports  which  tended  to  difcourage  the  commerce  with  the  Americans,  a$  if  the  court 
would  not  proteA  its  fubjefls  in  conveying  the  produfis  of  America  in  tlieir  veflels,  which 
would  accordingly  become  legal  prizes  to  the  Englilh  if  taken,  aifured  the  feveral  chambers  of 
commerce  by  a  public  inftrument,  and  in  direft  contravention  of  all  our  navigation  laws,  that 
the  King  was  determined  to  afford  the  fuUeft  prote£tion  to  their  commerce,  and  would  reclaim 
all  fhips  which  might  be  taken  under  that  pretext. 

Upon  the  whole,  however  friendly  the  language  and  temporizing  profciHons  of  France 
might  have  been  at  this  time,  her  conduft  was  too  unequivocal  to  impofe  on  any.  It  indeed 
required  no  great  fagacity  to  difcover,  that  the  had  an  objeft  in  view  whicli  was  at  once  calcu* 
kted,  in  a  very  eminent  degree,  to  flatter  her  ambition  and  forward  her  interefts.  fiut  Ihe 
yet  waited  the  event  of  the  American  campaign,  and  the  completion  of  naval  equipments, 
which  were  proceeding  with  tlie  greateft  diligence  and  in  the  moft  public  manner  at  Breil  and 
Toulon*  before  Ihe  would  rifque  the  taking  an  avowed  and  deciiive  part. 

The  fupine  conduct  of  the  Britifh  minifters  at  this  period,  can  be  reconciled  to  np  principle 
of  duty  to  their  country,  and  can  find  no  better  excufe  than  the  certain  hope  they  fondly  en* 
tertained,  tliat  the  American  campaign  would  be  attended  with  fuch  a  complete  and  decifive 
fuccefs,  as  would  effectually  check  all  the  defjgns  of  France,  to  take  a  part  \a  the  difpute  be-^ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  America. 

A  tranfadion  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature  in  the  Eaft  ladies^  and  which  ended  in  a  revo^ 
lution,  and  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  eftablifhed  govermneat  in  our  principal  fettlement  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromaadel,  together  with  feveral  fubfequent  proceedings  relative  to  itr  at  the 
meetings  of  the  dire£lors  and  proprietors  of  the  Eaft  India  Cpmpany,  occafloued  their  affairs 
to  become  again  the  fubjeCl  of  parliamentary  attention. 

The  Nabob  of  Arcot  had,  froip  the  protefiion  ao^  alliance  of  the  E^ft  India  Coippany, 
grown  to  very  groat  power^  and,  as  it  was  rather  reafonably  fufpaCled,  to  ^n  uncontrouled  in- 
fluence, not  only  over  the  natives,  but  even  over  the  Britifh  fettlements,  in  Uie  principal  of 
which  be  had  fixed  his  rf  fidence. 

Yot.  IV.  C  c  Whatever 
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1777  Whatever  fotindatioh  there  might  have  been  for  the  fuppofiiion,  that  this  Princtf  poffefled 
an  undue  influence  at  Madras,  it  is  certain,  that  an  enterprizc  which  was  undertaken  by  the 
Company's  forces  in  that  prefidency,  in  conjunftion  with  thofe  of  the  Nabob,  afforded  too 
much  colour  to  fuch  an  opinion,  and  unhappily  contributed  its  full  Ihare,  along  with  other 
caftern  exorbitancies,  deeply  to  afFeft  our  natidnal  charaSer  both  in  Europe  and  Afia.  This 
was  the  famous  expedition  to  Tanjour,  ancnterprize  which  has  been  heard  of  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  and  which  has  been  condemned  for  its  cruelty  andMnjufticc  wherever  it  has 
been  heard. 

Some  pecuniary  difputes  between  the  Nabob  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour,  furnifhed  a  pretext 
for  the  former  to  feiake  war  upon  the  latter,  and  the  powers  at  Madras  were  eafily  prevailed 
.  upon  to  aflift  their  friend  of  Arcot.  The  King  of  Tanjour  was  riot  able  to  withftaiid  the 
united  force  of  the  Company  and  the  Nabob.  After  defending  his  capital  with  the  utmoft 
bravery,  he  was  at  length  fubdued  and  ftripped  of  every  thing  but  life,  while  his  fubjefts,  who 
were  among  the  moft  induftrious  people  of  India,  experienced  all  the  cruelty  and  rapacity  of  a 
Mahometan  conqueft. 

The  account  of  this  tranfaftion,  with  all  the  circumftances  of  the  conqueft,  fpoil  and  ruin 
of  a  friend  and  ally,  in  a  manner  fo  unexampled,  excited  the  greatcft  indignation  in  the  Com* 
pany,  when  it  arrived  in  England.  Nor  were  they  vvithout  apprchenfions  for  the  fafety  of 
their  fettlements,  when  they  confidered  the  afcendency  over  the  councils  and  aftions  of  their 
fervants,  of  which  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  was  now  fo  evidently  pofleflcd. 

The  violent  depolition  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour,  with  all  its  circumftances,  was  fo  contrary 
to  the  policy  of  the  Company  and  to  the  fpirit  of  its  orders,  that  it  was  immediately  determin- 
ed to  reftore  him  to  his  dominions  ;  but  this  was  a  bufincfs  of  no  common  difficulty.  The 
Company  wiflied  to  avoid,  if  poffible,  a  quarrel  with  the  Nabob,  nor  were  they  difpofed,  in 
the  prcfent  poilure  of  affairs,  to  urge  matters  to  an  extremity  with  their  fervants  for  what  wa^ 
paft.  It  became  neceflary,  therefore,  to  fend  fome  perfon  out  as  governor  of  Madras,  who 
fhould  be  inveftcd  with  full  powers  to  execute  this  difficult  but  delicate  defign,  and  who  pof- 
leflcd a  variety  of  rare  qualities  equal  to  the  important  office. 

It  was  natural  therefore  for  the  Company  to  look  up  to  Lord  Pigot,  as  one  calculated  in 
every  particular,  to  give  the  moft  happy  eflfeft  to  all  the  purpofes  of  this  commiffion.  His 
former  adminiftration  in  India  had  been  fortunate,  glorious  and  juft :  to  him  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot  was  indebted  for  his  exalted  fltuation  :  his  civil  government  had  been  as  celebrated  as  his 
military  exploits,  and  his  private  virtues  had  ever  won,  as  they  well  deferved,  the  fincereft  re- 
gard of  all  who  knew  him.     To  this  important  taflc  Lord  Pigot  was  appointed. 

In  the  mean  time,  tlie  Nabob  was  providing  for  every  poffible  as  well  as  expcfted  confe- 
quence  of  the  Tanjour  bufinefs.  The  long  interval  that  clapfed  before  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Pigot  in  his  government,  afforded  a  full  excrcife  of  his  ability  in  intrigue.  Although  the  part 
which  they  had  already  taken,  would  neceflarily  influence  the  conduft  of  the  Englifh  prefi- 
dency in  the  meafure  of  fecuring  to  him,  in  perpetuity,  the  poflcffion  of  the  kingdom  of  Tan- 
jour, he  was  determined  to  take  the  moft  eflfedual  method  of  fixing  their  intercft,  by  borrow- 
ing large  fums  of  money  from  fevcral  members  of  the  council,  &c.  and  mortgaging  the  reve- 
nues of  Tanjour  to  them,  as  a  fccurity  both  for  the  principal  and  a  prodigious  intcreft  of 
thirty  per  cent. 

Lord  Pigot  arrived  in  his  government  about  the  latter  cfnd  of  the  year  1775,  and  fuccecded 
fo  far  in  the  execution  of  bis  commiffion,  as,  in  fpite  of  the  violent  oppofition  he  experienced, 
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1777  to  reflorc  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour  the  poflcffion  of  his  hereditary  dominions.  This  meafure  ' 
procured  him  the  mortal  enmity  of  the  Nabob,  as  well  as  the  moft  determined  oppofition  with- 
in his  government ;  fo  that,  in  order  to  execute  the  commands  of  the  Company,  he  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  take  a  very  ftrong  and  bold  meafure,  which  was  no  lefs  than  to  move  for 
the  fufpenfion  of  two  of  the  council,  and  which  his  own  calling  vote  accomplilhed.  By  his 
fupreme  authority  alfo  in  the  fortrefs,  he,  for  iimilar  reafons,  put  under  an  arreft  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces. 

A  violent  outcry  was  immediately  raifed  by  the  fecluded  members  againft  this  aft,  and  being 
too  impatient  to  wait  the  decifion  of  the  Company  on  the  fubjeft,  they  formed  a  fecret  plot  for 
iecuring  the  perfon  of  the  governor,  and  efFefting  a  revolution  in  the  fettlement,  which  fhould 
give  the  power  entirely  into  their  own  hands.  This  defign  was  fhortly  after  executed  with  a 
,  degree  of  treachery,  that  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  particularife  or  obferve  upon.  Lord  JPigot 
was  hurried  away  to  a  place  of  military  confinement,  where  it  appears,  that  his  own  extraor- 
dinary refolution  and  natural  fortitude  alone  prefcrved  him  from  immediate  death. 

The  account  of  this  revolution  excited  the  greatcft  furprize  and  indignation  in  the  Company 
in  general :  whilft  the  fate  of  Lord  Pigot  was  confidercd  with  all  that  refentmeht  and  humane 
apprehenfion,  which  tlie  fituation  of  fuch  an  amiable  and  excellent  man  was  calculated  to  in- 
fplre.  The  preiiding  faftion  at  Madras  and  the  Nabob  of  Afcot,  were  not,  however,  with- 
out their  friends  :  they  were  not  idle  on  the  occafion  ;  and,  to  the  furprize  of  people  in  ge- 
neral, the  weight  of  government  leaned  to  their  fide. 

The  whole  of  thefe  tranfaftions  being  laid  before  the  Eaft  India  proprietors  at  their  quarterly 
court,  on  the  26th  of  March  in  this  year,  a  refolution  was  agreed  upon  by  a.  very. great  majo- 
rity, to  recommend  to  the  Court  of  Direftors,  to  take  the  moft  efFeftual  meafures  for  reftoring 
Lord  Pigot  to  tlie  full  exercifc  of  the  powers  vefted  in  him  by  the  Company  as  governor  of 
Madras,  and  for  enquiring  into  the  condud:  of  the  principal  aftors  in  his  imprilbnment,  &c. 

In  confequenceof  this  refolution,  feveral  others  were  foon  after  palled  in  the  Court  of  Di- 
reftors,  by  which  Lord  Pigot  was  reftored  to  the  full  exercife  of  his  powers,  and  his  four 
friends  who  had  been  ejected  from  the  council  were  reinftated.  It  was  alfo  refolved,  that  feven 
members  of  the  council,  including  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces,  had  violently  fub- 
verted  the  government  by  a  military  force,  and  that  tliey  Ihould  not  only  be  fufpcndcd  from 
the  Company*s  fervice,  but  be  cut  off  from  any  other  means  of  reftoration,  than  the  immediate 
a£l  of  the  Direftors*  A  vote  of  cenfure  was  alfo  paiTed  in  the  Court  of  Direftors,  by  a  cafting 
voice,  on  Lord  Pigot's  conduft,  as  in  fome  degree  reprehenfiblc. 

But  while  the  inftruSions  were  preparing  to  accompany  thefe  refolutions,  the  friends  of  the 
Nabob  and  his  party,  aflifted  by  the  whole  power  of  government,  induftrioufly. brought 
forward  three  new  refolutions ;  the  objeft  rf  which  was,  to  order  Lord  Pigot  home  imme- 
diately, to  enquire  into  his  condufi,  and  to  recal  both  his  friends  and  enemies  in  the  council 
of  Madras  for  the  {anie  purpofe.  Thefe  refolutions  were  carried  by  a  majority  of  97 ;  and 
this  decifion  induced  Governor  Johnftone  to  bring  the  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

That  gentleman  accordingly  moved  feveral  refolutions ;  upon  which,  if  carried,  he  intended 
to  found  a  bill  for  the  better  fecuring  our  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Thefe  refolutions 
went  to  a  ftrong  approbation  of  Lord  Pigot's  conduft  as  governor;  to  a  confirmation  of  thofc 
late  a£ts  of  the  Company  which  had  been  palTed  in  his  favour,  or  in  the  condemnation  of  the 
fa£tion  at  Madras  ;  and  to  annul  the  refolution  for  his  recal.  This  motion,  however,  after  a 
great  length  and  ability,  was  rejedled  by  a  very  fmall  majority. 

C  c  a  On 
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1777      On  die  2iftof  Ftfbrutrf,  tbe^Dllowing  memorial  was  prefeoted  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yoik  to  die 
Sutet  General  of  Hoilatid* 

**  Since  die  commencement  of  the  unnatural  rebellion,  which  has  brokm  out  in  the  Eng- 
li(h  colonies  againft  the  legal  conftitotion  of  the  mother  country,  Ac  under-figned  ambaflador 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of:the  King  of  Great  Britain,  has  had  frequent  occafions  to 
addrefs  htmfelf  to  your  High  Mightinefles  in  the  name  of  his  mafter,  to  engage  them  by  all 
motives  of  national  intereft,  of  good  neighbourhood,  of  friendihip,  and  finaBy  of  treaties,  to 
piitaftopto  the  clandeftine  commerce  which  is  carried  on  between  their  fubjeAs  and  the 
rebels.  If  the  meafures  which  your  High  Mightineiles  have  thought  proper  to  take,  had  been 
as  efficacious  as  your  afliirances  have  been  amicable^  the  under-ligned  would  not  now  have 
been  under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  bringing  to  the  cognizance  of  your  High  Mightineflcs, 
fafts  of  the  moft  ferious  nature. 

**  The  King  bath  hitherto  borne,  with  unexampled  patience,  the  irregular  conduA  of  your 
fubjeds  in  their  interefted  commerce  at  St.  Eufiatia,  as  alfo  in  America.  His  Majefty  has 
always  flattered  himfelf,  that,  in  giving  time  to  your  High  Mightintfles  to  examine  to  the 
bottom  of  this  conduft,  fo  irregular  and  fo  infufferable,  they  would  have  taken  the  meafures 
neceflary  to  corrcA  the  abufe,  to  reftrain  their  fubjeAs  within  bounds,  and  to  make  them  re- 
fptSt  the  rights  and  friendfhip  of  Great  Britain. 

**  The  complaints  which  I  have  orders  to  make  to  their  High  Mightineiles,  are  founded 
upon  authentic  documents  annexed  to  this  memorial,  where  their  High  Mightinefles  will  fee 
with  aftonifhment,  and,  I  doubt  not,  at  the  fame  time,  with  difpleafure,  that  their  new  go* 
pernor,  Mr.  Van  Graaf,  after  having  permitted  an  illicit  commerce  at  St.  Euftatia,  has  fo  far 
forgbtten  his  duty,  as  to  connive  at  the  Americans  in  their  hoftile  equipments,  and  to  permit 
the  feizure  of  an  Engliih  veilel,  by  an  American  pirate,  within  cannon  fhot  of  that  ifland  :  and 
iu  aggravation  of  the  affront  given  to  the  Englifh  nation,  and  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to 
return  from  die  fortrefs  of  his  government  the  falute  of  a  rebel  flag.  In  return  to  the  amicable 
reprefetitations  made  by  the  governor  of  die  neighbouring  ifland  of  St.  Chriflopher  on  thefe 
notorious  fafts,  Mr.  Van  Graaf  has  anfwered  in  a  manner  the  rnoH  vague  and  unfatisfa£lory, 
refufing  to  enter  at  iall  into  the  fubjeft,  or  into  an  explanation  of  the  matter  with  a  member  of 
his  Majeily^s  council  of  St.  Chriflopher's,  difpatched  by  the  governor,  for  that  purpofe,  to 
St.Euftada. 

**  After  exhibiting  the  documents  annexed,  nothing  remains  with  me  but  to  add,  that  the 
King,  who  had  read  them,  not  with  lefs  furprize  than  indignation,  hath  ordered  me,  to  ex* 
prefsly  demand  of  your  High  Mightineiles,  a  formal  difavowal  of  the  falute  by  Fort  Orange, 
at  St.  Euftada,  to  the  rebel  ihip,  the  difmifiion  and  immediate  recal  of  Governor  Van  Graaf, 
and  to  declare  furdier,  on  the  part  of  his  Majeily,  thatuntil  further  fatisfadion  is  given,  they 
are  not  to  expeA  that  his  Majefty  will  fixtkt  himfelf  to  be  amufed  by  mere  aflurances,  or  that 
he  will  delay  one  inftant  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  he  ihali  think  due  to  the  interefts  and  dignity 
of  his  crown. 

**  (Signed)  Joseph  Yorke. 

•*  Given  at  the  Hague,  February  21,  1777." 

In  anfwer  to  the  above,  the  following  memorial  was  delivered,  by  order  of  the  States  Ge- 
neral to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
their  High  Mi^hunefles. 

"  Sire, 
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^  It  is  with  the  moft  profound  refpe£(^  tlut  t|ji€  mder-fignci  eo^voy  ejbtnM^r^in^iy  fuid  pie- 
nipotenriary  of  their  High  Mightinefles,  in  confequence  of  the  orders  which  he  has  received, 
has  the  honour  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  tha(  t^e  mei^Qi'i^  which  yo^r  iupbaflador  hath 
prefented  to  their  High  MightineiTes  on  tbe  2  ift  of  kft  vaoqthy  bds  tovichcd  than  yery  feniibly : 
that  they  find  themfelves  obliged  to  make  complaJAt  of  tb!^  r^roaches  yifiuch  are  conuiaed  ia 
k,  as  if  tl)eir  High  Migiitinefles  were  to  be  fofpe^ted  of  a  yviil  Aod  intonit  of  awi>fing  your  Ma- 
jefty  by  amicabie  aflurances,  which  they  have  faJfificd  by  their  afts ;  alfo  of  the  menacing  tone 
which  Feigns  in  that  memorial,  and  sippears  to  their  Hi^  Mightiness  too  Jtiighly  drain- 
ed, beyond  that  which  is  ufually  adopted  and  ought  to  take  place  between  two  fovereign 
and  ifide{>endent  powers,  and  efpccially  between  two  oeig^hQwing  powers,  which  have 
been,,  during  fuch  a  length  of  years,  united  by  the  ties  of  good  harmony  and  mutual 
frienduiip. 

"  Their  High  Mightineflfes  truft,  tliat  on  all  occ^iions,  and  particularly  in  refpeft  to  the 
unfortunate  troubles  of  your  Majefty's  coloniejs  in  America,  they  have  held  a  cond>i£l  towards 
your  Majefty,  which  you  had  a  right  to  expe&  from  a  good  neigbbopr,  a^d  a  friendly  and 
affe&ionate  power* 

"  Their  High  Mightineflcs,  Sire,  hold  your  M^efty's  friendfhip  in  tlie  higheft  eftimation, 
and  wifli  to  do  «very  thing  in  their  power,  as  far  as  the  honour  and  dignity  of  their  ilate  will 
permit,  to  cultivate  it  ilill  more  and  more :  but  tliey  cannot,  at  the  fame  time,  fo^far  r^rain 
themfelvCs^  as  to  difguife  the  very  poignant  fenfation  witli  which  that  mesporjal  ha^  im- 
prefled-them. 

**  It  is  alone  horn  the  motives  of  demonftrafing  to  your  M.ajefty  every  poffible  regard,  and 
to  prove  that  their  High  MigbtineflTes  will  not  ncglc£t  any  lhing»  which  may  ferve  to  invclli- 
gate  properly  the  truth  of  the  fa£ts,  from  whence  the  complaints  made  to  them  feem  to  have 
arifen,  and  that  they  have  refolved  to  inftitute  the  moil  fummary  enquiry  on  the  fuhjedt  repre- 
fented  to  them. 

**  To  this  end  their  High  Mightineflcs,  paffing  by  the  ordinary  and  ufual  form  in  fimilar 
cafes,  requiring  a  report  in  writing  from  their  officers  and  others  employed  in  their  colonies, 
have  already  difpatcbed  their  orders  to  the  commandant  of  St.  Euftatia,  to  return  to  the  Re- 
public without  delay,  and,  as  foon  as  poflible,  to  give  the  neceffary  information  of  all  that  has 
pafled  within  the  iiland  of  St.  Euftatia,  and  whatever  may  have  come  to  his  knowledge  re- 
lative to  the  American  colonies  and  their  veflels,  during  the  period  of  his  command,  and  to 
»]ay  his  conduft,  touching  that  matter,,  before  theeyes  of  their  High  Mightineflcs, 

*•  The  under-figned  is  charged,  by  his  orders,  to  bring  the  information  of  this  refolution 
.  to  your  Majefty,  as  alfo  that  their  High  Mightinefles  make  no  difficulty  of  difavowing,  in  the 
moft  exprefs  manner,  every  aft  or  mark  of  honour  which  may  have  been  given  by  their  of- 
ficers or  any  of  their  fervants,  to  the  vefTels  of  your  Majefty's  colonies  of  North  America;  or 
tliat  they  may  give  hereafter ;  fo  far  as  thofe  afts  or  marks  of  honour  may  be  of  fuch  a  nature, 
as  that  it  may  be  concluded  from  them,  that  it  is  thereby  intended,  in  the  leaft  degree,'  to  re- 
cognize the  independence  of  thofe  colonies. 

"  The  under-figned  is  alfo  further  charged  to  inform  your  Majefly,  that  their  High  Migh- 
tinelTes  have,  in  confequence,  given  their  orders  to  their  governors  and  councils  in  the  W«fl 
Indies,  and  have  enjoined  them  afrefh,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  obferve  ezaftly  the  placards 

and 
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1777  and  orders  againft  the  exportation  of  military  (tores  to  the  American  Colonies  of  your  Majef- 
■  ty,  and  to  fee  them  executed  with  tlie  utmoft  rigour. 

*  *«  (Signed) 

«*  Dated  London,  March  26,  1777.'*  Welderen. 

About  this  time,  there  was  publifhed  at  Peterfburgh  an  account  of  the  commerce  of  that 
city  for  thirty  years  and  upwards,  taken  up  at  the  year  1724;  of  which  we  have  fele£ted  only 
the  following,  as  fuiEcient  to  ihew  the  great  flu£tuation  of  their  trade  during  that  period. 

'   '    Roublesn 
In  the  year  1724,  the  cuftoms  of  that  city  produced  only 
1726,  they  exceeded  —  — - 

1 741,  from  particular  events,  they  fell  in  this  year  to 
1752,  they  produced,  —  ^- 

1754,  the  cuftoms  amounted  to  — 

'7S7>  they  brought  in  —  — 

On  the  17th  of  Oftober  in  this  year,  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army  of  5,600 
men,  ordnance,  llores,  camp  equipage,  &c.  furrendered,  on  convention,  prifoners  of  war  to 
Major  General  Gates,  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army,  at  Saratoga. 

Congrefs  (which  was  now  removed  to  York  Town,  Pennfylvania)  came  to  a  refolution,  on 
the  22d  of  November,  not  to  treat  with  Great  Britain  upon  any  terms,  unlefs  the  independ- 
ence of  America  was  firft  acknowledged :  this  being  totally  reje£ted,  they  applied  to  the  Court 
of  France  for  afliftance  to  eftablifh  their  independence ;  and,  on  the  24th  of  December  preli- 
minary articles  of  a  treaty  between  that  country  and  America  were  agreed  upon  at  Paris,  and 
fent  to  Congrefs  on  the  27th  of  the  fame^onth. 

Returns  made  from  the  poor  rates  to  Parliament,  ftated  to  be  from  Eafter  1775,  to  Eafter 
1776.  ^.         J.    ^. 
Money  raifed  m  England,                 —                  -^                    i>679,585    00 
Wales,                        —                    —                    40,731  14    7 


io,33S 
84,695 

11,000 

^P3>734 
768,058 

1,000,713 


Total, 


Money  expended  on  the  poor  in  England, 

— ; —  Wales, 


Total, 


The  county  rates  of  England  amounted  to 

Wales  were  .   - 


Total, 


1,720,316  14 

7 

i»S23>i63  12 
33,640.13 

1 

7 

8 

i»556,8o4    6 

3 

131,387  18 
6,268  II 

II 
9 

137*656  10 

8 

In  mod  of  the  northern  counties  the  rates  are  raifed  fcparately,  and^  therefore,  are  not  in- 


cluded in  thefe  returns. 

Rcntii  &c 

^.  J.    d. 

78,176  4     o 

2,120  10     7 

Total^  80,296  14    7 


Zdligaiion^ 
3^ .       J.    dm 

33>93S  18    o 
1,136    2     8 

Total,        351O72    o    8 


From 
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1777       From  a  forvcy  lately  made  by  order  of  the  French  King»  and  laid  before  the  fupreme  coun- 
cil at  Paris,  cftablifhed  for  the  improvement  of  the  French  Weft  India  fettlements,  it  appear-*    • 
'  ed»  that  the  number  of  flaves^  in  their  iflands,  at  this  period,  were  as  followisr ; 

'Slaves* 
St.  Domingo,  — »  —  240,000 

Martinico,  —  —  75>ooo 

Gaudaloupe,  —  —  64,000 

St.  Lucia,  —  —  "~  .  4>ooo 

Cayenne,  —  —  —         *       3,500 


Total, 


386,500 


To  fupply  the  annual  deficiency  of  which  number,  an  annual  importation  of  20>ooo  negroes 
was  aflerted  to  be  neceflary. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  there  was  imported  into  London  from  Ncwcaftic  and  Sunder* 
land,  692,093^  chaldrons  of  coals,  and  7,015  chaldrons  of  cinders  and  Scotch  coals  :  4,792 
fhips  from  the  fame  places  were  alfo  cleared  at  tlic  cuftom-houfe,  4,390  of  which  were  coaft* 
wife,  and  402  for  foreign  ports. 

The  following  bills  relating  to  trade  and  commerce,  received  the  royal  aflent  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  detain  and  fecurc  perfons  charged  with  high  treafon  in  America, 

or  on  the  feas  for  piracy. 

To  enable  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  grant  letters  of  marque  to  private  fliips  of  war  or 
merchant  fhips,  to  make  rcprifals  on  all  fhips  belonging  to  the  American  colonics,  inaftual 
tebcllfon  againfl  Great  Britain. 

For  regulating  the  afiairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  India,  fo  far 
as  relates  to  altering  tlie  time  for  the  choice  of  Dire£tors. 

To  enlarge  Mr.  Hartley's  patent,  for  his  invention  of  iron  plates  to  prevent  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  fires* 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames  from  London*bridge  to  Staines, 

For  building  a  bridge  over  the  river  Severn,  near  Gloucefter. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  combing  wool. 

For  continuing  the  duty  on  beer  in  the  town  of  Burnt  Ifland,  in  Scotland'. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  the  meafurement  of  coals. 

To  prevent  frauds  by  venders  of  tea,  detrimental  to  the  revenues  of  excife* 

For  allowing  a  drawback  on  tea  exported  to  Ireland. 

To  prohibit,  for  a  further  limited  time,  the  importation  of  foreign  wrought  filks  and  velvetsw 

To  fccure  to  engravers  their  property  in  the  engraving  branch. 

For  allowing  certain  quantities  of  wheat  to  be  exported  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

To  prevent  the  cbndeftine  pra£tice  of  unfhipping  goods  from  on  board  Eaft  India  fhips. 

For  fecuring  the  duties  on  foapand  rUm  imported  from  the  colonies. 

For  allowing  the  exportation  of  tobacco  pipe  dlay  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands. 

For  fettling  the  hours  of  labour,  and  the  prices  of  taking  apprentices,  in  the  hat' matiu-^ 
faftory. 

To 
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1777      To  allow  the  callico  printers  and  dyers  to  employ  journeymen  who  have  not  fcrved  a  regular 
apprenticefhip  to  the  faid  trade. 

For  a  better  fupply  of  mariners  and  fcamen  for  manning  the  royal  navy. 

To  enlarge  the  powers  of  an  a6V,  for  making  a  navigable  cut  or  canal,  from  the  river  Deo 
near  Chefter,  to  Nantwich  and  Middlewich,  in  Chefhirc. 

For  regulating  the  duties  on  damaged  currants  and  prunes  imported^ 

For  granting  certain  duties  on  auftioneers,  &c. 

For  continuing  the  encouragement  of  making  indigo  in  the  plantations,  &c. 

For  regiftering  the  grants  of  life  annuities^  and  for  the  better  proteftion  of  infants  againft 
fuch  grants. 

To  extend  the  provifions  of  an  aft  for  negociating  promiflbry  notes,  and  inland  bills  of  ex- 
change, to  a  certain  fum. 

[Of  the  annuity  a£t,  and  that  for  reftraining  the  negociation  of  bills  of  exchange,  we  ihall 
give  tl>e  following  abftrafts]. 

"  The  firft,  after  reciting  in  the  preamble,  that  the  pernicious  praftice  of  railing  money  by 
the  fale  of  life  annuities,  hath,  of  late  years,  greatly  encreafed,  and  is  much  promoted  by  the 
fecrecy  with  which  fuch  tranfaftions  are  conduced  ;  it  is  enaAed,  that  a  memorial  of  all  deeds, 
bonds,  &c.  for  granting  life  annuities,  (hall,  within  twenty  days  of  the  execution  thereof,  be 
enrolled  in  chancery ;  which  (hall  contain  the  date,  names  of  the  parties,  witneiTes,  &c.  and 
(hall  fet  forth  the  annual  fum  or  fums  to  be  paid,  and  the  name  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  for 
whofe  life  or  lives  the  annuity  is  granted,  and  the  confideration  or  confiderations  of  granting 
the  fame ;  otherwife  every  fuch  deed,  bond,  &c.  (hall  be  void. 

^'  It  further  enafts»  that  before  judgment  (hail  be  entered  of  record  upon  any  warrant  of  at''« 
torney  for  recovering  any  annuity  already  granted,  and  before  eitecution  (hall  be  fued  out,  &c. 
on  any  judgment  already  entered,  a  memorial  (hall  be  enrolled  as  afore(aid ;  otherwife  all 
the  proceedings  in  the  aftions  to  be  void. 

**  It  alfo  enafts,  that  all  future  deeds  for  granting  annuities,  (hall  contain  the  confideration 
and  the  names  of  the  parties,  in  words  at  length:  and  that  if  any  part  of  the  confideration 
(hall  be  returned;  or,  in  cafe  the  confideration,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  paid  in  notes,  if  any  of 
the  notes  (hall  not  be  paid  when  due,  or  (hall  be  cancelled  or  deftroyed  without  being  firft 
paid ;  or  if  the  con(ideration,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  paid  in  goods ;  or  if  any  part  of  the  confi- 
deration is  retained  on  pretence  of  anfweringthe  future  payments  of  the  annuity,  or  any  other 
pretence;  the  court  may  order  the  deed  H>  be  cancelled,«  and  the  judgment,  if  any  has  been 
entered,  to  be  vacated." 

It  next  contains  diredtons  relatinigto  theenrollmtrit  of  memoriais  and  the  clerks  lees. 

**  It  then  enafts,  that  all  contrafts  for  the  purdiaie  of  annuities,  with  any  perfon  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  (hall  be  void ;  and  tliat  awy  perfon  wlipo  (hall  procure  or  folicit  any 
minor  to  grant  an  annuity,  or  to  make  oath,  or  give  his  or  her  word  of  honour  or  folemn  pro- 
mife,  that  he  or  (he  will  not  plead  infancy,  or  make  any  other  defence  agaiiift  the  demand  of 
any  foch  annuity,  fliall  be  puniihed  by  fine  or  imprifonment. 

**  It  alfo  enafls,  that  folicitors,  fcriTcners,  brokers,  &c.  wfeo  (hall  take  mor^  than  ids. 
per  cent,  for  procuring  money  for  antyuities,  (haH  be  punished  by  fine  or  imprifonment ;  and 
that  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  (hail  hate  paid  or  given  any  fum  or  fanas  of  money,  gratuity  or 
reward,  (hall  be  deemed  a  competent  witnefs  or  witnefles  to  prove  the  fame^  &c. 

The 
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The  aA  for  reftraining  the  negotiation  of  biHs,  &c.  recites* '*  that  by  an  aft  of  the  fifteenth 
of  this  prefent  reign,  all  negotiable  promiiTory  notes,  &c.  ifTued  after  the  24th  of  June,  1775* 
for  lefs  than  ac^.  wofe  made  void,  and  that  all  fuch  notes  ifTued  before  that  time  were  then 
made  payable  on  demand," 

It  adds,  *^  that  the  faid  aAs  had  been  attended  with  very  falutary  eiFefts;  and  fuppofes^, 
that  if  the  proviiions  therein  contained,  were  extended  to  a  further  fum,  (but  yet  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  convenience  ariiing  to  the  public  from  the  negotiation  of  promtf- 
fory  notes,  &c.  for  the  remittance  of  money  in  difcharge  of  any  balance  of  account)  the 
good  purpofe  of  the  iaid  ad  would  be  further  advanced.  The  legiflature,  therefore,  have 
continued  the  prohibition  of  notes,  &c.  for  any  lefs  fum  than  20s. ;  and  enaded,  that  from 
and  after  the-24th  of  June,  1777,  till  the  firft  day  of  January,  1778,  all  notes  for  any  fum 
between  one  and  five  pounds,  (hall  be  liable  to  payment  on  demand,  whatever  be  the  condi- 
^ons  contained  in  the  faid  notes,  &c." 

It  alfo  cnafts,  "  4hat  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  January,  1778,  all  negotiable  promif- 
foxy  notes,  Sec.  for  aes  and  lefs  than  5I.  (hall  be  made  payable  at  twentyone  days  after  date  ; 
and  each  indorfement  thereon  (hall  fpecify  the  name  and  place  of  abode  of  the  perfon  to  whofc 
^rder  the  money  is  to  fa%  paid ;  and  that  the  figning  of  every  fuch  note,  dec.  or  any  indorfe*- 
foent  on  it,  (hall  be  altefted  by  one  fubfcribing  witnefs  at  the  leaft.'* 

The  following  are  the  forms  of  promi£S>ry  notes  and  drafts,  and  of  indorfemcnts,  takea  . 
from. the  fchedule  anaexed  to  this  a6L 


IPIacel  [Dary]  iMontb] 

Twenty-one  days  after  date,  I  promife  to  pay  to  A.  B.  of  IPiace] 

in  his  order,  the  fum  of  ^  for  value  received  by 


ir*^! 


CD. 


Witnefs,  E.  E. 

Atul  tbe  indorfement,  toties  quottes* 
[£>«/]  of  lMenth'\  irtar} 

Pay  the  cootenta  to  G.  H.  {P/arr]-  or  bis -order. 


A.  B. 


Witnefs,  J.  E. 

<  N".  II.  ) 

IPlaceJ  £i)«y]  IMoHtb} 

Twenty-one  days  after  date,  pay  to  A.  B.  of  IPlaet] 

fum  of  .     ,  valu^  received,  as  adviied  by. 


[rear] 
oc  bis  order,  the 

C.  D. 


To  E.  F.  of 
Witnefs,  G.  H. 

And  tbe  indorfement,  toties  quoties. 

[Dayl  [Month'}  IVtar}, 

Pay  tbe  contents  to  J.  K.  of  [Plact]  ot  bis  OrdeCk 


Witnefs,  L.  M. 
Vol,  IV. 


A.  B. 


D  d 
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Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year  :— 
For  45>ocx>  Teamen^  including  10,129  marines,  — 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay,  &c.  — 

Towards  building  and  repairing  fhips^  &c.  —  — 

.  Towards  difcharging  the  navy  debt,  —  — 

On  account  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  —  — 

For  20,734  effeftivc  land-forces,  &c»  —  — 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff-officers,  &c*  —  — 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  Africa,  &c. 
For  the  difierence  of  pay  between  the  Britifh  and  Irifh  eftabliihments^ 
For  five  Hanoverian  battalions  ferving  at  Gibraltar,  &c»  — 

For  the  charge  of  12,677  HefGan  troops,  &c.  and  fubfidy,  — 

For  a  regiment  of  foot  of  Hanau,  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Waldeck,  —  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Heflian  chafleurs,  with  the  (ubiidy,  ~ —  — 

Ditto  of  Hanau  ditto,  _  *—  —  — 

For  the  charge  of  4,300  Brunfwickers,  —  — ^ 

For  ditto  of  1,285  Anfpachers,  including  artillery,  Scc^.  — 

For  prQvifions  for  the  foreign  troops  in  America,  *- 

For  making  good  the  fum  voted  laft  fef&on  for  the  Heffiaa  troops. 
Ditto,  for  ditto,  —  —  —  — 

Ditto  for  the  Hanau  foot,  —  —  — 

Ditto  for  foreign  troops,  for  the  year  1776,  —  — 

For  foreign  artillery,  &c.  —  —  — 

For  the  Heflian  ditto,,  —  —  —- 

For  the  Hanau  ditto,  —         —  —  — . 

For  the  Waldeck  ditto,  —  —  — 

For  tlie  charge  of  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  &c»  — 

On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  &c. 
Fpr  allowances  to  feveraj  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 

reduced  troops  of  horfe -guards,  &c.  —  — 

For  penfions  to  the  widows  of  certain  reduced  officers,  — 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  &c.  — 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,  &c. 
For  fervices  performed  by  ditto  for  ditto,,  not  provided  for  in  1776, 

*   On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain, 
For  the  civil  eftablilhment  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  — 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  —  -—_—. 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia,  •«  —  — 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  —  — ^ 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Senegambia,  —  _  -• 

On  account  of  general  furveys  in  North  America,  — 

To  the  truftees  of  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  —  — 
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Carried  forward^        8,6163919    6    ii 


A.  D. 

1777 


OF      THE      OHieiN      Of      COMMERCE. 

Brought  over,  J^.  8,616,919 
For  difcharging  certain  unfatisfied  claims  relative  to  the  laft  German  war,  41,820 
For  the  relief  of  fuch  American  civil  officers  as  have  fuifered  from  their 

attachment  to  his  Majefty^s  government,  —  — 

To  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  the  expence  of  convifts  on  the  Thames, 
To  make  good  to  bis  Majefty  the  like  funi  ifTued  by  his  Majefty's 

orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

For  repairing,  &c.  Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 

For  printing  journals,  &c.  —  —  — 

To  George  White,  Efq.  for  expehccs  incurred  relative  to  enquiries 

made  into  the  flate  of  the  poor  of  this  kingdom,  •— 

Towards  diicharging  certain  Exchequer  bills,  — 

Towards  difcharging  certain  other  Exchequer  billi,  '— 

To  difcharge  the  arrears  and  debts  owing  upon  the  civil  lift  on  Jatiu- 

ary5»  ^777*  _  _  _  _ 

It  was  alfo  refolved,  "  That  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
houfehold,  and  of  the  honour  aad  dignity  of  the  crown,  there  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  during  his  life,  out  of  the  aggregate  fund,  the 
clear  yearly  fum  of  100,0001.  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  June,  1777, 
over  and  above  the  fum  of  8oo,oool.  granted  by  an  aft  made  m  the  ill: 
year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign.] 

For  difcharging  the  prizes  of  the  lottery  of  1776,  — 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  certain  grants  for  die  fervice  of  1776, 
Ditto  of  the  fund  for  paying  certain  annuities,  — > 

Ditto  in  the  land-tax,  —  —  — 

Ditto  in  the  malt-tax,  •— .  —  _ 
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61,288  7 

44.599  13 

250,000  o 

200,000  o 


Total  Supplies, 

The  Ways  and  Meaks  for  raifing  the  foregoing  fupplies. 
Duty  on  malt,  —  —  .        — 

Land  tax  at  4s.      -  —  —  — 

From  the  (inking  fund,  —  —  — 

By  certain  furplufles  and  revenues  in  ditto,  —  — 

By  ditto,  —  —  —  —  . 

By  annuities  and  lottery,  —  —  — 

By  Exchequer  bills,  —  —  — 

By  furpluftes  of  certain  duties  remaining  in  the  Exchequer, 
By  ditto,  —  —  —  — 

By  duties  on  gum  Senegal  and  gum  Arabic,  &c.  — 

By  monies  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by  the  executors  of  the  late  Lord 
Holland,  —  —  ..  .— 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means,  — 

Supplies  granted,  — 

Excefs  of  provifions,  •-• 

Dd  2 
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'777      ^    '^^^  ^^^^  ^^  credit  for  one  inlllion»  granted  thb  feffion,  for  the  future  arn^  extras^ 
and  expence  pf/  and  lofs  hj  coinage,  is  charged  in  the  next  aids* 

It  appears  from  the. above  accounts,  that  the  additional  public  debt 
funded  thia  year,  amounts  to  five  millions ;   the  intereft  of  which,  at  £.        s.   dm 

..  4  per  cent,  per  annum,  is  —  —  —  abo,ooo    o    o 

Together  with  the  additional  annuity  of  los.  per  cent,  per  annum,  for 
•  ten  years,  which  amounts  to  —  -*-  —  25>ooo  *  o    o 


Total  amount,  225,000    o    o 


This  fum  (by  a£ls  p:^d  in  piirfuance  of  feveral  refolutions  of  May  t^,  1777)  wa$  raifed 

in  the  following  manner : — 

By  a  tax  of  one  guinea  each  on  all  male  fisrvaftts  not  employed  in 

agriculture,  hufbandry,  ortrade^                 —                    — ^  100,000  o  o 

By  additional  duties  on  glafe,                ^*               -^                — i   *  45>ooo  o  o 

By  additional  flamp  duties,                —                —                —  55»ooo  o  o 

By  a  duty  on  aofiioneers,  and  on  goods  fold  by  auftion,  37>5<^  0  o 

Total  of  new  taxes,  237,500  o  o 
From  whence  is  to  be  df  du&ed  the  annual  produce  of  the  plate  duty, 

which  was  repealed,  .             —               —               —                 —  12,000  o  o    , 


Remained,  225,500    o    o 


ri  t  ^  I  • 


The  number  of  chriftentngs  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  &c.  from 
December  iO|  1776,  to  December  16,  1777,  is  as  follows: 

Chriftened,  males    9,338  Buried,  males  11,76s 

females    8,962  —*^  females  11,566 


» 8,300  23,334 


By  the  bill  of  mortality  for  Norwich,  for  this  year^  the  numbers  were, 

Chriftened,  Males,  704  Buried,  Males,  goz 

Females,  585  Females,  494 

1,289  996 


i*Ma*M->^ 


At  Whitehaven,-?-chriftenings,  237  ;  burials,  267 ;  marriages,  92, 
At  Whitby, — chriftenings,  278;  burials,  219;  marriages,"  loo. 
At  Manchefter,-^chriftening3,  1,513;  burials,  864;  marriages,  577. 
At  Liverpool.— chriftenings,  1,224;  burials,  1760;  marriages,  455. 
1778       At  the  commencement  of  this  year,  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  both  foreign  and  domef^ 
tic,  very  powerfully  engaged  the  public  attention,  and  time  was  pregnant  with  events  that  de- 
manded the  whole  of  it*     France  was  now*  on  the  eve  of  throwing  off"  the  mafk  and  taking  a 
decided  part  in  the  American  war.     On  the  thirtieth  of  January,  a  treaty  of  commercb  was 

%  figned 
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1778  figncd  between  that  court  and  America,  and  on  the  fixth  of  February,  a  treaty  of  alliance 

eventual  and  defenfive  was  concluded,  at  Paris,  between  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  Louis 

the  Sixteenth,  and  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America:  asthefe  treaties  eventually  efiefted 

,     a  revolution,  which,  in  all  its  circuntftances,  has  not  a  parallel  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 

we  fhall  infcrt  them  at  hrgc. 

"  Article  I.  A  firm,  inviolable,  and  univerfal  peace^  and  a  true  and  firicere  frietidfhip,  fhall 
fubfift  between  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  his  heirs  ahd  fucceffors,  and  the  United  States  of 

^  '14* 

America,  as  well  as  between  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty*s  fiibjcfts  and  thofe  of  the  laid  States ; 
as  alfo  between  the  people,  iflands  out  and  inhabitants  of  all  cUftes,  without  aiiy  exception  \g^ 
pcrfons  or  places.  The  conditions  mentioned  in  the  preferit  tfeity,  ffeali  be  perpetual  and  per- 
manent between  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  and  the  faid  United 
States. 

**  IL  The  Moft  Chriftian  King  and  the  United  States  mutually  engage,  not  to  grant  any 
particular  favour  to  dther  nations,  refpefting  commerce  and  navigation,  which  (hall  not  be- 
immediately  made  known  to  the  other  party  ;  and  fuch  nation  ihall  enjoy  that  favour  gratul- 
toufly,  if  the  concefGon  is  fuch,  or  in  granting  tlie  fame  compenfation,  if  the  conxreflion  is 
conditional. 

**  III.  The  fubjefts  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  (hall  not  pay,  in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads^ 
countries,  iflands,  cities,  and  places  of  the  United  States,  any  greatier  duties  or  impofts,  of 
what  nature  focver  they  may  bic,  or  by  whatever  namie  they  may  be  called,  tlian  fuch  as  the 
moft  favoured  nation  (hall  pay ;  and  they  (hail  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  im- 
munities, and  exemptions,  in  point  of  trade,  navigation  and  comn^erce,  whether  in  pai&ng 
from  one  port  of  the  faid  States  to  another^  or  in  going  thither,  or  in  returning  froni  or  going 
to  any  part  of  the  world  whatever,  as  tlie  faid  nations  may  or  (hall  enjoy. 

"  The  fubjeAs,  people,  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States,  or  each  of  them,  (hall 
not  pay,  in  the  ports,  harbours,^  roads,  idands,  cities,  and  places,  within  the  dominions  of 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  in  Europtf,  any  greater  duties  or  impofts,  of  what  nature  foever 
they  may  be,  or  by  whatever  name  they  may  be  called,  than  the  moft  favourite  nation  are  or 
(hall  be  bound  t6  pay ;  and  they  (hall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  imniunitics, 
and  exemptions,  in  point  of  trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  whether  in  pafling  from  one 
port  to  another  of  the' faid  dominions  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  in  Europe,  or  in  going  thi- 
ther, or  in  returning  fr6m  or  going  to  any  part  of  the  world  whatever^  as  the  (aid  nations  may 
er  (hall  enjoy. 

"  V,  In  the  above  exemption  is  particularly  com'prifed  the  impofition  of  lood*  per  ton,,  ef-  • 
tabn(hed  in  France  upon  foreign  (hips  :  excepting  when  the  (hips,  of  the  United  Statesi  (hall . 
load  with  French  merchandizes  in  one  port  of  France  for  another  in  the  faid  kingdom,  in 
which  cafe  the  faid  (hips  of  the  faid  United  States  (hall  difcharge  the  ufual  rights,  fo  long  as 
the  moft  favourite  nations  (hall  be  obliged  to  do  the  fame;  neverthelefs,. the  faid  Uhited  States^ 
or  any  of  them,  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  eftablifh,  whenever  they  (hall  think  proper,  a  right  equi>- 
valent  to  that  in  queftion,  in  the  fame  cafe  as  it  is  eftabli(hed  in  the  ports  of  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty. 

•*  VI.  The  Moft  Chriftian  King  (hall  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  proteA  and  defend 
all  the  (hips  and  tSeds  belonging  to  the  fubjefts,  people,  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United 
States,  and  of  each  of  them  which  (hall  be  in  his  ports,  harbours,  or  roads,  or  in  the  feas 
near  his  territories,  countries,,  ifl^s,  cities,  and  places  >  ahd  (hall  uf<i  every  effort  to  recover 

and 
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1 778  reftorc  to  the  lawful  proprietors,  their  agents  or  order,  all  the  fhips  and  cfFefts  which  (hall  be 
taken  within  his  jurifdidlion  ;  and  his  Mod  Chriftian  Majcfty's  fhips  of  war,  or  other  con- 
voys, failing  under  his  authority,  fhall  take,  on  every  occafion,  under  their  proteflion  the 
fhips  belonging  to  the  fubjefts,  people^  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of 
them,  which  Ihall  keep  the  fame  courfe  and  make  the  fame  route,  and  defend  the  faid  fhips,  fo 
long  as  they  fhall  keep  tlie  fame  courfe  aiid  make  the  fame  route,  againfl  every  attack,  force, 
or  violence,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  are  bound  to  defend 'and  protect  the  fhips  belonging 
to  the  fubjefts  of  liis  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty, 

**  VII.  In  like  manner  the  faid  United  States,  and  their  fhips  of  war  failing  under  their 

^       authority,  fhall  protefl  and  defend,  agreeable  to  the  contents  of  the  preceding  article,  all  the 

ihips  and  efFefts  belonging  to  the  Moft  Chriflian  King,  and  fhall  ufe  all  their  efforts  to  re* 

cover  and  reflore  the  faid  fhips  and  eifedls,  which  fhall  be  taken  within  the  extent  of  the  ju- 

rifdidton  of  the  faid  United  States,  oreither  of  them. 

**  VIII.  The  Mofl  Chriflian  King  will  employ  his  endeavours  and  mediation  with  the 
King  or  Emperor  of  Morocco  or  Fez,  with  the  regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  or 
any  of  them,  as  well  as  with  every  other  Prince,  State,  or  Power  of  the  Barbary  coafl  in  Africa, 
and^ith  the  fubjeds  of  the  faid  King,  Emperor,  States,  and  Powers,  and  each  of  them,  to 
fecure,  as  fully  and  cfFe£tually  as  poffible,  to  the  advantage,  convenience,  and  fecurity  of  the 
faid  United  States,  and  each  of  them,  as  alfo  their  fubjefts,  people,  and  inhabitants,  their 
Ihips  and  efFefis,  againft  violence,  infult,  attack,  or  depredation,  on  the  part  of  the  faid  Bar- 
bary Princes  and  States,  or  their  fubjefis. 

**  IX.  ThcfubjeSs,  inhabitants,  merchants,  commanders  of  fhips,  maflers,  and  feamen, 
of  the  flates,  provinces,  and  dominions  of  the  two  parties,  fhall  reciprocally  refrain  from, 
and  avoid  fifhing  in  any  of  the  places  pofTeflcd,  or  which  fhall  be  pofTefled,  by  the  other  party. 
The  fubjefts  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  fhall  not  fifh  in  the  harbours,  bays,  creeks,  roads, 
and  places,  which  the  faid  United  States  poffefs,  or  fhall  hereafter  pofTefs;  and  in  the  fame 
manner  the  fubjefts,  people,  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States,  fhall  not  fifh  in  the 
harbours,  bays,  creeks,  roads,  coafts,  and  places,  which  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  aftually 
poffeffes,  or  fhall  hereafter  pofTefs ;  and  if  any  fhip  or  vefTel  fhall  be  furprifed  fifhing,  in  viola- 
tion  of  the  prefent  treaty,  the  fame  fhip  or  veflel  and  its  cargo  fliall,  upon  clear  proof,  be  con- 
fifcated.  Provided  the  exclufion  ftipulated  in  the  prefent  article  fhall  ftand  good  only  fo  long 
as  the  King  and  the  United  Slates  fhall  not  fufFcr  it  to  be  enjoyed  by  any  other  nation 
-whatever, 

■*•  X.  The  United  States,  their  citizens  and  inhabitants,  fhall  never  difturb  the  fubjefts  of 
fhe  Moft  Chriftian  King  in  the  enjoyment  and  exercife  of  the  right  of  fifhing  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  any  more  than  in  the  unlimited  and  exclufive  enjoyment  they  poffefs  on  that 
part  of  the  coafts  of  that  ifland,  as  fpecified  in  th«  treaty  of  Utrecht,  nor  in  the  rights  relative 
to  all  and  each  of  the  ifles  which  belong  to  his  Moft  Chriflian  Majefty;  the  whole  conform- 
able to  the  true  fenfe  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris. 

"  XI.  The  fubjefts  atid  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  not  be 
<:onfidered  as  foreigners  in  France,  and^  confequently,  fhall  be  exempt  from  the  right  of  ef- 
cheatage,  or  any  other  fuch  like  right,  under  any  name  whatever;  tliey  may,  by  will,  dona- 
tion, or  otherwife,  difpofe  of  their  goods,  moveables,  and  fixtures,  in  favour  of  whom  they 
(hall  pleafe ;  and  their  heirs,  fubjefts  of  the  faid  United  States,  refident  in  France  or  elfewhere, 
ihall  fuccccd  to  them,  ab  inteftau  without  beinj;  obliged  to  -obtain  letters  of  naturalization,  and 
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1778  Without  being  expofedto  any  moleftation  or  hindrance,  under  pretence  of  any  rights  or  prcro* 
gativcs  of  provinces,  cities,  or  private  perfons  ;  and  the  faid  heirs,  cither  by  particular  titlc^ 
or  ab  inteftaty  fliall  be  exempt  from  ail  right  of  detraftion  or  other  right  of  that  kind,  provid- 
ed that  fuch  or  the  liice  local  rights  are  not  cftabliftied  by  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of 
them.  The  fubjcfls  of  the  Mod  Chriftian  King  (hall  enjoy,  on  their  fide,  in  all  the  domi- 
nions of  the  faid  States,  an  entire  and  perfeft  reciprocation  with  refpeft  to  the  ftipulations  in- 
cluded in  the  prcfent  article. 

**'But  it  is  at  the  fame  time  agreed,  that  the  contents  of  this  article  fhall  not  afFeft  the  laws, 
made  in  France  agaihft  emigrations,  or  fuch  as  may  be  made  hereafter,  fuch  being  left  in  their 
full  force  and  vigour;  the  United  States,  on  their  fide,  or  any  of  them,  Ihall  be  free  to  make 
fuch  laws  refpefting  that  matter  as  they  Ihall  judge  proper. 

**  XII.  The  merchant  (hips  of  both  parties,  which  (hall  be  bound  to  any  port,  belonging 
to  a  power  then  an  enemy  of  the  other  ally,  and  of  which  the  voyage,  or  nature  of  its  cargo- 
Ihall  give  juft  fufpicions,  (half  be  bound  to  produce,  either  on  the  high  feas,  or  in  ports  and 
harbours,  not  only  their  paflTports,  but  alfo  certificates,  which  (hall  cxprcfsly  ftate,  that  their 
cargoes  are  not  of  prohibited  and  contraband  wares. 

"  XIII.  If  the  contents  of  the  faid  certificates  lead  to  a  difcovery,  that  the  (hip  carries  pro- 
hibited and  contraband  merchandizes,  configned  to  an  enemy's  port,  it  (hall  not  be  permitted 
to  open  the  hatches  of  the  faid  (hip,  nor  any  cafe,  cheft,  trunk,  bale,  calk  or  other  cafes,  con^- 
tained  therein,  or  to  difplace  or  remove  the  leaft  part  of  the  merchandize,  whether  the  (hip  be^ 
longs  to  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  or  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  until  die.  cargo- 
has  been  landed  in  the  prefence  of  the  officers  of  the  Admiralty,  and  an  inventory  taken  of 
them  ;  but  they  (hall  not  be  permitted  to  fell,  exchange,  or  difpofe  of  the  (hips  or'cargoes,  ia- 
any  manner  whatever,  until  a  fair  and  legal  enquiry  has  been  made,  the  contraband  declared^ 
and  the  court  of  Admiralty  (hall  have  pronounced  the  cbnfifcation  by  judgment,  iieverihelefs. 
without  prejudice  of  (hips  or  cargoes,  which,  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  (hall  be-confidered  as- 
free.'    It  (hall  not  be  permitted  to  retain  merchandizes,  under  pretence  that  they  were  found, 
among  contraband  goods,  and  ftill  Jefs  to  confifcate  them  as  legal  prizes.     In  cafe  where  a  part 
only,  and  not  the  whole  of  the  cargo,  confifts  of  contraband  articles,  and  that  the  commander 
of  the  (hip  confents  to  deliver  up  to  the  captor  what  (hall  be  difcovered,  then  the  captain,  wha 
fhall  have  made  the  prize,  after  having  received  thoip  articles,  (hail  inrmediately  releafe  the 
fbip,  and  in  no  manner  prevent  it  from  purfuing  its  voyage ;  but  in  cafe  that  the  whole  of  the 
contraband  articles  cannot  be  all  taken  into  the  velTel  of  the  captor,  then  the  captain  of  fuch. 
veflcl  fhall  remain  maftcr  of  his  prize,  notwithftanding  the  offer  to  give  up  the  contraband 
goods,  and  conduct  the  (hip  into  the  neareft  port,  conformably  to  what  is  above  fpecified. 

**  XIV.  It  is  agreed,  on  the  contrary,  that  every  thing  that  (hall  be  found  embarked  by  the 
rcfpeflive  fubjcfts,  in  (hips  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  other  party,,  or  their  fubjefts,. 
ihall  be  confifcated,  without  regard  to  their  being  prohibited  or  not,  in- the  fame  manner  as  if 
they  belonged  to  the  enemy ;  excepting,  however,  fuch  efFefts  and  merchandizes  as  had  beeai 
put  on  board  the  (aid  (hips  before  the  declaration  of  war^  or  even  after  the  faid  declaration,  if 
they  were  ignorant  of  it  at  the  time  of  loading;  fo  that  the  merchandizes  of  the  fubjeds  of 
both  parties,  whether  they  be  found  among  contraband  goods  or  otherwife,-  which,  as  hath 
been  juft  mentioned,  (hall  have  been  put  on  board  a  Ihip  belonging  to  the  enemy,  before  the 
war,  or  even  after  the  faid  declaration^  when,  unknown  to  them,  (hall  not  be,  in  any  manner, 
fubjeft  to  coikfifcation,  but  (hall  be  faithfully  and  truly  reftored^.  without  delay,, to  the  owners 
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CGOCndsand  goods  info  an  caesj's  ports.     Use  taro  cootr^^inLr  partks 
cspifatkMt  of  two  mfmAn  ftntn  the  cfecbrabon  of  v2r,  ttKir  refpe^iTe  tz 
fOft  of  die  ir<»fU  ibrrcr  tbcy  II12II  cook,  ihall  act  be  persciOfrd  to  pjsad  ^nt 
fiiM^  io  tfkij  vudc* 

^  Kad  f a  onkr  die  moic  c&Aoalif  to  fiecnre  tLs  fab^eds  of  tii>e  tx^o  cor« 
firofli  wtcemng  aoj  pfcjadice  from  die  ihtps  of  war  or  priratsers  of  cither  partr,  orders  ihall  be 
^Teo  Io  all  caqyCaios  of  flupt  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  3»bjdtr  and  the  uid  U.^iitcd  Scares,  and  to 
all  dieir  fobjeAs,  to  avoid  ctknng  iofolt  or  doing  daougc  to  tbe  Ibips  of  citlier  party ;  and 
wboerer  iball  aft  contrary  to  tfaeie  orders^  ifaall  be  ptiiiiilied  for  it,  and  &all  be  bound  and 
oUiged  petibnallT,  in  their  own  tdt&§^  to  repair  all  ftxh  damages  and  lolTes. 

^'  XVU  All  ibipf  and  merchandizes  of  what  natore  foerer,  which  Iball  be  taken  oot  of  the 
hands  of  piiales  on  tbe  high  feu,  fliall  be  condodcd  into  fomc  pon  of  the  two  Itatss,  and  fiull 
be  committed  to  the  care  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  laid  port,  in  order  that  tbcj  mar  be  entirely 
leftored  to  tbe  rig^  owner,  as  ibon  as  fucb  property  fliail  be  fully  and  ckarly  proTed. 

*^  XVIL  The  (hips  of  war  of  bb  moft  Cbrifiian  Majefty,  and  thofe  of  the  United  Sutes» 
as  wdl  M  prtirateers  fitted  out  by  their  fobjeds,  ihail  be  at  foil  liberty  to  condaft  where  they 
pleale  foch  priaes  as  diey  fhall  take  from  the  enemy,  withoot  being  amenable  to  the  jurifdic* 
tion  of  d)eir  admirals  or  admindty,  or  any  other  power ;  and  the  laid  Teflels  or  prizes,  entering 
into  tbe  harboors  or  potts  of  his  moil  Chriftian  Kfajefty,  or  thofe  of  the  laid  United  Sutcs, 
ibali  be  neither  flopped  nor  feized^  nor  fhall  the  officers  of  fnch  places  enqoire  into  the  vali- 
dity of  the  laid  prizes^  but  fhall  be  permitted  to  depart  fireely  and  at  fall  liberty,  to  fnch  places 
as  diroded  in  the  commi ffions,  which  the  capuins  of  the  laid  fhips  fhall  be  obliged  to  produce. 
And,  on  the  contrary,  they  fhall  neither  give  fecnrity  nor  retreat,  in  their  ports  or  harbours, 
to  any  prizes  made  on  the  fnbjeAsof  his  Majefty,  or  the  faid  United  Sutes  ;  and,  if  fach  fhall 
be  found  to  enter  dieir  ports,  throogb  ftorms  or  dangers  of  the  fca,  they  fhall  be  obliged  to 
depart  as  ibon  as  poffible. 

^^  XVIIL  Should  a  fhip  belonging  to  either  of  the  two  States,  or  their  fubjeds,  run  a* 
grotind,  be  wrecked,  or  f after  other  damages,  upon  the  coafts  belonging  10  one  of  the  two 
parties,  they  ihall  give  all  friendly  aid  and  af&fUnce  to  fach  as  are  in  danger,  and  take  eyery 
method  to  fecoie  their  fafe  paflage,  and  return  to  their  own  country. 

**  XIX«  When  tbe  fubjcAs  and  inhabiunu  of  one  of  tbe  two  parties  with  their  fhips,  whe- 
ther men  of  war,  privateers,  or  ipcrchantmen,  ihall  be  forced  by  foul  weather,  by  tbb  pur- 
fuits  of  piutes  or  enemies,  or  by  any  other  urgent  neceffity,  to  feek  fhelter  and  refuge,  to  run 
into  and  enter  fome  river,  bay;  road,  or  port  belonging  to  one  of  the  two  parties,  they  fhal^ 
be  received  and  treated  with  humanity  and  kindnpfs,  and  fhall  enjoy  all  the  friendfhip,  pro- 
tsAion  and  aiCftance,  and  fhall  be  permitted  to  procure  refreihmenu,  provifioas  and  every 
thing  necell^ry  for  their  fabfiftence,  for  tbe  repairing  of  their  fhips,  and  to  enable  them  to 
purfue  their  voyage,  paying  a  reafonable  price  for  every  thing;  and  tbcy  fhall  not  be  detained 
in  any  manner,  nor  prevented  quitting  tbe  faid  poru  or  roads,  but  fhall  be  permitted  to  depart 
at  plcafurei  without  any  obfAacle  or  impediment. 

**  XX,  In  order  the  better  to  promote  tlie  commerce  of  .the  two  parties,  it  is  agreed,  that 
in  cafe  a  war  fhould  commence  between  the  two  faid  nations^  fix  months  fhall  be  allowed, 
after  the  declaration  of  w^r,  to  tbe  mercbanu  living  in  their  towns  and  cities,  to  coileA  and 
Ifanfpprt  t^ir  mercbMdlfe }  «odi  if  aoy  part  of  them  ihall  he  flolen  or  damaged^  during  the 
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1778  time  above  prcfcribed  by  cither  of  the  two  parties,  their  people  or  fabjeds  (hall  be  obliged  to 
snake  full  and  perfed:  fatisfaflion  for  the  fame. 

^'  XXI.  No  fubjeft  of  the  Moft  Chrifiian  King  ihall  take  a  commiflion,  or  letters  of 
marque,  to  arm  any  fhip  or  vefTel^  to  a£t  as  a  privateer  againft  the  faid  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  or  againft  their  fubjefts,  people  or  inhabitants,  or  againft  their  property,  or  that  of 
the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any  Prince  whatever,  with  whom  the  faid  United  States 
ihall  be  at  war.  In  like  manner,  no  citizen,  fubjeft  or  inhabitant  of  the  faid  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  fhall  demand  or  accept  any  commiflion  or  letters  of  marque,  to  arm  anylhips 
or  veffels,  to  aft  againft  the  fubjefts  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  or  any  of  them,  or  their 
property,  from  any  Prince  or  State  whatever,  with  whom  his  faid  Majefty  may  be  at  war ;  and 
if  any  of  the  two  nations  fhall  take  fuch  commiflions  or  letters  of  marque,  they  (hall  be  pu« 
ni(hed  as  pirates. 

**  XXII-  No  foreign  privateer,  not  belonging  to  fome  fubjeft  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty, or  to  a  citizen  of  the  faid  United  States,  which  Ihall  have  a  commiflion  from  any  Prince 
or  power  at  war  with  one  of  the  two  nations,  (hall  be  permitted  to  arm  their  (hips  in  the  ports 
of  one  of  the  two  parties,  nor  to  fell  their  prizes,  nor  to  clear  their  (hips,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  of  their  merchandizes,  or  any  part  of  their  cargo  ;  they  (hall  not  even  be  permitted 
to  purchafe  any  other  provifions,  thaii  fuch  as  are  neceflary  to  carry  them  to  the  neareft  port 
of  the  Prince  or  State  of  whom  they  hold  their  commiflion. 

**  XXIII.  All  and  each  of  the  fubjcfts  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  as  well  as  the  citizens, 
people  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States,  (hall  be  permitted  to  work  their  veilels  in  fuIL 
liberty  and  fecurity,  without  any  exception  being  niade  thereto,  on  account  of  the  proprietors 
of  merchandizes  on  board  the  faid  ve(iels,  coming  from  any  port  whatever,  and  deftined  for 
fome  place  belonging  to  a  power  aftually  an  enemy,  or  which  may  become  fuch,  of  his  Moft 
^  Chriftian  Majefty  or  the  United  States.  It  (hall  be  equally  permitted  to  the  fubjcfts  and  in- 
habitants above-mentioned,  to  navigate  their  (hips  and  merchandizes,  and  to  frequent,  with 
the  fame  liberty  and  fecurity,  the  places,  ports  and  havens  of  the  powers,  enemies  to  the  two  , 
contrafting  parties,  or  one  of  them,  without  oppofition  or  moleftation,  and  to  trade  witli 
them,  not  only  direftly  from  ports  of  the  enemy  to  any  neutral  port,  but  alfo  from  one  port 
of  the  enemy  to  another  of  the  fame,  whether  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  one  or  more;  and  it 
is  ftipulatcd  by  the  prefent  treaty,  that  all  free  veflcls  (hall  equally  enjoy  the  liberty  of  trade, 
and  that  every  thing  (hall  be  judged  free  which  is  found  on  board  the  (hips  belonging  to  the 
fubjcfts  of  one  of  the  contra^ing  parties,  even  though  the  cargo,  or  part  of  it,  (hould  belong 
to  the  enemies  of  one  of  them  ;  excepting  always,  however,  all  contraband  goods.  It  is  equally 
agreed,  that  the  fame  liberty  (hall  extend  to  perfons  on  board  fuch  free- (hips,  even  though  they 
(hall  be  enemies  to  one  of  the  two  contrafting  parties,  and  (hall  not  be  taken  from  the  faid 
(hips,  unlefs  in  arms,  and  aftually  in  the  enemy's  fervice. 

"  XXIV.  This  free  navigation  and  commerce  is  extended  to  all  forts  of  merchandizes,  ex- 
cepting only  fuch  as  (hall  be  deemed  contraband  or  prohibited,  and  under  fuch  denomination 
are  comprehended  arms,  cannon,  bombs,  with  their  fufees  and  other  appurtenances,  bullets, 
powder,  matches,  pikes, .  fwords,  lanc^,  darts,  halberts,  mortars,  petards,  granades,  faltpetre, 
fulils,  balls,  bucklers,  cafques,  cuirafles,  coats  of  mail,  and  other  arms  of  that  kind,  proper 
for  the  defence  of  foldiers;  gun-locks,  (houlder-belts,  horfes  and  their  trappings,  and  all  other 
inftruments  of  war  whatever.  The  following  merchandizes  are  not  to  be  confidcred  as  con- 
traband or  prohibited,  viz.  all  forts  of  cloths,  and  other  woollen  ftufFs,  linen,  fiik,  cotton. 
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1778  or  other  fuch  matters ;  all  forts  of  cloaths,  with  the  materials  of  which  they  are  ufually  madcj 
gold  or  filver,  cither  in  fpecie  or  otherwife,  pewter,  iron,  l^ten,  copper^  brafs,  coals,  and 
even  wheat  and  barley,  and  all  other  forts  of  grain  and  roots ;  tobacco  and  all  forts  of  fpices, 
falted  and  dried  proviiions,  dried  fidi,  cheefe  and  butter,  beer,  oil,  wine,  fag.ar,  and  all  kinds 
of  fait,  and  in  general,  all  kinds  of  proviiions  neceflary  for  the  nourifhment  of  man,  and  for 
the  fupport  of  life;  alfo  all  forts  of  cotton,  hemp,  linbn,  pitch,  ur,  cords,  tables^  fails,  can- 
vas for  fails,  anchors,  parts  of  anchors,  mafts,  planks,  timber  and  wood  of  all  kinds,  and  all 
other  things  proper  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  fhips,  and  other  matters  whatfoever, 
which  arc  not  in  the  form  of  warlike  inftruments  for  fea  or  land,  fhall  not  be  reputed  contra- 
band, much  lefs  fuch  as  are  already  prepared  for  other  ufes.  All  the  articles  above-mentioned 
are  to  be  comprifed  among  the  free  articles  of  merchandize,  as  well  as  all  the  other  merchan- 
dizes and  effe£ts  which  are  not  comprifed  and  particularly  named  in  the  lift  of  contraband  mer* 
chandizes ;  fo  that  they  may  be  tranfported  and  condu£ted  in  the  freeft  manner,  by  the  fub- 
jefts  of  the  two  contra£ling  parties,  into  any  of  the  enemy's  ports;  excepting,  however,  that 
fuch  places  are  not  aftually  befieged^  blocked  up,  or  invefted. 

**  XXV.  In  order  to  remove  and  prevent  diflentions  and  quarrels  on  either  fide,  it  is 
agreed,  that  in  caJe  one  of  the  two  parties  fhall  find  themfelvcs  engaged  in  a  war,  the  Ihips  and 
veffeU  belonging  to  the  fubje£ls  or  people  of  the  otlier  ally,  fhall  be  provided  with  marine 
pafTports,  which  (hall  exprefs  the  name,  properly  and  burden  of  the  fhip,  as  well  as  the  name 
and  place  of  abode  of  the  mafter  and  commander  of  the  faid  fhip,  in  order  that  it  may  from 
thence  appear,  that  the  fame  fhip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  fubje£ts  of  one  of  the  two  con- 
trading  parties.  Thefe  paflports  are  to  be  annually  renewed,  in  cafe  the  fhip  returns  home  in 
the  fpace  of  one  year.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  the  above-mentioned  fhips,  in  cafe  they  fliall  be 
laden,  are  to  be  provided  not  only  with  pafTports,  but  alfo  with  certificates,  containing  the 
particulars  of  the  cargo,  the  place  from  whence  the  fhip  came,  and  a  declaration  of  what  con- 
traband goods  are  on  board ;  which  certificate  is  to  be  made  in  the  accuftomed  form,  by  the 
officers  of  the  place  from  whence  the  fhip  failed ;  and  if  it  be  judged  neceflary  or  prudent  to  ex- 
prefs in  the  faid  paffports  the  perfons  to  whom  the  merchandize  belongs,  it  muft  be  freely^ 
complied  with. 

«*  XXVI.  In  cafe  any  fhips  of  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  two  contrafting 
parties  fhould  approach  the  coaft  of  the  other,  without  any  intention  to  enter  the  port,  or, 
after  having  entered  it,  without  any  intention  to  unload  their  cargo,  or  break  bulk,  they  fhall 
conduft  themfelves,  in  that  refpeft^  according  to  the  general  rules  prefcribed,  or  to  be  pre- 
fcribed,  relative  to  that  matter. 

"  XXVII.  When  any  vefTcl  belonging  to  tlie  faid  fubjefts,  people,  and  inhabitants  of  one 
of  the  two  parties,  feall  meet,  while  failing  along  the  coaft  or  on  the  open  fea,  a  fhip  of  war 
or  privateer  belonging  to  the  other,  the  faid  fhip  of  war  or  privateer  in  order  tonvoid  diforder, 
fhall  bring  fuch  veflfel  to,  and  fend  her  boat  with  two  or  three  on  board  her,  to  whom  the  maf- 
ter or  commander  of  the  merchantman  fhall  produce  his  paflport,  and  prove  the  property  of 
the  vefTel ;  and  as  foon  as  fuch  paflport  fhall  be  produced,  the  mafter  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  pur- 
fuc  his  voyage,  without  being  molcfted,  or  in  any  other  manner  driven  or  forced  to  alter  his 
intended  courfe.  c 

*•  XXVIIL  It  is  agreed,  that  when  the  merchandizes  fhall  be  put  on  board  fhips  or  veflcls 
of  one  of  the  two  contrafting  parties,  they  fhall  not  be  fubjeft  to  be  examined  again,  all  fucli 
examination  and  fearch  being  to  be  made  before  loading,  and  the  prohibited  goods  being  to  be 
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or  proofs  of  fraudulent  praftices  :  fo  that  no  fubjcft  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  or  of  the 
United  States,  can  be  flopped  or  molefted  for  tliat  caufe  by  any  kind  of  embargo ;  but  fuch 
fubjefts  of  the  State  who  fhall  prefu me  to  vend  or  fell  fuch  merchandizes  as  are  prohibited, 
Ihall  be  duly  puniflied  for  fuch  infra&ion  of  the  treaty. 

**  XXIX.  The  two  contrafting  parties  mutually  grant  each  other  the  right  of  maintaining, 
in  their  refpe&ive  ports,  confuls,  vice-confuls,  agents  and  commiflaries,  whofe  buiinefs  (hall 
be  regulated  by  a  particular  convention. 

^*  XXX.  In  order  further  to  forward  and  facilitate  the  commerce  between  the  fubjcfts  of 
the  United  States  and  France,  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  will  allow  them  in  Europe  one  or 
more  free  ports,  to  which  they  may  bring  and  fell  all  the  commodities  and  merchandizes  of 
the  Thirteen  United  States.  His  Majefty  will  alfo  grant  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  faid  States,  the 
free  ports  which  have  been,  and  arc  open,  in  the  French  iflands  of  America,  all  which  free 
.ports  the  faid  fubjefts  of  the  United  States  fhall  enjoy,  conformably  to  the  regulations  which 
determine  that  matter. 

"  XXXI.  The  prefcnt  treaty  (hail  be  ratified  by  both  parties,  and  thi  ratifications  exchanged 
.    within  the  fpacc  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if  may  be.     In  witnefs  of  which  the  rcfpeftive  ple- 
nipotentiaries hav«figned  the  above  articles,  both  in  the  French  and  Engli(h  language  ;  never- 
thelefs  declaring,  that  the  prefcnt  treaty  was  originally  digcfted  and  fettled  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, to  which  they  have  affixed  their  hands  and  feals. 

"  Given  at  Paris  the  fixth  day  of  the  month  of  February,  1778. 

"  C.  A.  Gerard. 
**  B.  Franklin. 
*'  Silas  Deane. 
**  Arthur  Lee." 
The  following. IS  a  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  Louis  XVI.  and 
the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  concluded  at  Paris,  February  6,  1778. 

"  Article  I.  Ifwarfhould  break  out  between  France  and  Great  Britain  during  thecontinu* 
ance  of  the  prefent  yvsLV  between  the  United  States  and  England,  iiis  Majefty  and  the  faid 
United  States  fhall  make  it  a  common  caufe,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  of- 
fices, their  councils  and  their  forces^  according  to  the  exigency  of  conjunfturesi  as  becomes 
good  and  faithful  allies. 

**  II.  The  cflential  and  direft  end  of  the  prefent  defcnfivc  alliance  IS,  to  maintain  cfFcftual- 
ly  the  liberty^,  fovereignty  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  of  the  faid  United 
States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce. 

**  III.  The  two  contraQing  parties  fhall  each  on  its  own  part,  and  in  the  manner  it  may 
judge  moft  proper,  make  all  the  efforts  in  its  power  againft  their  common  enemy,  in  order  to 
attain  the  end  propofcd. 

*•  The  contrafting  parties  agree,  that  in  cafe  either  of  them  fhould  form  any  particular 
cnterprize  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  other  party  may  be  defired,  the  party  whofe  con- 
currence is  defired,  fhall  readily  and  with  good  faith  join  to  aft  in  concert  for  that  purpofe,  as 
far  as  circumftances  and  its  own  particular  fituation  will  permit,  and  in  that  cafe,  they  fhall 
legulate  by  a  particular  convention  the  quality  and  kind  of  fuccour  to  be  furnifhed,  and  the 
time  and  manner  of  its  being  brought  into  aftion,  as  well  as  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  its 
compcnfation; 

E  e  a  ••  V.  If 
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remaining  in  the  northern  parts  of  America,  or  the  iflands  of  Bermudasy  thofe  countries  or 
iflandSy  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  (hall  be  confederated  with,  or  dependent  upon,  the  faid  United 
States.  -  ^ 

**  VI.  The  Moll  Chriftian  King  renounces  for  ever  the  pofleffion  of  tlie  iflands  of  Ber-. 
mudaSy  as  well  as  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of  North  America^  which  before  the  treaty  of 
Paris,  in  1763,  or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty,  were  acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  or  to  the  United  States,  heretofore  called  Britilh  colonies,  or  which  are  at  this 
time,  or  have  lately  been  under  the  power  of  the  King  and  crown  of  Great  Britain. 

"  VII.  If  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  Ihall  think  proper  to  attack  any  of  the  iflands  fituatcd 
in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  or  near  that  Gulph,  which  arc  at  prefent  under  thcx  power  of  Great 
Britain,  all  the  faid  ifles,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  (hall  appertain  to  the  crown  of  France. 

*•  VIII.  Neither  of  the  two  parties  (hall  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
without  die  formal  confent  of  the  other  firft  obtained ;  and  they  mutually  engage  not  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  until  the  independence  of  the  United  States  (hall  have  been  formally  or 
tacitly  aflTured  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  that  (hall  terminate  the  war. 

"  IX.  The  contrafting  parties  declare,  that,  being  rcfolved  to  fuliii,  each  on  its  own  part, 
the  claufes'  and  conditions  of  the  prelent  treaty  of  alliance,  according  to  its  own  power  and 
circumftances,  there  (hall  be  no  after-claims  of  compenfation,  on  one  (ide  or  the  other,  what- 
ever may  be  the  event  of  the  war. 

**  X.  The  Moft  Chriftian  King  and  the  United  States  agree,  to  invite  or  admit  other 
powers,  who  may  have  received  injuries  from.  England,  to  make  a  common  caufe  with  them, 
and  to  accede  to  the  prefent  alliance,  under  fuch  conditions  as  (hall  be  freely  agreed  to,  and 
fettled  between  all  the  parties. 

*'  XI.  The  two  parties  guarantee  mutually  from  the  prefent  time,  and  for  ever,  againft  all 
other  powers,  to  wit.  The  United  States  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  the  prefent  pofTeflions 
of  the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as  thofe  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty 
of  peace;  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  guarantees  on  his  part  to  the  United  States,  their 
liberty,  fovcreignty  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  govern- 
ment as  commerce,  and  alfo  their  pofleflions,  and  the  additions^  or  conquefts  that  their  con- 
federation may  obtain  during  the  war,  from  any  of  the  dominioiis  now  or  heretofore  pofle(red 
by  Great  Britain  in  North  America,  conformable  to  the  fifth  and  fixth  articles  above  written^ 
the  whole  of  their  poiTeflions  (hall  be  fixed  and  aftured  to  the  faid  States,  at  the  moment  of  the 
ce(ration  of  their  prefent  war  with  England. 

*•  XII.  In  order  to  fixmore  precifcly  the  fenfe  and  application  of  the  preceding  article,  the 
contrafting  parties  declare,  that  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  the  reci- 
procal guarantee  declared  in  the  faid  article  (hall  have  its  full  force  and  eiFed  the  moment  fuch 
war  (hall  break  out;  and  if  fuch  rupture  (hall  not  take  place,  the  mutual  obligations  of  the 
faid  guarantee  (hall  not  commence  until  the  moment  of  the  ceflation  of  the  prefent  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England,  (hall  have  afcertained  their  pofleflions. 

"  XIII.  The  prefent  treaty  (hall  be  ratified  on  both  fides,  and  the  ratifications  (hall  be  ex- 
changed in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if  polfible, 

*•  Done  at  Paris  the  fixth  day  of  February,  1778..  «'  C.  A.Gerard,  (L.  S.) 

"  B.  Franklin,  (L.  S.) 
"  Silas  Deane,  (L.  S.) 
<*  Arthur  Lee,  (L.  S.) 

On 
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On  the  feventeenth  of  February^  the  .minifter  introduced  a  conciliatory  (cheme  to  Parh'a- 
ment,  which  was  compofed  of  two  bills  under  the  following  heads : — A  bill  for  declaring  the 
intentions  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  concerning  thecxercife  of  the  right  of  im]po(ing 
taxes  within  his  Majefty's  colonies,  provinces  and  plantations  in  North  America;  and  a  bilL 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  appoint  commif]ioners»  with  fufficient  powers  to  treat,  confalt  and 
agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  diforders  fabfifting  in  certain  of  the  colonies,  plantations 
and  provinces  of  North  America. 

By  thefe  bills  it  was  intended  to  appoint  five  commii&oners,  to  be  endowed  with  very  ample 
powers,  who  fhould  be  enabled  to  treat  with  the  Congrefs  by  name,  as  if  it  were  a  legal  body, 
and  fo  far  to  give  it  authenticity,  as  to  fappofe  its  a£ls  and  conceiTions  binding  on  all  America^ 
They  were  alfo  to  be  authorifed  to  treat  with  any  of  the  provincial  aliemblies  upoi>  the  con- 
fiitution  they  had  adopted,  and  with  any  individuals  in  their  civil  and  military  capacities,  to 
order  a  fufpenlion  of  arms,  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  the  laws,  to  grant  all  forts  of  pardons, 
immunities  and  rewards,  and  to  reftore  all  die  colonies,  or  any  of  .them,  to  the  fprm  of  its  an* 
cient  conftitution,  as  it  Hood  before  the  troubles  ;  as  well  as  (in  any  of  thofe  where  the  King 
nominated  the  governors,  council,  judges  and  other  magiftrates,)  to  nominate  fuch,  at  their 
difcretion,  until  his  further  pleafure  fhould  be  known. 

Should  the  Americans  claim  the  title  of  Independent  States,  in  negociating  with  the  com- 
miffidners,  the  renunciation  of  it  was  not  to  be  iniifted  upon,  until  the  treaty  had  received  its 
final  ratification  by  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  The  commiffioners  Were  alfo 
to  receive  inftrudions  to  negociate  for  fome  reafonable  and  moderate  contrU>uti6n  towards  the 
common  defence  of  the  empire,  when  brought  to  a  ftate  of  re-union ;  but,  that  no  pretence 
snight  remain  for  not  bringing  thefe  unhappy  differences  to  a  termination,  the  contribution 
was  not  to  be  infilled  upon  as  an  unrelaxing  part  of  the  treaty  ;  while  the  Americans,  fhould 
they  refufe  a  propofition,  of  a  nature  at  once  fo  juft  and  reafonable,  would  yield  every  claim 
of  future  fupport  from  that  part  of  the  en^ire^  to  whofe  expence  they  had  refufed  to 
contribute. 

The  minifter  concluded  his  fpeech  on  the  occafion  with  declaring,  that  the  conceflions  her 
propofed  did  not  proceed  from  neceffity,  but  frpm  reafon  ;  that  Great  Britain  was  by  no  means 
difabled  from  coittinuing  the  war;  that  more  troops  might  be  raifed  if  more  fhould  be  wanted ;. 
that  the  navy  was  in  great  power;  that  the  revenue  to  fupport  them  was  ftill.  flourifhing,  and 
that  the  funds  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,  would  be  very  fhortly  provided  at  a  mo* 
derate  intereft. 

Thefe  bills  met  with  no  material  oppofition;  and,  after  undergoing  fcveral  alterations, 
pafledthe  Houfc  without  a  divifion.  By  thefe  alterations,  the  powers  of  the  commiffionera 
were,  however,  greatly  narrowed  from  the  idea  of  them  firft  held  out  by  the  minifler :  a  claufe 
was  introduced  to  repeal  the  American  tea  ad,  pafled  in  the  year  1767  ;  the  provifions  of  the 
bill  extended  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  fome  change  of  cxpreffion  wis  made  in  the  title  of  the 
bill,  which  in  the  firft  form  might  have  been  a  preliminary  objedion.to  the  Americans  to 
enter  upon  the  treaty  it  was  intended  to  produce. 

At  length  we  come  to  that  decifive  moment,  when  France  determined  to  throw  off  the 
appearance  of  friendfhip,  which  ftill  fubfifted  between  that  country  and  Great  Britain :  fhe 
now  made  an  open  declaration  of  her  intentions  relating  to  America ;  and,  on  the  thirteenth 
of  March,  the  French  ambafTadoft  prefented  the  declaration  of  his  fovercign  to  the  court  of 
London,  acknowledging  the  independence  of  tlie  North  American  colonies.    This  declara* 
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liament. 

•*  His  Majcfty  having  been  informed,  by  order  of  the  French  King,  that  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  has  been  iigned  between  the  court  of  France,  and  certain  perfons  employed  by 
his  Majcfty's  revolted  fubjefts  in  North  America,  has  judged  it  neccffary  to  direft,  that  a  copy 
•of  the  declaration,  delivered  by  the  French  ambaflador  to  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth,  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  acquaint  them,  that  his  Majefty 
has  thought  proper,  in  confequence  of  tins  ofFenfive  communication  on  the  part  of  the  court 
of  France,  to  fend  orders  to  his  ambaflador  to  withdraw  from  that  court. 

^*  His  Majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  the  juftice  and  good  faith  of  his  condu£t  towards  foreign 
powers,  and  the  fincerity  of  his  wilhes  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  will  be  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  world  ;  and  his  Majefty  trufts,  that  he  fliall  not  ftand  refponfible  for  the  dif- 
turbance  of  thaflranquillity,  if  he  fbould  find  himfelf  called  upon  to  refcnt  fo  unprovoked 
and  fo  unjuft  an  aggrefCon  on  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  eftential  interefts  of  his  king- 
doms, contrary  to  the  moft  folemn  afTurances,  fubverfive  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  injurious 
to  the  rights  of  every  fovereign  power  in  Europe. 

**  His  Majefty,  relying,  with  the  firmeft  confidence,  on  the  zealous  and  aiFe£tionate  fup- 
port  of  his  faithful  people,  is  determined  to  be  prepared  to  exert,  if  it  fhall  become  neccffary, 
all  the  force  and  refources  of  his  kingdoms ;  which,  he  trufts,  will  be  found  adequate  to  repel 
every  infult  and  attack,  and  to  maintain  and  uphold  the  power  and  reputation  of  this  country, 

"  G.  R.'V 

The  declaration,  mentioned  in  the  meflage,  was  as  follows : 

**  The  under-figned  ambaflador  of  his  Moft  Chfiftian  Majefty,  has  received  exprefs  orders 
to  make  the  following  declaration  to  the  court  of  London. 

**  The  United  States  of  North  America,  who  are  in  full  poffcffion  of  independence,  as 
yrdnou need  by  them  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  having  propofed  to  the  King  to  confolidate, 
by  a  formal  convention,  the  connection  begun  to  be  eftablifhed  between  the  two  nations,  the 
refpedive  plenipotentiaries  have  figned  a  treaty  of  friendfhip  and  commerce,  defigned  to  ferve 
as  a  foundation  for  their  mutual  good  correfpondence. 

"  His  Majefty  being  determined  to  cultivate  the  good  underftanding  fubfifting  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  by  every  means  compatible  with  his  dignity  and  the  good  of  his 
fubyeAs^  thinks  it  neceffary  to  make  his  proceeding  known  to  the  court  of  London,  and  to 
declare  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  contrafting  parties  have  paid  great  attention  not  to  ftipulatc 
any  exclufive  advantages  in  favour  of  the  French  nation;  and  that  the  United  States  have  re- 
ferved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  every  nation  whatever,  upon  the  fame  footing  of  equality 
and  reciprocity. 

*'  In  making  this  communication  to  the  court  of  London,  the  King  is  firmly  perfuaded  it 
will  find  new  proofs  of  his  Majefty's  conftant  and  fincere  difpofition  for  peace ;  and  that  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  animated  by  the  fame  fentiments,  will  equally  avoid  every  thing  that  may 
alter  their  good  harmony  ;  and  he  will  particularly  take  efFe£tual  meafures  to  prevent  the  com- 
merce betwden  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  and  the  United  States  of  North  America  from  being  in- 
terrupted, and  to  caufe  all  the  ufages,  received  between  commercial  nations,  to  be,  in  this  re- 
fped,  obferved,  and  all  thefe  rules  which  can  be  faid  to  fubfift  between  the  two  crowns  of 
France  and  Great  Britain. 
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Britifli  minifter,  that  the  King  his  maftcr  being  determined  to  protcft  efFeftually  the  lawful 
commerce  of  his  fubjefts,  and  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  his. flag,  his  Majefty  has,  in  confe* 
quenccy  taken  eventual  meafures  in  concert  with  the  United  States  of  North  America, 

*^  (Signed,) 
"  Dated  London,  March  ij,  1778.  Le  M.  De  Noailles."' 

In  the  committees  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  which  were  at  this  time  employed  in  ex- 
amining the  ftate  of  the  nation,  it  was  aflerted  by  the  fupporters  of  that  meafure,  that  a  very 
large  balance  was  due  from  the  merchants  in  North  America  to  the  merchants  in  London^ 
which  could  not  be  then  paid  by  the  ufual  remittances  in  goods,  &c.  in  confequence  of  the 
war ;  that  fince  the  paffing  of  the  feveral  afts  for  prohibiting  the  fifheries  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can colonies,  from  all  trade  and  commerce  with  this  kingdom,  and  for  making  prizes  of  their 
Ihipsi  &c.  the  number  of  veflels  belonging  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  taken  by  (hips  of 
war  ai\d  privateers  belonging  to  the  faid  colonies,  amounted  to  733;  of  which,  it  appeared, 
that  47  had  been  releafed,  and  127  retaken ;  but  that  the  lofs  on  the  latter  for  falvage,  intereft, 
on  the  value  of  the  cargo,  and  lofs  of  a  market,  muft  have  been  very  confiderable :  that  the  lofs 
of  tlic  remaining  559  vefTels,  which  were  carried  into  port,  appeared,  from  the  beft  mercantile 
information,  to  amount,  at  leaft,  to  2,6oo,oool, :  that  of  20a  fhips  annually  emplayed  in  the 
African  trade,  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  whofe  value,  upon  an  average,  was  about 
9,oool,  each,  there  were  not  then  40  (hips  employed  in  that  trade,  whereby  there  appeared  ta» 
be  a  diminution  inthatbranch  of  commerce  of  160  (hips,  which,  at  9,0001.  each,  amount  to 
a  lofs  of  1,440,000].  per  annum:  that  the  price  of  infurance  to  the  Weft  Indies  and  North 
America,  was  increafed  from  two  znd  two  and  an  half,,  to  five  per  cent,  witji  convoy ;  but^ 
without  convoy  and  unarmed,  the  fame  infurance  had  been  fo  high  as  fifteen  per  ccnx. ;  and 
that,  generally,  in  fuch  circumftances  (hips  could  not  be  infured  at  all :  that  the  price  of  fea- 
mens  wages  was  rai-fed  from  il.  los.  to  3I.  5s.  per  month :  tlut  the  price  of  pot-a(h  was  in- 
creafed from  8s.  to  3I.  103.  per  hundredweight:  tliat  the  price  of  fpcrmaceti  oil  was  raifed 
from  35I.  to  70L  per  ton  :  that  the  price  of  tar  was  augmented  from  7s.  and  8s,  to  30s.  per 
barrel :  that  the  price  of  fugars,  and  all  commodities  from  the  Weft  Indies,  and  divers  forts, 
of  naval  ftores  from  North  America,  was  greatly  enhanced  ;  and  that  the  number  of  American, 
privateers,  of  which  authentic  accounts  had  been  received,  amounted  to  173;  that  they  car- 
xied  2,556  guns,  and  13,840  feamen,  &c. 

On  the  fide  of  adminiftration  it  was  contended,  that  the  American  commerce  bad  fufFered 
more  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  that,  upon  a  fair  examination,  a  confiderable  balance 
would  be  found  in  our  favour.  In  fupport  of  this  pofition  it  was  faid,  that  the  evidence  of  the 
merchants  on  the  occafion  Was  extremely  partial ;  that  their  eftimates  in  point  of  value  were 
rated  too  high,  and  their  lifts  of  (hips,  taken  by  the  enemy,  erroneous  :  that  if  fome  branches 
of  commerce  had  failed,  others  of  greater  value  were  eftabli(hed :  that  the  benefits  to  be  deriv 
cd  from  the  Southern  fi(hery,  and  the  American  (hare  of  |he  Newfoundland  fi(hery,  (which 
was  calculated  in  a  duplicate  ftate  as  a  prize  to  u&  and  a  lofs  to  them,)  (hould  be  very  highl/ 
rated :  that  the  number  of  American  prizes  which  had  been  taken  was  904,  which,  at  the 
moderate  valuation  of  2,oool.  each  (hip  and  cargo,  upon  an  average,  would  amount  to 
I,8o8,oool. ;  to  which,  if  the  value  of  the  filheries  were  added,  it  would  appear,  that,  in  the 
article  of  mercantile  profit  and  lofs,  Great  Britain  was  a  confiderable  gainer  from  the  conteft 
between  her  and  America. 

The 
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1778  The  diftrefies  of  Ireland  bad  loiig  been  ati  objcft  of  regret,  even  with  many  of  thofe  who 
had  no  particular  intcrcft  in  that  country.  Without  entering  into  the  caufes  from  which  they 
originated,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  they  had  grown  to  their  prefent  alarming  and 
deplorable  ftate,  under  the  unhappy  confequences  of  the  American  war ;  fo  that  the  countr/ 
became  unequal  to  the  fupport  o#that  great  eftablifhment  with  which  it  had  encumbered  itfelf, 
when  the  dourilhing  ftate  of  all  other  parts  of  the  BritiHi  empire,  bad  diffufed  a  large  portion 
of  profpcrity  to  the  Irilh  people. 

The  ftate  of  afiairs  became  now  fo  notorious,  and  the  confequences  were  faid  to  be  fq  urgent, 
that  thef  minifters  were  at  length  convinced  of  the  ncceflity  of  paying  attention  to  them,  and 
of  affording  fome  immediate  redrefs  to  the  grievances  under  which  Ireland,  at  this  time,  la,^ 
boured.  Earl  Nugent  accordingly  moved,  on  the  p.d  of  April,  that  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  ihould  be  appointed  to  confider  of  the  trade  of  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord  obfen'cd,  with 
great  truth,  that  the  conduft  of  Great  Britain  towards  itsfifter  kingdom,  had  been  no  lefs  im* 
politic  than  unjuft,  and  that  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  called  particularly  on  this  country 
to  enter  upon  a  revifion  of  the  Iri(h  trade  laws. 

•  This  motion  in  favour  of  Ireland  was  fupported  with  great  cordiality  by  every  part  of  the 
Houfe,  excepting  the  reprefentatives  of  certain  manufaSuring  towns,  who  thought  it  neceflary 
to  confult  their  conftituents,  with  whofe.interefts,  any  change  in  the  Irifli  trade  regulations 
might  interfere,  and  by  which  they  muft  be  governed  in  their  condudt  on  theoccalion. 

It  was  faid,  that  Ireland  was  now  become  the  chief  dependency  of  the  Britifh  crown,  and 
that  it  particularly  behoved  this  country,  under  its  prefent  circumftances,  to  admit  the  Irifh 
nation  to  the  privileges  of  Britifh  citizens  ;  a  meafure  which  true  political  wifdom  would  long 
fince  have  adopted.  That  the  reftriftions  on  the  Irifh  trade,  had  defeated  the  purpofe  for 
which  it  was  intended;  and,  inftead  of  promoting  theftaple  manufaflory  of  this  country,  in 
its  woollen  fabrics,  had  produced  a  dircA  contrary  effed  ;  as  the  Irifh,  in  order  to  pay  their 
rents,  were  under  a  neceffity  of  difpofing  of  the  produce  of  their  lands  ;  and,  as  they  were  not 
allowed  to  manufacture  their  wool,  to  find  a  market  for  it  wherever  they  could ,  that  all  par** 
tial  laws  and  unniitural  reftraints  muft  ever  fail  in  their  defign,  when  oppofed  to  the  operatioa 
of  fuch  a  necef5ty ;  that  France,  feeling  an  irremediable  want  of  the  raw  material  within  her- 
felf,  afforded  a  ready  market,  and  an  exorbitant  price  for  the  Irifh  wool :  that  the  cheapnefs 
of  living  and  other  circumftances  were,  however,  more  than  a  counterbalance  for  the  exceflive 
price  fhe  paid  for  the  raw  material,  and  that  fhe  was  thereby  enabled  to  arrive  at  fuch  a  ftate 
with  refpeft  to  her  woollen  manufacture,  as,  in  fome  degree,  to  rival  us  in  that  very  com- 
merce, of  which  we  were,  with  fo  much  reafon,  fo  very  jealous. 

.  Lord   Nugenfs  motions  were  placed  under  four  heads,   and  dire£ted  to   the  following 
purpofes: 

Firft,  That  the  Irifh  might  be  permitted  to  export  direftly  to  the  Britifh  plantations,  or  to 
the  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  Britifh  fhips,  navigated  according  to  law,  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandizes,  being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  legally 
imported  from  that  kingdom  ;  alfo  foreign  certificate  goods,  under  the  fame  condition. 

Secondly,  That  they  might  be  permitted  a  direCt  importation  into  Ireland  of  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandizes,  being  the  produce  of  any  of  the  Britifh  plantations,  or  of  the  fettle- 
ments on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  tobacco  only  excepted. 

Thirdly,  That  they  might  alfo  be  permitted  the  direA  exportation  from  Ireland,  to  alt 
places  except  Great  Britain,  of  glafs  manufaftured  in  that  kingdom. 

Fourthly, 
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1778      Fotirthly»  by  taking  offa  daty  amounting  to  a  prohibition,  the  importation  of  cotton  ysirii, 
the  manufiiAtire  of  Ireland,  was  permitted  in  Great  Britain. 

But  although  thefe  motions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to  for  the  prefent,  and  the  greateft 
good  wifhes  were  exprefied  for  the  fitter  kingdom  ;  nay,  although  the  miniftcr  had  acknow-^ 
ledged  that  the  Iriih  complained,  with  great  jaftice,  of  the  reftridions  of  our  trilde  laws,  and 
that  a  relaxation  of  them  would  benefit  the  Irilh,  and  ultimately  enrich  ourfelves, — a  very 
ftrong  opposition  grew  up  agaioft  the  njeafure.     A  general  alarm  was  fpread  through  nioft  of 
the  trading  and  manufafturing  parts  of  the  kingdom.     They  coniidered  the  admittance  of  Ire- 
land to  any  participation  in  trade,  .as  not  only  deftru£tive,  in  the  moft  ruinous  degree,  of  their 
property,  but  as  being  equally  fubverfivc  of  their  rights.     They  were  as  little  difpofed  to  con- 
fent,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  (hould  cultivate  their  own  manu&ftures,  apd  difpofe  of  their 
native  commodities  at  the  proper  foreign  markets,  as  they  were  to  admit  them  to-  any  limited 
degreeof  commercial  participation.     In  fhort,  the  alarm  was  univerfal,  and  took  fuch  abfo-> 
lute  pofieffion  of  the  public  attention,  that,  for  a  Ihort  time,  the  American  war.  and  all  its 
brooding  events,  appear  to  have  been  forgotten.     The  city  of  London,  however,  prefervcd 
the  dignity  of  its  high  commercial  charaftcr,  and  remained  uninfluenced  by  common  opinion, 
and  unmoved  by  popular  clamour.     Petitions,  therefore,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  were  prefented 
in  great  numbers,  and  ftrong  inftru£tions  fent  to  reprefentatives  on  the  occafion.     A  curious 
.    circumftance,  however,  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  bufinefs,  which  afforded  a  remarkable 
example  of  the  eagemefs  with  which  ill-founded  popular  apprehenfions  may  be  fometimes 
communicated  and  received  :— A  motion  had  been  made,  and  a  bill  was  accordingly  brought 
in,  for  the  importation  of  fail-cloth  from  Irelaiid.     This  was  founded  inamiftake;  as  the 
liberty  of  importing  Irifh  fail-cloth  was  already  eftablilhed  by  a  pofitive  law,  of  long  {landing : 
yet  this  bill  was  as  violently  oppofed  by  petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  as 
firongly  charged  with  deftrudive  confequences,  as  the  other  four  bills  which  it  accompanied, 
and  were  all  framed  on  rtew  grounds. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bills,  a  very  powerful  oppofition  appeared  againft  them.— It 
was  ftatedi  on  tliis  fide,  that  there  could  be  no  obje^ion  to  admit  Ireland  to  enjoy  a  free 
trade  equally  with  ourfelves,  provided  fhe  bore  an  equal  fliare  of  the  national  burthens ;  but 
that  no  tendency  to  fuch  a  provifion  was  contained  in  the  bills  before  them.— That  Ireland  * 
was  fuppofed  to  contain  two  millions  of  people,  and  they  were  taxed  at  one  million  of  money, 
which  was  ten  fhillings  for  each  perfon ;  but  that  Great  Britain,  with  fix  millions  of  people, 
was  taxed  at  twelve  millions,  which  was  an  average  payment  of  forty  fhillings  for  each  perfon  : 
it  was  therefore  concluded,  that  it  would  be  equally  impolitic,  unreafonable,  and  unjuft  to 
our  own  people,  who  had  undertaken  this  heavy  burthen  on  the  faith  of  the  navigation  laws, 
and  the  fuppofed  ftability  of  our  commerce,  to  pafs  the  bills  then  depending.  It  was  added, 
that  this  meafure  was  of  too  ferious  a  nature,  and  too  complicated  in  its  obje&s,  to  be  deter- 
mined at  once  :  that  a  matter  of  fuch  magnitude  as  the  overthrpwing  the  whole  fyflem  of  our 
trade  laws,  was  not  tp  be  fo  readily  concluded ;  and  that  It  demanded  the  mofl  mature  delibe- 
ration, the  ftriAeft  inveftlgation  of  fafts  and  circumftances,  and  the  fulleft  confideration  of  fu- 
ture efFefis  and  contingencies.— It  was  was  therefore  recommended,  to  refer  the  general  bufinefs 
of  Ireland  to  a  committee,  whofe  report  might  lay  the  foundation  for  future  mature  deli  dera- 
tion ;  by  which  means  fuch  redrefs  might  be  afforded  to  Ireland  as  the  fituation  of  both  coun- 
tries would  admit,  without  prejudice  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain*  ^ 
Vol.  IV.  F  f  It 
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1778  It  was  argued,  on  the  other  fide,  in  &TOur  of  the  bills,  tliat  they  propofed  no  more  than  a 
refloration  of  what  the  wifdom  of  a  Britilh  Parliament  had,  on  a  former  oocafion,  thought 
proper  to  beftow  on  Ireland.  The  navigation  bills  pafied  in  the  12th  of  Charles  the  Second, 
extended  to  Ireland  as  well  as  England.  A  kind  of  crooked  policy  had,  however,  deprived 
her  of  the  freedom  Ihe  had  enjoyed  under  that  law,  and  fhe  had  evei;  fince  remained  in  a  ftate- 
of  oppreflive  and  unnatural  reftriftion.  Deprived  of  every  incentive  to  induftry,  and  (hut  out 
alnioil  from  every  paiTage  to  wealth,  Ihe  had  never  complained  of  her  condition.  She  had 
.done  her  utmoft  to  promote  the  interefts  and  defend  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  amd  her  re- 
ward had  been  reftriftion  and  commercial  bondage  of  the  mod  cruel  nature. 

The  annual  revenue  of  the  two  kingdoms,  it  was  faid,  had  been  moft  unjufUy  drawn  inta 
comparifon,  to  prove  that  Ireland  did  not  pay  an  adequate  proportion  of  taxes  ^  whereas  it 
was  not  the  number  of  inhabitants  which  conftituted  the  fpecific  difference  in  the  article  of 
taxation  between  two  countries,  but  the  diftin£tion  of  internal  opulence,  and  external  advan- 
tage ;  and  if  the  two  kingdoms  were  compared  under  that  idea,  it  would  be  found  that  Ire- 
land was  taxed  in  a  quadruple  proportion  to  England^  The  internal. wealth,  and  external  ad« 
vantage  of  trade  and  commerce,  are  forty  times  greater  in  England  than  in  Ireland.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  ratio  of  proportion  in  the  mode  of  taxing  tbelatter :  ihe  was  taxed  without 
enjoying  the  means  of  payment.  If  feverai  of  the  Englilh  excifes  had  been  laid  in  Ireland,  it 
muft  have  been  for  the  fake  of  oppreflion,  and  not  produ&ion,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  offi- 
cers, inftead  of  the  revenue.  Leather,  which  is  taxed  in  England,  wouU  be  very  trifling  in 
its  produce  in  a  country  where  multitudes  of  the  people  never  wear  fhoes.  Candles  are  taxed 
in  England,  but  what  revenue  would  be  derived  in  Ireland,  where  there  are  two  hundred 
thoufand  houfes  in  which,  probably,  a  candle,  fuch  as  we  tax,  was  never  lighted.  Enlarge 
the  means  of  payment  to  Ireland,  and,  in  proportion  to  her  ability,  ihe  will  increafe  the  rate 
of  taxes.  An  equality  of  commercial  power,  it  was  inflilcd,  could  not  be  eftabliffied  between 
the  two  countries  ;  the  opulence  of  the  one  is  a  great  obftacie  to  the  other :  the  great  difpro- 
portion  of  capital,  effectually  deftroys  the  poffibility  of  an  equality ;  and  as  the  ability  of  pro- 
ceeding would  increafe  in  the  {ame  proportion,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  one  ahd  of  the  other,  the 
fame  proportion  of  advantage  would  ftill  remain. — The  Irifh  would  be  able  to  follow  the  Eng- 
lilh at  an  equal  diftance  in  every  ftage,  both  in  the  outfet  and  in  die  continuance ;  but  they 
would  never  be  able  to  accelerate  their  motion  fo  as  to  overtake  them. 

Counfel  and  evidence  were  alfo  heard  on  different  parts  of  the  Irifli  bufinefs ;  and,  in  cdn- 
fequence  of  a  compromife  between  the  fupporters  and  oppofers  of  it,  which  originated  rather 
from  the  circumftances  of  the  moment,  than  any  appreheniions  of  failure  in  the  former,  it 
was  thought  expedient  to  give  up,  for  the  prefent,  moft  of  the  advantages  that  were  originally 
intended,  by  the  bills  in  queftion,  for  Ireland..  Some  enlargement,  however,  was  given  to 
the  I'men  trade,  particularly  in  the  article  of  checks  ;  and  fome  openings  afforded  in  the  Afri- 
can and  Weft  India  trades,  which  did  not  exift  before.  This  meafure,  therefore,  ended 
rather  in  being  a  prelude  to  future  benefit,  than  producing  any  great  immediate  advantage  to 
the  people  of  Ireland. 

On  the  1 8th  of  March,  the  French  King  ifliied  an  order  to  fcize  all  Britifh  lliips  in  the  ports 
of  France ;  and,  on  the  27th,*  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  French  ffiipping  in  the  river 
Thames,  &c.— About  the  fame  time,  a  treaty  of  friendfhipy  guarantee,  and  commerce,  was 
entered  into  between  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 

Oa 
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177«  On  the  13th  of  April,  tlite  Earl  of  Carliflc,  George  Johnftonc,  and  William  Eden,  Efqrs. 
were  appointed,  with  Lord  and  General  Howe,  his  Majefty's  commiilioners  in  America; 
and,  on  the  i6ih  of  the  fame  month,  they  embarked  at  Portfmouth,  to  proceed  on  their  com- 
miilion.  On  the  9th  of  May,  they  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  immediately  forwarded  their 
powers  and  inftruftions  to  Congrcfs  ;  who,  on  the  17th,  anfwercd  the  commiffioners  letters 
by  a  form^  rejeftion  of  any  overture,  until  the  independence  of  America  was  firft  acknow- 
ledged. That  power  was  not  (nor  could  it  be,  without  parliamentary  fandlion)  granted  by 
.  the  commiffion  ;  fo  that  this  embafly,  which  was  fent  out  too  late  to  do  any  good,  added  ano- 
ther and  very  mortifying  article  of  dii^race  to  the  Britifh  government. 

Complaints  and  remonflrances  had  been  long  and  repeatedly  made  by  the  Weft  India  mer- 
chants and  planters  to  adminiftration,  of  the  weak  and  expofed  ftate  of  thofe  illands,  which 
feemed  to  be  left  to*  the  mfcrcy  of  their  powerful  European  neighbours,  without  a  military 
force  for  their  defence,  or  a  naval  fquadron  for  their  prote£lion.  Jamaica  had  been  very  ur- 
gent in  thefe  applications  ;  the  immenfe  Britifh  capital  neceilarily  lodged  in  that  ifland,  ren- 
dered it  no  lefsan  objed  of  concern  in  this  country,  than  its  great  domeflic  property  did  to 
tlie  owners  of  the  foil.  The  great  increafe  of  troops,  and  the  unufual  military  preparations 
in  tlie  French  and  Spanilh  fettlements,  afforded  fufficient  reafon  to  juftify  the  apprehenfiOns 
from  whence  thefe  reprefentations  originated.  Confidential  and  palliating  anfwers  were  al- 
ways given ;  but  the  fa£t  really  was,  that  the  military  and  naval  force  of  the  empire,  then  on 
foot,  was  fo  completely  fwadlowed  up  in  the  vortex  of  tlie  American  war,  that  other  objefts, 
however  important,  were  necefiarily,  in  a  great  degree,  left  to  the  diipolition  of  fortune. 

The  ifland  of  Dominica  was  added  to  the  empire  of  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
and  was  an  acquifition  of  confiderable  importance;  while  its  (ituation  (lying  between  Marti- 
nico  and  Guadaloupe,  and  within  view  of  each)  added  greatly,  in  time  of  war,  to  the  Talue 
of  its  pofTeffion.  This  circumftance  feems  to  have  been  fo  well  underftood  by  government, 
that  the  ifland  had  been  fortified  at  a  very  great  expence,  and  large  quantities  of  ordnance  and 
military  florcS  fent  thither  from  England  ;  but  the  garrifon,  which  confifted  but  of  an  hund- 
red men,  was  totally  inadequate  to  the  employing  thofe  admirable  means  of  defence  which  the 
ifland  afforded. 

The  fit-uation  of  Dominica  did  not  efcape  the  attention  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor 
general  of  Martinico;  who,  on  the  7th  of  September,  in  this  year,  landed  about  2000  men, 
under  the  cover  of  fome  frigates  and  privateers,  he  foon  reduced  the'  Britifh  governor  to  a  ca- 
pitulation ;  which  was  fo  liberal,  in  all  its  parts,  that  a  mere  change  of  fovereignty  was  the 
only  alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants. 

To  aggravate  the  mortification  attendant  upon  fuchalofs,  Admiral  Barrington  lay  at  this  time 
no  further  off  thati  Barbadoes,  with  two  fhips  of  the  line  and  fome  frigates.  His  inflruftions 
were  to  remain  on  that  ftation  ti^  further  orders  ;  and  there  he  had  remained  two  months, 
without  ev^n  being  informed  that  bofliiities  had  commenced  between  Great  Britain  and 
France :  but  no  fooner  did  he  receive  advice  that  an  attack  was  made  upon  Dominica,  than, 
without  waiting  for  further  inftrudions,  be  fet  fail  with  all  poflible  fpeed  to  its  afCftance ;  but 
though  he  found  that  ifland  in  pofleffion  of  the  French,  his  appearance  checked  all  immediate 
attempts  upon  any  other  o£  the  Britifh  iflands. 

However,  in  the  month  of  December  following,  fome  reparation  wa«  made  to  Great  Bri- 
Britain  by  the  conqueft  of  St.  Lucia  ;  which,  as  it  may  be  well  confidered  in  the  twofold  ww 
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1778  of  a  military  exploit  aud  a  coaupercial  acquifition,  added  greatly  to  tbe  honour  and  advantage 
of  the  Britifli  empire. 

The  expedition  againft  that  ifland,  it  is  faid^  and  we  believe  wkh  great  tnithf  «ras  foggefted 
by  a  letter  written  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  the(i  fecretary  of  the  American  departments  by 
a  great  naval  charader,  at  that  time  unemployed,  but  who  was  afterwards  called  to  the  fervice 
of  his  country ;  and,  as  it  fortunately  happened,  to  the  preiferyation  of  a  moft  important  part 
of  tilt  Britifti  empire.     Of  that  inftruftive  letter  we  fhall  give  the  following  extrad : — 

*<  1  had  lately  the  honour  to  prefent  your  lordfliip  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  thought  it  m| 
duty  to  fend  to  the  King's  minifter  before  the  conclufion  of  the  lad  war,  pointing  o«it  the 
great  confequence  of  retaining  fome  of  the  conquered  iflands,  particularly  Martmico  or  St. 
.  Lucia :  and,  although  at  that  time  I  preferred  the  detention  of  Martinico,  I  am  now  fully 
convinced  that  St.  Lucia  is  of  more  confequence  to  Great  Britain,  for  the  reafons  I  fliall  pre*  - 
fume  to  give  ;  viz. 

**  Martinico,  though  in  the  moft  dourifhing  condition  at  the  conqueft,  has,  fince  the  laft 
war,  had  the  dreadful  misfortune  of  being  peftered  with  a  fpecies  of  ants,  which  have  deftroyed 
the  country,  particularly  the  windward  fide,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  almoft  a  defart, 
and  ruined  all  the  proprietors  in  that  quarter  :  this  plague  ftill  continues  ;  and  many  plan- 
ters who  ufed  to  make  three  and  four  hundred  hoglheads  of  fugar,  now  make  none.  This 
ifland,  though  it  has  four  harbours,  none  of  them  are  equal  to  the  Carenage  of  St  Lucia,  fo 
fecure,  or  fo  capable  of  being  defended ;  which  alone  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  a  mari- 
time power.  Beiides,  the  French,  (ince  the  hft  peace^  having  fortified  Mount  Gamic,  will 
render  the  conqueft  of  Martinico  more  dfficult,  and  take  up  a  longer  time ;  whereas  St.  Lu- 
cia having  been  greatly  cleared  and  cultivated  iince  the  laft  war,  will  render  the  conqueft  eafier, 
and  more  healthy  for  the  troops  ;  and,  when  poilefled  by  hi)  Majefty,  be/ucb  a  check  upon 
the  French  commerce,  as  to  ren^^r  Martinico,  :uid  their  other  iflands,  of  little  ufe  ;  as  his 
Majeft/s  fquadrons  ftationed  at  that  ifland,  will  have  it  in  their  power  not  only  to  block  up 
every  port  in  Martinico  in  a  few  hours,  but  likewife,  (it  being  equally  to  the  windward  with 
Martinico)  the  cruizers  from  St.  Lucia  can  always  ftretch  to  windward  of  all  the  other  iflands, 
and  intercept  any  fuccours  intended  for  them.  Add  tp  this,  the  infinite  confequence  of  the 
harbour  called  the  Little  Carenage,  where  the  largeft  fl^ips  of  war  can  be  careened,  be  fecure 
during  the  hurricane  months,  and  always  ready  to  afford  a  fpeedy  fuccour  to  his  Majcfty^s 
ptber  iflands,  and  a  certain  fecurity  to  the  fouthern  iflands  of  St.  Vincent,  Grenada,  To* 
bago,  &c.  &c.  which,  at  prefent,  ai'^  greatly  liable  to  depredations  from  the  iflands  of  Mar- 
tinico and  St.  Lucia.  The  latter  ifland  being  in  our  hands,  will  likewife  put  Martinico  in 
the  fame  predicament  as  Dominica  is  at  prefent,  viz.  between  two  iflands  of  an  enemy ;  and, 
if  attacked,  a  fpeedy  fuccour,  in  a  few  hours,  might  be  fent  from  St.  Lucia;  whereas,  at 
prefent,  whatever  fuccour  might  be  neceflary  to  defend  Dominica,  if  attacked,  muft  come 
from  Antigua,  an  ifland  far  to  leeward ;  and,  in  all  probability,  the  ifland  would  fall  before 
fuch  fuccour  could  arrive. 

**  The  place  for  careening  and  refitting  bis  Majefty's  fhips  in  thofe  feas,  and  the  ftation  of 
the  admiral  who  commands  them,  being  at  Antigua^  an  ifland  without  wood  or  water,  whofe 
harbour  is  fmall,  and  incapable  of  deceiving  laige  fhips  of  war,  and  to  the  leeward  of  all  the 
enemy's  iflands,  muft  be  extremely  detrimental  to  his  Majefty's  and  the  public  fervice,  during 
a  French  war,  muft  give  the  enemy  great  advantage,  and  alone  points  out  the  neceffity  oC 
taking  either  Martinico  or  St.  Lucia. 

"  That 
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**^  Tbat  Great  Britaia  bas  at  this  juncture  a  fufficitnt  force  to  e§t&.  an  objeft  fo  delireable, 
I  (hall  endeavour  to  prove  :  for  though  the  war  we  are  unhappily  engaged  in  with  the  rebelli- 
ous Americans,  has  not,  as  yet  reduced  them  to  obedience,  yet  it  has  given  Great  Britain  a 
veteran  fleet  and  a  veteran  army^  capable  of  undertaking  any  enterprize*  either  in  America  or 
tlie  Weft  Indies :  and  as  the  feafon  for  an  army  to  a£t  in  America,  is  at  a  time  when  it  would  be 
improper  .to  ^6.  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  fo,.  the  feafon  to  a£l  in  the  Weft  Indies,  is  at  a  time  when 
they  fbould  not  aft  in  America,  viz.  from  November  to  June  :  if,  therefore,  part  of  the  army ' 
now  in  America,  was  detached  in  November  or  December,  attended  with  twelve  or  fourteen- 
ihips  of  the  line,  as  many  frigates,  and  fome  bomb  veflels,  with  orders  to  rendezvous  at  Bar* 
badoes,  they,  in  all  probability,  would  be  enabled  to  put  bis  Majefty's  commands  into  execu* 
tion  at  the  moft  proper  and  healthy  feafon  ;  more  efpecially,  as  the  enemy  could  not  poiliblj 
know  what  number  of  (hips  or  troops  weje  (ent  on  that  enterprize,  time  enough  to  prevent  its 
fucceeding.  And  as  there  is  not  a  doubt  but  his  Majefty's  admiral  cruizing  off  Ulhant  will 
detach  a  fufficient  number  of  his  (hips  from  his  fquadron  to  the  Weft  Indies,  fhould  a  part  of 
the  Breft  fleet  efcape  his  vigilance,,  and  attempt  to  fuccour  their  Weft  India  iflands^ 

**  Should  this  enterprize  be  undertaken,  I  muft  humbly  beg  leave- tp  reprefent,  whether  it 
will  not  be  proper  to  dire  A,  what  fort  of  capitulation  the  admiral  and  general  fhouid  allow 
the  inhabitants  :  for  want  of  fuch  inftruiflions  and  proper  information,  the  Frenclt  conquered 
iflands  efcaped  a  duty  they  (hould  certainly  have  paid  ;  and  his  Majefty,  at  this  hour,  is  de- 
prived of  a  coniiderable  revenue  juftly  his  due» 

**  When  the  ifland  of  Martinico  offered  to  capitul^e,  I  fent  for  feveral  of  the  planters  be- 
longing to  the  Britifh  i(Iands#  who  dien  attended  the  iiejet  to  be  prefent  at  the  (iege,  to  deftre 
their  aiGftancc  in  penning  an  article  that  might  make  the  French  idands  pay  more  duty  than 
thofe  of  the  Englilh :  the  article  relative  to  the  clayed  fugar,  .was  what  they  uhanimouily- 
offered  me ;  and  as  all  the  fugar  of  Martinico  was  clayed,  I  concluded  his  Majefty  would  re- 
ceive a  confiderable  fum  more  than  what  the  Englilh  iflands  paid  :  but,  fome  time  after,  hear- 
ing that  the  Britifh  iflands  paid  4^  per  cent,  on  the  export  of  their  commodities,  I  was  ex- 
tremely'difpleafed  with  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Britifh  iflands  for  not  acquainting  me 
with  their  paying  that  duty,  of  whiqb  I  was  totally  ignorant*  Other  admirak  aiid  generals 
may  be  the  fame,, unlefs  properly  cautioned. 

^*  If  the  inhabitants  be  allowed  to  keep  their  lands,  upon  capitulation,  fhould  any  but  thofe 
really  upon  the  fpot  have  that  indulgence ;  and  thofe,  ornly  the  lands  then  a£tually  cleared  ? 
all  other  lailds  whatever  to  belong  to  the  crown,  as  likewife  one  or  two  miles  round  the  Ca- 
.renage,  in  order  to  ereft  fortifications,  a  dock-yardy  and  to  build  a  town,  the  quit-rents  of 
which  might  bring  in  a  confiderable  revenue ;  as  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  inhabitants 
would  flock  from  all  the  other  iflands,  to  inhabit  a  place  of  fuch  fecurity. 

<>  Should  bis  Majefty  retain  this  ifland,  I  humbly  fubmit,  whether,  when  the  lands  are  fold 
it  will  not  be  of  great  advantage  towards  peopling  the  ifland,  to  have  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  land  in  each  parifh  allotted  to  ten-acre  men,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  i(  to  the  crown, 
ihould  it  ever  be  converted  to  any  other  ufe  than  provifion  ground.  This  wiU  always  keep  a 
confiderable  number  of  white  men  on  the  ifland,  and  is  the  reafon  why  Bacbadoes  bas  more 
inhabitants  than  all  the  other  iflands/' 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  the  merchants,  owners  of  (hips,  and  exchange  infurers  of 
the  towns  of  Amfterdam,  Rotterdam^  and  Dordrecht,  pcefented  three  armorials  to  the  States- 
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1778  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  relating  to  the  feizure  of  their  (hips,  &c.  by  thole  of  Great 
Britain  :  of  thefe  memorials  we  give  the  fnbftance,  as  follows  : — 

**-  That,  very  lately^  a  confiderablc  number  of  fliips  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
ilates,  and  bound  for  France,  have  been  ftopped  at  fea,  either  by  the  fhips  of  the  royal  marine 
of  Englaiid,  or  by  commiffioned  ihips  of  the  fame  nation,  and  afterwards  carried  into  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  where  they  continue  to  be  detained,  notwithftanding  the  bare  infpec- 
lion  of  the  confignments,  and  other  papers  found  on  board  the  above  fhips,  would  fufficiently 
fhew  that  they  were  not  laden  with  any  fort  of  merchandize  under  the  denomination  of  con- 
traband goods,  fpecified  by  the  third  article  of  the  marine  treaty,  concluded  in  the  month  of 
December,  1674,  between  the  court  of  Great  Britain  and  this  republic, 

♦*  That  this  conduft  of  the  Britifli  nation,  (the  flagrant  injuftice  of  which  might  be  very 
t^yproved  by  an  appeal  to  the  law  of  nations,  if  it  be  riot  already  evident,  as  well  by  the 
Siforefaid  treaty,  as  by  the  explanatory  convention  of  1675)  will  infallibly  accelerate  the  entire 
ruin  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  Provinces,  if  not  timely  and  efficacioufly 
prevented. 

"  Notwithftanding  the  many  arguments  that  might  be  urged,  your  memorialifls  will  not 
•rouble  your  High  MightinefTes  with  all  the  reafons  they  have  to  allege  in  proof  that  the  de- 
jlruAion  of  our  commerce  and  navigation  muft  follow,  as  the  unavoidable  confequence  of  the 
unjuft  proceedings  of  the  Englifh,  our  neighbours,  of  which  there  is  no  occafion  of  any  fur- 
ther proof,  it  having  already  been  fully  reprefented  to  your  High  Mightinefles. 

*•  Your  memorialifis,  therefore,  only  afHime  the  liberty  of  obferving,  in  very  few  words, 
that  by  the  feizure  of  their  fhips,  although  they  may  afterwards  be  releafed,  even  with  indem* 
nity,  the  neccflary  delays  in  fuch  cafes  are  yet  highly  prejudicial,  and  totally  ruinous  to  the 
merchants  of  thefe  provinces. 

*<  That,  during  the  detention  of  the  merchandize,  the  commodities  are  expofed  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  fall  of  markets  ;  and  the  merchants  are,  beiides,  in  that  interval,  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  furnifhing  themfelves,  in  return,  with  fuch  goods  as  they  intended,  when  the 
firft  cargoes  arrived  at  their  deftined  ports. 

**  In  ihoit,  the  Dutch  fhips  employed  for  the  tranfportation  of  merchandize  to  France,  and 
elfewhere,  being  detained,  will,  without  doubt,  (the  refult  of  fuch  proceedings  out  of  the 
queflion)  occafion  fewer  numbers  to  be  hired  in  fuch  fervice  for  the  future. 

*•  That  this  feizure  and  <letention  are  not  only  in  themfelves  fufBcient  entirely  to  ruin  our 
commerce  and  navigation,  but  that  this  ruin  will  be  more  rapidly  brought  on,  whenever  it 
ftall  pleafe  the  Englifh  nation  to  make  a  fecondftride  of  injuftice,  and  having  feized  the  fhips 
bound  for  our  French  merchants,  or  from  France  to  this  ftate,  they  have  only  to  declare  them 
legal  prizes. 

**  That  this  profpeft  is  ftill  more  deplorable,  when  your  memorialifls  reflcft  on  the  regula- 
tion given  by  his  Chriftian  Majefty,  on  the  26th  of  July  laft,  concerning  the  navigation  of 
neutral  fhips ;  becaufe,  although  that  monarch  therein  forbids  the  ftoppage  and  feizure  of 
neutral  fhips,  bound  to  or  from  an  enemy's  port,  he  nevertbclefs  rcferves  to  himfelf  a  right  of 
revoking  that  edift,  in  cafe  any  foreign  power  fhould  not  agree  to  the  fame  regulation  refpeft- 
ing  neutral  fhips*  From  hence  it  neceflarily  refults,  that,  if  the  Englifh  continue  to  detain 
and  feize  our  fhips  coming  from  France,  or  going  thereto,  we  may  expe6t  the  fame  treatment 
irom  the  French,  with  regard  to  our  ihips  coming  from^  or  going  to  Great  Britain ;  and,  by 
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1778  thefe  meansi  and  to  the  total  ruin  of  thefe  ftates,  they  will  be  deprive^  of  the  benefits  pf  com-^ 
merce  and  navigation  with  both  coumries." 

The  remoftrance  made  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain  by  the  States-General^  in  confequence 
of  thefe  memorialsy  was  anfwered  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke ;  who^  iaamiid,  but  fpirited  man- 
ner, declared,  that  the  interruption  given  ta  the  commerce  of  Holland  was  never  exercifed 
but  when  the  fubjefts  of  that  republic  were  carrying  warlike. and  naval  ftores  to  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain* 

It  would  be  inexcufable  in  the  hiftorian  of  any  part  of  the  prefent  perrod,  to  pafs  by  unno<- 
ticedthe^vent  of  Lord  Chatham*s  death,  which*  happened  on  the  nth  of  May,  in  this  year; 
and  it  would  ill  become  us  not  to  offer  our  tribute  of  (incere  veneration  for  his  illuftnous  cha- 
rader,  as  it  was  during  his  glorious  adminiftration  that  commerce  was  firlt  made  to  flouriflt« 
in  the  midft  of  war. 

The  produce  of  the  coach  revenue  for  r77?>  amounted  to  it7»ooo1;  which  proves  that: 
23,000  coaches  then  paid  duty. 

It  appears,  that  during  the  courfe  of  this  year,  4,425^  (hips  cleared  fromu  Newcaftle ;  of 
which  4,140  were  coafters,  and  285  deftined  for  foreign  ports. 

The  following  is  an  authentic  account  of  the  number  of  fhips  which  have  been  employed  . 
from  England  in  the  whale-filhery,  at  Davis^s  Straits  and  the  Greenland  feas,  from  the  year 
1755,  to  1778  indufivc. 

Tears.  Ships.  Tears^  Ships.- 

1 755  —        66  1767        —        39 

1756  —        67  1768        —        41 

1757  ~        5S  1769       —       44 

1758  —        5a  1770       —        50^ 

»759        ~       J4  1771        —        50 

1760  —        4Q  1772        —        48 

1761  —  3r  1773  —  5S 
176^  —  28  1774  —  65 
176^       —        30                                         1775        —     .  96 

1764  —        3^  ^776       —       91 

1765  —       33  1777        —        77  * 

1766  —       3i  1778       —       71 

tt"  A  bounty  of  30s.  per  ton  was  given  for  the  two  laft  years. 
The  following  is  alfo  a  correft  ftatement  of  the  number  of  (hips  employed  by  Holland  in 
the  whale-fifhery,  from  the  year  1770^  to  1778  inclufive. 


Tears. 

Ships, 

1770  - 

— 

150 

1771 

— 

150 

1772 

•— 

131 

^773 

— 

134 

1774 

— 

130 

Teart, 

I77S 
1776 

'777 
177a 


Ships.. 
129 
123 
116 
III 


I9174  In  all. 


By  which  it  appears,  upon  a  comparative  view  of  thefe  laft  .nine  years,  that  the  number  of 
(hips  employed  by  the  Hollanders  in  this  important  branch  of  commerce,  exceeded  that  of  the 
Englif^  nearly  in  the  proportion  as  two  is  to  one. 

The 
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1778  The  following  are  atitkentic  extrafts  from  tbe  Com  Regiiter,  containing  an  account  of  all 
corn  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England  and  Scotland^  for  eigbt  years,-  viz* 
from  1771,  to  1778. 


EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 


1771. 
Ekclavd* 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

Barley  and  Malt, 

Oau  and  Oatmeal, 

BeanSp  — 

Peas,  — 


Brittji 
10,089 

«3»34S 
3»70X 


Foreign 


JSCOTLAND. 

Barley  and  Malt, 
Oats  and  Oatmeal, 
Beans,  — 

Peas,  — 

Barley  and  Bear, 
Bear  and  Meal, 


203 
11,869 

3 

3 
2,829 

18 


I77I. 

garters* 

England^ 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

2,509- 

Rye,                — 

2,179 

Barley  and  Msdt, 

228 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

198,072 

Beans,             — 

67 

Peas,               — 

64 

Indian  corn. 

-       3 

Scotland*  . 

f 

Wbea^  and  Flour, 

2 

Oats  and  Oatmealj 

i4.«SS 

The  bounties  and  drawbacks  on  €orn  exported  from  England,  amounted  to  6, 170L  7s.  6d« 
There  were  no  bounties  paid  on  grain  exported  from  Scotland  this  year.-^The  duties  on  corn 
imported  into  Engbuad,  amounted  to  i3,i7oL  2s.  id. ;  and  in  Scotland,  to  547I.  8s.  iid. 

[When  foxcign  grain  is  imported,  and  not  fold,  it  is,  by  ad  of  Parliament:^  fuiered  to  be  warehoufed 
Without  paying  duty ;  and  if  exported  ^gain,  it  is  here  arranged  under  the  title  of  Fwreign^  to  didinguifli 
it  from  JBrUififJ] 


1772. 
Ekglakd. 


Wheat  and  Flour, 
Barley  and  Malt, 
Oats  and  Oatmeal, 
Beans,  — 

Peas,  — 


EXPORTED. 

£rttt/b 

6,959 


Foreign 


%i. 


^3*789 

23*511 

i3»3^^ 

3*775 


Scotland* 
Oats  and  Oatmeali 
Barley  and  Bear, 


«7 
242 


IMPORTED. 

1772, 

^arterSi 

England. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

23,134 

Rye,              — 

4*790 

Barley  and  Malt, 

2,107 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

70*542 

Beans,                -^ 

>  469 

Peas,                  — 

17 

Indian  corn. 

—            3 

Buck  Wheat, 

—           I 

Scotland. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

2»340 

Barley  and  Malt, 

961 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

.  36>277 

Peas,                — 

'  4 

Buck  Wheat, 

-^              I 

There  were  no  bounties,  &c.  paid  for  corn  exported  either  from  England  or  Scotland 
this  year. — The  duties  received  on  grain  imported  into  England,  amounted  to  213931.  6s.  lod. 
and  in  Scotland,  to  I9372L  14s.  iid. 

EX^ 
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»33 


EXPOkTED. 


»773- 
Enolano. 

Barley  and  mSLit' 
Oats  and  Oatmeal, 
Beans,  — 

Feas,  » 


Britl/h 

7.637 
18,67* 

io»733 
4>430 


Foreign 


Scotland* 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

106 

Beansy                — 

18 

Barley  and  Bear, 

30 

IMPORTED. 

'773- 

garters. 

England. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

50,312 

Rye,            — 

9»^S3 

^lk\mdJM9lU 

51,221 

Beans,               — 

49.85^ 

Peas,               •*• 

3»^S4 

Indian  Corn, 

6,322 

Buck  Wheat, 

53 

Scotland. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

6,545 

Rye,                  — 

2 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

95>o88 

Beans,            — 

4»002 

Peas,                — 

4»002 

Barley  and  Bear, 

X  2*695 

Hr  There  were  no  bounties  or  drawbacks  paid  on  the  exportation,  nor  any  duties  received 
on  the  importation  of  grain,  in  this  year^  for  either  England  or  Scotland. 

IMPORTED. 


EXPORTED. 

1774. 

Brltl/h 

Foreign 

England. 

^s. 

^rs. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

X5»i7i 

757 

Rye,              — 

i>434 

826 

Barley  and  Malt, 

2,416 

— 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

16,286 

as 

Beans,            — 

9»443 

797 

Peas,               — 

3>2ii 

107 

Indian  Com, 

1,880 

Buck  Wheat, 

SO 

Scotland. 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

122 

Beans,                    — 

9 

-     p            , 

Barley  and  Bear, 

495 

1774. 

garter. 

England. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

269,235 

Rye,           — 

41,427 

Barley  and  Malt, 

155*148 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

312,908 

Beans,             — 

16,401 

Peas,               — 

2,780 

Indian  Corn, 

5>945 

Scotland. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

19,914 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

86,591 

Beans,             —  . 

2,505 

Peas,                 — 

2,705 

Barley  and  Bear, 

16,360 

Buck  Wheat, 

4 

The  amount  of  the  bounties  and  drawbacks  paid,  in  this  year,  upon  the  exportation  of  grain 
from  England,  was  5,9611.  12s.:  and  upon  that  from  Scotland,  to  61I.  iis.  lod. 

The  duties  received  upon  grain  imported  into  England,  amounted  to  12,3791.  4s.  3d. :  and 
upon  that  imported  into  Scotland,  to  1,336].  iis.  8d. 
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EXPORTED. 

• 

IMPORTED 

• 

1775- 

Briti/H' 

Foreign 

1775. 

garters 

England. 

^rs. 

%i. 

England. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

Rye,             — 

a8,348 
a,47« 

62,649 

25  « 

Wheat  and  Flour, 
SiXfey  and  Malt, 

544»6fi 

I26,33Z 

Barley  and  Malt, 

4S»4S4 

§.'9^S 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

283,827 

Oats  and  OatmeaU 

flojs 

343 

Beans,            •— 

29,862 

." 

'"  Peas,                — 

4>7i7 

2IZ 

Peas,     .           — 

".275 

Indian  Corn, 

4.323 

Indian  Corn, 

9.638 

Scotland. 

^ 

Scotland* 

\ 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

40 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

>6,347 

Barley  and  Malt, 

ao 

Barley  and  Malt, 

i3."9 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

1^19 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

101,1x5 

Beans^                  — 

z 

Beans,              — 

1.657 

Peas,              — 

1,658 

The  bounties  paid,  -in  this  year,  upon  grain  exported  from  England,  amounted  to  the  fum 
of  7,8421.  los.  xid. :  and  the  total  of  the  drawbacks  was  1,7981.  i6s.  8d. 

There  were  no  bounties  nor  drawbacks  paid,  in  this  y^ar,  upon  the  grain  exported  from 
Scotland.    '  . 

The  amount  of  the  dutks  received,  in  1775,  vpon  the  grain  imported  into  England,  was 
18,4421.  i8s«  2d. :  and  1,3551*  is.  5d.  was  the  amount  of  the  duty  received  upon  that  imported 
into  Scotland. 


EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 


1776. 

Britijh 

Foreign 

England. 

^5. 

^s. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

174,940. 

32.467 

Rye,             — 

10,369 

630 

Barley  and  Malt, 

129,104 

2,160 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

21,936 

8,686 

Beans,            — 

33*338 

7,006 

Peas,                — 

6,562 

8,043 

Indian  Corn, 

# 

1.957 

Scotland. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

3.247 

'  

Barley  and  Malt, 

422 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

4.365 

Beans,                — 

543 

Peas,                — 

543 

Barley  and  Bear, 

4.428 

1776. 

garters 

England. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

20,148 

Rye,  ^         — 

3>4i5 

Barley  and  Malt, 

8,020 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

373>707 

Beans,            — 

^9.055 

Peas,                — 

19,776 

Scotland. 

N 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

433 

Barley  and  Malt, 

479 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

4.859 

Peas    -             — 

iz 

The  amount  of  the  bounties  paid,  in  1776,  on  the  grain  exported  from  England,  was 
50,9251.  7s.  2d. ;  and  the  drawbacks  were  786I.  8s.  The  bounties  paid  upon  the  exportation 
of  grain  from  Scotland,  amounted  to  1,3221.  13s.  9d. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  duties  received  on  the  grain  imported  into  England,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  was  3,6581.  5s.  5d.  \  and  on  that  to  Scotland,  was  301.  I2S.  7d. 

3  ^  .  EXPORTED. 


A     n 

or     T 

HE      ORIGIN 

1778 

EXPORTED. 

1777' 

Britl/h 

Foreign 

• 

England. 

^s. 

^s. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

79,iao 

S»9i4 

Rye,             — 

719 

227 

Barley  and  Malt, 

«32»5»3 

479 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

16,874 

12,507 

• 

Beans,            — 

22,449 

7>492 

Peas,                — 

6,629 

6,742 

Indian  Corn, 

8 

Scotland. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

2,652 

Barley  and  Malt, 

3*645 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

7>233 

Beans,                — 

422 

. 

Peas,                — 

422 

Barley  and  Bear, 

6,.o88 

OF     COMMERCE. 


^ZS 


IMPORTED. 


«777. 

^arttrs 

England. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

233*069 

Rye,                — 

18,454 

Barley  and  Malt, 

7,981 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

366,15s 

Beans,            — 

35»»27 

Peas,                — 

28,702 

Buck  Wheat, 

10 

Scotland. 

Whe^t  and  Flour, 

♦  254 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

291 

The  bounties  paid,  in  1777,  on  the  grain  exported  from  England,  amounted  to  43,250!.  and 
7d. ;  and  the  amount  of  the  drawbacks,  for  the  fame  year,  was  102L  is.  iod«;  and  the 
amount  of  the  bounties  upon  that  exported  from  Scotland,  was  2,4261.  15s.  lod. 

The  duties  received,  in  this  year,  upon  grain  imported  into  England,  8,835!^  13s,  9d. ; 
and  upon  that  imported  into  Scotland,  14s.  9d. 

EXPORTED.  IMPORTED. 


:  1778. 

Britijb 

Foreign 

1778. 

^arlen 

England. 

'     ^rs. 

^s. 

England. 

' 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

124,698 

13*077    • 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

106,394 

Rye,            — 

1,689 

17 

Ry<,             — 

9.327 

Barley  and  Malt, 

100,820 

i»39i 

Barley  and  Malt, 

42.514 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

20,810 

8,043 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

199,680 

Beans,..          — 

i7>787 

3*962 

Beans,              — 

30»i65 

Peas,              — 

9*399 

6,221 

Peas,            — 

27.768 

Scotland. 

Scotland. 

Wheat  and  Flour, 

3*295 

Barley  and  Malt, 

200 

Barley  arid  Malt, 

924 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

1,490 

Oats  and  Oatmeal, 

27,690 

* 

Beans,                — • 

653 

Peas,                — 

^53 



Barley  and  Bear, 

795 

■■ 

The  bounties  paid,  in  this  year,  upon  the  grain  exported  frbm  England,  amounted  to 
40,1011.  26s.  3d. :  and  2241.  8s.  6d.  was  the  amount  of  the  drawbacks,  during  the  fame  period: 
and  the  amount  of  the  bounties  upon  that  exported  from  Scotland,  was  3,7041.  i  is.  6d. 

The  whole  of  the  duties  received,  in  1778,  upon  the  importation  of  grain  to  England,  was 
4,8901.  5s.  7d. ;  and  upon  that  imported  into  Scotland,  141.  3s.  9d, 

^     G  g  2  The 
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1778  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and  Wales,  bj  t&e 
fiandard  Wincbefier  bofhel,  for  eight  years^  from  the  commencement  of  the  corn  regifter  zBt 
in  the  year  i770« 

Wheat.  Rye.  Barley,  Oats.  Beans^ 

X.     d,  s»      d»  5,     d*  Sm     d.  s*      d. 

1771  S     ^oi  4      3x  3      at  2       ^  3      H 

1772  64  47  3220^  39 

1773  6      4t  42  3      6i  2       It  4      li 

1774  67  4   3i  3   H    2      2i  3  ^of 
177s    60J:  4   it  33     2o|.  37 

1776  4   94  3   4t  z      6i         I  loi  3   3f 

1777  s   SJ  36  2   H    «  "t  3   H 

1778  S3  3      6J  2     10  I     lof  3      Sr 


Average  of  the  eight  years,         5    loj         3     Ht  3      '  2      oj-         38 


The  prices  of  the  fineft  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally  exceed  and  reduce  the  average 
price  as  follows,  viz. 

Per  bulhel.        Wheat,  6d.        Rye,  3d,        Barley,  3d.        Oats,  3d.        Beans,  6d. 

The  quantity  of  gold  coin  brought  into  the  mint  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the 
jproclamations  in  1773,  i774i  and  1776,  was  as  follows ;  ^ 

By  the  firft  proclamation^  31806,435     7     2     deficient  more  than  6  grains  in  a  guinea. 

By  the  fecond  ditto,  4,876,171   18     3     deficient  between  3  and  4  grains. 

By  the  third  ditto,  6,880,986    5    3    deficient  between  i  and  3  grains. 


Total  of  gold  coin  called  in,     I5>s63,593  10    8 
The  expence  attending  the  calling  in,  re-coinage,  2^c.  of  which  was^  viz.— 

Expence  to  the  Bank  for  melting,  —  — 

Deficiency  in  melting,  —  —  —   ' 

Intereft  of  money  advanced  to  the  holders  of  gold  coin,  — - 

To  the  mafter  of  the  mint,  for  the  charge  of  recoining,  &c. 
To  certain  perfons  appointed  in  feveral  counties  to  take  in  and  ex- 
exchange  the  gold  coin,  and  for  other  charges  and  expences. 

Total  expence  of  calling  in  the  light  gold  coin^ 

• 

N»  B.  The  lofs  from  the  deficiency  in  the  coin  brought  in  by  the  firft  proclamation, 
(amounting  nearly  to  300/x>ol.)  was  thrown  on  the  holders  of  the  coin,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  included  in  this  account. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  a  trial  of  the  pyx  of  all  the  monies  coined  in  the  Tower  fince 
Midfiimmer  1774,  was  made  at  Weftminfter,  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council ;  when  the 
gold  monies,  amounting  to  above  fixteen  millions  of  pounds  fterling,  were  reported  to  be  per- 
fedly  agreeable  in  firmnefs  to  the  ftandard  trial  plates  kept  in  the  Exchequer  for  that  fervice.-— 

It 


16,786  14 

3»7.3H  6 
231,98a  17 
115,459  la 

J, 

6 

II 

7 
9 

72.476  8 

0 

754,019  19 

9 

OF      THE      ORIGIK      OF      COMMERCE^  Z^f 

2778  It  appeared  alfo^  that  tw^enty  millions  and  an  half  of  guineas  and  half-guinea»  had  been  coined 
in  his  Majcfty's>niint  fince  the  beginning  of  1772. 

The  following  bills  relating  to  trade  and  commerce*,  received  the  royal  aflent  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year. 

To  allow  the  exportation  of  a  certain  quantity  of  corn,  peas  and  bifcuit,  to  Newfoundland^ 
for  a  limited  time. 

For  the  benefit  of  captors  of  prizes  from  the  enemy» 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  appoint  commiflioners,  with  fufficieht  powers,  to  treat  and  agree 
upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  difturbances  now  fubfifting  in  certain  of  the  American 
colonies. 

To  declare  the  intentions  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^  concerning  the  excrcife  of 
impofing  taxes  of  the  American  colonies. 

To  repeal  an  aft,  that  impofed  a  duty  on  tea  imported  from  Great  Britain  into  any  of  the 
American  colonies. 

To  repeal  an  aft  for  regulating  the  government  of  Maflachufet's  Bay. 

For  the  more  efFeSually  preventing  the  forgery  of  acceptances  of  bills  of  exchange,  ornum«» 
ber  of  principal  fums  of  acceptable  receipts,  for  notes,  bills,  &c. 

[This  aft  declares,  **  that  if  any  per fon  Ihall  falfely  make,  alter,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
caufe  or  procure  to  be  felfely  made,  altered,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aft  or  affi ft 
in  the  falfe  making,  altering,  forging,  or  counterfeiting  any  acceptance  of  any  bill  of  ex- 
change, or  the  number  or  principal  fum  of  any  accountable  receipt  for  any  note,  bill,  or  other 
fecurity  for  payment  of  money,  or  any  warrant  or  order  for  payment  of  money  or  delivery  of 
goods,  with  intention  to  defraud  any  corporation  whatfoever ;  or  fhall  utter  or  pqblilh  as  true, 
any  falfe,  altered,  forged,  or  counterfeited  acceptances  of  any  bill  of  exchange,  or  accountable 
receipt  for  any  note,  bill,  or  other  fecurity  for  payment  of  money,  or  warrant  or  order  for 
payment  of  money  or  delivery  of  goods,  with  intention  to  defraud  any  corporation  whatfo- 
foever,  knowing  the  fame  to  be  falfe,  altered,  forged,  or  counterfeited ;  every  fuch  perfon^ 
being  lawfully  convifted  thereof,  ihall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  ihall  fuffer  death  as  a 
felon  without  benefit  of  clergy."] 

For  enlarging  the  pier  and  harbour  of  Scarborough :  and  alfo  feveral  navigable  bills. 

For  laying  a  tax  on  all  inhabited  houfes,  &c» 

For  laying  additional  duties  on  French  and  other  wines  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

To  repeal  fuch  part  of  an  aft,  as  relates  to  the  manner  of  difcharging  bonds  given  on  the 
exportation  of  goods  to  foreign  parts. 

To  prevent  the  clandeftine  cohveya§||c  of  fugars  from  the  American  colonies*. 

For  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors. 

For  allowing  the  exportation  of  certain  enumerated  goods  dlreftly  from  Ireland,  to  any  o£ 
the  Britiih  plantations  in  America,  or  any  of  the  Britiih  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^ 

To  allow  the  free  importation  of  cotton  yarn,  manufiiftured  in  Ireland,  into  any  of  the 
Britiih  ports. 

For  regulating  lottery  offices,  &c. 

The  principal  claufes  in  this  bill,  are  as  follows  : 

•*  To  oblige  every  lottery-office  keeper  to  take  out  a  licence,  at  the  expence  of  50I.  and  give 
fecurity  not  to  infringe  any  part  of  the  aft» 

**^  That 
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1778      "  That  no  pcrfon  fhall  difpofc  of  any  part  of  a  ticket  in  any  fmaller  (hare  or  proportion 

than  a  fixtecnth,  on  50I.  penalty, 

**  That  any  pcrfon  felling  goods,  wares,  or  other  merchandize,  or  who  fliall  offer  any.  fum 

or  fums  of  money,  vLpon  any  chance  or  event  whatfocver,  relating  to  the  drawing  of  any  ticket, 

ihall  be  liable  to  ^  penalty  of  20I. 

**  To  enable  the  commiffioners  of  his  Majefty*s  Treafury  to  eftablifli  an  office ; — all  fhares 

to  be  ftamped  at  that  office ; — the  original  tickets  from  which  fuch  (hares  arc  to  be  taken,  to  be 

kept  at  that  office,  till  a  certain  time  after  drawing  ; — books  of  entry  to  be  regularly  kept ; — 

perfons  carrying  fhares  to  be  ftamped  to  pay  a  fmall  fum  fpccificd  in  the  aft ; — p^nahics  for  per- 

fons  felling  (hares  not  ftamped ;  and  a  claufc  fof  punifhing  perfons  who  (hail  forge  the  ftamp 

of  any  ticket." 

'     The  following  aSs  of  Parliament  of  Ireland  alfo  received  the  royal  aflfent  in  the  courfe  of 

this  year. 

For  continuing  an  aft  for  the  further  encouragement  of  tillage. 

For  the  further  encouragement  of  the  whale  fi(hery  carried  on  from  Ireland* 

For  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors. 

Fc/r  preventing  the  cutting  or  deft  roying  of  plain,  ftained,  or  printed  linens,  cottons,  lawns, 

or  muftins,  or  other  manufaftured  goods. 

For  regulating  the  price  and  affize  of  bread,  preventing  frauds  and  impofitions  in  the  fale  of 

flour,  meal,  beer,  ale,  potatoes,  butcher*s  meat,  and  other  articles  fold  by  weight  or  meafure 

in  the  county  of  Dublin. 

To  amend  and  continue  an  aft^for  better  regulating  the  baking  trade  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 

and  for  other  purpofes. 

To  explain  and  amend  the  afts  made  for  the  encouragement  of  thefi(heries  of  that  kingdom. 

For  encouraging  the  planting  of  timber  trees. 

To  oblige  (hips  more  cffeftually  to  perform  quarantine,  and  for  better  preventing  the  plague 

t>eing  brought  from  foreign  parts  into  Ireland,  and  to  hinder  the  fpreading  of  infeftion,  &c. 
Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year: —  £•        s.     d. 

For  60,000  feamen,  including  11,829  marines,  —  3,120,000    o    o 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  halfrpay,  &c.  .  —  389,200  16    o 

Towards  building  and  repairing  (hips  of  war,  —  488,695    o    o 

Towards  difcbarging  the  navy  debt,  —        ^  —  1,000,000     o    o 

On  account  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  —  —  4,000    o    o 

For  20,057  cffeftive  land-forces,  &c.  —  —  634,240    3  11 

For  the  pay  of  tlie  general  and  ftaff-officers,  &c«  -^  —  i^>473  ^^     ^f 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  Africa,  &c»  960,843  18     9 

For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Briti(h  and  Iri(h  eftabli(hments,         52*923     i     6 
For  five  Hanoverian  battalions  ferving'at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  56*074  19    4^ 

For  the  charge  of  13,472  He(fian  troops  and  fub(idy,  —  367,203    9  10 

For  ditto  of  two  regiments  of  foot  of  Hanau,         ,      —  —  35>44i  19    9i- 

Ditto  of  one  regiment  of  Waldeck,  —  — .  J7>370    8     q.\ 

For  the  charge  of  4,300  Brunfwickers,  — .  —  93»947  ^5     8 

For  ditto  of  1,241  troops  of  Brandenburg  Anfpach,  —  34»oo7     211 

For  provifions  for  the  foreign  troops  fcrving  in  America,  —  47*  160  13    3 


CJarricd  forward,        7»3 12^583    7    9t 
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Fnr  miv:«4»  »'*'^-»  •»-•  ^-^  ^^tx,atutL  tttUxjn  tot  tilt  Hanau  troops, 

For  artillery  for  the  foreign  troops,  —  — 

For  the  charge  of  feveral  augmentations  of  the  Britifh  forces^  frooi 
their  feveral  commencements  to  the,  24th  of  December,  — - 

For  the  charge  of  certain  army  augmentations,  &c.  — 

For  ditto,      .  —  —  —  •— 

For  ditto  of  a  corps  of  infantry  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  &c.  — 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  militia,  embodied  from  March  26, 1778^ 
to  the  24th  of  December  folio  wing^  —  — .  _ 

For  additional  cloathing  for  ditto^  ,   —  —  — 

For  three  regiments  of  fencibles  to  be  raifed  in  North  Britain,  from 
April  25,  1778,  to  the  24th  of  December  following,  •— 

For  the  charge  of  out-pcnfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital^  &c.  — 

On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty^s  land  forces,  &c. 

For  allowances  to  feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 
reduced  troops  of  horfe-guards,  &c.  —  — 

For  penfions  to  the  widows  of  certain  reduced  officers,  -— - 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  &c»  -— 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,  &c. 

For  fervices  performed  by  ditto  for  ditto,  not  provided  for  in  1777, 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  m  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain^ 

For  the  civil  eftabliihment  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  — 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  «  —  —  ,*^ 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia,  —.  _  _ 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  — —  ~ 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Senegambia,  —  — -  — • 

On  account  of  general  furveys  in  North  America,.  — 

For  defraying  the  extra  expences  of  calling  in  and  recoining  the  defi- 
cient coin  of  the  kingdom,  —  —  —  105,227     8     3. 

To  Mr.  Edward  Moore,' for  thirteen  years  employment  in  compiling  a 
general  index  to  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  —  6,400    o    o 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Forfterfor  eight  years  ditto,  •  —  —  3>ooo    o    o 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Roger  Flaxman  for  nine  years  ditto,  —  3>ooo    p    o 

To  Mr.  Cunningham,  in  part  of  his  payment  for  compiling  a  general 
index,  &c.  —  —    —  —  —  —  500    o    o 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  5th*  of  July,  1777,  °^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
cftablilhed  for  paying  certain  annuities,  &c.  —  —  43>62i   10    o 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum  iffued  by  his  Majefty's 
orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  19,100    o    o 

For  the  relief  of  certain  American  civil  officers,  &c.  —  56,680    2     6 

To  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  employing  convifts  on  the  Thames,  9>07S     311 

For  repairing,  &c.  Britilh  forts  and  fettlcments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  13,000    o    o 


£^      s. 

rf. 

7.3i2>583  7 

9t 

»>67S  17 

I 

27*379  ^0 

286,632  14 

6 

18,89s  5 

^ 

80,319  14 

I 

18,071  12 

a 

402,622  9 

a 

37tSS9  7 

6 

45«6o8  2 

0 

i05»43i  'S 

S 

90*939  IS 

0 

712  0 

5 

238  0 

0 

1,469,923  I 

4 

382,816  2 

8 

300,483  13 

10 

6,998  12 

5 

3,i^oo  0 

o 

2,866  0 

o 

4,701  10 

8 

4,950  0 

0 

4,900  0 

0 

SfSSO    0 

0 

2,372  0 

0 

Carried  ovcr^  10,877,004  16    2^ 
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Brought  over. 
Towards  difcharging  certatn  iLZCliequer  bius. 

For  ditto,  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  aids  granted  in  this  year. 

For  difcharging  the  prizes  of  the  lottery  of  1777,  — 

To  replace  to  the  iinking  fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame. 

Deficiency  in  the  land-tax,  —  —  — 

Ditto  in  the  malt-tax,  •—  —  — 

Total  Supplies, 

The  Ways  and  Means  for  rsufing  the  foregoing  fupplies. 
Duty  on  malt,  —  — .  — 

Land  tax  at  4s.  —  •—  — 

By  annuities  and  lottery,      .         —  —  — 

By  Exchequer  bills,  _  —  — 

By  certain  furpluiles  of  the  finking  fund,  —  — 

By  ditto,  —  —  —  — 

By  ditto,  —  —  —  — 

By  certain  deduAions  out  of  falaries,  penfions»  &c.  — 

From  the  furplus  of  the  two-fevenths  ofexcife,  &c.  — 

Certain  favings  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymafter-general,  — 

Ditto,  —  —  —  — 

By  Exchequer  Bill^  .      —  —  — 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means,  — 

Supplies  granted,  — 

Excefs  of  provifions,  — 


o 
o 


10,877,004  16 

• .  ^M^  r\r\n 
1,000,000 

480,000  O 

38*493  a 

252,000  O 

200,000  o 


2^- 

O 
O 

o 

o 
o 


i4>347»497  i8    9I 


750,000  o 

2,600,000  o 

6,480,000  o 

1,500,000  o 

703,790  18 

2,296,209     I 

4,976  17 

46,825    o 

3i»iS4  17 

37^^a«    3 
27,690    o 

500,000    o 


o 
o 

o 

o 

3^ 
8t 

li 

o 

H 

10 
O 

o 


»4»378,567  18 
«4»347»497  ^8 


7^ 
9^ 


31,069  19  10 


t^  The  vote  of  credit  for  one  million,  granted  this  feifion^  and  the  500,000!.  loan  of  the 
fourth  of  May,  are  both  charged  on  the  next  aids. 

It  appears  from  the  above  accounts,  that  the  additional  public  debt 
funded  this  year,  amounts  to  fix  millions ;  the  intereft  of  which,  at 
3  per  cent,  per  annum,  is  —  —  —  180,000.  o    o 

Together  with  the  additional  annuity  of  2L  los.  per  cent,  per  annum, 
for  thirty  years,  which  amounts  to         -  —  —  150,000    o    o 


Total  amount. 

This  fum  was  raifed  in  the  following  manner  :— 
By  a  tax  on  houfes,  — .  _  -^  _ 

By  an  additional  tax  of  eight  guineas  per  tun  on  all  French  wJnes,  and 
four  guineas  per  tun  on  all  other  wines  imported,  i— 

Total  of  new  taxes, 
Intereft  of  the  additional  public  debt  funded  this  year, 

Excefs  of  new  taxes,       -     —  •—  —  — 


330,000    o    o 


264,000    o    o 


72rSS8 

0 

0 

336*558 

330,000 

0 
0 

0 
0 

6,558 

0 

0 
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1778      The  number  of  chriftenings  and  burials  from  December  16,  1777,  to  December  15,  17781 
within  the  London  bills  of  mortality,  is  as  follows  :— 

Christened.  Buried. 

Males,  8,793  Males,         10,^35 

Females,       8,507  Females,     10,164 


1779 


In  ally      17,300 


In  all,     ao,399 


In  the  city  of  Paris,  during  this  year,  there  were  bom  11,445  i^^'^'t  ^^^  10,821  females; 
in  all,  22,266. — Died,  9,101  males,  and  8,011  females  i  in  all,  17,112:  and  6,705  children 
were  brought  to  the  foundling  hofpital. 

A  treatife  was  about  this  time  publilhed  in  France,  in  which  a  calculation  is  made  of  the 
population  of  the  moft  remarkable  cities  in  the  world.  We  arc  very  fenfible  of  the  great  diffi- 
culty, if  not  impoffibility  of  being  accurate  in  accounts  of  this  nature,  as  well  as  the  partiality 
of  a  French  calculator ;  neverthelefs,  as  this  fcems  to  be  the  rcfult  of  an  induftrious  enquiry, 
we  (hall  not  hefitate  to  infert  it. 

Paris,  — 

Madrid,  — 

London,  — 

Amfterdam,  — 

Lifbon,  — 

Conftantinople,        — 

Venice,  — 

Dantzic,  — 

Pcterfturg,  — 

Copenhagen,  — 

Stockholm,  — 

Naples,  — 

Pekin,  in  China, 

Rome,  — 

Mofcow,    ,  — 

The  commehcement  of  this  year  did  not  poffcfs  an  appearance  aufpicious  to  the  intcrefts  of 
the  Britifti  empire.  The  commiffioners  were  returned  from  America,  without  having  an- 
fwercd  any  purpofe  of  national  honour  or  utility.  In  fhort,  the  whole  fyftem  of  public  affairs 
was  now  entirely  different  from  what  it  had  been  to  the  prefent  crifis,  and  the  difputes  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  were  changed  into  a  war  between  this  kingdom  and  France.-^ 
The  queflion  therefore  was,  at  this  time,  whether  we  fhould  paffively  fubmit  to  the  perfidious 
di£tates  of  that  ambitious  power,  and  fuffer  it,  without  refiftance,  to  wreil,  as  it  were,  our 
property  out  of  our  hands,  or  endeavour,  by  calling  forth  every  national  refource,  and  em- 
ploying every  energy  of  the  empire,  to  force  the  rebellious  colonies  to  obedience,  and  make  tlie 
enemy  who  bad  fomented,  and  now  fupported  that  rebellion,  feel  all  the  feverity  of  Britifh 
vengeance. 

France  and.  America  having  engaged  in  one  common  war  witli  Great  Britain,  the  profecu- 

tion  of  war  with  the  one,  neceffarily  included  hoflilities  with  the  other.     To  aft  without 

vigour  in  America,  from  the  hopes  of  producing  reconciliation,  would  have  been  woaknefs  in 

Vol;  IV.  H  h  the 


823,276 

increaiing* 

340,000 

ditto. 

930,000 

decreaiing. 

350,000 

increafing. 

200,000 

ditto. 

700,000 

decreafing. 

160,000 

ditto. 

240,000 

ditto. 

200,000 

increaling. 

100,000 

ditto. 

95,000 

ditto. 

230,000 

decreafing. 

900,000 

ditto. 

200,000 

ditto. 

400,000 

ditto. 
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J  779  ^^  extreme ;  and  to  have  afleated  to  her  independence,  in  order  to  direft  the  whole  force  jof 
the  Britifli  empire  to  the  punilhment  of  France,  (which  was  a  meafore  recommended  by  fome 
leading  perfons  of  the  party  who  oppofed  the  miniftry)  woaid  have  found  no  encouragement 
from  the  general  opinion  of  the  nation. — Nay,  it  was  in  oppofition  to  fuch  an  opinion,  deli- 
vered by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  Lord  Chatham  uttered  his  laft 
wordsy-^pouring  forth,  even  amidft  pain  and  death,  the  lait  effuiions  of  that  brilliant  and 
energetic  foul,  whole  unbounded  powers  were  uniformly  exerted  in  the  fervice  of  his  country : 
thus  dofing  a  glorious  life,  by  a  ftill  more  glorious  exit« 

The  war  with  Fraace  was,  in  truth,  a  matter x>fRece{iity:  Parliament  cpnfidered  it  in  that 
point  of  view,  and  exprefled  its  warmeft  refolutions  to  fupport  the  crown  to  the  utmoft  in  the 
profecution  of  it ;  while  the  nation  in  general  manifefted  the  moft  iincere  determination  to  - 
fecond  the  efforts  of  government* 

At  tibis  time,  the  iflue  of  the  engagement  between  the  Britifli  and  French  fleets^  on  the 
27ih  of  July,  in  laft  year,  was  become  a  renewed  matter  of  confideration  among  all  ranks  and 
claflet  of  people.  Thedifcuflion  of  this  fubjeft  not  only  animated  private  converfatton,  but 
became  the  principal  topic  of  the  different  public  prints  ;.  till,  at  length,  it  was  introduced  into- 
Parliament,  and  brought  on  the  public  accufation  of  Admiral  Keppel,  for  mifcondud,  &c.  by 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who  had  commanded  the  blue  diyiiion  of  the  fleet  under  him.  In  confe-- 
quence  of  this  charge.  Admiral  Keppel  was  brought  to  trial  by  a  court-martial ;  and,  after  a^ 
long  inveftigation  of  every  fpecies  of  evidence  thai  could  be  produced,  he  was  acquitted  of  all 
the  chaiges  that  had  been  brought  againft  him,  in  the  moft  honourable  manner. .  He  was  de« 
clared,  in  the  moft  explicit  terms,  to  have  afted  the  part  of  a  judicious,  brave,,  and  experienced 
officer ;  and  the  accufation  was  condemned  in  terms  of  the  utmoft  feverity. . 

This  engagement,  it  was  contended,  excepting  the  mere  deftruAron-  of  the  enemy's  Ihips, 
had  produced  all  tlie  benefits  which  could  have  been  derived  from  the  moft  complete  victory; 
as,  in  confequence  of  it,  the  Britifh  commerce  was  fully  protededi  while  that  of  France  was 
greatly  diftrefled;  and  the  Britifh  fleet  remained  jnafter  of  the  fea  during  the  remainder  of  the 
campaign,  while  that  of  the  enemy  dared  not  venture  out  of  port; — There  were  many,  how« 
ever,  who  held  a  very  different  opinion  of  the  general  effeAs-  of  this  firft  naval  conteft ;  and 
who  ftrenuoufly  maintained,  that  one  of  thoie  happy  opportunities  had  been  permitted  to  efcape, 
which,  when  feized  with  promptitude  and  vigour,  frequently  decide,  at  one  firm,.  compa£led 
firoke,  the  fate  of  wars  and  empires.^  ' - 

The  unhappy  confequences  of  the  American  war  had,  by  this  time,  affeded  Iieland  in  a^ 
very  alarming  manner.  Her  immedtat^e  Ibfles^  indeed,  confidered  merely  as  a  fpecific  fum  in^ 
point  of  calculation,  could  certainly  hold  no  comparifon  with  thofe  fuftained  by  England; 
yet  the  lefler  lofs  was  more  feverely  felt  by' the  poorer  country,  than  the  greater  had  hitherto 
been  by  that  which  fo  much  exceeded  it  in  commercial  capital.  Other  caufes,  however,  and 
which  proceeded  direftly  from  the  American  war,  concurred  in  accumulating  the  diftreffes  of 
Ireland  ;  befides  the  ancient  reftraints  upon  her  commerce,  aa  embargo  had  been  continued 
from  the  year  1776 :  thus  her  great  ftaple  commodities  of  beef  and  butter  were  Ihot  up  and 
pcrifhing  in  their  warehoufes^  at  the  very  time  their  great, — their  only  free, — and,  confequcntly, 
•only  valuable  manufafture,  that  of  linen,  was  greatly  contra6ted  by  the  American  troubles. 

Although  nothing  could  be  more  diftref&ng  to  the  Irifh  than  this  embargo,  yet  it  was  very 
far  from  anfwering  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  imppfcd :  for  it  neither  appeared  at  that  time, 
Cfix  has  it  fince  been  proved^  that  the  French  armaments  were  laid  by,  or  even  deferred,  from 

3  the 
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4  7;j9  the  want  of  Irifli  provifions  ;  and  their  Weft  Indiaiflaxids  were  fo  far  from  .being  ruined  oii 
that  account,  that  they  were  well  known  to  have  bi^en  fupplied  with  many  articles  upon  as 
rgood  terms  as  our  own. 

But  this  was  not  all : — The  Irifli  beheld,  Witli  grief  a'nd  difmay,  that  the  northern  parts  of 
Germany,  and  other  countries  adjoining  to  the  Baltic,  were,  with  great  avidity,  preparing  to 
.grafp  at  that  beneficial  trade^  which  was  flipping  out  of  their  hands.  They  had  aheady  begun 
the  experiment,  were  fparing  no  induftry  or  €xpence  in  procuring^  proper  (alt  for  the  purpofe, 
and  proper  perfons  forinflruAing  them  in  the  arc  of  curing  and  packing  their  beef,  and  had 
even  fent  fome  confiderabie  quantities  o£  it  to  the  French  market.  Although  thefe.famples 
did  not  approach  to  any  degree  of  competition  with  the  Irifli  beef,  in  point  of  goodnefs,  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  very  attempt  was  a  natural  fubjeft  of  alarm.  The  vaft  profits  which  the  fup* 
ply  would  afford,  from  the  lownefs  of  rents,  and  the  c}ieaphefs  of  cattle  in  thofe  countries, 
would  occafion  great  improvements  both  in  the  articles  of  feeding  and  curing :  and  it  is  a  com- 
mercial maxim  as  univerfally  known  as  experimentally  eftabliflied,  that  a  branch  of  trade 
once  loft,  or  even  transferred,  is  rarely  to  be  recovered.  To  render  all  thcfe  circumftances  of 
Jofs  and  alarm  the  more  mortifying,  it  was  generally  faid,  and  from  the  authority  of  thofb  • 

who  firll  made  the  declaration,  univerfeUy  believed,  that  the  fource  of  thefe  mifchiefs  was 
neither  more  or  lefs  than  a  job,  which  owed^ts  origin,  or,  at  leaft,  it^  continuance,  to  mini* 
ilerial  favour,  and  a  partiality  to  particular  contrafts. 

But  other  circumftances,  befides  the  ftiackles  on  her  trade,  combined  to  auginent  the  diftrefs 
of  this  country : — The  rent  of  lands  in  Ireland,  within  the  laft  thirty  years,  had  been  very 
much  eacreafed  :  but  though  this  rife  in  the  rents  muft  have  been  generally  fupporled  by  the 
^prices  given  in  thofe  markets  which  took  oiF  the  produce  of  the  lands,  yet  it  appeared,  too 
evidently,  that  competition,  and  a  fpirit  of  fpeculation,  ha^  their  flxarc  in  the  rife,  and  when 
they  fell,  a  very  general  failure  of  credit  accompanied  them. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  numbers  of  the  labouring  and  manufaft tiring  part  of  the  com* 
munity  found  themfelves  without  employment,  and,  confequently,  deftitute  of  the  neceifaries 
^f  life.  Though  great  and  numerous  aSs  of  private  charity,  aided  by  the  liberalities  of  public 
iubfcription,  did,  in  fome  meafure,  alleviate  tliis  alarming  calamity,  and  though  20,000  poor 
were  continually  fed,  for  a  confiderable  time,  in  the*  city  of  Dublin  only,  yet  thefe  efforts 
could  produce  only  a  partial  remedy,  and  it  was  very  evident,  that  employment  alone  could 
give  certainty  to  that  fubfiftence  whi^h  their  daily  labour  had  hitherto  provided  for  them. 

It  is  alfo  more  than  probable,  that  a  portion  of  this  diftrefs  might  have  arifen  from  that 
iluduation  of  commerce  which  happens  frequently  in  the  beft  of  tiraes^  but  be  that  as  it  may, 
•the  fituation  of  that  kingdom  forced  itfelf  on  the  attention  of  many  perfons  of  confideration  in 
this :  fo  important  and  prcffing  a  fubjcdt  had  therefore  been,  in  fome  degree,  brought  forward 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  previous  to  -the  recefs  during  the  Chriftmas  holidays.  *On  that 
occafion,  the  diftreiles  of  the  Irifli  people  were  difplayed  in  the  ftrongeft  colours,  and  it  had 
been  very  powerfully  urged,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain,  to 
^afford  a  fpeedy  and  cflential  relief  to  Ireland,  which,  it  was  aiierted,  could  alone  be  done,  to 
any  effeft,  by  removing  thofe  impolitic  reftriftions  on  their  trade,  which  owed  their  rife 
merely  to  the  narrow  fpirit  of  monopoly,  operating  upon  miftaken  notions  of  all  true  com- 
mercial principles  ;  thefe  reftriftions  being,  in  reality,  as  contrary  to  the  real  interefts  of  this 
country,  as  they  were  hoftile  to  the  profperity  of  the  fifter  kingdom.     Notice  was  therefore  • 

given,  that  a  bill  would  be  propofed  for  granting  commercial  relief  to  Ireland. 

Hh  z      .  Accordingly, 


•  % 
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Acs^i'm^:'^,  Ac  fc4  propofieiam  ktU  ovc  in  hnmi  of  tkot  cosntrr,  ahiios^b  iwi  fpcciS- 
ca!'r  2:^>IkJ  oriaofVidfer*  wcaC  to  the  uMminy  her  a  gtaenl  ctponatiop  in  a£I  lamrrt,  ex- 
cfpt  Ltr  voc^!kns  ;  Ibe  c&2ibll{hme0t  <£  a  oottm  Bsns£i£torj  mider  thai  ligii:,  and  a  libertj 
of  \n&D%  to  snd  froB  Ammca*  tfae  Weft  ladies,  and  tbe  coaft  of  AfiicL  Bet  thcic  vrie 
cppc/fed«  oo  tbt  idea  ^  tbtir  being  foo  gCDetal  aad  exte&£Te«  as  well  as  too  alannzn^  to  tfae 
tz^ano&Aorfrt  here,  a:>d  vert,  bj  degree*,  Bairoved  to  foch  a  onimer,  natii  the  lappoftcrs 
^  thfffi  etiticrtd  into  a  kifid  of  ooa^omife,  to  ghre  vp  tfae  gcncnl  omHue  of  rdkf,  and  to 
con£ise  tfaemfclres  to  feoie  partkrvlar  and  fpecific  propofitioo.  It  was  aocordinglT  iDOTcd, 
that  tbe  Honfe  Aoold,  on  a  giren  day,  icCoive  itidf  into  a  committee,  to  take  into  confiirxa* 
tlon  tbc  a£ts  of  Pafiiament  relating  to  tfae  importation  of  fogan  from  tfae  Weft  Indies  int«> 

Iidand. 

Tbe  declared  ob3e£k  of  tfais  motion  was  to  rqieil  dut  danfe  in  tfae  ad  X  narigatioii,  by 
wfaicb  all  Ibipf  laden  with  fagart  were  compelled  to  bring  tfaear  cargoes  diredly  to  Ei^Iand, 
from  whence  the  qoantitj  neoeflarj  for  the  confomption  of  Ireland  was  afterwards  to  be  re* 
exported  to  ic  This  qoeftion  was  £urlj  and  coolly  debated  on  both  fides,  witfaont  any  ap- 
pearance of  warmth,  bat  foch  as  natarallr  arofe  from  the  locality  of  repiefcntation ;  and  was, 
at  length,  carried  only  by  a  majority  of  five  rotes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  clamour  without  doors,  and  tfae  oppofition  from  ds  mannftftnring 
diflrids,  was  much  lefs  riolent  than  they  had  been  in  the  preceding  icffion^«— Gla^ow  and 
Manchefler,  however  had  petitioned ;  and  the  minifter  foddenly  Teering  from  the  neutral  fiate 
i«e  bad  hitherto  kept  in  tbe  bofinefr,  the  propoied  relief  was  rejeded  on  the  iStfa  of  Kfard^ 
by  a  majority  of  one  rote  moie  than  tktt  which  had  advanced  it  to  tfae  fiift  fiage  of  parliamen- 
tary exifience* 

As  the  a^irs  of  Irebnd  will  compole,  in  fatnre,  a  very  interefting  and  important  part  of 
this  work,  we  (hall  prepare  the  way  to  a  right  nnderftanding  of  them,  by  bringing  into  one 
point  of  view  tbe  principal  argomenu  that  were  nrged  at  tfae  different  periods  in  which  this 
buiinefs  was  agitated^  whether  in  fopport  of,  or  in  oppoiition  to  die  propoied  meafnre.- 

It  was  contended,  that  leaving  all  ideas  of  liberality,  or  even  juftice  out  of  the  qneftion,  we 
were  impelled,  by  a  neceilary  regard  to  our  own  prefent  fecarity  and  future  prefervation,  to 
cheriih  and  maintain  tbe  remaining  paru  of  tbe  empire,  and  to  concentrate  the  whole  body  of 
tbe  people  in  one  common  boi^  of  union,  which  could  be  produced  by  no  other  means  than 
by  a  general  communication  of  interefts,  and  participation  of  benefits. — That  tfae  people  of 
Ireland  expeAed,  and  had  an  undoubted  right  to  demand  relief: — That  this  was  no  time, 
after  the  heavy  lofs  of  the  colonies  and  of  our  American  commerce,  to  hazard  that  of  our 
filler  kingdom,  whether  by  invafion  or  feparation,  one  of  which  was  already  threatened,  and 
tbe  other  by  no  means  an  objeA  of  idle  apprehenfion,  if  the  expeded  relief  was  not  afforded 
to  it*  But  even  fuppofing  that  the  loyalty  and  patience  of  Ireland  Ihould  be  invincible,  and 
that  neither  a  conqueft  or  feparation  Ihould  uke  place,  though  we  ihould  continue  to  poflefs 
the  foil  of  that  kingdom,  we  (hould  lofe  tbe  inhabitants ;  who,  as  foon  as  a  peace  took  place, 
if  our  oppreifion  continued,  would  emigrate  in  great  numbers  to  America,  and  carry  their 
arts,  nuaufaAures,  and  induftry  along  with  them. — It  was  aflerted  that  the  American  armies 
had  been  numeroufly  recruited  by  the  unhappy  emigrants  from  Ireland;  who,  being  driven 
from  their  country  by  want,  were  compelled  by  the  fame  neceflity  to  take  up  arms  in  a  quarrel 
in  which  they  had  no  intcreft,  and  to  Ihed  their  blood  in  a  contcft  with  their  friends  and 
brethren. 

The 
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1779  The  Irifti  were  alfo  ftated  as  the  beft  cuftomers  in  maay  articles  of  Britifh  merchandize  and 
manufadures  ;  that  we  long  derived  the  advantages  of  wealth  and  power  from  them,  which 
Would  be  proportionably  increafed  under  a  wife  and  liberal  fyftem  of  government ;  and  tha^ 
every  commercial  benefit  we  granted  to  them,,  would,  return,  withi  accumulated  intcreft,  to 
ourfclves. 

From  the  papers  produced  to  juftify  thefe,  and  fimilar  aflcrtions,  it  appeared,  that  the  ex- 
ports from  England  to  Ireland,  oaaa average  of  ten  years,  amounted  to  2,057,000!.  yearly  ; 
and  that  the  exports  from  Ireland  to  England,  on  a  (imilar  calculation,  did  not  exceed 
1,353,0001.  per  annum  ;  confequently,  the  balance  in  favour  of  England,  during  that  period, 
exceeded  7, ooo,oooUfterling ;  exclufive  of  which  were  to  be  confidered  the  iramenfc  fums 
drawn  from  Ireland  in  rents  to  abfentees,  penfions,  the  emoluments  of  places  held  by  Eng- 
lishmen, expences  ob  appeals  in  law  and  equity,  as  well  as  thofe  of  bufinefs  and  of  pleafure. 

It  alfo  appeared,  that  the  decreafe  of  exports  from  England  to  Ireland,  during  the  laft  two 
years,,  amounted,  on  an  average,  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than  716,0001.  per  annum  ;  from  whence  it 
was  reafonably  foretold,  hqw  great  the  lofs  would  be  to  the  revenue,  as  well  as  to  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  this  country,  if  the  diftrefles  of  Ireland  were  fufFered  to  accumulate.— 
It  was  very  naturally  afked,  whether  fuch  a  country,  with  fuch  benefits  as  we  derived  from  it, 
was  to  be  committed  to  any  hazard,  or  to  be  rendered  a  confLituent  pars  of  our  body  politic, 
of  our  common  ftock  of  wealth,  ftrengtb,  and  defence?  and  whether  a'kingdom  fhould  be 
facrificed  tp  a  fingle  town,  to  the  monopoly  of  a  particular  diftrift,  or  to  the  ill-judged  cla- 
mours and  idle  prejudices  of  any  body  of  manufacturers  whatever? — The  experience  of  delay 
in  fatisfying  America  was  ftrongly  urged,  and  the  good  fruit  of  an  early  gratification  of  tlie 
wiihes  of  Ireland  forcibly  ftated  and  recommended* 

On  the  other  hand,  the  diftrefles  of  Ireland  were  faid  to  be  greatly  overcharged :  but  that, 
even  if  the  melancholy  defcription  were  ftriftly  true,  the  grievances  complained  of  were  not  to 
be  attributed  fo  much  to  the  trade  laws  here,  as  to  the  mal-adminiftration  there, — to  faults  in 
the  internal  conftitution  of  their  government,  and  to  general  mifmanagement  in  the  conduct 
of  their  atFairs. — Thefe  were  matters  which  (hould  be  firft  enquired  into  and  redrefled  ;  and 
without  fuch  a  preliminary  meafure,  no  fubftantial  relief  could  be  afforded.  It  was  faid,  that 
the  unhappy  confequences  of  the  American  war  were  equally  felt  in  both  countries  ;  that  Ire- 
land bore  no  more  than  her  ihare  in  the  common  calamity  ;  and  that  if  her  people  were  with- 
out bread,  our  own  manufacturers  were  alfo  without  that  employment  which  could  procure 
it.  That  in  this  ftate  of  common  diftrefs,  however  our  feelings  might  be  affeded  with  refpeCt 
to  our  Irilh  brethren,  our  fympathy  was  more  naturally  attracted  by  thofe  fufFerings  which 
were  immediately  within  our  knowledge  ;  and,  that  however  alarming  a  rebellion  in  Ireland 
might  be,  it  could  not  be  a  matter  of  fuch  ferious  apprehenfion  as  a  rebellion  at  home  ;  an 
event  which  was  equally^  probable,  if  any  addition  was  made  to  the  fufterings  which  onv  ma- 
nufacturers already  endured,  by  a  furrender  of  thofe  advantages  in  trade  which  they  confidered 
a$  their  birth-right, 

.  This  bufinefs  was  however  taken  up  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  pafled  ofF,  on  government 
undertaking  to  prepare  a  proper  plan  for  accomodating  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  to  have  it 
ready  to  lay  before  Parliament  early  in  the  enfuing  fcffion :  fome  laws,  however,  relating  to 
Ireland  had  been  pafled  in  this,  the  beads  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  commercial  aCls  of 
this  year. 

That 
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That  it  was  ncccflary  to  aifift  Ireland,  in  point  of  mere  commercial  policy,  was  as  clear  as 
evidence  could  make  it. — But  the  fpirit  of  the  people  of  that  kingdom  was  beginning  to  aroufe 
•from  its  dormant  ftatc,  to  demand  that  as  a  right,  which  we  bad  delayed  to  grant  as  a  favour. 
The  example  of  America  was  before  them,  and  they  Ihewed  a  difpofition  to  follow  it ;  for, 
^xclufive  of  fome  very  ferious  riot«  which  happened  in  this  year,  we  have  the  following  articles 
to  confirm  our  relation  > 

At  an  aflcmbly  held  at  the  Tholfcl  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  on  the  i6th  of  April,  1779,  *^ 
following  rcfolutions  were  agreed  to  :— 

**  Refolvcd,— That  the  unjuft,  illiberal,  and  impolitic  oppofition  given  by  many  felf- 
interefted  people  of  Great  Britain  to  the  propofed  encouragement  of  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  this  kingdom,  originated  in  avarice  and  ingratitude. 

*<  Refolvcd,— That  we  will  not,  direftly  or  indireftly,  import  or  ufe  any  goods  or  wares, 
the  produce  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  which  can  be  produced  or  man u fad u reel  in  this 
kingdom,  till  an  enlightened  policy,  founded  on  principles  of  juilice,  Ihall  appear  to  afluate 
the  inhabitants  of  certain  manufafturing  towns  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  taken  fo  a£tive  a 
part  in  oppofing  the  regulations  propofed  in  favour  of  the  trade  of  Ireland  ;  and  that  they  ap- 
pear to  entertain  fentiments  of  rcfpcft  and  affeftion  for  their  fellow-fubjefts  of  this  kingdom." 

At  the  fummer  ailizes  for  the  county  and  city  of  Watfcrford,  the  high  IherifF,  grand  juries, 
and  principal  inhabitants  met,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  confideration  the  prefcnt  ruinous 
ilate  of  the  trade  and  manufa^res,  and  the  alarming  decline  in  the  value  of  the  ftaple  com* 
jnodities  of  that  kingdom  ;  and  looking  upon  it  as  an  indifpenfable  duty  that  they  owed  to 
their  country  and  themfelves,  to  reilrain,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  thcfe  growing  evils, 
.they  came  to,  and  figned  the  following  refolutions  : — 

**  Refolvcd, — That  we,  pur  families,  and  all  whom  we  can  influence,  fhall,  from  this  day, 
wear  and  make  ufe  of  the  manufaftures  of  this  country,  and  this  country  only,  until  fuch 
time  as  all  partial  reftriCtions  on  our  trade,  impofed^by  the  illiberal  and  contrafted  policy  of 
our  iifler  kingdom,^  be  removed:  but  if,  in  confequence  of  this  our  refolution,  the  manufac-* 
turcrs  (whofe  intereft  we  have  more  immediately  under  confideration)  fhoukl  aft  fraudulently, 
or  combine  to  impofe  upon  the  public,  we  il^all  hold  ourfelves  no  longer  bound  to  countenance 
and  fupport  them. 

*•  Refolved, — That  we  will  not  deal  with  any  merchant  or  fliopkeeper  who  (hall,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  be  detefted  in  impofing  any  foreign  manufacture  as  the  manufacture  of  this 
country."*^* 

On  the  16th  of  April,  Admiral  Pigot  fcrought  forward,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
fubjcftofhis  brother,  Lord  Pigot's  dcpofition,  imprifonment,  and  death;  and  concluded  it 
with  a  motion,  which  met  with  the  higheft  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majcfty  to  direft  his  attorney-general  to  profeoute  George  Stratton,  Henry  Brooke,  Charles 
Floyer,  and  George  Mackay,  Efqrs.  for  ordering  their  governor  and  commander  in  chief. 
Lord  Pigot,  to  be  arreftcd  and  confined  under  a  military  force,  &c. — Thofe  perfons  were  after- 
wards tried,  and  found  guilty.  Lord  Pigot  was  a  faithful  fcrvant  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  : 
to  execute  the  commiifion  with  which  he  had  been  entrufted,  was  his  determined  refolution  ; 
and  if  his  zeal  impelled  him  to  what  has  the  appearance  x>f  violent  proceeding,  he  fccms,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  be  juftified  by  the  circumftanccs  about  him  :  and  that  particular  aft  of  fufpen- 
ding  members  of  the  council,  which  was  the  chief  article  of  accufation  againfthim,  was  the 
.firitaft  of  his  accufers  themfelves,  when  they  entered  upon  the  adminiftration  of  that  power 

from 
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1779  ^^®™  which  they  had  dcpofed  their  governor. — He  certainly  poflcflcd  the  moft  incorruptible 
integrity  ;  as,  in  a  country  where  corruption  feemcd  ta  poflcfs  a  licence,  he  refufed  a  bribe, 
amounting  in  value  to  6oo,ocxDi.  ilerling,  merely  ta  delay,  but  for  a  fhort  time,  the  reinftate- 
mcnt  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour, 

But  leaving,  for  a  while,  thefe  internal  difputes  and  didentions,  let  us  now  turn  our  eyes 
to  an  objeft  of  greater  magnitude, — to  a  more  extended  field  of  a&ion ;  where  partial  evil 
ieems  to  fink  under  the  weightier  preffore  of  general  calamity,,  and  a  combination  of  power 
that  appeared  irrefiflible,. 

France  had  been,  for  fome  time,  diligently  and  artfu  11  employed  in  procuring*  the  acceilioii' 
of  Spain  to  the  caufe  which  Ihe  had  efpoufed.  That  ambitious  power  was  convinced,  not- 
withftanding  the  hopes  fhe  had  conceived  from  her  great  preparations,  that  they  were  not  ade- 
quate to  the  dcfign  (he  had  formed  of  compelling  Great  Britain  to  fubmit  to  the  terms  Ihe  had 
arranged,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Upitcd  States  of  America*  She  was  fenfible  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  her  commerce,  and  was  alarmed  for  the  refources  of  her  marine  power. — In 
the  courfe  of  another  year,  ihe  had  every  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  fleets  and  privateers  of 
-  Great  Britain,  were  they  to  continue  their  career,  would  reduce  her  tOvfuch  diftrefs,  as  en* 
tirely  to  difable  her  from  profecuting  the  grand  objeft  of  her  wiflies. 

In  this  critical  ^tuation,  (he  reminded  the  court  of  Spain  of  the  folemn  engagements  of  the 
Family  Compaft  ;  (he  reprefented,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  that  if  the  French  branch  of  the 
line  of  Bourbon  were  to  be  humbled  by  Great  Britain,  that  the  Spani(h  branch  muft  inevita-- 
biy  partake  of  its  humiliation,  and^they  would  be  both,  degraded  a  fecond  time  in  the  ^yes  of 
all  Europe. 

The  folicitations  of  the  French  court  were,  however,  for  a  certain  period,  unfuccefsful  :— 
Spain  did  not,  at  that  time,  think  it  her  interbft  to  co-operate  in  the  difmemberment  of  the 
Briti(h  empire ;  and  (he  was  rather  difpofed  to  look  forward  to  future  cohtingencies,  than  ta 
confult  the  apparent  intereft  of  the  prefent  moment.  The  precedentof  a  fuccefsful  rebellion 
in  any  colonies,  was  confidered,  and  with  great  reafon,  by  the  Spanidv  court,  as  too  danger- 
ous to  be  encouraged  and  affifted  in  the  manner  propofed  by  France.  The  American  pof-  < 
feifions  of  Spain  were,  in  many  refpe£ls  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Great  Britain  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  the  example  of  Britilh  America  might  excite  difcoiitents  and  commotions  in  the 
Spani(h  colonies,  where  it  was  well  known  turbulent  fpirits  were  not  wanting  to  foment  thenu 
It  was  certainly  the  true  policy  of  Spain  to  refift  the  infinuating  propofitions  of  France;  and, 
for  a  time,  (he  did  refift  them  :  at  length,  however,  the  French  folicitations  at  Mkdrid  became 
more  fuccefsful.;  and  the  Spani(h  monarch  was  prevailed  upon  to  make  an  offer  of  his  media- 
tion between  France,  North  America,  and  Great  Britain* 

His  Catholic  Majefty  afted  upon  this  occafion  with  great  forefight  and  circumfpeftion.-^ 
He  waited  till  the  military  and  naval  forces  that  had  been  employed  in  the  late  quarrel  between 
Spain  and  Portugal  were  returned  from  Brazil ;  and  till  the  rich  fleets  fronL  Mexico  and  Peru 
were  fafely  arrived  in  the  harbours  of  Spain.  Asfoon  as  thefe  were  fecured^  he  aCumed  the 
character  of  mediator  between  the  powers  at  war.  Great  Britain- acceded  to  this  attempt  to« 
wards  a  pacification  ;  and  the  terms  propofed  by  the  Spani(h.monarch.  were  to  the  following 
purport:— 

**  That  all  parties  (hould'dilkrra  immediately,  atid  agree  to  an  univerfal  ceflation  of  hoftl- 
Itties  in  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  that  they  (hould  remain  in  pofleffion  of  the  places  and  territo- 
ries they  occupied  at  the  time  this  fufpenfioa^took  place ;  that  a  meeting  (hould  be  appointed, 

where 
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1779  where  the  minifters  of  France  and  Great  Britain  fliould  fettle  their  refpe£live  difFerenccs ;  that 
France  fhould  not  interfere  in  the  fettlement  of  the  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
ftates  of  America,  which  fhould  be  left  mtirely  to  the  deciiion  of  Spain  ;  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  American  flates  fhould  be  treated  with  on  a  footing  of  independence ;  and,  that  in 
cafe  an  accommodation  was  not  efFefted,  hoflilities  fhould  n6t  recommence  till  twelve  months 
notice  had  been  given  of  fuch  an  intention/' 

Such  were  the  propofitions  held  out  to  the  belligerent  powers ;  and  Great  Britain  did  not 
heiitate,  on  her  part,  to  refufe  a  mediation  founded  o;i  principles  fo  inimical  to  her  interefts 
and  glory. 

On  this  declaration,  Spain  immediately  determined  to  affociafte  herfelf  with  France  and 
America  againft  Great  Britain.  This  refolution  was  taken  fo  abruptly,  on  receiving  the  de« 
nial  of  the  Britifh  court  to  coincide  with  the  meafures  propofed,  that  it  became  as  evident  as 
the  appearance  of  things  could  make  it,  that  the  mediation  which  had  been  propofed,  was 
not  founded  on  a  fufBcient  bafis  of  impartiality  to  render  it  worthy  of  confidence. 

On  the  'i6th  of  June,  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  declared  the  intentions  of  his  fovereign  to  the 
court  of  London. — ^The  refcript  which  he  delivered  on  the  occaiion,  was  a  loofe,  defultory 
compofition,  confiding  entirely  of  vague  accufations  and  general  afTertions,  without  any  argu* 
mcnts  to  enforce  the  one  or  fupport  the  other.  The  circumftances  which  it  ftated,  carried 
no  weight  or  conviftion ;  and  could  not,  by  any  fophifiry,  have  been  cloathed  with  the 
fcmblancc  of  juftifiablc  caufes  for  fuch  a  ferious  and  violent  meafure  as  a  rupture  between  the 
two  nations. 

It  fet  forth, — That  the  King  of  Spain  had  ufed  his  utmofl  endeavours  to  bring  about  a  re- 
conciliation between  Great  Britain  and  the  powers  with  which  fhe  was  at  war,  but  that  tliey 
-had  been  rejefted  in  a  manner  that  manifefled  an  hoflile  difpofition  in  that  court. 

It  rcprcfented  the  conduft  of  the  Britifh  miniflry,  refpefting  the  mediation  it  had  accepted 
on  the  part  of  Spain,  as  difingenuous,  and  tending  only  to  protrafl  it,  by  vain  pretences  and 
"  evaflve  anfwers. 

It  complained  of  infults  offered  to  the  Spanifh  flag,  and  outrages  oh  the  territory  of  Spain 
in  America  ;  for  which  reparation  had  been  demanded,  and  never  received. 

It  alfo  contained  one  charge  of  a  nature  not  to  be  paralelled  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
corps  diplomatique  ;  in  which  was  fpecified,  in  otie  line,  that  tlie  number  of  infults  and  inju- 
ries which  Spain  had  received  from  Great  Britain,  amounted  to  jufl  one  hundred  ! 

The  complaints  contained  in  this  refcript  were  anfvvered  in  a  very  forcible  and  circumflan- 
tial  manner,  by  a  paper  which  was  tranfmitted  to  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  after  his  departure, 
to  the  following  efFcft  :— 

"  As  nothing  could  be  more  diflant  from  the  King's  intention  than  to  break  the  friendfhip 
fubfifling  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  it  is  by  order  of  his  Majcfly  that  fuch >  flate  of 
the  matters  fet  forth  in  the  Spanifh  declaration  is  offered,  as  he  doubts  notmufl  fhew  the  fin- 
cerity  with  which  bis  Majefly  has  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  general  tranquillity. 

**  The  little  defire  of  peace,  as  fuppofed  on  the  part  of  the  King,  is  deduced  from  the  con- 
duft  attributed  to  Great  Britain  during  the  lafl  negociation  : — After  thie  profeflions  of  the  im- 
partiality of  his  Catholic  Majefly,  his  offers  of  mediation  between  Gre^t  Britain  and  France 
and  after  the  acceptation  of  the  fame,  the  declaration  affirms — *  Tha^  every  flep  had  been 
taken  neceffary  to  produce  the  befl  efFe£ls,  in  order  to  prepare  the  two  powers  towards  an 
accommodation  equally  honourable  to  both  parties;  that,  to  this  end,  wife  expedients  had 
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J779  been  propofed  ;  but  notwiihftanding  tkefe  terms  were  conformable  to  fuch  as  the  court  of 
London,  at  othei'  times,  judged  proper  and  conducive  to  an  accommodation,  they  were  liow-* 
ever  rejcGed  in  a  manner,  that  too  well  proves  the  rcluftance,  on  the  part  of  the  Britiih  cabi« 
.  net,  to  reftore  peace  to  Europe,  ainl  to  prcfcrve  the  friendfhip  of  his  Catholic  Majefty.* 

"  Tlie  conditions  offered  by  France  were,  to  the  higheft  degree,  injurious  and  inadmiflible; 
the  King  exprefsly. declared,  that  he  confidered  them  as  fuch;  and  nothing  can  be  more  evi- 
dent, than  that  the  expedients  offered  by  Spain  inevitably  tended  to  cnfoTcc  thcfe  very  inju- 
rious conditions,  but  juft  before  declared  as  inadmiflible. 

**  The  pcr/iicjous  confequences  of  the  propofed  expedients  had  been  explained  to  the  court 
of  Spain,  by  order  of  the  King,  which- were,  in  the  moft  amicable  manner,  cxprefsly  rejefted* 
Had  it  been  otherwife,  there  could  be  no  re^on  for  an  ultimatum:  yet  it  is  not,  without 
aftonifhmcnt,  that,  after  the  firft  anfwer,  the  King  received  the  ultimatum  from  the  court  of 
Spain,  not  only  containing  the  very  fame  offers  thus  rejeSed,  but  announced  with  fcarce  any 
difference  in  point  of  form.  The  declaration  further  fays,  *  That,  on  the  28th  of  September, 
the  court  of  Spain  had  notified  to  the  belligerent  powers,  that  in  cafe  the  negociation  did  not 
fucceed,  Ihe  would  then  determine  how  to  a£l.'  If  the  open  part  the  court  of  Spain  now  takes, 
be  that  Ihe  fecrctly  intended,  at  that  time,  it  would  have  been  more  confiflent  with  her  dig- 
nity to  have  avowed  it  then,  and  to  have  ranged  hcrfelf  openly  under  the  banners  of  France. 

•<  Inftead  of  fuch  a  conduft,  the  couft  of  Madrid,  affefting  impartiality,  hath  offered  to 
mediate,  but  not  to  diftate  the  terms  of  peace,  promifiiig  to  communicate  to  each  court  the 
conditions  claimed  by  eitlier,  that  fo  they  might  be  modified,  explained,  or  rejefled.  Wheji 
the  propofals  made  by  France  were  rejefted,  and  the  declaration  made  to  Spain  to  ccafe  her 
mediation,  fince  her  endeavours  did  not  fucceed,  it  was  accompanied  with  affurances,  that  the 
friendfhip  fubfifting  between  the  two  nations  flioqld  not  be  interrupted. 

**  How  far  this  is  true,  appeal's  from  the  aftual  declaration  antiouncing  hoflilities  on  the 
part  of  Spain  ;  without  venturing  to  ftate  the  non-acceptance  of  the  terms  as  one  of  the  caufes 
of  the  war;  but  (hould  it  be  otherwife  infinuatcd,  it  will  furnilh  his  Majefty  with  an  additi- 
onal leafon  to  complain  of  the  injuftice  and  arrogance  of  fuch  a  pretenfioA. 

**  The  previous  caufes  which  the  court  of  Spain  hath  thought  proper  to  urge,  arc,  the  iafults 
againft  her  flag,  and  the  violation  of  her  territory.     As  to  the  firft,  thefc  are  the  terms  of  her  ' 
memorial.     *  Prizes  have  been  made  • -veflels  have  been  fearched  and  plundered  ;  many  have 
been  fired  upon  who  were  forced  to  defend  themfelves  ;  the  regifters  and  packets  belonging  to 
the  court,  and  found.on  board  his  Catliolic  Majefty's  packet  boats,  have  been  opened  and  torn 

^o  pieces.* 

"  American  veflels  of  ev-ery  kind  have  been  received  into  the  ports  of  Spain :  they  have  been 
furniflied  with  falfe  documents,  and  fuffered  to  carry  Spanifti  colours ;  their  privateers  have 
plundered  all  nations  without  diftinSion,  and  fuch  has  been  the  induftry  of  the  Spanilh  mi- 
niftry,  in  order  to  enhance  the  number  of  grievances,  that  thcfe  depredations  were  reprefentcd 
by  them  as  injuries  committed  by  Great  Britain.  Tb^fe  complaints  feldom  fpecified  the  author 
of  the  fuppofcd  infalt ;  thofe  which  did,  were  frequently  ill-founded,  and  in  general  frivolous  ; 
however,  it  is  granted,  that  the  anfwers  were  friendly.  The  King  thought  it  worthy  of  him- 
fclf  not  only  to  ufe  every  precaution  neceflary  to  prevent  diforders  which  might  offend  neutral 
powers,  but  alfo  to  exert  every  effort  to  punifh  the  authors  and  repair  the  lofs  of  the  fuffcrers. 
Such  has  been  his  condu£t  at  all  times, , when  pofliblo  to  difcovcr  and  convidt  the  guilty. 
^     Vol.  IV.  -  I  i  Among 
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1779  Among  the  yaft  operations  of  the  prefent  war»  feme  irregularities  may  have  happened,  but 
\vhcn  fuch  cafes  were  proved,  reftitution  was  made  with  ample  damages*  and  ail  charges  paid. 

••  It  has  been  advanced,  •  That  his  Catholic  Majelly  formally  declared  to  the  court  of  Lon-i 
don»  ever  lince  France  commenced  hoftilities,  that  the  court  of  Madrid  would  regulate  her 
conduA  by  that  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain  ;*  neverthelefs,  thirteen  Englifh  vedels  have  been 
feizcd,  on  what  pretence,  or  by  whofe  order,  we  arc  ftill  to  learn,  although  his  Majefty  or- 
dered fudi  rcprefentations  to  be  made  as  are  ufuai  on  the  like  occafioas,  between  nations  in  a 
ftalc  of  amity  ;  which  his  Majefty  did,-i-not  attributing  thefe  feizures  to  a  perfidious  and  in- 
imical deiign,  until  the  condu£t  of  the  court  of  Spain  was  bettpr  explained  by  the  prefent 

declaration. 

««  The  pretended  violation  of  the  Spanifh  territory  may  be  reduced  to  four  heads  : 

**  Firft,  That  the  dominions  in  America  belonging  to  the  court  of  Spain  have  been  threat- 
ened, without  fpecifying  time,  place,  or  circumftance. 

**  Secondly,  The  memorial  mentions,  *  That  the  Indians  have  been  fetagainft  the  innocent 
inhabitants  of  Louifiana,  who  muft  have  fallen  viftims  to  their  fury»  had  not  even  the  Chic- 
taws  repented  and  revealed  the  confpiracy.*  It  is  well  known,  that  the  governor  of  New  Or- 
leans tried  to  reduce  the  Chi£laws,  and  that  he  received,  with  open  arms,  thofe  tribes,  which 
committed  devaftations  in  the  Englifli  Weftern  fettlements.  Thefe  tribes  returned,  but  were 
not  fet  againft:  the  Spanifh  territory  ;  it  wa#never  attempted,  nor  was  fuch  an  idea  ever  en- 
tertained. 

**  The  declaration  aflerts,  *  That  a  formal  reprefentation  was  made  to  the  court  of  London 
concerning  thefe  different  grievances  ;  and  feeing  the  equivocal  expreflions  on  the  two  preced- 
ing points,  fuch  remonflrances  were  particularly  neceffary  towards  the  firi£t  obfervance  of  the 
good  faith  between  two  nations  at  peace/  It  is  not  true,  that  the  leaft  reprefentation  was'ever 
made  on  either  of  the  two  preceding  articles ;  to  which  the  moft  ample  and  fatisfa&ory  anfwers 
might  have  been  given.   - 

**  Thirdly,  They  pretend,  *  That  the  fovcreignty  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  in  tlie  province  of 
Darien,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Saint  Bias,  hath  been  ufurped^  the  government  of  Jamaica  hav- 
ing appointed  an  Indian  to  the  rank  of  General  over  thofe  provinces.'  On  this  fubjeft,  in- 
firudions  were  difpatched,  bearing  date  the  28th  of  April  laft,  as  is  ufual  between  nations  in 
friendfhip;  no  advices  being  received  from  Jamaica  on  this  matter,  frefh  orders  werefent  for 
a  full  explanation ;  but,  in  point  of  time,  no  anfwer  could  yet  be  expected. 

**  Fourthly,  *  That  the  territory  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  has  been  ufurped,  a£ts  of  hoftility 
committed,  the  Spaniards  imprifoned  and  their  houfes  plundered ;  as  alfo  that  England  bad 
negle&ed  to  fulfil  the  ftipulated  article  relative  to  this  coaft,  agreeable  to  the  feventeenth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Paris.'  With  regard  to  the  Englilh  fubjefts  frequenting  the  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras, that  matter  had  been  regulated  according  to  the  aforefaid  article,  and  finally  adjufted 
with  the  court  of  Spain  in  the  year  1764;  fince  which  period  no  complaint  having  been  made 
on  either  fide,  this  court  is  ftill  ignorant  whether  the  leaft  caufe  ever  exifted.  l*his,  furely^ 
cannot  be  included  among  the  pretended  grievances  which  the  declaration  fuppofes,  as  having 
been  duly  reprefented  either  to  the  Englifh  court,  or  to  her  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Madrid. 

^*  Such  are  the  motives  alleged  by  the  court  of  Spain  as  a  juftification,  before  God  and  the 
world,  for  commencing  hoftilities  againft  Great  6riuin»  The  King  appeals  to  the  a£lual  ftate 
of  affairs,  being  the  fame  as  that  which  fubfifted  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  treaty,  as  a 
full  proof  that  no  attempt  was  ever  made^  on  his  part,  to  infringe  this  treaty.    He  appeals  to 
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1779  ^^*5  tiiTiforin  conduft  ever  fince  this  epoch,  to  farnifli  ftili  ftronger  proofs  that  he  hath  endea- 
voured to  preferve  the  fattiey  with  all  the  affiduity  and  care  which  the  intcrefts  of  humap.ityilmd 
the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeds  required.  Uhimately,  he  appeals  to  the  conduft  of  his  enemies, 
and  in  particular  to  the  declaration  of  the  court  of  Spain,  as  the  laft  proof  of  the  neceflity  he  is 
tinder  to  defend  the  rights  of  his  crown  and  people,  againft  a  determined  projeft  to  invade  the 
fanle;  a  projeft  wherein  the  court  of  Spain  at  length  openly  joins,  without  the  lead  reafon  to 
colour  fuch  a  proceeding." 
•  Hence  it  appears,  that  whatever  pretences  might  be  alleged  by  Spain,  for  breaking  the  peace 
with  England,  it  was  very  evident,  that  the  real  motive  was  to  embrace  the  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  deprefling  Great  Britain  which  was  now  offered,  by  the  defefllon  of  its  colonies. 
This  could  not  be  otherwife  than  the  general  opinion, — though  government  did  not  efcape  the 
acrimony  of  the  oppofition  party,  when  the  minifters  delivered  the  royal  meflage,  which  ac- 
companied the  Spanifh  manifefto,  to  Parliament:  both  houfes  concurred  firmly  and  unani- 
moufly  in  the  refolution  to  fupport,  with  the  utmoft  fpirit  and  vigour,  the  war  denounced 
againft  this  country  by  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon. 

This  was,  without  doubt,  a  very  alarming  and  critical  period.  But  the  fpirit  and  magna- 
nimity that  were  difplayed  at  this  time  of  danger,  fully  anfwered  the  prognoftications  of  thofe 
politicians,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  who  had  confidently  predicted  that  the  combination 
formed  againft  Britain,  would  only  fervc  to  difcover  the  amazing  rcfourccs  fhe  poflefted,  and  to 
make  it  evident,  that  the  hopes  of  its  enemies  were  founded  on  their  ignorance  of  the  real  fitu- 
ation  of  this  country,  and  the  difpofition  of  its  people ;  of  the  greatnefs  of  its  intriniic  wealth, 
and  the  readinefs  to  employ  it  with  the  moft  boundlefs  generofity  for  the  common  defence; 

Animated  with  this  laudable  fpirit,  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  exhibited  fuch  an  ardent  zeal  to 
forward  every  meafure  neceilaiy  for  the  prote&ion  of  the  realm,  as  banifhed  alarm  and  defpond- 
ency.  People  of  rank  and  affluence  afted  every  where  with  a  patriot  liberality,  which  proved 
that  the  wealth  of  the  country  was  ready  to  aiTift  the  exigencies  of  it,  and  every  pofCbJe  prepa- 
ration was  made  to  meet  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  «nemy.  In  an  attempt  to  feize  the  ifland  of 
Jerfey,  a  body  of  French  troops,  under  the  command  of  Prince  Naftau,  had  already  been  re- 
pulfed  in  a  manner  that  did  infinite  honour  to  the  handful  of  Briti(h  foldiers  who  were  on 
duty  there,  as  well  as  to  the  ofGcers  who  commanded  them. 

About  this  time,  however,  the  fituation  of  our  Weft  India  iflands  became  very  critical.-— 
Soon  after  the  capture  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  Admiral  Byron  arrived  with  his  fquadron  in- 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  joining  Admiral  Barrington,  caufed  a  very  confiderable  alarm  among 
the  French  iflands.  This  fleet  failed  immediately  to  Martinico,  to  provoke  Count  D'Eftaing 
to  come  forth  and  engage  them;  but,  even  after  he  had  been  flrengthened  by  the  arrival  of 
confiderable  reinforcements  from  France,  he  remained  immoveable  in  the  harbour  of  Port 
Royal.  His  conduft  was  influenced  by  very  proper  motives ;  he  knew  that  the  convoys  ne- 
ceffary  for-the  homeward  bound  trade  from  the  Britifh  Weft  India  iflands  would  diminifh  tlie 
ftrength  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  of  attacking  it  with  advantage. 

A  very  numerous  and  valuable  fleet  of  merchantmen  having  affembled,  about  the  middle  of 
June,  at  St.  Chriftopher's,  Admiral  Byron  determined  to  convoy  tliem  with  his  whole  fqua- 
dron, a  confiderable  part  of  their  voyage.  Indeed,  no  feparation  of  it  could  have  been  rifqued 
with  any  profpeft  of  fafety  ;  as  we  had  no  port  in  thofe  iflands,  of  fufScient  ftrength  to  have 
afforded  proteftion  to  the  remaining  divifion  of  the  fleet,  againft  the  great  fuperiority  of  land 
as  well  as  of  naval  force  which  Monf.  D'Eftaing  commanded :  beiides,  the  French  commander 
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1779  bad  in  bit  cboice  to  pnriiie  the  coAvoy,  and  if  be  tircn  failed  of  oTcrtaking  it,  he  could  (carce«^ 

#  ly  have  miflied  of  intercepting  the  fqoadron,  on  its  return,  which  had  been  fent  to  proteA  it. 

Tbe  meafare  of  affording  a  flrong  fafcguard  to  tlie  trade  was,  alfo,  the  more  indifpenfable,  as 

it  wai  known  that  M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet  was  then  on  his  way  from  France  with  a  conCder- 

able  reinforcement  to  D*Eftaing  ;  and  no  common  or  ordinary  convoy  would  have  been  fof- 

ficicnt  for  tbe  protedion  of  the  trade,  in  cafe  of  its  falling  in  with  his  fquadron. 

This  meafure  of  Admiral  Byron,  appears  to  have  been  the  bdi  that  could  be  adopted  in  bis 
difficult  and  critical  iituation  ;  neverthelefs,  the  firft  confeqaence  of  his  departure  was  the^fs 
of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent.  For  no  fooncr  was  tbe  Britiih  fleet  failed,  than  Monf.  D'Eftaing 
difpatched  a  body  of  troopt  to  attack  that  iflaifd,  which  being  joined  by  great  numbers  of  the 
native  Charibs,  the  combined  ftrength  of  thefc  foreign  and  domcftic  enemies  was  too  great  to 
be  withftood  by  an  inconfiderable  and  ill  fupplied  garrifon.  Governor  Morris  did  all  tiiat'an 
adive,  zealous  and  braiw  officer  could  do  on  the  occafion.  He  had  long  and  repeatedly  re- 
snonilrated  to  government  on  the  expofed  and  ill-provided  ftate  of  the  ifland,  without  being 
favoured  with  any  attention  from  home,  for  when  it  was  attacked  he  had  not  230.men  to  de- 
fend  it,  befides  the  maintenance  of  twenty  pofts,  nor  ammunition,  &c.  fufficient  for  an  hour's 
defence :  befides,  the  very  inhabitants  were  many  of  them  luke  warm  in  his  fupport,  and  fome 
of  them  friendly  to  the  enemy.  He,  however,  to  his  honour,  obtained  a  capitulation  as  fa- 
vourable as  die  moft  ample  means  of  defence  could  have  qualified  him  to  demand. 

The  capitulation  of  St.  Vincent's  took  place  on  the  i8th  of  June  in  this  year,  and  in  the 
following  month,  the  ifland  of  Grenadar  furrendered  to  tbe  French  arms  under  tbe  command 
of  the  Count  D'Eftaing,  but  without  any  capitulation  ;  as  the  terms  the  French  commander 
in  chief  demanded  were  of  ftich  an  extraordinary  nature,  that  Lord  Macartney,  the  Britifli 
governor,  and  principal  inhabitants  thought  it  better  to  truft  to  die  law  and  cuftoii^s  of  nations, 
to  the  juftice  of  one  court  and  the  intcrpofition  of  the  other,  by  furrendering  at  difcretion,  dian 
to  bind  themfelvet  to  fuch  unprecedented  conditions* 

But  while  the  Britifli  empire  was  thus  threatened  by  foreign  enemies,  it  bad  nafmall  reafon 
to  be  alarmed  by  internal  diflatisfaAion  and  difcontent.  In  Ireland,  affairs  feemed  tobe  ap^ 
proacbing  fafl:  toacriiis:  it  was  not,  indeed,  to  be  expeAed,  that  a  country  dependent  on 
Great  Britain,  and  much  limited  in  tbe  ufeof  its  natural  advantages,  fliould  not  be  affeded  by 
the  caufes  and  cdnfequences  of  tlie  American  war.  Perfons  of  underflanding  in  that  kingdom 
could  not  but  perceive,  in  the  prefent  combination  of  circumftances,  an  advantage  which  was 
now  to  be  improved  or  abandoned  for  ever.  A  new  ftatc  of  public  and  private  diftrets,  toge- 
ther with  ailrong  fcnfe  of  recent  infajts,  as  they  were  now  confldered,  were  the  principal  agents 
which  produced  this  revolution  in  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
reftriftions  on  die  commerce  and  manufaftures  of  Ireland  might  have  been  paflcd  over  for 
fome  ages  to  come,  widi,  perhaps,  even  lefs  difficulty  than  they  had  been  end\ired  for  near  a 
century  paftr  if  temporary  diflrefs  had  not  quickened  the  apprchenfions  of  the  people  of  that 
kingdom.  • 

Of  all  the  evils  of  which  they  complained,  the  three  years  embargo  on  the  only  ftaple  export 
of  that  kingdom  feemed  pregnant  wirii  the  greatcft  mifchicf,  and  bejng  confidered,  from 
the  conccflions  granted  to  America,  as  particuliarly  infuhing,  was  accordingly  tbe  moft  imme- 
diately rcfented  by  the  people.  One  of  the  public  writers  of  that  country  declared,  «*  that  it 
was  fent  as  a  curfe,  and  operated  as  a  peftilence."  It  was  likewife,  along  with  its  pernicious^ 
tendency  and  cffefts,  charged  with  being  not  only  unconflitutional,  but  abfolutely  illegal 

But 
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1779  But  what  aggravated  cv^ry  circumflance  relative  to  this  buiinefs  to  the  highcft  poflible  degree^ 
was  the  national  contempt  which  it  was  fuppofed  to -convey :  for^asitwas  .declared  without 
referve,  both  in  Parliament  and  out  of  it,  to  be  a  government  job,  it  was  natural  that  the  in- 
dignation of  the  whole  people  would  be  called  forth;  and  when  it  was  reprefcnted  to  them, 
by  thofe  whofe  opinions  were  held  in  the  higheft  eftimaiion,  that  they  were  reduced  to  the  dif- 
trefs  they  fuffercd,  in  order  to  enrich  the  body  of  Brttifh  contraftors.  • 

Some  other  real  or  fuppofed  nwtters  of  irritation  or  caufcs  of  jealoufy,  as  they  excited  fufpi-  - 
cion  or  apprehenfion,  ferved  alfo  to  render  the  fenfe  of  immediate  grievance  or  diftrefs  ftill  more 
infupportable  in  that  country.  ■  Some  very  llrong  and  unprofitable  language,  ufed  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  Parliament,  ferved  very  much  to  incfeafe  this  apprchenfion  and  jealoufy  in  drawing  paral- 
lels between  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  and  the  Colonies,  and  deriving  arguments  for  the  fub- 
mlifion  of  the  latter  from  the  reftraints  to- which  the  former  bad  been  fubjeft. 

Still,  however,  the  hopes  of  fome  confiderable  enlargement  of  their  commerce^  wl\ich  was^ 
repeatedly  held  out  in  Parliament,-  operated^  to  a  very  extraordinary  degree,  in  prcferving  the 
temper  and  fortifying  the  patience  of  the  people.  But  when  they  found  that  thefe  declarations 
propofed  but  very  little  benefit  to  them,  and  little  as  it  was,  that  it  met  with  no  common  op- 
pofition  from  many  of  the  trading  parts  of  Great  Britain,  the  hopes  of  rcdrefs  became  daily 
more  faint,  wRile  the  acquiefcence  and  good  temper  founded  uptjinahem,  were  proportionably 
cxhauftcd.  They  could  not  but  oblerve,  that  when  a  bill,  which,,  though  of  no  great  confe- 
qoence,  would  have  aflToroed  fome  alleviation  to  theit  diibrefies,  had  been  nearly  carried  tlirough. 
the  Houfe  of  Coihmons,  the  minifter  himfclf,  who  they  had  been  made  to  believe  was  their 
friend,  flood  forward  to  defeat  it.  The  two  bUls  which  were  afterwards  pafled  in  the  fame 
feflion,  for  permitting  the  cultivation  of  tobacco^  and  encouraging  that  of  hemp  in  Ireland,  in- 
flead  of  affording  fatisfaftion  or  promoting  harmony,  produced  adireftly  contrary  clFe ft,  being 
confidered  as  nothing  lefs  than  mockeries,  and  as  infuits  offered  to  tlieir  diflrefv. 

In  this  manner,  things  were  reprefcnted  and  felt  in  Ireland ;  and  whea  the  attempt  to  keep 
Parliament  fitting,  for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  fome  plan  for  their  fatisfaftion,  was  defeated,  the 
Same  which  had  been  for  fome  time  fnK)thered,  broke  out  with  confiderable  violence. 

Afibciations  againft  tlie  purchafc  and  ufe  of  Britiflr  manufafture^  and  for  the  encourage- 
ment,  in  every  poflible  degree,  of  their  own,  had  already  taken  place  in  fome  parts  of  that 
country  ;  but  feemed  to  be  kept  back,  as  a  matter  of  confideration,  and  a  final  refort  in  cafe 
of  extrecnity,  by  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom.     All  rcfcrvCy  however,  upon  this  fubjeft^ 
was  now  at  an  end ;  afifociations  became  univerfal ;  and  the  non-importation  and  non-con- 
fum()tion  agreements  included  the  ufual  penalties  or  denunciations  of  vengeance,  not  only 
againft  violators,  but  againtl  thofe  impoftors  or  fellers  of  the  prohibited  commodities,  who 
had  not  acceded  tathe  general  compaft.     By  thefe  means,  it  was  computed,  that  evea  in  the 
prefent  weak  ftate  of  their  manufaftures,  a  million  ilerling  would  be  faved  which  went  annual* 
ly  to  Great  Britain.     This  great  faving«  it  was  faid,  would  afford  fome  compenfation  or  re* 
drefs  for  many  of  their  grievances  and  diftrefles  ;  and  would  be  the  means  of  humbling  the 
'  pride  and  punifhing  the  ingratitude  of  the  towns  of  Manchefler  and  Glafgow  j  which,  though 
they  had  been  conftant  and  immenfe  gainers  in  the  Irifh  trade,  had  been  the  firfl  and  moft  ef-* 
feftive  in  appofing.  and  defeating  every  meafure  of  redrefs  or  relief  which,  had  been  propofed  iu 
favour  of  Ireland. 

But  the  turn  of  affairs  and  the  future  fortune  of  that  kiogdbm  were  to  depend  on  affbciations 
of  a  very  different  nature,  than  any  which  related  merely  to  commercial  or  domellic  regula- 
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1779  ^ions«  To  the  aocuiBQlation  of  alarms  had  been  lately  added  the  danger  of  a  foreign  invaiiony 
which  was^the  more  alarming,  as  the  military  force  fapported  by  Ireland,  had  been  continual- 
ly drained  off  and  weakened  for  the  American  war.  • 

In  order  to  provide  for  their  defence,  military  aflbciations  took  place,  and  the  fpirit  of  them 
foon  became  univerfal  throughout  the  kingdom.  It  was  declared,  that  they  were  intended  for 
•  the  two-fold  purpofe  of  defending  their  country  againft  foreign  enemies  and  their  rights  againft^ 
what  they  thought,  domeftic  ufurpation  :  that  they  were  loyal  to  their  King,  and  affedionate 
to  Great  Britain ;  but  that  it  was  with  fuch  loyalty  and  affedion  as  confided  with  their  own 
liberty  and  profperity.  Under  the  influence  of  this  fpirit,  large  bodies  of  citizens  were  fcen  to 
arife,  whochofe  their  own  officers,  ferved  at  their  own  charge,  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  rigour 
of  military  difcipline.  Men  of  large  fortune  ferved  in  the  ranks  ;  and  all  this  was  condufted 
without  the  leaft  confuiion  or  diforder  :  On  the  contrary,  the  peace  of  the  country  and  a  due 
obedience  to  the  laws  was  never  more  efiedually  maintained.  When  we  reiled  on  the  temper 
lately  prevalent  in  that  country,  and  its  fccnes  of  inteftine  diviiion,  we  caimot  but  confider  the 
itate  of  Ireland  which  we  have  juft  defcribed,  as  one  of  tlie  moft  extraordinary  revolutions  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  world. 

The  numbers  thus  trained  were  upwards  of  20,000  men  in  the  firft  year  of  their  aflembling ; 
they  were  afterwards  confiderably  increafed,  and  were  admirably  appointed  as  well  as  incom- 
parably difciplined.  Government  faw  this  proceeding  with  i^^onifliment :  it  was  in  vain  to 
offer  the  leaft  refiftance  to  the  defign  of  a  general  armament ;  nor  could  it  be  wilhed  to  reftrain 
the  fpirit  fo  far  as  regarded  a  foreign  enemy.  Some  attempts  were  quietly  made  to  regulate 
'  this  force  and  bring  it  to  aft  under  the  authority  of  the  crown ;  but,  as  they  met  with  no  kind 
of  fuccefs,  it  was  thought  a  wife  and  neceiTary  meafure  to  fanftify  by  approbation  what  could 
not  be  prevented  by  oppofition. 

The  Irilh,  however,  after  having  provided  for  their  defence  againft  foreign  enemies,  began 
to  look  forwards  to  a  claim  of  their  rights,  and  to  an  annihilation  of  all  authority  of  the  Bri- 
ti(h  Parliament  over  them.  Among  others,  the  Briti(h  mutiny  aft  was  denied  to  poflefs  any 
validity ;  and  that  opinion  was  fo  ferioufly  maintained,  that  the  troops  were,  for  fome  time, 
in  a  great  degree  confined  to  their  refpeftive  ftations ;  as  it  was  a  matter  of  no  common  dif- 
ficulty to  perfuade  any  magiftrate  to  ilTue  billets  for  their  quarters.  It  required  the  greateft  de- 
gree of  temper  and  circumfpeftion  in  thofe  who  governed  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  commanders 
of  the  King's  forces  there,  to  prevent  the  collifion  of  die  royal  and  democratic  armies  :  and 
they  deferve  the  higheft  praife  for  the  prudence  of  their  conduft  at  fuch  an  important  and 
alarming  crifis. 

This  ftate  of  things  was  not  the  work  of  a  party,  or  of  any  particular  order  of  men ;  but 
was  upheld  by  every  rank,  clafs  and  denomination  of  the  people.  The  wife  and  humane  con- 
duft of  the  Britifh  legiilature,  in  relaxing  the  penal  reftriftions  of  the  laws  againft  the  Englilh 
Roman  Catholics,  was  a  meafure  of  fuch  obvious  utility,  that  the  example  was  fpeedily  fol- 
lowed by  the  Irifli  Parliament,  who  communicated  fimilar  benefits  to  thofe  of  that  profeffioii 
in  their  own  country.  Thefe  people  who  form  fo  great  a  majority  of  the  Irifli  nation,  foon 
perceived,  that  as  they  now  pofl[efled  a  common  (hare  in*  the  common  interefls,  fo  they  were 
equally  called  upon  to  the  public  defence  and  the  fupport  of  the  public  rights ;  fo  that  all 
former  diftruft  and  apprehenfion  of  each  other  being  laid  afide,  one  general  fpirit  and  principle 
appeared  to  operate  upon  the  whole  people. 

A  free, 
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1779  A  free,  vnlimited,  and  univerfal  commerce  was  the  firft  objeft  of  redrefs,  for  which  it  ap- 
pearedy  that  no  compcnfatiou  could  be  admitted,  and  without  which,  no  other  conceffions  or 
advantages,  however  great  or  beneficial,  could  afford  fatisfadion :  and  when  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment met  on  the  lath  of  Oflober,  they  declared  in  their  addreilesto  the  throne,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  a  free  and  unlimited  trade  could  fave  their  country  from  ruin.  But  this  was  not  all : 
the  aflbciations  and  people  at  large,  not,  perhaps,  pofiefling  a  perfect  confidence  in  the  fleadir 
nefs  of  their  own  Parliament,  and  fufpefting  that  they  (hould  be  amufed  by  empty  promifes- 
from  Great  Britain,  were  determined,  if  poffible,  to  prevent  the  granting  the  fupplies  for  the 
two  following  years,  according  to  the  accuflomcd  mode  ;  and,  by  procuring  a  fhort  money- 
bill  for  fix  months  only,  to  make  the  fitting  of  Parliament  effentially  neceflary  to  the  exiflence 
of  government.  To  fuch  a  meafure,  which  was  confidered  by  many  as  an  innovation  on  efta- 
blifhed  forms,  and  tlie  violent  endeavours  employed  to  enforce  it,  as  an  invafion  of  Parltamen-- 
tary  dignity,  there  appeared  a  very  powerful  oppofition  ;  but  fuch  was  the  univerfal  cry  of  the 
liation,  that  its  reprefentatives  found  it  necelTary  to  fubmit,  and  the  fhort  money  bill  having. 
pafTed  on  that  fide,  the  neccffities  of  the  period  fecured  the  fanftion  of  the.Britiflv  government^ 
to  that  ad  of  the  Irifh  Parliament. 

Such  was  the  relative  difpofition  of  the  fifler  kingdom,  on  the  meeting  of  the  Englifh  Par- 
liament on  the  25th  of  November,  when  his  Majefly,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  among 
other  important  matters,  cxpreflfed  htmfelf  with  refpcft  to  Ireland  in  the  following  manner  : 
*•  In  the  midft  of  my  care  and  falicitude  for  the  fafcty  and  welfare  of  this  country,  I  have  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  flate  of  my  loyal  and  faithful  kingdom  of  Ireland.  I  have,  in.  confe- 
quence  of  your  addrefTes,  prcfented  to  nac  in  the  laft  feffion,  ordered  fuch  paper*  to-be  collefl:- 
ed,  and  laid  before  you,  as  may  aflift  your  deliberation's,  on  this  important  bufinefs;  and  I 
recommend  it  to  you  to-confider  what  farther  benefits  and  advantages  may  be  extended  to  that 
kingdom,  by  fuch  regulations  and  fuch  methods,  as  may  moft  effeftualiy  promote  the  com-^ 
mon  ilrength,  wealth,  and  interefls  of  all  my  dominions/' 

The  afiairs  of  Ireland,  therefore,  naturally  took  the  lead  in  this  fefiibn :  Lord  Shelburne 
had  introduced  an  unfuccefsful  motion  of  cenfure  on  the  miniflers,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in 
fupport  of  which  he  difplayed  all  the  eloquence  he  is  known  to  poflefs,  and  thgt  complete 
knowledge  of  his  fubje£t  which  he  never  fails  to  difcbver  whenever  that  eloquence  i^  exerted^ 
Lord  Oflbry  alfo  made  a  fimilar  motion^  with  fimilar  efleft  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. — 
However,  on  the  13th  of  December,  the  minifter  opened  his  propofitions  for  affording  relieF 
to  Ireland.  Th^y  werfr  three  in  nuniber,  and  went  to  the  following  articles.  To  the  repeal 
ofthofelaws,  which  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Irifli  manufadures,  made  of  or  mixed  with 
wool  or  wool  flocks,  from  Ireland  to  any  part  of  Europe.  That  fo  much  of  the  aft  of  the 
nineteenth  of  George  II.  as  prohibits  the  importation  of  glafs  into  Ireland,  except  of  Britifb 
manufafture,  or  to  export  glafs  from  that  kingdom,  be  repealed :  and  that  Ireland  be  fuffered* 
to  rarry  on  a  trade  of  export  and  import,  to  and  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America- and  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  her  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  fubjeft  to  fuch  limitations,,  rtgula-^ 
tions,  reflriftions  and  duties,  as  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  fhall  impofe. 

The  minifter  ftated,  with  equal  ability  and  knowledge  of  his  fubje6iv  the  propriety  and  juf- 
tice,  as  well  as  the  necefiity  of  affording  relief  to>  Ireland,  and  entered  folly  into  the  claims  of 
that  country,  as  well  with  refpeft  to  her  nat\|ral  and  inherent  riglits,  as  to  tliofe  arifing  from^ 
her  particular  connexion  with  Great  Britain.  He  alfo  expatiated  at  large  on  the  mutual  and 
refpe&ive  interefts  of  both  countries,  and  collected  into  one  point  of  view  all  the  queftions  of 
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•779  cfifniaercc  and  policy  which  related  to  them*  la  Ihort,  the  rcfoluiiont  arcrc  agreed  to  without 
anr  oppofitjon.  Biii*,  founded  on  the  two  Hif:  propoSiions,  were  accordinz'y  brought  in, 
pk&4  both  Hoorci  and  rcceircd  the  royal  aiiect  before  tiie  Chrifiioas  xrc^fk.  .  The  third,  hewing 
m<jfc  cozi-pkx  ill  its  ml^':^  rcqciring  a  rzzictj  of  cnqaiiy,  and  being  Igbiec  to  fercral  liaii- 
tuitions  zt%d  conditions^  was  f uffcred  to  IzyoTcr  the  holidays,  in  its  prefent  ^teofan  open 
p^c»poiiticn  ;  not  only  to  a^ord  tin^c  (ox  cQcfideration  here,  bat  for  acquiring  a  knovkdgc  of 
the  cSt&  which  th^  mcsfurc  would prodcc*  in  Ireland. 

Sncral memcnais  haviTig  been  prefented  to  the  States  General  in  the  courie  of  this  year, 
by  f  3r  Jofeph  Yo;3te,  tiie  £r:5*:a  aiiibailador  at  the  Hi^oc,  wc.  (hall  fiatc  the  contents  and 
ob^eds  of  trjcro. 

The  f<.]>5w'<r  r  .ritr  ef  !i;e  TtCTMdi  Kind's  coiincil»  ti^hidi  was  the  objcA  of  the  firft  mcfflo« 
fiai  we  fr:i':  r''*t.  al  htXT^^ 

**  Tbe  Ksr^g  las-r-*:^  cfil^r^d  t.y  his  repilatioa  of  the  26th  of  July  laft,  concerning  the  na- 
*'r;gat:on  of  r^e-tft^al  vt.TtJj,  that  he  rtfcnrcd  to  Linaftlf  tl,t  power  of  revoking  the  liberty  grant- 
T^  by  the  firft  article,  in  cafe  the  bcIJigcrcnt  powers  ihoald  not.  grant  the  fame  within  the  fpace' 
of  fix  moniiii ;  znd  Lis  MajeSy,  jiadgjug  it  proper  to  make  known  his  intentions  relative  to 
the  rtfkh  belonging  to  the  fabjeds  of  the  rcp^iblic  of  the  Uoiied  Provinces  of  the  Low  Couo- 
€;':ef ,  bat,  in  coori-rii,  ordered  and  declared,  as  follows  :** 

^*  Artkle  L  The  rtpaWicof  the  United  Provinces  not  having  obtained  of  die  court  of 
TjOTkion  the  Wi/trtr  of  navigation,  equal  to  that  which  the  King  had  conditionally  promiicd 
to  thtiT  f,%^  and  which  their  treaties  with  England  fhould  fee  are  to  them,  his  Majcfty  re- 
vokes, Wi'h  refpeft  to  the  fabjefis  ot  the  fiid  republic,  the  advantages  granted  by  the  firft 
article,  concerning  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  neutral  (hips;  andr  in  confe^^uencc,  de- 
elares  it  bis  pleafore,  that  the  veilcls  of  the  laid  republic  (hall  provifionally  execute  the  firft, 
iecond,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  articles  of  the  regulation  of  the  ^siftof  Odober,  1744  " 

''  IL  His  Majefty  further  declares,  that  from  the  date  of,  the  26th  of  January,  1779;  ^^ 
▼efll'ls  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  faid  rcpablic^.  Ihall  pay  the  duty  on  freightage,  as  is  ef- 
tabliihed  by  the  ordinances  and  regulations,  and  particularly  by  the  declaration  of  the  24th  of 
Noveyiber,  i7$Oi  and  the  order  of  council  of  the  i6th  of  July,  1757;  his  Majefty  referving 
to  himfelf  the  power  of  laying,  when  he  pleafes,  new  duties  on  the  commodities  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  tbe^  roduAions  of  their, man  ofafiures. 

*^  III*  His  Majefty,  however,  confidering  that  the  city  of  Amfterdam  has  made  the  moft 
patriotic  exertions  to  perfuade  liic  republic  to  procure  from  the  court  of  London, .  tb^  fecurity 
of  that  onlimitediiberty  which  belongs  to  their  flag,  in  confeqaence  of  her  independence  and 
integrity  of  coounerce,  and  which  the  rights  of  nations  and  treaties  fecure  to  her :  and  his  Ma« 
jefty,  dtfirout  of  giving  the  faid  city  a  ftriking  example  of  his  benevolence,  has  referved  to  the 
ihips  freighted  by  th^  inbabrunts  of  Atnfterdam,  the  liberty  promifed  by  the  firft  article  of  the 
fcgulatioo  of  the  26tb  of  July  laft,  concerning  the  navigation  of  neutral  vefiels,  as  to  the  exemp- 
tion of  the  duties  of  freightage ;  except  fuch  veftcls  as  are  employed  in  the  French  coafting 
trade,  which  ftiall  continue  to  be  fubjed  to  the  order 'jof  council  of  the  16th  of  July,  1757. — ' 
His  Majefty  farther  referves  to  the  inbabiunts  of  the  faid  city  the  advantages  granted  to  their 
own  cpmmoditicsit  and  the  produAiooa  of  their  manufaAures,  conformably  to  what  is  at  pre- 
sent piaAifed* 
'  *^  IV*.  To  fecor^  to  the  veilels  of  Amfterdam,  exclufivcly,  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages 
granted  in  the  preceding  article,  bis  Majefty  declares,  that  the  captains  of  the  faid  veftels  fhall 

be 
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1779  befupplied  With  a  certificate  from  the  Commiflary  of  the  Marine  eftabliflied  at  Amfterdam,  and 
an  attcftation  of  the  magiftratcs  of  the  faid  city,  nfferting  that  the  vcflels  were  adually  freighted 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  and  that  they  went  direftly  from  their  port  for  the  place  to 
which  they  were  bound. 

•*  V.  The  faid  captains  Ihall  be  bound,  on  their  return,  to  appear  before  the  faid  Coramif- 
faryof  the  Marine,  and  to  give  fnfficient  proof  that  l)c  landed  his  cargo  in  no  other  port  or 
harbour  of  the  republic  than  that  of  Amftcrdam.  His  Majefty  alfo  enjoins  ths  faid  Commif- 
fary  to  refufe,  in  future,  any  new  certificate  to  thofe,  who.  fhall  not  be  provided  with  good 
proof  of  their  integrity,  or  who  fhall  be  cbiivided  of  having  landed  tl\eir  cargo  in  any  other 
port  or  harbour  of  the  republic.  &c. 

"  Given  in  the  King's  Council,  &c.  at  Verfaillcs,  January  14,  1779." 

From  the  nremorial  prcfented  to  the  States  General  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  in  confequence  of 
this  order»of  tlic  French  King,  we  Ihall  feleft  the  following  paflages. 

"  The 'King  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  friendfliip  he  has  for  your  High  Mightinefles,  &c. 
has  liitherto  foreborn  interfering  in  the  negotiation  which  has  been  carrying  on,  relative  to 
the  proteftion  to  be  given  to  the  tranfportation  of  all  forts  of  naval  ilorcs  during  the  war, ' 
which  is  aftually  carrying  on  between  your  High  Mightinelles  and  France;  but  the  lad  pro- 
<eedings  of  the  French  court  forbid  his  "keeping  filcnce  any  longer ;  and  his  Majefty  would 
think  lie  wronged  the  ancient  leagues  between  his  crown  and  your  republic,  if  he  did  not  in- 
form them  to  wluit  danger  they  would  expofe  themfelves,  by  liftening  to  propofals  which  will 
oblige  them  to  infringe  a  neutrality  which  they  have  fo  often  declared  they  wifhed  to  fupport, 
^nd  which  at  once  attack  their  independence,  fap  the  ba£s  of  their  government^  and  threaten 
nothing  lefs  than  their  difunion. 

**  Your  High  Mightinefles  are  too  well  inftru£led,  not  to  feel  that  a  foreign  power,  who 
takes  upon  itfelf  the  right  of  granting  particular  favours  to  part  of  your  government  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  reft,  can  have  no  other  view  than  to  fow  difcord,  and  to  break  the  ties  which 
unite  you ;  and  that  if  other  powers  were  to  follow  the  fame  example,  the  republic  would  be 
torn  to  pieces  by  an  internal  combuftion,  and  an  univerfal  anarchy  would  Succeed. 

"  Thus  far  the  intereft  only  of  your  High  Mightinefles  fecfns  concerned,;  bat  when  we  per- 
ceive, that  the  end  of  all  thefe  intrigues  is  manifeftly  defigned  to  caufe  the  republic  to  quarrel 
with  the  King,  and  to  bring  on  a  war  between  your  High  Mightinefles  and  Great  Britain, 
tinder  the  feducing  pretence  of  a  pcrfcA  neutrality  and  the  intereft  of  trade,  the  King  .finds 
himfelf  obliged  to  lay  before  you  the  danger  into  whieh  France  wifhes  Co  plunge  yon. 

"  What  right  has  France  to  dift^e  to  your  High  Mightinefles  the  arrangements  you  ought 
to  make  \$kth  England?  It  can  only  be  found  in  the  ambitious  views  of  that  power,^  which  has 
made  a  league  with  tl^e  rebels  of  America,  and  is  now  endeavouring  to  bring  other  States  into 
it  with  them. 

"  What  objeft  can  be  more  important  or  indifpenfable,  than  that  of  depriving  the  enemy  of 
any  materials  which  may  enable  them  to  redouble tlieir  efforts  daring  the  war?  and  how  can  a 
proteftion  of  thofe  materials  be  reconciled  to  the  alliances  fo  often  renewed  between,  the  two 
nations,  or  with  the  affurances  of  friendfliip  which  you  are  continually  profcfling  to  the  King? 
To  prevent  future  bad  confequcnces,  and  to  aflure  tlic  republic  af  tiic  unequivocal  friendfliip 
his  Majefty  entertains  for  the  republic,  he  rencAVs  tlie  promifes  made  to  them  to  maintain  the 
liberties  of  legal  trade  to  their  fubjefts,  agreeable  to  thcorders  given  to  the  King's  fliips  and 
privateers,  notwithftanding  the  advantage  which  may  rcfult  from  it  to  the  enemy ;  but  his 
Vol.  IV,  K  k  Majefty 
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1779  Majefty  cannot  depart  from  the  neccffity  he  is  under  of  excluding  the  tranfportation  of  naval 
ftores  to  the  ports  of  France,  and  particularly  timber,  even  if  they  ihould  be  efcorted  by 
men  of  war. 

**•  The  example  which  France  has  fet,  of  fiivouring  fome  members  of  thr  republic  to  the 
detriment  of  others,  fo  dire£lly  contrary  to  the  union  and  independence  of  your  High  Migh- 
tinefles,  the  King  hopes  never  to  be  obliged  to  follow,  unlcfs  a  condefcenfion  to  the  views  of 
France,  obliges  him  to  take  that  method  of  making  amends  to  thofe  members  of  the  republic 
who  are  hurt  by  the  partiality  of  his  enemies. 

'^  The  laft  edi£t  publiflied  by  the  court  of  France,  which  excepts  the  cities  of  Amfterdam 
and  Haerlem  from  certain  duties  impoled  on  the  other  members  of  the  republic,  to  punifh 
them  for  having  made  ufe  of  thatibvereign  right  which  belongs  to  them,  cannot  but  ihew  alt 
Earope  the  motives  which  have  engaged  France  to  league  with  America,  &c. 

•^  (Signed,) 

««  Hague,  Aprilg,  1779.  "  Joseph  Yorke;" 

On  the  23d  of  July,  the  French  King  publiflied  another  ordinance,  by  which  the  wholo 
province  of  Holland,  as  well  as  the  cities  of  Amfterdam  and  Haerlem.  was  exempted  from  the 
duties  of  freightage,  and  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  fhips,  &c.  in.  the  ports  of  France. 

That  an  invafion  of  fome  part  of  this  kingdom  was  projefted  by  France,  in  the  fummer  of 
this  year,  and  an  attempt  to  execute  that  proje£l  expefted  by  England,  was  not  denied  by  the 
former,  and  was  openly  acknowledged  l^  the  latter.  On  the  9th  of  July,  the  King's-  procla- 
mation was  publiflied,  ordering  all  cattle,  &c.  to  be  driven  from  the  fea  coa£t  in  cafe  of  inva* 
fion  :  and  on  the  22d  of  the  fame  month  Sir  Jofeph  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  States  Gene- 
ral, which  declares  that  France  was  making  every  poilible  preparation  to  invade  the  Britifli 
jflaiids,  and  on  that  account,  demands  of  the  republic  to- fulfil  its  engagements  with  Great 
Britain,  in  affording  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in  the  treaties  of  1678,  and  of  which  the  Cafus 
Fvderts  is  fully  explained  in  the  feparate  article  of  1716.  The  States  General,  not  paying  any 
attention  to  this  demand,  tlie  Britifli  minifter  at  the  Hague  prefented,  on  the  a6th  of  No« 
vember,  another  memorial  on  the  fame  fubjed,  which  was  treated  with  fimilar  negle£l. 

In  the  mean  time,  Paul  Jones»  who  commanded  an  American  frigate  and  other  veflels  in 
the  Congrefs  fervice,  took  two  Englifli  fliips  and  carried  them  into  the  Texel.  They  were 
accordingly  demanded  to  be  given  up-by  the  Britifli  court,  on  tlie  principle  that  Paul  Jones 
was  a  pirate,  and  that,  according  to  thecuftom  of  admiralties,  all  the  captains  of  foreign,  arm- 
ed ve&ls  fliall,  upon  their  arrival,  prefeilt  their  letters  of  marque  or  commifiion»  and  that  fuch 
are  to  be  treated  as  pirates  whofe  letters  are  found  to  be  illegal,  for  want  of  being  granted  by 
a  fovereign  power,  ,., 

But  their  High  Mightinefles,  who  had  for  fome  time  been  entirely  governed  by  French  po- 
litics, refufed  to  give  up  the  fliips  and  juftified  the  refufal  by  an  anfwer  to  the  following  efFe£t : 
"  That  they  would  in  no  refpeft  take  upon  them  to  judge  of  the  legality  or  illegality  of  tbofc 
who  have,  on  the  open  fea,  taken  any  veflels  which  do  not  belong  to  their  country ;  that  they 
only  open  their  ports  to  give  them  flicker  from  ftorms  or  other  difafters,  and  that  they  oblige 
them  to  go  to  fea  again  with  the  prizes  without  fufFering  them  to  unload  or  difpofe  of  any 
part  of  their  cargoes,  that  they  may  be  liable  to  be  retaken  in  the  fame  flate  in  which  they 
were  taken  :  but  do  not  think  themfelves  authorifed  to  pafs  judgment  upon  thofe  prizes,  or 
the  perfon  of  Paul  Jones,  &q*' 

The 
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ijji)  The  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  which  confided  of  between  fixty  and  fcventy  line 
of  battle  (hips,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  inferior  veflfels,  entered  the  Channel  about 
the  middle  of  Adguft,  and  paraded  two  or  three  days  before  Plymouth,  to  the  great  alarm  of 
'the  people,  but  attempted  nothing.  A  ftrong  eagerly  wind,  which  continued  for  feveral days , 
ieems  to  have  driven  them  out  of  the  Channel ;  and  on  the  laft^ay  of  Auguft,  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  the  commander  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  which  did  not  confift  of  more  tlian  thirty-fix  fhips 
of  the  line,  gained  the  entrance  of  the  Channel,  in  fight  of  the  combined  fleets^  without  their 
being  able  to  prevent  him. 

The  great  objeft  of  the  Englifli  Admiral  fcems  to  have  been,  to  bring  them  into  the  narrow 
part  of  the  Channel,  where  he  would  have  been  able  to  engage  them  upon  lefs  difadvantageous 
terms;  and  where  a  defeat,  or  certain  changes  of  wind,  muft  have  been  productive  of  the  moil 
ruinous  cohfcquences  to  the  enemy.  The  combined  fleets  purfued  him  as  high  up  as  Ply- 
mouth, and  foon  after  repaired  to  Breft.  Thus  ended  the  expectations  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
apprebenfions  of  Great  Britain.  An  attack  upon  Plymouth  was  certainly  meditated,  and  the 
fickly  {late  of  the  fleet,  which  had  buried  fometimes  feveral  hundreds  in  a  day,  was  the  prin- 
cipal reafon  for  its  returning  to  port;  where,  as  foon  as  pofllble  after  their  arrival,  7,000  fick 
were  conveyed  to  the  hofpitals  on  fhore.  It  may  furely  be  confidcred  as  an  uncommon  in- 
Hance  of  good  fortune,  that  one  of  the  greateft  naval  forces  which  had  ever  been  aflembled  on 
the  ocean,  fhould  hover  on  our  coafts  without  doing  us  any  injury ;  and  that  but  a  few  days 
before  its  appearance,  a  great  Jamaica  fleet,  confifting  of  200  (hips,  (hould  have  arrived  in 
England ';  while  eight  homeward  bound  Eaft  Indiamen,  having  timely  notice  of  the  danger, 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  harbour  of  Limerick  in  Ireland. 

Among  the  epcertions  which  were  at  this  time  made  by  individual  perfons,  and  focieties  for 

the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  it  becomes  us  to  mention,  that  the  Eaft  India  Company,  with  a 

fpirit  fuited  to  its  charafter,  befides  giving  a  confidcrable  bounty  towards  raifing  6,000  men 

'     for  the  naval  fervice,  made  a  noble  offer  to  the  crown,  which  was  accepted,  of  building  and 

furnilhing  three  74  gun  (hips,  as  an  addition  to  the  royal  navy. 

A  very  valuable  Spanilh  Ihip,  called  the  N.  S.  de  Pidat,  was  taken  in  the  autumn  of  this 
year  by  the  Dart  privateer  of  Dartmouth,  of  14  guns^;  (he  was  upwards  of  600  tons,  and 
mounted  16  guns ;  her  cargo  confifted  of  142,117  filver  dollars ;  38,949  dollars  in  gold  dou- 
bloons ;  31  ingots  of  gold ;  5  ingots  of  filver ;  42  bales  of  fine  beaver;  21,061  hides  in  the 
hair;  3  bales  of  fine  wool ;  i  bale  of  fine  fur,  &c. 

To  the  honour  of  an  enlightened  age  and  an  enlightened  nation,  the  French  minifter  of 
marine,  by  tlw  particular  order  of  his  government,  iflTueil  a  protedion  (which  was  pubtifhed 
in  the  French  Gazettes,  and  communicated  to  the  whole  French  navy,)  to  the  Britifh  circum- 
navigators. Captain  Cook  of  the  Refolution,  and  Captain  Clarke  of  tbe  Difcovery,  who  were 
now  fuppofcd  to  be  on  their  return  to  Europe. 

In  this  year,  59  (hips  were  employed  from  England  in  the  whale  fi(hery  to  Davis*s  Streights 
and  t*he  Greenland  Seas.  The  bounty  was  now  at  30s.  per  ton.  The  Dutcli  employed  105 
(hips  in  the  fame  trade,  and  within  the  fame  period. 

There  were  3,900  (hips  cleared  outwards  from  Newcaftle  during  this  year,  including  their 
lepeated  voyages,  3,670  being  coaftwifc,  and  230  to  foreign  ports. 

The  want  of  a  fupply  of  American  tar  occafioned,  at  tliis  time,  a  difcovery  of  the  ut- 
moft  utility,  and  w-hich  will  be  a  great  faving  to  this  country.     Some  gentlemen  of  Briftol 
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1779  iet  0p  wefks  for  extni&iiij  tbe  oil  from  ptt-coai,  v&d  for  smkiog  lacnp-biack;  tiiis  oil  was- 
boikd  down  to  th<  confidence  of  tar ,  which  It  exadij  leicmbies  in  c(^oor  and  qiialkj,  and  is 
wiffa  dtficvhj  diftjngotibed  from  real  tar.  It  poSc&s  all  the  qualities  of  tar,  for  half  the  price, 
and  IS  fosnd  in  paying  ihipe  bottonw  to  be  an  excellent  preierrative  ^ainfk  the  worms.  The 
oUis  alio  boikd  down  to  the  coftfiftence  of  pitch,  and  is  foondtobe  an  excellent  ibccedaneam 
for  that  anicte.  After  the  <m1  is  rxtrafttd  from  the  coal,  the  icfidoam  is  a  yctj  good  coke 
B«t  of  tbeVobfeA  of  cool  tar  we  (hall  obferte  more  ac  larg^  at  a  fbture  period,  when  we  come 
to  con£der  it  in  that  ftate  of  perfi^ftiony  to  which  it  b  at  Icngth^brooght  by  the  a&re  mind 
and  ^ilolbphic  refearch  c»f  the  Earl  of  DondonaUL 

By  a  lift  of  the  nuabct  of  empty  hovtca  in  the  city,  as  returned,  at  this  time,  bj  the  depn* 
ties  of  the  finreral  wards,  the  total  appeared  to  be  1,104;  the  renu  of  which  were  cakniatedto 
amotint  to  26,37  5L 

The  following  are  andiefitie  extraftt  from  the  Com  Regifter,  containing  an  account  of  all 
the  com  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England  and  Scotland,  during  the  fpce 
of  one  year. 
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^uarttri 

Eholahd. 

^fs. 
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Ehclaho. 

• 

Wheat  &  Wheat  Meal, 

'SS^»S 

7.781 

Wheat,             — 

3'SP^ 

Wheat  Flour, 

48,186 

»,79S 

Wheat  Floiir, 

1.103 

Rye,              — 

3.16a 

37 

Rye,             — 

«.693 

Barlejr,           — 

4.948 

a.583 

Barley^             ~ 

7,085 

Malt,             — 

74,287 

Oats,             — 

331.858 

Oati^              — 

M,a9i 

S»63S 

Oatmeal^             -^ 

669 

Oatmeal,           — 

2^75 

29 

Beans,             — 

14,591 

Beans,           — 

«9»075 

6,384 

Peas,             — 

a9.>i4' 

Peae,          — 

»3»»30 

S,io6 

SeOTtAND. 

Scotland. 

Wheat,           — 

256 

Wheat  Flour, 

425 

Wheat  Flour, 

9.239 

Oats,               — 

15.984 

Barley  and  Bear, 

937 

Malt,            — 

3,02a 

Oau,              — 

219   ^ 

Oatmeal, 

2,638 

Pea*  and  Beam, 

897 

— 

The  bountict  and  drawbacks  on  com  exported  from  England,  amounted  to  51,3491  as..  6d» 
The  amount  of  the  bounties  paid  on  grain  exported  from  Scotland,  was  3,157!. 

The  duties  on  corn  imported  inta  England,  amounted  to  2,849!.  i8s.  jd. ;  and  in  Scot* 
land,  to  139I.  28s.  2id« 

The  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  fiandard  Wincheftcr  bufliel,  were^ 
vheati  4s.  2^d.;  rye^  zs.  iid. ;  barley,  as.  5.^d. ;  oats,  is.  9d.  ^  beans,  3s.  o^d. 

As 
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k.  V. 


t  J79  ^  As»  at  fuch  a  period  m  thiSt  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  public  foods  beconies  loo  interefting  a 
fubjeft  to  be  omitted  in  this  vork,  we  ihall  give  the  year's  liiAory  of  them ;  arranging  oppo« 
iite  to  each  month,  the  higheft  and  loweft  prices  which  each  ftock  bore  duriiikg  the  cowfe  of 
that  month. 


Bank 

StOCMm 


January,     { ;°7| 
February,   {  ;°9| 

{11!! 


March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 

Auguft, 


Iiitlia 
Sfti. 

iSOJ- 

142 

i39t 

'43 

140 

»53i 
156 


704 


151! 


Hit 


1384^ 


139 


»434 

1427 

>44i 

»44i 

144* 
144 

i4Si 


72I 


7» 
70 

(>9i 


7» 


60 

63i 
6o|. 

63i 

59i 
6ot 


6it 


6a4 
60 

S9f 
-  6oi 


7»r 


5"  •90t» 
New 
Amn. 


S9i 

01  8 

605. 

64t 
63 

621 

6ot 
60 

S9t 

6oi- 
6oi: 
6ri 
6aJ^ 
6ii 

6ai 

60J 
60J 


et.ln, 

57i 

59 

S7t 
58 


S8i 
S9i- 


S7i- 
57-r 
584 

S8i 

57 

57i 
57t 


6it 
63t 

63i 

61 


64 

8 

6ii 
6o|: 

62-1 

62t 


61 

60  J^ 

60 

6i| 


60J 
62I 
62 

64 
61 


X 


65i 
63i 

624. 

63i 
60 

61 

59f 
60 

6it 

62I 

6ii- 

62 

6i|^ 

6it 

614 


C/.JH.  «.  JB, 

I7z6 


61 


60 

6it 

67j 

6ii 

604 


59t 


60J 

60^ 


175' 
6oj 

594 

6oi 

5.9 
60' 


I 


2 


63 
62-^. 

6rt 
6oi: 


ct,B, 

1758 


62I 


624 

62i 

63i 

62t 

59t 

6  If 
61 

62^^62^ 
60  J- 
62  J- 
62 

6ot 
6i4 


59t 

604 

59  i 


6(4 

6H 


4^ 

Nov 

Long 

/«& 

1762 

tub 

mw^rWm 

<Mk. 

6if 

04 

"i 

1      4 

64 

1    11 

62 

5* 

184 

»  »4 

63^ 

7t 

18 

0    5 

62 

8 

i7i 

I     2 

62i- 

6| 

184 

0    12 

— 

8 

174 

0    17 

64f 

7i 

i8i 

1    6 

63i 

8 

18 

0  13 

63 

7t 

i8t 

I  14 

63i 

— 



I  »5 

6o| 

"i 

i8i 

0    4 

— 

104 

— 

0    9 

62  ■ 

10 

'7i 

I     8 

— 

9i 



I  12 

624 

lot 

i8t 

I    6 

63f 

I    12 

624 

114 

18 

0    15 

— 

.-« 

0    16 

-^ 

.1— 

i8i 

I     6 

604 

ni 

i8i 

I     8 

6ii 

■I  li- 

l^k 

I     I 

604 

t8 

0  15 

614 

1  5t 

i8i 

'.    5 

jtwu 

1778. 


12 


J24 


I2J- 
II  * 


11^ 


3 

T 


f  1  '  ' 


II'* 


TT 


14 


Hi 


11064 
1 109 
I  mi 

September,  P '  ^  4 

Oaober,  ( "St 
1 1094 

November  J  "^, 
I  iio|. 

December,  |  J  *^^ 

The  following  bills  relating  to  trade  and  commerce^  received  the  royal  afleat  in  the  parlia- 
mentary feffions  of  this  year. 

For  allowing  the  importation  of  fine  Italian  organifcd  thrown  fiHc,  for  a  limited  time. 

For  the  better  prefervation  of  the  oyfter  fifliery  at  Whitftable. 

For  the  better  government  of  his  Majetty's  (hips,  veflels,-  and  forces  at  feai 

Fpr  the  better  fupply  of  mariners  and  fcamcn  to  fervo  in  his  Majefty's  navy. 

Fo|  allowing  the  importation  of  certain  goods,  fold  to  foreigners,  in^Britilh  built  fhips^ 

For  laying  additional  duties  on  certain  goods  under  the  infpeftion  of  the  commiffioncrs-of 
excife  and  cuftoms. 

For  th«  better  encouraging  the  white  herring  fifliery.  ^ 

For  better  encouraging  the  Irifli  linen  manufaftory* 

For  regu^ting  lottery-ofHce  keepers*. 

To  repeal  fo  much  of  feveral  a£is  of  Parliament,  as  prohibit  the  growth  and  produce  of  t0"» 
bacco  in  Ireland,  and  to  permit  the  importation  of  tobacco  of  the  growth  and  produce  of  tliat 
kingdom  into  Qres^t  Britain,  &c. 

For  granting  a  bounty  upon  the  importation  into  this  kingdom  of  hemp  of  the  growth  of 
Ireland,  for  a  linpited  time» 

'  For 
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1779  ^^^  granting  a  drawback  of  the  duties  impofed,  by  an  aft  of  the  laft  feilion  of  Parliament, 
upon  all  foreign  wines  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  any^Brilifli  colony  in  America,  or  to 
^ny  Britiih  fettlement  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

For  better  fecuring  the  duties  on  ftarch. 

To  prevent  frauds  by  private  diftillers^ 

To  prevent  frauds  and  abufes  in  the  payment  of  wages  to  perfons  employed  in  the  bone  and 
thread-lace  manufaAory. 

For  the  prefervation  of  the  river  Lee. 

For  taking  off  the  duties  upon  all  fait  ufed  in  curing  pilchards. 

For  difcontinuing  the  duties  on  cotton  wool,  tl^  growth  and  produft  of  the  Britifli  cola* 
tiies  in  America. 

For  allowing  the  importation  of  goods  into  tliis  kingdom  from  Ada  and  Africa. 

To  amend  the  aft  for  laying  a  tax  on  au£tions  and  fales. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  duties  on  vellum,  parchment  and  paper. 

For  vefting  in  the  Eaft  India  Company,  for  a  limited  time,  certain  territorial  acqaifitlons 
obtained  in  India. 

For  removing  certain  difficulties  with  re(pe£l  to  the  more  fpeedy  and  effc&ual  manning  of 
bis  Majefty*s  navy,  for  a  limited  time. 

For  granting  a  free  trade,  &c.  to  Ireland. 

To  prevent  the  clandeftine  conveyance  of  fugar,  &c.  from  America  into  Great  Britain,  Sec. 

A  bill  to  prevent  fmuggling,  alfo  palled  in  tliis  feilion,  from  whicli  we  have  feledted  the  fol« 
lowing  abftrads : 

*^  A  penalty  of  3001.  is  laid  on  any  mafter  of  a  (hip  coming  from  abroad,  having  more  than 
.100  pounds  weight  of  tea  on  board,  (not  being  an  Eaft  India  fhip)  or  more  than  106  gallons 
of  foreign  fpirits,  in  cafks  under  60  gallons,  (befides  two  gallons  for  each  feaman  on  board). 

'V  Foreign  fpirits  imported  from  any  part  of  Europe,  in  a  veflel  containing  lefs  than  60  gal« 
*     Ions,  are  forfeited,  with  tlie  fhip^  furniture,  &c. 

**  When  any  tea,  coffee,  or  goods  liable  to  forfeiture,  is  found  on  board  any  ftiip  coming 
from  foreign  parts,  at  anchor,  or  hovering  within  two  leagues  of  the  coaft,  the  fhip,  if  not 
above  200  tons,  is  forfeited,  with  her  furniture,  &c. 

"  Every  pcrfon  who  fhall  fcll<:offee,  tea,  cocoa  nuts,  or  make  or  fell  chocolate,  muft  paint 
over  his  door,  *  dealer  in  coffee,  &c.'  on  penalty  of  200I.  ^ 

"  Every  importer  or  dealer  in  foreign  fpirits  muft  paint  over  his  door,  *  importer  of,  or 
*  dealer  in  foreign  fpirits,'  on  penalty  of  50I. 

<*  Every  dealer  in  tea,  foreign  fpirits,  &c.  who  fhall  buy  any  of  the  faid  goods  of  any  per- 
fon  who  has  not  the  words  aforefaid  over  his  door,  is  liable  to  an  additional  penalty  of  lool. 

*•  Every  perfon,  not  a  dealer,  who  Ihall  buy  any  tea,  fpirits,  &c.  of  any  pcrfon  that  has 
,    not  the  words  aforefaid  over  his  door,  fhall  forfeit  lol. 

"  All  foreign  thread-lace  imported,  to  be  marked  at  each  end  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  and 
perfons  poffeffed  of  foreign  lace  may  have  it  marked  at  the  neareft  cuftom-houfc,  making  oath 
that  the  duties  were  paid. 

**  All  foreign  thread-lace,  not  marked,  will  be  forfeited ;  and  any  perfon  counterfeiting  the 
mark,  or  that  (hall  fell  or  have  in  his  cuftody  lace  with  a  counterfeit  mark,  will  forfeit  lOol. 
^nd  be  adjudged  to  ftand  in  the  pillory  two  hours  ^  and  their  aiders,  abettors,  and  affiftants, 
ivill  be  liable  to  the  fame  fine  andpunifhment." 

3  Supplies 


V. 


£' 

u 

<4 

3,640,000 

0 

0 

369.88a 

6 

I 

579^187 

0 

0 

37,206 

8 

6J- 

833,911 

18 

6 

610,88a 

5 

0 

85,760 

17 

% 

5.4*1 

18 

6 

4,656 

4 

0 

» 59.653 

3 

4 

19,5.84 

2 

o- 

6,246 

5 

6 

4*113^ 

6 
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XJ79  Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year  :— 

For  70,000  fcamen,  including  17,389  marines,  ordnance,  &c» 
For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay,  &c«-  — 

Towards  building  and  repairing  (hips  of  war,  — 

For  tlie  pay  of  the  general  and  ftafF-officers,  &€•.  —  — 

For  30,346  land-forces,  including  3,213  invalids,  &c.  — 

For  the  militia  and  three  regiments  of  fencible  men  in  North  Britain, 
For  the  cloatliing  of  the  militia,  -^  —  — 

For  additional  militia  companies,  — »  —  — 

For  cloathingof  ditto^,  —►  —  —  — 

For  the  charge  of  fisveral  augmentations  to  his  Majefty's  forces. 
For  a  regiment  of  fencibles  to  be  raifed  in  North-  Britain,  &c. 
To  make  good  the  charge  of  forming,  three  regiments:  of  liglit  dra-^ 

goons,  &c.  out  of  certain  light  troops,  —  — 

For  an  augmentation  to  a  corps  of  Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  &c. 
For  compleating  the.  whole  pay  of  certain  regiments,  which  of  late  years 

have  been  paid  in  part  of  the  revenues  of  Ireland,  and  are  now  in  North. 

America,,  —  —  —  —  —  63,195  11   lo 

For  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  BritifK  and  Irifh  eflablifhment 

of  certain  regiments,  &c.  —  —  '   —  —         52*923     i     6 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  out  of  the  kingdom,  1,103,118  11     o 

For  five  Hanoverian  battalions  ferving  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  •      S6»074  19    4t 

For  the  charge  of  13,472  Heflian  troops  and  fubfidy,  —  367,203     9  10 

For  ditto  of  two  regiments  of  foot  of  Hanau,    ,  —  —  3LS»44^     3    H 

Ditto  of  one  regiment  of  Waldeck,  —  — ►  i7>498    3     %\ 

For  the  charge  of  4,300  Brunfwickers,  —  —  93*947  'S     8 

For  provifions  for  the  foreign  troops  ferving  in  America,  —  48,668    3    9^^ 

For  artillery  for  the  foreign  troops,  —  —  27,6^3  14    o. 

For  ditto  of  1,447  troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Anfpach,  &c,        —  39*644  14    3, 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fums  voted  for  the  troops  of  the 

Margrave  of  Anfpach,  in  1778,  —  —  —  7,953  10  iif- 

For  a  corps  of  foot  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  with  the  fubfidy,  &c.  —  16,630  11     9J 

For  extra  army  expences,  &c.  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  2,026,137     4    4^ 

For  repairing,  &c.  Britilh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  13,000    o    o 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,  &c.  395)439  15    4 

For  fervices  performed  by  ditto  for  ditto,  not  provided  for  in  1778,^  52^1*935  13    5 

For  the  civil  eftablilhment  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  -^  3*250    o    b 

Ditto  6f  Georgia,  —  —  _  — ,  2,900    o    o 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia,  — ^  —  —  4?  796    o    c 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  -^  — .       .  4>95o    o 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  —  —  41900     o 

On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  &c.  87,703    8    4 

For  allowances  to  feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 

reduced  troops  of  horfe -guards,  &c.  —  —  6^8    2  it 


o 
o 


Carried  forward,  i^»35o>i33  10    x. 
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14 

2 

5,000 

0 

0 

1,   6,995 
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0 
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0 
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6 
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'  Brought  over, 

For  the  charge  of  out-pcrifioncrs  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  &c.  — 

To  the  Levant  Company,  —  ; —  ,  — 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain) 

For  the  augmentation  of  the'  falaries  of  the  puifne  judges^       '     — 

For  ditto  of  the  Chief  Baron  of  tlie  Exchequer,  — 

Ta  miake  good  to  his  Majcfty  the  like  fum  iflucd  by  his  Majcfty's 

orders,  in  porfuance  of  tho  addredes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

To  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  employing  convifts  on  the  Thames, 

For  the  relief  of  certain  American  civil  officers,  &c.  — 

On  account  of  general  furveys  in  North  America,  — 

To  James  Berkenhout,  Efq.  and  Thomas  Clarke,  of  the  town  of 

Leeds,  dyers,  on  a  proper  difcovery  to  be  made  by  them,  for  the  ufc  of 

the  public,  of  their  method  of  dying  fcarlet  and  crimfon,  as  well  as  other 

colours  on  linen  and  cotton,  —  —  —       *  5'iOOO    o    o 

Towards  difcharging  certain  Exchequer  bills,  ,       ^-  Iv5oo,ooo    o    o 

For  difcharging  certain  other  Exchequer  bills,  —  1,000,000    6    o 

.For  ditto,         —  .«      —  ^^^  ^00,000     o    o 

For  difcharging  the  prizes  of  the  lottery  of  1778,       '  -i—  490,000     o    o 

To  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid  out-df  the  fame,  to 

'make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  fund  for  paying  certain  annuities,  tec.  ^0,540    o    o 

To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  on  account  of 

'Certain  other  annuities,  &c.  —  _  —.  ^8,891     3    8 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  year  1 778,    66,744    4    3^ 

Deficiency  in  the  land-tax,  —  —  —  250,000    6    o 

dtto  in  the  malt- tax,  —  -*  —  200,000    o    o 


i«k 


Total  Supplies,  lS^^^^fis^    5    4| 


The  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  foregoing  fupplies.  £.        s.  d. 

Duty  on  malt,                       —               .        --                   —  750,000  '^00 

Land  tax  at  4s.'                   —                   -—                  ""•  2,000,000'  o  o 

By  annuities  and  lottery,                —                —                —  7,490,000    o  o 

From  the  furplus  of  the  (lamp  duties,  &c«               -^                —  i5»297  ^o  SJ 

By  certain  furplufics  of  tlie  finking  fund,                —                —  2,071,854  13  SJ 

By  Exchequer  bills,                   -^                  —                   —  1,500,000    o  o 

By  ditto,               —                   —                —         —  1,900,000    o  o 
Certain  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  fubjeA  to  the  difpofition 
of  Parliament,              -—              —                   —                   .— . 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means,  «- 

Supplies  granted,  •    «• 

Xxcefs  of  provifions,  — 

rj*  A  vote 


2>?63 
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0 

»S."729'9i5 
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5 

4l 
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18 
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1779      ^  A  vote  of  credit  for  one  million  was  alfo  granted  this  fcflion,  and  is  charged  on  the 
next  aids.                                         • 
•       The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided  fqr  this  year,  amounted  yT.  J.    </. 

to  fe  veil  millions;    the  inte  reft  of  which,  at  3  per  cent,  per  annum,  is  210,000    o    o 

The  additional  annuity  of  3!,  15s.  per  c^nt.  per  aiitium,   for  29  years, 

amounted  to  —  — •  "^        .  '•^  262,500    o    o 


Total  amount,  472^500    o    o 


Tl>is  ftrni  was  raifed  in  the-following  manner  :— 
An  additional  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  full  produce  of  the  excife  and 
cuftoms  ;  beer  and  ale^  foap,  candies,  and  hides  excepted,  282,109.  o    O 

A  tax  on  poft-horfcs,  -of  id.  per  borfe,  per  mile,  —  164,250     o    o 

Ah  a<iditional  duty  of  5'per  cent,  oh  cambric,  •—  •—  36,000    o    o 


Total  of  new  taxes,  —  482,359    o    o 

Intereft  of  the  additional  public  debt  funded,        472,500    p    o 


Excefs  cff  new  taxes,  -—  —  9>^S9    o    o 


*  The  number  of  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  biKs  of  mortality  in  London,  &c«  from 
December  15,  1778,  to  December  14,  1779,  «  as  follows,- 

CttRISTEKED,  '  .       BtJRrED. 

Males,  €,640  Males,  10,208 

Ecraalcs,  8,129  Females,  10,212 


Total,  16,769  TottI,  20,420 


l^Jo      An  evettt  which  happened  on  trie  firft  day  of  this  year,  afforded  fomc  reafon  to  cxpeft  tlwl 
hoftilities  would  take  place  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland  before  the  conclufion  of  it. 

Of  thofe  ftates  whofe  condud  was  hoftile  to  this  country  during  her  conteft  with  the  Ame* 
Tican  colonies,  there  was  not  one,  all  circumfiances  of  relation  between  the  two  powers  con- 
ildered,  which  fo  immediately  merited  an. inimical  return  as  that  of  Holland.  Since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  unfortunate  difpute,  a  clandeftine  commerce  "had  been  carried  on  between 
the  Dutch  and  Americans,  which  was  extremely  advantageous  to  the  latter.  The  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  revolted  colonies  was  without  referve  or  the  /hadow  of  conccalment.-^They 
f^ere  not  only  fupplied  with  whatever  Holland  could  afford  them,  but  an  open  and  ready  re- 
fpeft  was  fhewn  to  the  American  Hag,  in  a  manner  incompatible  with  the  honour  and  diignity 
t>f  Great  Britain. 

Memorials,  .as  wc  have  already  feen,  had  been  frequently  prefcnted  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke 
to  the  States-General  concerning  this  unfriendly  conduftjn  their  fubjcfts  ;  and  in  one  of-them. 
It  had  been  hinted  rather  forcibly,  that  the  refentment  of  tl>c  court  of  London  would  follow  a 
further  infringement  of  that  good  faith  which  ou^ht  to  bind  all  ftates  in  friendfhip  with  eacit 
etJier.  *  To  fuch  rcmonftranccs,  indccifive  anfwers,  framed  with  jxiucb  exterior  refpedi  were 
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1780  returned  ;  butthe  oorrerpoddence  fo  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britaii^^  ftill  conti-' 
nued  to  be  carried  on  without  any  change  or  diminution . 

On  thecbmmentemeht  of  hpftilit'ies  with-France,  this  infidious  c6ndu£t  on  the  pai;f  of 
Holland  towards  Great  Britain,  became  more  a£tive,  and  even^  more  apparent,  than  it  had 
hitherto  b^en.  Tlie  dodk-yards  of  France  were /upplied  with  all  kind*  of  materials  for  the 
£onftru£li6n  and  equipment  of  fleets,  with  as  much  care  and  diligence  as  if  bis  Moil  Chriftian 
Majefty  and  the  dates  of  Holland  had  been  engaged  in  the  clofeft  alliance  againft  Great 
'    Britain. 

It  was  natural  for  the  Britifh  court  to  feel  refcntment  at  fuch  unprovoked  ill-treatment  »■ 
but  went  no  further  than  to  give  orders  for  the  feizure  of  fuch  Dutch  %'eflels  as  were  found  to 
be  laden  with  naval  (lores,  &c.  for  the  French  ports  :  and>  in  order  to  take  away  all  reafonable 
pretences  of  complaint  from  the  Dutch,  theBritifh  government,  inftead  of  making,  prizes  of 
the  veflels  laden  with  thefe  hoftile  cargoes,  adopted  the  generous  determination  of  a  former 
war,  to  purchafe,  at  a  fair*  valuation,  all  the  naval  ilores  that  were  on  board  the  Dutch  veilels 
brought  into  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  to  pay  the  freight  of  the  cargoes,  and  to  indemnify 
the  proprietors  in  all  the  juft  expdnces  and  damages  occafioned  by  the  detention  of  their 
veiiels* 

While,  however,  the  court  of  Great  Britain  was  making  frequent  complaints  of  the  inju- 
rious and  faithlefs  obftinacy  with  which  the  Dutch  merchants  continued  to  furnifh  the  French 
with  naval  ftores, — they,  on  the  other  hand,  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  States,  remoi^ftrating 
againft  the  feizure  of  their  veflf  Is  emt>loyed  in  tliat  buiinefs,  and  requiring  fuch  a  proieflion 
as  would  enable  them  to  profecute  it  in  {afdty^^ 

France,  in  the  mean  time,  fenfible  that  fuch  refources  as  came  through  the  medium  of 
Holland,  were  eflcntially  neceffary  to- the  fupport  of  her  marine,  infiiled,  in  a  very  peremptory 
manner,  that  this  branch  of  the  Dutch  trade  Ihould  be  prptefted  by  the.  States,  as  well  as  every 
other;  and  threatened  to  coniider  a  relaxation  of  the  demands  made  upon  Great  Britain  by 
Holland,  on  this  fubjeft,  as  an  infraftion  of  the  neutrality  which  Holland  was  bound  to  ob* 
ferve  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  as  evident  proof  of  partiality  to  the  latter  power. 

In  order,  however,  to  encourage  the  importation  of  navsd  ftorcs,  a  regulation  had  been 
iffued  in  France,  by  which  advantages  were  granted  to  neutral  veflfcls  as  might  induce  them  to 
fnpply  its  navy  with  thofe  materials  neceflary  for  its  equipment :  but,  on  the  States -General 
not  complying  with  the  requifition  of  the  French  miniflry  in  the  manner  it  had  propofcd, 
thefe  advantages  were  revoked,  in  refpeft  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  United  Provinces,  as  we  have 
related  in  the  hiftory  of  laft  year ;  with  an  exceptiofi,  however,  in  favour  of  Amfterdam,  which 
had  warmly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  France,  and  demanded  of  the  States  the  armament  of  a  fquad* 
ron  for  the  protedion  of  its  navigation  to  that  kingdom,  againft  the  Britifh  cruizers. 

The  court  of  France  muft  have  b^en  very  confcious  of  its  powerful  influence  in  tbc^  ftates 
of  HollanB,  to  have  aflumed  the  power  of  prefcribing  to  them  in  what  manner  they  fliould 
obferve  their  treaties  with  Great  Britain  :  indeed,  the  French  faction  was  at  this  time  fo  pre- 
valent, that  fuch  an  infulting  aft  of  pretended  authority  was  not  only  received,  without  refent- 
.  tnent,  but  reprefented  as  founded  in  particular  friendihip  and  general  juftice.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  ccrnduft  of  the  Britiih  government  was  coniidered  by  the  fame  party  as  injuftifiable, 
and  as  afluming  to  itfelf  an  exclafive  right  of  framing  laws  for  the  commercial  correfpondence 
between  different  fiates. 

*  -  ^  When 
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1780  When  Spain  acceded  to  the  confederacy  againft  Great  Britain,  fimilar  cauCes  pf"  cotaplaint 
arofe,  and  iimilar  reprefentations  were  made  to  the  States-General :  but  the  difficulties  wherein 
we  were  involved,  feemed  to  have  in fufed  into  the  Dutch  an  inveterate  defire  to  add  .to  the 
diilrefles  of  a  nation  to  whom  they  owed  their  political  ex iftence,  as  a  free  people,  and  whofc 
friendly  and  powerful  hand  had  frequently  interpofed,  and  delivered  them  from  tlie  gi^eateft 
dangers. 

At  length,  the  requiiitions  of  France  found  a  compliance  ;  and  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war 
was  appointed  by  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces  to  convoy  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  laden 
•  with  naval  ftores  for  ttic  French  navy.     On  the  intelligence  of  their  being  failed  arriving  ia 

England,  a  fquadron  was  immediately  difpatched,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Field- 
ing, to  intercept  therti.  On  meeting  the  Dutch  fleet,  he  rcquefted  the  ufual  permiflion  to 
fearch  them ;  Which  being  refufed,  in  direft  violation  of  the  right  eftablifhed  by  trcat;y,  he 
fent  his  boats,  with  flrid  orders  to  infift  upon  the  examination  of  their  cargoes  :  thefe  boats 
were  fired  upon  by  the  Dutch  commander.  Count  Byland,  and  prevented  from  executing  the 
buiinefs  on  which  tlicy  had  been  ordered  ;  whereupon  Commodore  Fielding  fired  a  (hot  a-head 
of  the  Dutch  admiral,  who  returned  it  with  a  broadfide  -,  the  Englifh  commodore  replied  with 
another,,  when  the  former  immediately  ftruck  his  colours.  Many  of  the  Dutch  fliips,  how- 
ever, that  were  in  the  predicament  which  occafioned  the  conteft^  had,  from  the  lengtli  and 
darknefs  of  the  night,  and  by  keeping  clofe  to  the  (hore^  efcaped  the  danger,  and  proceeded 
without  interruption  to  the  French  ports ;  tbofe  that  remained  with  naval  ftores  on  board, 
were  ftopped  ;  and  the  Dutch  admiral  was  then  informed,  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  hoift  his 
colours,  and  profecute  his  voyage  :  but  he  accepted  only  of  the  former  part  pf  the  oiFcr  made 
him,  refuting  to  feparate  from  his  convoy ;  and,  accordingly,  with  the  whole  fleet  whldi  re- 
mained with  him,  accompanied  the  Britilh  fquadron  to  Spithead. 

The 'complaints  of  the  States- General  were  very  violent  on  this  occafion  ;  neverthclefs,. there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that  they  had  been  guiity  of  a  manifeft  violation  of  fubfifting  treaties,  by 
which  the  right  of  fearch,  in  fuch  inftances  wherein  it  had  been  exercifed  by  Great  Britain, 
was  incbntrovertibly  eftablilhed.  But,  at  this  moment,  Holland  was  become  a  tool  of  France, 
and  the  infl^ience  of  the  latter  was  fo  commanding  in  the  councils  of  the  former,  that  while 
its  fubjcftswcre  permitted  to  affift  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  in  the  moft  open  and  decided 
manner,  they  were  prohibited,  under  very  fcvere  penalties,  to  furniflithe,garrifon  of  Gibraltar 
with  provifions. 

This  condud  betrayed  a  moft  unaccountable  forgetfuhiefs  of  the  ties  by  which  they  were, 
and  had  been,  fo  long  conne£ted  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  acknowledged  neceflity  of  pre« 
ferving  that  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  in  which  H6iland  was  more  immedisttely  concerned 
than  any  ftate  upon  the  continent.  It  alfo  proved  with  what  fuccefs  the  enemies  of  England 
had  exerted  themfclves  in  fctting  afide  the  political  fyftem  that  bad  fo  long  prevailed  in  the  re- 
public, to  the  interrupting  tliat  iatiitiate  and  natural  friendlhip  witli  tlie  Britilh  nation,  the 
utility  of  which^o  Holland  had  been  demonftrated  by  the  experience  of  two  centuries*     . 

Incehied  at  fuch  provocations,  the  court  of  Great  Britain  was  determined  to  force  aun  ex- 
'  plicit  anfwcr  from  the  States -General  refpeSing  their  ultimate  intentions  to  this  country,— 
The  Britilh  ambaflTador  at  the  Hague  was  therefore  dire£led  to  renew  the  requifition  for^fdc- 
cours,  &.C. ;  and  he  accordingly,  on  the  21ft  of  March,  prefcnted  a  memorial  to  the  following., 
purport :—  .  * 
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1780  **  High  and  Afighty  Lor Jff 

**  The  Xing,  my  Mafter,  has  always  cnltivated  the  friendfhip  of  your  High  Mightinciles^ 
and  has  always  confidered  the  alliance  which  has  fo  Jong  fubfifled  between  the  two  nations,  as 
founded  on  the  wifeft  principles,  &c.  The  principal  objcAs  of  that  alliance,  fupported  upoi> 
the itrong  bafis  of  common  intereft,  are  the^fecarity  and  profperity  of  the  two  ftates,  th% 
maintenance  of  public  tranquillity,  and  the  prefervation  of  that  juft  equilibnum,  which  has 
been  fo  often  troubled  by  the  ambitious  policy  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon* 

*'  When  the  court  of  Ver&illes,  in  dircft  violation  of  the  public  faith,  and  the  commoa 
right  of  all  fovcreigns,  broke  the  peace,  by  a  league  made  with  his'  Majcfty's  rebellious  fub-* 
jefts,  which  was  avowed  and  formally  declared  by  the  Marquis  de  Noailles ;  when  France, 
by  immenfe  preparations,  manifcfted  a  deiign  to  annihilate  the  maritime  power  of  England, 
the  King  thought  your  High- Mightineffes  too  fenfible  not  to  fee  that  the  welfare  of  the  re- 
public was  fo  do^y  connef^ed  with  that  of  Great  Britain,  as  to  induce  you  to  haften  to  its 
fuccour.  One  of  his  Majefty's  firft  cares  was  to  inform  yott  of  all  the  circumftanccs  of  that 
unjuft  war  ;  and,  in  the  critical  fituation  in  which  the  King^ound  himfelf^  he  did  not  forget 
the  interefts  of  his  ancient  allies;  but,  on  the  contrary,  Ihewed  the  fincereft  deiire  to  favour 
the  trade  and  free  navigation  of  the  republic  as  much  as  the  welfare  of  his  people  would  per- 
mit. He  even  refrained  a  long  time  to  claim  the  fuccours  flipulated  by  treaty ;  and,  though 
he  fulfilled  his  own  engagements,  did  not  require  tlie  fame  from  your  High  Mightinefles.— 
The  reclamation  in  queftion  was  not  made  till  the  united  forces  of  France  and  Spain  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  England  at  once,  and  attempt  a  landing  with  a  formidable  fleet.  Although 
they  were  fruftrated  in  that  cnterprize,  the  King's  enemies  are  ftill  meditating  the  fame  pro- 
jcAs;  and  it  is  by  the  exprefs  order  of  his  Majefty,  that  t^e  underwritten  again  renews,  in 
the  moft  formal  manner,  the  demand  of  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  different  treaties*,  and 
particularly  that  of  1 7 16. 

**  Hitherto  your  High  Mightinefles  have  been  filent  upon  thrs  eflential  article  ;  whilft  you 
inlifted  upon  a  forced  interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the  year  1674,  againft  the 
abufe  of  which  Great  Britain  at  all  times  protefted.  This  interpretation  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  the  clear  and  particular  ftipulatton  of  the  fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  the  fame 
year.  An  article  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  cannot  annul  fo  eflentral  an  article  of  ar  treaty  of 
peace;  and  both  are  exprefsly  comprehended  in  the  principal  treaty  of  alliance  of  1678,  by 
which  your  High  Mightinefles  are  obliged  to  furnifh  his  Majefty  with  tlie  required  fuccours» 
Yoo  are  too  wife,  and  too  jaft,  not  to  feel  that  all  the  engagements  l^etween  powers  ought  to  be 
mutually  and  reciprocally  obferved  ;  and,  although  they  were  agreed  upon  at  different  periods, 
do  alike  bind  the  contracting  parties.  This  incontcftable  principle  is  the  more  applicable  here, 
as  the  treaty  of  17 16  renews  all  the  anterior  engagements  between  the  crown  of  England  and 
the  republic,  and,  in  a  manner,  includes  them  in  one. 

**  The  underwritten  had  further  orders  to  declare  to  your  High  Mightinefles,  that  he  was 
ready  to  enter  into  a  conference  with  you  to  regulate,  in  an  amicable  m^ner,  all  that  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  prevent  a  mifunderftanding,  and  every  other  difagreeable  event,  by  concerting  mea- 
fures  which  (hould  be  both  equitable  and  advantageous  to  both  countries ;  but  this  amicable 
overture  was  refufed  in  a  manner  as  unexpeOed  and  extraordinary,  as  unufual  between  two 
friendly  powers :  and  without  paying  any  attention  either  to  the  repeated  public  or  private  re- 
prefentations  relative  to  convoys,  you  not  only  granted  thefe  convoys  to  different  forts  of  naval 
ikotcs,  but  more  particularly  ordered,  that  a  certain  number  of  men  of  war  ihould  be  ready, 
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1780  for  the  future,  to  convoy  naval  ammunition  of  all  forts  to  the  ports  of  France  ;  and  that  at  a 
time  when  the  fubjeds  of  the  republic  enjoyed,  by  treaty,  a  liberty  and  extent  of  commerce 
far  beyond  what  the  right  of  nations  grants  to  neutral  powers. 

••  This  refolution,  and  the  orders  given  to  Rear«-admiral  Count  Byland,  to  oppofe,  by 
force,  the  fcarching  of  the  merchant-fhips,  brought  on  an  incident  which  the  friendfhip  of  the 
King  deiired  much  to  prevent:  but  it  is  notorious  that  that  admiral,  in  confequence  of  his  in- 
llraftions,  fired  firft  at  the  boats  under  Englifh  colours,  which  were  fent  to  examine  tlie  fhips 
in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  treaty  of  1674. 

**  This  then  is  a  manifcft  aggreflion,— a  dircft  violation  of  that,  fame  treaty  which  your 
High  Mightineflcs  fecm  to  look  upon  as  the  moft  facred  of  all.  His  Majefty  bad  beforehand 
4nade  reiterated  rcprefentations  upon  the  ncccflity  and.  juftice  of  the  examination,  which  had 
taken  place  in  al)|^nalogous  circumfiances,  and  is  fully  authorized  by  the  treaty*  They  were 
apprized  in  London  that  a  number  of  reflels  were  at  the  Texcl,  lade^wkh  naval  ftores,  and 
particularly  with  mails  and  large  fhip-buildlng  timber,  ready  to  fail  for  France^  with,  or  under 
Dutch  convoy.  Tlie  event  proved  the  troth  of  thefe  informaftions,  as  ieveral  of  thefe  veflels 
were  found  under  the  faid  convoy  ;  and  the  greateft  part  of  thera:  efcaped,  and  fumlfhed 
France  with  very  efficacious  fupplies,  of  which  they  ftood  in  great  need.  Whrlft  your  Higli 
Mightineifes  thus  aflifted  the  King*s  enemies,  by  favouring  the  tranfportation  of  thefe  fuc- 
cours,  you  impofed  an  heavy  penalty  on  thofe  fubjefls  of  the  republic  who  Ihould  fupply  the 
garrifon  of  Gibraltar  with  provifions,  although  that  place  was  comprehended  in  the  generat 
guarantee  of  all  the  firitifh  poileflions  in  Europe ;  and  although,  at  that  moment,  Spain  had 
difturbed  the  trade  of  the  republic  in  an  unprecedented  and- outrageous  manner. 

'*  It  is  not  only  on  thefe  occaiions  that  the  condud  of  your  High  Mightinefles  towards  the 
King,  and  towards  the  enemies  of  his  Majefty,  holds  up  a  ftriking  contraft  to  the  tmpartiaL 
eyes  of  all  the  world  :— No  one  can  be  ignorant  of  what  pafled  in  tlie  affak  of  Paul  Jones  ; — 
'  the  afylum  granted  to  that  pirate,  was  diredly  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  Breda-,  in  1667,  and 
to  your  placard,  in  1756  : — Beiides  which,  although  your  High  Mightmefles  have  kept,  and 
fiill  continue  to  keep,  an  abfolute  (ilence  relative  to  the  jaft  reclamations  of  his  Majefty,  yet» 
upon  the  fimple  requeft  of  the  King*s  enemies,  you  aflured  them  you  would  obferve  a  ftrift 
and  unlimited  neutrality,  without  any  exceptions  of  the  ancient  engagenacnis  of  the  re^blic, 
founded  on  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 

**  Notwithftanding  all  this,  the  King  is  willing  to  perfuade  himfetf,  that  all  which  has 
pafled,  is  Icfs  to  be  attributed  to  the  real  fentiments  of  your  High  Mightinefles,  than  to  the 
.   artifices  of  his  enemies  ;  who,  after  fowing  difcord  between  the  members  of  the  ftates^  have, 
by  threats  and  promifes,  endeavoured  to  fet  them  againft  their  ancient  ally. 

**  His  Majefty  cannot  think  that  your  High  Mightinefles  have  refolved  to  s^Mmdon  a  fyfiedk. 
that  the  republic  has  kept  to  for  more  th^n  a  century  with  fo  much  fuccefs  and  glory. 

**  But  if  fuch  is  the  refcriution  of  your  High  Mightinefles,— if  you  are  determined  to  break 
the  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  by  refnfing  to  fulfil  your  engagements,  things  will  beat  a  otw 
face :  the  King  will  fee  any  fuch  change  with  a  very  fenfibk  regret,  but  the  confequences  will 
be  neceflary  and  inevitable.  If,  by  an  a£t  of  your  High  Mightinefles,  the  republic  flioUd 
ceafe  to  be  an  ally  of  his  Mafjefty,  the  relations  between  the  two  nations  are  totally  changed, 
and  they  have  no  other  connexions,  no  other  ties,  than  thofe  which  fubfift  between  neutral, 
powers  in  friendftiip  and  unity.  Every,  treaty  being  reciprocal,  if  you  will  not  fulfil  your  en<> 
gagements,  the  conlequence  muft  be^  that  thofe  on  the  part  of  the  King  ceafe  to  be  any  longer 
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1 7S0 -binding.     It  is  in« departing  from  thele  inccoateftablc  principles,  that  his  Majcft^  has  ordered.   . 
the  underwritten  to  declare  to  your  High  Mightin^lTes,  in  the  moft  amicable,  but  yet  the  meft  • 
ferious  manner,  thatif,  contrary  to  his  jufte3Cpe£tations,  yqur  High  Mightinefles.do  not,  in 
^he  cQurfe  of  three  weeks,  from  the  day  of  the  reprefcntation  of  this  memorial,  give  a  fatisfac- 
tory  anfwer  relative  to  the  fuccpurE  reclaimed  eight  months  ago,  his  Majefty  will  confider... 
fuch  cpndufl  as  breaking  off  the  alliance  on  the  part  of  your  High  Mightineiles,  and  Will  not 
look  upon  the  United  Provinces  in  any  other  light  than  on  the  footing  of  other  neutral  powers, 
unprivileged  by  treaty ;  and,  confcquently,  will  fufpend,  till  further  orders,  all  the  -particular 
itipulationsortbe  treaties  made' in  favour  of  tlie  fubjcfts  of  the  republic,  particularly,  thofe-  of 
the  treaty;  of  1674, :  and  will  only  hold  to  the  general  principles  of  the  right  of  nations,  rwhich:  . 
fervcs  as  a  ruft  for  neutral  and  unprivileged  powers, , 

,     ,      .    >  (Signed)  '^^  Joseph  Yorke." 

Tor  this  racraovial  the  following  provifional  anfwer  was  giv^n:-—* 

*^  Tbat^lJ^eir  High  Mightineiles  are  very  defirous  to  coincide  with  the  wifhes  of  his  Britiih^ 
Majefty^  by  giying  .a.pofitive  anfwer  to  the  rmemorial  delivered  by  his  ambaflador ;  but 
that  their  High  Mightineiles  forefce,  that  from  the  nature  of  tlie  governmeht  of  the  republic. 
It  is  inrpoffibie  to  return  an. anfwer  in  three  weeks  time;  as  the  memorial  muft  be  deliberated 
'upon  by  the  different  provinces,  and  their  refolutions  waited  for. — That  they  are  affured  his 
.  Mjyefty  would  not  wilh  rigoroufly  to  keep  to  the  before-mentioned  time  ;  but  that  their  High 

Migt^tinelles.  might  be  <tble.tp  conclude  upon  an  anfwer  conformable  to  the  conflitution  of  the 
republic,  in  which  they  had  no  right  to  make  any  alteration  ;  and  they  ^H-omife  to  accelerate 
tlie  dolibe/atipns  upQn  that  head  as  much  as  pofCble." 

This  reply  was  cpnfidered,  and  with  great  juftice,  by  the  Britifh  miniflry,  as  a  mere  evaiion^ 
Tbc  Statjes-Gen^ral  had  already  been  eight  months  in  polleflion  of  the  requeft  now  repeated  ; 
fo  tha^t  it  CQuJd  be  co^^dered  as  nothing  lefs  than  an  infult  to  require  a  longer  time  to  delibe- 
fate  upon  the  bu{ine(s«     It  wa;. therefore  determined  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  to  put  in 
forcc^.conforn^ably  to  the  notice  which  had  beed  given,  the  fufpenfion  of  the  privileges  en<* 
joyed  ^by, the.  (u^jeds  of  Holland,  in  virtue  of  the  conceffions  niade  in  their  favour  by  former 
treaties.T-rT^he.followii^g  declaration  therefore  was  pablifhed  on  the  17th  of  April: — 
•    **  Whereas,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  which  Great  Britain  is  engaged  by  the 
unprovoked  aggreflion  of  France  and  Spain,  repeated  memorials  have  been  prefented  by  his 
Alajefly's  ambaflador  to  the  States^General  of  the  United  Provinces,  demanding  the  fuccours 
ilipulatpd'by  tr.^aty;  to  wbioh  requifition^  though  ftrongly  called  upon  in  the  laft  memorial, 
of  the  2ift  of , March,  their  High  Mightineiles  have  given  no  anfwer,  nor  i^nificd  any  inten* 
tjon  of  CQmpliapQetherewitli :  and  ^  whereas*  by  the.  noi^- performance  of  the  cleared  engage- 
ments, they  de£bi:t  the;  alliance  that  has  fo  long  fublifted  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 
and  tl^^  r^ublic,  and  place  tbemfelves  in  the  condition  of  a  neutral  power,  bound  to  this 
kingdom  by  no  treaty,  eyery  principle  of  wifdom  and  juftice  requires  that  his  Majefty  fhould 
confidpc-^i^  li<&npeforward  as  fUnding  only  in  that  diftant  relation  in  which  they  have  placed 
themC^Jvcf,— Hi?. Majefty,  therefore,  having  taken  this  matter  into  his  royal  confideration, 
dcHh,  «by^i%j  with^he  adv.ic?  pf  his  privy  council,  judge  it  expedient  to  carry  into  immediate 
execution;  thofcmtpntioiicsi^hich  were  formally  notified  in  the  memorial  prefented  by  hi^  am-» 
bafl&dor  on.thei.^jft  of  Msirch'lail,  and  previpufly  iigniiied  in  an  official  verbal  declaration, 
fnade  by>  I^or^d.  Yifcoont  Stormont,  one  pf  his  Majefty '«  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate^  to  Count ' 
y/<ldcxcnj  tnyoy  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  from  the  republic,  nearly  about  two 

months 
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before  t^  dflirenr  of  the  afordkid  memoiUL— »For  tfaefe  caofc?,  his  Majeftr,  ht  and 
i»  the  adrice  of  his  priiy  oooacil,  docfa  dechie,  dat  tbe  fiil]9cA^  of  the  United  ProTinccs 
h^Qoeibr^md  to  be  con&kicd  upoa  the  fame  fbotiiis  with  thole  of  otfart  neotial  ftifees  not 
prTT:l«^cti  bv  trcatr;  and  his  Mi;eilT  doth  facitbT  fofpendy  ptOTifiooallT,  and  till  Anther 
ord«r,  a}i  the  paiticolar  ibpoLitions  Tcfpe&iiig  tise  freedom  of  narigation'  and  rommcroe,  in 
time  of  var,  of  the  fabfods  of  the  Siaies-Gcaeraly  contained  in  the  finreial  tieaties  nour  fob- 
fixling  between  Lis  XUieitr  and  the  lepablic,  and  more  partiailariT  tbofe  contained  in  the 
maiiie  treztr  bctveen  Great  Biitain  and  the  United  ProTinces,  CDOcIoded  at  London,  De* 

**  From  a  hmnane  rrvaid  to  the  inteiefis  of  indiridoals,  and  x  defiie  to  prerent  their  fuf- 
fezinz  ow  acT  fBrprize,  his  Ma*«f  fbr,  &c.  doth  declare,  that  the  eScft  of  diis  his  Xlajeftr's 
oroer  thall  take  place  at  the  foliowmg  terms,  riz* 

^  la  the  Channel  and  the  North  fsas,  tweire  days  after  the  dale  hereof. 
-     ^  From  the  Channel,  the  Britilh  leas,  and  the  North  fieas,  as  far  as  the  Cinary  iOands  in- 
d^relr,  eidicr  in  the  ocean  or  Msditenanean,  the  term  lh?P  be  fix  weeks,  from  the  afore- 
laid  dale. 

**  Three  months  from  the  (aid  Canary  iilands  as  far  as  tlie  equinodial  line  or  eqcaror. 

^  And,  hft^y,  fix  months  beyond  the  iaid  l;ae  or  equator,  and  in  ail  other  parts  of  the 
worid,  withost  any  csocption,  or  other  more  particclar  defcription  of  time  and  phoe. 

(Sigaed)  •*  Stefhek  CoTntEL*" 

The  beginnii^  of  this  year  was  alfo  marked  by  a  Tery  extraordinary  meafore  adopted  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  where  a  power,  which,  however  great  in  itfclf,  was  of  iittie  maritime  coafe- 
qccnce,  now  took  upon  her  to  dilate  a  new  code  of  maritime  laws  to  mankiad,  ia  manr 
refpeds  eficntiaily  differii^  from  thofe  which  had,  for  feveral  hundred  yean,  been  eUaK:.h-d 
amongil  oonnnetcial  naticns,  and  went  diredly  to  the  deftmfiion  of  diat  forereignrr  or  pre* 
eminence  on  the  ocean,  which  had  been  folong  claimed  and  mainuincd  by  this  cosatrr  :  this 
was  the  manifeUo  or  declaration  iiTned  by  the  court  of  Pefieribcrg,  on  the  26th  of  Febnmr, 
to  the  ooarts  of  Loodon«  of  Vcriaillcs,  and  of  Madrid  ;  which  was  the  firft  flep  towards  form- 
L*^  that  powerfuj  naral  confederacy  between  the  northern  powers,  to  which  moll  of  the  nec- 
tral  fiates  afterwards  acceded. — Of  a  tranfadion  lb  new  to  the  commercial  world,  we  ihali  bor- 
row the  fb!k»wing  brief  account  from  the  pen  of  a  gentleman,  who,  from  fitnatioa  and  taknt?, 
was  pei^irAiy  qualified  to  write  on  the  fab}ed«  * 

••  The  jcalonfy  entertained  by  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  of  the  pre-eminence  exerc:- 
icd  by  Great  Britain  at  fea,  had  operated  hitherto  bat  covertly  and  indireSlv.  Expeding  that 
die  onion  of  the  Hocfe  of  Bourbon  would  have  proved  fofficicnt  to  give  it  an  efiednal  check, 
they  bad  remained  pa5iTe  fpedaron  of  a  contciV,  which  they  imagined  would  rK>t  fail  to  ter- 
minate to  the  diiad  V2rjr2ge  of  this  country :  io  great  and  potent  a  combination  as  that  of 
France,  Spain,  and  America,  feemed  to  promife,  without  any  additional  aid,  to  bring  ri»e 
aiaritime  ftiengih  of  Britain  to  that  Ibte  of  diminution,  which  was  the  general  wilh  and  aim 
of  European  polincs, 

••  But  when  it  was  foand  that  the  fpjrit  and  exertions  of  this  country  were  foch,  as  afforded 
little  hope  that  even  this  mighty  confederacy  wonld  focceed  in  ccmpa£ag  this  long  6c^T^d  ob- 
lea,  a  determination.was  cUen  by  aU  t'ne  remaining  powers  to  form  a  naval  combination,  in 
order  to  tSt&  it. 

.     **  Pretences 
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i;iJo      ♦•  l^^^(-r,cc♦  fcT  »  muiiCarz  o(  O.'.i  kind  irae  net  vanr:ag. — The ihl'ltj  »a£  cssi'-mt  of  3ri- 

ttfll  piiittt^ri  liad  i-:nUted  theta  nn'nni^  ob;.cds  of  Uiror,  not  ocir  ta  tic ca3^rtr;£j,I  £3:^ 

ping  0/  ibrir  csiemici,  but  to  ibe  nittnaoas  wcSoi  bel^f^ir.g  to  ctbct  powcri*  that  esse  ca^ 

ffi'/rcJ  in  fjir.iiii.::^  them  witli  f^b  amdts  M  wm  nc:  coa£iitni  «it!i  x  cr:^  ar^  uk  ^rtt- 

t;»ij:y.     fj<roit  ctjean^  ar.d^tiKt  ocfcrtption,  in  ibe  pbiivft  uk>  mo^  incoatn>Tmij^  aisi]. 

i»£f ,  wcK  nfTcEti;tk&  ortcn  mWe  a  fcbjcd  of  Hugitioo,  ano  the  'nxtcr  of  irfiaiiea  wu  «i73?dt 

i;.  '/fticT  to  p;:!  a  wron*  inletpceCUioa  ^0«  tbcm,  ta  criJciU  ccoszoaton  of  tbe  fpii it  bj 

»l:Ji.!j  tfcry  wtre  d'iir.-.ii. 

"  A»  tlie  BrjuJb  miai&Tf  in^&ei,  00  flie  otfar  hanif.  on  the  pfop.-iety  asd  U«f  jlo=fi  of 
ftjz^ng  aitk'Ct  (rf  ibit  •aiiiTC,  comcoiitMu  arolc  between  Great  Btiiain  and  tbe  raiioBs  pow:n 
to  wbkb  ibc  vtii&!i  ladm  »i!h  fu::i  anide*  bcioogcd.  Indeed,  tjc  ngbi  of  pmeutiog  fb])- 
^ics  fron  being  earned  to  iIj:  cr>em«  eras  <b  manifefl,  that  notfamg  bnt  an  iociiaatian  to  make 
ttk  of  apf  opporatnitT  to  quanci  with  t£:»  nation,  coald  here  prompted  thu  ctgantik  with 
which  all  Europe  fecined  to  c^nfpire  in  refofing  to  admit  the  ralidc^  of  afgoaieius  upon  vbicfa 
the  condod  o(  tbe  Briuflj  goreroawot  was  foonded. 

"  Tbe  pfincipl:!  alleged  in  its  dckatx  were  derived  from  ancient  and  long  received  pnc- 
tfce;  they  bad,  for  «gc*.  co!it:ittU£d  that  part  of  the  law  of  natioH  which  rdaics  to  tbe  oragcs 
efUMifhed  in  civilized  caan:rl:>  in  times  of  war.  They  fonned  fo  powcrfcl  a  bankr  to  tbe 
defignt  in  agitation  againil  Great  Briuin,  Uiat  while  their  validitf  was  altawcd*  ao  jufl  coim- 
jdaint  covU  be  fnmed  eganft  tlie  condad  of  tbe  Britilh  miniftrr- 

■*'  Tbe  only  method  ibcfefore  to  arraign  it,  wai  to  call  in  qocflioQ  dte  teaitadc  of  tho& 
principles,  and  to  cflablidi  a  new  fjrdem  of  maritime  laws,  contrary  -to  tbolc  which  had  been 
fo  long  in  force.  Bj  tbefe  means,  the  pretences  of  Britain  wodU  be  oTerthrown,  and  the 
tight  fhc  claimed  of  intercepting  thefupplies  carried  to ^cr  enemies  would  be  entiroly  annulled. 

*'  1'b«t  power  wliictt  took  tbe  lead  in  the  promulgation  of  this  new  fyftem  was  Rnffia  ;— 
a  power  that  oug^t,  according  to  all  the  rules  of  what  fcemed  joft  policy,  to  have  a£tcd  a 
friendly  part  to  Britain,  and  to  have  difconnteoanced  a  mcafotc  which  ttoded  lb  maoifeAly  to 
iiijareber. 

*'  It  was  under  the  proteflion  ef  thefe  ancient  nuxims  and  cnftoms,  diat  Britain  main- 
tained the  arduous  conili£t  againft  fo  many  powerful  enemies,  with  no  fmall  fuccels : — It  was 
for  that  reafon  alone,  that  Europe  determined  they  Ihould  undergo  a  total  altontion. 

"  Whatever  Aight  be  the  fecrct  motives  for  fuch  an  extraordinary  dctermii^tion  in  tbe 
co«rt  of  Kuflia,  it  was  with  juft  furprize  the  court  of  Great  Britain  received  notice  that  it  had 
iormed  a  code  of  naval  regulations,  which  militated,  in  the  mofl  dircd  manner,  againft  tbe 
pradices  hitherto  obfervcd  in  Europe,  and  were  evidently  levelled  at  tbe  maiittme  power  of 
this  country. 

*'  It  wss.a  matter  of  peculiar  aftonifhment  that  RnlGa  (hoold  be  at  the  bead  of  a  combina- 
tion fo  injurious  to  Great  Briuin.  Tbe  favours  Ihc  had  received  from  the  Britifh  govem- 
oicnt,  in  bcr  Ute  war  with  tbe  Turks,  and  ftill  more,  the  commercial  benefiu  refulting  from 
»  connexion  with  this  country,  fcemed  to  fecure  the  good-will  of  Ruffia,  and  even  its  affif- 
Unce,  in  ca(e«f  neceflity  :  little  therefore  was  it  expeded,  that  it  (bould  prove  thefirftofall 
European  potcnuie*  in  that  inimical  declaration,  tbe  intent  of  which  was  to  deprive  Great 
Britain  of  the  principal  rebarcei  that  enabled  her  to  maiotain  her  ground  in  the  midft  of  fo 
may  diAcnltiei.     . 
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1780  **  In  taking  a  ftcp  of  fuch  an  unprecedented  nature,  Ruflia  had  previoufly  ufed  the  precau- 
tion of  fecuring  the  concurrence  of  all  her  neighbours  : — So  formidable  was  the  impreiGon  of 
the  power  and  fpirit  of  England,  notwithftanding  the  perils  which  furrounded  her,  that  noftc 
of  the  northern  powers  durft  prefume,  alone  and  unfupported  by  the  others>  to  enter  the  lifts 
againft  her  in  fuch  an  hoftile  and  decilive  manner. 

**  Denmark  and  Sweden  accordingly  joined  with  Ruflia  in  this  naval  confederacy ;  to  which 
Holland,  and  even  Portugal,  were  invited  to  accede :  fo  prevalent  and  fo  powerful  was  the 
univerfal  malevolence  to  Britain,  and  fo  unqueftionably  was  it  reputed  tlie  intereft  of  Europe 
to  co-operate  in  the  humiliation  of  her  maritime  grandeur.  In  this  manner  was  formed  that 
afibciation  of  the  neutral  powers  of  Europe  againft  this  country,  which  aflbmed  the  denomi* 
nation  of  The  Armed  Neutrality," 

As  this  tranfaAion  was,  in  all  its  circumftances,  fo  very  extraordinary,  and  produced  fuch 
a  bold  innovation  on  the  commercial  law  of  nations,  we  fhall  not  only  give  the  convention 
for  an  armed  neutrality  at  Lige,  but  (hall  precede  it  with  the  different  declarations  of  the  neu- 
tral ftates,  and  the  anfwcrs  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Declaration  of  the  Eraprefs  of  Ruffia,  to  the  courts  of  London,  of  Verfailles,  and  of  Madrid : 

"  The  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  has  fo  well  manifefted  the  fentiments  oTjuftice,  of  equity,  and  of 
moderation,  by  which  fhe  is  animated,  and  has  given  fuch  convincing  proofs,  duryig  the  war 
which  flie  fuftained  againft  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of  the  ftrift  regard  which  fhe  has  for  the  rights 
of  neutrality,  and  the  liberty  of  commerce  in  general,  that  fhe  may  fairly  appeal  to  the  tefti- 
mony  of  all  Europe.  This  conduct,  as  well  as  the  principles  of  impartiality  which  fhe  has 
manifefted  during  this  prefent  war,  might  have  infpircd  her  with  the  juft  confidence,  that  her 
fubjeSs  would  likewife  peaceably  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  induftry,  and  of  the  advantages  be- 
longing to  all  neutral  nations.  Experience  has,  however,  proved  the  contrary :  not  thefe  con- 
iiderations,  nor  the  regard  due  and  prefcribed  by  tlie  univerfal  la\v  of  nations,  have  prevented 
her  Imperial  Majefty's  fubjefts  from  being  often  molefted  in  their  navigation,  and  retarded  in 
their  operations,,  by  the  fhips  and  privateers  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

*•  Thefe  vexations  offered  to  the  liberty  of  commerce  in  general,  and  to  that  of  Ruflfia  in 
particular,  ar6  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  excite  the  attention  of  fovereigns,  and  of  all  neutral 
•  nations.  Her  Imperial  Majefty  finds  herfelf  under  the  obligation  of  freeing  herfelf  therefrom, 
by  all  means  compatible  with  her  dignity,  and  the  welfare  of  her  fubjefts  : — But  before  Ihc 
means  to  come  to  any  ferious  meafures,  and  in  order  fincerely  to  prevent  all  new  mifknder- 
ftandings,  her  Imperial  Majefty  has  thought  it  juft  and  equitable  to  expofe  to  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe,  the  principles  which  fhe  has  adopted  for  her  conduft,  and  which  are  the  moft  proper 
to  prevent  all  future  difagreement.  Her  Imperial  Majefty  does  this  with  fo  much  the  more 
confidence,  as  fhe  finds  thefe  principles  contained  in  the  laws  of  the  primitive  people,  which 
all  nations  have  a  right  to  claim,  and  which  the  belligerent  powers  cannot  invalidate,  without 
violating  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  without  difowning  the  maxims  which  they  have  adopted 
themfelves,  in  their  different  treaties  and  public  engagements.  They  are  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing points  :— 

*•  I.  Tliat  neutral  fhips  fliall  enjoy  a  free  navigation,  even  from  port  to  port,  and  on  the 
coafts  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

**  II.  That  all  efFcfts  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  faid  belligerent  powers,  fhall  be 
looked  upon  as  free  on  board  fuch  neutral  fhips,  except  only  fuch  goods  as  are  ftipulated  to  be 
contraband. 

Vol.  IV.  Mm  *«  III.    That 
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<*  III.  That  her  Imfrarial  Majefty^  for  the  proper  underflandiiig  of  this,  refers  to  the  afti* 
cles  X»  and  XL  of  h^t  treaty  of  GOEnmerCe  with  Great  Briuin^  extending  her  obligations  to 
all  the  other  belligerent  powers. 

*<  IV.  That  in  order  to  determine  what  charaAerizes  a  port  blocked  tip,  that  denomina* 
tion  (hall  not  be  granted  but  to  fuch  places  before  which  there  are  actually  a  number  of  enemy's 
Ihips  ftationed  near  enough,  fo  as  to  make  its  entry  dangerous^ 

**  V.  That  thefe  principles  Ihall  fervc  as  rules  in  the  judicial  proceedings  and  fcntences 
upon  .the  legality  of  prizes, 

^*  Her  Imperial  Majefty,  in  manifefting  thofe  principles  before  all  Europe,  at  the  fame  time 
declares^  that  (he  is  firmly  refolved  to  itiaintain  them»  and  in  order  to  proteft  the  honouc  of 
her  ilag,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  commerce  and  navigatibn  of  her  fubjcfis  againft  whdmfoever ; 
in  coAfequence  whereof,  fhe  has  given  an  order  to  fit  out  a  cdniiderable  part  of  her  naval 
forces.  This  meafure  has,  however,  no  influence  on  the  ftrift  and  rigorous  neutrality  which 
her  Imperial  Majefty  is  refolved  religioufly  to  obferve,  and  which  fhe  fhall  obferve  as  long  as 
Ihe  fhall  not  be  provoked  and  forced  to  depart  from  thofe  principles  of  moderation  and  perfedk 
impartiality.  It  is  only  in  this  extremity  that  her  fleet  wi|r  be  ordered  to  a£t,  wherever  her 
honour,  interefly  and  neceflity  fhall  require. 

♦*  In  giving  this  formal  afTurance,  with  all  the  franknefs  fo  congenial  to  her  charaScr,  her 
Imperial  Majefly  cannot  but  expeA  that  the  belligerent  powers,  fenfiblc  of  the  fentiments  of 
juftice  and  equity  with  which  fhe  is  animated,  will  contribute  to  the  accomplifliment  of  her 
falutary  views,  which  tend  fo  manifeftly  to  the  welfare  of  all  nations,  and  to  the  advantages 
even  of  thofe  at  war  j  that  in  confequence  thereof,  they  will  provide  their  courts  of  admiralties, 
their  officers,  and  commanders,  with  proper  inftruAions,  analogous  and  conformable  to  ^he 
principles  here  above-mentioned,  and  drawn  from  the  primitive  code  of  peoples,  and  fo  often 
adopted  in  their  own  conventions. 

**  Peterjburg^  February  26,  1780.  (Signed)  **  Catharina." 

And  lower, 
•*  By  order  of  her  Imperial  Majefly, 

(Signed)  "  Panin." 

Declaration  of  the  King  of  Denmark  to  the  fame  courts  : — 
"  If  the  mofl  exafl  and  perfe£k  neutrality,  with  the  mofl  regular  navigation,  and  the  mofl 
inviolable  refpe£t  jto  treaties,  could  have  kept  free  the  commerce  of  the  fubjeAs  of  the  King  of 
Denmark  and  Norway  from  the  inroads  of  the  powers  with  whom  he  is  at  peace,  free  and  in- 
dependent, it  would  not  be  neceffary  to  take  meafures  to  infure  to  his  fubje£ts  that  liberty  to 
which  they  have  the  moft  incontrovertible  right.  The  King  of  Denmark  has  always  founded 
his  glory  and  his  grandeur  upon  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  other  people.  It  has  been  his 
rirlc,  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  to  teflify  to  all  the  powers,  his  friends,  a  conduft  the 
roofl  capable  of  convincing  them  of  his  pacific  intentions,  and  of  his  defire  to  contribute  to 
the  general  happincfs  of  Europe.  His  proceedings  have  always  been  conformable  to  thefe 
principlcs,.again{l  which  nothing  can  be  alleged;  he  has  not,  till  now,  addrcfled  himfelf  but 
to  tlie  powers  at  war  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  his  griefs  ;  and  he  has  never  wanteH  moderation  in 

his  demands,  nor  acknowledgments,  when  they  have  received  the  fuccefs  they  defervcd. But 

the  neutral  navigation  has  neen  too  often  molefied,  and  the  moft  innocent  commerce  of  his 
fubjefts  too  frequently  troubled  ;  fo  that  the  King  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  take  proper  mea- 
fures to  afTure  to  hiinfclf  and  allies,  thefafctyof  commerce  and  navigation,  and  the  raainte- 

^  nance 
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1780  nance  of  the  jnfeparablc  rights  of  liberty  and  independence.  If  the  duties  of  hcutrality  arc 
facrcd,  the  law  of  nations  has  alfo  its  rights,  avowed  by  all  impartial  powers,  eftablilhed  by 
cuAom,  and  founded  upon  equity  and  reafon,  A  nation  independent  and  neuter,  docs  not 
lofc  by  the  wars  of  others  the  rights  which  (he  liad  before  the  war,  becaufe  peace  exifts  between 
her  and  Jill  the  belligerent  powers-  Without  receiving  or  being* obliged  to  follow  the  laws  of 
cither  of  them,  Ihe  is  allowed  to  follow,  in  all  places,  (contraband  excepted)  the  traffic  which 
fhe  would  have  a  right  to  do,  if  peace  exifted  with  all  Europe,  as  it  exifts  with  her.  The 
King  pretends  to  nothing  beyond  what  the  neutrality  allows  him  : — This  is  his  rule,  and  that 
of  his  people  ;  and  the  King  cannot  accord  to  the  principle,  that  a  power  at  war  has  a  right  to 
interrupt  the  commerce  of  his  fubjefts.  He  thinks  it  due  to  himfelf  and  his  fubjefts,  faithful 
obfervers  of  thefc  rules,  and  to  the  powers  at  war  themfclves,  to  declare  to  them  the  following 
principles,  which  he  has  always«held,  and  which  he  will  always  avow  and  maintam,  in  con- 
cert with  the  Emprcfs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  whofefentiments  he  finds  entirely  conformable  with 
his  own,"  ' 

[Here  follow  the  propofed  prin.^^les  of  neutrality,  cxaftly  correfponding  with  thofe  adopted 
by  Ruflia*] 

Declaration  of  the  King  of  Sweden  to  the  fame  courts  :— 

•'  Ever  Cnce  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  the  King  has  taken  particular  care  to  mani- 
feft  his  intentions  to  all  Europe*  He  impofed  upon  himfelf  the  law  of  a  pcrfeft  neutrality  ;  he 
fulfilled  all  the  duties  thereof  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exaftitude :  and,  in  confequencc  there- 
of, he  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  all  the  prerogatives  naturally  appertaining  to  the  qualifica- 
tion of  a  fovercign  perfeSly  neuter.  But  notwithftanding  this,  his  commercial  fubjefti  have 
been  obliged  to  claim  his  proteftion,  and  his  Majefty  has  found  himfelf  under  the  neceility  19 
grant  it  to  them. 

*•  To  efFeft  this,  the  King  ordered,  laft  year,  a  certain  number  of  men  of  war  to  be  fitted 
out.  He  employed  a  part  thereof  on  the  coafts  of  hi«  kingdom,  and  the  reft  ferved  as  convoys 
for  the  Swedifh  merchant-lhips,  in  the  different  feas  which  the  commerce  of  his  fubjcfts  re- 
quired them  to  navigate.  He  acquainted  the  feveral  belligerent  powers  with  thefe  meafures, 
and  was^preparing  to  continue  the  fame  during  the  courfe  of  this  year,  when  other  courts,  who 
had  likewife  adopted  a  perfcft  neutrality,  communicated  their  fenliments  unto  him,  which 
the  King  found  entirely  conformable  to  his  own,  and  tending  to  the  fame  objeft.* 

**  The  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  caufed  a  declaration  to  be  delivered  to  the  courts  tjf  London, 
Vcrfailles,  and  Madrid,  in  which  fhe  acquainted  them  of  her  refolutvon  to  proteft  the  com- 
merce of  her  fubjefts,  and  to  defend  the  univerfal  rights  and  prerogatives  of  neutral  nations. — 
This  declaration  was  founded  upon  fuch  juft  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  tlic  fub- 
iifting  treaties,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  caU  them  into  queftion.  The  King  found  them  en- 
tirely concordant  with  his  own  caufe,  and  with  the  treaty  concluded  in  the  year  1666,  bet\*-fecn 
Sweden  and  France-,  and  his  Majefty  could  not  forbear  to  acknowledge  and  to  adopt  tlie  fame 
principles,  not  only  with  regard  to  thofe  powers  with  whom  the  faid  treaties  are  in  force,  but 
alfo  with  regard  to  fuch  others  as  are  already  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  or  may  be  involved 
therein  hereafter^  and  with  whom  the  King  lias  no  treaties.to  reclaim.  It  is  the  univerfal  law  ; 
and  when  there  are  no  particular  engagements  exifting,  it  becomes  obligatory  upon  all  nations. 

**  In  confcquence  thereof,  the  King  declares  hereby  again,  that  he' will  obferve  the  fame 
neutrality,  and  with  the  fame  exaftitude  as  he, has  hitherto  done.     He  wiH  enjoin  all  his  lub- 
jefts,  under  jcigorous  paiiis,  not  to  aft  in  any  manner  wliatcver  contrary  to  the  duties  w^ch  a  * 
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1780  ftrift  neutrality  impofes  upoji  them ;  but  he  will  cflFcftually  protcS  their  lawful  commerce,  by 
all  poflible  means,  whenever  they  carry  on  the  fame  conformably  to  the  principles  here  above- 
mentioned." 

But  previous  to  the  court  of  Sweden's  final  acccffion  to  the  neutral  confederacy  propofed  by 
Ruflia,  (he  required  an  explanation  from  that  court  relative  to  the  following  particulars  :  — 

**  !•  How,  and  in  what  manner,  a  reciprocal  proteftion  and  mutual  afEftance  fhall  be 
given  ? 

"  II.  Whether  each  particular  power  (hall  be  obliged  to  proteft  the  general  commerce  of 
the  whole  ;  or,  if  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  employ  a  part  of  its  armament  in  the  proteftion  of 
its  own  particular  commerce  ? 

*•  III.  If  feveral  of  thefe  combined  fquadrons  fliould  meet,  or,  for  example,  one. or  more 
of  thftir  veffcls,  what  (hall  be  the  rule  of  their  conduft  towards  each  other,  and  how  far  fliall 
the  neutral  proteftipn  extend  ? 

*'  IV.  It  feems  eilential  to  agree  upon  the  manner  in  which  reprcfehtations  (hall  be  made 
to  the  powers  at  war,  if,  notwithftanding  our  mcafur^^,  their  (hips  of  war,  or  armed  ve(rels, 
fhould  continue  to  interrupt  our  commerce  in  any  manner. — Mufti  thefe  remonftrances  be 
made  in  the  general  name  of  the  united  powers,  or  (hall  each  particutar  power  plead  its  own 
caufe  only  ? 

**  V.  Laftly,  it  appears  efTentially  neceflfary  to  provide  againft  this  poflible  event, — where 
one  of  the  united  powers  feeing  itfelf  driven  to  extremities  againft  any  of  the  powers  adually 
at  war,  (hould  claim  the  afiiftance  of  the  allies  in  this  convention  to  do  her  juftice :  in  what 
manner  can  this  be  beft  concerted  ? — A  circumftance  which  equally  requires  a  ftipulation,  that 
the  rcprifals,  in  that  cafe,  (hall  not  be  at  the  will  of  fuch  party  injured,  but  that  the  common 
voice  Ihall  decide :  otherwife,  an  individual  power  might,  at  its  pleafure,Mraw  the  reft,  againft 
their  inclinations  and  interefts,  into  difagreeable  extremities,  or  break  the  whole  league,  and 
reduce  matters  into  their  original  ftate,  which  would  render  tlie  whole  fruitlefs,  and  of  no 
clFea. 

To  thefe  queries  the  court  of  Ruflia  returned  the  following  anfwer  :— 

*^  I,  As  to  the  manner  in  which  protection  and  mutual  aififtance  fhall  be  granted,  it  muft 
be  fettled  by  a  formal  convention,  to  which  all  the  neutral  powers  will  be  invited ;  the  prin- 
cipal end  of  which  is,  to  infure  a  free  navigation  to  the  merchant-fhips  of  all  nations.  When- 
ever fuch  veflel  (hall  have  proved,  from  its  papers,  that  it  carries  no  contraband  goods,  the 
proteAion  of  a  fquadron,  or  veflcls  of  war,  (hall  be  granted  her,  under  whofe  care  (he  (lyill 
put  herfelf,  and  which  fhall  prevent  her  being  interrupted. — From  hence  it  follows  : 

"  II.  That  each  power  muft  concur  in  the  general  fecurity  of  commerce.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  better  to  accompli(h  this  objeft,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  fettle,  by  means  of  a  feparate 
article,  the  places  and  diftances  which  may  be  judged  proper  for  the  llation  of  each  power.— 
From  that  method  will  arife  this  advantage,  that  all  the  fquadrons  of  the  allies  will  form  a  kind 
of  chain,  and  be  able  to  aflift  each  other:  the  particular  arrangement  to  be  confined  only  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  allies,  though  the  convention,  in  all  other  points,  will  be  communica- 
ted to  the  powers  at  war,  accompanied  with  all  the  proteftations  of  a  ftrift  neutrality. 

•*  111.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  principle  of  a  perfeft  equality  which  muft  regulate  this  point. 
We  (hall  follow  the  common  mode  with  regard  to  fafety. — In  cafe  the  fquadrons  (houlJ  meet 
and  engage,  the  commanders  will  conform  to  the  ufages  of  the  fea-fervice ;  becaufe,  as  is  ob- 
ferved  above,  the  reciprocal  protection,  under  thefe  conditions,  (hould  be  unlimited. 

"  IV.   It 
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X780  *'  IV.  It  feems  expedient,  that  the  rcprefcntations  mentioned  in  this  article,  be  made  by 
the  party  aggrieved  ;  and  that  the  minifters  of  the  other  confederate  power*  fupport  thofc  re- 
monftranccs  in  the  moft  forcible  and  efficacious  manner. 

<4  V.   AVc  feel  all  the  importance  of  this  confidcration ;  and,  to  render  it  clear,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  diftinguifli  the  cafe. 

**  If  any  one  of  the  allied  powers  (hould  fufFer  itfelf  to  be  drawn  in  by  motives  contrary  to 
the  cftablifhed  principles  of  a  neutrality  and  perfeft  impartiality,  fhould  injure  its  laws,  or  ex- 
tend their  bounds,  it  cannot  certainly  be  cxpefted  that  the  others  fhould  efpoufc  the  quarrel ; 
on  the  contrary,  fuch  a  conduft  would  be  deemed  an  abandoning  the  tics  which  united  thera. 
But  if  the  infult  offered  to  one  of  the  allies  fhould  be  hoftile  to  the  principles  adopted  and  an- 
nounced in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  or  fhould  be  marked  with  the  charafter  of  hatred  and  arli- 
mofity,  infpired  by  refentment,  thefe  common  mcafures  of  the  confederation,  which  have 
no  other  tendency  than  to  make,  in  a  precife  and  irrevocable  manner,  laws  for  the  liberty  of 
commerce,  and  the  rights  of  every  neutral  nation,— then  it  fhall  be  held-indifpenfable  for  the 
united  powers  to  make  a  common  caufe  of  it,  (at  fea  only)  without  its  being  a  ground-work 
for  other  operations,  as  thefe  connections  are  purely  maritime,  having  no  ether  objeft  than 
naval  commerce  and  navigation. 

*'  From  all  that  is  faid  above,  it  evidently  refults,  that  the  common:  will  of  all,  founded 
upon  the  principles  admitted  and  adopted  by  the  contrafting*  parties  muft  alone  decide,  and 
that  it  will  always  be  the  fixed  bafis  of  the  conduA  and  operations  of  this  union.  Finally, 
we  fhall  obferve,  that  thefe  conventions  fuppofe  no  other  naval  armament  than  what  fhall  be 
conformable  to  circumilances,  according  as  tbofe  fhall  render  them  neceflary,  or  as  may  be 
agreed.  It  is  probable  that  this  agreement,  onc&  ratified  and  eflablifhed,  will  be  of  the  greatefl 
confequence ;  and  that  the  belligerent  powers  will  find  in  it  fufficient  motives  to  perfuade  them 
to  refpcft  the  neutral  flag,  and  prevent  their  provoking  the  refentment  of  a  refpeftable  com- 
munion, founded  under  the  aufpices  of  the  mofl  evident  juflice,  and  the  fole  idea  of  which  is 
received  with  the  univerfal  applaufe  of  all  impartial  Europe." 

The  following  anfwcr  was  given  by  his  Britannic  Majefly  to  the  declaration  of  the  Em- 
prefs  of  RufBa  : —  , 

"  During  the  courfe  of  the  war  wherein  his  Britannic  Majefly  finds  Jiimfelf  engaged, 
through  the  unprovoked  aggreflion  of  France  and  Spain,  he  hath  conflantly  manifefled  his 
fentiments  of  juftice,  equity,  and  moderation,  in  every  part  of  his  condud.  His  Majefly 
hath  afted  towards  friendly  and  neutral  powers  according  to  their  own  procedure  rcfpefting 
Great  Britain,  and  conformably  to  the  clearefl  principles  generally  acknowledged  as  the  laws 
of  nations,  being  the  only  law  between  powers  where  no  treaties  fubfifl,  and  agreeably  to  the 
tenor  of  his  different  engagements  with  other  powers;  thofe  engagements  have  altered  this 
primitive  law,  by  mutual  flipulations^  proportioned  to  the  will  and  convenience  of  the  con- 
trailing  parties.  . 

•*  Strongly  attached  to  her  Majefly  of  all  the  Ruffias,  by  the  tic  of  reciprocal  fricndfhip  and 
common  interefl,  the  King,  from  the  commencement  of  thofe  troubles,  gave  the  mofl  pre- 
cife orders  refpefting  the  flag  of  her  Imperial  Majefly,  and  the  commerce  of  her  fubje£ls, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  tenor  of  the  engagements  ftipulated  by  his  treaty  of 
commerce  with  her,  and  to  which  he  fhall  adhere  with  the  mofl  fcrupulous  exadnefs. 

'*  The  orders  to  this  intent  have  been  renewed,  and  the  utmofl  care  will  be  taken  for  their 
Uriftefl  execution, 

5  *'  It 
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1780  **  It  may  be  prcfumed,  that  not  the  Icafl:  irregularity  will  happen  ;  but  in  cafe  any  infringe* 
tatnt  contrary  to  thefe  repeated  orders  tak.e  place,  the  courts  of  admiralty,  which  in  this,  like 
all  other  countries,  are  eflabliflied  to  take  cognizance  of  fuch  matters,  and  in  all  cafes  do 
judge  folcly  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  by  the  fpccific  ftipulations  of  different  treaties,  will 
redrefs  every  hardfhlp  in  fo  equitable  a  manner,  that  her  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  be  perfc&ly 
fatisfied,  and  acknowledge  a  like  fpirit  of  juilice  which  fhe  herfelf  poflelles/' 

Anfwcr  of  the  French  King  to  the  declaration  of  the  Emprefs  of  RufCa  :— 

#         **  Tlic  war  in  Which  the  King  finds  himfelf  engaged,  having  no  other  objcft  than  his  at- 

tachment  to  the  principles  of  perfeft  liberty  at  fea,  his  Majefty  could  not  but  with  great  fatis- 

.fi£^ion  behold  the  Emprefs  of  Ruilia  adopting  the  fame  principles,  and  at  the  fame  time  ex- 

»  prefling  a  firm  refolution  to  maintain  them.  .What  her  Imperial  Majefty  claims  from  the  bel- 
ligerent powers,  is  nothing  elfe  than  the  rules  prefcribed  to  the  French  navy;  the  execution 
thereof  is  maintained  with  an  exaflitude  known  and  applauded  by  all  Europe. 

"  The  freedom  of  commerce  of  neutral  fhips,  reftrained  only  in  a  very  few  cafes,  is  the 
/direft  refult  of  the  law  of  nature,  the  fafc-guard  of  nations,  the  relief  even  of  thofe  who  arc 
afflicted  by  the  calamities  of  war*  The  King  has  therefore  been  always  deiirous  to  procure, 
not  only  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  but  alfo  to  thofe  of  all  other  ftates  that  have 
adopted  a  ftrift  neutrality,  the  liberty  to  navigate  the  feas  on  the  fame  conditions  as  are  men- 
tioned in  the  declaration,  to  which  his  Majefty  is  hereby  giving  an  anfwer. 

*•  The  King  flattered  himfelf  with  having  made  a  great  ftep  towards  the  general  welfare,  and 
with  having  prepared  a  glorious  xra  for  his  reign,  in  fixing,  by  his  example,  the  rights  which 
-all  belligerent  powers  might,  and  Ihould  acknowledge,  as  belonging  to  neutral  (hips.  His 
hopes  have  not  been  decreafed,  iince  the  Emprefs  of  Ruilia,  in  adopting  the.ftrifteft  neutrality, 
has  declared  herfelf  for  the  fame  fyftem,  which  the  King  maintains  at  the  price  of  the  blood 
of  his  people  ;  and  as  fhe  claims  the  fame  rights  which  his  Majefty  wiihes  to  make  the  foun- 
dation of  a  maritime  code  of  law. 

**  If  it  were  neceflary  to  ifluc  frefh  orders,  that  the  (hips  of  her  Imperial  Majefty*s  fubjcSs 
might  not  be  ahder  atly  apprehenfion  of  being  interrupted  in  their  navigation  by  any  of  the 
King's  fubjefts,  his  Majefty  would  be  very  ready  to  iflfue  them  ;  but  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia 
will  undoubtedly  rely  on  his  Majefty*s  difpofitions,  which  are  contained  in  the  different  regu- 
lations that  have  been  publiflied.  They  do  not  depend  upon  circumftances ; — they  are  founded 
4ipon  tlie  law  of  nations ; — ^and  they  are  becoming  a  Prince  who  is  happy  enough  to  find  al- 
ways in  the  general  piofperity  the  meafure  of  that  of  his  kingdom.  The  King  only  wifhes 
that  her  Imperial  Majedy  would  more  explicitly  fix  the  nature  of  merchandizes  which  (hall  be 
n|mted  contraband  in  times  of  war,  and  give  more  precife  rules  for  the  form  of  clearances^ 
and  other  papers,  wherewith  the  Ruflian  fhips  (hall  be  provided. 

**  With  this  precaution,  his  Majefty  is  well  affured  that  no  accident  whatever  will  happen, 
which  might  make  him  repent  to  have  rendered,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  the  condition 
"•f  the  Ruflian  navigators  as  advantageous  as  it  is  poflTble  in  time  of  war.     Other  happy  cir- 
cumftances have  already  convinced  both  courts,  at  feveral  times,  of  what  confequence  it  is  to 
explain  themfelves  with  franknefs  and  fincerity  upon  their  refpedtive  interefts. 

•'  The  King  is  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  to  exprefs  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  his  fcn- 
timents  upon  a  point  fo  interefting  to  Ruflia,  and  all  the  commercial  powers  of  Europe.— 
And  be  applauds  the  more  fincerely  the  principles  and  views  which  dire&  the  Emprefs  of 
Rufliai  as  his  Majefty  takes  part  in  the  fentiments  and  motives  which  have  engaged  that  Prin- 
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1780  cefs  to  adopt  tneafures,  from  which  folid  advantages  will  undoubtedly  refult,  not  only  to  her 
fubjeflSy  but  alfo  to  all  nations, 
Verfailleu  ySpril  2^^  J780. 

Anfwer  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  Declaration  of  the  Emprefs  of  Rufiia. 

•*  The  Kiflg  being  informed  of  the  Emprefs's  fentimcnts  with  refpcft  to  the  belligerent  and 
neutral  powers,  by  a  memori:kl  remitted  to  the  Comte  de  Florida  Blanca,  on  the  15th  inftant, 
by  Mr.  Etienne  de  Zinowief,  Minifter  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  :  the  King  confidcrs  this  as  the 
efFeft  of  a  juft  confidence  which  his  MajeAy  has  o\\  his  part  merited ;  and  it  is  yet  more  agree- 
able that  the  principles  adopted  by  this  fovereign  fhould  be  the  fame  as  have  always  guided  the 
King,  and  which  his  Majefty  has  for  a  long  time,  but  without  fuccefs,  endeavoured  to  caufe 
England  to  obferve,  while  Spain  remained  neuten  Thefe  principles  are  founded  in  juftice,. 
equity  and  moderation  ;  and  thefe  fame  principles  Rufiia  and  all  the  other  powers  have  expe« 
rienced  in  the  refolutions  formed  by  his  Majefty  \  and  it  has  been  entirely  owing  to  the  con« 
du6t  of  the  Englifh  navy>  both  in  the  laft  and  the  prefent  war»  (a  condufl:  wholly  fubverfive 
of  the  received  rules  among  neutral  powers)  that  his  Majefty  has  been  obliged  to  follow  their 
example ;  fihce  the  Englifh  paying  no  refpeft  to  a  neutral  flag,  if  the  fame  be  laden  with  efFe£ls 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  even  if  the  articles  Ihould  not  be  contraband,  and  that  flag  not  ufing 
any  means  of  defending  itfelf,  there  could  not  be  any  juft  caufe  why  Spain  fhould  not  mako 
Tcprifals,  to  indemnify  herfclf  for  the  great  difadvai^tages  fhe  muft  otherwife  labour  under. 
The  neutral  powers  have  alfo  laid  themfelves  open  to  the  inconveniencies  they  have  fufFered, 
by  farnifhing  themfelves  with  double  papers,  and  other  artifices  to  prevent  the  capture  of  their 
vefTcls  ;  from  which  have  followed  captures  and  detentions  innumerable,  and  other  difagree- 
able  confequences,  though  in  reality  not  fo  prejudicial  as  pretended;  on  the  contrary,  fome 
of  thefe  detentions  have  turned  to  the  advantage  of  the  proprietors,  as  the  goods,  being  fold  in 
the  port  where  they  were  condemned,  have  frequently  gone  ofF  at  a  higher  price  than  they 
would  have  done  at  the  place  of  their  deftination* 

"  The  King,  nevcrthelefs,  not  contented  with  thefe  proofs  of  his  juftification,  which  have 
been  manifcft  to  all  Europe,  will  this  day  have  the  glory  of  being  the  firft  to  give  the  example 
of  refpc£ling  the  neutral  flag  of  all  the  courts  that  have  confented,  or  fhall  confent,  to  defend 
it,  till  his  Majefty  finds  what  part  the  Englifh  navy  takes,  and  whether  they  will,  together 
with  their  privateers,  keep  witliin  proper  bounds.  And  to  fhew  to  all  the  neutral  powers  bow 
.much  Spain  is  defirous  of  obferving  the  fame  rules  in  time  of  war  as  fhe  was  direfled  by  whilft 
neuter,  his  Majefty  conforms  to  the  other  points  contained  in  the  dedaratPon  of  Rufiia.  To 
be  underftood,  nevcrthelefs,  that,  with  regard  to  the  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  the  danger  of 
entering  fubfifts,  as  determined  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  faid  declaration.  Thefe  dangers 
may,  however,  be  avoided  by  the  neutral  powers,  if  they  conform  to  thofe  rules  of  precaution 
eftabliflied  by  his  Majefty 's  declaration  of  the  13th  of  laft  March,  which  has  been  communis 
cated  to  the  court  of  Pcterfburg  by  his  minifter. 

/*  j{t  jtranjuezy  Jpril  liy  1780.  Florida.  Blanca." 

Emprefs  of  RufTia's  memorial  to  the  States  GeneraL 
**  High  and  Mighty  Lords^ 

•*  The  under- written  envoy  extraordinary  from  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  RufCas, 
has  the  honour  to  communicate  hereby  a  copy  of  a  declaration,  which  the  Emprefs,  his  fove- 
reign, has  made  to  the  different  powers  aftually  at  war.  Your  High  Mightineflcs  will  un- 
doubtedly look  upon  this  communication  as  a  particular  mark  of  her  Imperial  Majefty's  atten- 
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1780  tion  for  this  republic,  equally  intcrefled  in  the  reafons  which  have  given  rife  to  -this  dcclara- 
tion.  He  has  moreover  orders  to  declare,  in  the  name  of  her  Imperial  Majefty,  that,  as  much 
as  flic  defires  to  maintain,  during  the  prefent  war,  the  moft  perfeS  neutrality,  as  much  will 
Ihe  be  jealous  to  maintain,  by  the  moft  efficacious  means,  the  honour  of  the  Ruffian  flag,  and 
the  fccurity  of  commerce,  and  navigation  of  her  fubjefts,  and  will  not  fufFer  the  leaft  infringe- 
ment or  moleftation  from  any  of  the  belligerent  powers  :  that,  in  order  to  avoid,  on  this  occa- 
iion,  all  mifunderftandings,  or  falfe  interpretations,  her  Imperial  Majefty  has  thought  proper 
to  fpecify,  in  her  declaration,  the  limits  of  a  free  commerce,  and  what  is  to  be  underftood  by 
contraband ;  that  if  the  definition  of  the  firft  is  founded  on  the  moft  fimple  and  clear  notions, 
and  fully  and  moft  explicitly  determined  by  the  law  of  nature,  that  of  the  laft  is  taken  literally 
by  her  Imperial  Majefty,  from  the  treaty  of  commerce  between  Ruffia  and  Great  Britain : 
that  by  thefe  means  her  Imperial  Majefty  proves  inconteftably  her  good  faith  and  impartiality 
towards  all  parties,  and  confequently  may  expeA  that  all  tlie  other  commercial  powers  will  be 
tlie  more  expeditious  to  accede  to  her  way  of  thinking  concerning  the  neutrality. 

**  With  thefe  views  her  Imperial  Majefty  has  ordered  the  under-written  envoy  extraordinary 
to  invite  your  High  Mightinefles  to  make  a  common  caufe  with  her,  in  fo  far  as  this  union 
may  fcrve  to  protefl  commerce  and  navigation,  in  obferving  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  exaft 
neutrality,,  and  to  fignify  unto  them  the  meafures  her  Imperial  Majefty  has  taken  in  confe- 
quence  thereof. 

**  The  like  invitation  has  already  been  given  to  the  courts  of  Copenhagen,  of  Stockholm, 
and  of  Lifbon,  in  order  that,  by  the  united  care  of  all  the  neutral  maritime  powers,  the  navi- 
gation of  all  the  neutral  trading  nations  may  be  eftablifhed  and  legalized,  and  a  fyftem  adopted, 
founded  upon  juftice,  and  which  by  its  real  advantage  may  ferve  for  rules  for  future  ages. 

**  The  under-written  envoy  extraordinary  makes  not  the  leaft  doubt  that  your  High  Migh- 
tineftes  will  take  her  Imperial  Majefty's  invitation  into  immediate  coniideration,  and  that  they 
will  concur  with  her  in  making  without  delay  a  declaration  to  the  belligerent  powers,  founded 
upon  the  fame  principles  as  tlioie  of  her  Imperial  Majefty,  and  that  they  will  explain  them- 
felves  at  the  fame  time  concerning  the  prote£lion  of  their  commerce  and  navigation,  and  of 
the  nature  of  contraband,  conformably  to  the  exprefs  terms  of  their  particular  treaties  with 
the  other  nations. 

**  The  under-written  envoy  extraordinary  has  moreover  the  honour  to  aflTure  your  High 
Mightinefles,  that  if,  in  order  to  eftablifti  upon  a  folid  foundation  a  fyftem  as  glorious  as  it  is 
advantageous  to  the  welfare  of  the  navigation  in  general,  tlicy  fliould  be  inclined  to  begin  a  ne- 
gociation  with  the  above-mentioned  neutral  powers,  fo  as  to  eftablifti  a  particular  convention 
on  this  fubjeft,  her  Imperial  Majefty  will  be  ready  to  take  a  part  in  it. 

"  Your  High  Mightincfles  will  eafily  perceive  the  neceffity  of  accelerating  their  refolutions 
upon  obje£ls  as  important  as  they  are  advantageous  to  humanity  in  general :  the  under-written 
envoy  extraordinary  begs  the  favour  of  a  fpcedy  anfwer. 

*«  (Signed,) 
*•  Jt  the  Hagucy  Jpril  ^^  lySo,  DiMiTRi  Prince  de  Gallitzin." 

The  naval  treaty,  or  convention,    for  an  armed  neutrality,  concluded   at -Copenhagen, 
June  28,  1780,  O.  S.  between  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Denmark  and  Norway,  for  the  prcfervation  of  the  liberty  of  the  commerce  and  navigation   . 
of  neuter  nations ;  to  which  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  their  High  Mightincfles  the 
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1780  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  acceded,  and  refpedively  iigned  the  fame  at  Peters- 
burg, on  the  2ift  of  July,  1780,  and  the  5th  of  January,  1781  ;  which  was  as  follows  : 

•*  Whereas  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  neuter  powers  is  greatly  injured  by  the'prefcnt 
War  at  fea,  which  has  broken  otjt  between  Great  Britain,  on  the  one  part,  and  France  and  Spain, 
oh  the  other  part,  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Kuffia,  and  his  Majefty.the  King  of  Denmark 
and  Norway,*  in  confequence  of  their  alliduous  attention  to  fupport  their  own  dignity,  and  to 
'  unite  their  conftant  care  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  their  refpeftivc  fubjcfts  ;  as  well  as  from 
tlie  refpeft  which  they  have  at  all  times  manifcfted  for  the  rights  of  nations  in  general,  have 
found  it  neceilary,  in  the  prefcnt  circumftanccs,  to  determine  their  conduA  according  to  thefe 
fentiments. 

**  Her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  in  her  declaration  to  the  belligerent  powers,  dated 
February  28,  1780,  has  plainly  ftatcd,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  the  fundamental  principles 
which  derive  from  the  primitive  rights  of  mankind,  and  which  her  faid  Maje^y  claims  and 
adopts  as  a  rule  of  her  conduft  in  the  prefent  war.  As  this  attention  of  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
in  watching  over  the  reciprocal  rights  of  nations,  has  been  honoured  with  the  approbation  of 
all  neutral  powers^  her  faid  Majefty  has  engaged  in  this  affair,  which  materially  concerns  her 
moft  eiTential  interefts,  and  has  proceeded  therein  fo  far,  that  it  may  be  feriouily  coniidered  as 
a  fubjeft  worthy  of  the  attention  of  both  the  prefent  and  future  time,  as  it  tends  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  permanent  and  invariable  fyftem  of  the  rights,  prerogatives,  and  engagements 
cPneutraiity. 

"  His  Majefty  t!he  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  convinced  of  the  jufticc  of  thefe  prin- 
ciples, has  Ijkewife  eftablifhed  and  claimed  them  in  his  declaration  of  the  8th  of  July,  1780, 
which  declaration  (as  well  as  that  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia)  his  faid  Majefty  has  caufed  to  be 
communicated  to  the  belligerent  powers  ;  and  in  order  to  fupport  thefe  principles  efficacioufly, 
his  Majefty  has  ordered  part  of  his  fleet  to  be  fitted  out.  From  thefe  proceedings  have  arifen 
that  harmony  and  unanimity  with  which  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  his  Majefty 
the  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  have  thought  neceflary,  in  mutual  fnendlhip  and  reci* 
procal  confidence,  and  in  conformity  to  the  intercft  of  their  refpeftive  fubjeds,  to  confirm 
their  common  engagements  by  the  conclufion  of  a  formal  convention. 

**  To  this  end  their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefties  have  chofen  plenipotentiaries^  who  have 
concluded  and  agreed  to  the  following  articles  : 

'**  I.  That  their  aforefaid  Majefties  are  Cncerely  determined  to  maintain,  conftantly,  the 
moft  perfeft  friendfhip  and  harmony  with  the  difl^rent  powers  at  prefent  engaged  in  war,  and 
to  obferve  the  moft  fcrupulous  neutrality ;  and  in  confequence  thereof  they  declare,  that  adher* 
ing  to  this  determination,  the  prohibition  of  all  contraband  trade  with  the  powers  at  ptefent  at 
war,  orwiththofe  who  may  hereafter  be  engaged  therein,  (hall  be  ftriAly  obferved  by  their 
refpeftive  fubjefts. 

"  IL  T6  avoid  all  errors  and  mifunderftaiidings  with  regard  to  commodities  which  (hall  be 
•d.eeraed  contraband,  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Denmark 
and  Norway,  do  hereby  declare,  that  they  ftiall  only  acknowledge  fuch  articles  to  be  contra* 
band  commodities  as  are  included  and  mentioned  in  the  treaties  now  fubfifting  between,  their 
Tcfpeftive  courts,  and  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

**  Her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  conforms  herfelf  entirely,  in  this  refpefl,  to  the  arti- 
cles X.  and  XII.  of  her  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  atid  extends'Iikc- 
^ife  the  engagements  of  this  treaty,  which  are  foxindcd  upon  the  natural  rights  of  nations,  to 
Vol.  ly.  N  n  the 
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^780  die  courts  of  France  and  Spain ;  which  fald  courts,  until  the  date  of  diis  prefent  convention, 
have  no  treaty  cf  commerce  with  her  empire. 

**  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  on  his  part,  conforms  bimfelf  chieB/ 
to  the  fecond  ariicle^of  this  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the 
articles  XXVI.  and  XXVII.  of  his  treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  and  extends  alfo  the 
engagements  of  this  laft-menlioned  treaty  to  the  court  of  Spain,  as  his  faid  Majefty  has  no 
treaty  with  the  lail- mentioned  power,  which  determines  any  conditions  relative  to  thi$ 
fubjeft. 

*'  III.  As  by  thefe  means  all  contraband  goods  and  commodities  are  determined  and  afcer- 
tained  conformable  to  the  treaties  and  fpecial  convention  fubiifting  between  the  high  contract- 
ing parties  and  the  belligerent  powers,  and  chiefly  in  the  treaty  between  Ruilia  and  Great  Bri- 
tain of  the  20th  of  June,  1766,  as  well  as  in  that  between  Denmark  and  Great  Britain,  dated 
July  II,  1670,  and  by  that  concluded  between  Denmark  and  France,  on  the  23d  of  Auguft^ 
1742 ;  ,the  will  and  intention  of  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Ruftia,  and  of  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Denmark  and  Norway  are,  that  all  other  commerce  fhall  be  and  remain  free. 

*V  Their  faid  Majeflics  having  already  fet  forth  in  their  declaration  to  the  belligerent  powers^ 
tliat  they  have  laid  down,  as  the  bafis  of  their  conduct,  the  general  principles  of  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind,  from  whence  the  liberty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  and  the  rights  of 
neuter  nations  derive,  are  refolved  not  to  depend  any  longer  upon  the  arbitrary  explication  of 
thefe  rights,  which  is  generally  diftated  by  partial  advantages  and  momentary  interefts ;  with 
this  vieWy  their  faid  Majefties  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

**  I.  That  all  neutral  vefTcls  fliall  be  permitted  to  navigate  from  port  to  port,  and  on  the 
eoafts  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

«*  2,  That  the  effefts  belonging  to  fubjc&s  of  the  belligerent  powers  Ihall  be  free  ^n  board 
neuter  ihips  and  veftels,  excepting  only  fuch  articles  as  are  ftipulated  to  be  deemed  contraband. 

''3.  In  order  to  determine  what  is  to  be  coniidered  as  a  port  blocked  up,  it  is  hereby  de-^^ 
dared,  that  that  port  ihall  only  be  deemed  as  fuch  into  which  no  (hips  can  enter  without  being 
expofcd  to  an  evident  peril  from  the  forces  that  attack  the  faid  port,  and  the  fhips  that  ihzll 
have  taken  a  ftation  near  enough  for  that  purpofe. 

•*  4.  That  neuter  veflcls  (ball  only  be  liable  to  be  flopped  and  feized  for  juft  and  cogent 
reafons,  and  upon  the  moft  convincing  proofs,  that  juftice  ihall  be  done  unto  them  without 
lofsoftime,  and  that  the  proceedings  fball  always  be  uniform,  fpcedy,  and  according  to  the 
laws ;  and  that  whenever  any  Ihall  be  found  to  have  been  flopped,  or  fufFcred  any  damage 
without  anyfufficient  caufe,  they  fliall  not  only  be  entitled  to  a  fufHcient  compenfation,  but 
alfo  to  a  compleat  fatisfa£tion  for  the  infolt  offered  to  the  flag  of  their  Majeflies. 

*<  IV.  In  order  to  obtain  this  end,  and  to  protect  the  general  commerce  of  their  fubjeAs, 
founded  upon  thefe  invariable  principles,  her  Majcfly,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty, the  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  hare  refolved  to  fit  out,  feparately,  a  proportionate 
number  of  ihips  of  the  line  and  frigates  ;  and  the  fquadrons  of  thefe  refpedive  powers  ihall  re- 
pair to  fuch  latitudes,  and  (hall  ferve  as  convoys  to  the  trading  ihips  of  their  refpefiive  fubje£t9> 
wherever  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  each  nation  fliall  require  it. 

*^  y.  In  cafe  that  any  merchantihips  belonging  to  fubje£ls  of  one  of  the  high  contrafting  par- 
ties ihould  happen  to  be  in  a  fea  6V  latitude  where  no  ihips  of  war  of  their  fovereign  are  ftation- 
cd;  and  that  they  confeqoentiy  could  not  obtain  any  proteftion  from  the  forces  of  their  own  na- 
tion, thecommander  of  the  fhips  of  war  of  the  ether  power^  upon  being  duly  rcquefted^  ihall 

immediately 
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1780  immediately  afford  thcrh  all  neccflary  afliftancc;  and  in  this  cafe,  it  is  hereby  ftipnlated,  tint 
the  ihipS  and  frigates  of  the  otic  power  fhall  always  grant  the  neceflary  proteftion  and  affiftancc 
to  the  trading  (hips  of  the  other  power  ;  provided  always,  that  thole  who  (hall  claim  fuch  aflift- 
ance  or  proteftion,  Ihall  not  carry  on  any  illicit  trad?  which  may  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
neutrality,  as  received  and  mentioned  here  above, 

^*  VI.  The  prefent  convention  fhall  not  be  retro-aftive,  and  confequcntly  neither  of  the 
high  contrafting  parties  can  take  recognizance  of  any  differences  that  iiuy  have  arifen  between 
them  and  other  powers  before  its  conclufion,  uhlefs  the  matter  in  litigation  (hall  be  relative  to 
violences  which  are  ilill  exifting,  and  which  may  tend  to  opprefs  all  neuter  nations  in  Europe. 
"  VII.  If,  notwithftanding  the  vigilant  and  amicable  care  of  the  two  high  contraSing  par- 
tics,  and  the  moftexaft  obfervations  of  neutrality  on  their  part,  any  Ruffian  or  Danifh  mer- 
chant (hips  (hould  happen  to  be  infulted  or  taken  by  the  (hips  of  war  or  privateers  of  one  or 
The  other  of  the  belligerent  powers,  the  minifter  of  the  offended  party  fhall  make  proper  re- 
prcfentations  to  that  court  whofe  (hips  of  vvar  or  privateers  have  been  guilty  of  the  faid  aft  ;  he 
IhaU  infift  upon  a  reafonablc  compenfation  for  the  damages  or  lofs  of  timC;  as  well  as  upon  a 
complete  fatisfaftion  for  the  infult  offered  to  the  flag  of  his  fovereign,*  The  miniftcr  of  the 
other  high  contrafting  party  (hall  fccond  and  fupport  thefe  reprefentations  in  the  moft  ferious 
and  efficacious  manner,  and  thus  they  fhall  continue  jointly  and  unanimoufly  until  their  rcqueft 
is  granted.  But  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  or  any  unreafonable  delay  from  time  to  time  to  licdrefs 
thefe  grievances,  their  aforefaid  Majeflics  do  hereby  declare,  that  they  will  make  ufeof  rcprifals 
towards  that  power  that  refufes  to  do  them  juftice,  and  will  immediately  unite,  in  the  moft 
^efficacious  means,  to  execute  thefe  juit  reprifals. 

**  VIII.  In  cafe  that  one  of  the  high  contrafting  parties,  or  both  together,  (Iiould  be  dif- 
turbed,  molefted,  or  attacked,  in  cOnfcquence  of  this  convention,  or  any  fobjeft  whatever 
relative  thereto,  it  is  hereby  (lipulated  and  agreed,  that  the  two  powers  ihall  immediately  aft 
in  concert  for  their  mutual  and  reciprocal  defence,  and  fhall  employ  and  finite  all  their  forces 
to  obtain  a  proper  fatisfaftion,  as  well  for  the  infult  offered  to  their  flag,  as  for  the  lofles  fuf- 
tained  by  their  refpedivefubjeds.  ^ 

**  IX.  This  convention  (hall  be  in  full  force  as  long  as  this  prefent  war  (hall  laft;  and  the 
engagements  contained  therein  (hall  ferve  as  the  bafis  for  all  future  engagements  and  treaties 
that  may  be  concluded  hereafter,  according  to  circumftanccs,  and  in  cafe  any  other  mari- 
time war  (hould  hereafter  unfortunately  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  As  to  thfe  reft, 
all  what  has  been  ftipulated  and  agreed  upon,  (hvAl  be  confidered  as  permanent  and'invatiable, 
as  well  with  regard  to  mercantile  affairs  as  for  what  concerns  the  navy,  and  (hall  have  fc?rce  of 
law  in  all  deciflons  upon  the  rights  of  neuter  nations.  '    • 

-**  X.  As  the  end  and  chief  objeft  of  tliis  convention  is  to  fecure  the  general  liberty  of  the 
xrommerce  and  navigation,  their  Majefties,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  the  King  of  Denmark 
and  Norway,  do  hereby  confent,  and  engage  themfelves  reciprocally,  to  permit  that  other 
neuter  powers  may  accede  thereto ;  and  that  thefe  powers  fo  acceding,  being  fully  acquainted 
with  tire  fundamental  principles  and  engagements  concerned  in  the  obligations  and  advantages 
of  the  faid  convention. 

"  XI.  And  in  order  that  the  belligerent  powers  may  have  no  pretext  for  their  proceedings, 
or  pretend  to  be  unacquainted  with  thefe  engagements  between  their  aforefaid  Majefties,  the 
high  contrading  powers  do  hereby  promife,  that  they .  will  feparately  acquaint  the  belligerent 
jpowers  with  the  mcafures  they  have  taken,  and  the  motives  which  havcrengaged  them  to  unite 

N  n  2  in 
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1780  in  thlt  affair;  which  meafarcf  are  the  lefs  hoftile  as  thej  are  no  ways  detrimental  to  any  odier 
power,  bat  hare  only  for  objeft  the  fecurity  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  their  refpec^ 
tive  fubjeds. 
''Done  at  Copenhagen^  the  9th  of  July,  1780* 

*•  Charles  Van  OsTSNsAKCV,  (L*S.) 
**  J.  ScHACK  Rathlav,  (L«  S.) 
'<  A.  P.  Count  of  Bernstorff^  (L.  S.) 
"  O.  Thott,  (L.  S.) 
"  H.  ExcHSTEDT,  (L.  S.r 
The  ratifications  of  this  convention  were  exchanged  at  Copenhageny  on  the  i6thof  Sep« 
tember,  1780,  by  the  fame  minifters  plenipotentiaiies. 

And  as  a  like  convention  was  concluded  at  Peterfburg,  between  the  minifters  appointed 
by  that  court,  and  thofe  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  on  the  aiftof  July^ 
1780 ;  and  the  faid  convention  being  word  for  word  of  the  fame  tenor  and  form  as  that  con* 
eluded  and  figned  at  Copenhagen,  excepting  only  the  fecond  article,  in  which  the  ftipulations 
concerning  the  articles  that  are  to  be  deemed  contraband^  are  determined  according- to  the  trea« 
ties  fubfifting  between  the  court  of  Sweden  and  other  powers,  it  has  been  thought  proper,  ta 
avoid  a  repetition  of  what  has  already  been  mentioned,  to  infert  here  the  (aid  fecond  article 
only. 

**  Art.  II.  T6  avoid  all  errors  and  mifunderftandings  with  regard  to  commodities  which 
Ihall  be  deemed  contraband,  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Sweden,  do  hereby  declare,  that  they  fhall  only  acknowledge  fuch  articles  to  be  contraband 
commodities  as  are  included  and  mentioned  in  the  treaties  now  fubfifting  between  their  refpec- 
tive  courts,  and  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerent  powers* 

*'  Her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Rui&a  conforms  herfelf  entirely  in  this  refpeA  to, the  articles 
X«  and  XL  of  her  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  extends  likewife 
tht  engagements  of  this  treaty,  which  are  founded  upon  the  natural  rights,  of  nations,  to  the 
courts  of  France  and  Spain ;  which  faid  c6urts»  until  the  date  of  the  prefent  convention,  have 
iH>  trestty  of  commerce  with  her  empire* 

*'  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  for  his  part,  refers  chiefly  to  the  eleventh  article  of  this 
treaty  of  commerce  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  tlie  tenor  of  the  preliminary  treaty 
of  coqaii^erce;concluded  between  Sweden  and  France  ifi  the  year  1741 ;  and  although  the  arti- 
cle! that  are  to  be  deemed  contraband  are  not  exprefsly  afcertained  and  determined  in  the  laft- 
ipentioned  treaty,  the  two  powers  having  been  underftood  to  confider  each  other  as  gens  amidj/imaf 
the  court  of  Sweden  has,  however,  referved  to  itfelf  the  fame  advantages  which  the  Hans-towns 
enjoy  in  Fiance  iince  times  immemorial  until  the  prefent  period.  The  advantages  which  are 
included  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  being  fully  confirmed,  the  King  has  nothing  to  add  thereto. 
With  regard  to  the  court  of  Spain,  bis  Swedifb  Majefty  finds  himfelf  in  the  fame  fituation  as 
•  the  Emprefs  of  Ruifia,  and  following  her  Majefty's  example,  the  King  likewife  extends  to  the 
court  of  Spain  all  the  engagements  of  the  above-mentioned  treaties,  as  being  founded  upon 
the  natural  rights  of  nations. 

**  In  confeqaence  of  this  difference  in  the  above  article,  the  tviTQ  Kings  who  have  joined  her 

Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  in  this  affair,  have  acceded,  as  principal  contrading  parties, 

to  the  treaties  and  conventions  concluded  between  them  and  her  faid  Imperial  Majefty,  and  to 

*  .  ♦  this 
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1780  thii  ttkSt  t}iey  have  figned  with  their  own  hand  a  feparate  zfk^  wliich  faid  ads  have  been  ex* 
changed  in  due  form  at  Peterfburg  by  the  minifters  of  her  Imperial  Majefly. 
«  Their  High  Mightinefles  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  alfo  acceded-Co  the 
rfaid  convention  on  the  20th  of  November,  1780,  and  under  the  fame  conditions,  for  what 
qoncerns  the  articles  of  contraband,  according  to  the  treaties  fubfifling  between  their  High 
;.  Mightinefles  and  other  powers,  which  faid  convention  has  been'figned  at  Peterlburg  by  their 
plenipotentiaries  on  the  5th  of  January^  178 1^  with  the  addition  of  the  following  article : 

**  XIII.  For  what  concerns  thecommand  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces,  in  cafe  the  fquadron? 
or  ihips  of  wat  of  the  two  high  contrading  parties  fliould  happen  to  meet^  or  find  it  expedient 
to  form  a  jundion,  it  is  hereby  flipulated  and  agreed,  that  the  fame  Ihall  be  obeyed  as  is  cuf- 
tomary  between  crowned  fovereigns  and  the  republic  of  Holland." 

Though  the  relation  of  every  iofs  we  fuftained,  or  every  advantage  we  acquired  during  the 
CQurfe  of  this  war,  is  not  a  part  of,  as  it  could  not  be  comprehended  in,  our  plan,  we  cannot 
omit  mentioning,  that  the  fucceiTes  of  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  at  the  commencement  of 
this  year,  feemed  to  indicate  a  return  of  that  naval  glory,  which  had  fo  long  been  the  boaft  of 
the  Englifh  name,  but  from  a  variety  of  untoward  circumftances,  had,  for  fome  time^  beci^ 
.  unhappily  obfcured. 

Qn  the  8th  of  January,  1780,  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  with  the  fleet  under  bis  com* 
ipand,  deftined  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  fellin  with  and  took  22  fail  of  Spanifh  ihips.  They 
proved  to  be  a  convoy  which  had  failed  from  St.  Sebaftians  on  the  firft  of  the  fame  month,  and 
were  under  the  protection  of  feven  (hips  and  veilels  of  war  belonging  to  the  Royal  Company 
q{'  the  Caraccas.  On  the  16th,  the  fame  fortunate  and  brave  admiral  met  with  ftiil  more 
fignal  fuccefs,  when  he  engaged,  near  Cape  St.  Vincent,  a  Spanifh  fleet  of  eleven  ihips  of  the 
line  and  two  frigates,  under  the  con^mand  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara ;  of  this  fleet  be  took  four 
of  the  largeft  ihips,  with  the  Spaniih  admiral,  and  drove  two  on  ihore,  oneof  which  was  re* 
covered ;  and,  in  the  engagement,  the  San  Domingo,  of  70  guns  and  600  men,,  blew  up ;  the 
reft,  with  the  frigates,  after  being  mu<;h  damaged  in  the  aflion,  made  their  efcape.  The  five 
men  of  war  which  were  taken,  were  very  tine  ihips,  and  being  completely  refitted  and  manned, 
became  a  very  glorious  addition  to  the  Briti(h  navy.  The  more  immediate  confequences  of 
thi$  important  viAory,  were  the  comple'e  relief  of  Gibraltar  and  of  Minorca,  both  of  whicb^ 
till  this  event,  had  been  confidered  with  no  common  apprehenfion. 

The  firft  bufinefs  of  importance  in  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  engaged  after  the  Chrift-* 
mas  recefs,  was  the  deliberating  on  a  bill  brought  in  by  Lord  North,  in  conformity  to  the 
propofitions  which  he  bad  before  ftated  to  the  Hovfc,  for  allowing  **  the  trade  between  Ireland 
and  the  Britiih  colonies  and  plantations  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  Britiih  fet- 
tlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to  be  carried  on,  in  like  manner,  as  it  is  now  carried  on  be- 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  fa^d  cblonies  and  fettlements.*'  On  former  occafions,  when  qnef« 
tiQiis  of  commerce  refpeAing  Ireland  had  been  in  agitation,  the  feveral  manufacturing  towns 
of  the.  kingdom  had  applied  to  Parliament  and  urged  their  fituatioh,  as  an  objeAion  to  the 
matters  then  under  difcuifion  ;  pleading,  that  in  reliance  on  the  good  faith  of  Parliament  they 
had  .put  themfelves  into  that  fituation,  and  that,  therefore,  it  would  be  tinjuft  to  grant  to  Ire* 
land  what  muft  materially  affed  their  interefl:.  But  the  cafe  was  now  altered ;  it  was  n^  longet 
a  qneflion  of  commerce,  but  a^queftion  of  great  national  importance :  forwnich  reaibn,  the 
feveral  places  in  the  kingdom,  likely  tobeafie£led  by  what  had  already  been  done,  and  what 
more  remained  to  be  done  for  Ireland,  feemed  to  have  thought  it  decent  and  dutiful  to  remain 
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7  S4  fhf^^  ^'V^/f^#'Vw4  f^  »*>yi»  (reiM^  *  feee  eiep^rr  rf ba^wccl,  wcc-Lcai  ant  wool  fedb; 

't  U^ni^  ft  ^''^^  «o4  ^nUmtf€A  fi^  u>  u^ie  with  die  wliok  w^rU,  sig^  be  ^^^'^-r^  oa  c!:e 

^4^f  /r/  \f^\Mf^, ,  y«t  fl#«  (rsrh  did  ftMf  nor  cotskl  ehcj  frettad  to^  cbns  aoj  r^ht,  ifiredlj  oc 

fff4tf^f^if  ^i^if  niy*'iX  f^  Mf  fart  of  tfac  BriciHi  Mfenies  or  pianti^om.    B«t  cvea  jJaJiiiBS 

f{,^  /  Uf  m  ^//  «  ^<^^  ««i^  fii»reft/aioc4  tra^,  it  covU  net  but  he  hcne&cal  to  Iretand  to  preierrc 

U^f^rftfi^f^i^0ft%  With  (h^U  UffUinf  and  to  poftkft  z  fzniapauon  of  its  commercial  iaterefts. 

I;h  flr^  ^/l^«^  }/»/l^«ilf  of  a  natural  and  political  connedion,  tbe  Iiifii  bad  been  rather  haifiilf 

ftfid  )mff^)i*J/»lly  tr#'*f#d,  f$tK4  the  rrfloration:  before  that  erent^  they  enjojed  ercrycoiii- 

tfi^ff.tni  K^r>«fif  ftrid  mif»hi$frfl  in  comfnon  wjftb  England*    Tbe  commerce,  import  and  export, 

w«#  tt^ld  ^^itmlljr  hy  hofU  kin((domi  till  tite  teign  of  Cbarks  IK    Even  the  ad  of  narigacioD, 

tlf#  Kf^Nf  f<rtiri4iift<in  r/f  otir  plantation  lawf|  placed  England  and  Ireland  upon  exafi  terms  of 

f^fiunWlyi  nor  WM  it  till  two  yean  afUr,  that  tbe  firii  commercial  reftriAion  was  laid  upon 

lf#liind)  mid  tliftt  not  ilirsAljri  but  by  daduAiye  snterpreution.    When  the  aft  firftpafled, 

tti«r«  wm  i  K«n«rftl  goy«rning  claufe,  for  giving  bonds  to  perform  the  conditions  of  the  a£t ; 

tftil  wbdn  Itit  $l\  WNi  snifftdcdi  in  the  flficcntli  of  Charles  11.  the  word  Ireland  was  omitted ; 

tuftu  wliiinr.ii  a  loftrlufiofi  was  drawn^  tlmt  (he  aAs  of  the  two  preceding  Parliaments  (tiz. 

tlia  iwnlhlif  Ititrtsrnth,  and  fourteenth  of  Charles  IL)  were  thereby  repealed;  though  it  was 

Ml  (itfMrly  UNitiflUMl  In  Ihofs  s^l»i  as  U  wai  pofTible  for  wordi  to  convey,  that  ibips  bnilt  in 

ItslnlMJi  ttsvlgstsd  by  the  people  thereof,  were  deemed  firitifht  and  qualified  to  trade  to  and 

ftnnt  llie  llflDlh  pUntatloni  \  and  thst  (hipi  built  in  Ireland  and  navigated  by  his  Majefty's 

ttili|ifni  ot  IrsUndi  wire  entitled  to  the  fanip  abatements  and  privileges  to  which  importers  and 

f«ltiMtrfinfKnodi  hi  111 ItKh  built  flilpi  were  cntitlcdt     However,  Ireland  had  been  as  much 

fstUnlril  finiii  tisdlng  With  the  Urltilh  colonies  as  France  and  Spain,  or  any  other  foreign 

iifiUnn,  In  \Up  WMy  ol'a  dlicA  eaport  or  import  trade,  cxccpthig  in  a  few  trifling  inftances. 

'ISomo 
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ijSo  Some  ofthe  reftraints  refpe&ing  Ireland^  in  the  rtign  of  Charles  II.  were  fuppofed  to  have 
originated  iii  a  diililce  or  jcaloufy  of  the  growing  power  of  the  then  Duke  of  Ormond,  who» 
from  his^  great  eftate  and  poOeilions  in  Ireland,  was  very  naturally  fuppofed  to  have  aperfonal 
intereft  in  the  profperity  of  that  kingdom.  So  far,  indeed,  was  this  fpirit  carried,  whether 
from  pcrfonal  enmity  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  from  narrow  prejudices,  or  blind  policy,  that 
tlie  Parliament  of  England  paflcd  a  law  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Irilh  lean  cattle- 
One  objeft  of  the  proportions  evidently  was  to  reftore  to  Ireland  the  wool  export  and  wool- 
len manufadure.  In  1692,  both  Uoufcs  of  the  Englifh  Parliament  addreiled  the  crown,  re- 
commending a  kind  of  compaft  between  both  kingdoms ;  the  terms  of  which  were,  that  Eng« 
land  (hould  enjoy  the  woollen  manufadure  exclufively,  and  Ireland  the  linen.  But,  however 
folemnly  this  compaft  might  be  obferved  by  the  latter  kingdom,  the  truth  was,  that  England 
carried  on  the  linen  manufafture  to  full  as  great  an  extent  as  Ireland,  while  the  monopoly  of 
the  woollens  remained  totally  with  England.  The  firft  Itep  Ireland  took,  in  confequence  of 
this  compa£l  was,  to  lay  an  export  duty  upon  wool  and  woollens  of  all  kinds,  equal  to  a  pro- 
hibition ;  and  when  that  aft  expired,  for  it  was  but  a  temporary  one  by  way  of  experiment, 
the  Britiih  Parliament,  without  confulting  that  of  Ireland,  by  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of 
William  III*  palTed  a  fimilar  aft,  and  made  it  perpetual.  By  that  aft,  and  one. or  two  tbaC^ 
followed,  a  total  end  was  put  to  the  woollen  trade  of  Ireland. 

Upon  an  average  of  fix  years,  from  1766  to  1772,  the  export  to  Ireland  was  fomewhat  more, 
than  two  millions ;  and,  in  the  fucceeding  fix  years,  ending  in  1778,  about  as  much  more ; 
one  half  nearly  Britifli  manufafture  or  produce;  the  other  half,  certificated  articles,  of  which, 
this  country  was  the  medium  of  conveyance.  Out  of  the  native  produce,  which  was  fome- 
thing  more  than  900,0001.  per  annum,  on  the  average,  only  200,oool.  were  woollens  ;  fo  that 
in  this  light,  fuppofing  every  thing  that  any  man  could  wifh  to  conclude  from  the  faft,  it 
would  be  very  far  from  found  policy,  to  rilk  a  million  export  of  native  produce  for  a  woollen 
export  of  200,oool.  Befides,  the  woollen  manufafture  of  Ireland  muft,  for  along  time,  con  • 
tinue  in  a  date  of  infancy ;  and  though  cloths  were  manufaftured  there  ina  fufficient  quantity  - 
to  anfwer  a  confiderable  part  of  the  home  confumption,  yet  it  could  be  hardly  expefted,  that 
Ireland  would  be  able  to  rival  Great  Britain  at  the  foreign  markets,  when,  after  the  expence 
of  land  carriage,' freight,  infurance  and  faftorage,  (he  is  able  to  underfell  Ireland  in  her  own 
markets,  on  the  very  fpot,  though  aided  by  the  advantage  of  low  wages  and  taxes. 

As  to  the  linen  trade,  however  profperous  it  may  appear,  it  was  ftiil  capable  of  great  improve- 
ment. In  a  pamphlet  written  by  that  excellent  politician  Sir  William  Temple,  the  idea  was 
firft  fuggeftcd  of  extending  and  improving  the  linen  manufafture  of  Ireland,  and  gave  rife  to 
the  compaft  which  has  juft  been  mentioned.  It  was,  indeed,  aiv  opinion  which  appeared  to 
be  entertained  by  many,  that  as  this  compaft  was  now  to  be  diflblved,  and  the  Irifh  were  to 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  a  free  export  of  woollens,  the  bounties  paid  on  the  importation  into 
England,  of  certain  fpecies  of  fabrics  of  Irifh  linens  ought  to  be  difcontinued.  This,  how* 
ever,  would  have  been  a  very  impolitic  meafure,  becaufe  it  appears,  from  the  moft  accurate, 
enquiries,  that  the  Britilh  bounties  had  operated  as  a  great  encouragement  to  the  Irifh.  linea 
manufafture,  and  as  the  fum  appropriated  annually  to  that  purpofe,  had  never,,  ia  the  bigheft 
year,  amounted  to  much  above  13,0001. 

This  law,  of  courfe,  put  an  end  to  the  compaft  between  England  and  Ireland,  refpefting 
the  woollen  and  linen  manufaftures :  but,  as  a  more  liberal  fpirit  had  manifefted  itfelf  on  both 
fides  of  the  water,  it  was  natural  to  expeft  that  both  kingdoms  would  be  contented.    Ireland 

would 
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1780  would  never  be  able  to  rival  EngUnd  in  the  fine  woollen  fabrics ;  while  the  Irllh,  manufadar* 
ing  their  own  woo!,  would  prevent  the  contraband  export  of  the  raw  material  td  France.  Bc- 
fides,  whatever  provli  a  benefit  to  Ireland/ muft,  fooner  or  later,  be  of  very  great  advantage 
to  Great  Britain;  and,  by  the  regulations  propofed  nnder  thefe  new  laws,  the  commercial 
connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  would  be  put  upon  a  more  equitable  and  folid  footing. 

Ireland  had,  alfo,  been  very  injurioufly  treated  refpeding  the  glafs  manu&dnre.  Pre- 
vious to  an  aft  of  the  nineteenth  of  George  IL  Ireland  imported  glals  from  other  countries, 
and,  at  length,  began  to  make  fome  progrefs  in  the  lower  branches  of  the  manufa£ture  her- 
fclf :  but,  by  that  aft,  the  Irilh  were  prohibited  from  importing  any  kind  of  glafs,  other  than 
the  manufafture  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  was  alfo  enafted,  that  no  glafs  of  the  manulafture  of 
Ireland  (hould  be  exported,  or  fo  much  as  laden  on  any  horfe  or  carriage,  with  intent  to  be 
fo  exported.  This  aft,  indeed,  was  much  complained  of  in  Ireland,  and  with  great  reafon. 
It  was,  therefore,  dciigned  by  another  of  the  proppfitions,  to  take  away  the  ground  of  this 
complaint;  and,  thereby,  indicate  a  ready  wifti  to  remove  the  moft  diftant  appearance  of  op- 
preffion,  prejmlice,  or  felf  intereft^  arifing  from  a  /pint  of  monopoly  and  commercial  ex« 
claiion. 

The  third  propofition,  and  which  was  now  carried  into  a  law,  of  allowing  Ireland  a  free 
trade  to  the  Britifli  colonies  and  plantations  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  was,  certainly, 
of  a  very  different  nature  from  the  two  former.  A  trade  with  our  colonies,  of  any  kind,  or  of 
any  extent  from  Ireland,  muft  certainly  be  confideredas  a  matter  of  favour  to  that  kingdom. 
In  no  fituation  whatever,  could  Ihe  fet  up  a  claim  to  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  Briti(h 
colonies,  which  had  been  fettled,  eftablilhed  and  raifed  to  their  prefent  firength  and  optilence 
by  the  blood,  treafure  and  induftry  of  Great  Britain.  By  eVery  principal  of  juftice,  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  who  had  fettlements  aild  dif- 
tant dependencies,  the  mother  country  bad  an  exclufive  rightto  trade  with,,  and  to  forbid  all 
others  from  having  any  intercourfe  with  them.  Such  an  exclufive  right  cannot  be  denied  to  be 
the  very  eflence  of  colonization :  for  what  nation  would  fpend  their  blood  and  treafure  m  efta- 
blifliing  a  colony  and'protefting  it  in  its  infant  ftate,  if  other  nations  were  afterwards  to  reap 
the  advantages  which  were  derived  from  their  labour,  hazard  and  e^pence  ?  But  though  Great 
Britain  had  an  undoubted  right  to  reftrain  Ireland  from  trading  with  her  colonies,  it  certainly 
would  be  the  intereft  of  the  former  to  admit  her  fifter  kingdom  to  a  participation  of  her  colony 
commerce.  It  is,  furely,  the  intereft  and  the  duty  of  Great  Britain  to  do  every  thing  in  her 
power  which  might  tend  to  promote  and  enlarge  the  interefts  and  commerce  of  Ireland,  upon 
the  broadeft  and  moft  exteniive  ground  :  and  onet^f  the  moft  certain  means  of  rendering  that 
country  ufeful  to  herfelf  and'truly  valuable  to  this,  was  to  open  new  fources  of  commerce  to 
her.  The  admiKing  Ireland  to  a  participation  of  our  trade  with  the  colonies,  was  the  moft 
wife  and  prudent  means  of  affording  her  relief;  and  it  was  that  fpecies  of  relief,  which  would 
more  particularly  convince  her  of  the  iincere  and  affeftionate  defire  of  Great  Britain  to  render 
her  rich,  prosperous  and  happy.  But  as  Ireland  had  now  received  an  equal  ftiare  in  the  colony 
trade,  an  equality  of  taxes  and  duties  upon  the  export  and  import  was  naturally  included.— 
This  was  the  moft  equitable  ground  on  which  the  benefits  and  advantages  now  propofed'  to  be 
given  to  the  Irilh  nation,  could  be  either  granted  or  expefted ;  and  to  the  Irilh  Parliament  it 
was  left  to  lay  on  thofe  taxes  and  dutiesi  which  would  bring  the  Englilh  and  Irifli  cooimodi* 
ties  to  market  upon  fequal  terms. 

For 
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>y8o  For  fome  years  paft  there  had  been  a  very  fpiritcd  oppofitioh  to  the  ihcafares  of  goVernmcAC 
in  Parliament ;  but  it  had  not  hitherto  been  much  fupported  by  the  people  without  doors. 
Great  difcontents,  however,  appeared  at  prefent  throughout  the  nation ;  the  enormous  ex-» 
pences  of  the  American  war,  and  the  burthens  it  occafioned,  feemed  to  have  awakened  the 
people  from  their  accufiomed  confidence  in  government.  The  mod  impartial  men,  and  fuch 
as  had  not  the  leaft  prejudice  againft  the  miniflers,  could  not  but  perceive,  that  there  had  been 
a  very  great  and  indefenfibleprofufion  of  the  public  money ;  and,  at  a  time,  when  the  people 
were  loaded  with  taxes,  and  when  the  commerce  of  the  nation  was  confiderably  dimini(hed. 
This  fubjed,  therefore,  began  now  to  awaken  the  attention  both  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis  and  of  different  counties  in  the  kingdom.  In  a.  meeting  of  the  common  council 
of  London,  held  at  Guildhall,  on  the  i6th  of  December  in  the  laft  year,  the  thanks  of  thp 
corporation  were  voted  to  thofe  Peers,  who  fupported  a  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for 
promoting  national  oe^onomy,  and  a  redudion  of  the  civil  lift.  ' 

On  the  30th  of  December  following,  there  was  a  very  numerous  and  refpeftable  meeting  of 
the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  York,  who  were  called  together  for  the  purpofe  of  preparing  a 
petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  fome  reformation  in  the  public  expenditure.  *  The 
freeholders,  who  were  aflembled  on  the  occafion,  confided  of  gentlemen  of  the  largcft  property 
in  that  opulent  county,  and  feveral.of  the  nobility,  and  many  members  of  Parliament  were 
prefent.  They  appeared  to  be  almoft  unanimouily  of  opinion,  that  it  was  indifpcnfaWy  nc- 
ceflary  the  people  fhould  exert  themfelves,  in  order  to  promote  a  plan  of  national  ceconomy, 
and  to  procure  fome  alleviation  of  the  public  burthens.  They,  therefore,  agreed*to  a  petition 
to  the  Houfb  of  Commons  on  that  fubje£V,  in  which  they  declared,  that,  being  alarmed'at  the 
diraiiiiflied  refourccs  and  growing  burthens  of  this  country,  and  convinted  that  rigid  frugality 
was  indifpenfably  neCeffary  in  every  department  of  the  ftate,  they  obfervedi  with  grief,  that 
notwithftanding  the  impoverifhed  condition  of  the  nation,  much  public  money  had  been  im* 
providently  fquandered,  and  that  many  individuals  enjoyed  iinecure  places,  efficient  places 
with  exorbitant  etiioluments  and  <pen{ions,  unmerited  by  public  fervices.  Sec.  from  whence  the 
crown  had  acquired. a  great  and  unconftitutional  influence,  which,  if  not  checked,  might 
prove  very  injurious  to  the  liberties  of  this  cbuntry :  they  further  reprefehtcd,  that,  until 
>  eflfeftual  nteafures  were  taken  to  tedrcfs  ihefe  oppreffive  grievances,  the  grant  of  any  additional 
fum  of  public  money,  beyond  the  produce  of  the  prefent  taxes,  would  be  injurious  to  the  rights 
and  property  of  the  people,  and  derogatory  from  the  honour  of  Parliament ;  and  they  carncftly 
requefted  the  Houfe,  that,  before  any  new  burthens  w«ere  laid  upon  this  cotintry,  effefikual 
tneafures  might  be  taken  by  that  H«rfe  to  inquire  into  and  corrcft  the  grofs  abufes  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  -public  money  ;  to  reduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments  ;  to  refcind  and  abolilh 
,all  fmecure  places  and  unmerited  penfions  ;  and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to  the  neccflities  of 
the  ftate  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  iho\jld  fcem  meet.  BeCdes  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  was  alfo  refolved  at  this  meeting  of  the  Yorkfliire  free- 
holders, that  a  committee  of  fixty-onc  gentlemen  ihodd  be  appointed,  to  carry  on  the  neccf- 
fary  corrcfpondence  for  effeAually  promoting  the  objeft  of  the  petition,  and  to  prepare  a  plan 
of  an  aflbciation,  on  legal  and  conftitutional  grounds,  to  fuj^ort  that  laudable  reform,  Which 
.  was  fo  eflcntially  ncceiFary  to  the  welfare  of  tlie  kingdonu 

The  example  of  the  county  of  York  was  followed  by  other  counties  and  corporations.     On 

the  7th  of  January,  the  county  of  Middlefex  met,  and  framed  a  petition  of  a  fimilar  nature  to 

that  of  which  we  have  already  given  the  purport.     Thefc  counties  were  quickly  fallowed  by 

VxTL.  IV.  O  o  thofe 
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tjio  fboic  of  Hcttfotif  Sxsttcx^  Hontingdon,  Sorrr,  Comberland,  Bedford,  ESex,  Somsifct,  Gioa<» 
cttiet^  Wilts,  Dorfet,  Devon,  Norfolk,  Berks,  Backs,  Noaingbam,  Kenr,  N'orthofnberiaiid, 
Soffofk,  Hereford^  Cambridge  and  Derby :  the  Weiib  counties  of  Denbigh,  Flint  and  Breck- 
nock, likewise  petitioned,  as  did  the  cities  of  London,  Wcftroinfler,  York,  Brifiol,  Glocefter 
and  Hereford,  with  the  towns  of  Nottingham,  Reading,  Cambridge,  Bridgewatcr  and  New- 
eaftle  opon  Tyne«  The  coonty  of  Northampton  declined  petitioning,  bat  voted  refolotions 
iind  infif  adions  to  their  reprcientatives,  apon  the  fame  ground,  and  including  the  purport  of 
the  petitions  as  a  prerioiu  meafure. 

It  mud  not,  indeed,  be  foppoied,  that  in  all  thefe  counties  and  towns,  the  fpirit  was  alike, 
or  that  the  fame  unanimity  prevailed.  But  there  were  few,  in  which  any  direft  or  foccefsfol 
oppofition  was  made  to  the  meafure ;  ib  that  it  might  be  coniidered  as  agreeing,  in  general, 
with  the  fcnfe  of  thofe  places* 

In  the  month  of  March  there  were  feveral  meetings  in  London  of  deputies  from  the  com^ 
mittees  of  moil  of  the  petitioning  counties,  as  fome  of  them  petitioned  without  appointing 
committees,  when  a  memorial  was  prepared  and  publifhed  conuining  reafons  for  a  plan  of  na- 
tional ailbciation^  to  recommend  which  circular  letters  were  diiperfed  throughout  the  king- 
dom* Tliefe  deputies  alfo  came  to  feveral  refolutions,  relative  to  the  fteps  which  fhould  be 
taken  by  the  people  in  order  to  free  the  Parliament  from  corruption,  and  to  procure  a  redrefs 
of  the  national  grievances*  One  pf  thefe  was,  that  there  Ihould  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, in  addition  to  the  prefcnt  reprefentatives  of  counties,  a  number  of  members,  not  lefs 
than  one  hundred,  to  be  chofen,  in  doe  proportion,  by  the  feveral  counties  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  people  Ihonld  fupport  thofe  candidates  only,  at  the  enfuing 
general  eleAjon,' who  ihould  engage  to  vote  for  this  and  other  reforming  regulations,  Thefe 
exettions  of  the  people  feemed,  at  iirft,  to  promife  fome  important  cSeSts  ;  but  they  were,  in 
a  great  degree,  prevented,  and  the  attempts  of  thefe  popular  meetings  and  ailbciations  very 
much  obilruAed,  by  the  feveral  important  events  which  followed. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  inherent  privilege  of  the  people  of  England,  to  petition  either  Houfe* 
of  Parliament,  or  any  branch  of  the  legiiUture.    The  petitions  which  we  have  juil  mentioned, 
(and  which  being  a  prominent  feature  of  the  year  which  is  now  under  our  confideration,  wc 
could  not  but  mention)  proceeded  from  a  moft  refpe£lable  body  of  the  people,  from  upwards 
of  an  hundred' thoufand  elcAors  of  this  kingdom ;  and  fo  far  as  they  were  confined  to  the  real 
objects  of  redrefs,  not  only  deferved  alleviation,  but  every  poflible  attention  in  the  mode  of. 
adminiftcring  it*    At  the  fame  time,  the  committees  znd  alTociations  which  iprung  from,  and 
indeed  accompanied  many  of  them,  will  not,  by  any  means,  meet  with  our  approbation.     If 
they  were  not  illegal,  they  were  extremely  improper,  and  might  have  terminated  in  confe- 
quenccs  which  every  good  man,  upon  cool  reflexion,  would  wi(h  to  avoid.     They  appear  to 
have  had  aMb  this  evil  tendency,  that  they  took  off  from  tlie  weight  of  the  petitions  in  that 
Moufc  J  becaufc  they  pointed  to  other  mcafures  of  redrefs,  while  they  were  fceking  it  at  the 
hands  of  their  reprefentatives  aflcmblcd  in  Parliament;  thereby  holding  out  motives  ofcom- 
pulfion,  and  rendering  that  an  aft  of  neceHity,  which,  ought  to  be  the  efFe£t  of  confideration 
and  conviAion*    . 

As  the  Frenchf  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  had  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
iflands  of  St.  Vincents  and  Grenada,  and  had,  at  this  time,  a  very  powerful  fleet  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  the  merchants,  planters,  and  other  perfons  poflefTcd  of  property  in  the  Weft  India 
lilandsi  were  naturally  alarmed,  more  particularly,  as  the  important  ifland  of  Jamaica  was 

apprehended 
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1780  apprehended  to  be  in  the  greateft  danger.  Accordingly  a  petition-was  prefented  on  the  loih  of 
February,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  the  planters,  merchants,  and  other  pcrfons  in- 
tereAed  in  that  ifland  ;  and,  on  the'aift  of  the  fame  month,  a  fimiiat  petition  was  preiented  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

In  confidering  thefe  petitions,  &c.  it  was  aflertcd,  after  an  animated  rep  re  fen  tation  of  the 
commercial  importance  of  that  ifland  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  patriotic  attachment  of  its  in- 
liabitants  to  the  mother  country,  that  Jamaica  had  been  negleded  for  feveral  years,  both  in 
lefpeft  of  its  internal  fafety  and  external  proteftion  and  defence;  that  in  the  year  1773,  which 
was  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  American  troubles,  a  petition  had  been  prefented  to 
government,  Hating,  that  the  cultivation  and  commerce  of  that  ifland  had  been  greatly  im- 
proved and  increafed  within  the  preceding  thirty  or  thirty-five  years ;  that  the  number  of 
blacks  had  been  proportionably  increafed,  and  that  the  white  inhabitants  had  been  greatly  oa 
the  decreafc;  that  in  confequcnce  of  fuch  a  decreafe  of  the  white  inhabitants,  and  an  increafe 
of  flaves,  the  internal  fafety  of  the  ifland  required  a  larger  military  force  than  they  then  had  ; 
and  that  they  were  well  founded  in  this  opinion,  appeared  from  an  infurredion  among  the 
blacks,  which  had  been  lately  quelled,  but;  which  they  had  reafon  to  fear  might  break  out 
afrefli :  that  the  whole  military  force  on  the  ifland,  confifted  of  but  two  battalions  of  300  men 
^ach;  whllft  the  French  and  Spaniards  had  10,000  regular  troops  at  St.  Domingo  and  Hifpa- 
niola;  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  that  two  battalions  or  regi- 
ments of  I  iOOO  men  each,  at  lead,  was  the  fmalleft  force  that  would  b^  fufHcient  tQ  proteA  the 
ifland  from  infurreftions  within,  or  attacks  from  without.  Of  this  application,  however,  fo 
Arongly  fupported  by  the  real  flate  of  the  ifland,  no  notice  appeared  to  have  been  taken  by  go- 
vernment:  on  the  contrary,  two  years  after,  inftead  of  augmenting  the' defence  of  theiflarul, 
the  governor  received  an  order  to  fend  one  of  the  two  battalions  which  were  in  Jamaica,  to 
aflift  in  carrying  on  the  American  war.  The  few  troops  which  had  been  afterwards  fent,  were 
certainly  very  infufficicnt  for  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  while  the  naval  force  given  to  proteft , 
it  was  proportionably  inadequate.  A  letter  from  General  Dalling,  the  governor,  confirmed 
the  truth  of  this  reprefentation,  wherein  he  did  not  hefitate  to  declare  his  dread  of  a  vifit  from 
the  Count  D'Eftaing,  and  to  acknowledge,  that  if  he  was  not  ftrongly  reinforced^  he  defpaired 
of  being  able  to  make  an  cfFeftual  refiflance.  It  was  faid,  on  the  part  of  government,  that 
troops,  fliips  and  military  (lores  of  all  kinds  had  been  fent,  from  time  to  time,  to  Jamaica; 
and  tliat  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  a  land  force  of  4,000  men,  had  been  embarked  at  New  York 
for  that  iflartd,  accompanied  by  four  men  of  war  of  the  line,  but  that  he  received  counter- 
orders,  when  it  was  known  that  D'Eftaing  was  gone  to  attack  Savaivnah.  This  waS  undoubt- 
edly true;  but  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  had  not  Count  D'Eftaing's  troops  been 
extremely  affliftcd  with  ficknefs,  he  woald  have  been  in  pofleffion  of  Jamaica  before  Lord 
Cornwallis  could  have  arrived  to  defend  it.  In  fhort,  from  the  parliamentary  difcuflion  of 
thcfe  petitions  it  appeared,  that  the  ifland  in  quefiion  had  been  neglefted  ;  biu  that,  ncverthc- 
lefs,  the  miniftry  had  paid  every  attention  to  its  prefervation  in  their  power,  confiftent  with 
the  unfortunate,  but  predcuninant-plan  of  profecuting  the  American  war.  It  fliould,  indeed, 
be  mentioned,  that  a  proteft  againft  the  Jamaica  petition  had  been  formed  by  feveral  Weft 
India  merchants;  but  they  were  generally  confidered,  at  the  time,  as  perfons  who  felt  it  to  be 
thcir'intereft  to  forward  the  views  of,  and  to  (land  well  with  government. 

Though  we  cAnnot,  by  any  means,  enter  at  large  into  the  fubjedl,  it  would  be  highly  im- 
proper to  pafs  over  the  plan  of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  v^hich.he,  at  this  time,  oiFered  to  ParJia- 
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1780  menty  for  a  reform  in  the  conftitntion  of  feveral  parts  of  the  public  oeconomy.  This  plan  he 
connnanicated  to  the  Houfe  in  a  fpeech  of  great  length,  replete  with  inforfnation,  and  erobel* 
liihed  with  all  the  beauties  of  eloquence*  That  gentleman^  when  he  conceived  the  dcfign  of 
fu'winitting  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fome  plan  of  reform,  found  it  eflentiallj  necefiary  to 
take  a  very  comprehenfive  view  of  the  ftate  of  this  country,  to  make  a  furvey  of  its  jurifdic* 
tions,  its  eftates^  and  its  eftabliihments,  and  in  order  to  guide  him  in  his  propofed  plan^f  re«> 
Ibrm,  he  laid  down  the  feven  following  fundamental  rules.  . 

Firft,  That  all  jurifdidions  which  furniOi  more  matter  of  expence,  more  temptation  to  op- 
preilion,  or  more  means  and  inftruments  of  corrupt  influence  than  advantage  to  juitice  or  poli- 
tical adminifiration,  ought  to  be  abolifhed. 

Secondly,  That  all  public  eftates  which  are  more  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  df  vexing, 
and  influencing  thofe  who  hold  under  them,  and  to  the  expences  of  receipt  and  management, 
dian  of  benefit  to  the  revenue,  ought  upon  every  principle,  both  of  revenue  and  of  freedoon,  >to 
W  difpofed  of.  •  r 

Thirdly,  That  all  offices  which  bring  more  charge  than  proportional  advantage  to  the  fiatc^ 
and  all  ofices  which  may  be  engrafted  on  others,  uniting  and  iimplifying  their  duties,  ought, 
11)  the  fkft  cafe,  to  be  taken  away,  and  in  the  fecond,  to  be  confolidated. 

Fourthly,  That  all  fuch  offices  ought  to  be  abolifhed  as  obftruft  the  profped  of  the  general 
fuperintendant  of  finance;  which  deflroy  his  fuperintendancy;  which  difable  him  from  fore- 
feeing  and  providing  for  charges  as  they  may  occur;  from  preventing  expence  in  its  erigin, 
checking  it  in  its  progrcfs,  or  fecuring  its  application  to  its  proper  purpofes* 

FiftlUy,  That  it  is  proper  to  eflablifh  an  invariable  order  in  all  payments,  which  will  pre- 
sent partiality,  which  will  give  preference  to  their  fervices,  not  according  to  the  importunity 
«f  the  demandant,  but  the  rank  and  order  of  their  utility  or  their  jufiice. 

Sixthly^  That  it  is  right  to  reduce  every  eftablilhn^ent,  and  every  part  of  an  eftablinunent, 
as  nearly  as  pofTibie  to  ceruinty  ;  the  life  of  all  order  and  good  management. 

Seventhly,  That  all  fubordinate  treafuries,  as  the  nurferies  of  mifmanagement,  and  as  na- 
turally drawing  to  themfelves  as  much  money  as  they  can,  keeping  it  as  long  as  they  can,  and 
accounting  for  it  as  late  as  they  can,  ought  to  be  diffolved ;  they  having  a  tendency  to  perplex 
and  diAra£t  the  public  accounts,  and  to  excite  a  fufpicion  of  government,  even  beyond  the  ex- 
tent, of  ihcir  abufe. 

Such  were  the  principles  under  whofe  guidance  and  authority  this  plan  was  to  prQceed;  but 
fo  various  was  its  objeAs,  and  fo  unfuccefsful  was  it  in  its  progrefs,  that  we  (hall  confine  our- 
felves  to  the  only  point  of  confcquence  obtained  by  it,  which  was  the  abolition  of  the  fioard  of 
Trade  and  Plantations.  The  argumeius  uied  on  the  occafion  were,  in  general,  unanfwerabie, 
and  proved  cftcAual  to  the  purpofc,  . 

It  was  afierted,  that  tlie  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  had  not  only  never  been  of  the  leaft 
fervice  to  the  commerce  of  this  country,  but  that  trade  and  manufaftures  had,  at  times,  fuf- 
fcicd  very  materially  from  their  injudicioua  interference*  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  that  this 
board  had  been  of  any  ufe  to  the  colonies,  as  coloniess  The  flourilbtng  fettlements  of  New' 
England,  of  V  irginiaand  of  Maryland,  as  well  as  all  our  wealthy  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
were  of  a  date  prior  to  the  firft  board  of  Charles  the  Secorui,  Pcnnfylvania  aiKl  Carolina  were 
fettled  in  the  interval  between  the  extinftioh  of  the  firft,and  the  formation  of  the  fecond  Board 
of  Trade  and  Plantations  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Third.  Two  colonies  alone  owed  their 
origin  to  that  boatd ;  Georgia  and  Nova  Scolia«     Georgia^  till  lately,  had  made  a  very  flow 
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1780  progrcfs ;  and  never  made  any  progrefs  at  all,,  till  it  had  wholly  got  rid  of  all  the  regulation's 
which  the  Board  of  Trade  had  moulded  into  its  ociginal  conftitution.  That  colony  had  cer- 
tainly cod  the  nation  very  large  fums  of  money ;  whereas,  the  colonies  which  had  never  been 
foftcred  by  the  Board  of  Tradi,  had  never  coil  the  nation  a  (hilling:  nay,  the  colony  of 
Georgia,  to  the  ^ery  laft,  poflefled  an  eftabliftiment  paid  by  England,  as  it  never  had  beea 
able  to  take  Opon  itfclf  the  expence  of  its  proper  government.  The  province  of  Nova  Scotia 
alfo,  had  ftood  Great  Britain  in  no  lefs  than  700,0001.  without  being  able  to  fupport  thofc 
offices  which  conftitutcd  its  civil  government.  Nor  did  the  Board  of  Trade,  &c.  appear  to  be 
confidertfd  as  poflefling  the  wifdom  and  authority  of  commercial  erudition:  for,  when  points 
of  the  greateft  importance  to  commerce  were  agitated  in  Parliament,  no  particular  requeft  was 
ever  made  to  this  board  to  affift  the  deliberations ;  nor  did  any  of  the  regulations^  in  matters  re- 
lating to  trade  and  commerce,  which,  for  fome  years  paft,  had  been  fo  numerous,  derive  their 
origin  or  their  improvement  from  it.  Of  the  feveral  Eaft  India  bills  which  had  been  fuccef^ 
fively  produced  fince  1767,  not  one  of  them  had  originated  there:  when  the  a£ls  were  framed 
IVhich  Were  preludes  to  the  American  war,  or  attendant  on  its  commencement,  afts  replete 
with  commercial  regulations,  (viz,  the  Intercourie  Bill;  the*  Prohibitory  Bill;  the  Fifliery 
Bill ;)  in  none  of  thefe  was  the  Board  of  Trade  confulted.  Even  when  the  afts.  were  framed 
ivhich  gave  a  free  trade  to  Ireland  with  independent  nations,  and  an  equal  trade  to  our  own^ 
colonies,  we  do  not  find  that  this  board  had  any  official  concern  whatever.  Upon  the  ftrength- 
of  fuch  arguments  as  thefe,  aided  by  the  very  forcible  fuggeftions  that  it  was  kept  Up  for  the 
purpofe  of  increafing  certain  undue  influence,  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  waS  abolifh- 
ed  on  a  divifion  of  the  Houfe,  when  the  numbers  were,  207  for,  and  199  againft,  that 
j&eafure. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  Lord  North  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  appoint  and  enable 
commiffioners  to  take,  ftaie,  and  make  up  the  public  accounts;  to  afceftain  what  balances^ 
were  in  tlic  hands  of  public  officers  ;  to  difcdver  what  defefts  exifled  in  the  mode  of  markings 
up  the  accounts  at  the  Exchequer  ;  and  to  report  to  the  Houfe  what  they  Ihould  deem  the  bcft 
method  of  removing  them.  This  bill  was  directed  to  three  diffi:rent  obje£ls :  the  firft  was  to 
inforih  that  Houfe  and  ihe  public  of  the  real  ftatc  of  the  accounts  of  the  kingdom,  that  the 
nation  might  fee  in  what  manner  the  great  fums  which  were  granted  by  Parlialnent  had  been 
difpofed  of.  The  fecond  was,  by  afcertaining  the  outftanding  balances,  to  enable  govet^nment 
to  compel  payment ;  and  the  laft,  by  difcovering  the  defefts,  to  prevent  fuch  inconveniencies 
in  tFme  to  come.  The  perfons  appointed  to  fill  the  commiffion  were  not  to  be  membersfof  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  nor  to  enjoy  any  place  of  profit  or  en[iolument  under  the  crown,  This^ 
bill  paffcd  into  a  law,  but  not  without  confiderableoppofition,  not  only  as  to  its  general  prin-* 
ciple,  but  alfo  to  its  particular  arrangements.  A  parliamentary  committee  of  accounts  was  by 
many  thought  to  be  much  preferable  to  tlic  mode  propofed.  That  has,  however,  anfwered 
Ihe  expectations  of  thofe  whq  fupported  it,  and  from  the  very  able  maimer  in  which  it  ha*s  been, 
carried  into  efi!e£l  by  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  the  commiffion,  it  has  afforded'  univerfal  fai- 
tisfa^ion  to  the  nation.  •* 

A  bill  for  excluding  contraftors,  under  certain  reftriftion«,  from  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of 
Comnions,  had  met  with  confiderable  oppofition,  and  was  at  length  rejefled,  the  pteteding^ 
feffion  in  that  Houfe ;  but,  in  the  pccfent  fcffions  it  paffcd  in  the  Houfe  of  Comnibns,  and 
was,  of  courfe,  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  There,  however,  it  met  with  a  very  differ- 
ent fate*    It  was  there  contended,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  erroneous,  bcCiUfc  it  went 
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171k)  -to  disfranchife  a  moft  rcfpcftablc  body  of  men,  and  deprive  them  of  the  moft  valuable  objcft 
of  ambition,  that  of  rcprcfcnting  their  fellow  citizens  in  the  Parliament  of  a  free  country, 
without  any  charge  being  produced  againft  them  of  guilt  or  criminality.  That  government 
could  not  wifh,  according  to  any  principle  of  juftice,  to  exclude  merchants  of  great  property 
merely  becaufe  they  happened  to  be  engaged*  fairly  and  honeftly,  in  contrafts  with  govern- 
ment, and  unlefs  proofs  were  brought  to  the  contrary,  no  one  has  a  right  to  fuppofe  that  fuch 
contracts  were  otherwife  than  fair  and  beneficial ;  and  ihould  they  be  proved,  at  any  time,  to 
be  founded  in  fraud  and  impoiition,  the  laws  had  already  provided  proper  punifhment  for 
public  as  well  as  private  delinquency.  That  it  would  deter  all  reputable  merchants,  &c«  from 
fupplying  our  fleets  and  armies,  upon  any  terms,  with  thofe  neceffaries,  which  it  would  fre- 
'  qnently  happen  tliat  no  others  could  furnifh  j  and  that  it  would  throw  fuch  an  important  bufl- 
ncfs  entirely  into. the  hands  of  men,  who  either  wanted  means  and  ability  to  fulfil  their  con- 
tracts, or  inclination  and  honefty  to  fulfil  them  properly.  In  Ihort,  that  it  was  formed  either 
to  baniih  the  mercantile  interefl  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  to  place  the  exigence  of  our 
fleets  and  armies  in  the  hands  of  beggars  and  bankrupts.  Upon  thefe  and  iimilar  arguments 
the  bill  was  finally  rejected.  * 

On  the  21ft  of  March,  Lord  North  moved.  That  notice  be  given,  that  the  capital  f^ock  or 
debt  of  4,200,0001.  and  all  arrears  of  annuity  due  and  payable  in  refpeft  thereof  from  the 
public  to  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  Ihould  be  paid  on  the 
iifth  of  April,  1783,  agreeably  to  the  power  of  redemption  in  the  aft.  His  lordfliip  obferved, 
that  he  had,  for  foroe  time  pad,  expeded,  that  he  Ihould  have  received  prepofals  from  the 
£aft  India  Company  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter ;  but  as  none  had  come,  he  thought  it  his 
^uty  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  in  conformity  to  certain  ftipulations,  in  various  ads  of,  Par- 
liament, the  Eaft  India  Company's  charter  would  have  three  years  to  come,  from  the  25th  of 
March  enfuing;  but  as  the  ftile  had  been  altered  fince  the  bargain  was  originally  made,  the 
new  flile  changed  the  day,  and  carrie4  it  forward  to  the  5th  of  April ;  from  which  day,  there- 
fore, the  company  had  three  years  right  to  an  exclufive  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  but  no  more, 
provided  the  Parliament  gave  notice  to  pay  them  off  the  4,200,0001.  which  was  due  to  them 
from  the  public  on  or  after  that  day.  Lord  North  acknowledged,  that  he  had  feen  certain 
propofitions,  which  he  bad  thought  might  have  been  the  bafis  of  a  treaty  for  a  new  charter : 
but,  on  the  direftors  referring  them  to  a  general  court,  they  had  been  rejefted  by  a  majority 
of  the  proprietors^  and  other  propofitions  had  been  frs^medand  fent  to  him,  which  he  thought 
were  by  no  means  fufliciently  advantageous,  nor  fuch  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  ought  to 
accede  to.  He  ftated  the  right  of  the  public  either  to  the  whole  of  the  territorial  acquifiiions 
and  revenues ;  or,  if  the  company  were  allowed  to  hold  the  exclufive  trade  longer,  to  a  parti- 
cipation of  the  profits  :  and  remarked,  that  as  the  company  had  not  offered  him  fuch  propofi- 
tions, as  appeared  fit  for  him  to  treat  upon,  it  was  his  duty  to  ftate  the  matter  to  the  Houfe^ 
and  to  make  tlie  motion  that  he  now  did;  and  which,  after  fome  debate,  was  at  length 

« 

carried.  . 

This  motion  does  not  appear,  as  it  was  fuggefted  by  fome  who  oppofed  it,  to  have  been  in- 
tended as  a  menace ;  but  merely  to  put  in  a  claim,  on  behalf  of  the  public,  to  the  reverfion  of 
a  right  which  undoubtedly  belonged  to  tliem,  at  the  very  moment  when  it  was  efpecially  proper 
that  it  Ihould  be  formally  made.  It  (hould  be  confidered,  if  notice  had  not  been  properly  given 
at  this  time,  the  company  would  have  had  a  right  to  hold  in  their  poflcffion  that,  which  ought, 
in  three  years,  to  revert  to  the  public,  longer  than  tliey  ought  to  hold.it^  and  longer  than  it 
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1780  was  intended  they  fhould  hold  it,  unlcfs  their  charter  were  renewed.  It  certainly  could  not 
be  the  dcfire  of  government  to  break  with  the  company,  or  to  force  them  to  the  neccffity  of  a 
diiiblution  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  the  company  could  not  imagine  that  the  public  lay  at  their 
mercy.  The  public  had  an  undoubted  right  to  expeft  great  refources  from  the  company,  and 
from  the  territorial  acquilitions  in  India:  if  the  company,  therefore,  (hould  have  been  fo  in-- 
confiderate  as  not  to  come  to  a  fair  bargain  with  the  public,  fome  plan  muft  have  been  adopted 
by  government,  to  remedy  the  evil  threatened  to  the  revenue. 

From  the  different  debates  which  took  place  at  the  India  Houfc,  refpefting  the  propofitionff 
that  had  paft  between  the  Court  of  Direftors  and  the  Treafury  Board,  relative  to  the  renewal 
of  the  charter,  the  following  appeared  to  be  the  fituation  of  the  company.  The  ftock  was 
valued  at  3,200, cxx^l. ;  bonds  and  other  debts,  i,8oo,oooL;  total,  5,000,0001.  Their  property 
in  India  was  ftated  to  exceed  13,000,000!. ;  the  government  debt,  4,200,0001.  and  their  efFefts 
in  England  would,  it  was  fuppofed,  make  up  at  leaft  2o,ooo,oool.  So  that  if  the  company 
had  broke  up  at  the  approaching  term  of  the  charter,  the  probability  of  which  had  been  hinted 
at  by  the  minitler  himfelf,  the  proprietors  would  have  divided  400I.  fterling,  at  leaft,  for  lOoL 
Hock,  after  paying  the  bond  and  other  creditors,  bcfides  the  deduction  of  their  capital. 

Among  the  many  important  matters  which  were  propofed  and  agitated  during  the  courfe  of 
this  bufy  and  adive  feflion  of  Parliament,  an  attempt  was  made,  by  General  ConWay,  to  for- 
ward a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  America  by  other  means  than  the  fword.  For 
this  purpofe,  that  gentleman,  on  the  5th  of  May,  made  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
for  quieting  the  troubles  then  reigning  in  the  Britifh  American  colonies,  and  for  enabling  his 
Majefty  to  appoint  commiifioners,  with  full  powers  to  treat,  and  conclude  upon  terms  of  con- 
ciliation with  the  faid  colonies*  The  purport  of  this  bill  was  to  hold  out  terms  which  the  A- 
mericans  at  large,  or  any  particular  province  might  accept  when  they  would,  and  be  immedi- 
ately in  his  Majefty's  peace.  But,  as  it  was  oppofed.by  the  friends  of  adminiftration,  as  in- 
adequate to  the  objeft,  and  not  fupported  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  with  any  great : 
degree  of  zeal  or  animation,  it  was  rejefted  by  a  coniiderable  majority. 

The  firft  abilities  and  moft  powerful  eloquence  of  this  country  had  been  employed  in  Par-^ 
liament,  to  obtain  a  reformation  of  the  public  expenditure,  and  a  diminution  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  and  fome  leading  points  had  been  gained  in  both.  Thefe  efforts  in  the  fenate 
had  received  confiderable  countenance  and  fupport  from  the  county  meetings  and  afTociations* 
But  any  beneficial  efFefts  which  might  have  been  expcftcd  from  fuch  exertions  of  fome  of  the 
ableft  men  in  the  kingdom,  were,  in  a  great  degree,  prevented  by  meetings  of  another  kind, 
which  occafioned  very  unexpeScd  events,  and  chiefly  took  their  rife  from  fome  of  the  weakeft 
and  moft  unenlightened  men  the  nation  could  produce.  We  refer  to  the  Proteftant  AiS>cia- 
tion,  to  the  tumultuous  meetings  which  originated  from  it,  and  to  riots  and  conflagrations 
that  took  place  in  the  metropolis,  and  threw  a  damp  upon  all  ailbciations,  even  for  the  moft: 
conftitutional  purpofes  ;  excepting  thofe  only  of  a  military  kind,  which  were  afterwards  form- 
ed for  the  public  defence. 

In  1778,  an  aft  was  paffed,  "  For  relieving  his  Majefty^s  Subjefts,  profcffing  the  Romifli 
Religion,  from  certain  Penalties  and  Difabilities  impofed  upon  them  in  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  Years  of  the  Reign  of  King  William  III."  This  aft  pafled  unanimoufly ;  it  being  the 
general  opinion  of  liberal  minded  men  of  all  parties,  that  the  laws  againft  the  Papifts  were^ 
abundantly  too  rigorous  ;  and  that  in  an  enlightened  age,  in  which  the  principles  of  toIeration^ 
ib  much  prevailed,  they  were  a  difgrace  to  ourfiatute  books.     Nor  did  tbe  aftat  firit  appear 
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1780.  to  excite  any  great  alarm  among  pcrfons  of  any  daft.  But  though  the  aft  was  far  enough  from 
granting  a  legal  toleration  to  thQ  Papifts,  and  only  relieved  thcpo  from  fome  particular  penal- 
ties, as  they  now  thought  the  government  inclined  to  be  more  indulgent  to  them  than  former- 
ly, they  began  to  take  fomevhat  greater  liberties  than  they  had  hitherto  done  in  thie  public  ex- 
ercife  of  their  religion.  Hence  it 'was,  that,  by  degrees,  a  number  of  perfbns  in  London,  and 
fomfe  other  garts  of  the  kingdom,  began  to  cxprefs  great  apprehenfions  of  Popery,  and  to  ex- 
claim ^ainft  the  late  ad,  by  which  they  thought  it  was  countenanced  and  fupported.  Meet- 
I  ings  of thefe  zealous  perfons  were  held  from  time  to  time  in  London :  they  formed  themfelves 
into  a  body  under  the  title  of  the  Proteftant  Aflbciation  ;  and  Lord  George  Gordon,  whofe 
<ondqQ  had  been,  for  fome  time,  marked  with  a  fanatic  peculiarity,  was  ele£ted  to  be  their 
pcefident.  The  objeft*  of  this  Aflbciation  was  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  late  aft  in  favour  of 
the  Papifts.  The  members  of  it  were,  indeed,  chiefly  diftinguifhed  by  zeal,  by  bigotry  and 
by  ignoraixce ;  they  wpre,  principally,  Methodifts  and  bigotted  Calvinifts  of  the  lower  ranks 
of  life^  and  no  perfons  of  liberal  fentiments,  of  any  party,  appeared  to  have  any  conneftion  with 
them.  They  became,  however,  very  numerous ;  a  petition  to  Parliament  was  framed,  for  a 
repeal  of  the  late  aft,  the  utmoft  pains  were  employed  to  procure  fubfcriptions  to  it,  and  it  was 
refolved,  that  it  (hould  be  attended  by  great  numbers  of  the  petitioners  in  perfon^  who  were 
accordingly  invited,  by  a  public  advertifepajent,  iigned  by  Lord  George  Crordon,  to  meet  in 
St.  George*s  Fields,  on  the  fecond  day  of  June,  for  that  purpofe.  Accordingly,  on  that  day, 
50,000  perfons  are  fuppofed  to  have  aiTembled,  from  whence  they  proceeded,  with  much  regu- 
larity and  order,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  their  petition  was  prefented  by  their  pre- 
£dent.  But  no  fooner  were  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  ^deftiuation,  and  had  filled  up  all 
the  ftreets  andavpnues  to  both  Hoafes  of  Parliament,  than  they  began  to  exercife  the  authority 
derived  from. their  numbers,  by  treating  tlie  members,  efpecially  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,:  with 
great  indignity;  fome  .of  then^  narrowly efcaping.  with  their  lives.  In  themea^tim^  the 
author  and  leader  of  this  fedition,  having  obtained  leave,  in  the  Ho^ufe  of  Commons,  to  bring 
up  the  petition,  afterwards  moved  for  its  being  taken  into  immediate  confideration.  This  mo- 
tion occaiioncd  a  debate;  but,  notwitbftanding  the  dangers  which  menaced  them,  the  Com- 
xnons  continued  immoveable  in  their  determination  to  oppofe  the  petition.  Of  200  members, 
then  prefent  in  the  Houfe,  "fix  only  voted  for  it;  the  reft,  witha  fpirit  that  reflefted  the  bigheflb 
iionour  both  on  their  individual  aa^  p.ublic  charafter,  refiftcd  it  with  the  difdain  it  fo  highly 
jneritfd. 

In  the  mean  time  tl>e  mob,  on  the  arrival  of  the  guards,  who  had  been  fent  for  on  the  oc* 
4Cafion»  had  difperfed  itfelf  into  various  parts  of  the  town.  Among  other  outrages,  they  de- 
jDoIiihed  two.Romilh  chapels  belonging  to  foreign  minifters,  and  openly  vented  the  moft  ter- 
jrible  menaces  againft  all  people  of  that  perfuafion. 

For  fevcral  fucceeding days  the  metropolis  feemed  to  beat  the  mercy  of-lawlefs  bands  of 
jrioters,  and  exhibited  a  fpeftacle^of  calamity  and  horror,  that  has  no  parallel  among  the  modern 
efFeftfi  of  civil  conunotion.  It  is  faid,  that  fires  were  feen  blazing  in  thirty*fix  different  parts 
from  one  fpot.  The  great  gaol  of  Newgate,  the  prifons  of  the  King's  Bench  and  the  Fleet, 
the  New  Bridewell  in  St.  George's  Fields^  a  very  large  diftillery  in  Holborn,  with  many  pri- 
vate honfes.  all  being,  in  a  ftate  of  conflagration,  prefented  fpeftacles  of  the  moft  fliocking* 
nature.  The  Bank  itfelf,  that  grand  fupport  of  public  credit  and  national  commerce,  was  alfo 
attacked  at  two  different  periods,  and  fortunately  for  this  country,  was  fo  well  guarded  as  to 
tie  attacked  in  vain.    An  univexfal  panic  feemed  to  have  feized  the  inhabitantSi  all  bufinefs 
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1780  was  fufpended)  and  they  fubmitted  to  the  oatrages  committed  on  their  pr6perty  and  them- 
felvesy  as  to  a  viftorious  army.  At  lengthy  large  bodies  of  troops  arrived  from  different  parts 
of  the  country,  and,  by  applying  the  neccflary  vigour  of  the  military  arm,  ailop  was  put  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  rioters ;  and,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  eighth  of  June,  people  began  to  re- 
cover a  little  from  their  conftern^tion.  On  this  daythe  Houfe  of  Commons  met;  but  al- 
thoujgh  the  rioters  were  quelled,  it  was  immediately  noticed  that  the  city  of  Wcftminftcr  was 
udder  martial  jaw,  and  they  accordingly  adjourned  to  the  nineteenthi 

It  would  certainly  be  very  unjuft  to  impute  to  the  Proteftant  Aflbciation  the  whole  of  the 
mifchief  that  enfued,  or  to  fuppofe  that  they  forefaw  the  calamities  to  which  they  gave^cca- 
iion.  But  though  this  be  admitted,  it  is  evident  that  it  was  their  wretched  bigotry  to  which 
thefe  unhappy  fceues  owed  their  origin  ;  and  that  tlie  members  of  that  aflbciation  manifefted  a 
.  fpirit  the  very  rcverfc  of  real  and  enlightened  Proteftants,  and  difgraceful  to  the  national  cha- 
rafter.  Such  an  exhibition  of  bigotry  in  England  was  alfo  the  more  diflionourable,  becaufe 
the  prefent  age  is  much  enlightened  on  the  fubjeft  of  toleration;  and  even  PapiAs  acknow- 
ledge the  pernicious  tendency  ef  intolerance,  and  manifeft  a  more  liberal  fpirit  in  various  parts 
of  Europe.  Some,  indeed,  have  fuppofed  riiat  thefe  diforders  were  the  refult  of  a  premeditated 
defign,  and  were  conduced  by  men  of  refolutioa,  who  a£ted  in  concert ;  and  who,  though 
under  concealment,  dire£led  all  the  motions  of  the  populace.  Others  fufpe£ted  that  the  emif- 
faries  of  France  were  not  idle  during  thefe  conamotions,  and  would  not  fail  to  promote  all  the 
mifchief  of  which  they  were  capable.  In  ibort,  whatever  foundations  tliere  might  be  for  fuf- 
picions  or  furmifesof  this  or  any  other  kind,  there  is  fcarce  a  doubt  if  thefe  iiorrid  fcenes  had 
lafled  a  few  days  longer,  that  all  tlie  glory  and  ,power  of  this  country  would  have  been  cpnfu- 
med  in  the  flames  of  London,  and  that  law,  commerce,  and  religion  would  have  been  buried 
•under  the  ruins  of  our  metropolis. 

As  foon  as  this  violent  and  unexpe&ed  commotion  began  to  fubfide,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  fecure  Lord  George  Gordon. — He  was  arreiled,  and  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower, 
after  having  undergone  a  long  examination  before  the  principal  lords  of  the  counciL 
-  On  the  19th  of  June,  the  Parliament  was  opened,  after  this  compulfory  recefs,  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  which  notice  was  taken  that  the  outrages  committed  by  bands  of  defp^iatc 
and  abandoned  men,  had  fo  overborne  all  civil  authority,  and  threatened  fo  direftly  the  fub* 
•  verfion  of  ail  legal  power,  the  deilruAion  of  all  property,  and  the  confufion  of  every  order  in 
the  ftatc,  that  his  Majefty  found  himfeif  obliged,  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  afFefiion  to  his 
people,  to  fupprefs,,in  every  part,  thofe  rebeiiious  infurre&ions,  and.to  provide  for  the  public 
fafety,  by  the  moft  effcftual  and  immediate  application  of  the  force  entrufted  to  him  by  Par- 
Irament.— His  Majefty  alfo  added,  that  proper  orders  had  been  given  for  bringing  the  authors, 
abettors,  and  perpetrators  of  fuch  infurredtions,  and  of  fuch  criminal  ads,  to  fpeedy  trial,  and 
40  fuch  condign  punifhment  as-the  laws  prcfcribed,  and  the  vindication  of  public  juftice  de- 
manded, &c.  The  fpeech^was  generally  approved  ^n  all  fides,  and  tlie  cuftomary  addrefles 
carried  without  any  oppoiition.  Some  animadveriion,  however,  pafled-^in  both  Houfes  upon 
the  condu£t  of  adminifl ration,  with  refpe£t  to  the  late  difturbances  :  the  mifchiefs  that  had 
happened,  and  all  the  unhappy  confequences  that  might  enfue,  being  dire£tly  charged  to  their 
negle£t,  in  nbtcalling  forth  the  civil  power  in  time  ;  and  to  their  delay,  in  not  employing  the 
military  till  it  was  too  late.  -  But  the  fervices  were  fo  numerous,  and  the  applications  fo  con- 
tinual, and  from  fuch  various  quarters,  for  protedion  or  afliftance,  ifaat  the  troops  at  band 
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1780  do  not  appear  to  have  been  in  any  degree  faf&cient  to  anfwer  the  demands^  until  X\i9  arrival  of 
the  regulars  and  militia  from  tlic  country.  . 

.  The  following  day  brought  on,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  the  coniideration  of 
the  feveral  petitions  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  late  bill,  which  had  been  made  the  occafion  of 
fo  much  mifchief :  but  no  repeal  was  propofed  upon  thofe  petitions  ;  as  the  confequences  ap- 
prehended  from  the  bill,  were  coniidered  as  merely  vilionary.  The  queftion  was,  however, 
very  folemnly  debated ;  and  the  firft  fpeakcrs  of  both  parties  in  the  Houlb  of  Commons,  greatly 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  fupporting  not  only  the  bill  itfelf,  but  a  much  broader,  fyflem  of 
toleration  than  that  which  fupported  it. 

In  order,  however,  to  quiet  the  minds,  and  to  remove  the  apprehenfions  of  fuch  well« 
meaning,  but  ill*informed  perfons,  as  might  be  among  the  petitioners,  refolutions  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport  were  moved  for  by  Lord  Beauchamp,  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  whole  Houfe  : — ^*  That  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  ad  pafied  in  the  i8th  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  relieving  his  fubjcfts  profeffing  the  Popifb  religion  from  certain  penal- 
ties and  rcflriftions  impofed  on  them  by  an  aA  of  the  nth  and  12th  of  William  the  Third, 
.  have  been  mifreprefented  and  mifunderftood. — That  the  faid  ad  of  the  i8th  of  his  pre- 
fent Majefty,  does  not  repeal  or  alter,  or  in  any  manner  invalidate  the  feveral  ftatutes  made  to 
prohibit  the  exercife  of  the  Popilh  religion,  previous  to  the  ilatute  of  the  nth  and  I2tli  of 
Kihg  William  III, — That  no  ecclefiaftical  or  fpiritual  jurifdiftion  or  authority  is  given,  by 
the  faid  ad,  to  the  Pope  or  the  See  of  Rome. — That  this  Houfe  does,  and  ever  will,  watch 
over  the  interefts  of  the  Proteftant  religion  with  the  moft  unremitted  attention  ;  and  that  all 
attempts  to  feduce  the  youth  of  this  kingdom  from  the  eftablifhed  church  to  Popery,  are  highly 
criminal,  according  to  the  laws  in  force,  and  are  a  proper  fubjed  of  further  regulation : — 
And  that  all  endeavours  to  difquiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  mifreprefenting  the  faid  ad  of 
the  1 8th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  fafety,  or  irrecon- 
cileable  to  the  principles  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  have  a  manifeft  tendency  to  difturb  the 
public  peace,  to  break  the  union  neceftary  at  this  time,  to  bring  dilhonour  on  the  national 
charader,  to  difcredit  the  Proteftant  religion  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations,  and  to  furnilh'oc- 
caiion  for  the  renewal  of  the  perfecution  of  the  Proteftant  brethren  in  other  countries." 

On  the  28th  of  June,  a  bill,  brought  in  by  Sir  George  Saville,  for  preventing  perfons  pro- 
feffing the  Romifh  religion  from  teaching  or  educating  the  children  of  Proteftants,  was  paflTed 
the  Houfe  of  Commons :  but  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  influenced  by  a  laudable  fpirit  of  toleration, 
and'at  the  fame  time  confidering  the  bill  as  carrying  the  appearance  of  being  forced  upon  them 
by  outrage  and  menace,  thought  proper  to  rejed  it. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  his  Majefty  preceded  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  with  a  fpcech  from 
the  throne,'  the  ftrength  of  which  feems  to  be  thrown  into  the  concluding  paragraph ;  in  which 
both  Lords  and  Commons  were  earneftly  called  upon  to  aflift  his  Majefty,  by  their  influence 
and  authority  in  their  feveral  counties,  as  they  had  already  by  their  unanimous  fupport  in 
Parliament,  in  guarding  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  from  future  difturbances,  and  watching  over 
the  prefervatioii*  of  the  public  fafety  ;  to  make  the  people  fenfible  of  the  happinefs  they  enjoy, 
and  the  diftinguifhed  advantages  they  derive  from  our  excellent  conftitiition  in  cl\urch  and 
ftate;  to  warn  tliem  of  the  hazard  of  innovation  ;  to  point  out  to  them  the  fatal  confequences 
of  fuch  commotions  as  had  lately  been  excited  ;  and  to  imprefs  on  their  minds  this  important 
truth — That  rebellious  infurredions,  to  refift  or  reform  the  laws,  muft  either  end  in  the  def- 
trudion  of  the  perfon  who  makes  the  attempt^  or  in  the  fubVerfion  of  our  free  and  happy  con- 
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i  780  ftitution. — TbU  tnay  alfo  be  corrfidcrcd  as  Concluding  the  political  exigence  of  that  Parliament, 
whieh  wa)5  diiTolved  on  the  ift  of  the  September  following. 

Though  no  great  probability  had  hitlierto  appeared  of  a  redu£lion  of  the  Britifti  colonies  in 
America,  yet  the  preceding  campaign  had  terminated  with  great^ifadvantage  on  the  fide  of  the 
Americans.  .  The  maritime  force  of  the  New  England  provinces  had  been  almoft  wholly  de* 
firoycd  at  Ponobfcot ;  and  they  had  fufFered  a  great  and  mortifying  defeat  at  Savannah  :  the 
projects  formed  by  D*£ftaing  had  been  fruftrated  in  the  completeft  manner.  He  had  been 
.  compelled  to  retire  with  a  ihattered  fleet  and  a  broken  army.  Unable  to  profecute  any  further 
operations!,  he  was  now  returned  to  France,  and  the  Colonies  were  again  left  to  their  fole  ex- 
ertions, with  little  profpe£fc  of  receiving  any  afliftance  from  their  French  allies,  in  fufScient 
time  to  obviate  ef!e£tually  the  attempts  that  might  be  made  in  confequence  of  the  fuperiority 
now  obtained  by  the  Britifli  forces. 

If  the  French  admiral  bad  fucceeded  in  Georgia^  the  fiege  of  New  York  would  certainly 
have  been  undertaken,  according  to  a  plan  concerted  between  him  and  General  Wafhtngton  ; 
and  the  appreheniion  of  fach  an  event  had  obliged  the  Britifli  commanders  at  New  York  to 
make  every  neceflary  preparation  for  a  vigorous  defence.  But  Count  D'Eftaing  having  failed 
in  his  preliminary  operations,  and  coniiderable  bodies  of  troops  which  had  joined  the  Ame- 
-  "  rican  airmy,  in  full  confidence  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war  by  a  dccifive  blow,  having  re- 
turned home  in  a  ftatc  of  great  difcontent,  it  was  refolvcd  to  carry  the  Britifh  arms  fouthward, 
where  the  diftance  from  the  centre  of  the  enemies  ftrength  opened  a  fair  profpcft  of  fuccefs, 
and  where  an  impreffioii  upon  tliem  would  be  more  feverely  felt  than  in  any  other  quarter, 
from  the  greater  vailue  of  the  countries  which  were  the  objeds  of  reda£tion>  in  point  of 
vrealth,  commercial  produce,  and  importance.  . 

The  pofleflion  of  Georgia  afforded  a  ready  accefs  to  the  large  and  valuable  province  of  Caro- 
lina: it  was  determined,  therefore,  to  make  this  the obje£t  of  an  expedition;  and,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  Sir  "Henry  Clinton  embarked  with  a  confiderable  land  force,  under 
convoy  of  a  ftrong  fquadron,  commanded  by  Admiral  Arbuthnot.  Their  deftination  was 
Savannah  ;  but  their  progrefs  being  much  retarded  by  contrary  winds  and  flormy  weather, 
they  did  not  arrive  off  the  coaft  of  Georgia  till  the  expiration  of  January.  On  the  12th  of 
February,  the  arfny  was  fafely  landed  on  the  iflands  in  the  vicinity  of  CharleftoWn,  and  from 
thence  proceeded  to  the  banks  of  AQilcy's*river,  between  which  and  Cooper's  river  the  tovtn 
i&  fituated*  On  the  ifl:  of  April,  they  broke  ground  within  800  yards  of  the  American  works 
and  by  the  8th  of  the  fame  month  the  befiegers  guns  were  mounted  in  bittery.  ,  On  the  loth. 
Sir  H'enry  Clinton  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot  fummoned  the  town  to  firrrender  to  hid  Majeily's 
arms ;  but  General  Lincoln,  who  commanded  there,  declaring  it  to  be  his  intention  to  de- 
fend it  to  the  laft  extremity,  the  fiege  commenced,  and  was  carried  on  with  the  ufmoft  bravery, 
ikill,  and  perfeverance.  On  the  8th  of  May,  tile  Britifli  cammandetrs  again  fummoned  the 
town  to  furrender,  the  offer  being  repeated,  that  on  an  immediftfe  ftnrrender,  tlie  lives  and 
property  of  tl>e  inhabitants  fliould  be  prefcrved  to  them.  Articles  of  capitulation  were  then 
propofcd  by  General  Lincoln,  which  <Md  not  receive  the  approbation  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
and  Admiral  Arbuthnot :  at  length,  however,  the  town  being  clofdy  itivcfted  6n  all  fides,  and 
the  preparations  tofiorm  it  in  every  part  being  in  great  forwardncfs,  the  Afrierican  general,  on 
the  11th  of  May,  agreed  to  furrender  on  the  terms  which  had  already  been  prcypofed  to  him, — 
By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  continental  troops  and  failors  were  to  remain  prifoners  of^ 
war  till  exchanged,  but  not  to  be  dcfpoiled  of  their  piivate  property  :  the  militia  in  garrifon 
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1 7 So  were  to  be  pennitted  to  return  to  their  refpe&ive  homes,  as  prifoners  on  parole ;  which  paroTe, 
while  they  obferved  it,  was  to  fecure  them  from  being  molefted  in  their  property  by  the  Bri* 
tifti  troops.  The  citizens  of  Charleftown  were  comprehended  in  this  article  ;  while  the  fub- 
jefts'of  France  and  Spain  were  allowed  to  retain  their  cfFe^s,  and  to  be  permitted  to  leave  the 
place,  but  to  continue  prifoners  on  parole.— The  prifoners  made  on  this  occafion  amounted 
to  upwards  of  6,000,  aroongft  whom  were  1,000  failors  :  feveral  general  officers  were  alfo  in- 
volved in  the  furrender,  and  a  great  number  of  private  perfons,  from  the  great  eagerriefs  with 
which  all  who  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleftown  repaired  to  its  defence.  The  artillery  that 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viftors  confifted  of  near  400  pieces,  with  four  large  frigates,  a  great 
number  of  boats,  and  a  very  confiderable  quantity  of  military  ftores. 

The  cohfequcnce  of  tlie  rcduftion  of  Charleftown,  was  a  general  difcouragement  of  the 
people  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  no  fmall  alarm  and  difcontent  throughout  the  con- 
tinent, wlicn  the  vaft  expeftations  excited  by  Count  D'Eftaing  were  contrafted  with  his 
failure,  and  the  fuccefles  of  the  British  arms  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  In  order,  however, 
to  prevent  him,  ifpoffible,  from  improving  them,  great  exertions  were  made  by  the  Ameri- 
cans to  colled  a  force  fufficient  to  make  fome  kind  of  ftand,  till  a  proper  army  could  be  formed*  * 
For  this  purpofc,  detachments  from  feveral  parts  were  drawn  to  the  borders  of  North  Caro- 
lina, where  it  was  naturally  expefted  tlie  next  naotions  of  the  Britifh  army  would  be  direded. 
On  receiving  this  intelligence.  Lord  Cornwallis  marched  up  the  country,  and  completely  de<» 
ilroyed  the  remaining  force  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter* 

After  this  fuccefs,  the  redufiion  of  the  exteniive  province  of  South  Carolina  was  deemed  fo 
complete,  at  the  time  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  returning  to  his  government  of  New  York,  that 
he  informs  the  minifter  for  the  American  department,  in  his  letter,  that  there  were  few  men 
in  the  province  who  were  not  either  prifoners  to,  or  in  arms  with  the  Britifh  forces  ;  and  he 
cannot  reftrain  his  exultation,  at  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  who  came  in,  from  every 
quarter,  to  teftify  their  allegiance,  and  to  offer  their  fervices  in  arms,  in  fupport  of  his  Ma* 
jefty's  government;  and  who,  in  many  inftances,  had  brought  as  prifoners  their  former 
leaders.  That  officer  accordingly,  in  fettling  the  affairs  and  government  of  the  province, 
adopted  a  fcheme  of  obliging  it  to  contribute  largely  to  its  own  defence,  and  even  to  look  for- 
ward in  prefent  exertion  to  future  Security,  by  taking  an  a£^ive  fhare  in  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
rebellion  on  its  borders.  With  this  view,  he  was  determined  to  admit  of  no  neutrals,  and 
that  every  man  who  did  not  avow  himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  Britiih  government,  (hould  take 
an  afiive  part  in  its  fupport.  On  this  principle,  all  perfons  were  expeded  to  be  in  readinefs 
with  their  arms  at  a  moment's  warning ;  thofe  who  had  families,  to  form  a  militia  for  the 
home  defence ;  but  thofe  who  had  none,  to  ferve  with  tlie  royal  forces,  for  any  fix  months  of* 
the  enfuing  twelve,  in  which  they  might  be  called  upon,  to  affift  '^^  in  driving  their  rebel  op-> 
preflbrs,  and  all  the  miferies  of  war,  far  from  the  province, '^'  &6. 

This  fyftem  of  fubduing  one  part  of  the  Americans  by  the  other,  and  of  eftablifhing  fuch 
an  internal  force  in  each  fubjugated  colony,  as  would  be  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  equal  to  its 
defence,  had  been  often  held  out,  and  frequently  fuggefted  in  England^  as  extremely  praAi- 
cable.  It  therefore  became  the  duty  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  form  fuch  a  plan  in  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  for  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  government,  to  purfue  it :  but 
all  their  fanguine  cxpeAations  feem  to  have  had-  but  afhallow  foundation,  and  the  firft  mo-- 
ment  of  ferious  trial  brought  difappointment  along  with  it.  Indeed,  in  a  very  ihort  time  after 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  departure  from  Charleftown^  it  appeared^  that  many  of  the  inhabitants 
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X780  were  fo^difliitisfied  with  the  prcfcnt  government,  that  they  endeavoured. to  difpofe  of  their 
property  upon  luch  terms  as  they  could  obtain,  and  to  abandon  the  province.  This  condudfc 
became  fo  frequent  and  glaring,  that  Lord  Cornwallis  found  it  ncceflary  towards  the  end  of 
Jiily,  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  ftridkly  forbidding  all  fales  and.  transfers  of  property,  including 
even  negroes,  without  a  licence  firft  obtained,  from,  the  commandant  of  Charleftown ;  and 
likcwife  prohibiting  all  matters  of  veflels  from- carrying*  any  perfoai  whatever,  whether  black 
or  white,  out  of  the  colony,  without  a  written  paflport  fram  the  fame  officer.  The  battle  of 
Camden,  that  took  place  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  in  which.  Lord  Cornwallis  gained  a  com* 
plete  viftory  over  the  American  army  commanded  by  General  Gates,  convinced  the  Engliflx 
general  that  the. pcturn.  of  American  loyalty  was  a  matter  of  no  folid  reliance  ;  that  he  could 
do  little  more  than  anfwer.  for  the  ground  on  which  he  encamped;  and  tliat  in  the  war  in 
which  he  commanded;  fuccefs  did  not  wait  upon  vi£tory* 

The  afiairs  of  America  continued  alfo  to  be  extremely  critical :  the  difficukies  of  the  Con* 
grefs  and  the  people  had  been  greatly  encreafed  by  the  depreciation  of  their  paper  currency.— 
At  the  time  when. the  colonics  engaged  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  they  had  no  regular  civil 
government  eftablifhed  among,  them  of  fufficient  energy  to  enforce  the.  collcftion  of  taxes,  or 
to  provide  funds  for  the  redemption  of  fuch  bills  of  credit  as  their  neceilities  obliged  them  to 
ifTue.     In  confequenceof  this  ftate  of  things,  their  bills  encreafed  in-quantity  far  beyond  the 
fum  neceffary  for  the  purpafc.of  a  circulating  medium.;  and  as  they  wanted,  at  the  fame  time,, 
fpecific  funds  to  reft  onfor  their  redemption,  they  faw  their  paper  currency  daily  fink  in  value. 
The  depreciation  continued,  by  a  kind  of  gradual  progreffion,  from  the  year  1777  to  1780 ; 
fo  that,  at  the  latter  period,  the  continental  dollars  were  pafled,  by  common  confent,  in  moft 
parts  of  America,  at  the  rate  of  -J-Jths  below  their  nominal  value.     The  impoffibility  of  keep- 
ing up  the  credit  of  the  currency  to  any  fixed  ftandard,  occafioned  great,  and  almoft  infupera- 
ble  embarrafTments,  in  afcertaining:the  value  of  property,  or  carrying  on  trade  with  any  fuffi- 
cient certainty.     Thofe  who  fold,  and  thofe  who  baught,  were  left  without  a  rule  whereon  to 
form  any  judgment  of  their  profit  or  their  lofs,  and  every  fpecies  of  commerce  or  exchange, 
whether  foreign  or domeftic,, was  expofed  to  numberlefs  and  increafing  difficulties.     The  confe- 
quences  of  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency  were  alfo  felt  with  peculiar  feverity  by  fuch 
<     of  the  Americans  as  were  employed  in  their  military  fervices,  and  greatly  augmented  their 
other  hardfhips.     The  requifitions  made  by  the  Congrefs  to  the  feveral  colonies  for  fupplies, 
were  alfo  far  from  being  always  regularly  complied  with ;  and  tlieir  troops  were  not-  unfrc-- 
quently  in  want  of  the  moft  common  neceflaries^  which  very  naturally  occafioned;  complaints  . 
and  difcontents  among  them.     Some  of  thefe  difficulties^  as  they  refulted  from  their  particular 
iituation,  no  wifdom,  perhaps,  could  have  prevented  ;  but  they  feem  to  have  arifen,  in  part, . 
from  the  Congrefs  not  being  fufficiently  acquainted. with,  the  principles  of  finance,  and  from  a. 
defcd  of  fyflem  in  the  departments  of  their  government.     The  caufc  of  the  Americans  appears . 
alfo  to  have  fufiered  fomewhat  by  their  depending  too  much  on  temporary  enliflments  :  but 
the  Congrefs  endeavoured,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1783,  to  put  their  army  upon  a  more- 
permanent  footing,  and  to  give  all  the  fatisfadlion  to  their  officers  and  foldiers  which  tlieir  cir* 
cumflances  would  admit.    They  appointed  a  committee  for  arranging  thei^  finances,  .and  made  j 
fome  new  regulations  refpcfting  their,  war-office  and  trcafury-board,  and,  other  public  de-. 
partments.      But,  notwithflanding  thefe,  and  various  other  oppreffive  difiidvantages  under 
which  they  at  this  time  laboured,  the  Americans  appeared  to  entertain  no  doubts  but  that  they 
(hould  be  able. to  maintaiu  their  independency ;  and,  on  the  4th  of  July,  celebrated  the  anni- 
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1780  vcrfary  of  its  deciaration  at  Philadelphia,  with  na  inconfiderable  difplay  of  patriotic  fcftivity 
and  public  rejoicing.  ^ 

A  very  principal  motive  for  Spain  to  join  the  confederacy  againft  Great  Britain  was, the 
anxious  and  natural  defire  to  recover  Gibraltar.  The  pofieiiion  of  this  important  fortrefs  by 
a  foreign  power  was  highly  mortifying  to  the  Spanifh  court  and  nation.  It  was  compared  to 
the  long  retention  of  Calais  by  the  Englilh,  in  former  days,  and  the  recovery  of  it  was  deemed 
as  eflcntial  to  the  honour  of  the  Spaniards,  as  that  of -Calais  had  been  reputed  by  the  French, 
in  regard  to  their  own.  The  principal  plan  of  adion  was  formed  according  to  this  idea,  which 
was  warmly  adopted  throughout  Spain,  and  ferved,  in  no  fmall  degree,  to  reconcile  the  people  to 
a  war,  which  was,  in  other  refpefts,  fo  much  againft  their  real  interefts^  As  foon  as  the  rup- 
ture was  determined  upon  at  Madrid,the  Spanifh  court  gave  immediate  orders  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Gibraltar,  to  cut  off  all  communication  with  that 
place,  and  to  inveft  it  in  the  clofeft  manner  poilible. 

While  the  Spanifh  general  blockaded  Gibraltar  by  land,  the  admiral,  Don  Barcelo,  did  the 
fame  by  fea;  but  notwithftandiug  his  fuperiority,  the  Britifh  fhips  of  force  then  in  the  bay, 
exerted  themfelves  with  fo  much  activity  and  fpirit,  as  to  elude  his  vigilance  on  numberlefs 
occafions. 

■ 

The  principal  inconvenience  under  which  the  garrifon  laboured,  was  the  frequent  fcarcity 
of  frcfh  provifions  :  it  had  hitherto  been  abundantly  fupplied  from  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  but 
to  what  caufes  it  might  be  owing,  a  furprizing  and  unaccountable  alteration  had  taken  place 
in  fome  of  the  ftates  along  that  coaft.  The  Emperor  of  Morocco,  in  particular,  had  trans- 
ferred his  friendfhip  from  Great  Britain  to' Spain,  in  a  manner  wholly  unprecedented.  He 
efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  latter  with  a  zeal  and  partiality  the  more  aftonifhing,  as  Britain'  had 
given  him  no  provocation,  and  as  the  enmity  fubflfting  for  fo  many  ages  between  the  Spani- 
ards and  Moors,  was  in  a  manner  conftitutional,  and  founded  upon  caufes  that  could 
never  ceafe  to  operate.  So  great,  however,  were  the  induftry  and  refolution  of  the  Britifh 
officers  and  feamen,  that,  in  fpite  of  all  obftru£iions,  they  frequently  fiound  means  to  procure 
the  refrefhments  that  were  wanted;  In  the  mean  time,  the  defence  of  the  garrifon  was  fo 
vigorous,  even  white  it  continued  to  be  fupplied  in  this  fcanty  manner,  that  the  enemy  began 
to  lofe  all  hope  of  reducing  if.  In  order,  however,  to  deprive  it  of  this  fupport,  they  formed 
ft  projeft  of  burning  all  the  fhipping  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar.  For  this  purpofe,  in  the  hight 
of  the  6th  of  June,  favoured  by  an  uncommon  darknefs,  ten  fire-fhips  ftood  over  from  the 
Spanifh  to  tlit  Britifh  fide  of  the  bay  ;  but  from  the  enemy's  precipitation  in  firing  their  fhips 
too  foon,  and  to  tha  heavy  cannonade  with  which  they  were  received,  the  attempt  was  fruftra- 
ted.  The  failure  of  this  projcft  was  followed  by  the  defeat  of  many  others  : — No  fooner  had 
the  enemy  pufhed  their  works  forward,  andconftruded  new  batteries,  than  they  were  con- 
ft'anily  deftroyed  ;  fo  that  the  labour  of  many  days  was  often  loft  in  a  very  few  hours,  and  the 
Tivhole  to  be  recommenced  with  little  profpeft  of  future  fuccefj^. 

According  to  a  return  made  of  the  inhabitants  and  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  about  this  time, 
the  number  of  inhabitants  was  3201  ;  of  which  there  were  506  Englifli,  1832  Roman  Catho- 
lics,^ and  863  Jews.— The  houfes  amounted  to  446,  of  which  195  belonged  to  Protcftants, 
144  to  Roman  Catholics,  and  107  to  Jews.  Tjie  garrifon  confifted  of  the  12th,  39th,  56th, 
58th,  72d,  and  73d  Englifh,  with  three  Hanoverian  regiments. 

Notwithftanding  the  misfortune  which  had  befallen  Spain  in  the  capture  and  dcftruftion  of 
the  fquadroa  under  Admiral  Langara,  it  was  judged  incumbent  on  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  to 
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1780  prcfcrvc  that  appearance  of  ftrcngth  which  tbey  had  at  firft  difplayed,  A  jtmAion  was  con- 
fequently  formed  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  preceding 
year,  though  with  a  very  inferior  force.  To  this  naval  combination  was  oppofed  the  Britifh 
fleet  of  thirty  Ihips  of  tlie  line,  commanded  by  Admiral  Geary,  ^who  failed  from  Spithead  in 
the  early  part  of  June,  and  in  the  beginning  of  July,  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  a  rich 
fleet  from  Port  au  Prince,  of  which  he  took  twelve  fail ;  the  reft,  with  the  Ihips  of  war  that 
convoyed  them,  efcaped,  from  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather*  But  the  iatisfaflion  forded  by 
this  fuccefs,  waslhortiy  loft  in  the  contemplalioa  of  one  of  the  heavfeft  blows  that  had  ever 
been  fuftained  by  the  Britifh  commerce  :  a  rich  and  conflderable  fleet,  for  the  £aft  and  Weft: 
Indies,  under  the  conduft  of  Captain  Moutray  of  the  Ramiiies,  and  two  or  three  frigates,  was 
intercepted,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  by  die  combined  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Don  Louis  de 
Cordova:  five  Eaft  India  fhips  (which,  befldes  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  train  of  artillery,  were 
conveying  a  large  quantity  of  naval  ftores,  for  the  fupply  of  the  Britifti  fquadron  in  the  Eaft) 
.and  above  fifty  Weft  Indiamen  were  taken  ;  the  Ramiiies,  with  the  frigates,  and  a  few  of  the 
Weft  India  fhips,  had  the.good  fortune  to  efcape.  This  fleet  included,  beiides  the  Eaft  India- 
men  and  merchantmen,  eighteen  victuallers,  with  a  number  of  ftorefliips  and  tranfports,  def* 
tined  for  his  Majefty's  fervice  in  the  Weft  Indies.  But  the  principal  detriment  fuftained  by 
this  capture,  was  the  lofs  of  feamen  and  troops,  and  of  the  fupplies  which  were  fo  much 
wanted  in  the  diflFerent  places  for  which  they  were  intended.  The  number  of  prifoners 
amounted  to  2,700  failors  and  foldiers,  near  100  oflicers,  and  about  aoo  pailengers  of  both  fexes* 

As  the  combined  fleet  was  known  to  be  at  Cadiz,  and  its  putting  to  fea  anxioufly  appre« 
hended,  it  was  certainly  a  very  extraordinary  conduA  in  government  to  fufler  fuch  a  fleet  to 
take  a  courfe  fo  clofe  to  the  coaft  of  Spain  ;  at  leaft,  if  fuch  a  courfe  had  been  necefllary,  the 
grand  fleet  itielf  could  not  have  been  better  employed  than  in  guarding  fuch  a  rich  and  impor- 
tant flota  till  it  was  out  of  danger.  But  the  reafon  afligned  for  this  unfortunate  rifque,  that 
it  was  run  in  order  to  accommodate  the  merchants  and  the  Eaft  India  Company,  was  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  juftify  the  bufinefs ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  at  all  neceilary  to 
fteer  clofe  to  the  continent  of  Europe  in  order  to  touch  at  the  Madeiras  ;  and,  befldes,  as  there 
was  not  a^  force  fufficient  for  its  proteAion,  the  courfe  fhould  have  been  varied,  and  fuited  to 
the  emergency  and  danger.  Indeed,  the  mercantile  accommodation,  however  it  may  be,  in 
general,  a  very  efliential  objeft  of  minifterial  attention,  was^iiot  of  that  degree  of  importance 
as  to  juftify  fuch  an  hazard  :  the  merchants  might  have  provided  their  wines  in  another  man- 
•  ner. — The  confideration  of  fuch  matters  belonged  properly  and  folely  to  the  minifters  at  large, 
and  to  tlie  admiralty  in  particular  :  they  poflTefled  all  the  means  of  information,  and  it  there- 
fore became  their  duty,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  to  inform  the  ignorance,  or  to  correal  the  felflflinefs 
of  the  mercantile  adventurer. 

About  the  fame  time,  an  account  was  received  of  the  lofs  of  a  great  part  of  tlie  outward- 
bound  Quebec  fleet,  which  was  intercepted  oflFthe  banks  of  Newfoundland  in  the  beginning 
of  July,  by  fome  American  privateers.  Several  of  thefe  veflels  were  retaken,  but  about  four- 
teen  rich  fliips  were  carried  entirely  oflF.  T4iefc  lofles  were  very  feverely  felt,  and  operated  as 
a  heavy  counterbalance  to  the  captures  the  Britifh  privateers  and  fhips  of  war  had  made  from 
the  enemy. 

While,  however,  all  the  reft  of  Europe  were  cntefing  into  a  confederacy,  calculated  for  the 
fttbverfion  of  the  Britifh  naval  power,  the  Queen  of  Portugal  alone  perfcvefed  in. her  fricndfliip  • 
for  us,  and  refuled  to  accede  to  the  armed  neutrality.    This  refufal  was  the  more  generous,  as 
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1780  It  waSy  in  efieA,  rendering  herfelf  liable  to  the  refentment  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  at  a  time 
when^  the  ability  of  England  for  her  prote£lion  became  every  day  more  precarious.     It  was, 
therefore,  much  to  be  regretted,  that  this  friendfhip  was  in  fome  degree  weakened,  and  in  dan- 
ger of  being  loft,  through  the  imprudence  of  fome  Britilh  officers  on  the  coaft  of  Poitugal, 
"who,  jiot  contented  with  the  advantages  which  they  derived  from  tiie  free  ufe  of  her  ports, 
and  the  fecurity  thereby  afforded  to  their  prizes,  are  faid  to  have  proceeded  to  equip  and  fit 
'  out  cruizers  in  the- river  Tagus,  in  order  to  aA  againft  the  enemy.     This  produced  an  order 
from  that  court,  prohibiting  the  privateers  of  all  nations  from  entering  her  ports,  excepting  in 
cafes  of  real  neceifity ;  and  forbidding,  even  then,  their  longer  flay^than  that  neceflity  might 
'demand. 

Since  the  commencement  of  hoftilities'between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  an  inter- 
courfe  very  hoftile  to  the  former  had  been  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  with  tlie  latter:  though 
not  openly  avowed  by  the  Sates-General,  it  was  encouraged  by  numbers  of  individuals,  not 
<>nly  of  the  commercial  clafles  who  profited  by  it, .  but  of  all  other  denominations.  The  emif- 
faries  of  France  excited  fuch  a  fpiric  of  enmity  to  Britain,  that  all  the  reprefentations  which 
were  ^rnade  df  the  detriment  accruing  to  them,  from  fuch  a  conduft  being  permitted  or'Con« 
nived  at,  did  not  appear  to  make  any  impreflion  on  the  States. 

When  France  declared  herlclf 'in  favour  of  America,  tire  French  faftion,  which  had  been 

•daily  gaining  ftrength,   determined  to  follow  the  example  of  that  power;  but  in  order,  at  the 

fame  time,  to  avoid  the  refentment  of  Great  Britain,  judged  it  fafeft  to  enter  into  a  clandeftine 

treaty  with  the  Americans:  for  this  purpofe,  a  private  negociation  was  fet  on  foot  with  the 

commiflToners  appointed  by  the  Congrefs. 

This  negociation  was  principally  patronifed  by  the  regency  of  Amfierdam,  a  city  that  had 
Jong  been  notorious  for  its  partiality  to  the  caufe  of  France,  or  indeed  of  any  power  that  was 
hoftile  to  Great  Britain.  The  penlionary  of  this  city,  Mr.  Van  Berkel,  a  riian  of  abilities, 
and  a  fworn  enemy  to  the  Englifh,  was  the  peffon  who  conduced  tlus  bufinefs  :  being,  from 
his  office,  a  minifter  of  ftate  of  the  greateft  authority  and  influence,  it  was  fpeedily  fettled.— 
Thus  an  alliance  was  produced  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Americans,  of  which  the  commoQ 
enmity  of  both  to  the  Britifh  nation  became  the  ftrongeft  bond.  The  terms  of  the  treaty  were 
indeed  provifional,  and  the  treaty  itfelf  purely  commercial ;  but  the  Americans  were  dearly 
'Confidcred,ih  the  whole  of  irj  as  a  free  and. independent  nation. 

Though  Amfierdam  alone  fecmed  to  aft  upon  this  occasion,  yet  the  livorld  well  underftood, 
♦that  the  weight  of  this  great  and  powerful  city  was  too  heavy  to  be  counterbalanced  by  that  of 
the  whole  province  of  which  it  is  the  capital,  or  even  of  all  the  Seven  United  Provinces.  It 
was  from  a  knowledge  of  this,  together  with  the-fuperiority  of  the  French  fadion  in  Holland, 
that  the  Congrefs  relied  on  the  validity  of  any  meafures  and  tranfadtions  that  might  take  place 
between  the  refpeflive  agents  of  the  contrafting.  parties.  Still,  however,  this  treaty  was  ne- 
gociated  and  concluded  in  the  utmoft  concealment  and  privacy. — It  was  figned  on  the  4th  of 
September,  -1778,  -by  Mr.  De  Neufvillc,  a  Dutch  merchant,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Mr,  Wil- 
liam Lee,  on  the  other ;  both  of  whom  repaired  to  Aix  la  Cliapelle  for  that  purpofe,  in  order 
to  avoid  all  fufpicion. 

This  tranfadion  had  now  lain  dormant  two  entire  years,  and  the  ruling  powers  in  America 

began  to  be  very  impatient  to  bring  it  forward,  and  to  obtain  an  open  acknowledgement  of  it 

on  th^  part  of  Holland.     The  events  of  thefe  two  years  were  fuch,  as  encouraged  them  to 

;tbink  that  the  Dutch  would  not  be  backward  to  comply  with  their  wifties.    Much  zltctxation 

^  had 


tJP     THE     OHIGIM     OP    COMK«RtC«.  305 

K9^  ...... 

TjBo  bad  uken  place,  and  nofmall  difguft  created  betwtcn  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  from  tUe 
continoai  afiiftancc  which  (he  latter  afforded  to  France,  and  the  x^folutc  methods  which  tlie 
former  bad  adopted  in  order  to  prevent  it. 

Such  was  U)e  fituation  of  affairs,  when  Congrefs  rcfolved  t«  depute  a  perfon  of  the  higheft 
rank  among  them  to  Holland,  in  the  charafter  of  an  ambaflador,  for  tlie  pm-pofe  of  bringing 
forward  the  bufinefs  of  an  alliance  ^between  both  coantries  to  a  folid  and  efi^ual  concluflon. 
The  perfon  chofcn  for  this  important  bufinefs,  was  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  late  Prcfidentof  the 
,  Congrefs,  a  gentkman  ^of  acknowledged  abilities  and  refpedable  chara£ler.  The  high  ftation 
fee  had  filled,  with  fo  much  propriety  aiid  applaufe,  gave  additional  weight  to  the'commifHon 
he  was  invefled  with,-— were  confidcrations  that  might  be  naturally  cxpeftcd  to  accelerate  the 
tmion  propofcd  between  HoHand  and'  America.  Witli  this  view  he  embarked  at  Philadelphia 
in  a  CoTigrcfs  packet,  which,  on  the  third  of  September,  was  token  by  the  Veftal,  Captain 
Keppel,  near  Newfoundland.  He  had  thrown  his  papers  overboard ;  but  they  were  recovered, 
without  having  received  any  material  injury;  and,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  after  having 
tmdergofle  an  examination  before  the  Privy  Council,  Mr.  Laurens  was  committed  clofc  pri- 
foner  to  the  Tower,  on  the  liKth  of  Oftober,  on  a  charge  of  high  treafon.  Among  his  papers 
was  found  the  treaty  we  have  already  fnentloiicd,  and  which  was  entitled,  A  Treaty  of  Amity 
and  Commerce  between  the  Republic  of  Holland  and  the  United  Sutes  of  America.  This 
important  inftrument  we  (hall  give  at  large. 

The  preamble  recites,  *•  That  the  faid  contrading  ftates  of  Holland  and  America,  wifliing 
to  eftablifh  a  treaty  of  commerce,  have  refolved  to  fix  it  on  the  bafis  of  a  peifeft  equality,/  and 
the  reciprocal  utility  ariiing  from  the  equitable  laws  of  a  free  trade;  provided,  that  the  con* 
Craving  parties  ihall  foe  at  liberty  to  admit,  as  they  think  good,  other  nations  to  partake  of  the 
advantages  ariiing  from  the  faid  trade  a&uated  by  the  above  equitaSle  principles,  the  before- 
•mentioned  contra£ting  parties  have  agreed  on  the  following  articles : 

'^  Art.  I.  There  ihall  be  a  permanent,  unalterable,  and  univerfal  peace  and  amity,  eftablifh- 
^d  between  their  Hig^  Mightineflfes  of  the  Seven  Provinces  of  Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North  America ;  as  WeH  as  between  their  refpeftive  fubje^s,  iflands,  towns  and  territories, 
iituafee  under  the  jurifdiAton  of  the  refpeftive  ftates  above-mentioned,  and  their  inhabitants, 

« 

without  any  xliftindion  whatfoever  of  pcrfons  or  fexes. 

.  **  II.  The  fiib|jeds  of  the  United  Provinces  of  Holland  ftiaH  be  liable  only  to  fuch  duties  as 
«re  paid  by  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of  North  America,  in  all  the  countries,  ports,  iHands 
and  towns  belonging  to  t>ie  iaidilates;  and  fhall  enjoy  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  imrnu-- 
nities  and  exemptions  in  their  trade  and  ^navigation,  common  to  the  faid  natives  and  inhabi- 
xarits,  when  the  fubje^ts  of  Holland  Ihall  have  occaiion  to  pafs  from  one  American  Hate  to 
another,  as  well  as  when  bound  from  thence  fo  any  part  of  the  world. 

"III.  The  privileges,  &c.  granted  by  the  foregoing  article  to  the  States  of  Holhind,  are, 
by  tbeprefem:,  confirmed  to  the  inhahitants  of  N-ort4i  America. 

*•  IV.  The  refpcdive  fubjefts  of  the  oowtrafting  parties,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
countries,  iilands,  or  towns  belonging  to  the  faid  parties  j  fhaU  be  at  Kberty,  without  produc- 
ing a  ^written  permiflion,  private  or  public  pafs,  to  travel  by  land  or  water,  or  in  whatever 
manner  they  think  beft,  through  the  kingdoms,  territories,  provinces,  &c.  or  dominions 
whatever,  ^  either  of  the  confederated  .ftates,  to  have  their  fif«e  egrefe  and  regrcis,  to  remain 
in  the  iaid  places,  and  during  the  whole  time  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe  every  thing  neceflary  to 
<tbeir  own  fubfiftence  and  ufe^  they  (hail  alfo  be  treated  with  every  mark  of  reciprocal  friend- 
Vol.  IV.  CLq  (hip 
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1780  ihip  and  faroor.    Provided  nereit&ekfs,  that  in  erery  circnmftance  they  demean  themfelvci 
in  perfcft  conforaikf  with  the  lawtf  ilatstesy  and  ordinances  of  thofe  faid  kingdbnu,  towns^ 
&c*  where  thejr  may  fbjonm ;  treating  each  other  with  motoal  friendlhip,  and  keeping  up 
among  diemielrei  the  moft  perfeft  harmony,  by  means  of  a  conilant  correfpondence. 

**  V.  The  fobjefti  of  the  contrafting  powers,  and  the  inhabitants  of  all  places  belonging 
to  the  find  powers,  (halt  be  at  liberty  to  carry  their  Ihips  and  goods  (foch  as  are  not  forbidden 
by  the  law  of  the  refpeAiTC  ftates)  into  all  ports,  places,  &c.  belonging  to  the  faid  powers, 
and  to  tarryt  without  any  limiution  of  time :  to  hire  whole  honfes,  or  in  part :  to  buy  and 
purchafe  from  the  manufafturer  or  retailer,  either  in  the  public  markett>  fairs,  &c.  all  forts- 
of  goods  and  merchandize  not  forbidden  by  any  particular  law :  to  open  warehoafes  for  the 
fale  of  goods  and  effeAs  imported  from  other  parts :  nor  (hall  they  be  at  any  time  forced  againft 
their  confent,  to  bring  the  faid  goods  and  wares  to  the  markets  and  fairs ;  provided,  never-i* 
tbeleist  ^bat  they  do  not  difpofe  of  them  by  retail,  or  elfewhere :  they  Ihall  not,  however,  be 
liable  to  any  tax  or  duties,  on  this  or  any  other  account,  except  thofe  only  which  are  to  be 
paid  for  their  (hips  or  goods,  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  refpedive  ftates,  and 
at  the  rate  ftipulated  by  the  prefent  treaty.  Moreover,  they  ihall  be  entirely  at  liberty  to  de- 
part* without  the  leaft  hinderance,  (this  extends  alfo  to  their  wives,  children,  and  fuch  fer* 
vaats  who  may  be  deiirous  to  follow  their  mailer)  and  to  take  with  them  all  goods  bought  or 
imported  at  anytime ;  and  for  fuch  places  as  they  may  think  proper,  by  land,  or  fea,  or  rivers,, 
or  lakes  ^  all  privileges,  laws,  conceffions,  immunities,  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwithfbinding. 

*<  VL  In  regard  to  religious  worfhip,  the  moft  unbounded  liberty  (hall  be  granted  to  the 
fubjefis  of  the  laid  confederate  ftates,  for  themfelves  and  fiimilies.  They  (hall  not  be  com- 
pelled to  frequent  the  churches,  &c«  but  fhall  have  full  liberty  to  perform,  divine  fervice,  after 
their  own  mannert  without  any  moleftatian  in  either  church  or  chapel,  or  private  houfe? 
(apirtis  fcributj*  It  Is  further  provided,  that  any  fubjeft  o£  one  of  the  contrading  powers 
dying,  in  any  place  belonging  to  the  other,  fhall  be  interred ia  decent  and  convenient  places,, 
allotted  for  that  purpofe ;  and,  in  fine,  that  no  infult  fhall,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  manner 
whatever,  be  offered  to  the  dead  or  interred  bodies.. 

<<  VIL  It  is  farther  agreed  and  fettled,^  that  in  all  duties,  impofb,  taxes,  &c.  hid  on- goods,, 
perfons,  merchandize,  &c.  of  each  and  every  fubjeA  of  the  contrading  powers,  under  any 
denomination  whatfoever,  the  faid  fubjeAs,  inhabitants,  &c,  fhall  enjoy  equal  privileges,  fran- 
chifes,  immunities,  either  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  in  every  matter  of  trade,  commerce,, 
or  any  other  cafe,  and  fhall  be  treated  with  the  fame  favour  and  diftinftion  hitherto  granted, 
or  hereafter  to  be  granted  to  any  foreign  nation  whatfoever. 

^  VllL  Their  High  Mightinefles  the  States  General  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces^  fhall: 
ufe  the  moft  efficacious  means  in  their  power,,  to  proteft  the  fhips  and  goods  belonging  to  any 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  be  they  public  or  private  property,  when  in  the  ports,  roads, 
or  feas  adjoining  the  faid  iflands,  &c.  belonging  to  their  faid  High  Mightinefles,  and  to  ufc  all 
their  endeavours  to  bring  about  a  reftitution  to.be  made  to  the  owners,  or  their  agents,  of  all 
veflels  and  goods  captured  within  their  jurifdiAion ;  and  the  fhips  of  war  belonging  to  their 
faid  High  Mightinefles  fhall  take  under  their  prote£tion,  and  convoy  the  fhips  belonging  to 
the  faid  American  States,  or  any  of  the  fubjeQs  or  inhabitants  thereof,  following  the  fame 
courfe,  and  defend  the  faid  (hip  as  long  as  they  remain  in  company,  againft  all  attacks,  vio- 
lence, or  oppreffioui  in  like  manner  as  they  are  in  duty,  bound  to  defend  the  fhips  of  their 
High  Mightinefles  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of  Holland. 

**.  IX.  By 
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^*  IX.  By  this  article,  the  fame  obligation  is  laid  on  the  American  States,  'In  favour  of  the 
ihipping)  &c.  belonging  to  thofe  of  Holland. 

^*^  X*  Their  High  Mightinefles  tlie  States  of  Holland  fhall  interpofe,  and  employ  their  good 
offices  in  favour  of  the  faid  American  States^  their  fubjefts  and  inhabitantSy  with  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  the  Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  and  all  along  the  coaft  of  Barbary 
and  Africa,  and  with  the  fubjefts  of  the  faid  ];^owers,  that  the  (hips,  &c.  of  the  faid  American 
States,  be  as  much  as  poifible,  and  to  the  beil  advantage,  proteded  againft  the  violences,  In* 
fults,  depredations,  &c.  of  tlie  abovefaid  princes  and  fubjeAs  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary  and 
Africa. 

^^  XL  It  (hall  be  permitted  and  granted  tp  each  and  every  fubjeft  and  inhabitant  of  the 
contrading  powers,  to  leave,  bequeath,  or  difpofe  of,  in  cafe  of  iicknefs,  or  at  their  death, 
all  effefts,  goods,  merchandizes,  ready  money,  &c.  being  their  property,  at  or  before  their 
deceafe,  in  any  town,  ifland,  &c.  belonging  to  the  rcfpeAive  contrading  powers,  in  favour 
of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  as  they  may  think  proper.  Moreover,  whether  the  faid  fubjeAs 
ihould  die  after  having  itiade  fuch  wills,  or  inteftate,  their  lawful  heirs,  executors,  or  admi- 
niftrators,  dwelling,  in  any  part  of  the  poflcffions  of  the  contraAing  powers,  or  aliens  ooming 
from  other  countries,  fhall  be  at  liberty,  without  hindrance  or  delay,  to  claim,  and  take  pof- 
feflion  of,  all  fuch  goods  and  efie£ts,  conformably  to  the  refpcAive  laws  of  each  country* 
Nor  fhall  their  right  be  difptrted,  under  pretence  of  any  prerogative,  peculiar  to  any  feparate 
province,  or  perfon  whatfoever.  Provided,  nevertbelefs,  that  the  claim  to  the  effe&s  of  a 
-perfon  who  died  inteftate,  be  fupported  by  fuch  proofs  as  the  laws  of  either  of  the  contraAing 
powers  have  provided  in  fuch  cafes ;  all  laws^.  ftatutes^  edids,  droits  d*jtubine^  &c.  to  the  con* 
trary  notwithftanding* 

**  XII.  The  effeSs  and  .property  of  the  fubjcfts  of  either  cff  the  centraAing  powers,  dying 
in  any  town,  ifland,  &c.  belonging  to  the  ether,  fhall  be  fequeftered  for  theufe  of  the  lawful 
beifs  and  fucccflbrs  of  the  deceafed.  The  council,  or  public  minifter  of  the  nation,  to  which 
the  perfon  thus  dying  belonged,  (hall  take  an  inventory  of  all  fuch  goods,  effe£is,  papers,  writ* 
ings,  and  books  of  account  of  the  deceafed.  The  faid  invisntory  to  bc.delivered  into  the 
hands  of  three  merchants  of  known  and  approved  integrity,  jwho  ihaU  be  .nominated  for  the 
;purpofe  of  a£ting  as  truftees  to  the  heirs,  executors,  .&€«  or  creditors  of  the  deceafed :  nor  fhall 
^ny  court  of  judicature  interfere,  unlefs  the  iaid  heirs,  &c»  fhould  require  it  in  the  due  courfe 
of  law. 

'*  XIIL  The  refpef^ive  fubje&s  of  the  contraOing  parties,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  choofcfor 
themfelvcs  advocates,  attornies,  notaries,  folicitors,  and  agents;  to^this  end,  that  fudi  advo- 
cates, &c.  fhall,  'by  the  fudges  of  the  court  aforeiaid,  be  called  la,  .if  the  faid  judges  fhould^ 
by  the  parties,  be  required  fo  to  do. 

*^  XIV.  The  merchants,  commanders,  >or  owners  of  (hips,  failorsof  every  denomination* 
ihips  or  veflels,  efFefts,  and  goods  in  general,  belonging,  to  cither  patty,  or  any  of  its  fubjeds 
or  inhabitants,  fhall,  at  no  time,  for  any  private  or  public  purpofe,  by.  virtue  of  anyedift 
whatfoever,  4>e  taken,  or  detained  in  ithe  countries,  ports,  iflands,  &c.  belonging  to  either  of 
the  contrafiing: parties,  to  be  employed  in  the  forvice,  to  forward  military  expeditions,  or  any 
other  purpofe ;  and. much  lefs  for  the  private  ufe  of  any  one,  by  violence,  or  other  meaiu  made 
oife  of  to  moleft  or  .infult  the  faid  fubje£^s.  It  is  farther  ftrjAly  forbidden  to  the  faid  fiil>je£hj 
on  both  fides,  not  to  take  away,  violently,  the  property  of  each  other;  but,  theconientof 
tthe  proprietor  once  obtained,  they  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  purcbafe,  paying  ready  moinsy  for  the 

Q^q  2  fame. 
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1760  ftmc.  This  article,  however,  isnotta  be  tmcterftood  as  extending  to  fuch  cafes,  where  rirr 
feizure  fhall  be  made,  or  tlie  embargo  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  legiilativ^  power  for  d^bts 
incurred,,  or  crimes  committed,,  which  fhall  be  tried  by  the  due  courfe  of  law.    .  ' 

^^  XV.  It  is  farriier  provided  and  agreed,  that  all  merchants,  commanders-  of  fhipa,  and 
other  fubjc6ts  belonging  to  their  High  Mightinefles  the  States  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces,. 
fhall  regulate  their  private  aflairs  by  themfelves,  or  by  fuch  agents  as  they  may  chufe,  in  alt 
and  every  plac6  within  the  jurifdiAion  of  the  United  States  of  America :  nor  fhall  they  be  com**^ 
pelled  to  employ,  or  ^ay  any  interpreter  or  broker,  but  fuch  as  they  tbilik  fit  ta  appointii 
Moreover,  in  the  lading  or  unlading  of  fhips,  the  mailers  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  employ  pec—, 
fons  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  by  public  authority ;  but  fhaltbe  atfuU  liberty  to  So  k  them- 
felves, or  e^l  in  the  afliftance  of  any  one  they  fhall  chufe,  without  being  liable  to  pay  any  fee. 
orrctribution  to  any  body.  Neither  fhall  they  be  compelled  to  land  any  partietklar  merchan- 
dise, to  put  them  on  board  other  fliips,  to  take  others  on  board  their  own,  without  their  free? 
cohfent  i  or  to  remain  laden  longer  than  they  (hall  tliink  proper.  The  ftibjefts  and  inhabitants^ 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  fhall  fully  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  in  all  the  dominions  of 
the  States  of  Holland. 

*•  XVf.  Tn  cafe  any  difpute  or  controverfy  fhould  arife  between  the  mafter  of  a^  fhip^'and: 
.  his  crew,  belonging  to  one  of  the  two  nations,  and  then  in  any  port  within  the  dominions  oC 
the  other,  concerning  the  payment  of  wage»,  or  any  other  matter  to  be  determined  by  the  civile 
'  law,  the  magiftrate  of  fuch  port,  or  place^  fhall  only  require  the  defendant  to  deliver  to  the 
plaintiff,  a  declavation  under  his  hand,  and  witneHed  by  tlie  fiiid  magiflrate  ;  by  which  the  faid 
defendant  fhall  bind  himfelf  to  appear,,  and  anfwer  die  complaint  laid  againft  him,  before  a 
competent  judge  in  his  own  country.  This  being  done,  the  faid  crew  (hall  not  be  permitted 
to  leave  the  fhip,  or  prevent  the  mafler  from  following  his  courfe»  The  merchants  of  either 
nation  fhall  be  authorifed  to  keep  their  books  in  what  language  and  manner  they  may  think, 
befl,  witliout  the  leaft  hindrance  or  moleftatiom  But,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  neceiTary,  in  order 
to  fettle  a  point  of  law,  for  them  to  produce  their  books,  they  fhall  bring  them  into  court  for 
examination ;  in  fuch  a  manner,  however,  that  neither  the  judge,  nor  any  one  elfe,  whatfo- 
ever,  fhall  be  permitted  to  perufc  any  article  in  die  faid  books,  but  fuch  as  may  be  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  afcertain  the  authenticity  and  regularity  of  die  faid  books.  Nor  fhall  any  one,. 
.  vnder  atxy  pretence  whatever,  prefume  to  force  the  faid  books  and  writings  from  tlie  owners, 
or  detain  them :  cafes  of  bankruptcy  alone  excepted. 

•*  XVII.  The  fhips  of  either  nation,  bound  to  the  refjpcftive  ports,  fhall,  upon  a  juft  caufe 
of  being  fufpefted,  either  in  regard  to  their  deftinatioaor  their  cargoes,  be  obliged  to  produce,, 
either  at  fea,  in  the  roads,  or  ports,  not  only  their  paii|>orts,  but  alfo  certificates,  witneffing 
that  the  goods  they  have  on  board  are  not  prohibited  by  the  refpeftive  laws* 

^*  XYIIL  If,  upon  fuch  certificates  being  produced,  die  examining  party  fhould  difcover 
that  feme  of  the  goods  mentioned  in  the  bills  of  lading  are  prohibited  by  this  treaty,  or  bound 
to  fome  port  belonging  to  the  enemy ;  in  fuch  cafe  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  break  into  any  part 
of  the  fhip,  or  force  any  trunks,  boxes,  barrds,  &e.  nor  even  to  dii^lace  any  part  of  the  car-^ 
goes  (whether  fuch  fhip  belongs  to  Holland  or  America)  to  come  at  the  faid  goods,  which  are 
not  in  any  ways  to  be  fearched  until'they  are  landed  in  die  prefence  of  feme  officers  of  the  Ad* 
miral^  Court,  who  fhall  enter  a  verbal  procefs  about  them.  Nor  (hall  it  be  peraiitted  to  fell^ 
cxthange,  or  adulterate  the  faid  goods  in  any  wife,  till  the  law  fhall  have  taken  its  courfe,  and 
the  matter  be  determined  by  the  ientence  of  the  relpe^tive  Admirally  Courts,  .pronouncing 
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S780  them  ieizable :  tbe  fhip  and  other  pacts  of  the  carga  not  pvohibtted  hf  treaty,  ffinll  not  be  de^ 
tained,  under  the  pretence  of  part  of  the  lading  being  condemned;  and  much  lefs  confifcated 
as  lawful  prizes.  But,  in  cafe  part  of  tlie  carg^  fhouid  conffli!  of  the  i^id  prohibited  goodsr 
and  the  mailer  of  theihTpfliallconfent  to  deliver  them  up  immediately^  thei\  the  captor,  hav* 
ing  taken  out  of  the  iaid  (hip  the  prohibited  gooda,  fliali  permit  the  mafter  to  continue  his 
courfc  to  the  place  of  bis  deftination  r  yet,  if  ail  the  prohibited  goods  could  not  be  taken  on 
board  the  captor,  the  latter  fhalt,  notwith&anding  the  mUfter^s  free  tender  of  t(^e  faid  goods» 
bruig  the  former  into  the  neareft  port,  where  it  (hall  be  produced  in  manner  aforefaid. 

^  XIX.  It  is  agreed  on  the  contrary,  that^ll  e&fts,.  he.  of  any  fufajeft  of  either  (late, 
found  on  any  (hip  taken  from  an  enem^y,  fuch  eiFeds,  ^c.  though  they  be  not  prohibited  by 
any  article  of  this  treaty,  (hall  be  coniidered  as  lawful  prize,  ^nd  be  difpofed  of  a»  i^f  they  be* 
longed  to  the  enemy  i  (except  only  in  eafe  the  war  ihould  aot  have  been  proclaimed,  or  not' 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  proprietorsf  of  the  faid  ef{e^,  he,)  which,  in  fuch  cafes  only^ 
fiiall  hot  be  liable  to  be  contifcated,  but  be  immediately  returned  to  the  owners,  without  any 
delay,  upon  their  making  good  their  claim ;  provided,  neyerthe}efs,  that  the  faid  goodii  are  not: 
'  of  the  kind  which  are  prohibited ;  n^r  will  it  be  lawful  to  fhip  them  afterwards,  for  any  of  the^ 
enemy's  ports  i  the  two  contrading  parties  agreeing,  moreover,  that  (ix  months,  from  the* 
date  of  a  declaration  of  war,,  will  be  con(idered  as  a  fufikient  notice  to  the  fiibje&s  of  eitlieir 
fiate,  whatever  quarter  of  the  world  they  may  come  from. ' 

XX.  In  o*dcr  to  provide  farther  for  the  fafcty  of  tlie  fubje^s  pn  both  fides,  that  neither  of 
Ihe  parties  may  be  annoyed  by  the  armed  (hips  or  privateers  belonging  to  the  pther,^  during  the 
eourfeof  a  wi^r,  paiticular  iiijuhAions  (hall  be  laid  upon  the  commanders  of  (hips  and  pri* 
vateers,  &c»  &c.  to  the  refpeAive  fubjefls  of  the  contraAing  powers,  not  to  vex  or  offer  any 
moleftation  to  any  one  of  them ;  and,  in  cafe  of  failure  herein,  the  offending  party  (hall  be 
puni(hed,  and  compelled  to  make  good  the  damage,  their  peribns  andibetunes  anfwering  for 
the  fame. 

"  XXL  All  (hips  and  effeds  retaken  from  privateers  or  pirates,  (hall  be  carried  into  feme 
•f  the  ports  belonging  tO'eidier  ftate,^  and  returned  to  the  owaers,.  upon  their  giving  fatisfac**' 
tory  proofs  of  their  riglit  to  the  faid  recaptures.  - 

.  **  XXI  r.  It  (hall  be  lawful  for  aU  commanders  of  (hips  .o|^war,  privateersy  he.  to  carry  ofF 
freely  all  (hips  and  effe£l&  taken  from  the  enemy,  without  being  fubjeft  to  pay  any  duty  or 
duties  to  the  admiralty  or  other  courts ;  nor  (hall  fuch  prizes  be  liable  to  be  detained  or  feized 
upon  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  refpe^tive  ftates :  the  fearch|ng  officers  (hall  not  be  permitted: 
to  vifit  or  fearch  the  faid  prizes  :  the  captors  whereof  will  be  at  liberty  to  put  back  to  fea,  and 
convoy  the  prizes  wherever  they  are  directed  to  be  carried ;  as  ipecified  in  the  orders  given) 
tothe  commanders  of  fuch  (hips,  privateers,  &c.  which  diey  (hail  be  obliged  to  produce*  But 
all  the  ports  of  both  ftates  (lull  be  (hut  againft  all  prizes  made  on  the  fubje£bs  of  either :  and' 
in  cafe  fuch  prizes  and  captors  (hould  be  driven  to  fome  of  the  faid  poctSi  by  (be(^  of  v?eather,. 
every  means  (hall  be  employed  to  baften  their  departure. 

*\  XXIIL  In  cafe  any  (hips,  boats,  &c.  (hould  be  wredced  or  x>cherwife  damaged  on  the- 
coafts  of  either  of  the  contrad ing  ftates,  all  aid  andaffiftance  (hall  be  given  to  die  diftrefled: 
crews,  to  whom  paifles  and  free-condu^b  fliall  be  granted  for  their  return  into*  their  owiia 
country..  ,  * 

**  XXIV.  If  a  ftip  or  Ifaips,  either  of  war,  or  e^oployed  for  the  puppofe  of  tradings  by,  one: 
«f  the  fiates,  fliould,  by  ftr^fs  <i£  weaiher,.  imminent  danger  from*  pirates,  enemies,.  &o.  be 

compelled^ 
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1780  compelled  to  take  fhcltcr  in  any  ports,  rivers,  bays,  &c.  belonging  to  the^tber,  thcy.fliah  be; 
treated  with  all  humanity,  friendfliip,  and.moft  cordial  proteftion.  Leave  fhall  be  granted 
them  to  take  in.provifions  and  refreihments  at  a  rcafonable  rate,  and  to  purchafe  whatever  they 
■  .  .  may  iland  in  need  of,  cither  for  themfelvcs  ot'for  the  purpofe  pf  repairing  the  damage  they 
may  have  fuffered,  and  alfo  for  the  continuation  of  their  voyage,  'No  obftacle  whatever  fhall 
be  laid  in  their  way  to  flop  or  detain  them  in  any  of  the  faid  .ports,  •&€.  whence  they  ihall  be 
at  liberty  to  fail,  whenever  they  may  think  fit. 

'^  XXV.  In  order  to  put  commerce  in  the  mod  ilourifhing  ftate,  it  is  agreed,  that,  in  cafe 
a  war  ihould  at  any  time  breakout  between  the  contrafting  parties,  £x  months  fhall  be  al« 
lowed  to  the  refpeftive  fuhjcAs  for  them  to  retire  with  their  families  and  property,  to  wliatever 
place  they  may  judge  ^proper;  alfo  to  be  at  liberty,  during  the  above  fpacc  of  time,  to  fell  or 
otherwife  difpofe  of  their  goods  and  chattels,  without  the  lead  hindrance  or  moleftation.  But, 
above  all,  it  is  provided,  that  the  laid  fubjeds  fball  not  be  detattied,  by  arreftment  or  feizure. 
On  the  contrary,  during  the  aforefaid  fix  months,  the  refpe£tive  ftates,  and  their  fubje£ls,  or 
-inhabitants,  fiiall  have  good  and  fpeedy  juflice  done  to  them  ;  fo  that,  during  the  faid  time, 
tliey.may  recover  their  goods  and  efFeAs,  whether  they  be  in  the  public  funds,  or  in  private 
•hands.  And  if  any  part  thereof  fhould  happen  to  be  embezzled,  or  that  any  infult  or  wrong 
•  fhould  have  been  oiFered  to  the  fubjeAs,  &c.  of  either  ftate,  the  offending  party  (hall  give  the 
immediate  and  convenient  fatisfafiion  for  fuch  embezzlement,  wrong,  or  iniult. 

**  XXVI.  The  fubjeAs,  &c  of  either  flate  (hall  abftain  from  requiring  or  accepting  any 
commiihons  or  letters  of  marque  from  any  power  then  at  war  with  either  of  the  faid  flates,  fo 
as  to  command  armed  (hips  againft  either,  and  to  their  detriment ;  and  if  any  individual  be* 
longing  to  either,  fhould  fail  herein,  he  Ihall  be  dealt  with  as  being  guilty  of  piracy. 

*<  XXVII.  It  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  any  privateer,  not  belonging  to  eitlier  of  the  contra£t- 
ing  parties,  which  might  be  A]rni(hed  with  commif&ons,  or  letters  of  marque  from  any  power, 
in  afiual  enmity  with  either  of  them,  to  £t  out  their  (hips  in  any  port  belonging  to  the  faid 
Aates,  therein  fell  their  prizes,  or  make  in  any  wife  ancxchange  of  tlieir  faid  fhips,  merclian- 
dize,  goods,  or  effects,  being  the  whole  or  part  of  the  cargo  contained  in  the  aforefaid  cap- 
tures. Nor  fhaU  the  faid  commanders  be  permitted  to  take  in  provifions,  but  juft  as  much  as 
indll  enable  them  to  reach  a^iort,  neareft  to  the  dominion  of  their  employers. 

*^  XXVIII.  Subjefis  and  inhabitants  of  both  the  contra£ting  parties  fhall  be  at  liberty  to 
oiavigate  their  fhips  (without  any  diftinftion  of  owners,  to  whom  the  cargo  or  cargoes  may 
4>elpng}  from  all  ports  whatever  belonging  to  the  powers,  diat  then  are,  or  afterwards  may  be 
in  amity  with  either  of  the  afore-mentioned  ibtes ;  as  alfo  to  trade  in  their  way  to  or  from 
fuch  places,  ports,  and  town^  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  either  party,  whether  the  faid  place 
be  within  the  jisrifdiSion  of  one  or  iDore  powers.  It  is  alfo  hereby  flipulated,  that  the  freedom 
•of  fhipping  will  be  extended  to  liie  caigoes  belonging  to  the  refpe£lfve  fubje&s  or  inhabitants 
•of  the  faid  flates,  though  the  whole,  or<part  of  the  faid  cargo  fhould  •be  the  enemy's  property. 
This  privilege  is  alfo  to  be  conftruAed  as  extending  to  all  perfons  whatever,  onboard  the  faid 
(hips  (the  military  in  the  enemy's  fervice  only  excepted)  as  well  as  contraband  goods. 

'^  XXIX.  This  article  contains  a  large  enumeration  of  the  goods  prohibited  to  be  carried  jo 

.    the  enemy,  which  ^mprehends  all  manner  of  warlike  florcs.    It  gives  alfo  an  account  of  fuch 

goods  as  may  be  lawfully  exported ;  namely,  cloathing  and  other  manufactured  goods  of  wool, 

xloth,  filks,  &c.  &c  the  matters  employed  in  manufafiuring  the  fame ;  gold  and  filver  either 

/Coined  or  in  bullion,  all  forts  of  metals.,  corni  and  feeds,  fpices,  tobacco^  meatj  fait  or  fmoak^ 
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1780  edy  and  erery  kind  of  eatables ;  in  fine»  Ihip  timber,  faik,  canvas,  and  every  efieft  whatever 
not  fafhioned  in  thefhape  of  any  tool  or  wariikt  inftrument  ufaally  employed  in  war^  either 
by  fea  or  land:  all  the  aforefaid  goods  and  wares,  Ihall  at  no  time  be  looked  upon  as  contra*^ 
band,  and  may  be  carried  by  thefubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  confederate  ftatcs,  even  to  the 
places  belonging  to  the  enemy  then  at  war  with  either  party,  e3u:epting  only  fuch  towns  and 
places,  which  might  happen  to  be  befieged,  furrounded  or  blocked  up  at  the  time  of  ikipping, 
off,  for  their  ufe,  the  faid  wares  and  goods. 

'^  XXX.  In  order  to  prevent  all  diilenfioa  and  difEcoIty  which  might  artfebetweeathe  fub^ 
jt&s  of  erther  ftate,  in  %afe  one  of  them  Ihoald  go  to  war  with  fome  other  power  or  powers^ 
the  fbrpptng,  &c.  belonging  to  the  other  party,  fhallhe  provided  witli  letters  oj  pa^s,  fpecify-  . 
ing  the  name,  cargo,  and  burthen  of  the  ihip^  together  with  the  captain  or  mailer's  name,  and  . 
thepla^e  of  his  refidence  :  that  thus  it  may  appear  that  the  (hip,  &c.  belongs  truly  to  the  faid 
fubjeAs  and  inhabitants,.  The  faid  pais  to  be  worded  as  ihall  bt  mentioned  at  the  end  of  this 
prefent  treaty. 

'*  Theie  letters,  or  pai!es,  ihall  be  renewed  every  year,  if  the  bearers  ihouM  return  to  thft: 
fame  port  within  that  time.  It  is  ferther  agreed,  that,  beiides  the  aforefaid  pafles,  certificates 
Ihall  be  given,,  mentioning  every  part  of  the  cargoes,  the  refpefti ve  places  from  and  to  which.* 
fach'ihips  may  be  bound.  The  faid  certificaties  to  be  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form,  before  the. 
officers  of  the  place  from  whence  the  faid  ihips  are  to  fail ;  and  the  faid  officers  ihall  be  at: 
liberty  to  mention,  by  name,  tf  they  think  it  expedient^  the  owners  of  the  caigo  or  cargoes. 

**  XXXL  The  commanders  or  owners  of  ihips  belonging  to  the  contra&ing  parties,  enter- 
ing  into  any  of  the  roads  of  either  of 'the  faid  ftates,  who  may  not  think  prpper  to  enter  into 
port ',  or,  when  entered,  will  not  chufe  to  unload  either  the  whole  or  part  of  their  cargo^  iha  £ 
not  be  compelled:  to  declare  in  what  it  coniifts^  unleia  a  well  grounded  fufpicion  fhould  arife^ 
en  fome  evident  circumflances,  of  their  being  laden  for  the  enemy,  or  carrying. from  oife  of, 
the  confederate  fbtes,  to  the  other,  any  prohibited  goods ;  in  which  cafe,  fuch  commanders, 
owiters,  or  inhabitants,  fhall  be  obliged  to  (hew  their  pailports  and  certificates^  drawn  up  ta 
the  manner  hereafter  mentioned. 

**  XXXII.  When  the  ihips,  belonging  t&  either  flate,  failing  coaftways,  or  otherwife, 
ihall  be  met  by  the  ihips  of  war,  privateers,  &e.  of  the  other  party,  in  order  to  prevent  mif-^ 
chief,  the  latter  fhall  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  the  guns,  though  it  will  be  lawful  for  them  to 
fend  their  boats  to  board  the  above  iaid  merchantmen,  not  fuffering  above  two  or  three  men 
at  a  time  to  get  on  board  to  them.  The  mafter  or  commander  of  the  faid  ihjp,  ihall  prefent 
his  pailports,  conformably  to  the  tenor  hereafter  recited.  After  which,  the  faid  ihip,  or  mer- 
chantman, fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  continue  its  voyage,  without  being  fearched,  chafed,  or: 
obliged  to  alter  its  courfe,  or  otherwife  molefled,  under  any  pretence  whatfoever. 

**  XXXIII.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  all  goods  and  efie£ls  whatever,  being.once  put  on 
board  of  a  fhip,  or  fhips,  belonging  to  either  of  the  contrafting  parties,  ihall  not  be  liable  to« 
a  fecond  viiit,  orfearch,  after  having  undergone  that  which  muft  precede  the  lading  of  fuch 
ihips ;  as  all  prohibited  goods  mufl  be  flopped  on  the  very  fpot,  before  they,  are  fuffirred  to  be 
"  carried  on  board  the  fhips  belonging  to  either  party ;  the  dime  not  being  liable  to  any  other 
kind  of  embargo  for  the  aforefaid  caufe.  And  the  fubje£ls  of  either  flate,  where  fuch  eSeSts 
ihall,  or  fhould  have  been  feized  upon,  fhall  be  puniihed  for  importing  the  fame,  according 
to  the  manner  provided  by  the  laws,  cufloms,  and.  ordinances  of  his  own  native  country^ 

"  XXXIV,  Tha 
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^*  XXXIV,  th*  coAttliftittg  parties  tnfutually  igree,  that  they  fhaU  be  at  liberty  to  havir 
their  refjp^ftivfr  tonftik,  tice-confak,  cohnnilTaries,  and  other  agents^  appointed  by,  and  for 
each  patty,  l^hek  fortAlpns  and  officers  ihall  be  regulated  by  a  parttcdlar  convention^  when- 
ever either  of  the  contrattiftg  powers  fhtAl  think  proper  to  appoint  fuch  officers. 

^*  Here  follows  the  fofra  of  th>5  paflJ)ort  and  certificate,  the  intention  and  purport  of  which, 
are  fufficiently  explained  in  the  tliirtitth  ^tticlt  of  this  treaty.^* 

This  difcovery  gave  fo  much  and  fuch  juft  offence  to  our  court,  that  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  on 
the  tenth  of  November,  prefented  the  following  memorial  to  the  States  General 

*<  The  King,  my  mafter,  has,  tlirough  the  whole  courfc  of  his  reign,  (hewed  the  moft 
fincere  defire  to  preferve  the  union  which  has  fubfiftcd  upwards  of  a  century,  between  his 
crown  and  the  republic.  This  union  is  founded  on  the  diu*able' balls  of  a  reciprocal  intereft, 
and  as  it  has  greatly  contributed  to  tlie  welfare  of  both  nations,  the  natural  enemy  both  of  the 
one  and  the  other  is  uling  his  utmoft  policy  to  deftroy  it ;  and  for  fotoc  time  paft  his  endea- 
vours have  been  but  too  fucccfsful,  being  fuppoitcd  by  a  fadion  that  aiihs  at  domineering  over 
the  republic,  and  which  is  at  all  times  ready  to  facrifice  the  general  intereft  to  their  own 
private  views. 

.  **  The  King  has  beheld,  with  equal  regret  and  furprife,  the  fmall  cffeA  wh^ch  his  repeated 
claims  for  the  ftipulated  fuccours,  and  the  reprefentations  of  his  ambaflador  on  the  daily  vioIa« 
tion  of  the  moft  folemn  engagements,  have  produced. 

^*  His  Maje%^s  moderation  has  induced  him  to  attribute  this  condud  of  your  High  Migh« 
tinefTes  to  intrigues  of  a  prevailing  faftion ;  and  he  would  ftill  perfuade  himfelf,  that  your  juf* 
tice  and  difcernment  will  determine  you  to  fulfil  ybur  engagements  towards  him,  and  to  prove 
by  your  whole  condud,  that  you  are  refolved  vigorouily  to  adhere  to  the  fyftem  formed  by  the 
-wifdom  of  your  anceflors^  which  is  the  only  one  that  can  fecure  the  iafety  and  glory  of  the 
republic. 

**  The  anfwer  which  your  High  Mightineflfes  return  to  this  declaration,  which  the  tinder- 
ligned  makes  by  the  exprefs  order  of  his  court,  will  be  confider^d  as  the  touchftone  of  your 
intentions  and  fentimcnts  refpefting  the  King. 

<'  For  a  long  time  paft  the  King  has  had  innumerable  indications  of  the  dangerous  defigns 
t>f  an  unruly  cabal ;  but  the  papets  of  Mr.  Laurens,  who  ftiles  himfelf  Prcffident  of  the  pre« 
tended  Congrefs,  furnifhes  the  cUfcovery  of  a  plot,  unisxampled  in  all  Che  annals  of  the  repub* 
lie.  It  appears  by  thefe  papers,  that  the  gentlemen  of  Amfterdam  have  been  eilgaged  in  a  clan* 
-dcftine  correfport^ence  with  the  American  rebels,  ftom  the  month  of  Auguft,  1778,  and  that 
infhruftions  and  full  powers  had  been  given  by  fhcm  for  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty  of  indifput- 
able  amity,  with  thofe  rebels,  who  are  the  fubjcds  of  a  fovcreign  to  whom  the  republic  is 
united  by  the  clofeft  engagements.  The  author's  of  this  ^lot  do  not  even  attempt  to  deny  it, 
but,  oh  the  contrary,  vainly  endeavour  to  juftify  their^condtift. 

**  In  thefe  circumftahces,  his  Majefty,  rtlying  On  the  equity  of  your  High  Migh-tineflcs, 
•demands  a  formal  difavowal  of  fuch  irregular  conduft,  which  is  no  lefs  contrary  to  your  moft 
lacred  engagements,  than  to  th^  fundamental  laws  of  the  conftitution  of  Batavia«  The  King 
demaiids  equally  a  prompt  (atisfa£^ion  proporfioMd  to  the  offence,  and  an  exempilary  punifh- 
ixient  on  the  Penfroner  Van  Berkel,  and  his  aCcoidplices,  as  difturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and 
viohitots  of  the  law  of  nations. 

•*  His  Majefty  perfuades  himfelf,  thait  the  anfwer  of  your  High  Mightinefles  will  be  fpeedy 
M,d  £itis£iftbry  in  all  refpefts  ;  but  Ihould  the  contrary  happen ;  if  you  fhould  refufe  fo  juft  a 

demand^ 
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J786  demanidv  or  endeavour  to  6\\idc  h  by  filmoe  which  will  be  regarded  as  a  fefdfal,  then  the  King 
cannot  bat  confider  the  republic  itfelf,  as  approving  of  thofe  outrages  which  they  refufe  to  dif- 
avow  and  to  punifli ;  and,  after  fach  condaft,  his  Majefty  will  find  hiiafelf  under  the  neceflity 
of  Uking  thofe  tneafures,  which  the  prefervation  of  his  own  dignity,  and  the  efiential  interefU 
of  his  people  demand.  (Signed  J  ^ 

**Jo8BphYoilke.** 

No  immediate  anfwer  being  given  by  the  States  General  to  this  memorial,  the  demand  con« 
tainedin  it  was  prefledby  the  Britifh  ambaflador  in  repeated  conferences  ;  and,  on  the  12th  of 
December,  heprefented  a  fecond  memorial,  which  concludes  in  the  following  manner. 

^f  In  deliberating  upon  that  memorial,  to  which  the  under-figned  here  requires  an  immediate 
and  fatisfa£tory  anfwer  in  every  refpeA,  your  High  Mightinefles  will  doubtlcfs  confider,  that 
the  affair  is  of  the  laft  importance ;  that  it  relates  to  the  complaint  of  an  offended  fovereign  ; 
that  the  ofience,  for  which  he  demands  an  exemplary  punifhraent,  and  a  complete  fatisfiiftion, 
is  a  violation  of  the  Batavian  conftitution,  of  which  the  King  is  a  guarantee  ;  an  infira&ion  of 
the  public  faith ;  an  attempt  againft  the  dignity  of  his  crown.  The  King  has  never  imagined, 
that  your  High  Mightinefies  had  appr&ved  of  a  treaty  with  his  rebellious  fubje£t$ :  that  had 
been  raifing  the  buckler  on  your  part,  and  would  have  been  a  declaration  of  war.  But  the  of- 
fence has  been  committed  by  the  magiftrates  of  a  city,  which  makes  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
Hate ;  and  it  belongs  to  the  fovereign  power  to  punifh  and  give  fatisfa£tion  for  it* 

**  His  Majefty,  by  the  complaints  made  by  his  ambafiadar,  has  placed  the  punilhment  and 
the  reparation  in  the  hands  of  your  High  Mightinefies;  and  it  will  not  be  till  the  laft  extre- 
mity, Uiatistofay,  in  the  cafe  of  a  denialof  joftice,  oroffilence,  which  miMt  be  interpreted 
as  a  refufal,  that  the  King  will  take  them  upon  himfclf.^' 

To  this  memorial  no  other  anfwer  was  given,  than  it  would  be  taken  into  confideration 
according  to  the  uiages  and  forms  cuftomary  in  fuch  matters,  and  that  a  reply  would  be  given 
as  foon  as  the  nature  of  their  government  would  admit.  This  anfwer,  however,  not  proving 
fatisfaftory  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  it  came  to  the  refoliuion  of  recalling  the  Britifh  am- 
bafiador  from  the  Hague,  and  of  proceeding  to  immediate  hoftilities  againft  the  fubjeds  of  the 
United  Provinces  4  and^  on  the  20tte^  December,  the  foilowing^manifefto  was  publifhed, 

,    .  .  **   G&OR-GE   R. 

«  Through  the  whole  courfe  of  our  reign,  our  conduft  towards  the  States  General  of  the 
tJnited  Provinces  has  been  that  of  a  fincere  friend  and  faithful  ally.  Had  they  adhered  to  thofe 
^ife  principles  which  ufed  to  govern  the  republic,  they  muft  have  fhewn  themfelves  equally 
iblicitous  to  maintain  the  friendship  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations,  and 
iwhicb  is  efiential  to  the  interefts  of  both:  but,  from  the  prevalence  of  a  faction  devoted  to 
France,  and  following  the  diftates  of  that  court,  a  very  different  policy  has  prevailed.  The 
return  made  to  our  friendfliip,  for  fome  time  pad;  has  been  an  open  contempt  of  the  mofi: 
iblemn  engagements,  and  a  repeated  violation  of  the  public  faith.  On  the  commencement  of 
the  defenfive  war,  in  which  we  found  ourfelves  engaged  by  the  aggreifion  of  France,  we  (hew- 
ed a  tender  regard  for  the  interefts  of  the  States  General,  and  a  defire  of  fecuring  to  their  fab- 
je£ls  every  .advantage  of  trade,  confident  with  the  great  and  juft  principle  of  our  own  defence. 
Our  ambailador  was  inftrufbed  to  dfier  a  friendly  tiegociation,  to  obviate  every  thing  that 
might  lead  to  difagreeable  difcuffion ;  and  to  this  offer  folenmly  made  by  him  to  the  States 
<jeneral,  the  fecond  of  November,  1778,  -no  attention  was  paid.  After  the  number  of  out 
^enemies  increafed  by  the  aggceifioa  of  Spain,  equally  unprovoked  with  that  of  France,  we 
VaL.  IV^.  R  r  found 
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1780  found  it  neceflarjr  to  call  upon  the  States  General  for  the  performance  of  their  engagements^ 
The  fifth  article  of  the  perpetual  defcnfive  alliance  between  our  crown  and  the  States  General^ 
concluded  sit  Weftminfter  the  third  of  March,  1678^  beiides  the  general  engagements  for  fuc-^ 
courSy  exprefs.ly  ftipulates,  **  That  that  party  of  the  two  allies  which  is  not  attacked,  ihall  be 
obliged  to  break  with  the  aggreflbr  in  two  months  after  the  party  attacked  fhall  require  it.'/ 
Yet  two  years  have  palled  without  the  leaft  affiftance  given  to  us,  without  a  (ingle  fyllabie  in-, 
anfwerto  our  repeated  demands.  So  totally  regardlefs  have  the  States  been  of  their  treaties^ 
with  us,  that  they  readily  promifed  our  enemies  to  obferve  a  neutrality  in  direft  contradiAioa 
to  thofe  engagements ;  and  whilft  they  have  with-held  from  us  the  fuccours  they  were  bound 
to  furnifh,  every  fecret  alEftance  has  been  given  the  enemy ;  and  inland  duties  have  been  taken 
off,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  facilitating  the  carriage  of  naval  flores  to  France.'' 

*<  In  direfl  and  open  violation  of  treaty,  they  fuffered  an  American  pirate  to  remain  feveral 
weeks  in  one  of  their  ports,  and  even  permitted  a  part  of  his  crew  to  mount  guard  in  a  fort  ia 
rthe  Texel.  In  the  Eafl  Indies,  the  fubjcflss  of  the  States  General,  in  concert  with  France^ 
have  endeavoured  to  raife  up  enemies  againft  us.  In  the  Wefl  Indies,  particularly  at  St» 
Euilatia,  every  protection  and  aflifiance  has  been  given  to  our  rebellious  fubjefts.  Their  pri- 
vateers are  openly  received  in  the  Dutch  harbours ;  allowed  to  refit  there ;  fupplied  with  arms 
and  ammunition ;  their  crews  recruited ;  their  prizes  brought  in  and  fold  ;  and  all  this  indiredk 
viojation  of  as  clear  and  folemn  fiipulations  as  can  be  made.. 

^^  This  conduct,  fb  inconfiftent  with  aU  good  faith,  fo  repugnant  to  the  fenfe  of  the  wifeft 
part  of  the  Dutch  nation^  is  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  prevalence  of  the  leading  magHlrates 
of  Amfterdam,  whofe  fecret  correfpondence  with  our  rebellious  fubjefts  was  fufpefted,  long 
before  it  was  made  known  by  the  fortunate  difcovery  of  a  treaty,  the  firfl  article  of  which  is : 
^  There  (hall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  univerfal  peace  and  fincere  friendfhip,  between  their 

*  High  Migbtinef&s  the  States  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  and  the  United 

*  States  of  North  America,  and  the  fubjefts  and  people  of  the  faid  parties ;  and  between  the 

*  countries,  idands^  cities  and  towns,  fituated  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  faid  United  States 
■  of  Holland,  and  the  faid  United  States  of  America,  and  tte^  people  and  inhabitants  thereof> 

*  of  every  degree,  without  exception  of  perfons  ^pd  places/  This  treaty  was  (igned  in  Sep-> 
tember,  1778,  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the  Penfionary  of  Amfterdam,  and  other  principal  ma- 
giftrates  of  that  city.  They  liow  not  only  avow  the  whole  tranfaftion,  but  glory  in  it,  and 
exprefsly  fay,  even  to  the  States  General,  that  what  they  did,  *  was  what  their  indifpehfable 

*  duty  required.*  In  the  mean  time,  the  States  General  declined  to  give  any  anfwer  to  the 
memorial  prefented  by  our  ambafTador ;  and  this  refufal  was  aggravated  by  their  proceeding 
upon  other  bii(ine£i,  nay^  upon  the  confideration  of  this  very  fubjeft  to  internal  purpofes  i 
and,  while  they  found  it  impoiEble  to  approve  the  conduft  of  their  fubjefts,  they  ftill  induf* 
trioufly  avoided  to  give  us  the  fatisfaftion  fo  manifeftly  due. 

<«  We  had  every  right  to  expeft,  that  fuch  a  difcovery  would  have  roufed  them  to  a  juft  in- 
dignation at  the  infult  offered  to  us  and  to  themfelves ;  and  that  they  would  have  been  eager 
to  give  us  full  and  ample  fatisfaftion  for  the  offence,  and  to  infiift  the  fevereft  puni(hmeQt 
upon  the  offenders.  The  urgency  of  the  bufinefs,  made  an  inftant  anfwer  eflential  to  the 
honour  and  iafety  of  this  country.  The  demand  was  accordingly  prefied  by  our  ambafiador 
in  repeated  conferences  with  the  minifters;  and,  in  a  fecond  memorial^  it  was  prefled  with  all 
t})e  earneftnefs  which  could  proceed  from  our  ancient  friend(hip,  and  the  fenfe  of  recent  in« 

juries  J 
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X780  juries ;  and  the  anfwcr  now  given  to  a  memorial  on  fuch  a  fubjeCt,  delivered  about  five  weeks 
ago,  is,  *  That  the  States  have  taken  it  ^^/ rr/ir^/^^/ttwi/  Such  an  anfwer,  upon  fuch  an  occa* 
lion,  could  only  be  didated  by  the  fixed  purpofe  of  hoftility  meditated,  and  already  refolved 
by  the  States,  induced  by  the  offenfive  councils  of  Amfierdam  thus  to  countenance  the  hoftile 
aggreflion,  which  the  magiftrates  of  that  city  have  made  in  the  name  of  the  republic 

**  There  is  an  end  to  the  faith  of  all  treaties  with  them,  if  Amfierdam  may  ufurp  the  fovereign 
power,  may  violate  thofe  treaties  with  impunity,  by  pledging  the  States  to  engagements  diredtly 
contrary,  and  leaguing  the  republic  with  the  rebels  of  a  fovercign  to  whom  (he  is  bound  by  the 
clofeft  ties.  An  infradion  of  the  law  x>f  nations^  by  the  meaneft  member  of  any  country^ 
gives  the  injured  date  a  right  to  demand  fatisfaAion  and  punifhment :  how  much  more  fo, 
when  the  injury  complained  of  i$  a  flagrant  violation  of  public  faith,  committed  by  leading  and 
predominant  members  in  the  Aate?  Since  then  the  fatisfa£tion  we  have  demanded  is  not  given, 
we  muft,  though  moft  reluctantly,  do  ourielves  that  juflice  which  we  cannot  otherwife  obtain  : 
we  muft  coniider  the  States  General  as  parties  in  the  injury  which  they  will  not  repair,  as 
iharcrs  in  the  aggreflion  which  they  refufe  to  punifh,  and  muft  aft  accordingly.  We  have, 
therefore,  ordered  our  ambaflador  to  withdraw  from  the  Hague,  and  (ball  immediately  purfue 
^uch  vigorous  meafures  as  the  occaiion  fully  juftiiies,  and  our  dignity  and  the  eflential  interefts 
of  our  people  require.  From  a  regard  to  the  Dutch  nation  at  large,  we  wifli  it  were  poflible  to 
direft  thofe  meafures  wholly  againft  Amfierdam ;  but  this  cannot  be,  unlefs  the  States  General 
will  immediately  declare,  that  Amfierdam  fhall,  on  this  occafion,  receive  no  al&ftance  from 
them,  but  be  left  to  abide  the  confequences  of  its  aggreflion. 

**  While  Amfierdam  is  fnffered  to  prevail -in  the  general  councils,  and  is  backed  by  the 
'  firength  of  the  State,  it  is  impoflible  to  refift  fo  confiderable  a  part,  without  contending  with 
the  whole.  But  we  are  too  fenfible  of  the  common  interefis  of  both  countries,  not  to  re- 
member, in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  conteft,  that  the  only  point  to  be  aimed  at  by  us,  is  to  raife  a 
difpoiition  in  the  councils  of  the  republic  to  return  to  our  ancient  union»  by  giving  us  that 
fatisfaftion  for  the  paft  and  fecurity  for  the  future,  which  we  fhall  be  as  ready  to  receive  as 
they  can  be  to  offer,  and  to  the  attainment  of  which  we  fhall  direft  all'our  operations.  We 
mean  only  to  provide  for  our  own  fecurity,  by  defeating  the  dangerous  defigns  that  have  beea 
formed  againfi  us-  We  fliall  ever  be  dilpofed  to  return  .to  friend fliip  with  the  States  General, 
when  they  fincerely  revert  to  that  fyftem  which  the  wifdom  of  their  ancefiors  formed,  and 
which  has  now  been  fubverted  by  a  powerful  faftion,  confpiring  with  France  againfi  the  true 
interefis  of  the  republic,  no  lefs  than  againfi  thofe  of  Great  Britain^'* 

**  G.  R,'* 

Thus  another  enemy  was  addjgd  to  the  formidable  combination  already  fubiifiing  agaiofi  this 
country ;  an  enemy,  whofe  proximity  and  maritime  firength  greatly  increafed  the  dangers  * 
with  which  Great  Britain  was  already  furrounded.  It  was  not,  however,  without  the  utmoft 
aftonifliment,  that  the  politicians  of  Europe  beheld  a  conneftion  formed  between  the  Heufe 
J  of  Bourbon  and  the  United  Provinces.  The  very  great  inconveniencies  to  which  tlicy  expof- 
ed  themfelves,  by  fuch  a  meafurCj  were  manifeft,  while  the  utility  refulting  firom  it  was  very 
problematicd.  In  the  opinion  of  the  unprejudiced,  it  feemed,  at  beft,  to  produce  but  a  mo^ 
mentary  advantage,  and  threatened  to  fubjeft  them  to  difadvantages  in  future,  which  would 
more  than  counterbalance  any  prefent  benefit  they  might  derive  from  it.  Their  alliance  with 
America  was  confldered,  at  the  fame  time,  as  a  meafure  diftated  by  the  intrigues  of  France, 

R  r  2  and 
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1780  and  taken  op  in  a  fit  of  refentment  for  the  obftruftions  they  had  met  with  in  the  pro(ectitiooi 
of  their  commercial  fchemes  with  both:  thus,  inftead  of  attending  to  the  eflential  and  long; 
efiablifhed  maxims  of  dieir  policy,  they  were  led  away  by  the  prirate  views  of  their  merchants 
and  traders,  whofe  tranfient  benefit  was  unhappily  confulted  in  preference  to  the  permanent 
xntereftof  the  State. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Englifh  nation  feemed  to  approve  of  the  condiid  of  government  o» 
thb  occafion,  and  to  think  that  the  behaviour  of  the  Dutch,  at  the  prefent  crifis,  rendered 
hoftilities  juftifiable  and  necefiiry.  But  there  were  many,  alfo,  who  thought,  that  a  war  with: 
Holland  was  an  evil  of  too  great  itiagnitude  to  be  haftily  undertaken ;  efpecially  at  a  time,, 
when  Great  Britain  had  already  fo  many  enemies  to  contend  with ;  who  confidered  the  injury 
and  the  diminution  which  the  Englifh  commerce  muft  fuftain  from  a  rupture  with  'Holland  -^ 
and  who  thought,  that  the  conduft  of  the  Britifh  mintftry  in  this  tranfaftion,  had  not  been 
charafierized  by  that  wifdom  and  moderation,  which  ieemed  to  be  indifpenfably  requifite  ia 
the  prefent  very  -critical  and  dangerous  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  fifth  of  Odober,  in  this  year,  his  Majefty's  vefiels  the  Refolution  and  the  Difcovery 
anchored  at  the  Nore,  from  the  celebrated  voyage  of  circumnavigation  which  has  done  fa 
much  honour  to  the  mind  that  projedcd,  the  nation  that  encouraged,  and  the  naval  officers 
that  executed  it.  Captain  Cook,  who  conduftedi.it  with  fo  mudi  fortitude,  perfeverance  and 
ability,  unfortunately  for-bis  country,  loft  his  life  in  the  courfe  of  it.  But,  in  a  work  of  a 
commercial  nature,  we  fliould  be  very  juftly  accufed  of  inattention  to  its  principal  objeft,  iF 
the  difcoveries  made  in  the  feveral  voyages  undertaken  by  this  great  navigator,  were  to  pafs 
tinnoticed  by  us.     We  fhall,  therefore,  give  a  fliort  abftraft  of  them» 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year  1767,  it  was  refolved  by  the  Royal  Society,  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  fend  perfons  into  fome  part  of  the  South  Sea,  to  obferve  a  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus  over 
the  funs  difk,  which,  according  to  aftronomical  calculation,  would  happen  in  the  year  1769  ; 
and,  that  the  iflands  called  Marquefas  de  Mendoza,  or  thofe  of  Rotterdam  or  Amfterdam,  were 
the  propereft  places  then  known  for  making  fuch  obfervation.  In  confequence  of  thefe  refo- 
lutions,  it  was  recommended  to  his  Majefty,  in  a  memorial  from  the  Society,  dated  February, 
1768,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  order  fuch  an  obfervation  to  be  madi^;  upon  which- bis  Ma- 
jefty fignified  to  the  Lords  Conamiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  his  pleafure,  that  a  fhip  Ihould  be 
,  provided  to  carry  fuch  obfervers,  as  the  Society  fhould  think  fit,  to  the  South  Seas;  and,  ac-- 
cordingly,  a  vef&l  of  370  tons  was  prepared  for  that  purpofe.  It  was  named  the  Endeavour^ 
and  commanded  by  Captain  James  Cook,  who  was  foon  after,  by  the  Royal  Society,  appoint* 
cd  with  Mr*  Charles  Green,  a  gentleman  who  had  long  been  an  afliftant  to  Dr.  Bradley,  at  the 
Royal  Obfervatory  at  Greenwich,  to  obferve  the  tranfit*  Captain  Cook  accordingly  fet  fail 
from  Plymouth  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1768,  accompanied  in  his  voyage  by  Sir  Jofepb  Banksy 
the  prefent  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  Dr.  Solander.  They  made  no  difcovery  til£ 
they  got  within  the  Tropics,  where  they  fell  in  with  Lagoon  Ifland,  two  groups  of  idands^ 
Bird  Ifland,  and  Chain  Ifland,  and  they  arrived,  on  the  r3th  of  April,  1769,  at  Otaheite^ 
where  they  had  been  inftru£ked  to  make  their  obfervations,  as  a  more  proper  place  for  the  pur- 
pofe than  thofe  which  had  been  firft  fuggefted.  During  their  ftay  at  that  ifknd,  they  had  the- 
opportunity  of  making  very  accurate  enquiries  relative  to  its  produce  and  inhabitants,  and,  oi> 
the  4th  of  June,  tbe  whole  paflage  of  the  planet  Venus  over  the  ftm's  difk  was  obferved  by 
Ihemy  widi  great  advantage.    The  refult  of  their  obfervations  may  be  found  in  the  Fhilofo^ 
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1780  phical  Traufadrons.  After  his  departure  from  Otaheite,  Captain  Cook  di(covere<I  and  vifite4 
the  Society  Iflands  and  Oheteroa,  and  thence  proceeded  to  the  fouth  till  he  arrived  in  the  lati* 
tude  of  40  degrees,  22  minutes ;  longitude  147  degrees,  29  minutes,  W. ;  and  afterwards 
made  an  accurate  furvey  of  New  Zealand.  In  November,  he  difcovered  a  chain  of  iflands, 
which  he  called  Barrier  Iflands.  He  afterwards  proceeded  to  New  Holland,  and  from  thence 
to  New  Guinea ;  and  in  September,  1770,  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Savu^  from  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Batavia>  sind  from  thence  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  England,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  12th  of  June,  1771.         • 

Soon  after  Captain  Cook's  return  home  in  the  Endeavour,  it  was  refolved  to  equip  two 
fhips  in  order,  to  make  further  difcoveries  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere.    Accordingly  the  Re- 
folution  and  Adventure  were  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  the  firft  was  commanded  by  Captaitt 
Cook,  and  the  latter  by  Captain  Tobias  Furneaux.     They  failed  from  Plymouth  Sound  on 
the  13th  of  July,  1772,  and,  on  tlie  29th  of  the  fame  month,  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Madeira* 
From  thence  they  proceeded  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  in  February,  1773,  arrived  at 
New  Zealand,  having  fought  in  vain  for  a  fouthern  continent.     In  that  month  the  Rcfolution 
and  Adventure  feparated^  in  confequence  of  a  thick  fog,  but  joined  company  again  in  Queen 
Charlotte's  Sound,  on  the  i8th  of  May  following.    In  Auguft  they  arrived  at  Otaheite;  and 
jn  September  they  difcovered  Hervey*s  Ifland.     On  the  2d  of  Oftober  they  came  to  Middle* 
burgh,  one  of  the  Friendly  Ifles,  and  about  the  clofe  of  that  month,  the  two  fl^ips  were  again 
feparated  and  did  not  join  company  any  more.     Captain  Cook,  however,  proceeded  in  the 
Refolution,  in  order  to  make  difcoveries  in  the  fouthern  polar  regions,  but  was  flopped  in  hi& 
progrefs  by  the  ice,  in  the  latitude  of  71  degrees,   10  minutes  fouth;  longitude  to6  degrees^ 
54  minutes  weft.    He  then'  proceeded  to  Eafter  Ifland,  where  he  arrived  in  March,  i774r 
where  he  did  alfo  in  the  fame  month  at  the  Marquefas  Iflands.*    He  afterwards  difcovered  four 
Iflands,  which  he  named  Fallifer's  Iflands,  and  again  fleered  for  Otaheite,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  22d  of  April,  and  vifited  the  neighbouring  ifles.    In  Augufl  he  can^  to  the  New  He- 
brides, fome  of  which  were  firft  difcovered  by  him  :  after  leaving  thefe  iflands,  he  fleered  to 
the  fouthward  for  a  few  days  and  difcovered  New  Caledonia.     Having  furveyed  the  fouth  wefl 
coaft  of  this  ifland,  Captain  Cook  fleered  again  for  New  Zealand,  in  order  to  refrefh  his  crev^^ 
&c,  and  put  his  fhip  in  a  condition  to  encounter  the  dangers  attending  the  navigation  in  the 
high  fouthern  latitudes.     Dire£ling  his  courfe  to  the  fouth  eafl,  after  leaving  New  Zealand^ 
till  he  arrived  in  tlie  latitude  of  55  degrees,  6  minutes  fouth;  longitude  138  degrees,  56 
minutes  weft,  without  meeting  with  any  continent.  Captain  Cook  gave  up  all  hopes  of  dif- 
covering  any  in  this  ocean ;  and,  therefore,  came  to  a  refolution  to  fteer  diredlly  for  the  weft 
entrance  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  with  a  view  of  coafling  and/urveying  the  outermoft  or  fouth 
fide  of  Terra  del  Fucgo.    Keeping,  accordingly,  in  about  the  latitude  of  53^  or  55,  and  fteering 
nearly  eaft,  he  arrived  off  the  weftern  mouth  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  without  meeting  with 
any  thing  remarkable  in  his  new  courfe.     In  January,  1775,  he  difcovered  a  large  and  dreary 
ifland,  to'inrbich  he  gave  the  nam^  of  South  Georgia.     He  afterwards  difcovered  various  capes 
and  elevated  fnow-clad  coafts,  to  the  moft  fouthern  part  of  which  he  gave  the  name  of  the 
Southern  Thule,  as  being  the  neareft  land  to  that  Pole  which  had  been  yet  difcovered.    In 
February,  he  difcovered  Sandwich  Land  and  feveral  iflands  covered  with  fnow.     He  then  pro* 
ceeded  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  England,  where  he  arrived  on  the  30th  of  July,  1775^ 
Captain  Furneaux  had  returned  to  England  in  the  Advehture  a  year  before.     As  to  Captain 
Cook,  in  the  courfe  of  his  voyage  in  the  Refolution,  he  had  made  the  circuit  of  the  fouthern 
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1780  ocean  in  an  high  latitude,  and  had  traverfed  It  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave  not  tlte  leaft  roost 
for  poflibility  of  there  being  a  fouthem  continent,  unlefs  near  the  Pole  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  navigation.  Itdeferves  alfo  to  be  remembered,  in  honour  of  that  able  comaander  Captain 
Cook,  that,  with  a  company  of  1 1 8  men,  be  performed  this  voyage  of  diree  years  and  eighteen, 
days,  throughout  aU  the  climates  from  52  degrees  north,  to  7 1  degrees  fouth,  with  the  lofs  of 
only  one  man  by  ficknefs ;  which  extraordinary  circuftance  arofe  from  the  ^reat  humanity  of 
that  officer,  and  his  uncommon  care  and  attention  to  the  health  of  his  crew. 

Another  voyage  of  difcovery,  and  the  laiV,  was  performed  by  Captain  Cook  and  Captain 
Clerke,  in  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery,  during  the  years  1776,  1777,  1778,  1779,  &c.  in 
fearchofa  north  weft  paflage  between  the  continents  of  Afia  and  America.   "After  they  had 
arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  proceeded  from  thence  to  New  Holland.     In  their 
courfe  they  difcovered  two  iflands,  which  Captain  Cook  called  Prince  Edward's  Ifles.     The 
largeft,  about  15  leagues  in  circuit,  is  in  latitude  46,  53  fouth,  longitude  37,  46.     The  other^ 
about  nine  leagues  in  circuit,  latitude  46,  40,  and  longitude  38,  8  eaft,  both  barren  andalmoft 
covered  with  fnow.     From  New  Holland  they  went  to  New  Zealand,  and  afterwards  vifited 
the  Friendly  and  Society  Ifles.    On  the  7th  of  February,  being  nearly  in  latitude  44  degrees^ 
33  minutes  north,  and  longitude  235  degrees,  36  minutes  eaft,  they  faw  part  of  the  American 
■  continent  bearing  north  eaft.     They  afterwards  difcovered  King  George's  Sound,  which  is 
iituated  on  the  north  weft  coaft  of  America,  and  is  exteniive :  that  part  of  it  where  the  (hips 
under  the  command 'of  Captain  Cook  anchored,  is  in  latitude  49  degrees^  36  minutes  north, 
and  longitude  233  degrees,  28  minutes  eaft.     On  the  12th  of  May^  they  difcovered  Sandwich 
Sound  in  latitude  59  degrees,  54  minutes  north.     They  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  Ifland 
Unalafchka ;  and,  after  their  departure  from  thence,  ftill  continued  to  trace  the  American  - 
<:oaft,  till  they  difcovered  the  Strait  which  feparates  it  from  the  continent  of  Afia.    They  pafted 
the  Strait,  and  arrived,  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  1778,  in  latitude  70  degrees,  54  minutes, 
longitude  194  degrees,  55  minutes,  where  they  found  themfelves  furrounded  with  ice,  and  the 
farther  they  proceeded  to  the  eaftward,  they  found  the  ice  increafe  in  refiftance  and  firmnefs. 
They  continued  labouring  among  the  ice  till  the  25th,  when  it  was  refolvcd,  that  as  this  paf- 
fage  was  impraAicable  for  any  ufeful  purpofe  of  navigation,  which  was  the  great  objeft  of  the 
voyage,  it  Ihould  be  profecuted  no  farther.     The  voyage,  indeed,  afforded  fufficient  evidence, 
that  no  prafticabie  paiTage  exifls  between  tlw  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  towards  the  north, 
and  it  alfo  ascertained  the  weftern  boundaries  of  tlie  great  continent  of  America.    On  their  re- 
turn, this  celebrated  and  able  navigator  Capuin  Cook  was  killed  in  an  affray  with  the  natives, 
on  the  Ifland  of  O'why'hce,  one  of  the  Sandwich  Ifles,  on  the  14th  of  February,  17791  leaving   - 
a  name  to  be  enrolled  with  Columbus  and  Vaiquez  de  Gama,  with  Magellan,  Dampier  and 
Anfon.     After  tlie  death  of  Captain  Cook,  the  command  devolved  on  Captain  Clerke,  who 
died  at  ica  on  his  return  to  the  fouth wafd,  on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  1779. 

Perhaps,  no  fcience  ever  received  greater  additions  from  the  labours  of  a  finglc  man,  than 
geography  lias  done  from  thoOb  of  Captain  Cook.  In  his  firft  voyage  to  the  South  Seas,  he 
difcovered  the  Society  Iflands ;  determined  the  infularity  of  New  Zealand ;  difcovered  the 
ftraits  which  feparatcd  the  two  iflands  and  are  called  after  his  name,  and  made  a  complete  furvey 
of  both.  He  afterwards  explored  the  eaftern  coaft  of  New  Holland,  hitherto  unknown,  an 
extent  of  ^degorpet  of  latitude,  or  upwards  of  2»ooo  miles. 

In  hi€  fecond  expedition,  he  refolved  the  great  problem  of  a  fouthem  continent,  having 
tsaverfed  that  hemifphere  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  leave  a  poflibility  of  its  exiftence,  unlefs 

near 
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1780  near  the  Pole  and  out  of  the  reach  of  navigation.  Daring  this  voyage,  he'  difcovered  New 
Caledonia,  the  largeft  ifland  in  the  Southerns  Pacific  Ocean,  except  New  Zealand ;  the  lAand 
of  Georgia,  and  an  unknown  coaft,  which  he  named  Sandwich  L^nd,  the  Thule  of  the  fouth-' 
ern  hemifphere ;  and,  having  vifited  the  tropical  feas>  he  fettled  the  fituation  of  th&old,  and 
made  feveral  new  difcoveries. 

But  the  laft  voyage  is  diftinguifhed,  above  all  the  reft,  by  the  extent  and  importance  of  it» 
difcoveries.  Beiides  fcveral  fmaller  iilands  in  the  Southern  Pacific,  he  dtfcovered  to  the  north- 
ofthe  equinoctial  line,  the  group  called  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  which,  from  their  fituation  and 
produAions,  bid  fairer  for  becoming  an  obje£t  of  confequence  in  the  fyftem  of  European  na- 
vigation, than  any  other  difcovcry  in  the  South  Sea.  He  afterwards  explored  what  had  hither- 
to remained  unknown  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  America,  from  the  latitude  of  43  to  70  north, 
containing  an  extent  of  3,500  miles ;  afcertained  the  proximity  of  the  two  great  continents  of 
Afia  and  America,  pailed  the  ftraits  between  them,  and  furveyed  the  coafts  on  each  fide  to  fuch: 
an  height  of  northern  latitude,  as  to  demonftrate  the  impracticability  of  a  paffage  in^  that  he- 
mifphere, from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,,  either  by  an  eaftern  or  a  weftern  courfe*- 
In  ftiort,  if  we  except  the  fea  of  Amur  and  the  Japanefe  Archipelago,  which  flill  remain  ira- 
perfeCUy  known  to  Europeans,  he  has  completed  the  hydrography  of  the  habitable  globe.  But 
this  is  not.  all;  it  was  referved  for  Captain  Cook,  and  it  is  by  no  means  the  lead  part  of  his 
renown,  to  prove  to  the  worlds  by  repeated  trials^  that  voyages  may  be  protrafted  to  the  un- 
ufual  length  of  even  three  or  four  years,  in  unknown  regions,  and  under  every  cliange  and-, 
rigour  of  cliniate,  not  only  without  afFeCling  the  health,,  but  even  without  diminishing  the. 
probability  of  life,  in  the  fmallefl  degree. 

The  following  are  the  variations  of  the  public  funds  during  this  year,  with  the.  higKefl  ancl 
loweft  prices  arranged' oppofite  to  each  month. 

Bamk 
Stock. 


January,  {l\f 
February,  {  — 

lii4t 


March, 
Aprils 
May, 
June, 

July* 

Auguft,. 

Septemb, 

Qftober, 

Novemb» 

Pecemh. 


10911152^  — 
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1780     The  following  b  an  exaQ  account  of  the  annual  fupply  of  fugar  which  has  been  refined  or 
confomedraWf,  in  England,  for  the  laft  fifty  years,  diftinguiihing  each  year. 


Tears. 

73  *i 
732? 
733» 
734* 
735> 
736. 
737. 
738. 
739. 
74«>» 
741. 
74*» 
743» 
744^ 

745. 
746. 

747. 


Cwt, 

7aa.44S 
700,940 

899,510 

650.747 

833»74« 
8i9,o2z 

510,121 

814,815 

887,924 

639,803 

817,674 

681,179 

744,008 
666,213 

472,052 

64«.523 
SS6.S»3 


Tiears. 
1748, 

.»749» 
«7So. 
I7S». 
I7S«. 
«7S3. 
1 754. 

>755» 
>756. 

>757. 

«758. 

1759. 
1760, 

1761, 

1762, 

«763. 
1764, 


Cwt, 
866,141 
805,313 
Jo7,47i 
782,167 

789,389 

5(58,371 
816,304 

1,072,305 

832.994 
1,138,423 

914,707 
1,030,066 

1,202,614 

1,128,013 

1,120,821 

1,350.456 
1,246,890 


Tears. 

1765? 
J  766, 

1767, 

1768, 

1769, 

1770, 

»77i. 

«77a. 

»773. 
<774. 

1775. 

1776, 

1777. 
1778. 

»779. 
1780, 


Cwt* 
1,074,467 
1,372,480 

».3»3.347 
1,382,929 

i,a82,935 

'»,577.»7* 
1,254,926 

1,569,826 

1.571.569 

«»777.4>4 
1,640,698 

1,478,140 

1,207,097 

1,324,140 

1.378,337 
1,221,795 


An  account  of  com  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England  and  Scotland. 


ETiPORrED. 


IMPORTED. 


1780. 
Englahd. 
Wheat,  — 

Wheat  Flour, 
Rye,  — 

Barley,  — 

Malt,  — 

Oats,  — 

Oatmed,  — 

Beans,  — 

Peas,       •    — 

SCOTLAKD. 

Wheat,       .    — 
Wheat  Flour, 
Barley  and  Bear, 
Malt,  — 

Oats,  — 

Oatmeal, 
Peas  and  Beans, 

Bifcttit,  — 


Briti/h 

63,240 

«36.939 

6.305 

32.956 

»35.077 
8,904 

916 

» 2,554 
3.5»7 

773 
15,101 

18,706 

2,415 

3.330 
4,696 

1,380 

<wt.  frs. 

12,613     I 


Foreign 
^s. 
7,067 

932 

2,407 

8,726 

449 
a,3S7 


1780. 
England* 
Wheat,  - 

Wheat  Flour, 
Barley,  -i- 

Oats,  — 

Oatmeal^ 
Beans,  — 

Peas,  — 


Scotland. 
Wheat  Flour, 

Oats,  — 


garters* 

i»662 

1.378 

352 
189,964 

6l2 

7,4x56 

X7.7I9 


873 
4,667 


a. 
23 


Bifcuit,  — 


€Wt.  qrs.  Ih. 
284    o     17 


The  bounties  and  drawbacks  on  corn  exported  from  England,  amounted  to  70,513!.  los.  6jd. 
The  amount  of  the  bounties  paid  on  grain  exported  from  Scotland,  was  7,232!.  3s.  6id. 
The  duties  on  corn  imported  into  England^  was  I9067I.  1  id.  ^  and  in  Scotland,  to  60I.  2  zs.  o|d« 

The 
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17B0      "The  average  prices  of  com  In  England  and  Wales,  by  die  ftandafd  Winchcfter  buflieU  this 

year,  were;  wheat,  4s.s4<l*;  rye,  as.  9d|. ;  barley,  as.  i^d.;  oats,  is.  7-5d. ;  beans,  28.9^. 

An  account  of  coals  imported  into  the  port  of  London  for  ten  years,  ending  at  Chriftmas 

1779- 

Tears.  Chaldrons.  Tears.  Chaldrons* 

ifjo 615,330  177s    672,785 

1 77 1     — —    694,003  1776    — —    700,207 

1772 7^5-908  1777    694,437 

J773    624,781  1778    647,361 

1774    623,727  1779    587*895 

Of  falted  proviiions,  there  were  exported  from  England  alone^  xlaring  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  as  follows : 

Irifhbeef,            —  —            9,844  Barrels. 

Ififli  pork,                —  —           3»47x  Ditto. 

Englifh  beef  and  pork,  —           4,480  Ditto. 

Englifti  bacon,            —  —         3*369  Flitches* , 

Englilh  tripe,            —  —           1*582  Kegs. 

'Of  pickled  fifh,  there  were  exported  from  England  alone,— 

Red  herrings,  «—  1,816  Barrels. 

White  ditto,  —  —  7,281  Ditto. 

Salmon,  —  —  109  Ditto. 

Pilchards,  —  —  i,i88  Hoglheads. 

Of  butter,  cheefe,  and  beer,  there  were  exported  from  England  only,— 

Irifti  butter,  i—  91844  Hundred-weight. 

Englifh  ditto,  —  274  Firkins. 

Englifh  cheefe,  —  3»66o  Hundred-weight. 

Beer,  —  —  2,042  Tuns. 

Of  wheat-floor,  oat-meal,  bread,  barley,  peas,  beans,  &c.  there  were  exported  to  the  Britifh 
Wcfl  Indies,  from  England, — 

Wheat-flour,  —  3S»907  Quarters. 

Oat-meal,  —  —  758  Ditto. 

Sread,  —  —  32*587  Hundred- weight. 

Barley,  —  —  256  Quarters. 

Peas,  —  —  1,116  Ditto. 

Beans,  —  —  12,291  Ditto. 

Oats,  —  —  8,006  Ditto. 

Wheat,  —  —  i>i46  Ditto. 

Rye,  —  —  1,116  Ditto. 

In  this  year,  130  bounty  veflcis  were  at  the  fifhery  in  Lough  S willy,  inrhich  is  the  principal 
herring  fifhery  in  Ireland :  they  expended,  in  the  cure  of  fifh,  1,708  tons  of  fait ;  which  fait 
cured  in  bulk,  (allowing  30  maize,or  15,000  fifh,  to  one  ton  of  fait)  51,240  maize.  Seventy- 
one  veflels  alfo  from  Liverpool  and  the  Ifle  of  Man,  purcbafed  cargoes  in  Lough  Swillj  for 
<heir  red-herriiig  houfes. 

IfoL.  rV.  5  f  The  . 
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A.  D,  '^ 

1780  The' number  of  (hips  which  were  employed  from  England  in  the  whale-filherj*  to  Davi>'f^ 
Straits  and  the  Greenland  feas,  in  the  coorfe  of  this  year^  amounted  to  52  ; — The  boanty  at 
30s.  per  ton. 

The  number  of  (hips  from  Holland  in  the  fame  trade,  amounted^  during  the  fame  period^, 
to  eighty-two. 

Of  woollen  cloths,  there  were  imported  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain  in  this  year. 

Old  drapery,  —  —  64,346  Yards. 

New  drapery,  —  159*428  Ditto.. 

Total  yards,  223,774 

The  quantity  of  linen  exported  from  Ireland  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  in  the  year  encKng  the* 
25th  of  March,  1780,  amounted  to  157,396  yards,  plain  and  coloured. 

The  firft  export  entry  of  woollen  from  Ireland,,  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  Dublin,  fince  the 
reftriftions  on  the  trade  of  that  kingdom  were  taken  off,  was  made  by  William  Worthington^ 
Efq.  of  1 300  yards  of  ferge,  /or  Lilbon. 

0^  We  have  licre  annexed  a  CnRONOLOGrcAL  Account  of  CoMMERce  in  this 
Island,  from  the  Reftoration  to  the  year  1780  inclufive;  which  exhibits  a  clearer  view  of 
the  weaknefs  of  its  commencement,  the  firuggles  of  its  progrefs,  and  the  greatnefs  of  its  pre- 
fent  maturity,  than  has  yet  been  done.  For  this  account,  as  well  as  for  much  ufeful  inflruc- 
tion,  we  are  indebted  to  the  excellent  publications  of  Mr.  Chalmers. 

In  the  firft. column  of  this  table  may  be  feen  the  various  epochs,  beginning  with  the  Refto* 
ration,  whence  certainty  may  be  faid  to  commence,  and  ending  with  the  year  1780.  The 
fecond  column  gives  the  tonnage  of  the  (hipping  that  fucceffiyely  failed  from  England,  dif- 
tinguifliing  the  Englifh  from  the  foreign,  in  order  to  find,  in  the  amount  of  each,  the  falutary 
effe£ts  of  the  a£t  of  navigation.  The  third  column  contains  the  value  of  the  merchandize 
fent  out,  that  tlie  extent  of  the  cargoes  may  be  compared  with  the  quantity  of  tonnage  which 
carried  them  :  and  though  the  Scotch  tonnage  could  not  be  adjoined,  the  value  of  the  Scotch 
exports  is  added,  becaufe  every  one  finds  a  gratification  in  extending  his  views.  The  fourth 
column  exhibits  the  refult  of  our  exports  and  imports  compared,  which  forms  what  has  been 
denominated  the  balance  of  trade.  The  fifth  column  flates  the  nett  cufloms,  as  far  as  they 
could  be  afcertained,  which  our  foreign  commerce  has  yielded  at  different  periods  ;  becaufe, 
while  the  detail  gratifies  curiofitj^  it  furnifhes  no  defpicable  proof  of  the  profperity  or  decline 
of  our  traffic.  And  the  laft  column  contains,  what  may  be  regarded  as  the  refult  of  the  whole, 
the  fums  which  have  been  coined  in  England  during  every  reigrr ;  fince  **  the  mint,"  as  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  exprefles  it,  "  is  the  pulfe  of  the  commonwealth."  • 

On  the  26th  of  December  died,. in  the  75th  year  of  his  age,  Thomas  Hope,  Efq.  well 
known,  in  the  trading  world,  as  one  of  the  firfl  commercial  charaders-  any  age  has  produced. 
He  was  defcended  from  the  elder  branch  of  the  family  of  Hope  in  Scotland,  and  by  an  unre* 
tnitted  exertion  of  great  natural  talents,  and  the  practice  of  unvarying  integrity,'  he  raifcd  the 
credit  and  affluence  of  the  houfe  at  Amflerdam,  which  continues  to  bear  his  name^  to  fuch  an 
height  as  perhaps  was  never  attained  by  a  houfe  of  trade  in  any  country. 

The  following  bills,  relating  to  trade  and  commerce,  received  the  royal  aflcnt  in  tlie  courfc 
of  this  year  :— 

A  bill  for  the  better  fupplying  of  his  Majefty's  navy  with  mariners,  and  feamen  to  ferve  on 
board  tranfport  Ihips,  &Ct 

To 
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Epochs* 

The  Reftoration, 

The  Revolution, 

Peace  of  Ryfwick, 

Laft  years  of  Wil- 
liam HI. 


A   CHI:he   Restoration   to  the    Year    1780,    inclufive. 


)/  Trade. 


etch. 
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Total 
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Wars  of  Anne,         {^-^      


I*  43*3^0 
1,386,832 

2,116,451 
3»OH>i7S 


Firft  of  George  I.     ^ 


Firft  of  George  11.    ^ 


Peaceful  years. 


War  of     - 


Peaceful  years, 


War  of     - 
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2.455.313 


6,521,964 

4,046,465! 

5,98i,682j 

7.239.1 331 
5.553.098  1 
^,682,691  ^ 

o.505»67 1 

3,9i9,23oJ 

2,731,004 

1,992,848 

3,504,823 

1,867,199 

2>564.27* 
4,810,156 

3, 2 11,4  «j 

3,852,788  L 

3,058,544 1 

2,275,003; 

3,242,716 

1.508,385 

1.379.653 
2,154,634 

1,787,809 


Nett  Qiftoms 
Englijh, 

C'  390,000 


55i.»4il 
694,892 


1,474,861. 
1.273.587 


} 


1,588,496 


1.855.334 


a.076,735 


*>503.353 


Money  coined. 


By  Charles  IT. 
By  James  II. 


;C' 7.5*4.105 
a.737,637 

£.  10,261,742 


.    By  William  III.      —      iC- io»Sii>963 


By  Anncy  — 

By  George  I.  .       — 


{,.  2,691,626 
^.8,725,921 


/;.  11,966,576 


2,412,993 


By  George  III.  fGoId, 
before  the  31ft -^  Silver, 
of  Dec.  1780.  L 


I*  30^457.805 
7,j26 

I.  30,464,931 
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in 


To  repeal  to  much  of  an  aft  made  in  the  19th  year  of  Henry  VII.  or  of  any  other  afts 
which  prohibit  the  exportation  of  coin  out  of  this  realm  into  Ireland  ;  and  fo  much  of  certain 
ads  which  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  hop^  into  Ireland^  and  which  take  off  the  draw- 
back upon  bops  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland  ;  and  to  allow  the  importation  into, 
and  exportation  from  Ireland^  of  fuch  goods  as  may  be  imported  into,  and  exported  from 
Great  Britain,  by  the  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Levant  fea^« 

To  continue  feveral  law^  relating  to  the  better  fecuring  the  lawful  trade  of  his  Majefly^s 
fubje£is  to  and  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  for  the  more  efFeftual  preventing  all  his  Majefty's 
fubjefts  trading  thither  under  foreign  commiffions,'&c.  « 

For  laying  atlditional  duties  upon  wines  and  vinegar  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

To  proteft  goods,  &c.  of  the  growth  of  tho  iAands  of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  on 
board  neutral  vei&ls^  bound  to  neutral  ports,  during  the  prefent  hoftilities. 

For  allowing  a  bountj^  on  the  exportation  of  Britifh  corn  and  grain,  in  Ihips  of  znf  king* 
dom  in  amity  with  his  Majefty, 

For  laying  feveral  additional  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  the  Ifle  of  Man,  Ind  for 
tlie  better  regulating  the  trade,  and  fecuring  the  revenues  of  the  faid  ifland. 

For  continuing  to  the  Eaft  "India  Company  die  poii^fGbn  of  the  territorial  acquifitions  and 
revenues  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  and  alfo  for  continuing  certain  regulations,  for  the  better  manage- 
ment of  tho  if&irs  of  that  company. 

For  appointing  and  enabling  cbmmif&oners  to  examine  the  public  accounts  of  the  kingdom 

To  prevent  the  carrying  ctjpper  in  fheets  coaft-ways,  &g.  ' 

To  extend  and  encourage  the  Greenland  fifticry. 

For  regulating  the. drawbacks  on  the  duty  on  coffee,  &c.  ^ 

And  for  granting  a  reward  to  perfons  difcovering  the  longitude. 
Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year : — 

For  85,000  feamen,  including  18,779  niarines,  ordnance,  &€• 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  &c.  —  —  — 

Towards  building  and  repairing  Ihips  of  war,  — 

Towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy,  —  — 

For  35,005  land-forces,  including  4,213  invalids,  &c.  — 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff-officers,  &c.  -^  — - 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  out  of  the  kingdom. 

For  five  Hanoverian  battalions  ferving^it  Gibraltar  and  Minorca, 

For  the  charge  of  13)472  HelGan  troops  and  fubfidy,  -^ 

For  ditto  of  two  regiments  of  foot  of  Hanau  and  fubfidy,  -^ 

Ditto  of  one  regiment  of  Waldeck,  and  fubfidy,  -^ 

For  the  charge  of  4,300  Brunfwickers,  ^    —  — 

For  ditto  of  1,447  troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Anfpach,  Sec,        — 

For  a  corps  of  foot  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  with  the  fubfidy,  &c.  -*• 

For  provifions  for  the  foreign  troops  ferving  in  America,  — • 

For  artillery  for  the  foreign  troops,  -*-  — 

For  the  militia,  and  four  regiments  of  fencible  men  in  North  Britain, 

Fortliccloathing  of  the  militia,  ,^  ,^  ^^ 
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1780  .  ' 

Brought  over. 
For  ad4itionar. militia  companies,  &c.  to  ditto  for  the  year  1778, 
For  the  new  levies  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  this  year,  -— 

For  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fullarton's- corps  for  305  days. 
For  ditto  of  Lieutenant  Cplonei  Holroyd's  corps  of  light  dragoons  for 

366  days,  — .—  —  —  — 

For  ditto  of  Major  General  Rainsfbrd's  regiment  of  foot  for  305  diiya^ 
For  ditto  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Humberfton's  corps  for  305  days, 
For  the  charge:  of  out-penfioners  of  Cheliea  Hofpital,.  &c.  — * 

For  additional  companies,  &c.  to  the  militia  of  South  Britain,  for  1780, 
To  make  good  the  deficiency,  on  the  pay  gf  additional  companies,  &c» 

to  the  militia  of  3outh  Britain,  for  1 779*  —  —  468  15    8 

For  the  charge  of  the  new  levies,  from  their  refpe£tive  eftablifhments,. 

to  the  24th  of  December,  1^779,  —  —  "^  30,296  16    8 

On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  &a  82,905    2    o 

For  allowances  to  feveral.  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 

reduced  troops  of  horfe-goards,  &c.  ,  —  —  608    6    6 

For  extra  army  expences,.  &c;  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  2,4189805  18  ill: 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,  &c.  458,1 36    9  i  z 

For  fervices  performed  by.  ditto  for  ditto,  not  provided  for  in  1779,  -       59^»466    o  ii 
To  Dr.  William  Smith,  for  attendance  on  the  fick  and  deceafed  pri- 

foners  in  the  gaols  of  Middlefex,  Weftminfter,  and  Southwark,  for  near 

four  years,  and  for  medicines  for  their  ufe,  &c*  —  r,2oa^  o    o 

To  the  LevaiU  Company,  r-  —  —  10,000    o    o 

On  account  of  new  roadsand  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain,        6,997    4    3 
To  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  —  ■  — -.  3>Soo    o    o 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefly  the  like  fum  iflued  by  his  Majefty's 

orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addreiles  of  the  Hoiife  of  Commons, .  'S^T^o^    o    o 

To  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  employing  convids  on  the  Thames,  149348    2    9 

For  the  relief  of  certain  American  civil  officers,  &c.  —  579QIO'  12    o 

On  account  of  general  furveys  in  North  America,  —  I9832    5    q> 

Towards  carrying,  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet  Houfe,  -—  25,000    o    o 

For  thecivileftabliffiment  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  -—  if^So    o    o 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  —  —  —  —  2,866    o    o 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia>  .—  —  «.  4*796    o    o 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida^  —  —  *^  3>9S^    ®    ^ 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,  —  _  —  3t9oo    a    o 

For  repairing,  &c.  Britifli  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^        i3»ooo    o    a 
Towards  difcharging  certain  Exchequer  bills,  —  1,500,000    o    o 

For  difchaiging  certain  other  Exchequer  bills,  -«  1,000,000    o    o 

For  ditto,  —  —  _  .      »^  1^900,000    o    o 

For  diicluupng  the  prizes  of  the  lottery  of  17  79i  —  490,000    o    o 


Carriedover,  X9>6o7,538  18    SJ 


1780 


er     THE      ORIGIN      07      COMMERCE. 

Broughtover,      19*607,538  x8 

To  replace  to  the  finking,  fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  fund  for  paying  certain  annuities,  &c.  37»37i  18 

For  ditto,  _  .  33^^856    4 

For  ditto,  .      .  ^_  167,036  14 

To  ^ake  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 779,  300,687    o 
To  make  good  certain  other  deficiencies  in  the  grants  of  ditto,  301,004  16 

Deficiency  in  the  land-tax,  —  —  —  250,000    o 

Ditto  in  the  malt- tax^  —  _  —  aoo,ooo    o 
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Total  Supplies, 


21,196,496  12     9t 


The  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  foregoing  fupplies. 
Duty  on  malt,  —  —  _ 

Land  tax  at  4s*  —  —  -^ 

Bf  annuities  and  lottery,  —  —  — 

By  certain  furpluffes  of  the-finking  fund,  —  — 

By  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  of  the  deduQion  of  fixpence  in 
the  pound  out  of  kll  monies  paid  upon  faiaries,  penfions,  &c,  from  the  crown,  25,560  •  o 


705,000 

2,000,000 

12,480,000 


o 
o 

Q 


6SP»457.i8 


By  other  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  —  — 

By  Exchequer  bills,  —  —  — 

By  ditto,  —  ~  —  — 

By  the  finking  fund,  -^  —  — 

By  feveral  fums  arifing  from  ftoppages  for  provifions  for  the  detach* 
ment  of  artillery  ferving  in  North  America,  &c..  — 

By  favings  out  of  the  grant  for  the  charge  of  new  levies,  &c. 
By  other  favings,  &c.  — -  —  —  -?* 

By  certain  fums  in  the  hands  of  the  pay  mafter-gencral,  — 

By  ditto  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  — — 

By  a  certain  fum  which  bad  been  granted  for  building  a  lazaret. 


3>76i  13 

1,500,000  o 

1,900,000  o 

1,849,542  I 

Ht40S,  1* 

20,717  7 

"3^998  7 

48,300  a 

10,506  5 
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Total  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Supplies  granted, 

Exceft  of  provifions. 


21,382,249  II 
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t9*  A  vote  of  credit  of  one  million  was  alfo  granted  this  feffion^  and  is  charged  on  the 
next  aids* 

The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided  for  this  year,  amoiln-  £.         s.    4. 

ted  to  twelve  millions ;  the  intereft  of  which,  at  4  per.  cent*  per  annum,  is    480,000    o.  o . 

The  annuity  for  80  years,  at  il.  i6s.  3d.  per  cent,  per  annum,  is  216,150    0.0 


In  all,  perannum. 


696,150    o    o 


Tills 
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f  ^So      This  foin  was  propofed  to  be  raifed  in  the  following  manner  :-^  £.  s.  J, 

Additional  duty  on  malt,  of  &d.  per  bnikel,            — *               — *•  310,000  o  o 

Ditto  on  low  winesy  of  id.  per  gallon,                —               —  20,617  o  o 

Ditto  on  fpirits,  of  3d.  per  do.                —               —                —  34»SS7~  o  o 

Ditto  on  brandy,  of  is.  per  do.                    — -—                   — ^  3S>3io  o  o 

Ditto  on  mm,  of  IS.  per  do.               .^               — .                —  ,  7o>9S8  o  o 
Ditto  on  foreign  wines;  of  4I.  per  ton  on  Portugal  wines,  and  of  81. 

per  tan  on  French  wines,                  -*._—.  72,000*  o  o 

A  duty  on  coals  exported,  of  4s.  per  Newcaftle  chaldron,            —  12,899  o  .  q 

Additional  doty  of  5I.  per  cent,  on  the  above  duties,                 -*-  469193  o  o 

Additional  duty  of  is.  lod,  per  bufhel  on  fait,            -—            »-  69,000  o  o 

Ditto  on  advertifements,  of6d.  each,            —                — .            .—  9,000  o  o 
A  ftamp  doty  on  the  receipt  for  any  legacy,  or  for  any  (hare  of  a  per- 
fonal  eftate  divided  under  the  ftatute  of  diftributions,  or  the  cuftom  of 
any  province  or  place,  of  2S.  6d.  if  the  value  fhall  not  exceed  20l. ;  and 
of  5s.  if  above  20L  and  not  amounting  to  lool. ;  and  of  2ps.  if  lool.  or 

upwards,                ■                        —                       '                 ' '     '  1 2,000  -  o  o 

On  dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  for  a  licence,  5s.  annually,  9,000  o  o 


In  all,  —  701,534    o    o 

Intereft  of  public  debt  funded^  &c«    696, 150    o    o 


Excefs  ofnew  taxes,  —  5*384 


An  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  [the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  from 
December  14,  1779,  to  December  12,  1780. 

Chriftened,  males    8,581  Buried,  males  10,206 

■         — females    8,053  females  10,311 


16,634  20,517 


1781  In  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  America  had  been 
carried  on  with  coniiderable  fuccefs  on  the  part  of  the  former  :  the  utmoft  ardour  had  been  dif- 
played  by  the  royal  troops ;  Charleftown,  and  the  whole  province  of  South  Carolina,  had 
been  fubdued,  and  other  very  fignal  advantages  obtained  by  the  Britifli  arms.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  favourable  circumllances,  no  profpeft  appeared  of  any  fpecdy  termination  of  the 
war.  The  authority  of  Great  Britain  continued  to  be  acknowledged  in  thofe  places  alone  of 
which  the  King's  troops  were  in  pofleflion,  and  for  no  longer  a  period  than  during  tl»cir  con- 
tinuance in  them  :  indeed,  throughout  the  American  continent,  the  moft  determined  averfion 
was  in  general  manifested  to  the  government  of  the  mother  country.  The  dangers  of  the  latter 
were  now  alfo  encrcafed  by  tlie  war  with  Holland,  and  the  rupture  with  that  republic  Natu- 
rally augmented  the  dtiEculties,  and  lellened  the  extent  of  the  national  trade.  The  alliance 
between  Fran'ce  and  the  revolted  colonies,  had  not  indeed  been  fo  beneficial  to  the  latter  as 
might  have  been  expected  ;  and  the  French  miniftry  feemed  to  polTefs  a  greater  folicitude  to 
tncre^fe  theirpofleffions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  than  to  afford  any  fabflantial  afliftance  to  their 

American 
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sjrSi  Amtrican  allies*  In  Europe,  no  effefts  had  yet  been  produced  in  any  degree  proportionabia' 
to  the  vaft  armaments  that  rhad  iiHied  forth  from  the  ports  of  France  and  df  Spain;  and  by 
^hich,  though  great  alarm  had  been*  excited,  little  or  nothing  had  been  performed*  ^ 

The  new  Parliament  met  on  the  3i.ft  of  0£lober  in  the  laft  year,  and,  on  the  day  following,, 
his  Majeftyaddrefled  both  Houfes  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne  v  in  which  he  informed  them, 
that  it  was  with  more  than  ordinary  fatisfaSion,  he  met  them  in  Parliament,  at  a  time,  when 
the  late  ele&ions  might  afford  hin\  an  opportunity  of  receiving  the  moft  certain  information  of. 
the  difpoiition  and  wilhes  of  his  people,  to  which  he  was  always  inclined  to  pay  the  utmoft 
attention  and  regard.     His  Majefly  further  obferved^  that  by  the  force  which  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment had  put  in  his  hands,  &c.  he  had  been  abieto  withftand  the  formidable  attempts  of  his 
enemies,  and  to  fvuflrate  the  great  expe£tations  they  had  formed ;  and  he  trufted,  that  the  fignal^ 
fuccelies  which  had  attended  the  progrefs  of  his  arms  in  the  provinces  of  Georgia  and  Caro- 
lina would  have  important  confequences,-  and  tend  towards  bringing  the  war  to  an  happy  con- 
clufion«     It  was  his  moil  earned  defire  to  fee  this  gceat  end  accomplifhed ;  but  he  was  confi*^ 
-  dent,  that  they  would  agree  with  him  in  opinion,  that  fafe  and  honourable  term's  of  peace 
could  be  fecured  only  by  fuch  powerful  and  refpedable  preparations,  as  ihould  convince  their 
enemies,  that  they  would  not  fubmit  to  receive  the  law  from  any  powers  whatever ;  and  that: 
they  were  united  in  a  firm  refolution  to  decline  no  difficulty  or  hazard,  in  the  defence  of  their 
country,  and  for  the  prcfervation  of  their  eilential  intereils.     His  Majefty  further  declared,. 
that  he  faw  and  felt,  with  great  anxiety  and  concern,  that  tlie  varibus  fervices  of  the  war  muft, 
unavoidably,  be  attended  with  great  and  hes^vy  expences  ;  but  he  defired  them  I30  grant  him^ 
fuch  fupplics  only,  as  their  own  fecurity  and  lafting  welfare,  and  the  exigency  of  affairs  (hould* 
be  found  to  require.     The  motion  for  an  addreis  of  thanks,  produced  an  animated  difcuflioa 
of  the  further  progrefs  of  the  American  war.     A  bill  to  continue  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas^ 
Corpus  Aft,  moved  to  be  brought  in-  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  was  oppofed  with  much  fpirited  but 
unfuccefsful  animadverfion, — the  navy  eftimates  occaiioned  ibme  violence  of  debate, — even  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  for  the  fervices  rendered  to 
their  country  in  the  redu6tion  of  Charleftown  and  the  vidory  of  Camden,  were  not  given> 
without  much  fevere  obfervation :  however,  the  land  and  malt  taxes  were  paffed  as  matters  of 
courfe ; — the  fucceeding  Parliamentary  tranfafiiions,  previous  to  the  recefs,  pafled  off*  without 
any  particular  or  lengthened  debates;  and,  on  the  fixth  of  December,  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons adjoui-ned  to  the  23d  of  January  in  the  prefcntyear. 

The  intrigues  of  France  had  never  been  fo  fuccefsful  againft  Great  Britain  as  in  the  prefent 
war.  She  had  contrived  to  kindle  an  unextingui(hable  flame  in  the  North  American  colo* 
nies  ; — ihe  had  perfuaded  Spain,  againft  the  evident  intereft  of  that  monarchy,  to  unite  with 
her  in  afferting  their  independence ;— (he  had  involved  the  Seven  United  Provinces  in  the 
quarrel  witlx  their  antient  and  firm  ally ; — nay,  (he  had  drawn  all  Europe,  as  it  were,  into  a 
confederacy  for  thfe  deftruftion  of  the  naval  power  of  this  country,  and  had  not  only  deprived 
it  of  ail  its  allies,  but  feems  to  have  pofleficd  the  art  of  direfiing  the  public  wiflies  of  mankind 
to  the  downfall  of  the  British  empire. 

In  the  midft  of  this  ftorm,  Britain  appeared,  however,  to  brave  its  enemies,  not  only  by 
the  greatnefs  of  her  fpirit  with  which  fhe  encountered  them,  but  by  th6fe  wonderful  refource& 
whidi  as  yet  manifcftcd  no  fign  of  being  exhaufted.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  mari- 
time ftrength  of  all  Europe  was  drawn  out  againft  her ;  but  the  lift  of  her  fleets  and  armies 
aflbrded  them  no  reafonto  hope  thai  hej:  power  was  on  the  decline.    Her  internal  defence  wa& 
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i-jSi  provided  for  in  fach  a  m^tnaer,  as  precluded  all  expedationt  of  xnakihg  tKe  leaft  loopreifion 
upon  thisifland;  fhe  had  numerous  forces 'in  die  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies^  and  was  making  the 
moft  vigorous  efforts  in  America,  Her  navy,  at  thh  time,  was  oa  a  moft  formidable  cftablifh- 
ipent ;  it  coafifted  of  no  lefs  dian  430  veflels,  in  the  beft  poiTible  condition,  and  manned  with 
the  beft  feamcn  in  Europe.  The  fleets  of  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  were  but  in  a  fmall 
degree  fuperior  to  thafe  of  Great  Britain  in  n-ambers,  and  very  far  inferior  to  them  in  con« 
firu£tion  and  equipment.  I'he  failors,  thofe  of -Holland  excepted,  were  chiefly  compofed  of 
landfmen  unaccuftomed  and  very  averfe  to  that  element  on  which  they  Served.  France,  with 
all  its  exertions,  did  not  reckon  more  than  264  veilels  of  all  rates ;  Spain  could  not  boaft  of 
more  than  124,  and  Holland  counted  4>ut  60.  The  refidue  of  the  European  marine  in  adual 
commifliop,  among  thofe  powers  which  formed  the  armed  neutrality,  amountedto  no  more 
than  80  (hips  of  all  fizes.  -Of  thofe,  29  belonged  to  RuiTia,  30  to  Sweden,  and  25  to  Den- 
isark*  Such  were  tlie  eftimates  of  the  naval  force  ef  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  about 
the  commencement  of  this  year  1781. 

France  had,  it  is  true,  obtained  feme  advantage  in  the  Weft  Indies,  but  notwithftanding 
the  parade  with  which  her -fleet,  in  conjunftion  with  that  of  Spain,  had  appeared  on  the  Britifh 
coaft,  nothing  of  the  leaft^confequence  had  been  hitherto  effefted.  The  only  attempt  fhe  had 
•ventured  to  mak^in  the  •Channel,  was  on  the  Ifland  of  Jerfey,  in  the  year  1779,  aind  in  that 
ihc  had  coixipleatly  failed.  Irritated,  as  we  may  fuppofe,  at  the  difgrace  of  not  having  been 
able  topoflefs  herfelf  of  an  ifland,  which  is  fituated  in  the  vicinity,  and  was  in  fight  of  her 
own  fliore,  ihe  made  another,  and,  as  it  proved,  a  fruitlefs  attempt  at  the  commencement  of 
^thc  prefent  year. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  upwards  of  800  French  troops,  under  the<:ommand  of  the  Baron 
de  Rullecourt,  a  man  of  undoubted  courage,  but  of  an  impetuous  difpofkion,  made  good  their 
landing  on  that  ifland.  And,  fo  totally  negleflful  were  the  militia  guard  of  their  duty,  that 
the  French  not  only  cfTeAed  their  landing  with  the  utmoft  -privacy^  but,  to  the  utmoft  afto- 
nifliment  of  the  inhabitants,  bad  taken  pofTeflion  of  the  market-place  of  St.  Helier,  the  prin- 
cipal town  of  the  ifland,  foen  after  the  day  began  to  dawn,  without  a  fingle  gun  having  been 
fired,  or  the  leaft  alarm  given  from  any  quarter ;  and,  having  feized  on  a  body  of  men  that 
guarded  the  town,  together  with  the  commandingof&ccr  and  magiftrates  of  the  ifland,  he  drew 
up  a  capitulation,  the  terms  of  which  were,  that  the  ifland  fhould  be  immediately  furrendered 
to  France,  and  the  garrifon  be  fent  to  England.  With  this  propofltion,  he  demanded  an  in- 
ilant  compliance,  and  declared,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  that  he  would  fet  fire  to  the  town,  and 
put  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword.  Major  Corbet,  the  lieutenant  governor,  and  the  magiftrates 
reprefented  to  him,  that,  being  in  his  power,  ho  authority  of  theirs  could  be  valid,  and  that 
<he  troops  would  of  courfe  refafe  obedience  to  them.  But  the  French  commander  perfifled  in 
his  requifition  and  menaces,  the  capitulation  was  figned  in  order  to  prevent  h'rni  carrying  them 
into  execution.  Having  gained  this  point,  Baron  Rullecourt  advanced  to  Elizabeth  Caftle, 
near  tlic  town,  which  he  fummoned  to  furrender ;  but  the  garrifon  returned  him  a  peremptory 
refufal,  and  made  fo  vigorous  a  difcharge  of  their  artillery  upon  his  troops,  as  obliged  him  to 
jretire  into  the  town.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Britifh  troops,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Pierfon,  who  was  next  infeniority  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  together  with  the  militia  of  the 
ifland,  afTembled  upon  the  -heights'near  the  town ;  when  the  French  General  fent  a  requifition 
to  them  to  conform  to  the  capitulation ;  but  received  for  anfvver,  that  if  the  French  did  not 
iay  down  their  arms,  and  furrender  themfelves  pcifoiiers  within  twenty  minutes,  he  would 
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sntaek  thttt.  Atcordragly,  Major  Pleffoh,  having  made  a  very  al)Ie  difpofitidn  bf  his  fmaU 
bbdy  of  fbrccs,  they  attacktd  the  enemy  ^ith  ftich  Vtgotrraild  Im^dtuofity,  that  ill  lefs  than 
half  an  how  from  the  cdmmcnccmerit  bf  the  atfliom,  the  ^Pnench  General  being  mortally 
wonndedy  the  officer  next  in  command  defircd  Major  Cof  bet  to  ttftirtie  the  governftient  and  to 
accept  their  fubmiflion  as  prifoners  of  war.  But  the  brilliance  of  this  fuccefs,  Was  diminiflied 
by  the  de^h  of  that  excellent  officer  Major  Picrfon,  who  unhappily  ftU  by  one  of  the  laft  dif- 
chargct  from  tht  French  troops.  He  was  bat  in  the  tW^rtty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  hid  dif- 
pteycd  fuch  miKtaty  abilities  on  this  octafion,  as  jiiftified  the  higheft  expeftations  of  the  pro- 
feflional  ^charafttr  he  wbtild  have  attained,  had  he  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  furvive.  He  was 
flncertly  Itraettted,  not  only  by  the  foldicry  ind  inhabitants  of  Jcrfey,  but  by  the  whole 

nation. 

Ht)ftiHt?es  were  cotimiefiecd  fegaihft  the  Dutch  by  a  detention  of  their  fhipping  in  the  difFcr- 
'Cttt  pAtts  of  England,  and  by  the  capture  of  two  men  of  war  of  54  guns.  On  the  granting  of 
letters  of  rnavque  and  rcprifals  againft  them,  a  muhitude  of  privateers  was  added  to  thofe  al- 
ready in  commiffion,  and  a  very  great  ntimber  of  the  Dutch  merchantmen  were  brought  into 
tlie  Brhifh  ports«  IiiftroAions  were  alfo  difpatchcd  at  the  fahie  time  to  the  commanders  of 
the  Britilh  forces  rn  the  Weft  Indies,  to  proceed  to  immediate  hoftilities,  againft  the  Dutch 
fettkments  in  Uiofc  parts. 

Admiral  Rodrrcy  was  retufned  from  his  expedition  to  North  America,  and  was  preparing  to 
attack  fuch  x)f  ttib  Frferichifiands  as  fteftlfed  to  bfe  the  kaft  Capable  of  defence,  when  he  was  ap- 
-prited^fthc  rdpture  with  Holland,  and  direded  to  commence  hoftilities  againft  its  poileftions 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  moft  important  of  thefe  was  the  iflahd  of  St.  Euflatius,  commonly 
calkd  Statia.  This  ifland,  barreh  and  contemptible  in  itfelf,  had  long  been  the  feat  of  a  very 
^reatand  lucrative  commerce,  and  might,  indeed,  beconfidercd  as  the  grand  free  port  of  tlie 
Weft  Indies  and  America,  and  as  a  general  magazine  to  all  natioiis.  Its  richeft  harvefts 
were,  however,  during  the  ftafcins  of  warfare  ^nnbng  its  neighbours,  in  confequcnce  of  its 
neutral  ftate  tctd  Ihtiation,  With  its  titboundbd  as  well  as  unrcftrained  freedom  of  trade. 
At  this  tiitie,  thcrcfdrc,  it  was,  of  tourfe,  open  to  the  fubjefts  of  all  the  powers  at  war,  and 
deriving  ifftmetife  profits  frofti  the  ebnitfierce  carfied  on  in  cohfequehce  of  fuch  a  privilege. 
The  Dutch,  under  whofe  mediation  all  trading  bui^nefs  teas  tranfa£ted»  reaped  prodigious  ad- 
vantage from  the  inmitaerabte  comitiiltioils  With  which  they  were  eritrufted,  and  from  the  vaft 
fale  of  thofe  articles  of  merchandize,  which  tlitif  alone  could  difpdfe  of  to  the  fubjeAs  of  the 
belligerent  powers  in  that  part  of  the  globe. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  this  ifland,  wheti  Adiiiii^  Rodney,  on  the  third  of  February  in 
this  year,  appeared  before  it,  with  a  naval  and  land  force  which  it  was  in  no  condition  to  refift. 
It  furrctidered,  therefore,  withot^t  arty  ftipnlatibris.  The  wealth  found  in  this  place,  was  fo 
great  tis  to  excite  the  aftonilhtnent  of  the  Cantors,  notwithftanding  tlieir  previous  intimate 
knowledge  of  its  nature  and  circumftances.  The  whole  ifland  appeared  to  be  one  enormous 
magazine;. for  not  only  the  vaft  ftotehoufes  Were  crammed  with  merchandize  of  every  kind, 
but  even  the  beach  was  covered  With  hogfli^ads  of  fugar  and  tobacco*  ithe  value  of  the  com- 
inodities  was  cftimated  by  a  loofe,  btt  fuppofed  moderate  calculaliori,  is  being  confiderably 
above  three  millions  fterling.  Bxit  this  was  Only  a  part  of  tlie  prize ;  tlic  capture  of  fhipjping 
was  immenfe:  upwards  erf  lOofailof  merchantmen  were  taken,  mariy  of  which  were  very' 
richly  laden,  befides  a  fhip  of  60  guns,  a  frigate  of  40,  and  five  other  veflels  of  inferior  force. 
The  intelligence  of  this  event  w«  the  more  agreeably  received  in  England,  as  the  lofs,  which 
Vol.  IV.  T  t  was 
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1781  was  among  the  feverefi  that  Holland  coold  b2ve  received.  Tell  chiefly  upon  the  city  of  Arafier- 
dam.  The  French  and  Americans  were  alfo  confidcrable  fufferers,  and  not  a  few  of  tlie  Bri- 
ti(h  merchant ;  who,  truiting  to  the  neutrality  of  the  place,  had  con%ned  valuable  cargoes  to 
their  correfpondents  there;  all  of  which  were  feized  by  the  fiiitifh  commanders  as  Dutch 
property. 

The  Dutch  Governor,  on  furrendering  the  town,  he.  had  recommended  it  and  the  inha- 
bitants to  the  mercy  of  the  Britifh  commanders.  But  the  latter  thought  themfelves  juftiiied, 
by  the  partial  and  even  zealous  conduct  of  thofc  inbabiunts  in  favour  of  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  in  treating  them  with  a  degree  of  rigour  not  commonly  excrcifed  towards  an  enemy 
who  has  furrendered  at  difcrction.  Alt  the  property  found  upon  the  ifland,  both  public  and 
private,  was  declared  to  be  confifcatcd,  and  was  treated  according  to  the  fevereft  rules  of  con- 
lifcation.  Sales  for  the  difpofal  of  it  commenced  on  the  ijth  of  March,  and  notice  was  giveot 
in  the  Carribbean  Gazette,  that  all  perfons  who  would  come  to  the  illand  in  order  to  purchafe, 
fhould  have  whatever  they  bought  properly  fecured  to  them.  The  goods  purchafed  at  thefe 
fates  were  fuppofed  to  be  fold  at  about  one  fourth  of  their  value,  and  were  permitted  to  be 
ihipped  off*  in  EngliHi  or  neutral  bottoms,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  thei^  to  any  of  the 
Englilh  or  neutral  illands. 

Bolides  the  idand  of  St.  Euftatius,  the  neighbouring  iflands  of  St.  Martio  and  Saba  furren- 
dered at  dlfcretion.  Admiral  Rodney  and  General  Vaugban  added,  likewife,  to  their  former 
conquefts,  the  French  tlland  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  the  Dutch  colonies  of  Demerary  and 
IlTequibo  on  the  Spanifh  main,  but  to  thefe  they  thought  proper  to  afford  the  more  ^vourable 
conditions  of  leaving  the  inhabitants  in  poflcffion  of  their  property.  The  fa£t  appears  to  be, 
that  no  fufpicions  lay  againft  them  of  having  afled  a  treacherous  part  to  Great  Britain,  by 
doing  every  poflibic  fervice  to  her  enemies,  which  had  been  the  conduft  of  the  people  of  St.. 
Euflatius ;  who,  while  they  fupplied  the  French  and  Americans  with  immenfc  quantities  of 
warlike  flores,  &c.  refufed,  under  various  pretences,  to  fupply  the  occalional  demands  made 
by  Ihips  belonging  to  Great  Britain.  A  number  of  Dutch  veflels  in  the  river  Demerary,  were 
alfo  taken  by  two  floops  of  his  Britannic  Majefty ;  and  the  Dutch  fettlement  of  Berbicia,  a 
few  leagues  dillant  from  Demerary,  together  with  fcveral  veflels,  was  taken  by  a  fquadron  of 
privateers,  who  aflbciatcd  for  that  purpofe. 

As  this  is  a  commercial  queftion  of  conltderable  importance,  we  Ihall  give  thofc  papers  at 
large,  which  will  afford  the  belt  elucidation  of  it. 

To  their  Excellencies  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  Baronet,  &c.  See.  and  the  Honour-  ~ 
able  General  John  Vaaghan,  Commanders  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  Fleets  and  Armies 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  &c. 
The  Memorial  and  Remonftrancc  of  the  Merchants  of  St.  Chriftopher  for  themfelres,  and 
as  Agents  and  FaAors  for  many  of  the  moft  commercial  Houfcs  in  Great  Briuin  and 
Ireland. 
"  Your  Excellencies  having  refufed  the  rcqueft  of  our  former  memorial,  we  have  thought 
it  neceffary  to  intrude  upon  you  with  a  fecond  application,  that  we  may  not  b<  wanting  in  all 
due  refpcfl  to  your  Excellencies  characters ;  that  our  proceedings  may  be  conduAedwith  that  - 
caution  and  deliberation  which  is  conliftent  with  the  equity  of  our  demands;  and  that  yoa 
may  be  made  acquainted  with  our  determination,  in  cafe  tliofe  demands  continue  to  be 
rcfoled. 

»  We 
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*'  Wc  have  already  reptefentcd,  that  our  property,  and  that  of  our  conftitucnts,  fairly 
bought,  under  tKe  fanftion  of  afts  of  Parliament,  with  their  and  our  money,  has  been  forcibly 
taken  from  us,  without  our  being-  allowed  to  m^rk  or  number  the  packages,  and  without 
knowing  on  what  (hips  they  were  to  be  loaded.  We  have  now  to  add  to  that  information, 
that  infurances  for  fome  of  thofe  very  goods  have  been  ordered  to  be  made  in  England,  before 
the  capture  of  the  ifland,  on  Ihips  engaged  for  the  purpofc  of  carrying  them  to  Great  Britain, 
"and  now  aAually  in  this  port.  As  by  thefe  means  our  property  is  wrefted  out  of  our  hands, 
-and  the  infurers  abfolved  from  their  engagements,  we  confidcr  your  Excellencies,  and  thofe 
employed  under  you,  as  anfwerablc  for  all  rifques  whatever  of  fea  as  well  as  the  enemy,  until 
the  delivery  of  our  goods  into  the  hands  of  our  rcfpeftive  correfpondents  in  England;  aijd 
your  Excellencies  will  not  be  furprized  at  our  ufing  all  the  means  which  the  laws  of  our  coun- 
try have  provided  for  us  to  feek  rcdrefs.  This  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourfelves,  our  families,  our 
creditors,  and  our  conftitucnts,  however  difagreeable  it  muft  be  to  have  any  difputes  with 
gentlemen,  whom  we  have  always  confidered  as  the  proteftors  of  our  pcrfons  and  fortunes. 
In  this  application  for  ourfelves,  wc  wifh  it  to  be  underftood,  that  the  property  of  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  captured  iflands  is  included,  that  may  have  been  forcibly  taken  off  from  St. 
Euftatius,  in  the  fame  mani^er  that  ours  have  been.  Thejr  produce  was  brought  and  ours 
purchafed  there,  under  the  fanftioil  of  a6ts  of  Parliament ;  and  in  whatever  light  men  of  your 
high  rank  and  elevated  ftations  may  coniider  fuch  authorities,  we  have  been  taught  to  look  up 
to  thciil  with  reverence  and  veneration,  and  have  always  underftood,  that  even  his  Majefty 
cannot  difpenfe  with  them,  and  confequently  cannot  delegate  fuch  a  power  to  others. 

**  In  regard  to  the  European  goods  now  in  our  ftores,  and  in  the  hands  of  our  faftors  at 
St.  Euftatius,'we  entreat  your  Excellencies  to  determine  their  fate  as  foon  as  pofliblc  5  and 
fhould  there  be  a  general  confifcation,  and  the  proceeds  to  remain  in  agents  hands,  or  the 
goods  detained  from  us,  till  his  Majefty's  pleafure  is  known  ;  we  beg  leave  to  reprefent,  that 
we  confider  ourfelves  as  no  ways  obliged  to  reft  fatisfied  with  fuch  falcs  or  detention  ;  but,  oa 
the  contrary,  will  feek  all  lawful  redrefs,  in  this  country  and  in  England,  againft  your  Excel- 
lencies,  and  all  employed  to  take  them  out  of  our  polleflion,  or  who  preveflt  ouV  removing  or 
difpoiing  of  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  may  fell  for  their  full  value. 

"  As  it  is  not  only  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  our  rights,  but  alfo  in  conformity  to  your 
Excellencies  defire,  that  we  (hould  produce  inventories  of  all  our  effefts  at  St.  Euftatius,  we 
doubt  not  but  your  Excellencies  will  readily  furnifli  us  with  the  means  of  procuring  them  ; 
we  have,  therefore,  to  requeft,  that,  in  order  to  enable  us  and  our  partners  and  fa&ors  at  St, 
Euftatius  to  afcertain  the  amount  of  the  goods  already  (hipped  off  by  authority  of  your  Excel- 
lencies, andofwhatmay  be  hereafter  taken  from  us,  you  would  be  pleafed  to  permit  fuch  an 
intercourfe,  perfonal  and  by  correfpondencc  between  us  and  them,  as  may  facilitate  a  meafure 
fo  ncccffary  to  give  the  laws  of  our  country  their  proper  force* 

**  And,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  captured  iflands,  in  whofe  behalf  we  alfo  claim,  have  a 
con(]derable  property  on  board  of  Dutch  veffels,  now  in  St.  Euftatius  road,  which,  we  arc  in- 
formed, are  under  your  Excellencies  orders  for  England,  we  think  it  highly  proper,  that  we 
fhould  here  requeft  your  Excellencies  to  direft  all  papers,  particularly  the  certificates  relating 
to  fuch  property,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  England  by  each  vcflcl,  and  that  the  principal  officers 
of  each  (hip  be  fent  home  to  prove  the  (hipment  and  property  of  fuch  goods,  in  compliance 
with  his  Majefty's  inftruftions. 

T  t  a  '♦We 
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1781  <'  W^  fhall  farther  i^fe  the  fceedom  to  reprefent  to  yoarExc^lcnckA,  one  ferious  bad  qon-* 
feqaence  that  may  arife  to  Britifk  ftibjefts  from  the  oieafares  threa^tei^cd  by  your  ExeQUencies 
to  he  put  in  execution.  It  is  impofiible  for  many  of  us  to,  be  n(iore  efibfti^aUy  ri^ned  by  future 
events  than  by  the  prefent ;  but  our  more  wealthy  conftituents,  and  the  no^tiod  at  large*  may 
fuflfer  from  the  example  fet  by  your  Excellencies  to  other  power^:  if  by  the  fate  of  war  thefe 
iflands  fhould  fall  into  the  bands  of  aa  enraged  enemy,  there;  wilt  be  a  pretext  for  tbeQi  to  re- 
'  taliate,  and  confifcate  private  property ;  fuch  fteps  will  totally  deprive  us  of  th^  means  of  pay- 
ing our  generous  creditors  in  England,  and  be  the  ca\^e  of  numerous  baunkrHptciesthere*^ 
Thus  there  will  be  ruin  inflifted  on  the  very  people  in  the  laotber  country,  who  afb«  witb 
unparalellqd  liberality,  fubicribing  to  fupport  the  war,  at^  the  principal  pillars  of  thft  ftsHie  will 
fall  to  the.ground. 

*<  The.  conquerors  of  all  civilized  nations  have  ever  had  an  eye  to  this  ;  and  both.  motivcs> 
of  humanity  and  policy  preferved  the  property  of  individuals.  One  iniHancer  Uteiy  hs^ppened 
to  the  contrary ; — Greqada  having  been  tat&en  by  fiorm,  without  capituIation»  was  at  the-  vfitxcf 
of  the  CQnquerors.: — though  the  Count  P'Eftaing  did  not  feize  the  property  of  individuals^ 
yet  he  i0ued  edicts  to  prevent  payment  of  debts  due  in  Qreat  Britain,  and  difplaced  agents  of 
abfentces,  by  appointing  truftees  to  r^eceive  tlie  produce  of  the  efi-ates.  Thpfe  meafures  occa- 
fioned  an  univerfalclampur  among  the  enligb^tmed  p;irt  of  the  French  nation,  who  carried  re- 
monftrances  to  the  throne  of  an  abfblute  monarch*  and  Count  D'Eftaing's  conduct  was 
feveitly  reprobated^  his  edicts  refcinded^  and  the  inhabitants  put  uppn  the  ftim^  footing  with 
the  Prench  fqbje£ts  in  that  iiland. 

^\  It  is  fo  far  from  our  inclination  to.give.any  trouble  to  your  Excellencies,  that  il' js  with 
reluctance  we  have  trefpafled  upon  your  attention ;  but  as  we  are  aikiiig  for  a  right,  aad  not 
foliciting  a  favour,— and  aa  that  right  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  ujs,  w(^  not  only  hope 
that  we  fhall  ftand  excufed  to  your  Excellencies,  but  that  you  will,  up^a farther  reflections 
comply  with  our  rcqueft/* 

The  above  memorial,  &c*  was^  prefented  to  Admiral  Rodney  and  General  Vaugban,  by 
John  Glanville,  Efq.  his  Majefty's  Solicitor  General. 

The  principles  on  which  the  Bridfh  commanders  in  chief  a^ed  in  the  bu(inef»  of  St^  Eu« 
ftatius,  were  too  decided  to  bf  moved  by  memorials  or  remonftrances  from  par^tial.  Aifierers* 
The  anfwer  of  the  Admiral  to  that  which  we  have  juft  recited,  marks  the  fpirit  of  his  conduft» 
and  his  determjination  to  continue  it.  '*  After  mentioning  the  impoi&bility  of  coniidering  it 
with  proper  attention,  from  the  more  important  avocations  that  preiled  upoin  bimf.be.pro- 
'  ceeds  to  exprefs  bis  furprize,  that  gentlemen  who  call  themfelves  qaerchants  and  fubjeCts  of 
Great  Britaint  fhould,  when  it  was  in  their  power  to  lodge  their  efieCts  in  the  Britilh  iflands. 
to  windward,  where  they  would  have  bee^  under  the  protection  of  the  Britjfli  laws  and  the 
Britifh  flag,  lend  them  to  leeward,  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  where,  in  the  eye  of  com* 
mon.  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  they  could  only  be  lodged  as  a  depofit  to  fupply  the  neceflity 
of  their  King's  and,  their  country's  enemies."  He  then  conclude^  with  the  following  ftrong, 
tinargumentative,  peremptory  declaration.-*-**  The  ifland  of  St.  Euflatius  was  Dutch, — every 
thing  v\  it  was  Dutch, — every  thing  was  under  the  protection  of  the  Dutch  flag,  and  that  as 
Dutch  it  fhall  be  treated,  is  the  firm  refolution  of  a  Britifh  Admiral,  who  has  no  view  wbat- 
eyer,  but  to  do  the  duty  he  owes  to  his  King  and  country.^' 

But  this  was  not  all, — while  the  merchants  of  St.  Chriflopher^s^  S^Cf  were  endeavouring  to 
d^eft  the  attention  of  the  captors  of  St.  Euflatius,  to  their  interefts,  the  Wefl  India  planters 

3  and 
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i/Si  and  merchants  in  London,  were  fetting  fortb  their  grievances  to  tile  p^wer,  to  whbm  tIiofi» 

officers  were  accountable*    The  following  petition  was  prefeftted  oa  the  tOtbrof  April  to  tiie: 

Ihrone. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Ma  JE8TT* 
ST&e  Petition  of  the  West  India  Planters  emd  MERCflANTS. 

•♦  Thai  yoBr  petitioners  have  very  cotiiiderable  property  and  debts  doe  to  them,  in  the* 
ieveral  iilands  in  t^e  Weft  InditSr  fubjeft  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  as  alfo  in  the  iflands 
©f  Grenada^  the  Gi^enadines,  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent,  which  have>  in  the  eourle  of  the 
prefent  hoillilities,  &Hen  under  the  dominion  of  France. 

**  That  they  have  always  conceived  it  to  be  a  maoeJm  among,  civilized  nations,  eftablifhed  im 
humanity  and  found  policy,  '  that  war  fhould  be  carried  on  with  the  lead  poffible  injury  ta 
V  *  private  property,  found  in  any  countries  or  towns,  which  may  be  invaded  or  conquered  :• 

the  happy  eflbfts  of  which  wife  principles jvour  petitioners'  have  hitherto  experienced  in  the  fc« 
curity  of  their  eftates  and  effe^s  from  rapine  and  plunder,  which  have  been  reciprocally  dif- 
countenanced  by  the  Governors  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  ruinous  to  individuals,  and  produftivb 
of  no  decifive  advantage  to  any  of  the  fbvereign  States  concerned^ 

**  Your  petitioners  are,  therefore,  ferioufly  alarmed  at  the  general  feizure  made  by  the  com- 
manders^of  youi^Majfffty's  feaand  land  forces,  of  goods,  merchandize  and  fpecie,  found  in  the 
iilands  of  St.  Euftatius  and  St.  Martin,,  on  their  furrendering,  without  refiftance,  and  at  dif* 
eretion,  to  the  faid  commanders ;  humbly  conceiving,  that  the  inhabitants  of  places  wblch» 
fobmit  to  the  will,  and  furrender  themfelves  to  the  difcretion  of  an  invading  enemy^  imme* 
diately  uponfuch  fubmiiGon,  become  tlie  fubjefts  of  that  fovereign  or  ftate,  to  whom  the 
Yi£lorious  army  belongs;  and  confequently,  by  their  allegiance,  are  entitled  to  fecurity  ins 
their  perfons  and  property;  it  being  as  repugnant  to  policy  as  humanity,  to  permit  One  clafs 
of  fubjefts  to  plunder  another  ;  the  trader  havhig  an  equal  claim*  with  the  foldier  to  the  pro-^ 
teAion  of  government. 

"  Your  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  rcprcfent  to  your  Majefty,  that  thofe  Dutch  iflands 
did  belong- to  a- fovereign  State,  by  whofe  auAority  and  permiffion  they  were  made  free  ports  ; 
and  that  they  have  been  recognized  as  fuch  by  Great  Britain,  and  all  the  otlier  maritime  powera 
of  EAirope,  who  have  polfeffions  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

**  That  Great  Britain,  in  particular,  has  never  interdiffed' or  prohibited,  to^  her  fubjeAs^. 
the  trade  of  thofe  Dutch  iflands,  but  has,  on  the  contrary,  permitted  the  exportation  of  great 
quantities  of  various  articles  of  goods,  of  the  growtli,  produce  atid  manufadure  of  this  coun-- 
try,  which  have  been  regularly  and  openly  Entered  put,  at  the  feveral  ports  in  this  kingdom^ 
lor  the  faid  t)utch  iflands^ 

«*  That  an  aft  was  paflcd  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  for  removing  afty  legal  doubts  ariling  out 
of  the  Navigation  Ad,  refpefiing  the  importation  of  tobacco  of  the  growth  of  the  colonies  vw 
North  America^  which-  having  efcaped  Britifh  capture,  had,  been  imported  from  the  colonies- 
in  rebellion,  into  thofe  Dutch  iflands;  declaring  and  enading,  ^  that  foch  tobacco  might  be 
*  legally  imported  from  thofe,  or  any  other  neutral  iflands,  into  any  Britifli  iflknd;  and  from: 
^  thence  into  Great  Britain  :'  by  which  aft,  the  trade  to  the  faid  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius  and 
St»  Martin^  which  had  always  been,  in  many  refpe£ts,  legal,  became  an  obje£t  of  public  en* 
couragement,  by  being  extended  beyond  what  the  ftrifl  conftruftion  of  law  feemed  formerly 
to.authorize(» 

«  That 


334  AN     HISTORICAL     ANT>     C  H  R  O  N  O  I- 0  C  I  C  A  L     DEDi/CTTOM 


A.  n. 


i78i  **  That  ikicc  the  pafling  the  faid  aft,  and  even  before,  during  the  prcfcnt. rebellion,  a  great 
part  of  the  tobacco,  abfolutcly  neceffary  for  the  confumption  and  revenue  of  Great  Britain, 
has  been  imported  through  that  channel,  to  thp  manifeft  benefit  of  the  navigation  of  this 
kingdom  ;  for  if  the  market  had  not  been  fuppiied  by  thofe  means,  there  would  have  been  an 
indifpenfable  necedity  for  admitting  tobacco  from  Holland,  after  having  been  carried  thither 
from  thofe  iflands  in  Dutch  veiTels ;  and  Great  Britain  woiild,  confequently,  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  profit  arifing  from  the  long  navigation  of  that  bulky  commodity. 

"  Thatfince  the  commencement  of  the  American  rebellion,  the  faid  iflands  of  St.  Euflatius 
and  St.  Martin  have  been  frequently  of  the  moft  effential  fervice  to  the  Britifh  Leeward  Iflands, 
particularly  in  the  years  1777  and  1778,  wlien  the  iflands  of  Antigua  and  St.  Chriftopher 
would  have  fufFered  all  the  miferies  of  aftual  famine,  had  not  they  drawn  from  St.  Euflatius 
thofe  fupplies  which  they  formerly  received  from  North  America. 

•*  Thatfince  the  capture  of  Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent,  thofe 
iflands  have  been  principally  fuppiied  with  tnt  feveral  neceflaries  for  their  confumption,  and 
for  the  cultivation  of  their  plantations,  through  the  medium  of  St.  Euflatius^  and  that  many 
Britifli  fubjefts,  having  property  in  thofe  captured  iflands,  have  been  obliged  to  eftablifli  houfes 
of  trade  in  the  faid  ifland  of  St.  Euflatius,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  ofTupplying  thofe  iflands, 
and  have  ordered  various  articles  to  be  fliipped  for  St.  Euflatius  from  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 

-from  Holland. 

•*  That  the  great  want  of  plantation  ftores  and  other  neceflaries,  in  thofe  captured  iflands, 
has  alfo  obliged  many  of  the  planters  to  ftiip,  from  time  to  time,  a  great  part  of  the  produce 
of  their  plantations  to  St.  Euflatius,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  fuch  plantation  ftores  and 

lieceflTaries. 

*<  That  many  of  your  Majefty's  faithful  and  loyal  fubje{ls,  on  the  faith  of  Great  Britain, 
having  recognized  the  trade,  have  fettled  as  general  traders  in  thofe  Dutch  iflands,  and  have 
<:onflderable  property  in  goods,  merchandize  and  money,  in  the  faid  iflands ;  and  that  others 
of  your  Majefly's  moft  faithful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  as  agents  for  the  Dutch  as  well  as  Britifli 
merchants  in  thefe  iflands,  have  fliipped  confiderable  quantities  of  goods  and  merchandize  on 
account  of  the  faid  merchants. 

<^  That  thofe  Dutch  iflands,  particularly  St.  Euflatius,  have,  therefore,  been,  and  ought 
to  be,  confidered  as  free  ports,  open  to  all  the  world,  where  the  fubjefts  of  all  States  in  amity 
with  Holland  were  equally  welcome,  where  the  goods  imported  by  the  hand  of  commerce  were 
at  open  market,  ready  to  be  fold  to  the  beft  bidder,  without  favour  and  aiFeftion,  without  any 
partial  or  political  attachmetvt  or  predileftion  to  any  of  the  powers  at  war,  without  regard  to 
any  other  objeft  than  that  of  mercantile  profit,  which  is  the  fpring  and  foul  of  all  commerce 
whatever ;  and  that  the  value  of  the  faid  iflands  to  that  fovereign  power  to  which  they  belong- 
ed, as  well  as  to  your  Majcfty's  fubjefts  and  other  nations,  confiftcd  in  their  being  univerfal 
open  marts,  and  not  in  the  inconfiderableproduftionof  tlieir  foil. 

"  Your  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprcfent  to  your  Majefty,  that,  as  a  very  confider- 
able part  of  the  property  found  in  thofe  Dutch  iflands,  muft  neccflTarily  belong  to  many  of  your 
Majefty*s  moft  faithful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  from  the  caufes  above  ftated,  fo  there  are  ilkewife 
others  of  your  Majefty^s  fubjefts  refiding  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  Britifli  Leeward  Iflands, 
who  are  large  creditors  of  the  Dutch  and  Britifli  merchants  in  thofe  Dutch  iflands,  not  only 
on  account  of^oods  and  mercliandize,  openly  and  avowedly  fliipped  by  them^  as  the  agents  of 
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178 1  the  faid  merchants,  but  alfo  in  refpeft  of  dealings  and  engagements  antjfcedent  to^  atfd  uncon^ 
ne£ted  with  the  trade  carried  on  by  fuch4:heir  debtors  in  thofe  iflands. 

.  "  With  rcfpcft  to  the  property  founcl  in  the  faid  iflands,  belonging  to  the  fubje£ls  of  the 
States  of  Holland,  or  any  other  Qf  your  Majefty's  enemies,  your  petitioners  having  already 
ftated  what  they  humbly  conceive  to  be  the  humane  and  political  practice  of  war,  feel  them- 
felves  impelled' by  a  principle  of  gratitude,  to  prcfent  to  your  royal  view  the  condqft  of  the 
commanders  of  the  French  King's  forces,  and  of  the  court  of  France,  in  the  c^fe  of  the  coa- 
qucil  of  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines. 

*'  When  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  after  having  made  a  zealous,  but  unfuccefsful  defence, 
againft  the;  enemy*s  force,  furrendered  at  difcretion,  there  was  no  plunder  allowed,  except  on 
the  Hofpital  Hill,  which  was  taken  by  ftorm,  and  where  the  fmall  efFeds  that  were  lodged, 
neceffairily  fejl,  in  furore  beiiiy  to  t^p  firft  of  the  aflallants  who  could  lay  their  hands  upon  them,. 
The  goods  and  merchandize  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  in  that  ifland,  to  a  very  large  amount, 
not  merely  intended- for  the  ufe  and  confumption  of  the  ifland,-  but  for  tlie  general  market  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  remained  untouched,  and  every  fpecies  of  property  whatever  was  left  invio- 
late, even  the  goods  upon  the  quays  and  beach,  in  various  parts  of  the  ifland, 

'^  Tlicrewere,  indeed,  certain  ordinances  iflued  by  the  French  governor,  on  taking  pof- 
feifion  of  the  faid  ifland,  by  which  the  produce  of  ail  plantations  belonging  to  abfentees  was 
to  be  fequeftered  until  a  peace ;  and  the  payment  of  all  debts  due  to  your  Majefty's  fubje^ls^ 
reflding  in  any  part  of  your  Majefty's  dominions,  was  prohibited,  under  pain  of  military/  exe- 
cution. But  on  the  application  of  tlie  parties  interefted  to  the  court  of  France,  thofe  ordi- 
nances were  immediately  revoked-  by  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  ;  and  all  perfons  whatever,, 
whether  prefent  or  abfent,  were  fecurjed  in  the  full  poiTeflion  of  their  eftates  and  cfFefts  :  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  having*  been  pleafed,  at  the  fame  time,  to  exprefs  his  difapprobation  of 
thofe  ordinances,  '  as  tending  to  injure  civil  contracts,  which  are  founded  on  the  law  of  na* 
ture,  and  which  form  the  moft  facred  bond  of  fociety,  being  the  principal  fource  of  that 
reciprocal  communication  and  interconrfe  fubflfting  between  the  fubjeds  of  all  nations;  to 
which  contracts,  and  to  private  property  in  general,  the  pra£tice  of  war^  amongxivilized  ftates, 
haS' ever  had  the  moft  tender  regard.* 

**  Your  petitioners  likewife,  with  pleafure  refleft,  that  your  Majefty,  in  the  very  beginning, 
of  your  reigUj  gaye  a  ftriking  example  of  clemency  upon  the  capture  of  Dominica  ;  the  inha- 
bitants of  which  ifland  were  fettled  there  againft  exprefs  treaties,  unacknowledged  by  any  fove- 
reign;  profefling  neutrality,  yet  exercifing  hoftilities  againft  your  Majefty's  fubjefts^  and^ 
when  fummoned  to  fubmit  to  your  Majefty's  arms,  not  only  refufed  to  furrender,  but,  pro* 
yoking  an  aflault,  were  reduced  fword  in  hand  ;  yet,  by  your  Majefty's  wifdom  and  gencrofity,. 
the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  were  preferved  in  the  pofleflion  of  all  their  property. 

"  Your  petitioners  do  not  conceive  that  thofe  defencelefs  iflands  were  furprized  and  taken 
pofleflion  of  by  your  Majefty's  arms  for  the  fake  of  inglorious  fpoil,  but  merely  with  a  view 
to  great  political  objedls,  in  conducting  the  prefent  hoftilities  againft  the  combined  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  by  depriving  them,  in  future,  of  the  convenience  and  advantage  of  thofe  marts.. 
They  have  ever  confidercd  Great  Britain  as  priding  herfelf  in  afts  of  generofity  and  humanity, 
not  Icfs  than  in  brilliant  achievements  of  valour  in  war  ;  and  they  are  confident  that  your 
Majefty  will  not  permit  the  Britifti  name  to  be  ftained  by  a  departure  from  that  line  of  conduft, 
which  has  hitherto  fo  peculiarly  cl^ara£lerifed  tliis  nation,  and  her  facred  regard  to  the  rights 
of  mankind.  . 

They 
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J 781  *^  They  bc^  kav^  to  repeat  to  your  Majefty,  that  the  ^onfifcatton  of  private  property  m 
thofe  Dtitch  iflands,  would  ^^voufly  affe&  many  of  yoor  MajoftyH  Inoft  faithful  mnrd  loya 
ii^jeAs,  who  have  traded  there  onder  the  fauftion  of  our  iaws,  tn*  who  are  creditors  of  mer* 
chants  in  the  faid  iflands*,  and»«t  the  fametime,  to  fiate  to  your  Majefty  their  apprehenfions, 
t}ia^  fuch  a  sneafure,  fo  lar  as  it  would  injure  the^pcoperty  ^  the  fubjefis  of  the -enemy,  niuft 
vncceilarily  ttnd  to  encreafe  the  calamities  of  war,  by  ^exciting  defpei*ate  re&ftance^-^by -exafpe- 
xating  our  foes  againft  the  trading  inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands  which  may  hereafter  be  obliged 
tp  fubmit  to  their  arms,*— and  by  eftabhlhing  a.predatory.  fyftem»  deftrudive  and  ruinotfi  in  it$ 
confequences  to  individuals,  and  of  no  folid  benefit  to  the  feveral  ftates  concerned* 

*'  Signed  by  order,  andin  thd  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Weft  India  planters  and  mer- 
chants, 'V  W1LL.IAM  CmCHTON, 

^^  Chairman  of  the  general  meeting  on  this  fpecial  bufmefs." 

But  the  Weft  India  planters  and  merchants  who  coi\fidered  tbemfeives  «9  foffercrs  by  the 
^ei^eral'confifcation  of  St.  Euftatius,  did  not  content  themfelves  with  memorials  and  petitions, 
but  bad  immediate  recourfe  to  the  laws  of  their  country  ;  and  various  )aw*fuitB  were  codimen* 
ced,  in  ord<r  to  try  whether  the  condud  of  tlie  captors  of  St^Euftatius  would  obtain  tho  fane- 
tion  of  law.  Tbefe  cireumftances  occaiioned  a  great  coolnefs,  which  at  length  foreboded  a  fet- 
tled diflikc  between  the  navalcommander  in  chief  and  the  Britifh  iflands  which  were  commit- 
ted to  his  charge  and  protedion :  a  circumftance  which  could  not  but  be  confidered  fts  ex- 
tremely unfortunate  in  fuch  a  critical  feafoa  of  the  war. 

The  foufinefs  of  St.  Euftatius  was  not,  however,  confined  to  thofe  who  were  more  immedi* 
fttely  concerned  in  it :  the  attention  of  Parliament  was  claimedon  the  occafion ;  and  Mr.  Burke 
moved,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  an  enquiry  into  the  conduA  pbferved  in  the  late  cap- 
ture of  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  particularly  with  vefpeft  to  the  feizure  and  confifcation  of 
private  property,  as  well  as  to  many  outrages  ftated  to  have  been  committed  there.  But  the 
abfence  of  the  commanders,  who  were  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the  fobjeft  of  enquiry,  was 
thought  a  fofficient  ground  for  poftponing  it  tiU  the  enfuing  feifion;  and  to  that  period  we 
muft  refqp  oyr  readers  for  any  fur  Aer  information  on  this  important  fubjeA. 

In  the  month  of  Odober,  1780,  feveral  of  the  Weft  India  iftands  were  afBiAed  with  one  of 
the  moft  dreadfol  hurricanes  that  had  ever  been  experienced  in  that  part  of  the  globe.  The 
damage  done  by  it  to  fome^f  the  Britiih  and  French  iflands,  as  as  well  as  to  the  (hipping,  was 
immenfe)  and  far  exceeded  any  kfles,  from  fuch  a  caufe,  that  had  ever  been  fuftaiined  by  thofe 
'ootonies* 

The  Britifh  ifland  which  fnSered  moft  was  that  of  Barbadoes  :  it  underwent  an  almoft  total 
deftini&ion.  The  iflands  of  Jamaica,  Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  and  St.  Lucia,  panicuknrly  the 
former,  were  aHb  ^reat  iharecs  in  this  alarming  vifiration.  The  Fr^Mh  Hlsmds  of  Marfinico 
and  Guadalotqjc  did  not  e&ape  an  equal  portion  of  the  general  calamity :  the  principal  towns 
ill  both  were  almoft  kvelledt  with  the  earth ;  many  tfaoufand  lives  were  1<^  from  the  irruption 
4ii  the  fea,  the  fall  of  buildings,  &c. ;  and^  among  the  vaft  quantity  of  fivipping  caft  away,  were 
two  Britifh  fltips  of  tba  line,  and  feveral  frigates :  feveral  French  Ihips  of  war  alfo  met  witli 
the  iame  fine. 

.  Thefe  horrieanes  involved  the  inliabitants  of  fome  of  the  Britifh  iflands  in  fuch  extreme 
^ftyefs,  that  it  was  thought  necefliiry  to  mal&e  application  to  Farliament  for  afliftance  and  relief. 
Aecosdingiy,  on  the  23d  of  January  in  tlits  year,  (which  was  the  firft  day  on  Which  the  Houfe 
of  Conunons  s^cmbled  after  the  Chriftmas  recefs)  a  petition  was  prefented,  by  Lord  North, 
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1 781.  from  the  planters^  merchants,  and  other  perfojis  intereftcd  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  in  which 
It  was  dated,  that* the  parifhcs  of  Weftmoreland  and  Hanover,  in  that  ifhind,  had  been  laid 
wafle  by  the  late  hurricanes,  earthquakes,  and  inundations^  whereby  moft  of  the  buildings  in 
thofe  parifheSf  together  with  the  produce  of  the  earth,  were  in  a  great  meafure  deftroyed  ^  and 
that  other  diftri£ts  "in  the  liland  had  received  very  confiderable  damage.  It  was  added,  that 
the  lofles  of  the  feverai  fufFerers  amounted  to  fuch  an  enormous  fum,  as  to  require  the  immedi^ 
ate  aid  and  affidance  of  Parlian>enr. 

A  petition  was  glfo  prefcnted  by  Mn  Eft  wick,  agent  for  Barbadoes,  from  the  planters,  mer- 
chants, and  others  rcfident  in  England,  and  interefted  in  the  ifland  t>f  Barbadoes  j  in  which  it 
was  ftated,  that  the  violence  of  the  Utc  hurricanes  had  extended  over  the  w^ofe  ifland,  affefting 
almoft  every  individual,  and  reducing  to  diftrefs  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants.  Of 
nearly  400  plantations,  fcarcely  one  had  efcaped  the  general  calamity  ;  moft  had  fuftained  very 
confiderable,  and  many  almoft  irreparable  damages  :  almoft  all  the  buildings,  nearly  one-half 
of  the  cattle,  and  many  flaves  had  been  deftroyed  ;  fevcral  towns  had  fufFcred,  and  the  principal 
in  an  extreme  degree.  From  thefc  caufes,  the  inhabitants,  to  the  number  of  above  20,000 
whites,  had  been  almoft  deftitute  of  habitations,  food,  and  raiment.  The  petitioners  there- 
fore folicited  the  Houfe,  that  it  would  afford  the  fufFerers  fuch  fpeedy  and  efFcftual  relief,  as 
would  not  only  fecure  them  from  impending  want,  but  alfo  affift  them  to  ere£t  anew  their 
buildings,  and  to  procure  other  neceftaries,  and  thereby  enable  them  again  to  cultivate  their 
eftates.     A  petition  was  alfo  prefented  from  the  lord  mayor,^  aldermen,  and  common  council 

'  of  London,  recommending  tlie  diftrefled  inhabitants  of  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes  to  the  attention 
and  generofity  of  Parliament. 

The  minifter  informed  the  Houfe,  that  bis  Majefiy  having  been  acquainted  with  the  con- 
tents of  thefe  petitions,  had  recommended  them  to  the  confideration  of  Parliament,  The  day 
following,  therefore,  the  bufinefs  was  more  particularly  difcufted ;  when  Lord  North  obferved, 
that  if  an  eftimate  were  to  be  made  of  the  commercial  value  to  this  country  of  the  two  pariflies 
on  which  the  hurricane  fell  in  Jamaica,  and  if  it  were  compared  with  the  commercial  value  to« 
this  country  of  Barbadoes,  perhaps  thofe  two  parilhes  were  more  than  equivalent^  in  that  fcale,. 
to  the  whole  of  that  ifland.  If  therefore  a  calculation  were  to  be  made  of  the  quantum  of  re- 
lief to  be  fent  to  each  ifland  upon  this  principle,  the  greateft  fum  would  be  fent  to  Jamaica  : 
-but  Parliament  would  be  too  juft  to  make  this  the  rule  of  their  charity,  which  (hould  be  regu- 
lated, hot  by  the. meafure  of  their  lofs,.  but  by, the  urgency  of  their  wants.  The  hurricane  had 
fallen  on  only  a  part  of  Jamaica,  but  had  ravaged  and  laid  wafte  the  whole  of  Barbadoes*  In 
the  latter  ifland  all  were  fufFerers ;  in  Jamaica,  the  greater  ^|rt  of  the  ifland,  though  indeed  the 
^  leaft  fertile,  had  efcaped  the  general  vifltation  :  whence  it  might  be  prefuraed,  that  the  necefTa- 
ries  of  life  might,  be  purchafed  by  the  poor  amongft  the  fufFerers,  which  were  not  very  many 
in  the  two  fufFerirtg  pariflfiesj  for  money  :  motiey  therefore  was  the  principal  thing  of  which 
they  ftood  in  need.  But  in  Barbadoes,  where  the  efFeds  of  the  hurricane  were  general,  the 
number  of  poor  wlyte  people  was  great,  and  they  would  ftand  in  need  of  many  of  the  necef- 
faries  of  life,  confifting  of  bulky  commodities,  which  could  not  be  tranfmitted,  like  a  credit 
on  the  bank  of  England,  without  any  expence,  but  would^occafion  a  confiderable  deduAion 
from  the  fum  voted  for  their  relief,— for  freight,  infurance,  and  fimilar  incidents : — In  the 
article  of  af&ftance,  therefore,,  the  painful  preference  was  due  to  Barbadoes.  In  confequence  of 
this  ftatement,  the  Houfe  agreed  to  three  refolutions : — Firft,  to  grant  So^oool.  for  the  relief 
Vol.  IV.  *  U  u  of 
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1 78 1  ofBarbadoes;  fecondly,  to  grant  40,000!.  for  the  relief  of  Jamaica;    and,  thirdly,  that  theft 
furas  fhould  be  paid  for  the  afe  of  thp  fufFcrcrs,  without  any  deduftion. 

On  the  25th  of  the  Tame  month,  the  minifters  communicated  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
a  meflage  from  the  King,  in  which  his  Majefty  acquainted  tlicm,  that  during  the  reccfs,  he 
liad  been  obliged  to  dircft  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  to  be  iflued  againft  the  States-General 
of  the  United  Provinces  and  their  fubjefls.  For  the  caufes  and  motives  of  his  condud,  on 
that  occa(ion,4ie  referred  them  to  his  public  manifeflo  againft  that  republic,  which  he  ha4 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  &c.  with  feveral  other  papers  relative  to  the  rupture  with 
Holland,  '  X 

Very  animated  debates  took  place  on  this  occaiion  in  both  Houfes  :  the  oppoiition  repro- 
bated the  war  with  Holland  in  the  moft  pointed  manner.  But  the  principal  ground  of  argu-  , 
ment  was  taken  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Americans,  which  had  been  difcovered  by  the 
capture  of  Mk.  Laurens.  It  was  faid  to  be  no  more  than  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  or  the  rough 
draught  of  a  cqmpaft  hereafter  to  be  entered  into  by  the  intending  coiltrafting  parties  :  that  it 
depended  entirely  on  events  which  were  unknown,  and  might  not  happen ;  in  which  cafe,  the 
treaty  was  never  to  be  ratified  :  that  it  was  no  more  than  a  fpeculative  eiTay, — a  mere  contem* 
plative  projeft. 

To  fuch  reafoning  it  was  eafily  anfwered-*-That  the  treaty  was  adually  figned  and  fealed  ; 
the  names  of  thepenlionary  of  Amfterdam,  and  Moniieur  de  Neufville,  a  merchant  of  that 
city,  being  fubfcribed  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  magiftracy  of  Amfterdam,  and  the  name  of 
William  Lee,  as  commiffioner  or  agent  for  the  Congrefs  of  America,     fiefides,  it  might  be 
very  properly  urged,  that  when  two  powers  ftood  connefted  together  by  folemn  treaty  and 
ancient  alliance,  as  the  States  of  Holland  and  Great  Britain  were,  it  made  very  little  differ- 
ence in  the  fcalc  of  offence  and  provocation,  whether  a  treaty,  like  that  of  the  penfionary  Van 
Berkel,  was  fully  ratified  and  confummated,  or  only  in  progreflion.      Indeed  the  States- 
General  had  refufed  to  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  the  requifition  in  his  Majefty's  memorial,  de- 
livered by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  that  proper  notice  fhould  be  taken  of  Van  Berkel  and  his  aflTo- 
ciates  ;  fo  far  as  fuch  a  refufal  could  be  implied  by  a  contemptuous  iilence.     As  to  the  principal 
magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  they  were  fo  far  from  difavowing  the  faft,  or  attempting  to  palliate 
it,  that  they  gloried  in  the  whole  tranfa^ion  ;  and  exprefsly  declared,  even  to  the  States- 
General,  that  what  they  had  done  was  no  more  than  their  Indifpenfable  duty  required  of. 
them.     It  may  be  alfo  fuggefted,  that  the  opinion  of  this  treaty  being  no  more  than  a  projeft, 
might,  perhaps,  have  fome  weight  in  the  argument,  if  an  opportunity  had  not  been  given  to 
the  States^-General  to  retraft  or  difavow  it.     Inftead  of  that,  their  conduft  amounted  nearly, 
if  not  entirely,  to  an  avowal  or  approbation  of  its  contents  :  they  poftponed  it  ad  refercyidum  \ 
and  by  fo  doing,  they  difclaimed  it  in  form,  but  acknowledged  it  in  fubftance  :  for,  though  it 
may  be  allowed,  for  argument's  fake,  that  they  were  not  prepared  immediately  to  punifh  the 
offender,  Van  Berkel,  they  might  have  fatisfied  the  Britifh  court,  by  reprobating  it  in  an  ab- 
ftraft  refolution  or  opmion,  expreiCng,  in  general  terms,  their  total  difapprobation,  and  de- 
,   daring  the  impropriety  or  criminality  of  any  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  republic  entering  into  a 
treaty  with  the  rebellious  fubjefts  of  another  ftate,  in  amity  and  alliance  with  them.     The  ^ 
motion  made  in  both  Houfes,  in  confequence  of  the  meffage,  that  an  addrefs  (hould  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  alTuring  him  that  the  Houfe  would,  with  a  firm  and  determined  refolu- 
tion, fuppprt  the  juft  and  ncceflary  war  againft  Holland,  &c.  &c.  was  carried  in  both  places 
i^y  a  confidcxable  majority. 

3  The 
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178 1  The  affairs  of  Indi^  now  began  to  require,  and  to  attrafl  the  moft  ledous  attention  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  It  was  ftrongly  inlifted  upon  by  many  perfons  of  weight,  that  tlie  inter- 
ference of  the  crown,  under  the  fanftion  of  Parliament,  in  1773,  in  regulating  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  pofleiTtons  in  Alia,  and  in  the  kivanagement  of  its  aiFairs  at 
home,  inftead  gf  the  benefits  which  were  held  out  at  that  time,  had  produced' fuch  fcenes  of 
diforder,  and  fuch  a  flatcof  confufion  in  India,  as  has  not  often  been  the  re&ilt  of  civil,  or 
even  of  any  regulated  military  cftablifhment. 

It  was  generally  allowed,  that  the  double  interefts  which  were  then  formed,  mutually  coun* 
terafting  each  other,  and  the  oppoiite  powers  which  the  Company's  fervants  looked  up  to, 
neceffarily  flackened  all  the  bands  of  obedience,  and,  by  degrees,  deftroyed  all  authority.  The 
revolution  at  Madras,  the  fate  of  Lord  Pigot,  the  triumph,  rather  than  efcape,  of  the  authoDS 
of  that  cataftrophe,  for  which  they  had  only  been  fined  i cool,  each,  with  the  extraordinary 
phaenomenon  of  Indian  princes,  at  the  diftance  of  half  the  globe,  becoming  the  authors  of 
cabals,  and  the  leaders  of  parties  in  the  capital  of  Great  Britain,  formed,  altogether,  fuch  a 
combination  of  circumflances,  as  pointed  out  the  ncceffity  of  a  review  of  our  policy  itfelf,  in 
the  government  of  India,  as  well  as  of  the  ftriking  efFefts  which  it  had  produced. 

Bengal,  by  the  new  regulations,  had  been  made  the  feat  of  government  of  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions in  the  Eaft.  Two  jurifdiAions  were  there  eftabliflied  ;  the  one  pofTefling  all  the  politi- 
cal and  executive  powers  of  government,  under  the  name  of  Governor-General  and  Council^ 
extended  its  fupqrintendance  and  controul  over  the  other  prelidencies  of  Madras  and  Bombay. 
The  fecond,  compofed  of  judges  fent  from  England,  was  called  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judi*- 
cature,  and  was  entirely  independent  of  the  Governor-General  and  Council.  As  the  one  fuc- 
ceeded,  with  great  additional  powers,  to  the  ancient  prefidency,  fo  the  latter  did  to  the  Mayor's 
Court  of  Calcutta :  a  court,  which  though  compofed  of  magiftrates  not  bred  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  law,  yet  by  aAing  upon  the  general  principles  of  re6litude,  and  with  the  afliftancc 
of  juries,  was  highly  diftinguifhed,  as  well  for  the  moderate  expence  of  time  and  money  at 
which  juftice  was  obtained,  as  for  the  fairnefs  of  its  proceedings,  and  the  equity  of  *  its  de- 
cifions. 

It  was  fcarcely,  perhaps,  in  the  nature. of  things,  that  thefe  feparate,  independent  powers, 
efpecially  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  home,  as  to  be  in  a  great  mcafure  beyond  the  reach  of  con- 
troul, fhould  fubfift  long  together  without  clalhing.  The  public  had  hitherto  received  only 
the  charges  againft  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  Calcutta.  Their  friends  could  there- 
fore only  requeft,  that  no  hafty  opinions  fhould  be  formed,  nor  cenfure  paft  upon^heir  con- 
duft,  until  they  were  heard.  ' 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  it  was  not  eafy  to  fettle  in  what  proportions  the  blame  is  to  be  laid; 
upon  the  conftitution  itfelf,  or  upon  thofe  who  afted  under  it.  It  feems,  however,  to  have 
been  generally  acknowledged,  that  the  meafure  of  attempting  to  eftablifh  Englilh  laws,  courts^ 
and  forms  of  juftice,  amongft  the  various  nations,  religions,  languages,  and  races  of  men  fqb- 
fifting  in  India,  and  where  fcarcely  any  length  of  time  could  even  render  them  intelligible, 
will  probably  ever  be  confidercd  as  a  fundamental  political  error.  The  antiquity  of  the  Gentoo  ^ 
civilization,  laws,  religion,  and  cuftoms,  fortified  by  the  invincible  attachment  which  it  pro- 
duced  in  the  people,  had,  in  all  ages,  procured  the  political  attention,  if  not  the  refpe£t,  of 
the  moft  barbarous  of  their  various  conquerors.  However  tlie  people  were  oppreficd  or  pil- 
laged, their  prejudices,  in  thofe  refpe£ts,  were  held  facrqd  and  inviolate. 

U  u  a  The 
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1781  The  Zemindars,  who*are  at  prcfcnt  the  great  landholders  of  India,  are  likewife  a  fort  of 
hereditary  princes  of  the  country  They  generally  rent  from  their  fubfifting  maflers,  thofc 
-  lands  which  their  anceftors  poflcflcd  in  fovereignty.  Some  of  thefe  hold  lands  to  the  extent  of 
ten  or  twelve  thoufand  fquare  miles  ;  and  as  the  rents  were  generally  eafy,  and  the  people  ftill 
regard  them  with  the  bigheft  degree  of  attachment  and  reverence,  they  are  enabled  to  retain 
fome  appearance  of  former  royalty  in  their  palaces,  and  ftill  more  in  their  authority^  The 
Englifh  government  in  this  country,  is  in  a  great  meafure  maintained  through  this  attachment 
of  the  people  to  tlieir  princes ;  and  the  defire  of  enabling  the  Zemindar  to  difcharge  his.  rent, 
is  a  principd  fpur  to  their  induftry.  AH  the  judicial  bufinefs  of  the  country  had  hitherto  been 
tranfaAed  in  their  provlndai  courts,  and  matters  of  litigation  decided  according  to  the  known 
laws  and  cuftoms. 

The  authority  of  the  native  courts  was  not  only  denied  by  the  new  judicature,  but  their 
niembers  were  punifhed,  even  to  ruin,  as  well  as  perfonal  infli£tion,  for  the  difcharge  of  their 
funflions,  according  to  the  eilablifhcd  laws  and  conftitution  of  their  country,  which  had,  till 
now,  been  acknowledged  by  all  conquerors.  We  are  at  all  times  to  recoUedt,  <hat  it  had  been 
the  conftant  policy  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  the  government  of  thofe  countries,  to  a£l 
under  the  apparent  authority,  and  as  the  nominal  fervants  and  officers,  of  that  Ihadow  of  the 
ancient  Supreme  fovereignty,  the  reprefentative  of  the  Grand  Mogul,  who  ftill  refided  at  Delhi: 
fo  that  the  new  fyftem  of  judicature  operated  not  (imply  as  a  violent  and  unprepared  innova- 
ticsi,  but  as  a  total  revolution  in  the  mode  of  government  eftabli(hed  by  ourfelves. 

The  aftonifhed  and  terrified  natives  of  Bengal  and  the  adjoining  countries,  now  beheld  the  ex- 
traordinary fpeflacle  of  Englifh  bailiffs,  accompanied  by  confiderable  bodies  of  armed  Europeans, 
traverfing  the  country,  at  the  diftance  of  fome  hundreds  of  miles  froni  Calcutta,  to  execute 
by  force  the  decrees  of  the  new  judicature,  founded  upon  laws  and  diftinfiions  which  they 
were  utterly  incapable  of  comprehending,  in  the  palaces  and  on  the  perfons  of  the  Zemindars, 
whom  they  viewed  at  once  with  the  refpe£t  due  to  their  natural  princes,  and  to  the  medium 
of  European  authority.  Force,  in  defence  of  all  that  was  held  facred,  was  oppofed  to  force  : 
a  kind  of  fieges  were  formed  ;  reinforcements  were  fent  to  oppofe  the  afTailants  ;  the  timidity, 
not  the  inclination  of  the  people,  prevented  their  being  cut  to  pieces ;  places  were  carried  by 
ftorm  ;  and  the  brother  of  one  of  the  Rajahs,'  with  others  of  his  friends  and  family,  was  killed 
in  the  defence  of  his  palace. 

The  apartments  of  the  women,  which  are  held  facred  throughout  all  the  Eaft,  and  ftill 
more  fo  among  the  Gcntoos  of  rank,  were  violently  broken  into,  and  their  perfons,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  receive  fome  defilement  even  from  the  cafual  view  of  a  ftranger,  were  fubjeft 
fo  tlie  rude  handling  and  rough  treatment  of  that  fort  of  ruffians  who  are  generally  employed 
upon  fuch  occafions.  But  this  was  not  the  worft  part  of  the  bufinefs  :  their  places  of  private 
and  domeftic  worfhip  were  violated  in  the  fame  manner,  and  thofe  fymbols  or  external  obieft^ 
of  their  adoration,  which  had  been  fanftified  by  the  reverence  of  ages,  were  dragged  from 
their  places  by  profane  hands,  and  thrown  amongft  the  heap  of  houfchold  furniture  which  was 
-collefted  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  execution. 

The  Governor-General  and  Council,  who  confidered  all  matters  of  finance,  and,  confc* 
quently,  alltranfaftions  with  tlie  Zemindars,  as  cognizable  only  by  themfelves,  and  ftill  regu- 
lated, in  tliat  refort,  by  the  known  laws  and  cuftornary  courfe  of  juftice  in  the  country,  could 
not  but  rcfent  thi^  invafion  of  their  authority.  They  had,  indeed,  much  ferious  caufe  of  ap- 
jprehenfion*  from  tlje  efFcfts  which  this  violcjice  on  the  rights,  paffions^  and  prejudices  of  the 

people 
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1781.  people  might  produce  ia  a  country,  where  fb  many  millions  of  natives  were  governed  by  au 
handful  of  flrangers. 

They  accordingly  employed  the  military  force  of  the  company  to  reilrain  the  violence  of  the 
civil  power  ^  and  a  gang*  confiiling  of  fourfcore  bailiffs  and  their  ailbciates,  were  in  one  in* 
fiance  difarmed  and  fent  up  prifoneis  to  Calcutta.  Two  petitions  were  now  prefented  to  Par* 
liament:  the  one  from  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  giving  a  long  flatemcnt  of  the 
-tranfaAioRSy  and  requefting  an  indemnification  from  tbofe  Jegal  penalties  which^  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  government  and  of  the  country,  tliey  had  been  under  the  neceflity  of  incurring,  in 
refifling  the  decrees  of  the  fuprcme  court,  and  the  operation  of  an  aft  of  Parliament. 

The  fecond  petition  was  fubfcribcd  by  648  Britifh  fubjedts  reiiding  in  the  provinces  of  Ben- 
gal, Bahar  and  OrifTa,  containing  a  long  xletail  of  the  grievances,  oppreflions,  and  violations 
of  their  rights  as  men  and  as  Britons,  which  they  had  eiuiured  under  the  authority  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Judicature ;  particularly  of  their  being  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  trials  by  jury 
in  all  civil  cafes ;  of  the  cftabliflimcnt  of  ex  poji  faiio  and  retrofpeftivc  laws ;  of  fome  matters 
relative  u>  appeals  and  tlie  admiifion  of  evidence,  which  appeared  to  be  extremely  oppreilivc 
And  unjuft;  with  a  number  of  other  alTumptions  of  power,  which,  as  flated,  fecmcd  to  be  of 
a  very  extraordinary  nature.  They  likewifc  confirm  the  accounts  given  by  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral and  Council,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  confuiioxi,  anarchy  and  danger,  which,  through 
thefe  means,  prevailed  in  the  country. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  General  Smith  entered  into  an  ample  difcuffion  of  the  petitions, 
and  of  Che  itate  of  affairs  in  India,  and  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  petitions  might  be  re- 
ferred to  a  fele£t  committee,  confining  of  fifteen  members,  to  be  chofen  by  ballot,  and  that  it 
fhould  meet  in  the  chamber  above  theirs*  The  minifter  made  no  objeftion  to  the  motion  : — 
but,  as  he  had  brought  in  the  bill  that  had  paded  a  few  years  before  for  the  government  of 
India,  and  which  was  the  fource  of  the  fubfifliug  grievances,  he  thought  proper  to  declare, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  in  his  contemplation,  and  certainly  was  not  in  his  moft  diftant  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  the  Court  of  Judicature  eftabliflied  by  that  bill,  fhould  become  the  fource  of 
jnifery^  oppreflion  and  injufticc,  and  that  it  was  not  propofed  to  extend  its  powers  in  the 
manner  then  rcprcfcnted.  The  feleft  committee,  «f  fifteen  gentlemen,  was  accordingly  bal- 
lottcd  in  a  few  days  after. 

This  committee,  after  fitting  fome  time,  delivered  in  their  report,  and  a  bill  for  new 
modelling  tiie  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal,  &c.  was  brought  in  by  General  Smith, 
which,  after  fome  oppofition  and  modification  in  its  pafTage,  was  at  length  carried  tJirough 
both  Houfes,  and  received  the  royal  aflcnt.  By  this  aft  it  was  declared,  that  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  of  Bengal  were  not  fubjeS  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  fuprerae  court,  on 
account  of  any  thing  done  by  them  in  their  public  capacity;  and  they  were  indemnified  in  the 
xefiflance  which  they  had  made  to  the  orders  of  that  court.  It  was  alfo  enafted,  that  no  per- 
fon  Ihould  be  fubjeft  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  fupreme  court  on  account  of  his  being  a  land 
owner,  or  farmer  of  land,  iii  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Oriflai  that  no  judicial  of«- 
ficers  in  the  country  courts  (hould  be  liable  to  aftions  in  the  fuprerae  court  for  their  dccifions ; 
and  the  two  Mufties  and  Behader  Beg,  who  were  then  in  prjfon,  in  confequence  of  the  deci- 
fion  of  that  court  in  the  Patna  caufe,  were  ordered  to  be  difcharged. 

Whether  it  was  from  the  confequence  the  Emprefs  of  P^uflia  had  acquired  from  taking  the 
lead  in  the  armed  neutrality ;  from  any  regard  to  Great  Britain  or  Holland,  or  from  the  ap- 
prchenfion  of  any  unpkafant  confequcnces  which  might  poflibly  happen  to  herfelf  from  a  rup- 
ture 
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1 78 1  ture  between  the  two  powers,  her  Imperia]  Majefty  took  upon  herfelf  tlie  office  of  mediatrix 
between  them ;  and  we  find,  that,  ofi  the  firft  of  March  in  this  year,  hi»  Excellency  Prince 
Gallitzin,  envoy  extraordinary  from  Ruf&a,  held  a  conference  with  the  Preiident  of  the  States 
General,  and  prefented  the  following  memorial  from  the  Emprefs  of  Rtiffia. 
"  High  and  Mighty  Lords ^ 

**  No  fooner  had  her  Imperial  Majefty  been  informed  of  the  Britifh  ambaflador's  fudden 
departure  from  the  Hague,  than,  without  waiting  for  any  further  explanation,  guided  only  by 
the  friendlhip  and  good  will  fhe  bears  to  the  two  contending  powers,  and  awakened  by  tho 
alarming  tendency  of  a  meafure  fo  detrimental  to  their  mutual  weijfare  and  tranquillity,  fhe  di« 
Tcfled  to  her  mlnifter  in  London  to  make  the  moft  earneft  reprefentation  to  that  court,  ta  pre- 
vent, if  poffible,  the  matter  being  carried  to  any  extremity,  and  to  recommend  the  moft  con- 
ciliating meafures ;  offering,  at  the  fame  time,  to  promote  them  as  far  as  was  in  her  power* 
Although  her  Majefty  has  not  as  yet  heard  of  any  anfvver  from  the  faid  court,  Ihc  has  fome 
reafon  to  think  that  the  overtures  made  by  .her  have  been  favourably  received.  In  confequence 
whereof,  her  Imperial  Majefty  does  not  hclij^te  to  give  a  frefh  proof  of  her  good  intentions  for 
bringing  about  a  reconciliation  between -the  two  powers,  whom  fhe  equally  fupports,  and  who 
have  lived  fo  long  in  tiiat  natural  and  pcrfcfl  harmony  which  beft  fuits  their  refpeftive  inte- 
refts,  by  offering  them,  in  form,  her  fervices  and  mediation,  for  the  purpofc  of  putting  an 
end  to  that  difcord  and  war,  which  has  lately  broken  out  between  them. 

**  While  Monfieur  Simolin,  her  Imperial  Majefty's  mihifter  at  the  court  of  London,  i» 
fulfilling  her  commands  on  this  head,  the  under- written  has  the  honour  to  acquit  himfelf  of 
the  fame  tafk  here,  with  their  High  Mightinefles,  and  to  affure  them  of  the  zeal  and  readinefs 
he  wifhes  to  have  an  opportunity  to  difplay,  in  forwarding  the  defirable  work  of  reftoring  the 
fatd  States  to  their  wonted  peace  and  tranquillity.  'That  difintereftednefs,  impartiality  and  be- 
nevolence, which  have  hitherto  ftamped  every  adion  of  her  Imperial  Majefty,  are  equally  con- 
fpiicuousin  the  prefcnt  inftance. 

-«*  The  wifdom  and  prudence  of  your  High  Mightineffes  will  eafily  diftinguifh  thofe  facrcd 
charafteriftics,  and  didatc  the  anfwer  which  the  under-written  ftiall  tranfmit  to  his  Imperial 
Miftrefs,  as  aproof  of  his  having  executed  her  commands. 

«*  (Signed,)  Le  Prince  de  Gallitzin/' 

On  the  7th  of  the  fame  month,  their  noble  and  great  Mightineffes  the  States  of  Holland  and 
Weft  Friefland  having  examined  the  above  memorial,  accepted  of  the  mediation  offered  by  the 
Emprefs  of  Kuflia. 

At  the  fame  time,  a  fimilar  memorial  was  prefented  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain  by  Mon- 
fieur Simolin,  the  Ruffian  minifter  refident  there,  wherein  her  Imperial  Majefty  propofes  her- 
felf in  like  manner;  to  become  a  mediatrix  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland.  To  this  me-, 
morial.  Lord  Stormont,  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  returned  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer : 

"  The  alliance  which  has  fubfifted  fo  many  years  between  Great  Britain  and  the  States  Ge- 
neral, has  always  been  confidered  by  his  Majefty  as  a  tie,  formed  by  the  moft  natural  caufes, 
and  not  only  agreeable  to  the  intereft  of  both  nations,  but  abfolutely  eflential  to  their  mutual 
welfare. 

*«  The  King  has  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  preferve  this  tie  unbroken,  and  even  to 
strengthen  it ;  and  if  the  conduft  of  their  High  Mightinefles  had  at  all  anfwered  to  that  of  his 
Majefty^  they  would  ftill  have  remained  in  their  utmoft  force.    But,  fince  the  commencement 
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1781  of  thcprcfcnt  troubles,  the  only  return  made  by  the  republic  to  this  conftant  friciidOiip,.  has 
been  the  total  relinquifliment  of  the  principles  of  an  aUiance,  the  primc^objeft  of  which  was 
the  mutual  defence  oft/tie  two  nations ;  an  obftinatc  refufal  to  fulfil  the  xnoft  facred  obligations; 
a  daily  violation  of  the  moft  folenin  treaties  ;  an  ^fliftance  given  to  the  very  enemy,  againft 
whom  he  had  a  right  to  demand  fuccoqr;'  an  afylum  granted  to  the  American  pirates  in  the 
Dutch  ports,  in  open  violation  of  the  cleared  ftipulations  j  and,  to  complete  the  whole,  a  de- 
nial of  juftice  and  fatisfaftion  forv  the  affront  given  to  the  dignity  of  the  King,  by  a  fccrct 
league  with  his  rebellious  fubje&s. 

**  All  thefe  accumulated  injuries  rendered  it  impoflible  for  the  King  to  take  any  other  part 
than  that  which  he  has  done. 

'<  When  the  motives  which  rendered  this  rupture  inevitable  were  explained  to  the  public, 
the  King  afcribed  the  conduft  of  the  Republic  to  the  true  caufe ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  unhappy 
influence  of  a  faction,  which  facrificcd  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  their  own  private  views. 
But  the  King,  at  the  fame  time,  manifefted  the^moft  fincere  defire  to  bring  back  the  republic 
to  that  fyftem  of  ilri£t  union,  efficacious  alliance  and  reciprocal  proteftion,  which  has  fo  much 
contributed  to  the  welfare  and  glory  of  the  two  States. 

"  When  the  Einprcfs  offered  her  good  offices  to  efFeft  a  reconciliation  by  a  particular  peace^ 
the  King  tcftified  his  gratitude  to  her  for  that  frefh  proof  of  a  friendfhip  which  he  values  fo 
highly,  and  avoided  exposing  the  mediation  of  her  Majefty  to  a  fruitlefs  negotiation*  He  ex* 
plained  his  reafons,  which  perfuaded  him  that,  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  Republic,  go- 
verned by  a  faflion,  all  reconciliation,  during  the  war  with  France,  would  be  merely  fuper- 
ficial,  and  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  party  which  fways  the  Republic,  to  ad  as  fecret 
auxiliaries  of  all  the  King's  enemies,  under  the  mafk  of  a  pretended  alliance  with  Great  Britain. 

**  But  if  there  are  any  indications  of  change  in  this  difpofition,  if  the  powerful  intervention 
of  her  Imperial  Majefty  fhould  be  able  to  efFeft  any  alteration,  and  induce  the  irepublic  to  return 
to  thofe  principles  which  the  moft  difcerning  part  of  the  nation  have  never  forfaken,  his  Ma- 
jefty will  be  ready  to  treat  with  their  High  Mightinefles  on  the  fubjeft  of  a  feparate  peace;  and 
it  is  his  wifh,  that  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  may  be  the  fole  mediatrefs  of  the  peace.  She 
has  been  the  firft  to  offer  her  good  offices,  and  fo  powerful  an  intervention  as  hers,  cannot 
gain  any  thing  either  in  weight  or  influence  by  the  acceffion  of  the  moft  refpeftahle  allies. 

"  The  friendlhip  of  the  Emprefs  to  both  nations,  the  intereft  which  her  empire  has  in  their 
recipr-ocal  welfare,  her  known  impartiality  and  elevated  view:s,  are  fufficient  pledges  of.  tlie 
manner  in  which  fhe  will  conduft  this  falutary  work;  and  in  a  negotiation,  the  Vrhole  objeft  of 
which  is  to  terminate  a  war,  caufed  by  a  violation  of  the  treaties,  and  by  an  affront  offered  to 
his  crown,  his  Majefty  relies,  with  the  utmoft  confidence  and  fatisfaftion,  upon  the  mediation 
of  a  fovercign,  who  holds  facred  the  faith  of  treaties,  who  knows  fo  well  how  to  eftimate  the 
dignity  of  fovereigns,  and  who  has  maintained  her  own,  during  her  glorious  reign,  with  fo 
much  greatnefs  and  resolution. 

"  (Signed,)  Stormont/'     * 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lofs  incurred  by  the  Dutch  was  felt  by  them  in  a  very  feverc  degree. 
The  profits  derived  from  their  late  commerce  at  St.  Euftatius  was  immenfe:  it  was  a  trade  of 
clear  and  certain  gain,  as  it  coniifted  alnioft  entirely  in  confignments. 

Such  heavy  loflcs  as  they  had  fuftained,  in  every  particular,  on  the  commencement  of  a  war, 
in  which  they  had  involved  themfelves  without  necelfity,  and  againft  their  beft  interefts,  excited 
the  loiideft  claniQurs  among  thole  people  throughout  the  Seven  United  Provinces,  who  were 
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1781  not  entirely  devoted  to  the  French,    That  party  which  bad  recommended  violent  ineafure« 

againft  Great  Britain^  began  to  lofe  its  popularity  in  proportion  to  the  diftrefles  which  were 
now  daily  accumulating  on  the  trading  individualsi  of  which  the  Dutch  nation  is  chiefly  com- 
pofed.  Thefe  diftreiles  occaiioned  very  great  difcontents  and  complaints  in  fome  of  the  pro* 
vinces  :  that  of  Zealand  in  particular,  >vhich,  from  its  commercial  interefts  was  more  clofely 
connected  with  Great  Britain  than  the  others,  exprefled  a  ftrong  averfion  to  the  hofiile  difpo- 
lition  of  Holland.  It  prefented,  therefore,  a  memorial  to  the  States  General,  iignifying  its 
opinion,  that  a  negociation  ihould  be  fet  on  foot  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  difference  be« 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  Republic,  and  earneftly  requefted  that  fuch  meafures  might  be 
adopted)  as  would  fpeedily  reflore  that  harmony  which  had  fo  long  fubiifled  between  them. 

This  memorial  was  firongly  Supported  by  the  merchants  and  trading  people  of  the  city  of 
Middleburg,  the  capital  of  Zealand.  They  reprefented  in  tlie  moft  free  and  explicit  terms, 
that  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  could  not  engage  in  a  war  with  each  other,  but  to  their  mutual 
injury :  they  alleged  the  long  and  clofe  intimacy  between  the  Britilh  nation  and  the  people  of 
Zealand  ;  this  province  was  full  of  Englifli  traders,  the  number  of  whom  fettled  in  Middle- 
burg alone  amounted  to  near  2000:  a  war  with  England,  therefore,  muft  prove  highly  de- 
flruftive  to  them,  and  would  deeply  afFcfl  the  interefts  of  the  whole  Republic. 

Thefe  remonftrances,  however  well  founded,  made  no  impreffion  on  the  States.  The 
French  fadion  was  now  become  fo  powerful,  that  all  reafon  and  argument  were  over-ruled, 
and  the  refolution  taken  to  profecute  hollilities  againft  Great  Britain  with  theutmoft  vigour. 

She  applied  to  the  courts  of  Peterfbilrg,  Stockholoi  and  Copenhagen,  claiming  their  aflift- 
ance  in  confequence  of  tlie  compact  of  neutrality  entered  into  with  thofe  powers ;  and  alleg- 
ing, that  the  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  was  folcly  caufed  by  their  acccf- 
fion  to  the  treaty  of  neutrality.  The  following  is  tlie  memorial  delivered  on  this  occafion  by 
the  States  General* to  the  court  of  Stockholm. 

**  The  under-written  envoy  extraordinary  from  their  High  MigbtinelTes  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces,  to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  in  purfuance  of  an  exprefs  order 
from  his  mafters,  has  the  honour  to  propofe  to  his  Swedilh  Majefty, 

"  Tliat  their  High  Mightinefles  having  acceded,  by  their  refolution  of  the  20th  ofNovera*^ 
bcr,  1780,  to  the  treaty  of  armed  neutrality,  in  conformity  to  the  invitation  of  the  northern 
powers;  and  placing  the  moft  perfeft  confidence  in  the  power,  magnanimity  and  fidelity  of 
their  imperial  and  royal  Majefties,  for  the  fulfilling  of  their  engagements,  and  the  maintain- 
ing of  their  dignity,  by  accomplifhing  a  work  fo  glorioufly  undertaken,  namely,  the  liberty  of 
the  feas,  the  freedom  of  navigation  for  all  neutral  nations,  were  not  deterred  by  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  confequences,  which  that  acceflion  and  declaration  might  be  productive  of  to  the 
Republic,  from  the  part  of  the  belligerent  powers.  But  their  High  Mightinefles  have  declared 
in  favour  of  this  acceifion  and  declaration,  in  relying  implicitly  on  the  fentiments  of  their 
imperial  and  royal  Majefties,  whom  they  alfo  acquainted  in  due  time,  of  the  meafures  taken 
in  confequence  thereof. 

**  That  the  event  has  alfo  juftified  their  requiiition,  in  regard  to  the  Britifli  court;  fince  the 
minifter  of  the  latter,  after  hisfruitlefs  endeavours  to  tliwart  tlie  acceflion  to  the  alliance,  took 
the  refolution,  on  the  firft  notice  he  had  of  it,  to  fpeak  in  a  ftrain  truly  unprecedented,  and 
ill  fuited  to  the  mutual  regard  which  the  refpeftive  fovereigns  owe  to  each  other ;  without  fo 
much  as  granting  to  the  Republic  a  fuflicicnt  time  to  confider  on  the  matter,  according  to  the 
political  fyfiem  of  the  Republic,  which  his  Britannic  Majefty  is  fully  acquainted  with  ;  the 
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1 78 1  Englifh  xniniftcr  infiftcd,  neverffielcffs,  upon  an  Immediate  and  fpcedy  fatisfaftion,  and  the 
|>uniniment  of  a  pretended  offence,  occaiioned  by  the  difcovery  of  a  negotiation  with  North 
America,  without  receiving,  as  an  ample  fatisfaftion,  the  provifional  anfwer,  nor  the  formal 
difavowal  of  their  High  Mightineffcs  of  a  negociation,  of  which  (as  acknowledged  even  by  his 
Britannic  Majcfty)  theyiiad  not  the  ieaft  (hare,  or  knowledge:  of  a  negociation,  relating  to  a 
pretended  treaty,  which,  in  itfelf,  fufficiently  denotes,  from  its  terms,  only  the  fketch  of  an 
eventual  treaty  entered  into  by  private  perfons,  without  being  formally  authorifcd  thereto  by 
the  body  of  the  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  or  by  die  ftates  of  the  province  of  Holland,  and 
much  lefs  by  the  States  General,  whbfe  members  are  alone  authorifed  to  enter  into  engage^ 
Clients  in  the  name  of  the  Republic. 

^*  The  Britifti  minifter  went  even  fo  far  as  to  refufe  noticing  the  refolution,  by  which  the 
province  of  Holland  (the  only  one  concerned)  was  required  to  deliberate,  how  far  the  laws  of 
the  country  might  give  authority  to  profecute  the  perfons  accufed,  and  punifli  them  ;  a  forma- 
lity, without  which  no  puniftiment  can  be  inflifted,  neither  in  England  nor  in  this  Republic, 
or  any  other  country.  Nay,  the  faid  minifter  went  fo  far  as  to  threaten,  that  in  cafe  of  a  rc- 
fufal,  his  fovereign  would  adopt  fuch  means,  as  to  procure  himfelf  that  fatisfaftion.  It  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  refolved  to  attack  the  Republic  by  furprize,  and  fo  far  hailen  the  meafures 
taken  to  begin. hoftilities,  that  Lord  Stormont,  making  ufe  of  vain  pretences,  would  not  fo 
much  as  accept  from  Coum  Welderen,  the  aforefaid  declaration ;  and  anPevered,  under  his 
band,  *  That  he  (Stormont)  could  no  longer  look  upon  him  as  the  minifter  of  a  friendly 
<  power,  after  having  officially  acquainted  him  of  his  King's  manifefto  :'  whilft  this  very  ma- 
nifefto  (and  this  fhould  be  noted)  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Count  Welderen,  only  an 
hour  before  the  time  appointed  by  Lord  Stormont,  the  preceding  day,  for  giving  him  audi- 
ence. That,  moreover,  although  no  mention  is  made  in  the  manifefto  alluded  to,  of  the  Re- 
public acceding  to  the  treaty  of  the  armed  neutrality,  (which  it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  pafs  over  in  filence)  it  ncverthelefs  appears  clearly,  to  the  penetrating  eye  of  your  Majefty, 
as  well  as  to  all  Europe,  if  the  whole  proceedings  are,  attended  to,  and  the  time  and  manner  in 
which  the  manifefto  was  poblifhed,  that  tlie  hatred,  occaiioned  by  the  Republic  acceding  to 
the  confederation  of  armed  neutrality,  4s  the  true  motive  of  his  Britilh  Majefty's  refentment, 
and  the  only  one  that  could  excite  him  to  an  open  attack  againft  the  Republic,  by  feizing,  at 
once,  upon  a  great  number  of  Dutch  merchantmen,  and  ferae  fhips  of  war.  Befides,  that  the 
aforefaid  manifefto,  known  to  your  Majefty,  fufficiently  difplays  the  cauie  of  England's  dif- 
pleafure ;  the  more  fo,  as  amongft  the  pretences  made  ufe  of  to  varnifli  over  the  hoftilities 
4igainft  the  Republic,  it  is  faid,  that  it  had  taken  a  neutral  part :  witliout  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James's  deigning  to  obferve,  that  fuch  anfwer  was  infulting  to  the  neutral  powers,  who  are 
perfeftly  acquainted  with  the  treaties  now  in  force  between  England  and  the  Republic ;  and 
that  the  latter  could  not  be  charged  with  an^  intention  of  entering  into  an  alliance  with  a  power 
not  lawfully  neuter  in  the  prefent  conteft,  and  without  obferving,  that  this  liberty  of  negociat- 
ing  had  been  put  beyond  all  doubt^  by  England  itfelf ;  lince,  by  fufpending  in  April,  1780, 
the  effe£ls  of  the  treaty  palled  in  1674,  the  Englifh  have  manifefted  their  intent  of  looking 
henceforth  upon  the  Republic  as  a  neutral  power,  no  ways  privileged  by  any  treaty. 

^*  Tiiatfor  the  reafons  hereabove  mentioned,  the  animofity  of  Great  Britain  appears  ftill 

more  confpicuous,  from  the  ill-grounded  reproach  contained  in  the  faid  manifefto  againft  this 

Republic,  that  their  High  Mightinelles  had  encouraged  the  exportation  of  naval  ftores  for 

France,  by  fufpendinjg  the  ufual  duties  on  thofe  commoditiesi  whilft  it  is  known  to  all  the 
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1781  world)  that  foch  a  fufpcnfion  has  never  taken  place,  and  that  the  Republic  had  a  right  to  eip«- 
port  thofe  commodities,  not  only  agreeably  to  the  treaty  iu  1674,  but  alfo  in  conformity  to* 
•  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  neutral  powers  in  the  convention  of  armed  neutrality.  -That 
confequently  it  would  be  needlefs  to  enter  any  farther  into  the  merits  of  the  faid  manifefto ;  as^ 
his  Swedifh  Majefty  has  it  in  his  power  to  appreciate  himfelf  its  value,  and  muft^  moreover, 
be  fully  perfuaded  that  the  line  of  conduA  purfued  by  their  High  Mightinefles  fince  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  troubles  with  America,  is  an  evidentproof,  that  they  have  never  favoured  or 
countenanced  the  revolted  colonies ;  witnefs  the  many  partial  condefceniions  in  favour  of  Eng«> 
land,  which  were  merely  gratuitous  on  the  part  of  their  High  Mightinefles,  by  circumfcribing^ 
the  trade  within  their  own  colonies ;  by  refuiing  to  grant  the  protedion  of  their  convoys  to 
veflels  laden  with  (hip  timber;  and  by  recalling  the  governor  of  St.  Euftatia  on  fome  ill* 
grounded  complaints  of  the  Britilh  miniftry  :  condefceniions  which  have  been  rewarded  by  the 
attack  and  feizure  of  the  convoy  of  Count  Byland ;  by  a  violation  of  the  territories  of  this  Re» 
public,  and  by  the  taking  by  force  fome  American  veflels  from  under  the  very  batteries  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Martin. 

*'  That  their  High  Mightinefles  having  thus  faithfully  adhered  to  the  fyftem  of  moderation^ 
it  is  evident  that  the  refentment  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  arifes  merely  from  their  acceffion  ta 
the  treaty  of  armed  neutrality ;  and  that  confequently,  their  High  Mightinefles  are  fully  au-* 
tborifed  to  claim  the  performance  of  the  conditions  flipulated  in  the  articles  VII.  VIII.  and 
IX,  of  the  treaty  of  armed  neutrality,  which  form  the  bafis  of  that  union  and  alliance  con* 
traded  between  their  imperial  and  royal  Majefties  and  the  Republic.  That  therefore  no  ob* 
ftacle  can  hinder  or  delay  the  fulfilling  of  the  engagements  contrafted  by  virtue  of  the  faid  con-^ 
federation,  of  which  the  Republic  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  member  from  the  very  moment 
an  which  their  High  Mightineflies  acceded  to  the  fame  refolution  at  the  Hague ;  and  difpatched 
their  declaration,  in  conformity  to  the  faid  acceflion  and  convention,  to  the  belligerent  powers* 

'*  That  if  their  High  Mightinefles  had  to  complain  only  of  a  Angle  a£t  of  offence,  or  an  at« 
tack  committed  againfl:  them,  which  was  likely  to  be  redrefled  by  the  friendly  interpofition  of 
their  allies,  they  would  have  claimed  their  intervention  rather  than  have  recourfe  to  arms ;. 
but  as  their  High  Mightinefles  find  themfelves  adually  and  fuddenly  attacked  in  an  hoftile 
manner  by  his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  coniequence  of,  and  from  mere  refcntroent  of  the  above- 
mentioned  alliance,  they  find  themfelves  under  tlie  neceflity  of  repelling  force  by  force,  and  to* 
return  hoftilities  for  hoftilities ;  being  fully  perfuaded  that  the  allied  powers  will  not  hefitate  to* 
make  this  their  common  caufe,  and  to  procure  to  the  Republic  due  fatisfaflion  and  indemnity 
for  the  loflfes  occafioned  by  an  attack  equally  unjuft  and  violent;  and  diat  the  faid  powers  wili 
moreover,  in  conjunAion  with  the  States  General,  take  fuch  farther  meafures,  sis  the  eicigen-> 
cies  of  the  prefent  circumftances  may  require.  This  tlieir  High  Mightinefles  folicit  with  great 
carneftnefs,  and  rely  upon  it  with  fa  much  more  confidence,  as  they  are  firmly  perfuaded^ 
that  the  generous  and  equitable  fentiments,  which  afluate  their  imperial  and  royal  Majefties,. 
will  not  fuffer  them  to  let  the  Republic  fall  a  vi£tim  \p  a  fyftem  of  politics,  not  lefs  glorious^ 
than  founded  in  equity,  and  eftabliflied  for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  ;  and 
cfpecially  as  the  Republic,  if  left  fingly  expofed  to  the  iniquitous  and  violent  attacks  of  Eng- 
land, would  hardly  be  able  to  cope  with  that  overbearing  power^  and  thus  run  the  hazard  of 
becoming  totally  ufelefs  to  the  faid  confederation. 

««  For  thefc  reafons,  the  under-written  envoy  extraordinary,  infifting  on  the  motives  urged 
here  abovci  and  fully  perfuaded  that  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  figned  at  Peterlburg,  will 

take 
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jJ8i  take  place  as  foon  as  poffiblc,  has  the  honour,  in  the  name  and  by  exprcfs  order  of  his  maftcrj, 
to  claim  the  performance  of  the  engagements  ftipulated  in  the  articles  VII.  VIII.  and  IX.  of 
the  faid  treaty,  and  to  require,  in  virtue  thereof,  a  fpecdy  and  adequate  afliftance  from  his 
Swedifh  Majefty,,  whofe  noble  and  equitable  fcntiments,  acknowledged  by  all  Europe,  will 
not  permit  him  to  abahdon  the  complete  eftablifhment  of  a  fyftem  worthy  the  higheft  praife, 

*<  The  friendftiip  and  afFeftion  of  your  Majefty  towards  their  High  Mightineflcsj  leave  them 
no  doubt  of  your  Majefty's  willingly  granting  the  affiftance  which  they  now  claini,  and  alfo 
promife  to  the  under- written  envoy  a  fpecdy  and  fatisfaftory  anfwer,  which  he  folicils  the 
more  anxioufly,  as  every  moment's  delay  may  be  attended  with  heayy  and  irreparable  lodes  td 
the  Republic. 

"  (Signed,)  D.  W.  Van  Lynden. 

But  thltfe  follcitations  of  tlic  States  General  to  the  northern  courts^  though  very  urgent  and 
preffing,  did  not  produce  the  effeft  that  was  intended.  They  demanded  an  immediate  rein- 
forcement of  (hips  of  war ;  but  the  jealoufy  entertained  of  the  Britifli  power,  was  not  greater 
than  the  dread  of  expofing  themfelves  to  its  refentment,  in  the  different  members  of  the  krmed 
neutrality.  They  contented  themfelves  with  remaining  on  the  defenfive ;  a^id  were  not  in  the 
leaft  inclined  to  give  any  further  provocation  to  Great  Britain.  They  might  alfo  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  combination  already  formed  againft  it,  was  fully  fufficient  for  the  purpofes  they 
had  in  view ;  and  that  by  adding  to  it,  the  balance  of  naval  po^er,  for  which  it  bad  been 
framed,  might,  contrary  to  their  intentions,  incline  too  much  on  the  other  fide.  , 

The  fituation  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  at  this  junflure,  was  very  diflFercnt  from  what 
it  had  been  upon  former  emergencies  of  this  nature*  T^^e  Dutch  are  known  to  be  a  brave 
people ;  but,  from  a  long  difufe  of  arms,  they  were  now  in  a  ftatebut  ill  prepared  for  war. 
i  ,.  Relying  too  much  on  the  difficulties  wherein  Great  Britain  was  involved,  they  imagined  that 
an  open  and  avowed  declaration  of  hoftilities  again  them,  was  a  meafure  they  had  not  the  leail 
reafon  to  apprehend. 

The  naval  force  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces,  bore,  at  this  time,  no  proportion  to  iti 
fplendor  in  former  times,  when  it  was  able  to  meet  the  united  (Irength  of  England  and  France 
on  the  ocean,  and  was  equally  the  terror  and  the  admiration  of  their  enemies.  Fourfcore 
years  were  now  elapfed,  fince  they  had  been  under  the  neceffity  of  profecuting  any  naval  war. 
T>uring  this  long  interval,  their  (hipping  had  been  totally  engrofled  by  the  occupations  of  peace 
and  commerce,  and  Britain  was  the  iaft  power  againft  whibh  it  had  been  expe£^ed,  they  Ihould 
firft  renew  their  exertions  of  war. 

On  a  review  of  their  tnarine,  it  was  found  very  inadequate  to  the  ideas  entertained  by  the  reft. 
of  Europe.  The  Dutch  were  fully  fenfible  of  the  great  danger  to  which  their  trade  was  evi* 
dently  expofcd,  from  the  vaft  ftrength,  cntcrprizing  difpofition,  and  near  vicinity  of  the  enemy 
with  whom  tliey  had  to  contend ;  jieverthclefs,  fo  remote  had  their  thoughts  been  from  a  war 
with  England,  that  the  prefervation  of  their  commerce,  which  is  the  fole  foundation  of  their 
power  and  profperity,  had  now  no  other  domeftic  proteftion  than,  eleven  Ihips  bf  the  line,  from 
60  to  70  guns,  and  fifty  (hips  and  velfels  of  war  of  inferior  force.  This  was  but  a  Ihadow  of 
their  ancient  power  at  fea ;  but  depending  on  the  fupport  of  the  enemi  es  of  Great  Britain,  they 
entertained  no  common  hope*  of  reiifting  with  effe£l  fuch  detached  parts  of  her  maritime  forces, 
as  fhe  could  fpare  from  the  necellary  defiance  of  her  numerous  poileflions  in  fo  many  parts  of 
lihe  globe. 

X  X  a  la 
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J 78 1  In  order,  however,  to  remove,  as  much  poffible,  the  imputation  of  folly  and  inconfiderate*' 
nefs  to  which  they  were,  at  this  time,  very  generally  fubjeft,  the  Slates  General  publilhcd  the 
following  "laboured  manifefto,  in  which  they  endeavoured  to  juftify  their  conduil  towards 
Great  Britain.  But  the  combined  force  of  all  the  arguments  and  reafonings  which  it  contain* 
cd,  were  by  no  means  fufficient  to  make  Ihy  profelytes  to  their  politics :  ibr  the  Dutch  to  ac- 
cede to  the  confederacy  formed  againft  Great  Britain,  in  conjun£tion  with  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  was  to  give  additional  firength  to  the  compaft  framed  between  the  members  of  that 
too  powerful  family,  whofe  enmity  they  had  much  more  reafon  to  dread  than  that  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  nation,  and  of  whofe  ambition  they  had  more  than  once  experienced  the  moft  alarming 
confequences. 

"  If  ever  the  annals  of  the  world  have  furniftied  an  inflance  of  a  free  and  independent  ftate 
being  attacked  by  an  enemy,  in  the  moft  unjuftifiable  manner^  and  without  the  leaft  appear^ 
ance  of  right  or  equity,  by  a  neighbouring  power  allied  for  a  long  time,  and  bound  by  ties 
founded  on  the  balis  of  common  intcreft,  it  is  without  doubt,  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  of  the  Netherlands^  which  finds  itfelf  in  that  cafe  with  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  his  minifters*  From  the  beginning  of  the  difputes,  which  had^rifen  between 
that  kingdom  and  its  American  colonies,  their  High  Mightinelles,  no  wife  obliged  to  inter«> 
fere,  had  taken  the  firm  and  determined  refolution  to  adopt  and  ftri£tly  to  adhere  to  the  moft 
exa£t  neutrality :  and  when  the  faid  difputes  had  kindled  the  fiames  of  a  war  which  hath  em- 
broiled more  powers  than  one,  and  fpread  in  feveral  parts  of  the  world,  their  High  Mighti- 
neiTes  have  conftantly  obferved  and  maintained  the  &me  line  of  conduA ;  wbilft,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  have  taken  care  to  give  on  many  occafions,  and  in  fome  inftances  of  a  very  eilential 
nature,  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  their  fincere  inclination  to  conform  to  the  wifhes  of  his 
Majefty :  fo  far  as  they  could  do  it  without  going  againft  the  rules  of  impartiality,  or  bringing 
in  queftion  their  rights  of  fovereignty. 

**  It  was  with  this  view,  and  for  this  purpofc,  that  their  High  Mightinefles  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  at  tlie  requifition  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  caufed  moft  exprefs  inhibitions  to  be 
publiihed  againft  the  exportation  of  all  warlike  ftores  to  tlie  colonies  of  his  Britannic  Majefty 
in  America;  and  againft  all  fraudulent  trade  with  the  faid  colonies  :  and  in  order  that  the  faid 
prohibitions  fhould  be  more  effeflually  carried  into  execution,  their  High  Mightineiies  made 
no  difficulty  to  take  fuch  farther  fteps  as  greatly  circumfcribed  their  own  navigation,  and  the 
trade  of  their  fubjefts  with  the  Dutch  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies, 

**  It  was  to  further  the  above  purpofes,  that  their  High  Mightinefles  fent  the  moft  exaft 
orders  to  all  commanders,  and  governors  of  their  colonies  and  fettlements,  as  well  as  to  the 
commanders  of  their  fhips  of  war,  carefully  to  abftain  from  doing,  in  regard  to  the  American 
flag,  any  thing  from  which  could  be  juftly  inferred  or  deduced  an  acknowledgment  of  the  in- 
dependency of  the  faid  colonies  :  and  it  is  alfo,  efpecially  to  the  above  intent,  that  their  High 
Mightinefles  having  received  a  memorial  prefented  to  them  by  the  Englifli  ambaflTador,  full  of 
the  heavieft  complaints  againft  the  governor  of  St.  £uftatia>  condefcended  to  deliberate  on  the 
iaid  memorial ;  though  couched  in  terms  little  confonant  with  the  regard  which  fovereign 
powers  owe  to  each  other :  the  confequence  of  the  faid  deliberation  was  the  immediate  recall  of 
the  faid  governor,  whom  their  High  Mightinefles  called  to  an  account  for  his  conduct,  and 
who  was  not  permitted  to  return  to  his  refidence  till  he  had  cleared  himfelf  of  all  the  charges 
brought  againft  him,  before  a  court  of  juftice;  a  copy  of  whofe  proceedings  was  foon  after 
tranfmitted  to  the  minifter  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

*'  By 
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giving  the  fmalleft  caufe  of  difcontent  to  his  Britannic  Majefty^  have  conftantly  endeavoured 
to  promote  and  cultivate  perfefk  harmony ;  but  his  Biritanmc  Majefty's  cendu£t  towards  die 
republic  has  been  diametrically  oppofite*^ 

"  The  differences  between  the  courts  of  London^  and  Verfailles  liad  fcarcely  broke  out^ 
when  they  beheld  the  ports  of  England  filled  with  Dutch  veflcls,  which  were  unjuftly  feizcd 
and'detained  :  thefe  veiTels  navigated  upon  the  faith  of  the  treaties,  and  were  not  laden  witU 
any  other  merchandize  than  what  the  exprefs  tenor  of  the  treaties  had  declared  free  and  legaL 
They  beheld  thofe  free  cargoes  forced  to  fubmit  to  an  arbitrary  and  defpotic  authority.  The 
cabinet  at  St.  James's  knowing  no  other  rule  than  an  aflumed  right  of  temporary  convenlena^ 
thought  proper  to  appropriate  thofe  cargoes  to  the  ufe  of  the  crown,  by  a  forcible  purchafe^ 
and  to  employ  them  in  the  fervice  of  the  King's  navy*  I'he  moft  earned  and  ferious  repre- 
fentations  on  the  part  of  their  High  Mightinefles  againft  thefe  proceedings  were  ineffe£tual» 
and  it  was  in  vain  that  they  urged,  in  the  flrongeft  manner  poilible,  the  treaty  fubfifting  be* 
tween  England  and  the  republic.  By  this  treaty,  the  rights  anil  liberties  of  the  neutral  flag  are 
deciHvely  and  clearly  flated.  The  fubje£ts  of  Great  Britain  had  fully  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  this  treaty,  in  the  fird,  and  only  cafe,  wherein  it  pleafed  the  court  of  London  to  remaio/ 
neuter,  whilft  the  republic  was  engaged  in  a  war.  Certainly  then,  in  a  reciprocal  cafe,  that 
court  could  not,  without  the  greateft  injuftice,  refufe  the  enjoyment  of  the  fame  advantages 
to  the  republic  ;  and  as  little  right  as  his  Britannic  Majefty  had  to  withhold  the  advantageoufti 
eiFe£ts  of  this  treaty  from  their  High  Mightineiles,  he  had  as  little  foundation  for  attempting; 
to  make  them  quit  the  neutrality  they  had  embraced,  a»d  to  force  them  to  plunge  into  a  war^. 
the  caufe  of  which  related  immediately  to  the  rights  and  pofleflions  of4iis  Britannic  Majefty^ 
lying  beyond  the  limits  of  defeniive  treaties*.  And,  notwithftanding^this  treaty,  his  Majefty^ 
from  the  commencement  (^the  difference  with  the  crown  of  France^  has  made  no  fcruple  of" 
infringing  and  violating  it.  The  trefpafles  and  infra£tions  made  on  this  treaty,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  and  tlie  arbitrary  decifions  of  the  courts  of  juflice  in  that  kingdom,  direAly 
contrary  to  the  exprefs  fandtion  of  the  fame  treaty,  multiplied  daily*  The  merchant  veflcls- 
became  the  innocent  viftims  of  the  exactions  and  accumulated  violences  of  the  Englifh  men 
of  war  and  privateers.  They  did  not,  however,  reft  there :  the  very  flag  of  tlie  States  was  not 
fpared,  but  openly  and  outrageoufly  infulted  by  an  hoftile  attack  upon  the  convoy  under  the 
care  of  Rear-admiral  Count  de  By  land.  The  firongeft  reprefeniation  from  the  States  to  his. 
Britannic  Majefty  were  difcegarded,  the  (hips  taken  from  the  convoy  were  declared  good 
prizes,  and  this  infult  on  the  flag  of  the  republic,,  was  very  foon  followed  by  an  open  violatioa 
of  their  neutral  territory,  as  well  in  Europe  as  America*  They  wiU  content  themfelves,  how<«^ 
ever,  with  reciting  two  examples. 

"At  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin,  his  Britannic  Majefty  attacked,  and  carried  away  by  force,, 
feveral  veflels  that  lay  at  anchor  under  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  where,  according  to  the  invio-^ 
Uble  rights  of  mankind,  the  vcflTels  ought  to  have  fouijd  a  fecure  afylura.  The  infults  com* 
mitted  by  an  armed  Englifti  veflel  on  the  coaft  of  the  republic,  near  Geedereedc,  furnifli  sl 
fecond  example  of  thefe  violations.  Thefe  infults  were  carried  fo  far,  that  many  inhabitants, 
of  the  ifland,  who  dwelt  on  the  ftiore,  where  they  oughts  to  have  fuppofed  themfelves  fecure 
from  any  difturbance,  were  expofed,  by  the  violence  of  the  fire  from  the  fliips,  to  fuck  im- 
mineat  danger,  tliat  they  were  forced  to  retire  to  the  interior  part  of  the  ifland*    Yet,  for 
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J781  thcfc  unheard  of  proceedings,  the  republic,  notwithftanding  the  ftrongcft  and  bcft  founded 
reprefentationSy  has  not  obtained  the  fmalleft  fatisfa£tion, 

**  Affairs  beingthus  fituated,  fo  that  their  High  Mightinefles  had  no  other  alternative  left 
them,  but  to  fee  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  their  fubjefts,  on  which  the  ruin  or  profpc-- 
rity  of  their  republic  alone  depends,  totally  annihilated,  or  clfc  to  adopt  meafurcs  hoftile  to 
their  old  friend  and  ally  ;  at  this  period  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  urged  by  a  generous  magnani- 
mity of  difpofition,  thought  proper  to  interfere,  and  with  as  much  aficftion  as  humanity,  invited 
the  republic  to  take  the  juflpft  meafures,  and  fuch  too  as  were  entirely  confiftent  with  the  treaty 
fubiifting  between  the  States  and  other  powers,  for  the  defending  and  maintaining,  in  cou- 
jun£tion  with  her  Imperial  Majeftv  and  thp  other  northern  powers,  tliofe  privileges  and  im- 
munities which  the  rights  of  nations  and  the  moft  folemn  treaties  allowed  to  neutral  flag;. 

**  This  invitation  could  not  but  be  infinitely  agreeable  to  their  High  Mightinefles,  fince 
they  confidered  it  as  a  means  of  fecuring  the  undiflurbed  commerce  of  their  fubjefts  upon  the 
moft  folid  bafis,  and  as  holding  out  a  method  of  protefting  their  independence  againft  every 
infraftion,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  propofed  nothing  at  all  derogatory  to  the  alliance  contrafted 
between  them  and  his  £ritannic  Majefty,  or  the  other  belligerent  powers.  But  this  was  a 
meafure.  of  which  the  court  of  London  endeavoured  to  deprive  the  republic,  by  pr6cceding 
with  precipitation  to  the  moft  defperate  extremities,  by  recalling  their  ambaflador,  by  the  pub- 
lication of  a  manifefto,  containing  a  lift  of  fiftitious  grievances,  and  by  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  pretended  reprifal  againft  the  States,  their  fubjefts,  and  their  property;  by  which 
violence,  indeed,  this  court  did  nothing  more  than  clearly  carry  into  proof  and  praftice  the 
defigns  which  they  have  for  a  long  time  foftered,  of  difregarding  the  true  and  eflential  interefts 
which  conneft  the  two  nations,  and  of  deftroying  the  bonds  of  their  ancient  amity,  by  an  at- 
tack fo  replete  with  injufticc. 

**  It  will  not  be  at  all  neceftary  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  refutation  of  the  reafons,  and  pre- 
tended griefs  which  were  alleged  in  the  manifefto,  to  convince  every  impartial  man  of  their 
-  entire  want  of  folidity.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  in  few  words,  with  refpeft  to  the 
offer  which  was  made  by  his  Britannic  Majefty  for  opening  an  amicable  conference,  that  the 
ible  objeft  of  thefe  confereoces  could  only  be  this, — to  take  into  confideration  the  naval  treaty 
fpoken  of  above ;  that  the  conftruftion  of  this  treaty,  conceived  as  it  is  in  terms  the  moft  clear 
and  exprefs,  could  not  be  a  fubjeft  of  any  doubt  or  equivocation ;  that  it  gives  the  neutral 
powers  a  free  right  of  conveying  to  the  belligerent  powers  all  kinds  of  naval  ftores ;  that  tlie 
republic,  neither  propofing  any  thing  elfe  to  themfclves,  nor  dcfiring  any  thing  more  of  his 
Britannic  Mkjefty,  than  the  quiet,  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  rights  ftipulated  in  this  treaty,  a 
point  fo  manifeft,  and^incontrovertibly  equitable,  could  not  perceive  any  reafon  or  motive  for 
a  negociation,  or  any  other  new  convention,  which  muft  have  been  derogatory  to  the  treaty 
in  queftion,  particulary  as  their  High  Mightinefles  could  not  prevail  upon  themfclves,  nor 
experience  the  leaft  difpofition  to  renounce,  voluntarily,  rights  juftly  acquired,  nor  to  defift 
from  their  rights  by  a  regard  fort  he  court  of  England  ;  a  renunciation,  which,  though  advan- 
tageous to  one  of  the  belligerent  powers,  would  be  totally  incompatible  with  the  principles  of 
neutrality,  and  by  which  tlieir  High  Mightinefl^es  would,  from  another  quarter,  have  fub- 
jeftcd  the  ftate  to  dangers,  which  they  think  it  is  their  duty  moft  folemnly  to  avert :  a  renun- 
ciation alfo,  which  would  have  carried  with  tt  a  ipoft  irreparable  injury  to  their  commerce  and  < 
navigation,  which  is  the  principal  fupport  of  the  republic,  and  the  fource  of  all  their  profpe- 
'     rity ;  for  the  different  branches  of  their  commerce  are  feverally  fo  intimately  connefted  with 

each 
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1781  each  other,  fo  as  to  form  ohe^hole^  tliat  it  is  impoffible  to  Icparatc^  one  part  of  fo  principal 

a  nature  as  was  expcfted  by  the  court  of  London,  without  the  entire  ruin  and  deftrudion  of 

the  general  body  :  not  to  mention,  that  at  this  time,  when  tlieir  High  Mightineiles  made  » 

reafonable  difficulty  of  acceding  to  the  propofed  conference,  they  yet  qualified  and  tempered 

this  efFeftiial  exercife  of  their  rights  by  a  provifional  refolution^ 

**  As  for  the  fuccours  required,  their  High  Mightincfles  cannot  diflemble,  that  they  never 
could  conceive  how  his  Britannic  Majefty  thought  himfelf  jullificd  to  infift,  under  the  mofS 
diftant  appearance  of  right  or  equity,  for  the  affiftance  flipuiated  by  the  treaties,  at  the  time 
when  he  had  already  foregone  the  obligation  which  they  impofed  on  hini  towards  the  republic* 
Their  High  Mightineflcs  were  not  lefs  furprifed  to  fee,  that  whilft  the  diflurbances  in  Ame- 
rica, and  their  dire£t  confeqbences,  could  not  afFed  the  republic  by  virtue  of  any  treaty,  and 
that  the  aiCflance  had  not  been  required  before  the  declaration  of  the  court  of  ^pain  had  in-- 
creafed  the  number  of  the  belligerent  powers ;  his  Britannic  Majefty  had  neverthelefs  takenr 
occafion,  from  this  event,  to  iniifl  on  his  demand  with  fo  much  earneftne6>  as  if  his  Majefty 
had  a  right  to  pretend  and  maintain,  that  a  war  being  once  kindled  between  hixn  and  fome- 
other  power,  was  alone  fufficient  to  compel  the  States  to  grant  dire£tly,  and  without  any  pre<- 
Yious  examination,  the  faid  flipuiated  afliflance.  ^ 

-  **  The  republic,  it  is  true,  had  bound  itfelf  by  treaties  to  aid  and  aflifl  the  kingdom  o€ 
Great  Britain,  whenever  tliat  power  fhould  be  attacked  or  threatened  with  an  unjufl  war :  the 
republic  was  moreover  to  declare  war,  in  fuchacafe,  againft  the  aggrcfTor;  but  their  Higl» 
Mightineflcs  never  intended  to  give  up  that  right  which  is  the  nature  of  a  defenfivc  alliance^ 
and  which  cannot  be  difputed  to  the  allied  powers,  to  examine  firft,  and  befbre  they  grant  the 
required  afliflance,  or  take  part  in  the  war,  the  principles  of  the  diflentions  which  have  pre-^ 
Tailed  ;  the  nature  of  the  differences  from  which  they  fprang;  as  alfo  to  invefligate  and  ma- 
turely  weigh  the  reafons  and  motives  which  may  enforce  the  cafta  fotderi^  and  which  are  to» 
form  the  bafis  of  the  equity  and  lawfulnefs  of  the  war,  on  the  part  of  that  confederate  flate 
claiming  the  aforefaid  afliflance.  There  is  not  a  treaty  extant,  by  which  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles  have  foregone  the  independence  of  the  States,  or  facrificed  their  interefl^  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  fo  far  as  to  deprive  tbemfclves  of  the  right  of  fo  necefTary  and  indifpenfkble  ai» 
examination,  by  taking  fuch  fleps  as  might  inflnuate,  tliat  they  fhould  be  looked  upon  as  com- 
pelled  to  fubmit  to  the  pleafure  of  Great  Britain,  by  granting  the  required  afliflance ;  even; 
when  the  above  court,  being  at  variance  with  another  power,  thinks  proper  to  prefer  a  war 
to  an  amicable  accommodation  on  well  fupported  coqnplaints* 

**  It  is  not  therefore  through  fpirit  of  party,  or  the  fcheme  of  a  predominant  cabal,  but  after 
a  mature  deliberation,  and  by  a  deflre  of  fupporting  the  dearefl  interefls  of  the  republic,  that 
all  the  provincial  flates  refpeftively  have,  with  one  voice,  tcflified  they  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  aflfiflance  required  fhould  be  politely  refufed  ;  and  their  High  Mightineflfes  would  not  have 
failed  to  communicate  to  his  Britannic  Majcfly,  in  confequence  of  thofe  refolutions,  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  repeated  requefls  for  afliflance,  had  they  not  been  prevented  from  fo  doing,  by  the 
violent  and  unprecedented  iafult  offered  to  the  Dutch  flag,  under  the  command  of  Rear- 
admiral  Byland  ;  by  their  being  refufed  redrefs  on  fo  ferious  a  matter,  and  by  his  Majefly's. 
declaration,  no  lefs  ftrange  than  unjufl,  in  regard  to  the  fufpenfion  of  the  treaties  which  fub- 
fifled  between  him  and  the  republic.  Thefe  were  fo  many  events,  which,  as  they  required 
deliberations  of  a  diflferent  kind,  put  an  end  to  thofe  which  were  held  in  confequence  of  the 
aforefaid  requifitions.^    It  is  in  vain,  and  in  oppoiitioa  to  all  truth,,  that  endeavours  Jiave  been 
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1781  tifed  to  multiply  the  number  of  grievances,  by  alleging  tlie  fuppreffion  of  duties  on  exports,  asft 
nicafure  calculated  to  facilitate  the  carrying  of  naval  (lores  over  to  France  :  for,  befidcs  that  the 
faid  fupprcflion  is  an  objeft  which  refpefts  the  interior  regulation  of  commerce,  to  which  all 
fovcreigns  have  an  incontrovertible  right,  and  for  which  they  are  accountable  to  no  one,  the 
matter  has  been  put  in  deliberation,  but  never  finally  refolyed  upon  ;  fo  tliat  thcfe  duties  arc 
ilill  on  the  former  footing  :  and  what  is  fet  forth,  refpcfting  this  matter,  in  the  manifefto,  is 
totally  groundlcfs ;  though  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  conduft  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to- 
wards the  republic,  furnifhed  their  High  Mightinefles  with  but  too  many  motives  to  juftify 
fuch  a  meafure  on  their  part. 

**  The  difpleafure  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  regard  tawhat  has  been  done  for  Paul  Jones, 
is  equally  groundlcfs.  Their  High  Mightinefles  had,  for  many  years  before,  given  general 
and  pofitive  orders  for  the  admiflion  into  their  ports  of  all  privateers  and  armed  fhips,  with 
their  prizes ;  orders  which  have  been  obferved  and  executed  without  the  leaft  exceptions  :  in 
this  cafe,  their  High  Mightinefles  could  not  defift  from  fuch  orders,  in  regard  to  an  armed 
fliip,  which,  provided  with  a  commiflion  from  the  American  Congrefs,  was  in  the  Texel,  to- 
gether with  the  frigates  of  a  fovereign  power,  without  afluming  the  part  of  judges,  and  giving 
a  decifion  in  a  matter  which  their  High  Mightinefles  were  liot  obliged  to  take  any  cognizance 
of,  and  in  which  it  feemed  to  them  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  tlic  republic  to  interfere.  Their 
High  Mightinefles,  therefore,  thought  it  beft  not  to  fwerve  from  the  rules  eftabliflied  for  fo 
long  a  time;  but  refolved  to  lay  the  flrongeft  injundions,  left  the  faid  privateers  and  armed 
fhips  fhould  take  in  any.  warlike  ftores  ;  and  deiired  them  td  quit  the  road  as  foon  as  poflible, 
without  being  permitted  to  fojourn,  but  juft  as  long  as  would  prove  abfolutely  neccflary  to 
repair  the  damages  fuflered  at  fea^  declaring  formally,  at  the  fame  time,  that  in  cafe  of  a  longer 
delay,  their  departure  (hould  be  poiitively  infifted  upon.  To  this  purpofe,  the  commanding 
ciGcer  in  the  faid  road  took  care  to  make  every  requifite  difpofition,  the  efFcfls  of  which  the 
privateer  of  Paul  Jones  had  hardly  time  to  prevent. 

**  In  regard  to  what  happened  in  other  parts  of  the  wotld,  the  informations  tranfmitted  to 
their  High  Mightineflfcs,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  are  in  direft  oppofition  to 
thofc  which  feem  to  have  been  laid  before  his  Britannic  Majefty.  The  frequent  complaints 
of  the  Eaft  India  direftion,  addrefled  to  them,  and  which  the  love  of  peace  had  obliged  them 
to  fmother,  as  it  were,  in  their  breafts,  arfe  fo  many  incontrovertible  proofs  of  the  aflcrtion. 
The  meafures  taken  in  regard  to  the  Weft  Indies^  beibre  mentioned,  will  ferve  at  all  times 
for  an  unqueftionable  proof  of  the  fincerity,  of  the  zeal,  and  of  the  attention  with  which  their 
High  MightineflTes  have  afliduoufly  endeavoured  to  obferve,  in  thefe  countries,  the  moft  exaft 
and  ftrift  neutrality ;  nor  could  theic  Higli  Mightinefles  find  out  the  leaft  legal  proof  of  any 
infra£tion  of  their  orders  in  this  refped. 

"  As  for  what  concerns  th/e  projcd  of  an  eventual  treaty  of  commerce  with  North  America, 
framed  by  a  member  of  ttie  government  of  the  province  of  Holland,  without  the  fan£lion  of 
any  public  authority,  and  the  memorials  prefented  on  this  matter  by  the  Chevalier  Yorke, 
tiie  matter  happened  as  follows  :** 

**  As  foon  as  this  arabaflador  had  prefented  a  memorial,  dated  November  10,  1780,  their 

.    .      High  Mightinefles,  without  noticing  the  expreflions,  rather  unbecoming  between  fovereigns, 

with  which  this  memorial  abounded,  did  not  delay  entering  into  the  moft  ferious  deliberation 

on  that  matter  ;  and  by  their  refolution  of  the  27th  of  the  fame  month,  they  did  not  hefitatc 

Xo  di&laim  and  difapprbve  publiclyj  whatever  bad  been  done  in  this  affair, 

^*  After 


OF     THE     ORIGIK     OF     COMMERCE.  35^ 

1,781       *^  After  this,  they  had  every  reafon  to  expe£t  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  would  have  acceded 
to  this  declaration  ;  iince  he  could  not  be  ignorant  that  their  High  Mightinefles  have  no  jurif- 
diflion  over  the  refpedive  provinces,  and  that  it  was  to  the  dates  of  Holland  to  whom,  as 
being  invefted,  as  the  ftatcs  of  the  other  provinces,  with  a  fovereign  and  exclufivc  authority 
over  their  fubjeds,  was  to  be  fubmitted  an  affair,  which  their  High  Mightinefles  had  no  rea- 
fon to  doubt,  but  the  other  ftates  of  the  faid  provinces  would  regulate  according  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  cafe,  and  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  ftatc,  and  the  principles  of  equity.     The 
eagerncfs  with  which  the  Chcvaher  Yorke,  by  his  iecond  memorial,  iniifled  on  the  punifh^- 
ment,  could  not,  ofcourfe,  but  appear  very  ft  range  to  their  High  Mightinefles,  that  if  he  did 
not  receive,  the  very  fame  day,  an  anfwcr  to  his  memorial  in  every  refpeft  fatisfa&ory^  he 
ihould  find  himfelf  obliged  to  acquaint  his  court  thereof  by  an  extraordinary  courier.     Theit 
High  Mightinefles,  informed  of  this  declaration,  foon  perceived  its  importance,  as  a  mani* 
feflation  of  the  meafures  already  determined  on  in  the  King's  council ;  and  although,  accord- 
ing to  the  eftabliflied  cuftora,  fach  verbal  declarations  from  foreign  minifterr  admit  of  no  de« 
liberation,  they,  neverthelefs,  thought  proper  to  iet  it  aiide  on  this  occafion,  and  to  d^flre  their 
recorder  to  wait  on  the  Chevalier,  and  inform  him,  tlut  his  memorial  had  been  taken  ad 
rtftrendum^  by  the  deputies  of  the  refpeAive  provinces,  according  to  the  received  cuftom  and 
conftitution  of  government;  adding^  at  the  fame  time,  what  feemed  deiignedly  omitted  in  the 
manifcfto,  that  they  would  endeavour  to  frame  an  anfwer  to  his  memorial  as  foon  as  poflible, 
and  the  codflitution  of  government  would  permit.    In  confequence  thereof,  a  few  day^  after, 
the  deputies  of  the  province  of  Holland  gave  notice  to  the  aflembly  of  their  High  MightineflTcs, 
that  the  ftates  of  their  province  had,  una  voce^  refolved.to  require  the  advice  of  their  court  of 
juftice  in  regard  to  the  requiiition  of  punifhment ;  requefting  the  faid  court  to  give  their  opi- 
nion as  foon  as  poflible,  foregoing  all  other  affairs.     Their  High  MightineflTes  did  not  fail  to 
acquaint  the  Chevalier  Yorke  with  the  above  refolve ;  but  what  was  their  furprize  and  aftonifh- 
ment,  when  they  underftood  that  the  faid  ambaflador,  after  having  read  his  inftruAions,  had 
fent  a  note  to  the  recorder,  wherein  he  called  the  above  faid  refolve  illufive,  and  flatly  tefufed 
to  tranfmit  it  to  his  court !    This  obliged  their  High  Mightinefles  to  fend  it  to  Count  Wel- 
deren,  their  minifter  at  London,  with  orders  to  lay  it  inimediately  before  the  minifter  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty ;  but  the  refufal  of  tlie  latter  created  an  obftacle  to  the  execution  of  thofe 
^    orders. 

**  All  the  circumftances  of  this  affair  being  thus  expofed,  the  impartial  public  will  be  able 
to  appreciate  the  principal  motive,  or  rather  pretence,  to  which  his  Britannic  Majefty  has  had 
rccourfe,  in  order  to  give  a  fcope  to  his  defigns  againft  the  republic.  To  this  we  may  reduce 
the  whole  matter  : — His  Britannic  Majefty  was  informed  of  a  negociation  which  would  have 
taken  place  between  a  member  of  the  government  of  one  of  the  provinces,  and  a  reprefentative 
of  the  American  Congrefs  ;  which  negociation  intended  to  lay  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce to  be  concluded  between  the  republic  and  the  faid  colonies,  eafu  quo^  that  is  to  fav»  that 
in  cafe  the  independency  of  thofe  colonies  fliould  be  acknowledged  by  the  crown  of  England : 
this  negociation,  although  conditional,  and  holding  by  a  daufe  which  depended  on  the  anterior 
aft  of  his  Majefty; — this  negociation,  which,  without  the  faid  aft,  or  anterior  declaration, 
could  not  have  the  leaft  cffeft,  was  fo  mifconftrued  by  his  Majefly,  and  excited  his  difpleafure 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  bethought  proper  to  require  from  the  States  a  public  difavowal  and  dif- 
approbation,  as  well  as  a  complete  punifliment  and  fatisfadion.  It  was  in  confequencc,  and 
without  the  leaft  delay,  that  their  High  Mightinefles  acceded  to  the  firft  part  of  his  rcquifition  ; 
Vol.  IV.  ^  Y  y  but 


354  ^^     HISTORICAL     AKD      CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTION 

A.    D.  ,     • 

1781  but  the  punifhmcnt  infifted  upon,  was  not  within  their  power;  and  they  could  not  a(Ient  to- 
it,  without  ftriking  at  the  root  of  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the  ftatc.  The  ftatcs  of  the 
province  of  Holland  were  the  only  ones  to  which  it  pertained  lawfully  to  take  cognizance  of  it, 
and  to  provide  thereto  by  the  ordinary  means,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  laws.  This  fove- 
rcign  ftate,  adhering  to  the  maxims  which  oblige  them  to  refpeft  the  authority  of  the  laws, 
and  fully  convinced  that  the  maintaining  that  department  in  all  the  integrity  and  impartiality 
\  N  which  are  infeparable  from  it,  is  the  firmeft  bafis  of  the  fupreme  power  ;  that  fovereign  ftate, 
obliged  by  what  is  held  moft  facred,  to  defend  and  proted  the  rights  and  privileges  of  its  fub- 
jefts,  could  not  forget  itfelf  fo  far,  as  to  fubmit  to  the  will  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  by  at- 
tempting to  overturn  thofe  rights  and  privileges,  and  exceeding  the  limits  prefcribed  by  the 
fundamental  laws  of  its  government :  thefe  laws  required  the  intervention  of  the  judicial  de- 
partment; and  thofe  were  the  means  which  the  above  ftates  refolved  to  ufe,  by  requiring,  on 
this  objeft,  the  advice  of  the  court  of  juftice  eftablifhed  in  their  province. 

•*  By  an  adherence  to  tliis  method,  it  was,  that  before  the  eyes  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
the  Englifh  nation,  and  all  Europe,  were  difplayed  the  unalterable  principles  of  that  juftice 
and  equity  which  form  the  leading  feature  of  the  Dutch  conftitution,  and  which,  in  fo  impor- 
tant a  part  of  public  adminiftration,  (we  mean  that  which  concerns  the  exercifc  of  the  jufticiary 
power)  will  for  ever  ferve  as  a  bulwark  againft  whatever  could  militate  with  the  fecurity  and 
independence  of  a  free  nation.  It  was  alfo  by  thefe  means,  and  by  following  this  road,  that, 
far  from  precluding  juftice,  or  evading  the  puniflimcnt  fequired,  a  free  courfe,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  been  laid  open  to  a  regular  procefs,  conformably  to  the  conftitutional  principles  of 
the  republic  ;  and  by  the  fame  reafon,  in  fliort,  depriving  the  court  of  London  of  any  pre- 
tence to  complaint  of  a  denial  of  juftice,  care  has  been  taken  to  anticipate  the  leaft  fhadow  or 
appearance  of  reafon,  which  might  have  authorized  that  court  to  make  reprifals  j  to  which, 
neverthclefs,  it  has  had  recourfe  without  fcruple,  in  a  manner  equally  odious  and  unjuft. 

•*  To  thefe  ends,  and  fince,  after  the  repeated  outrages  and  heavy  lofles  which  the  fubjefls 
of  this  republic  muft  have  experienced  from  his  Britannic  Majefty,  their  High  Mightineffes 
find  themfelves  furthermore  provoked  and  aiiailed  by  his  aforefaid  Majefty,  and  compelled  to 
ufe  thofe  means  which  they  have  in  hand,  in  order  to  defend  the  precious  rights  of  their  liberty 
and  independence  ;  they  entertain  the  firmeft  hope  that  the  Lord  of  Hpfts,  the  God  of  their 
fathers,  who,  by  the  palpable  diredion  of  Providence,  fupported  and  carried  this  republic 
through  the  greateft  dangers,  will  blefs  the  means  which  they  have  determined  to  employ,  by 
crowning  the  juftice  of  their  arms  with  the  ever-triumphant  afliftance  of  his  omnipotent  pro- 
teftion;  whilft  their  High  Mightineffes  will  ardently  figh  after  the  inftant,  when  they  (hall 
fee  their  neighbour  and  old  ally,  but  now  their  enemy,  recalled  to  fentiments  more  moderate 
and  equitable.  And  it  is  at  that  period,  where  their  High  Mightineftes  will  improve  all  the 
opportunities  which,  confonant  with  the  honour  and  independence  of  a  free  ftate,  may  tend  to 
a  reconciliation  between  them  and  their  old  friend  and  ally. 

**  Thus  given  and  fettled  in  the  aflcmbly  of  their  High  Mightincfies,  our  Lords  the  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces,  at  the  Hague,  the  lOth  day  of  March,  178 1. 

(Signed)  •«  Cocc^Haaftan,  Vt. 

•*  By  command,    H.  Fagbl. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  April,  a  memorial  was  prefented  to  the  States-General  by  Mr. 
John  Adams,  agent  for  the  American  Congrefs  at  the  Hague,  declaring  the  firm  refolution  of 
the  feveral  United  States  of  America  to  maintain  their  independence,  at  all  hazards  ;  pointing 

out 
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178 1  out  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  both  to  HdlUnd  and  America  from  a  mutual  alliance  ; 
and  therefore  requiring  them  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
,   rica,  and  to  enter  into  equitable  treaties  with  them»  and  fuch  as  fhould  be  bene&cial  to  both 
countries. 

About  this  time,  the  King  of  Pruflia  acceded  to  the  armed  neutrality,  which  was  become! 
fo  formidable,  as  to  ablige  the  court  of  London,  in  a  Ihort  time  after,  to  make  a  conceflioii 
refpeding  the  navigation  of  the  Baltic,  not  quite  confident  with  that  high  tone  which 
had  lately  been  aflumed.  A  declaration  was  made  by  the  King  of  Denmark,  *^  That  the 
Baltic  being,  from  its  peculiar  and  local  fituation,  an  inclofed  fea^  in  which  the  (hips  of  all 
nations  might,  and  ought  to  navigate  in  peace,  and  enjoy  all  tlie  advantages  of  a  public  tran- 
quillity, his  Majefty  could  not  permit,  that  any  fliips  of  war  or  privateers  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  fhould  enter  the  faid  fea,  with  a  view  to  commit  holHlities  againft  the  fubjeft  of  any 
Hate  whatever.*' — It  was  added,  tliat  the  two  other  northern  courts  had  adopted,  and  would 
fupport  the  fame  fyftem.  And  on  the  21ft  of  April,  orders  and  inftrudions  were  publiflied  in 
the  London  gazette,  by  which  his  Britannic  Majefty  firiftly  charged  and  enjoined  the  com- 
manders ofallfhipsof  war,  and  the  commanders  of  all  ihips  and  veifels  having  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifal,  not  to  ftop  or  detain  any  (hips  or  veliels  in  the  Baltic,  for,  the  purpofe  of 
making  prize  of  the  fame;  but  that  they  (hould  fuffer  all  fuch  (hips  or  vefiels  as  they  fliould 
meet  in  thofe  feas,  to  proceed  on  their  refpedtive  voyages,  without  interruption. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  month  of  March,  the  Count  de  GrafTc  had  failed  from  Breft,  with 
21  (hips  of  the  line,  and  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  and  tranfports,  confifting  of  near  300  vefiels, 
on  board  of  which  were  6000  troops.  His  deftination  was  for  Martinico,  where  he  was  to  be 
joined  by  another  fquadron  ;  and  from  the  inferiority  of  the  Britifh  fleet  commanded  by  Ad- 
miral Hood,  which  was  fent  to  oppofe  him,  he  arrived  there  with  little  interruption. 

Thus  ftrengthened,  the  Marquis  de  Bouillc,  governor  of  Martinico^  on  the  departure  of 
Admiral  Hood  for  Barbadoes,  made  an  attempt,  which  had  been  for  fome  time  in  agitation, 
of  furprizing  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  the  fituation  of  which  enabled  the  Britiih  to  keep  Mar- 
tinico in  a  ftate  of  continual  alarm,  and  to  difcover  and  counteraA  all  the  motions  of  the 
French.  For  this  purpofe,  in  the  night  of  the  lOth  of  May,  the  French  governor  landed  a 
ftrong  detachment  at  St.  Lucia,  ^nd  fummoned  the  garrifon  to  furrender :  but  though  it  was, 
at  this  time,  far  from  numerous,  the  commanders,  after  returning  a  rcfolutc  anfwer  to  the 
meflage,  (hewed  fuch  a  determined  difpofition  to  refiftance,  as  Well  as  fuch  able  preparations 
to  put  it  in  execution,  that  the  French  did  not  dare  to  proceed  in  their  intended  attack,  but 
withdrew,  with  their  whole  armament,  to  Martinico. 

To  compenfate,  however,  for  this  failure,  a  large  body  of  French  troops  was  difpatched  to 
efFeft  a  landing  on  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  '  On  their  appearance  oflT  the  ifland,  on  the  23d  of 
May,  Governor  Fergufon  difpatched  a  fwift  failing  veffel  with  the  intelligence  to  Sir  George 
Rodney,  at  Barbadoes,  who  immediately  fent  Admiral  Drake,  with  fix  fail  of  the  line,  fome 
frigates,  and  a  regiment  and  two  additional  companies,  to  its  relief.  On  the  29th,  (which 
was  the  day  after  the  rear-admiral's  departure)  he  received  intelligence,  that  the  French  fleet 
liad  been  feen  to  the  windward  of  St.  Lucia,  and  were  apparently  ftanding  towards  Tobago. 
On  Rear-admiral  Drake's  making  the  ifland,  on  the  30th,  he  difcovered  the  enemy's  fleet,  of 
27  fail,  to  leeward,  between  him  and  the  land.  He  immediately  difpatched  his  fwiftcft  frigates 
to  inform  Sir  George  Rodney  of  what  had  paflTed,  as  well  as  of  his  own  return  s  and  arrived 
in  fight  of  Carliflc  bay  on  the  2d  of  June. 
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1781  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  had  landed  their  troops,  to  the  number  of  3000  regulars ; 
whilil»  according  to  the  governor's  public  account,  the  whole  force  that  could  be  collefted  for 
the  defence  of  the  iiland,  including  regulars^  militia,  and  feamen,  amounted  only  to  427  whites, 
of  all  forts,  who  held  arms  in  their  hands;  but  to  thefe  were  added  a  fmall  party  of  forty 
armed  negroes,  who  beliaved  with  undaunted  courage  on  fome  very  defperate  fervice. 

After  fome  attempts  to  impede  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  Governor  Fergufon,  with  the 
regulars  and  militia,  retired  to  a  poll  called  Concordia,  which  is  an  high,  firong  iituation, 
commanding  both  fides  of  the  ifland,  where  they  were  invefted  as  clofely  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  would  admit ;  the  French  general  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  terrify  the  militia  into 
a  defertion  of  their  arms,  by  threatening  plunder  and  confifcation  to  their  plantations,  if  they 
did  not,  in  a  ihort  given  time,  return  to  them. 

The  fpirit  and  patriotifm  fhewn  by  the  planters  in  general,  during  this  unequal  conteft,  is 
highly  dcferving  of  praife ;  but  the  extraordinary  intlances  of  magnanimity  aiForded  by  indivi- 
duals, claims  particular  notice.  On  the  firft  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  difpute  about  pods, 
Mr.  CoUow  gencrouily  propofed  to  the  governor  to  fet  fire  to  his  own  canes,  in  order  to  dif« 
trefs  them  on  their  march,  and  to  impede  their  progrefs  through  a  difficult  and  narrow  coun- 
try. During  the  fiege  of  Concordia,  Mr,  Law,  underftanding  that  the  governor  was  unwil- 
ling to  deftroy  his  dwelling-houfe,  and  the  adjoining  building,  although  they  afforded  fome 
cover  to  the  enemy,  not  only  made  the  propofal  himfeif  to  have  them  burned,  but  carried  it 
immediately  into  execution,  under  their  fire,  being  aflifted  only  by  his  own  negroes,  who 
fuffered  not  a  little  in  the  confli£t :  and  when  the  garrifon  were  retired  to  their  laft  ftrong  hold 
and  faflnefs,  the  way  to  wliich  was  extremely  narrow,  rugged,  and  utterly  unknown  to  the 
enemy,  neither  the  threats  of  immediate  deftruftion  to  his  property,  nor  of  inftant  death  to 
himfeif,  could,  in  any  degree,  force  htm  to  the  talk  of  condu£ting  the  French  army  on  their 
way  to  find  the  brave  and  patriot  band  that  had  devoted  itieif  to  the  defence  of  the  ifland. 

A  large  reinforcement  now  arrived  from  Martinico  with  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  accompa- 
nied by  the  whole  French  fleet,  under  the  Coi:knt  de  Grafle.  The  ifland  troops,  therefore, 
were  now  fo  clofely  prefled  on  all  fides,  that  very  little  hopes  remained  of  their  being  able  to 
maintain  their  ground  ;  more  efpecially  as  they  had  received  intelligence  that  the  body  of  forces 
intended  for  their  fuccour,  under  the  care  of  Admiral  Drake,  had  been  obliged  to  put  back, 
to  avoid  the  very  fuperior  power  of  the  French  fleet.  But,  deprived  as  they  were  of  all  rca- 
fonable  hopes  of  fuccour,  they  do  not  feem  to  have  be^n  dtfcouraged.  Refolving  to  hold  out 
to  the  laft  extremity,  they  now  prepared  to  quit  the  place  they  had  hitherto  fo  bravely  defen- 
ded, but  which  could  be  no  longer  maintained,  and  retreated  to  a  poft  on  the  main  ridge, 
where  a  few  huts  had  been  built,  and  fome  ammunition  and  provifions  previoufly  lodged,  for 
that  purpofe.  This  retreat  was  fo  well  conducted,  that  the  place  was  evacuated  at  one  in  the 
morning  of  the  firft  of  June,  and  notwithftanding  the  near  fituation  of  the  enemy,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille  was  fo  totally  ignorant  of  the  manoeuvre,  that  he  fent  a  flag  foon  after  day- 
break to  fummon  the  garrifon  to  furrender. 

The  French  general,  enraged  at  the  efcape  of  an  enemy  whom'  he  had  confidered  as  in  his 
hands,  and  ftill  more  provoked  through  the  apprehenfion  of  the  war  being  protrafted,  from 
that  enemy's  getting  into  a  difiScult  country  and  an  impracticable  poft,  he  began  to  depart 
from  thofe  principles  of  liberal  conteft  and  amiable  lenity  which  had  hitherto  diftinguifhed  his 
conduct.  He  did  not  fail  to  order  an  immediate  purfuit  of  the  garrifon  ;  but  finding  his  troops 
overcome  by  the  heat,  while  the  fugitives  were  yet  four  miles  before  him,  and  that  he  could 
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1781  not  tYcn  procure  any  pcrfon  who  would  condu£i  bis  army  through  the  ftrong  country  and  iiu- 
tricatc  ways  which  they  had  to  pafs,  he  determined  to  make  terror  unite  with  force  in  (hortcn- 
ing  a  bufinefs  which  promifcd,  otherwife,  not  only  to  become  extremely  troublefome  as  well 
as  tedious,  but  which  might,  in  the  iflue,  obftrud  thofe  great  objects  which  the  French  fleet 
had  in  view.     He  accordingly  ordered  two  capital  plantations  which  were  at  hand  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  ;  and  finding  that  their  deftruflion  did  not  produce  the  defired  cffcSty  he  threatened  to 
renew  the  fame  orders  at  the  expiration  of  every  four  hours,  until  the  ifland  (hould  be  furren* 
dered.    Governor  Fergufon  ftill  wifhed  to  protraft  the  defence  i  but  perceiving  it  to  be  im- 
poffible  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  making  a  furrender,  he,  at  length,  thought  it  moft 
prudent,  though  he  at  firft  refufed  to  concur  in  any  capitulation,  to  interpofe  in  making  the 
befl  terms  for  the  ifland,  which  he  could  poflibly  obtain  under  the  circumflances  of  it.     The 
conditions  were  extremely  favourable  and  advantageous :  thofe  of  Dominica  were  laid  as  the 
ground  work  by  the  governor ;  and  though  they  differed  in  fome  points,  the  inhabitants  were 
of  opinion  that  Tobago  had  the  advantage,  in  this  particular,  of  its  iifter  ifland. 

While  the  French  were  thus  employed  in  the  Weft  Indies,  their  allies,  the  Spaniards,  were 
endeavouring  to  recover  thofe  provinces  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  which  they  had 
loft  in  the  preceding  war,  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  governor  of  Louifiana,  had,  in  the  two 
laft  years,  been  too  fuccefsful  againft  the  Britifh  fettlements  on  the  Mififlippi,  and  the  town 
and  fort  of  Mobille.  Thefe  fuccefles,  and  the  confequent  redu6ion  of  General  Campbeirs 
fmall  force,  naturally  extended  his  views  to  the  taking  ofPenfacola,  and  thereby  compleating 
the  conqueft  of  the  province. 

After  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts  in  the  laft  year,  which  had  failed  in  their  commencement,. 
Don  Galvez  went  himfelf  to  the  Havannah,  in  order  to  forward,  and  take  upon  him  the  com- 
snand  of  a  great  expedition  from  thence,  which  was  intended  for  tlie  beginning  of  the  prefenr. 
Fortune  feemed  at  firft  to  fmile  onPenfacola;  but,  unluckily,  no  means  were,  or  probably 
could  be  afforded,  to  profit  of  the  occafion.  A  violent  hurricane  had  almoft  ruined  the  Spa- 
nifli  fleet.  Four  capital  fliips,  befldes  others  of  different  denominations,  were  totally  loft, 
and  all  on  board  periflied.  The  lofs  of  lives  were  eftimated  at  above  two  thoufand.  The  re-* 
mainder  of  the  fhstttercd  fleet  put  back  to  the  Havannah,  feveral  of  them  being  difmafted  and 
greatly  ftiattered.  The  critical  arrival  of  four  ftore  (hips  from  Spain  during  tlicir  abfence,. 
enabled  them  to  refit  fpeedily ;  and  knowing  there  was  no  Britifh  naval  force  in  the  way  to 
oppofe  them,  without  waiting  till  the  whole  fleet  was  in  condition,  they  difpatched  five  fail  of 
the  line,  with  feveral  fmaller  veflcls  of  war,  to  condu£t  Don  Galvez,  with  between  7,000  and 
8,000  land  forces,  on  the  expedition.  This  armament  arrived  before  Penfacola  on  the  ninth 
.  of  March  in  this  year,  and  was  followed  foon  after  by  Don  Solano,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
fleet,  the  whole  amounting  to  15  fail  of  the  line* 

The  principal  ftrength  of  the  place  was  in  the  defence  of  the  harbour ;  for  while  that  was 
maintained,  the  enemy  would  not  only  be  expofed  to  great  difficulties  and  difadvantages  in 
their  landing,  but  afterwards,  in  the  covering  and  carrying  on  of  their  approaches ;  and  which 
would  be  ftill  too  diftant  from  the  works  to  produce  much  e{k&.  But  the  land  batteries  were 
.  not  fufficient  to  guard  the  entrance,  without  fome  naval  fupport ;  and  that  which  they  nov*  l.^d 
was  weak  indeed,  conflfting  only  of  two  floops,  or  other  fmall  veflels  of  war.  Tliefe,  hovV* 
ever,  gallantly  feconded  the  batteries,  and  both  together  gave  much  trouble  and  caufed  no  fmall 
delay  to  the  enemy.  Their  vaft  fupcriority  of  force,  when  it  could  be  brought  properly  to 
bear,  was,  however,  irreflftible.     The  paflage  was,  accordingly^  forced, — the  landing  cffed^ 
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4781  cd,— the  ground  broken* — and  the  fiegc  commenced  in  form  by  fea  and  land.  The  garrifon 
was  weak,  and  compofcd  of  almoft  all  forts  of  men.  Detachments  from,  or  rather  the  remains 
of  different  Britifti  jregiments ;  Maryland  «and  Pennfylvania  loyalifts ;  fome  of  the  German 
troops  ofWaldeck;  together  with  failors,  marines,  inhabitants  and  negroes;  and  before  the 
place  was  cjofely  invefted,  a  few  Indians  formed  the  motley  affemblagc,  whofelotit  was  to 
•defend  Penfacola  againft  fuch  a  formidable  force. 

It  wa,s,  certainly,  much  to  the  honour  of  General  Campbell,  the  governor,  that  there  was 
not  the  fmalleft  difcordance  in  fuch  a  various  garrifon  ;  and  it  was  no  lefs  praife-worthy  to 
themfelves,  that  the  Whole  bbhaved  bravely,  patiently  and  obediently  through  every  part  of 
the  liege.  It  is  alfo  proper  to  add,  that  the  captains,  officers  and  crews  of  the  two  royal  floops 
of  war,  after  burning  their  veffels,  bore  a  diftinguiflied  part  in  defending  the  fort.  Indeed 
every  part  of  the  defence  was  vigorous ;  and,  notwithilatiding  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon, 
fome  well  direSed  fallies  were  gallantly  made  and  fuccefsfully  executed.  In  the  firft  week  of 
May,  the  befiegers  had  done  nothing  thatpromifed  a  fpeedy  attainment  of  their  obje£l.  They 
were,  however,  by  no  means  flow  in  advancing  their  works,  and  the  fate  of  the  place  appeared 
to  be  inevitable.  But  it  would  flill  have  coft  them  much  more  time  and  trouble  to  have  be- 
>come  mailers  of  it,  if  an  untoward  accident  had  not  frullrated  the  hopes  of  the  belieged. 

The  principal  defence  of  the  place  confifted  in  a  ftrong  advanced  redoubt,  by  which  it  was 
covered,  and  which  commatided  the  narrow  approach  to  it  on  the  land  lide.  This  was  accord- 
ingly fupported  to  the  iaft,  which  had  been  hitherto  done  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  refolution, 
that  the  works  had  fuffered  lefs  than  could  poffibly  have  been  expeded.  The  accidental  htll  of 
a  bomb  near  the  door  of  the  magazine  belonging  to  the  redoubt,  and  which  lay  under  its 
•center,  determined  the  fate  of  Penfacola.  The  burlling  of  the  bomb  forced  open  the  door, 
fet  fire  to  the  powder  within,  and,  in  an  iiillant,  the  whole  body  of  the  redoubt  prefented  no- 
thing but  an  heap  of  rubbifh.  Of  about  100  men  who  fuffered  by  this  explolion,  three  parts 
loft  their  lives,  and  the  fourth  were  miferably  maimed  and  wounded.  Two  flank  works,  how- 
ever, ftill  remained  entire;  and,  by  the  eictraordinary  prefence  of  mind  and  intrepidity  of  the 
officers  who  commanded  in  thcfe,  and  the  Ikillful  ufe  they  made  of  their  artillery,  the  beliegers, 
who  rulhed  on  to  take  advantage  of  the  confulion,  and  to  ftorm  tlie  place,  were,  in  their  firft 
onfet,  repulfed.  By  this  brave  exertion,  time  was  obtained  to  carry  off  the  wounded,  and 
■fuch  pieces  of  artillery  as  were  not  buried  in  the  ruins  :  but  the  enemy  foon  after  bringing  up 
their  whole  force  to  attack  the  flank  redoubts,  they  were  of  neceffity  abandoned. 

The  enemy,  at  length,  made  an  appearance  of  advancing  to  ftorm  the  body  of  the  place; 
but  the  ilatc  of  preparation  tliey  perceived,  induced  them  to  reliilquifh  the  defign.  They, 
however,  derived  fuch  advantages  from  the  poffeffion  of  the  ruined  redoubt,  that  the  place  was 
no  longer  tenable ;  for  they  commanded  fome  of  the  principal  batteries  fo  effeftually  with  their 
fmall  arms,  that  the  foldiers  and  feamen  could  no  longer  ftand  to  their  guns.  In  thefc  cir- 
cumftances,  and  without  the  moft  diftant  hope  of  relief,  it  would  have  been  madnefs  to  pro- 
long the  defence.  It-  may,  however,  be  proper  to  obfervc,  that  in  this  ftate  of  imminent 
danger,  and  with  all  the  horrors  of  approaching  deftruftion  before  them,  not  a  fingle  word, 
concerning  a  furrender,  was  heard  in  thp  garrifon.  An  honourable  capitulation  was  obtained 
by  Mr.  Chefter,  the  governor  of  the  province,  and  Major  General  Campbell;  and  that  was 
all  that  could  have  been  hoped  or  expected.  The  place  was  delivered  up  on  the  ninth  of  May, 
ipvhicb  was  two  months  from  the  firft  appearance  of  the  enemy  before  it.  Thus  fell  tlie  pro- 
vince 
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1781  vincc  of  Weft  Florida,  which  had  l^cen  cbnfidered  as  one  of  the  principal  acquifitions  obtain* 
ed  for  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

During  the  tranfaftions  which  agitated  Eiiropc  and  America,  the  Britilh  empire  in  the  Eaft 
was  harrafled  with  no  common  viciffitudes  of  fortune.  The  difcontents  which  we  have  already 
fiated  to  have  arifen  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  confequence  of  the  eftablifliment  of  the  fupreme^ 
court  at  Calcutta,  were  accompanied  with  other  very  alarming  circumftances,  which  caufed  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  be  in  a  very  critical  and  unfetilcd  ftatc.  The  fcrvants  of 
the  company,  who  prefidcd  over  the  poflcffions  of  Great  Britain  in  that  rich  and  cxtcnfivc 
quarter  of  the  globe,  were,  at  this  time,  involved  in  a  conteft  with  the  Mahrattas,  who  are  the 
only  people  of  Indoftan  that  were  not  effedually  fubdued,  or  who  did  not  unanimQufly  fubmit 
to  the  government,  and  acknowledge  allegiance  as  fiefs  to  the  throne  of  the  MoguL  The 
celebrated  Hydcr  Ally,  one  of  the  grcateft  politicians  and  warriors  ever  known  in  India,  hac^ 
alfo  been  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Mahrattas  ;  but,  afterwards,  made  peace  and  joined  in  a 
confederacy  againft  the  Englifh.  He  complained,  and  we  arc  afraid  with  fome  reafon,  that 
the  latter  had  not  kept  their  treaties  with  him ;  it  was,  at  leaft,  very  evident,  that  the,  com« 
pany's  fervants  had  not  adopted  thofe  methods  to  keep  on  amicable  terms  with  him,  which  a 
wife  policy  required.  Hyder  Ally,  Regent  of  thekingdpm  of  My  fore,  was  originally  a  foldier 
of  fortune.  He  rofe,  by  degrees,  from  a  low  rank,  to  the  fupreme  command  of  the  Rajah's 
army ;  and,  on  the  death  of  that  Prince,  imprifoned  his  fon,  whom  he  deftined  to  fucceed 
him  on  the  throne,  and  feized  the  reins  of  government,  aflfuming  the  title  of  guardian  to  the 
young  Prince.  Hyder  Ally  poftefled  an  extenfivc,  valuable  and  well  regulated  country ;  he 
was  able  to  bring  into  the  field  a  very  numerous  and  weH  difciplined  army;  his  revenues  were 
*  great,  and  he  was  no  lefs  attentive  to  the  payment  than  the  difcipline  of  his  forces.  At  ^he 
clofe  of  the  year  1779,  his  military  force  was  computed  to  confift  of  70,000  infantry,  of  which 
20,oco  were  in  regular  battalions  ;  30,000  cavalry,,  of  which  2,000  were  Abyflinian  horfe  that 
conftantly  attended  his  perfon  ;  10,000  Carnatic  horfe,  well  trained;  40oEuropeans  ;  and  100 
spieces  of  cannon,  which  were  worked  by  Europeans.  He  pofieiled  great  courage  and  abilities; 
and  it  appeared,  that  his  conduft  in  his  civil  capacity,  has  been  fupported  by  a  degree  of  poli- 
tical addrefs,  unequalled  by  any  Afiatic  power  that  had  yet  appeared  in  Indoftan.  Monfieur 
Bellecombe,  at  Pondicherry,  had  kept  up  a  conftant  correfpondence,  and  left  no  arts  uneflayed 
to  engage  him  in  the  intereft  of  the  French ;  in  which  objeft  his  efforts  were  but  too  fuc— 
cefsful. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1780,  Hyder  Ally  broke  into*  the  Carnatic  with  a  very  large  army^, 
and  made  a  confiderable  devaftation  in  that  country.  A  fhort  time  previous  to  this  irruption^ 
intelligence  was  difpatched  from  Mauritius,  that  it  was  intended  by  the  French  to  fend  to- 
Hyder  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  troops  and  a  fupply  of  military  ftores,  to  enable  hi/n  t(y 
ruin  the  Carnatic,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  fupine  condu£t  of  ourElaft  India  Company's, 
fervants  in  that  quarter.  ^  ■ 

It  appears,  indeed,  that,  at  this  time,  there  was  a  very  criminal  negligence  in  tl\e  govern- 
ment of  Madras,  refpefting  the  preparations  neceflafy  to  be^made  for  oppofing  the  progrcfs  of 
Hyder  Ally,  of  whofe  hoftile  and  alarming  defigns  they  had  received  very  fufficient  informa* 
tion.  On  the  feventh  of  September,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baillte,  with  a  detachment  of  300. 
European  infantry,  fome  artillery,  th^ee  battalions  of  fepoys,  and  ten  pieces^  of  cannon,  was 
attacked  by  Tippoo  Saib,  the  fon  of  Hyder  Ally,  whom  he  defeated.  Previous  to  this  en- 
gagement Hyd^r  himfelf  had  laid  fiege  to  Arcot,  the  chief  town  of  the  Carnatic ;  but,  after 
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S781  fome  fruitlefs  days,  thought  proper  to  relinqui(h  that  expedition.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Baillie 
being  informed,  that  Hyder,  with  the  main  body  of  his  forces,  had  got  between  hini  and 
Major  General  Sir  Hedor  Munro,  who  commanded  the  grand  Britifh  army,  thought  proper 
to  halt  where  he  was,  and  immediately  difpatched  feveral  letters  by  different  routes  to  that  Ge- 
neral, informing  him  of  his  iituation,  and  entreating  him  to  make  fuch  a  motion  with  the 
army  under  his  command  as  might  effeft  their  junfiion.     The  meafures,  however,  adopted 
for  this  purpofe,  were  not  of  the  moft  expeditious  nature,  though  a  detachment  was  fent  to 
his  afliftance  ;  but  before  he  could  complete  his  objed  of  forming  a  junction  with  the  grand 
army,  he  was  attacked  by  Hyder  Ally  on  the  loth  of  September.     This  aftion  laded  feveral 
hours,  and  this  handful  of  men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Baillie,  not  only  fuflained 
themfelves  with  amazing  refolution  againft  the  infinitely  fuperior  enemy,  but  would  have  gain-* 
ed  the  vidory,  if  the  accidental  and  unfortunate  blowing  up  of  fome  tumbrels  of  ammunition 
in  the  center  of  the  Britifh  lines,  had  not  efFeded  more  than  Hyder  Ally's  projdigious  army 
had  been  able  to  do.     Though  the  deflru£lion  of  men  was  great  from  this  accident,  the  total 
lofs  of  ammunition  was  ftill  more  dreadful  to  the  furvivors.     Tippoo  Saib  inflantly  caught  the 
moment  of  advantage,  and,  without  waiting  for  orders,  fell  with  the  utmofl  rapidity,  at  the 
head  of  theMyforeand  Carnatk  cavalry,  into  the  broken  fquare  of  Britifh  troops,  which  had 
not  yet  time  in  any  degree  to  recover  its  order  or  form ;  and  the  cavalry  being  fpeedily  follow* 
ed  by  the  French  corps,  and  by  the  firfl  line  of  infantry,  the  fate  of  that  gallant  band  was  no 
longer  doubtful.    All  the  Europeans  were  cither  cut  to  pieces  or  taken  prifoners,  and  upwards 
of  2,000  fepoys  are  faid  to  have  Iain  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.    In  this  engagement  Colonel 
Baillie  and  feveral  officers  were  made  prifoners.    Colonel  Fletcher  and  the  Captains  Rumfey 
and  Powell  were  killed.     This  vi£tory,  however,  according  to  the  account  given  by  an  Euro- 
pean refident,  at  Hyder's  court,  who  was  prefent  at  the  a£tion,  was  very  dearly  purchafed. 
The  flaughter  fell  almoft  entirely  upon  the  bdl  troops  of  the  enemy,  and  was  fo  immenfe,  that 
if  a  particular  account  of  the  lofs  could  have  been  obtained,  it  would  have  exceeded  all  bounds 
of  conjefture  or  belief. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  this  unfortunate  aAion,  a  Very  ardent  impatience  to  revenge 
their  lofs,  appeared  in  the  army  commanded  by  Sir  Hedor  Munro ;  but  the  General  thought 
it  imprudent  to  indulge  their  ardour.  He  was  confcious  of  the  weak  flate  of  his  army, — the 
diminution  it  had  fuffered  from  the  detachment  he  had  fent  to  the  afliftance  of  Colonel  Baillie, 
and  which  was  now  entirely  lofl; — his  total  want  of  provifions, — his  entire  deficiency  of  ca- 
valry, and  above  all,  the  certain  deflru£lioa  of  Madras  and  all  tb?  Britifli  fettlements  in  the 
Carnatic,  fhould  any  enftrprize,  in  the  prefent  poflure  of  affairs,  be  attended  with  misfortune. 
From  thefe  confiderations,  he  refolved  to  make  a  retreat,  though  much  to  the  difTatisfadion  of 
the  troops ;  and  he  accordingly  marched  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras,  where  he  was  now 
determined  to  wait  for  the  reinforcements  that  were  on  their  way  thither,  before  he  entered 
upon  any  offenfive  operations. 

The  confcquences  of  the  late  defeat  were,  ih  the  mean  time,  very  alarming.  The  diflcn- 
tions  in  the  prefidency  became  daily  more  violent ;  and  its  authority  was  fo  much  diminilhed, 
that  a  body  of  fepoys  openly  revolted ;  and  tlie  countries  in  fubjeftion  to  it,retained  fo  little  at- 
tachment to  its  government,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  in  the  iuterefls  of 
HydcT  Ally. 

That  Prince  had  renewed  the  fiege  of  Arcot,  the  capital  of  the  Nabob  of  that  name,  which, 
frdfn  the  vigour  with  which  it  was  carried  on,  and  the  dil-af{e6lion  of  thofe  who  were  to  de- 
fend 
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^781  fe*nd  it«  to  their  foverciga,  tlic  antient  ally  of  out  India  Company,  that  Hyder  took  tlie  place 
in  the  bcginnitigof  N-ovcmbcr,  with  an  imtiKnfe  quantity  of  warlike  ftorcs,  which  fell  into 
the'hands  of  the  enemy  at  a  time  when  he  was  beginning  to  want  them,  and  when  they^  were 
equally  necefliiry  to  thofe  for  whom  they  were  provided. 

Such  was  the  fitnation  of  affairs  when  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  bad  been  rcquefted  by  the  Su- 
preme Council  of  Bengal  to  take  upon  him'  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  Carnatic,  arrived 
at  Madras  with  a  reinforcement  of  Britifli  troops.     Indeed,  the  unaccountable  negleft  which 
marked  every  department  of  admimftration  there,  feemed  to  be  rather  the  effeft  of  fome  do- 
mineering fatality,  thaneither  of  weaknefs  or  indolence.     The  General  hirafelf  obferves  in  his 
letters  to  the  dtreftors,  as  well  as  to  fome  of  the  principal  ofBcers  of  {late,  that  the  fame  inac- 
tivity and  bad  policy,  which  had  operated  in  not  pollcfting  the  troops, — in  the  defeft  of  every 
kind  of  preparation, — in  leaving  the  pailes  open  to  Hydcr's  entrasncei— and  in  many  other 
ruinous  ind'ances,  wcreftiUprevalent  at  the  time  of  his  arrival ;  arid  thatwhat  ought  to  have 
beentlicir  firft  cat«,  lay  as  much  negle£led  as  if  no  enemy  had  been  near.     That  even  the  ne- 
celEry  arrangements  for  the  fecurity  of  Fort  St.  George^  the  very  foundation  of  our  exiftence 
on  that  coaft,  had  not  been  made  ;  that  no  pains  had  been  taken  to  recruit  the  (battered  con- 
dition of  the  very  fmall  army  which  remained  for  their  defence ;  tliat'the  field  artillery  reqjai- 
*    lite  for  a  campaign,  was  fo  far  from  being  in  readincFs,  that  the  carriages  were  then  making 
tip :  that  the  troops  were  difpirited, — the  fepoys  defettingy — the  country  defolated, — the  in- 
habitants treacherous,-— all  commmiications  cut  off, — ^their  prOvifions  confun^bd,  and  their  rc- 
fources  exhaufted.     That  the  Nabob,  fo  farr  from  being  able  to  give  any  affiance  in  this  ex- 
igency, waS'himfelf  without  men,  money,  or  infiuence,  and  looked  up  to  the  company  to 
fupport  his  interefts  and  credit.     To  this  was  added  the  increafing  fuperiority  of  the  enemy, 
arifing.from  bis  good  policy,  as  well  as  the  powir  of  his  arms ;  for  that  Hyder  Ally  liad  taken 
every  meaftxre  which  could  occur  to  the  moft  experienced  General,  to  diftrefs  us,  and  to  ren- 
tier himfelf  formidable*;  and  that  his  condud,  in  his  civil  capacity,  had  been  fupported  by 
;a  degree  «of  political  addrefs,  unequalled  by  any  powertbat  had  yet  appeared  in  Hindoftan. 
'Such  was  the  enemy,  with  whom  the  Eaft  India  Company  were  now'^ngaged  in  fuch  an  ar- 
kIuous  conteft;  and  fuch  was  part  of  a  pifture  of  the  afiairs  of  the  Carnatic,  drawn  upon  the 
^fpot,  at  the  cloie  of  the  year  1780,  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 

Among  the  many  good  confequences  which  flowc-d  from  the  arrival  of  that  able  office,  to 
;takethe  command  of  the  Carnatic,  the  unanimity  which,  from  that  moment,  prevailed  in  the 
^government,  was  among  the  iirft.  The  Council  were  unaniitious  in  his  fiippbrt,  and  wifely 
committed  the  whole  conduft  and  management  of  tlie  war,  without  referve,  into  his  hands. 
An  appearance  of  vigour,  in  fpite  of  aftual  weaknefs,  and  all  the  wretched  circumftances  of 
affairs,  accordingly  took  place  in  every  department,  and  the  enemy,  impreiTed  with  a  very  juft 
idea  of  the  GeBeral's  fame  artd  great  miliury  talents,  marked  their  future  conduft  with  great 
and  unaccuftomed  precaution. 

Few  g^erals  ev«r  had  more  difficulties  to  encounter,  or  a  greater  ftake  depending,  than  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  at  this  junfture.  His  whole  force  did  not  exceed  7,000  men,  and  the  enemy  he' 
was  to  encounter  commanded  an  army  cbnfifting  of  near  209,000.  The  Britifh  General,  how- 
ever, in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  mov^ed  from  the  encampment  that  had  been  fo  long  occu-  * 
pied  at  Madras,  and  fiKceeded  in  forcing  Hyder  Ally  to  abandon  Wandcwalh,  which  he  was 
then  befieging.  After  forcing  the  enemy  to  relinquifli  his  original  entcrprize,  the  next  im- 
portant fervice  was.  the  jfecuring  Pondichcrry.  After  the  reduftion  of  that  fcttlement  two  years 
Vol.  IV.  Z  z  before. 
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1781  before,  the  French,  \vho  remained  there,  had  been  treated  "with  the  moft  exemplary  lenity ; 
^  their  private  property  had  beenJefc  Untouched,  and  all  their  officers,  both  civil  and  military, 
had  been  indulged  with  every  kind  of  liberty,  on  giving  their  parole.  But  the  uncxpcScd  fuc- 
ceflcs  of  Hyder  ARy,  and  the  ex^p^dations  of  the  fpeedy  arrivsil  of  a  powerful  fquadron  and 
confiderable  military  reinforcement  from  France,  had  wrought  fuch  a  change  in  their  beha- 
Yiour,  that  they  could  not  conceal  iheir  difpoiition  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  firft  opportunity 
of  breaking  through  their  engagements  with  the  Englifli;  in  fhort,  fuch  was  their  conduf^, 
'  that  it  was  thought  neceffaiy  to  deprive  them  of  their  arms,  to  feize  magazines  which  they 
had  contrived  to  colle£t,  and  to  deftroy  all  the  boats  in  their  poifeifion.  The  ncceffity  of  thefe 
meafures  was  foon  juftified  by  the  arrival  of  a  French  fquadron  ofF  Pondicherry,  in  full  con- 
fidence of  being  fupplied  with  water  and  other  neceilaries  ;  but  which  was  obliged  to  depart  in 
great  diftrefs,  for  want  of  fmali  craft  to  convey  them  on  board. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir  Edward  Hughes  had  performed  great  fervicc  on  the  Malabar  coail  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  year,  by  the  deftrudion  of  Hyder  Ally's  (hipping  in  his  own  ports  of 
Calicut  and  Mangalore,  and  thereby  blafling  his  favourite  hope  of  becoming  a  formidable  ma-^ 
ritimc  power. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote'^  force  being  too  weak  to  encourage  adventure,  and  Hyder  too  cautious  to* 
hazard  much  without  an  abfalute  neceflity,  nothing  of  confequcnce  took  place  for  feverat 
months  between  the  two  armies.  Such  a  ftate  of  things^  however,  could  iK>t  be  lading.:  Hyder 
having  made  preparations  for  the  (iege  of  Tritchinopoly,  the  Englifh  General  marched  with 
the  army  to  Porto  Novo,  as  well  to  fruftrate  that  defign,  as^to  reprefs  his  depredation  on  the 
fide  of  Tanjour,  and  the  fouthern  provinces.  In  fhore^  on  the  firft  of  July  an  engagement 
took  place  between  the  two  armies,  which  lafted  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  four  in  the 
afternoon.  The  very  fuperior  Ikill  and  great  experience  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  and  his  officers, 
md  the  bravery  and  difcipline  of  his  foldiers,  were  put,  on  this  day,  to  a  glorious  trial ; — it 
was  not  without  the  higbeft  efforts  of  generaUhip  and  intrepidity,  that  the  enemy  was  obliged 
at  length  to  give  way  on  all  fides,  after  having  been  foiled  in.  every  attempt,  with  a  terrible- 
flaughter  of  their  braveft  troops,  and  the  lofs  of  Hyder  Ally's  principal  general  and  his  beft 
officers.  But  complete  as  this  vidory  was,  many  of  its  advantages  were  loft  from  the  viftora 
being  unpolTeiled  of  the  means  of  purfuit;  as  the  want  of  cavalry  gave  the  enemy  an  opportu- 
nity of  carrying  off  his  cannon  and  baggage,  and  to  make  good  his  retreat ;  while  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  was  forced  to  content  hinifelf  with  remaining  mafter  of  the  field.  Several  other  engage- 
ments took  place,  in  which  the  Britifli  troops  were  uniformly  viftorious,  and  the  troops  of 
Hyder  Ally  difcouragcd  by  a  fucccffion  of  defeats,  no  longer  poffeflTed  a  fpirit  to  fecond  the 
exertions  of  their  leader. 

Such  was  the  furprifing  change,  which  the  fuperior  conduft  and  military  talents  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  feconded  by  fome  excellent  officers,  and  fupported  by  the  unparalleled  efforts  of  a 
fmall,  but  glorious  army,  had,  in  a  fhort  time,  produced  in  the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic;.  and 
fuch  were  the  leading  events  of  one  of  the  moft  arduous  campaigns  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
the  world. 

But  previous  to  this  favourable  change  in  the  company's  affairs,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Lord  North,'  *•  That  a  committee  of  fecrecy  fhould  be  appointed,  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 
of  the  war  now  fubfifting  in  the  Carnatic  ;  and  of  the  prefent  condition  of  the  Britifli  poflef- 
fions  in  thofe  parts  ;  and  to  report  the  feme  with  their  obfervations  thereon,"  Though  the 
acknosvledged  bad  conduct  of  affairs  in  India,  had  rendered  ent^uiries  on  that  fubje£t  rather 

popular,. 
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2781  popular,  the  pi'opofal  b(  a  fccrct  committee  met  with  mudi  objfc^ion,  and  occafioned  a  very 
fpiritcd  debate...  Thefubjeft  was  certainly  of  the  firft  iaiportancc,  and,  according  to  the  ap- 
pearances of  the  momeuc,  the  exiftenQc  of  the  Britiih  commerce  and  poflefTions  in  the  Eaft, 
depended  upon  the  fpirit.and  policy  of  the  mcafures  which  were  then  to  be  purfued  Difpatch 
was  moft  effentially  neccffary  in  this  enquiry,  and  a  fecrct  committee  would  certainly  beft 
anfwer  that  purpofe  ;  the  objefts  of  enquiry  were  likcwife  of  a  nature  which  required  iecrecy 
in  the  committee.  Beiides,  they  were  by  no  means  of  a  judicial  kind  ;  it  was  not  iiucnded 
that  this  committee  ihould  decide  on  the  conduA  of  any  man;  their  bufinefs  was  to.  report 
fads, — andif  thofc  fadls  fhould  appear  to  the  Houfc  as. grounds  of  accufation  againft  any  indi- 
vidual, he  would  theti  haVe  an  opportunity  of  defending  himfelf,  and  the  proceedings,  of 
tourfc,  muft  be  puWic  The  Houfe  might  aUo,  if  it  fhould  think  it  neceflkry,  call  for  the 
'  minutes  of  the  committee, — a  circumftancc  which  feems  to  do  away  the  idea  of  any  bad  con- 
fequences  ariiing  from  tlie  propofed  fccrccy^  TJie  pinifter's  motion  was,  however,  at  length- 
carried,  and  the  commiittee,  beiidcs  being  poffefled  of  the  ufuaLpoWers  to  demand  papers  and 
examine  witneffes,  were  authorifed  to  fit  in  the  India  Houfe;  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time, 
and  from  place  .to  place,  as  it  fuitcd  their  convenience ;  and  to  meet  and  purfue  their  enquiries 
durirvg  the  recefs  of  Pacli<iment4 

The  teims  upon  which  the  minifl^had  fome  time  ago  propofed  a  renewal  of  the  Eall  India 
Company's  charter,  were  deemed .  by  the  company  fo  highly  injurious-to  Uie  rigbts,^nd  fo 
exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  interefls  df  that  body,  that  all  n^geciatio.n  was  broken  piF,  and 
tlte  bufinefs  lay  entirely  dormant  during  the  two  laft  years.  We  have  already  related,  that  in 
the  preceding  fefljon,  the  Houfc  of  Commons  pafiTed  a  vote  for  giving  the  three  years  notice 
decreed  by  a£l  of  Parliament  to  the  Company,  previous  to  the  diflTolutipn  of  their  charter,  that 
the  capital  ftbck  or  debt  of  4,aoo,oool.  which  Was  owing  them  by  the  public,  fiiould  be  fully 
difcharged^  according  to  the  ]l)awer  of  redemption,  by  the  5th  of  April,  1783- 

Th&fituation  of  public  affairs  certainly  required  that  matters  (hould  be  brought  to  fome  con- 
dofion  with  the  Company,— rand  in  order  to  accelerate  their  motions^  the  minifler  held  out 
the  following  propofitions  to  the  confidcration  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :-i-whcther  it  would 
be. proper  for  the  jorown  to  take  the  territorial  pofTefriQns  and  revenues  entirely  into  its  own 
hands,  or  to  leave  them  to  the  management  of  a  company  ?  wliethcr  it  would  be  proper  to 
throw  the  trade  to  India  entirely  open,  or  to  grant  a  monopoly  of  itjto  aoother  company  ?  or, 
if  it  fl>ould  be  thought  fitting  to  grant  a  new  charter  to  the  prefent  con^Jpany, .  he  propofcd  that 
It  (hould  be  only  for  a  Ihort  term,  along  with  a  confiderable  participation,  to  .the  public,  in 
their  profitSL  and  revenues  :  he  further  propofed,  that  a  tribunalflipuldrbc  eftabliflied  here  for 
the  purpofe  of  controuling  and  judging  of  the  management  of  affairs  in  Itidia,  and  for  puniih- 
ing  fuch  fervants:  of  the  Company  as  ihould  be  cqnvifted  of  having  abufed  their  power ;  that 
alldifpatches  received  from  India  by  tlw  Diredtjrs,  (hould  be  Communicated  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  all  difpatches  Ihewn  to  him  before  tjiey  were  ftnt.  Theft  propofitions  conclud- 
ed with  a  motion,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  committee,  that  three- fourths  of  the  furpl  us 
of  the  net  profits  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  ever  fiiKe  the  Company's  bond  debt  was  neduced 
to  1,500,0001.  and  tlic Company's  dividend  had  beea  eight  per  ccat.  per  annum,  belong  to 
the  public, — and  that  Goo^oool.  in  iieu  thereof,  and  in  dKcharge  of  all  clainlison  the  part  of 
the  public,  be  paid  into  his  Majefty's  Exchequer  by  jtiftallments,,  in  (uch  Inanner,  and  fuch 
times,  as  (hall  be  agreed  on.  .  *  :  [  :  . 

Z  z  2  .  This 
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1781  This  fubjcft  heceilartiy  brought  out  every  argument  diat  could  be  employed  on  the  different 
quefttons  naturally  arifing  froixi  the  coniideration  (rf  the  rights  of  the  Company,  the  claims  of 
the  public,  and  the  interference  of  govei:nment»  Nor  wafi  4he  bufinfift  lefs  agitated  in  the 
Company  itlelf.  On  the  21ft  of  May,  a  General  Court  of  Proprietors  was  held  at  the  Eaft 
India  Houfe,  in  order  to  take  into  confideration  the  propofitions  fubmitted  by  the  Diredors 
for  the  bafisof  an  agreement  between  Government  and  the  Companyy  when  fome  new  .matter 
was  darted,  which  arofe  from  certain  words  in  the  firft  propofitton,  .that  all  the  Company's 
prefent  chartered  privileges  fhall  be  preferved  entire,  fo  far  as  is  confident  with  tlie  rights  of 
the  crown  and  legijlutur».  It  was  propofed  ta  leave  th^fe  laft  words  out ;  and  Mr.  Rous,  the 
counfel  of  the  Company,  was  called  upon  for  his  optrMon,  who  declared,  without  the  lead  re- 
ferve,  that  the  rights  of  the  legifkture  were  novel  rights  :  that  xhe  rights  of  the  crown  were 
didinA  ;  and  fo  were  thofe  of  the  Company  derived  from,  and  dependent  on,  tbofe  of  the 
crown  :  but  he  did  not  hefitate  to  give  a  mod  decided  opiniqn,  :rtiat  the  iaw  and  coi>ditutioa 
knew  of  no  rights  of  th^  legiflature  independient  of  the  known  privileges  of  Parliaments  which; 
had  nothing  to  do  in  the  prefent  cafe.  The  words,  therefore,  audiegtfiaturt  wevefiruck  out» 
The  propoiition  of  the  General  Court  of  Eaft  India  Proprietors  were  asfoUoJBirs  :. 

**  That  all  the  Ead  India  Company's  prefent  charter  rights  be  preferved  to  theca  enUre,  ib- 
/ar  as  is  confident  with  the  rights  of  the  crown  ;-*-that  their  excludve  trade  be  prolonged  for 
ten  years,  from  March^  th4;  fird,  befides  ihe  three  years  notice  to  >be  given  according  to  the  a£t 
of  George  IL  and  that,  in  order  to^  alleviate,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  public  burthen^ 
the  Diredors  are  empowered  to  pay  into  the  Exchequer  6oOyOOoU  on  condition  of  receiving 
in  return  bills  on  his  Majedy's  Exchequer,  which,  in  cafe  oi  any  unexpe£ted  exigencies  on. 
the  part  of  the  Company,  the  commifiipners  of  cuftoms  and  cxcife  fhould  receive  as  ealh  for 
the  Company's  accruing  duties  ;  fuch  bills  not  ho  bear  intered,  or  to*  be  brought  to^  market 
like  other  bills.''  But  thefe  proportions ,^  when  they  were  laid  before  tbe^Houfe  of  Commons^ 
were  oppofed  by  the  minider,  an^  fet  aiide  by  the  parliamentary  motion  which  we  have  already 
dated.  In  ibort,.  Government  and  the  Directors  could  not  come  to  any  conclufion  in  the 
bufinefs.  Courts  of  proprietors  were  frequently  held,  and,  in  one  Jndance,  they  refufed  to> 
confirm  an  agreement  which  had  been  entered  into  by  the  Dire£(>or8v  In  general^  the  terms- 
held  out  by  Government  were  confidered  as  fau^juft,  that  it  was  moie  than  once  propofed  ii^ 
thofe  courts,  aa  the  bed  p|;an  the  Company  could  adopt,  todifpofe  of  all  their  property  at 
kome  »d  abroad,,  aftd  putting  an  end  to  the  political  ^xift^nce^  ie&  their  title  to  it  on  a  legal 
deciiion. 

In  the  mean  time^  the  bad  news  which  had  arrived  from  iBdia,^  and!  the  dubious  ftate  o 
^e  Company  abroad,  eould  not  but  affeA  the  face  of  affairs  at  home,  and  oper^e  coniiderably 
upon  the  meafures  and  tran&Aions  on  both.  fide^..  The  view  of  obtaining  a.  large  fum  of 
money,  for  the  Tenewat  of  their  charter,  from  the  Compmy,  waa,.  in  the  prefent  date  of 
things^  totally  clofed»  The  miniftery  therefore,  brought  in  a  temporary  bill,  allowing  the* 
Company  for  a  limited  time,  to  continue  their  excluiive  trade  to  India;  to  manage  the  terri* 
torial  acquifitions  and  poifeflions  in  Afia ;  and  to  receive  the  revenues  arifing  therefrom*  The 
future  provifions  of  tUs  bill,  though  they  tended  to  edablilh  a  very  great  participation  to  tho 
public  in  the  revenues  and  profits  of  the  Company,  were  not  much  controverted,  as  the  ihort- 
nefs.of  its  duration  would  afford  an  opportunity  for  making  fuch  alterations,  as  future  circum- 
ftances  and  opinions  might  fugged.  But  the  r^trofpe£tive  efieft  of  this  bill,  in  compelling 
the  Company  to  pay  the  demand  of  632^0001.  made  by  Government,^  under  a  claim  of  partis 
*  cipatioxk 
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JjSi  cipation  in  its  |>aft  profits,  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed ;  the  Company  likewifc  petitioned,  and 
-^ere  heard,  by  counfei  again^  it ;  however,  it  was  at  length  carried,  and  after  fome  faint  op* 
poHtion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords-,  received  the  royal  aflent  at  the  clofe  of  the  feffion :  but  the 
claim  of  6j2,oool.  ttponthe  company,  had  been  reduced  in  its  paiTage  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  4o2,eoot.  It  may  not  be  improper 'to  add,  in  this  place,  that  in  confequence  of 
a  report  of  the  tommittee  of  proprietors,  appointed  ta  examine  ti>e  Eaft  India  Company's  ac- 
counts, itappeartdy  that  the  balasice  in  favour  ef  the  Company  at  tbeclofe  of  the  lailyear^ 
appearedt<^  be  13,458,8771.  including  the  value  of  the  Eaft  India  Hoofe  and  wardioufes,  as? 
^ftimated  by  the  Company's  furveyor. 

•On  the  6ih  of  June,  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  went  into  a^committee,  on  a  petition  from  the 
<jovecnor  and  Company  of  the  Bsnk  of  England.  The  minifler  ftated  the  purport  of  it  to  be^. 
that  their  charter  expiring  in  the  year  1785,  they  applied  to  Parliamem  for  a  renewal  of  it  for 
«t  years  from  that  period,  for  which  they  propofed,  as  a  valuable  ooniiderationy  to  lend  to 
■Government  2,ooo,ooo1.  for  three  years,  at  three  per  cent*  The  i»terell  to  be  provided  for 
'by  the  inking  fund ;  t ^ooo^oool.  to  be  iflued  oa  the  i^h  ef  November  following,  and- 
x,-ooo,oool.  oa  ^be  i5tb  of  tlie  fuaceeding.  February.  This  ofler  was  confidered. by  Govern-  - 
inent  as  fair  and  equitable  both  for  the  public  a^d  the  BztAiy  and  the  money  was  to  be  applied;)^ 
towards  paying  off  fo  much  of  the  navy  debt.  The  propo(itioi¥  was^oppofed>.  as  being  un- 
favourable to  the  public;  but  after  much  debate,  it  waft,  at  lengthy  agreed  to,  and  a^  bill  was- 
prepared  accordingly,  and  in  due  courfe  received  the  royal  aflfent.  '  • 

The  hope  of  conciliation  ia  ibme  manner  op  form  with  America,  and,  confequently,  of 
withdrawing  her  from  new  connexions,  was  not  yet  totally  extinft ;  and,,  under  this  iihpref* 
fion,  Colonel  Hartley,  one  of  the  Knights  of  die  Shire  for  the  county  of  Berks,  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  inr  a  biU,.  to  veft  the  crown  with  fufficient  powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  finally^ 
agree  upon  the  means  of  reftoring  peace  with  the  provinces  of  North* America;  but  this  mo- 
tion was  rejeXed  orv  adivifion,  by  a  majority  of  106  to  72^ 

On  the  iBthof  July,  the  kfHon  was  clofed  by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne^  in  which  his  Ma«^ 
jefty  decl»-ed  to  both  Houfes,  that  although  the  buiinefs  of  the  feffion  had  required  a  longeF^ 
attendance  than .  might  have  been  confiftent  with  their  private  convenience,  he  was  perfuaded<: 
that  they  looked  back  with  fatisfa£lion  on  the  time  they  Iiad  employed  in  a  faitfafol  difcharge- 
of  their  duty  to  their  country,  in  the  prefent  arduous  and  critical  fiate  of  public  affairs.     The 
zeal  and  ardour,  he  faid,  whicb  they  bad  (hewn  for  the  honour  of  hia  crown^  their  firm  ands' 
fteady  fupport  of  a  juft  eaufe,  and  the  great  efforts  which  they  bad  made,  ta  enable  him  ta^ 
furmount  all  the  diflicuhies  of  this  complicated  war,  muil  convince  the  world,.,  that  the  antienr 
f^irit  oJF  the  Britifh  nation  was  not  abated  or  diminifhed.     That,  ^  in  the  midfi  of  tbefe  difficult 
ties,  they  had  formed  regulations  for  the  better  management  and  the  improvemeot  of  the  re* 
venue ;  they  bad  given  additional  fkength  and  {lability  to  public  credit ;  and  dieir  deliberations^ 
on  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  had  terminated  in  fuch  meafures  as  would,  it  was- 
trufled,  produce  great  and  eflential  advantages  to  thefe  kingdoms.     His  Majefty  added,  that 
peace  was  the  earned  wi(h  of  his- heart;  but  he  had  too  firm  a  reliance  on  the  fpirit and  re«- 
fourccs  of  the  nation,  the  powerful  afliftance  of  his  Parlkment,  and  the  protedion  of  a  juft' 
and  all*powerful  Providence,  to  accept  it  upon  any  other  ternM  or  con<tttion6^  tkaa  fuch  as. 
might  coniift  \cith  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  permanent  interelkand  fecu«- 
rity  of  his  people*    The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  ta  the  thirteenth,  of  Sepcember 
following. 

The 
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1781  The  fuccefs  of  Spain  in  America,  did  not  compenfate  for  the  conflant  difappointment  of  all 
its  efforts  agaiuft  Gibraltar,  The  fiege  of  this  important  fortrefs  was  continued  at  a  prodi- 
gious expence»  but  without  making  the  Jeaft  progrefs.  Nothing  had  been  accqmplifhed  by  the 
ilcet  and  army  that  in vc fled  it,  but  to  reduce  the  garrifon  to  great  {I raits,  for  want  of  a  proper 
quantity  of  provifions;  but  this  inconvenience  was  fupported  with  a  degree  of  ready  fortitude 
equally  aflonifhing  and  meritorious. 

From  ihe  departure  of  Admiral  Rodney  in  the  middle  of  February,  1780,  the  garrifon 
waited  till  the  month  of  Ofiober,  witliout  making  any  aheration  in  the  ufual  rations;  but  as 
the  winter  was  approaching,  the  appreheniion  of  the  danger  and  difficulty  that  might  attend  the 
fending^  fuppiies,  at  that  time  of  the  ye^r»  induced  Governor  Elliot  to  reduce  the  allowance 
of  bread  and  of  meat,  and  to  make  fome  other  regulations  neceflkry  for  enforcing  the  ftrifteft 
oeconomy  in  the  article  of  food. 

lu  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  provifions  began  to  be  extremely  fcarce,  from  the  ex- 
penditure of  almof):  all  that  remained  in  the  public  {lores,  and  the  indefatigable  vigilance  of  the 
enemy's  crutEers^  in  cutting  off  the  communication  by  fea.  About  ti^e  middle  of  February, 
4he  town  bakers  left  ofF  work  for  the  want  of  flour,  and  many  of  the  poorer  people .  wanted 
bread.^ 

Of  the  moft  common  and  indifpcnfaMe  necedaries  of  life,  bad  (hip  bifcuit,  full  of  worms, 
was  fold  at  is.  per  pound  ;  flour,  in  not  much  better  condition,  at  the  fame  price ;  old  dried 
peas  at  a  third  more ;  the  word  fait,  half  dirt,  the  fweepings  of  fliips  bottoms  and  ftorehoufes, 
at  8d. ;  old  Irifli  fait  butter,  at  2S.  6d. ;  the  worft  fort  of  brown  fugar  brought  the  fame  price  ; 
and  Englifh  farthing  candles  were  fold  at  6d.  a  piece :  but  frefh  provifions  bore  flill  more  ex- 
orbitant prices.  Even  when  the  arrival  of  veiifels  from  the  Mediterranean  opened  a  market, 
turkies  fold  at  3I.  I2S.  apiece  ;  fucking  pig^at  2I.  %$.;  ducks  at  los.  6d. ;  and  fmall  hens  fold 
at  95^  a  piece.  A  guinea  was  rcfufed  for  a  calf's  pluck;  and  il.  7s.  afked  for  an  ox's  head. 
To  heighten  every  other  diftrefs,  the  tiring  was;  lb  nearly  cxhaufted,  as  fcarccly  to  afford  a 
fufficiency  for  the  indifpenfabic  culinary  purpofes ;  fo  that  all  the  lincti  of  the  town  and  garri- 
fon was  walhed  in  cold  water,  and  worn  witliout  ironing.  This  want  was  moft  feverely  felt 
in  the  weit  feafon;  which,  notwitbftanding  the  general  warmth  of  the  climate,  is  exceedingly 
cold  at  Gibraltar. 

The  diflrcflcs  of  the  garrifon  were  vpcU  known  in  England,  as  well  as  the  abfolute  necefCty 
of  relieving  them  without  delay :  but  the  numerous  demands  of  afliflance  from  the  various 
quarters  of  the  world*  where  the  war  was  carrying  on,  rendered  this  fervice,  however  indifpen- 
fabic, a  matter  of  the  grcateft  difficulty.  So  deeply,  however,  were  the  interefls  and  honour 
of  Great  Britain  engaged  in  the  relief  of  this  important  fortrefs,  that  to  effeft  it  was  one  of  the 
firfl  objefts  of  Government  in  tl>e  beginning  of  the  prefent  year ;  and  the  grand  fleet,  under 
the  conduft  of  the  Admirals  Darby,  Digby,  and  Sir  Lockhart  Kofs,  was  fitted  out  early  for 
this  fervice.  It  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  13th  of  March,  with  the  great  Eafl  and  Wefl 
India  convoys.  The  neceflity  of  taking  in  provifions,  detained  it  fome  time  at  Corke,  in  Ire- 
'  land  ;  from  whence  it  proceeded  with  the  whole  fleet.  When  the  merchantmen  feparated 
from  it,  to  continue  their  refpeftive  voyages,  the  Englifh  Admiral  fleered  direftly  for  Cadiz, 
where  he  faw  the  Spanifh  fleet,  after  all  the  threats  and  boafls  of  Spain,  lying  peaceably  at 
anchor,  without  the  fmallcft  appearance  of  any  intention  to  interrupt  the  deflined  relief  of 
Gibraltar, 

Nothing 
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i7Si  Nothing  could  be  more  grievous  to  Spain  than  this  event,  nor  more  mortifying  to  her  pride 
than  thedifgrace  whieh,  after  all  her  boafting,  her  navy  now  fufFercd  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe. 
She  had  fft  her  heart  fo  entirely  on  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar,  that  (he  fcarcely  feemed  to  have 
another  objeft  in  the  war.  She  laviftied  her  treafures,  with  an  unfparing  hand,  in  that  pur- 
fuit.  The  labour  of  the  nation  was  exhaufted  in  the  ftupendous  works  which  (he  raifed  before 
the  place,  and  the  whole  naval  and  military  force  of  the  ftate,  and  its  refources  of  every  fort, 
feemed  direfted^to  that  fingle  objeft.  The  batteries  were  mounted  with  guns  of  the  heavieft 
xnetaily  and  with  mortars  of  the  largcft  dimeniions;  the  number  of  the  former  amounted  to 
near  two  hundred,  and  of  the  latter  to  near  fourfcore.  The  cannonade  and  bombardment, 
from  this  vaft  arrangement  of  artillery,  was  dreadful  beyond  defcription.  It  was  computed, 
by  the  artillery  officers  iind  engineers  in  the  garrifon,  that,  during  more  than  three  weeks  from 
the  iirft  attack,  the  enemy  continued  regularly  to  expend,  at  leaft,  1,000  barrels  of  gunpow- 
der, of  100  pounds  weight  each,  and  ta  fire  from  4,000  to  5,000  ihot  and  fhells,  in  every  24 
hours,  upon  the  fortrefs.  No  poWers  of  fupply  could  long  fupport  this  expenditure  :  after 
difcharging  75,000  (hot,  and  25,000  fhells,  in  thi?  courfe  of  firing,  it  was  then  lowered  ta 
about  600  of  both  in  the  24  hours,  on  which  reduced  fcale  it  was  continued  for  feveral  weeks. 

The  narrow  extent  of  the  fpot  upon  which  this  fhower  of  deflruftion  fell,  was  too  much  ex- 
pofed  to  efcape  its  cfFeds.  I'he  houfes,  in  number  about  500,  were  moftly  deiVroyed,  and 
the  inhabitants,  computed  at  upwards  of  3,000,  experienced  every  hardlhip  that  could  arife 
from  the  deilruflion  of  their  dwellings  :  they  were  forced  to  take  fhelter  at  a  diflance  vnder 
tents,  with  fuch  accommodations  as  could  be  contrived  in  fuch  a  fcene  of  confufion  and  hor- 
ror. On  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  many  of  them  took  that  opportunity  of  returning  to  Eng- 
land, for  which  purpofe  they  were  allowed  a  free  paflage,  and  fupplicd  with  provifions  for  the 
Voyage. 

Towards  the  clofc  of  the  fummer,  however,  the  fury  of  the  Spaniards  feemed  to  be  exbaufl- 
cd  before  Gibraltar.  The  works  were  found,  by  experience,  fuperior  to  all  their  efforts,  and 
the  town  being  deftroyed,  there  feemed  to  be  nothing  further  to  be  done  by  the  repetition  of 
bombardment.  Their  gun-boats  flill  continued  to  be  troublefome  at  night,  which  ferved  to 
keep  the  garrifon  in  perpetual  alarms  ;  but  the  Governor  having  received  fome  cannon  of  a 
very  long  bore,  which  were  fent  for  the  purpofe  from  England,  had  them  fixed  on  the  nearclt 
batteries,  fo  that  their  fhot  reached  to  the  very  center  of  the  Spanifli  camp :  and  it  being  ob-* 
ferved,  that  thcfe  were  fired  in  return  for  the  attacks  of  the  boats,  the  Spanifh  commanders 
found  it  convenient  to  reftrain  the  one,  in  order  to  obviate  the  mifchief  and  confufion  occa- 
fioned  by  the  other. 

By  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  befiegers  had,  with  immenfe  toil  and  expence,  brought 
their  works  to  that  flate  of  perfeftion  they  intended-  The  beft  engineers  in  France  and  Spain 
had  united  their  refp^dive  abilities  upon  this  occafion,  and  both  kingdoms  pofiefled  the  mofl 
fanguine  expedations  of  their  fuccefs.  At  this  moment,  General  Elliot  meditated  a  blow 
which  was  deftined  to  avert  their  defigns,  and  to  produce  a  total  deftrudion  of  the  fruits  of  fa 
much  time,  fkill,  and  perfevaring  labour. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  a  mofl  fpirited  fally  was  made  by  the  garrifon,  to  florm  and 
deftroy  the  whole  of  the  advanced  works  of  the  Spaniards.  The  detachment,  which  was  ap- 
pointed for  this  enterprize,  was  formed  in  three  columns,  and  marched  out  at  the  letting  of 
the  moon  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  columns  were  feverally  compofed  of  an 
advanced  corps,  a  body  of  pioneers,  artillery  men  carrying  combuflibles,  and  a  fuftaiiiing 
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J781  corps,  with  a  rcfcrvcat  the  rear.  The  pioneers  of  the  left  column  were  feamen*.  Nothing, 
ever  exceeded  the  filence  and  order  of  the  march,  the  vigour  and  fpirit  of  the  attack,  or  the 
nice  and  exaft'  combination  of  all  its  parts«  The  whole  front  of  the  Spaniih'  works  were  at- 
'  '.  tacked,  at  the  fame  moment,,  witlifuch  irrefiftible  fury,  that  the  enemy,  after  a  fcattering  fire, 
which  was  of  no  long  continuance,  ga^'e  way  on  all  fides,  and  abandoned  their  (lupendous 
works  with  tlicutmoft  precipitatiotu  Thepioneers  and  artillery  men  exerted  themfelves  in 
luch  a  wonderful  manner,  and  fpread  their  fire  with  fuch  amazing  rapidity,  tliat,  in  half  an 
lionr^  two  mortar  batteries  pf  10  thirteen  inch  mortars,  and  tlicee  "batteries  of  6  guns  each, 
with  all  the  lines  of  approach,  communication  and  travcrfe,  were  in  flames,  and  (hortly  re* 
dixced  to  aflies.  The  mortars  and  cannon  were  fpiked,  and  their  beds,  carriages  and«  plat- 
forms deflroyed.  The  flaagazines  blew  tip  one  after  another  in  the  couffe  of  the  conflagra- 
tion* The  aflonifhed  Spaniards,  perceiving  that  all  oppodtion  wotild  be  fruittefs,  offered  no 
otiier  rciiilance  tlian  aniU-dire£ted  fire  of  round  and  grape  fhot  fram  the  forts  of  St.  Barbara, 
St.  Phillip^  and. the  batteries  on  the  lines^  and  remained  in  their  camp  the  tame  fpe£lators  of 
the  deflruAion  which  they  conld  not  prevent.  The  whole  fervice  was  performed,  and  the  de« 
tachment  returned  to  the  garrifen,  before  day  break.  Two  hours  were  found  fufficient  to 
complete  this  a£tive,  intportanc  and  glorious  exploit. 

One  of  the  firft  objcfts  in  contemplation  among  the  mercantile  clafles  in  Holland,  was  the 
interception  of  the  fleet  that  was  conveying  to  England  the  fpoils  of  St.  Euilatius.  Prepara- 
tions were  accordingly  made  for  that  parpoTe;  ,but  they  were  not  ready  at  the  timb  propofed ; 
and  fortune  threw  Aeir  rich  prize  into  other  hands*  The  French  Admiral,  Moniieur  de  la 
Motte  Piquet,  availing  himfelf  of  the  Britiih  fleet,  under  Admiral  Darby,  being  engaged  in 
the  relief  of  -Gibraltar,  failed  from  Breft,.  and,  on  the  fecond  of  May,  fell  in  with  the  St. 
Euflati  us  convoy,  of  which  he  captured  more  than  half;  the  remainder  took  (helter  in  the 
xiearefl  ports  of  Ireland. 

A  fccret  expeditron  to  a  very  remote  part  of  the  worlds  was  fuppofed  to  have  been^  for  fome 
lime,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Britifh  miniflry.  The  reports  of  great  commbtions  in  Peru 
and  fome  other  of  the  Spanilh  dominions  in  America,,  made  it  generally  imagined^  that  the 
South  Seas  would  have  been  the  deftination  of  fuch  an  armament.  It  feeifis,  indeed,  probable 
that  the  numerous  exigencies  of  the  war  could  alone  have  delayed  the  profecution  of  a  dciign, 
which  promifed  to  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences  to  the  enemy. 

At  this  time,  the  defign  was  not  only  revived  but  adopted.  A  fmall  fquadron,  whofe  ob- 
je&s  and  deftination  were  kept  fecret,  under  the  conduA  of  Commodore  Johnftone,  with  a 
body  of  land  forces,  commanded  by  General  Meadows,  accompanied  the  grand  fleet  on  its 
departure  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  The  objeft  of  this  armament  was  undoubtedly  changed 
in  confequence  of  the  Dutch  war,  which  occafioned  an  attempt  upon  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
to  be  fubftituted^  in  the  place  of  the  larger  field  of  South  America.  France  being  almoft  as 
tnudi  interefledas  Holland  itfdf,  in  the  prefervation  of  this  placey  readily  exerted  itfelf  for  the 
protedion  of  it  againit  the  defigns  of.  Great  Britain.  M.  de  SufFrein,  an  ofGcer  of  great 
courage,  failed  immediately  with  five  fhips  of  the  line,  bcfide  frigates,  and  a  body  of  land 
forces,  to  oppofe  the  Btitifh  armament.  The  French  commander  came  up  with  the  Eng- 
lifli  fleet  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  and  attacked  it  whilfl  lying  under  the  proteflion  of 
the  Portuguefe  flag,  in  Port  Praya,  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago;  fcveral  outward  bound 
Indiamen  being  alfo  under  the  Commodore*s  convoy  and  then  in  that  port.  At  the  time  when 
the  French  fquadron  arrived,  which  was  the  x6th  of  April,  1781,  at  leaft  1,500  pcrfons  were 
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1781  abfcnt  from  the  Britifh  fleet,  who  were  engaged  in  watering,  fifliing,  embarking  live  cattle, 
and  other  neceflary  occupations  :  iignals  were  however  immediately  thrown  out  for  the  people 
aihore  to  haften  on  board,  and  every  preparation  was  made  to  receive  the  enemy.  Although 
the  Britifh  fquadron  was  completely  furprized  on  this  occafion,  it  flood  the  attack  of  a  much 
fupcrior  force  with  a  coolnefs  and  refolution,  at  which  the  French  were  equally  aflonifhej  and 
perplexed,  who  had  promifed  to  themfelves  aneafy  viftory.— They  were,  however,  beaten  off; 
and  one  of  the  Eaft  Indiamen,  which  they  had  taken,  was  recaptured^ 

Having  repaired  the  damages  received  in  this  engagement,  the  Britilh  fquadron  left  Port 
Praya  on  the  2d  of  May,  on  the  profecution  of  its  original  plan  :  and  about  the  ii[iiddle  of 
June,  the  Commodore  difpatched  Captain  Pigot,  with  fonie  of  the  bcft  failing  frigates  and 
cutters,  to  proceed  towards  the  fouthcrn  extremity  of  Africa,  ii,i  order,  ifpof^ble,  to  obtain 
fome  intelligence  of  the  flatc  of  the  eilemy  in  that  quarter.  That  officer  had  the  goad  fortune 
to  fall  in  with,  and  capture,  a  large  Dutch  Eaft  India  fhip,  of  1200  tons  burthen,  which  had 
lately  failed  from  Soldanha  bay,  near  the  Cape,  and  was  laden  with  ftores  and  provifioiis,  be- 
fides  40,0001.  in  bullion,  for  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  By  this  circumftance  information  was  ob- 
tained, that  M.  de  SufFrein,  with  five  fail  of  the  line,  moft  of  his  tranfports,  and  a  conliderable 
body  of  troops,  had  arrived  at  Falfe  Bay  on  the  aifl  of  June;  and  <hat  fcveral*  Dutch  Eaft 
India  ihips,  homeward-bound,  but  afraid  to  proceed,  were  then  at  anchor  in  Soldanha  Bay, 
which  lies  about  14  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Town  and  fort* 

To  explain  tiie  caufe  of  their  lying  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  their  principal  iettlement  and 
defence,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  Tabic  Bay,  upon  which  thefe  lie,  is  not  only 
much  fmaller,  and  lefs  convenient  than  that  of  Soldanha,  but  is  exceedingly  dangerous  to  Ihip- 
ping  during  the  winds  that  blow  in  the  fummer  months.  Thefe  bad  properties  attending 
Table  Bay,  was  the  motive  of  M..  de  SufFrein^s  anchoring  in  Falfe  Bay,  which  lies  at  the  back 
of  that  very  long  and  narrow  neck  of  land  xunning  far  out  into  the  fea,  the  mountain  at  whofe 
head,  forms  what  i«  properly  called  the  Cape.  The  bottom  of  this  bay  lies  within  about  three 
leagues,  by  land,  of  Cape  Town,  which  is  fituated  a  little  higher  up,  on  the  oppofite  coaft, 
than  the  junftion  of  tlie  continent  with  the  pcninfula,  although  the  pafiage  by  fea  round  the 
neck,  is  long,  diiicult,  and  dangerous. 

'  The  arrival  of  the  French  fquadron  and  troops  at  the  Cape,  having  fruftrated  the  principal 
defign  of  Commodore  Johnftonc's  expedition,  he  determined  to  profit  of  what  was  yet  within 
reach,  by  an  attempt  upon  the  Dutch  fhips  in  the  Bay  of  Soldanha.  This  fcheme  was  ably 
and  fuccefsfuUy  conducted :  of  the  five  (hips  which  were  there,  he  took  four  ;  the  other  was 
unfortunately  burned. — They  were  all  veflcls  from  looo  to  1 100  tons  burthen. 

The  war  with  Gxqat  Britain  was  by  no  means  a  popular  aft  in  Spain,  and  was  generally 
confidered  rather  as  a  court  meafure,  originating  from  the  influence  of  French  counfels,  thaa 
as  the  refult  of  a  policy  founded  on  the  real  interefts  of  that  country.  The  little  fuccefs,  and 
the  immenfe  expencc  with  which  it  had  been  hitherto  attended,  could  not  but  increafe  the 
public  diflatisfaftion  ;  aad  the  court  itfelf  feemed,  at  length,  to  conceive  a  jealoufy  that  France 
had  been  more  attentive  to  other  objefts  during  the  war,  tha»  to  thofc  which  were  fo  intcreft- 
ing  and  fo  dear  to  itfelf.  It  became  neceflary,  therefore,  for  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  remove 
thefe  impreffions  ;  and  as  neither  Jamaica  nor  Gibraltar  could  afford  any  fuch  opportunity,  for  - 
the  prefent,  the  fequeftered  ifland  of  Minorca,  which,  from  the  nature  and  particular  circum- 
ilances  of  the  war,  was  alraoft  cut  off  from  the  poflibility  of  fuccour,  could  not  efcape  obfer- 
nation,  as  the  objeft  immediately  offeriaig  for  tlie  purpofc*       « 
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1781  The  formation  of  ttus  enterprize  took  place  early  in  the.prefent  year,  but  was  for  fome  thnff 
retarded  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  preparations  it  required.  They  were  not  completed  till  thc 
lattercnd  of  June,  wbcn  M.  de  Guichen  failed  from  Brcft,  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  conliil- 
ing  of  the  mod  formidable  Ihtps  in  the  French  navy :  they  were  joined  at  Cadiz  by  30  Spanifh 
ibipt  of  the  line,  and  a  large  number  of  tranfports,  carrying  a  body  of  10,000  regular  troops. 

Great  Britain  had  now  lb  many  obje£ls  to  employ  her  attention,  and  tliey  were  all  of  fuch- 
mo.'nent,  that  a  fufficient  ftrength  could  not  be  colleded  in  time  to  prevent  tbe  junftion  and 
intended  movements  of  the  French  and  Spaniards,  at  the  period  and  ditiance  at  which  they 
were  made.  Tlie  combined  powers  left  Cadiz  about  the  end  of  July,  and  landed  their  forces- 
at  Minorca  on  the  aoih  of  Auguft.  Here  they  were  fhortly  after  joined  by  about '6000  French 
from  Toulon.  The  joint  army  of  both  crowns  was  entrul^cd  to  the  command  of  the  Duke 
de  Crillon,  a  French  general  of  great  reputation. 

It  was  the  fate  of  Minorca,  at  this  juncture,  to  be  totally  luiable  to  make  any  effe£lual  tv>- 
£ftance  againft  fuch  a  powerful  enemy.  The  garrifon  confified  only  of  four  regiments,  tw» 
of  them  Britifb,  and  two  Hanoverian :  they  were,  however,  excellent  troops,  and  commanded 
by  two  diftinguiflicd  officers ;  Lietnenant-Gencral  Murray,  formerly  governor  of  Quebec,  noir 
held  the  fame  rank  in  Minorca,  and  was  ieconded  by  Major-General  Draper,  who  comman* 
ded  at  tb::  conqucft  of  Manilla  in  tlie  preceding  war.  But  the  foldicrs  were  lickly,  and  from 
tiiat  caufe,  as  well  as  the  fmiUnefs  of  their  number,  inadequate  to  tbe  defence  that  would  be 
neceflary  againft  fuch  a  multitude  of  afiailants.  Hence  it  was  foon  forefccn,  that  the  prefer- 
valion  of  Minorca  would  prove  a  very  difficult,  if  not  an  impra£licable  underuking ;  cfpeci- 
ally  when  the  obftru£lions  to  all  fuccours  were  taken  into  confideration. 

The  combined  flett  was  contented  with  feeing  tbe  troops  fafe  into  the  Mediterranean,  and 
then,  trufting  them  to  a  fmaU  convoy,  rettirncd,  to  the  amount  of  near  fifty  fail  of  the  line,, 
to  cruize  at  the  nwutb  of  the  Eoglifli  Channel.  Though  this  was  an  effeftual  means  of  pre- 
'  venting  any  fuccour  from  being  fent  to  Minorca,  the  enemy  bad  other  objcAs  in  view :  they 
hoped  to  intercept  fome  of  OUT  great  homeward-bound  convoys,  which  were  then  everyday 
cxpefted  ;  and  a  very  large  outward-bound  fleet,  which  was  on  the.point  of  its  departure  from- 
Coike,  in  Ireland,  held  out  a  fimilar  temptation.  Nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  general 
alarm  and  oonfufion  which  it  was  expected  their  appearance  in  die  Channel,  at  fo  critical  a 
icafon,  would  occafion  in  thefe  kingdoms,  was,  by  any  means,  overlooked  in  the  defign.  As- 
tbe  enemy  was  enabled,  from  the  great  number  of  Ihips,  to  ftrctch  acrofs  the  entrance  of  the 
Channel,  it  was  refolved  in  England,  notwithflanding  the  vafi  fuperiority  which  oppofcd  it> 
that  the  naval  force  then  in  readincfs,  confining  of  thirty  ihips  of  the  line,  fhould  proceed  im- 
mediately to  fea,  in  order  to  the  prcfervation  of  the  expelled  Weft  India  fleet,  an  objeft  for 
which  it  was  to  encountcp  every  danger.  Admiral  Darby,  who  commanded  the  Br itilh  fleer,. 
pTcpardd  accordingly  for  the  execution  of  his  orders  ;  and  the  moft  determined  fpirit  to  fecond 
him,  was  mantfcfted  by  all  thofe  who  ferved  under  him  :  but  be  was  detained  by  contrary 
winds  in  Torbay  till  the  middle  sf  September;  during  which  time  the  enemy  remained  ire 
pofleffionoftbefeaadjacentto  the  well  of  England  and  the  fouth  of  Ireland,  and  occalioned 
no  fmall  alarm  for  tbe  fecurity  of  the  trade  returning  from  Jamaica,  2nd.^the  other  leeward 
iflands.  Tbe  great  outward-bound  fleet  for  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  was  not  only  fup- 
pofed to  be  in  danger  in  the  open  harbour  of  Corke,  but  that  city  itfelf,  which  is  totally  un- 
fortified, and  at  that  time  ftored  with  immenfe  quantities  of  provifion^  was  confidered  as  a 
very  probable  obytQ.  of  attack  £tom  the  combined  fleet. 
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3781  The  wind  ftill  confining  the  Britifh  fleet  In  Torbay,  the  French  and  Spanifli  admirals  were 
tempted,  by  its  inferiority,  to  attack  it  in  that  pofition  ;  but|  after  much  debate  on  the  fubjeft, 
that  defign  was  laid  afide,  for  the  caHer  tafk  of  intercepting  the  expected  fleet  from  the  Weft 
Indies*  With  thefe  intentions,  the  combined  fleet  bore  away  from  the  Channel;  but  the 
weather,  yery  foon  after,  became  fo  tcmpeftuous,  that  they  were  obliged  to  rclinquilh  their 
views,  and  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  their  refpeftive  ports. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Britifli  mercantile  fleets  arrived  fafc  from  every  quarter,  to  the  great 
mortification  of  France  and  Spain  ;  as  they  had  employed  the  utmoft  exertions  to  cut  ofFthofe 
reiburces  for  the  profecution  of  the  war,  arifing  from  the  prodigious  importations  of  wealth 
from  the  tranfmari'ne  poflTeflions  of  Great  Britain ;  being  confcious  that  the  humiliation  of  this 
country  could  never  be  efFcfted  by  any  other  means^  than  by  wounding  her  commerce. 
#  The  war  had  hitherto  languifhed  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  every  other  quarter,  on  the  fide 

of  Holland.  Their  fleets  were  not  only  in  a  very  bad  condition,  but  they  sRlonifhed  the  world 
by  the  difcovery  of  a  weaknefs  by  no  means  fufpefted,  confiding  in  a  deficiency  of  feamen,  and 
a  total  want  of  naval  ftores,  in  both  of  which  they  had  ever  been  held  to  abound  beyond  any 
other  nation,  except  England.  The  vicinity  and  fituation  of  their  ports,  even  with  that  flate 
of  imperfeft  preparation  in  which  they  now  were,  proved,  however,  a  very  mortifying  check 
upon  the  naval  operations  of  Great  Britain  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  and  prevented  fome  of 
thofe  vigorous  exertions  which  might  have  "been  othcrwife  made  againft  her  other  enemies.  It 
became  abfolutely  neceflary  to  keep  a  fquadron  in  the  Downs,  as  well  to  watch  their  motions  in 
general,  as  to  prevent  their  intercourfe  with  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe :  and  it  was  ftill 
more  eflTentially  requifite  to  have  fuch  a  force  in  the  north  feas,  as  would  be  capable  of  ruining 
their  immenfe  commerce  on  thaffide,  and  of  effedually  protecting  our  own  ;  including  alfo 
the  further  great  objeft  of  preventing  the  poflibility  of  rcftoring  their  marine,  by  cutting  off 
their  only  fources  of  every  kind  of  naval  fupply. 

This  very  important  fervice  was  comftiitted  to  the  conduft  of  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  a  vete- 
ran commander  of  eftablifhed  reputation,  who  failed  from  Portfmouth  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  with  four  fliips  of  the  line,  and  one  of  50  guns,  for  the  north  fea.  The  Dutch,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  Employed  in  equipping  a  number  of  their  ftoutell  fhips,  for  the  prote£tion  of 
a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen  bound  to  the  Baltic.  The  command  of  them  was  given  to 
Admiral  Zoutman,  a  refolute  and  experienced  feaman,  who  failed  from  the  Tcxei  about  the 
middle  of  July  :  his  force  confifted  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line,  from  74  to  54  guns,  ten  frigates, 
and  fome  other  armed  veffels  ;  moft  of  their  frigates  were  very  large,  and  carried  an  uncom- 
mon weight  of  metal.  They  were  alfo  joined  by  the  Charlcftown,  an  American  frigate  of  an 
extraordinary  conftru£tion,  fhe  being  as  long  and  as  large  as  afhip  of  tlie  line,  with  feveral 
liundred  men  on  board,  and  thirty-lix  42  pounders  upon  one  deck :  fhe  took  this  opportunity 
of  failing  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  in  order  to  go  north-about,  on  her  way  to  America. 

Admiral  Parker  was  on  his  return  with  a  large  convoy  from  Elfineur.  He  had  been  joined 
by  feveral  frigates  fince  he  left  Portfmouth,  and  by  the  Dolpfam  of  44  guns ;  and,  in  tins  moft 
critical  and  dangerous  coitjunfture,  was  very  timely  reinforced  by  Commodore  Keith  Stewart, 
in  the  Berwick  of  74  guns,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland.  The  Bri- 
tifli  force  confifted  of  an  old  80  gun  (hip,  carrying  no  heavier  metal  than  a  50,  an  old  60,  that 
had  been  difcharged,  but  was  lately  refitted  for  fervice,  two  of  74,  a  64,  and  a  50;  to  which 
the  admiral  was  obliged  to  add  the  Dolphin  frigate,  in  order  to  fupply  tlic  inequality  in  num- 
hcT  of  his  line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
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1781  The  hoflilc  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each  other,  on  the  Dogger  Bank,  very  early  in  the  raorn-' 
ing  of  the  the  5th  of  Auguft,  1781  ;  when  Admiral  Parker,  perceiving  the  number  and  ftrength 
of  the  enemy's  frigates,  detached  the  convoy,  with  orders  to  keep  their  wind,  fending  his  own 
frigates  along  with  them,  for  their  protection  ;  and  as  foon  as  this  difpofition  was  made,  he 
threw  out  a  general  fignal  for  the  fquadron  to  chafe  the  enemy.  The  Dutch  were  by  no 
means  difpofcd  to  fhun  the  conflift  :  they  likewife  detached  their  convoy  to  fome  diftancc^ 
when  they  drew  up  with  great  coolnefs  in  order  of  battle,  and  waited  the  (hock  with  the  utmoft 
compofure.  None  of  that  manceuvring  was  praftifed,  on  cijther  fide,  through  which  the 
French  had  eluded  the  complete  decifion  of  fo  many  naval  adions.  Admiral  Parker,  in  the 
Fortitude,  ranged  a-breaft  the  Dutch  admirafs  ihip,  and  the  aAion  commenced  with  the  ut» 
mod  fury  and  violence  on  both  fides.  The  cannonade  continued,  without  intermiflion,  for 
three  hours  and  forty  minutes  :  fome  of  our  Ihips  fired  between  200a  and  3000  Ihot  each*-* 
The  Dutch  thips  were  much  fuperior  in  weight  of  metal  to  the  Englifh  of  the  fame  rates  ;— ^ 
This  difference,  however,  was  but  little  confidered ;  but  their  heavy  frigates,  as  well  as  the 
Charleftown,  having  intermixed  with  their  line,  took  a  very  efFeftive  part  in  the  aftion,  and 
did  confiderable  mifchief,  by  raking  our  Ihips,  and  firing  at  their  rigging,  while  clofcly  and 
defperately  engaged  with  a  fuperior  enemy.  Such  returns  were  however  made,  that  they  paid 
dearly  for  their  temerity ;  and  the  Charleftown,  among  others,  fufiered  fo  feverely^  that  it  was 
long  fuppofed  ihe  had  gone  down  either  in,  or  foon  after  the  aflion* 

At  length,  both  fquadrons  had  received  fo  much  damage,  that,  about  noon,  they  were  be- 
come equally  unmanageable.  The  Britifh  admiral  exerted  his  utmoft  Iklll  to  keep  his  (hips 
in  a  line,  and  to  continue  the  a£lion,  but  found  it  impradicable  :  the  Dutch  were  in  the  fame 
fituation. — T-he  Englifh  (hips  were  chiefly  wounded  in  their  mafts  and  rigging ;  but  as  they 
fired  entirely  at  the  huHs  of  the  enemy,  and,  by  their  fuperior  alertnefs  and  expedition,  dif- 
charged  a  much  greater  quantity  of  fhot,  the  Dutch  fliips  were  fo  extremely  fliattered,  that 
tliey  were  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  kept  above  water,  until  they  reached,  feparately,  and  ia 
the  greateft  diftrefs,  notwithftanding  the  aid  of  their  numerous  frigates,  fuch  of  their  ports  as 
were  neareft  to  them :  but  the  HoUandia  of  68  guns,  and  one  of  their  bcft  fhips,  went  dovw> 
in  the  night  after  the  engagement ;  and  the  danger  was  fo  fudden  and  extreme,  that  the.  crew 
were  reduced  to  the  melancholy  neceflity  of  abaiuloning  their  wounded  in  quitting  the  Ihip. 

This  was  a  very  bloody  aftion.— The  flain  and  wounded,  on  board  the  Britifli  fquadron, 
amounted  to  ^bout  450,  among  whom  were  feveral  officers  of  very  fuperior  merit : — The  fame 
lift,  on  board  the  Dutch  (hips,  though  endeavoured  to  be  concealed,  was  well  known  to  exceed 
athoufand. 

Such  was  the  ifl[ue  of  this  celebrated  engagement ;  the  firft  that  had  taken  place  between  the 
Engliih  and  the  Dutch  for  upwards  of  a  century.  The  valour  and  emulatioa  difplayed  by 
both  parties,  was  in  no  degree  inferior  to  that  which  had  been  exerted  by  their  refpe£tive  an- 
ceftors,  when  contending  for  the  empire  of  the  ocean,  in  the  days  of  Cromwell  and  Charles 
the  Second. 

The  advantage  was  certainly  on  the  fide  of  the  Briti(h  admiral :  he  remained,  with  ~his 
fquadron,  on  the  place  of  adion  after  the  enemy  had  quitted  it ;  while  the  Dutch  were  ob« 
liged  to  abandon  to  their  own  care  the  merchantmen  under  their  convoy,  who  were  com* 
pelled  to  drop  the  profecution  of  their  voyage,  and  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  their  re« 
fpeftive  ports. 

This 
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1781  This  was  one  of  tUe  fevereft  difappoiatments  that  could  have  befallen  the  Dutch  ;  in  this 
fleet  were  centered  the  hopes  and  refources  of  the  mercantile  clai&s,  which  had  been  at^a  vaft 
expence  in  fitting  it  out,  for  its  nfual  deflination  to  the  northern  parts  of  Europe:  they  now 
faw  themfelves  totally  excluded  from  that  principal  fund  of  their  commercial  opulence,  and 
obliged,  to  their  great  mortification^  to  have  recourfe  to  the  afliftance  of  France  for  protediom 
on  their  own  coafls* 

On  the  return  of  the  Britifh  fquadron  to  the  Nore,  the  fervicc  done  to  the  public  by  the? 
admiral,  was  noticed  in  the  moft  diftinguifhed  manner.  The  King  honoured  him  with  % 
vi(it>  and  treated  him  with  thofe  marks  of  attentioaand  regard  to  which  he  was  fo  eminently 
entitled. 

During  the  remainder  of  tlie  year,  the  ports  of  Holland  were  completely  blocked  up,  and 
its  trade  intercepted  from  tlie  moft  beneficial  quarters.  The  Dutch,  who  had  not  for  a  cen- 
tury experienced  any  of  the  diftreiles  arifing  from  a  naval  war,  now  felt  them  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. The  commonalty,  upon  which,,  of  courfe,  it  chiefly  fell,  was  loud  and  ungovernable  ii> 
its  murmurs  ;  and  it  was  for  fome  time  imagined,  that  the  hardfhips  under  which  it  laboured^ 
would  have  produced  internal  commotions  of  a  dangerous  nature  :  certain  it  is,  that  no  little- 
alarm  was  excited^  and  that  the  difcontents  were  fo  general,,  that  fufpicions  of  that  kind  did 
not  appear  entirely  void  of  foundation* 

In  the  fummer  of  this  year,  the  following  paper,  propofing  the  intermediation  of  the  King, 
of  Sweden  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  was  presented  by  Baron  Nolken,  the  Swedifk 
minifter  refident  in  London,  to  Lord  Stormonti  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of 
fiate. 

*^  The  King  does  not  imagine  it  necellary^  at  this  time,  for  him  to  enter  into  an  explana-^ 
tion  (^  the  principles  which  have  governed  his  condu£l  ever  fince  he  afcended  the  throne  of 
bis  anceftors.  He  has  been  guided  by  the  love  of  peace ;  and  he  could  have  wifhed  to  have 
feen  all  the  other  European  powers  enjoy  that  blefGng  as  uninterruptedly  as  himfelf.  Thefc 
defires,  dilated  by  his  natural  fentiments  of  humanity,  have  not  beea  fulfilled.  The  fiame 
of  war,  kindled  in  another  hemifphere,  has  communicated  to  Europe;  but  the  Kingftill  flat- 
tered himfelf,  that  this  conflagration  would  not  extend  beyond  its  firft  bounds ;  and,  particu^ 
larly,  that  a  nation,  entirely  commercial,  which  had  made  neutrality  the  invariable  foundation) 
of  its  condu£t,  would  not  have  been  enveloped  in  it:  and  yet,  neverthelefs,  this  has  happened 
almoft  in  the  very  moment  when  that  power  had  entered  into  the  moft  inofFenfive  engagements^ 
with  tlie  King  and  his  two  northern  allies.  If  the  moft  rigid  impartiality  that  was  ever  ob-- 
(erved,  could  not  exempt  the  King  from  immediately  feeling  the  inconveniencies .  of  war,  hj 
the  confiderable  loiTes  fuftained  by  his  commercial  fubjefts,  he  had  much  greater  reafon  to  ap-- 
prehend  the  confequences,  when  thofe  troubles  were  going  to  be  extended ;  and,  to  conclude^ 
when  neutral  commerce  was  about  to  endure  new  Ihackles,  by  the  hoftilities  committed  be« 
tween  thofe  two  powers.  The  King  could  not  fail  to  perceive  thefc  evils,  and  to  wifli  fincerely 
that  the  meafures  taken  by  the  Emprefs  of  RufTia  for  extinguifhing  this  new  war  in  its  begin*- 
ning,  might  be  crowned  with  the  moft  perfeft  fuccefs  ;  but  as  this  falutary  work  has  not  beeni 
brought  to  perfe£lion,  the  King  has  refolved  to  join  with  his  allies,  the  Emprefs  of  Raiflia,  and 
the  King  of  Denmark,  in  endeavouring  to  difpofe  his  Britannic  Majcfty  to  liftcn  to  the  pacific 
fentiments  which  their  High  MightinefTcs  the  States-General  have  already  made  known,  by 
tlxcic  confenling  to  open  a  negociation  for  peace*, 

^*  IT 
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i)il       ««  If  fuch  arc  the  iiiclinitions  of  that  monarch,  which  ought  not  to  be  doubted,  it    ^^ . 

that  a  fufpenlion  of  hoftilitics  would  be  the  mofteflcntial  prelude  to  their  accomplifhn.  r  i  as 
niililary  operations  accompanyhig  a  ncgociation  of  tliat  nature,  can  only  fervc  to  cmUrrafa 
and  retard  the  matter,  whilft  the  allied  courts  wifh  for  notliing  more  than  to  be  able  to  acce- 
lerate it,  by  every  method  that  may  tend  to  the  advantage  and  fatisfaftion  of  the  two  bellige- 
rent powers. 

*♦  In  the  Cncerity  and  reftitude  which  animate  his  Majefty  and  his  two  allies,  he  cannot 
conceal  the  apprehenfion  which  he  feels  from  the  report  of  the  continuation  of  the  war,  whick 
may  be  produftive  of  tlie  moft  fatal  confequences,  and  may  revive  a  variety  of  controvcrfies  and 
drfputcs.  This  motive,  and  more  particularly,  a  defire  to  prevent  a  further  eiFufion  of  blood, 
arc  confidcrations  which  ought  to  operate  on  the  mind  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  ia 
the  entire  confidence  which  his  Majefty  places  in  thofe  circumftances,  lie  would  receive  the 
trueft  fetisfaftion,  if,  by  his  interpofition  and  mediation,  joined  to  that  of  bis  allies,  hefhould 
fucceed  in  terminating  the  differences  which  have  taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Provinces, 

(Signed)  "  The  Baron  de  Nolken. 

On  the  i8th  of  September,  Lord  Stormont  gave  the  following  anfwer  of  the  Britiih  coutt 
to  the  Swedifli  envoy : 

**  The  prefervation  of  public  tranquillity  has  been  the  firft  objeft  of  his  Msyefty's  care, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  hi«  reign  : — The  commencement  of  that  reign  was  fignalized  by  the 
reftoration  of  peace« 

**  The  King  made  very  great  facrifices  to  humanity  to  procure  that  blefling  ;  and  he  bad 
reafon  to  flatter  himfelf,  that,  by  fuch  moderation,  in  the  midft  ofvi£tory,  he  fliould  fecure 
the  public  quiet  on  the  'moft  folid  and  durable  foundations ;  but  thofe  hopes  have  all  proved 
fallacious,  and  thofe  foundations  have  been  fhaken  by  the  ambitious  politics  of  the  court  of 
Verfaillcs.  This  court,  after  having  fecretly  fupported  the  rebellion  kindled  in  America, 
openly  joined  his  Majefty's  rebellious  fubjefts  :  and  on  account  of  this  violation  of  public 
faith,  and  this  direft  aft  of  hoftility,  he  commenced  the  prcfent  war. 

**  The  conduft  of  the  republic  of  Holland,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  prefent  war, 
has  excited  a  general  indignation, — This  nation  prdfents  itfelf  under  a  very  different  afpeft 
■from  that  of  a  nation  merely  commercial ;  it  is  a  refpoftable  power,  for  a  longtime  bound  to 
Great  Britain  by  the  clofeft  alliance.  The  principal  objeft  of  that  alliance  was  their  common 
fafety,  and  exprefsly  the  mutual  proteftion  of  each  other  againft  the  ambitious  deiigns  of  a 
dangerous  neighbour,  which  their  united  efforts  have  fo  often  defeated,  to  their  reciprocal  ad- 
vantage, and  to  tliat  of  all  Europe. 

*<  The  defertion  of  all  thefe  principles  of  alliance,  which  the  King,  on  his  part,  conftantly 
adhered  to, — an  obftinate  refufal  to  fulfil  the  moft  facFcd  engagements,— a  daily  infraftion  of 
the  moft  folemn  treaties, — affiftanee  given  to  thofe  very  enemies  againft  whom  he  had  a  right 
to  demand  fuccour,— -an  afylum  and  proteftion  granted  in  the  Dutch  ports  to  American 
pirates,  in  direft  violation  of  the  raoft  clear  and  precife  ftipulations,-*and,  to  complete  the 
whole,  a  denial  of  juftice  and  fatisfaftion  for  the  affront  offered  to  his  Majefty's  crown,  by  a 
clandeftine  league  entered  into  with  his  rebellious  fubjefts : — Thefe  accumulated  caufes  of 
complaint,  made  it  impoflible  for  the  King  to  take  any  other  meafures  than  thofe  which  he 
has  done,  though  with  the  moft  fincere  regret. — In  explaining  to  the  public  the  reafoji^  which 
jxndered  this  rupture  inevitable^  he  afcribed  the  conduft  of  the  republic  to  the  true  caufe,— 

ciamely^ 
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1781  nametyi  to  the  fatal  induenceof  afa6^ioD,  who  facrificed  the  national  iiitereft  to  their  own 
private  views  ;  but  the  King  expreded,  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  earnell  defire  to  bring  baclc 
the  republic  to  that  fyflem  of  clofi:  union,  efficacious  alliance,  and  mutual  prote£lian>  whicb 
has  fo  much  contributed  to  the  profperity  and  glory  6f  the  two  ilates» 

**  When  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  tendered  her  good  offices  to  efFeft  a  reconciliation  by  a  fepa- 
tate  treaty  of  peace,^  the  King,  in  exprcffing  the  gratitude  whichthatfrefh  proof  of  a  friend- 
fhip  which  ever  appeared  to  him  fo  valuable,  juftly  merited,  declined  e\poflng  her  Imperial> 
Majeily  to  a  fruitlefs  negociation  :  but  now,  that  tliere  are  fome  marks  of  a  change  in  the  dif- 
portion  of  the  republic, — fome  indication  of  a  defign  to  return  to  thofe  principles  which  thc^ 
wifeft  part  of  the  Batavian  nation  have  never  deferted,  a  negociation  for  a  feparate  peace  be- 
tween the  King  and  their  High  Mightinefles,  maybe  opened  with  fome  hopes  of  fucccfs,  under 
tlie  mediation  of  the  Emprefs  of  RuiSa^  who  was  the  firfl  to  propofe  her  good  offices  in  this- 
iaiutary  work.— If  his  Majefty  did  not  immediately  avail  himfelf  of  that  offis^i  itw^sbecaufa 
he  had  every  reafon  to  believe  that  the  republic  only  fought,  at  that  time,  to  amufe  him  by  an: 
infidious  negociation :  but  the  King  would  think  that  he  made  but  an  ill  return  to  the  ienti-^ 
xnents  which  prompted  thofe  firft  offers,  and  would  b&  wariting  in  the  regard  fo  juftly  due  to 
her  Imperial  Majefty,  and  to  the  coniidence  which  fhe  infpires,  if  he  ailbdated  to  her  media- 
tion any  other,  even  that  of  an  ally  the  moft  refpeftable,  and  for  whom  the  King.entertains  tlxa 
moft  fincere  friendfhip* 

(Signed)  **  Stormont:** 

Some  expeftatipn?  were  this  year  formed  in  England  that  the  Emperor  of  Qcrmany  woulcf 
declare  in  favour  of  Great  Britain;  that  he  would  enter  into  an  alliance  with  it,  and  make 
fuch  a  diverfion  on  the  continent,  as  muft  compel  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  as  well  as  the  States- 
of  llolland,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace.  Thcfc  expectations  appear  to  have  been  totally 
without  foundation. — His  Imperial  Majefty  fcems  to*  have  had  very  different  views,  and  to 
have  been  defirous  of  promoting  the  interefts  of  his  fubjefts  not  by  the  arts  of  war,  but  by 
thofe  of  peace,  and  by  communicating  to  them  the  advantages  of  religious  toleration. — He 
ifTued  letters-patent,  granting  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  to  Proteftants  throughout  the 
Auftrian  dominions  ;  by  a  public  edi£t  he  declared,  that  all  religious  h^ufes,  monafteries,  and 
convents  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  were  exempt  from  all  foreign  eccleliaftical  jurifdidion  : 
and  other  regulations  were  adopted,  which  were  calculated  to  reduce  the  number  of  religious^ 
houfes,  and  to  difcountenance  all  monaftic  inftitutions. 

On  the  nth  of  June,  in  this  year,  the  Emperor,  who  was  then  at  Oftend,  iiTued  a  placart,- 
by  which  he  declared  that  town  to  be  a  free  port. — He  alfo  eftablifhed  fome  regulations  con- 
cerning internal  navigation  in  the  Netherlands  ;  and,  fo  far  from  manifefting  any  favourabla 
difpofition  towards  Great  Britain,  he^  on  the  9th  of  O Aober,  acceded  to  the  armed  neu» 
trality. 

Although  coniiderable  advantages  bad  been  gained  by  the  royal  troops  in  America,  no  event 
had  taken  place  from  which  it  could  be  rationally  expeded,  that  the  finsd  termination  of  the 
war  would  be  favourable  to  Great  Britain* 
,  ,  Oh  the  1 6th  of  March,  a  partial  aftion  took  place  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  between  the 
fleet  under  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  coniifting  of  feven  (hips  of  the  line,  and  one  50  gun  fhip,  and 
a  French  fquadron  of  the  fame  number  of  (hips  of  the  line,  and  one  40  gun  fhip.  Some  of 
the  fhips,  in  bo|h  fleets,  received  coniiderable  damage  in  the  a£lion ;  in  which,  however,  the 
Britifh  fleet  had  theadvantage,  as  the  French  were  obliged  10  retire,  and  were  fuppofed  to  be 
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1 781  prevented  by  this  rencontre  from  carrying  troops  up  the  Chefapeak,  in  order  to  attack  Gen* 
ral  Arnold,  and  impede  the  progrefs  of  Lord  Corn wallis. 

That  nobleman,  after  a  viftory  obtained  over  General  Greene  at  Guildford,  in  which  little 
clfe  was  obtained  but  military  reputation,  proceeded  to  Wilmington,  where  he  arrived  on  tlje 
7th  of  April.  But  before  he  reached  that  place,  he  publifhed  a  proclamation,  calling  upon  all 
loyal  fubjefts  to  ftand  forth,  and  take  an  active  part  in  reftoring  good  order  and  government ; 
and  declaring  to  all  perfons  who  had  engaged  in  the  prefent  rebellion  againft  his  Majefty's  au- 
tliority,  but  who  were  now  convinced  of  their  error,  and  defirous  of  returning  to  their  duty 
and  allegiance,  that  if  they  would  fiirrender  themfelvcs,  with  their  arms  and  ammunition,  at 
head-quarters,  or  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the  diftrift  contiguous  to  their  refpeftive  places 
of  refidcnce,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  that  month,  they  would  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes,  upon  giving  a. military  parole  :  that  they  would  be  protected  in  their  perfons  and  pro- 
perties from  all  kinds  of  violence  from  the  Britifh  troops  ;  and  would  be  reftorcd,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  to  all  the  privileges  of  legal  and  conftituiional  government.  But  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  confidcrable  number  of  the  Americans  were  allured  by  thefe  promifes  to  give  any  evi- 
dences of  their  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  Lord  Cornwallis  arrived  at  Pcterfburgh,  in  Virginia,  where  he  joined 
a  body  of  Britilh  troops,  that  had  been  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Philips,  but 
•which  command,  in  confequencc  of  the  death  of  that  excellent  officer,  had  devolved:  upon 
Brigadier-General  Arnold.  Before  this  junftion,  he  had  encountered  very  great  inconveni- 
cncies,  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  provifions  and  forage,  having  marched  feveral  hundred 
miles  m  a  country  chiefly  hoftile,  without  one  aftive  or  ufeful  friend, — without  intelligence, 
and  without  communication  with  any  part  of  the  country. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  about  fix  miles  from  Williamfburgh,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simcoe  re- 
pulfed  with  great  gallantry,  and  equal  fuccefs^  a  fuperior  body  of  American  troops  :  and,  on 
the  6th  of  July,  an  adion  took  place  near  the  Green  Springs,  in  Virginia,  between  a  large 
reconnoitring  party  of  the  Americans,  under  General  Wayne,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
Britifli  army.  In  South  Carolina,  an  aftion  happened  on  the  9th  of  September,  near  the 
Eataw  Springs,  between  a  large  body  of  Britilh  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stewart,  and  a  much  fuperior  body  of  Americans,  under  General  Greene: — It  was 
an  obftinatc  engagement,  in  which  the  latter  were  defeated,  with  confiderable  lofs. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month.  General  Arnold  was  fent  on  an  expedition  againft  New 
Xrondon,  in  Conne£ticut;  where  he  deftroyed  a  great  part  of  the  dipping,  an  immenfe  quan- 
.  nity  of  naval  {lores,  European  manufactures,  and  Eaft  and  Weft  India  commodities. 

Notwithftanding  the  fignal  advantages  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had  obtained  over  the  Ameri- 
cans, his  fituation  in  Virginia  began,  by  degrees,  to  he  very  critical ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  he 
did  not  receive  thofe  reinforcements  and  fupplies  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  which  he  had 
formed  certain  expeSations,  and  which  were  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  opera- 
tions, but  had  been  withheld  from  the  fituation  of  New  York,  which  was  then  fuppofed  to 
be  in  danger  of  an  attack  from  the  American  army,  under  General  WaQiington.  That  com- 
m&ndex,  having  for  a  confiderable  time  kept  the  garrifon  of  New  Yoxk  in  perpetual  alarm, 
Suddenly  qukted  his  camp  at  White  Plains,  crofled  the  Delaware,  and  marched  towards  Vir- 
"  ginia,  apparently  with  a  defign  to  attack  Lord  Cornwallis.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  then  received 
information  that  Count  de  Grade,  with  a  large  French  fleet,  was  expefted  every  moment  in 
the  Chefapeak,  in  order  to  xo-.opexatc  with  GcnCTal  Wafliington.    In  confequencc  of  which, 

he 


OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  37.7 

A.  D.- 

1781  he  conveyed  his  aflfurances  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  that  he  would  either  reinforce  him,  by  every 
poflible  means,  or  make  a  powerful  diverfion  in  his  favour.  In  the  mean  time,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis had  taken  poffeflion  of  the  ports  of  York  Town  and  Gloucefter,  in  Virginia,  where  he 
fortified  himfelf  in  the  beft  manner  in  his  power. 

On  the  28th  of  Auguft,  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  with  a  fquadron  from  the  Weft  Indies,  joined 
that  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Graves,  before  New  York  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  the 
fituation  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  they  failed  for  the  Chefapeak,  where  they  arrived  on  the  5th  of 
September,  with  19  fhips  of  the  line  ;  but  Count  dc  Graflc  had  anchored  in  the  bay  on  the 
,30th  of  Auguft,  with  24  fail  of  the  line.  The  French  admiral  had  previoufly  landed  a  large 
body  of  troops,  which  had  been  brought  from  Rhode  I fland,  and  who  immediately  marched 
to  join  the  army  under  General  Walhington,  The  Britifh  and  French  fleets  came  to  an 
aftion  on  the  fame  day  in  which  the  former  entered  the  Chefapeak ;  which,  though  not  gene- 
ral, yet  Admiral  Drake's  divifion  did  great  iiiifchief  to  the  van  of  the  French  fleet :  but 
fuch  was  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  that  after  the  two  fleets  had  continued  manoeuvring  in 
light  of  each  other  for  five  days,  the  Britifh  admirals  returned  to  New  York,  and  the  Count 
dc  Graflc  remained  in  pofl!cflion  of  the  Chefapeak. 

Before  tlie  news  of  this  aftion  liad  reached  New  York,  a  council  of  war  was  held  there,  in 
which  it  was  refolved,  that  5000  men  (hould  be  embarked  on  board  the  King's  fhips,  in  order 
to  proceed  to  the  afliftance  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  In  the  mean  time,  the  moft  effeSual  mea- 
fures  were  adopted  by  General  Wafhington  for  furrounding  the  Britilh  army  under  Lord  Corn- 
-wallis.  A  large  body  of  French  troops,  commanded  by  tlie  Count  de  Rochambeau,  with  a 
very  confidcrable  train  of  artillery,  aflifted  in  the  enterprize.  The  Americans  amounted  to 
near  8000  continentals,  and  5000  militia.  General  Wafhington  was  irivefted  with  the  autho- 
rity of  commander  in  chief  of  the  combined  forces  of  America  and  France. — On  the  29th  of 
September,  the  invcftment  of  York  Town  was  completed,  and  the  Britifh  army  quite  blocked 
Tip.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  O&ober,  the  trenches  of  the  enemy  were  opeiied  ;  atKl  from 
the  6th  to  the  14th,  they  kept  up  an  inceflant  fire  from  heavy  cannon,  mortars,  &c*  which  did 
great 'execution ;  when  the  works  of  tlic  place  were  fo  much  damaged,  that  it  was  plainly  per- 
ceived they  would,  in  a  very  Ihort  time,  become  untenable. 

In  tlie  midft  of  thefe  difficulties,  the  rcfolution  of  tlie  Britifh  troops  was  in  the  liighcfl  de- 
cree confpicuous  :  but  they  were,  at  this  time,  fo  reduced  by  fickncfs,  as  well  as  by  the  acci- 
dents of  war,  that  they  amounted  to  little  more  than  3,600  men  capable  of  duty,  including 
fervants  and  artificers.  Their  means  of  defence,  of  every  kind,  were  now  reduced  to  a  very 
Imall  quantity,  and  their  ftock  of  fhells  was  well  nigh  cxhaufted.  In  this  extremity,  Lord 
Cornwallis,  defirous  to  fave  all  he  could  of  fuch  a  brave  body  of  men,  determined  to  convey 
them  over  to  Gloucefter  Point,  on  the  other  fide  of  tlip  river ;  an  attempt  was  accordingly 
made,  but  the  weather  proved  adverfc,  aad  fruftratcd  a  defign  which  was  well  calculated  to  de- 
lay the  fate  of  this  devoted  army. 

In  confequence  of  the  failure  of  tliis  attempt,  the  enemy  redoubled  their  exertions  from 
every  quarter. — The  works  were  at  this  time  almofl  entirely  demolifhed,  and  an  aflault  was 
every  moment  expeAed.  Under  thefe  circumfbnces.  Lord  Cornwallis  felt  the  neceflity  of 
adopting  the  only  certain  means  that  remained  of  preferving  the  lives  of  his  brave  followers 
from  the  apparent  deftruftion  that  muft  have  followed  from  the  meditated  attack  of  his  lines  by 
the  enemy's  fleet  and  army.  The  Britifh  general  opened  a  negociation  with  the  American 
.commander  in  chief,  when  propofals  were  made  for  a  capitulation  on  the  1 7th  of  OAobcr ;  and. 
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1 78 1  on  the  19th,  the  pofts  of  York  Town  and  Glottc^ft^r  w«re  furren^ered.-^Tlie  troops  were  aU 
lowed  tlie  fame  honours  which  bad  been  granted  to  the  garrlfon  of  Charleftown. 

In  this  manner  was  terminated,  in  America,  the  important  and  decifive  campaign  of  the 
year  1781. — It  put  an  end  to  all  further  expcftations  of  fubjugating  America.— The  fpirit  of 
enterprize  that  had  been  fo  refolutely  preferved  by  the  Britilh  .commanders  and  their  troops 
finice  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  was  now  changed  to  the  narrow  limits  ai|d  fubordinata 
duty  of  prefer.ving  the  pofts  ycl  in  the  poffcfflon  of  the  Britifh  forces. 

Never  had  this  fpirit  been  exerted  with  more  vigour  than  in  the  expedition  condufted  by 
Lord  Cornwallis. — His  gallant  army,  animated  by  his  examplc>  furmounted  every  difficulty 
that  was  furmountable,  and  overcame  every  obftaclc  tliat  it  was  poflible  to  fubdue,— The  brave 
commanders  and  his  followers  were  forfakert  by  fortune;  but,  notwithftanding,  k  was  their 
lot  to  combine  glory  with  defeat. 

On  the  27th  of  November  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  aflcmbled. — In  the  fpeech  from  tlic 
throne,  his  Majefty  obferved,  that  tlie  war  was  unhappily  prolonged  by  the  reiUefs  ambition 
which  firft  excited  our  enemies  to  commence  it,  and  which  ftill  coiitinued  to  difappoint  bis 
carneft  deiire  and  diligent  exertion  to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity.  -But,  he  added^  that  he 
fhouM  not  anfwer  the  truft  committed  to  the  fovereign  of  a  free  people,  nor  make  a  fuitable 
feturn  to  their  affedionate  attachment  to  his  perfoa  and  government,  if  lie  coafented 
to  facrifice,  either  to  his  own  defire  of  peace^  or  to  their  temporary  eafe  and  relief,  thofe 
eflential  rights  and  permanent  interefls,  upon  the  maintenance  and  preferyation  of  which,  the 
future  ftrength  and  fecurity  of  this  country  muft  ever  principally  depend*  The  mention  of 
the  favourable  appearance  of  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the  fafe  arrival  of  our  numerous 
commercial  fleets,  was  followed  by  an  account  of  the  public  misfortunes  in  America,  whicb 
were  flated  as  the  ground  for  calling  loudly  for  the  firm  concurrence  and  afliftance  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  vigorous,  animated,  and  united  exertion  of  the  faculties  and  refources  of  the  peo* 
pie. — It  was  alfo  ftrongly  recommended  to  Parliament  to  refume  the  profecution  of  their  en- 
quiries into  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  Britifh  dominions  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

On  the  ufual  motion  for  an  addrefs,  a  very  warm  and  animated  attack  was  made  on  the 
ininiftry  by  the  ableft  orators  of  the  oppolition.  The  ill  fuccefs,  the  mifmanagement,  and 
the  fatal  confequences  of  the  American  war,  were  again  made  the  fubje£ts  of  attack,  which 
were  anfwered  by  the  minifter  with  his  ufual  addrefs  and  ability.  No  opinion,  however,, 
could  be  fcMrmed,  from  the  language  of  the  friends  of  government,  of  the  meafures  to  be  adop- 
ted in  the  future  conduft  of  the  war.  In  order,  therefore,  to  obtain  ibme  explicit  declarations 
on  this  fubjeft  from  the  members  of  adminiflration,  on  the  30th  of  November,  when  the 
ufual  motion  was  made  to  go  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  rc^e  to  obje£i  to 
the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chsur.  This  ftep,  he  declared,  was  not  taken  by  him  to  deprive  the 
crown  of  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  government,  at  that  alaiming  jundure,  but 
to  protraft  the  proceedings  of  the'  Houfe  in  that  buiinefs,  till  minifters  had  given  fome  pledge 
of  their  intentions  to  change  the  lyftem  of  their  proceedings. 

That  this  propofition  was  conftitutional,  could  not  be  denied  :  the  right  of  refofing  any 
fupply  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and,  confequently,  in  their  repreientatives  ;  but  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  that,  as  of  other  theoretical  rights,  the  expediency  of  the  meafure  was  the  principal 
objeft  of  confideration.  Previous  to  the  Revolution,  the  Kings  of  England  were  po0efled  of 
a  permanent  revenue,  and  various^  exteniive  refources,  which  enabled  them  to  fupport  the 
ordinary  civil  and  military  eftabUihments  of  the  kingdonu    When,  therefoze,  they  called  on 
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1781  the  people,  in  particular  emergencies,  for  an  extraordinary  fupply,  Parliament  very  wifely 
took  advantage  of  the  neceffities  of  the  Prince,  to  obtain  fuch  conccffions  as  they  judged  ne- 
ceflkry  for  the  fccurity  of  the  rights  of  the  fubjcft.  But,  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  the 
conftitution,  in  this  refpeft,  underwent  a  total  chiiige,  and  the  former  practice  had  confc- 
quently  ccafcd.  The  revenue  ncceflary  for  the  defence  and  fupport  of  the  kingdom  was  now 
annually  provided  by  Parliament ;  and  the  excrcife  therefore  of  the  right  was  become  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  wholly  imprafticable. — To  enquire  into  the  cxiftence  of  grievances,  to  difco- 
ver  and  adminifter  eflFeftual  remedies,  would  be  a  work  of  time ;  and  tlic  interval  between  the 
'commencement  of  an  endeavour  to  remove  the  evils  complained  of,  and  its  fuccefsfol  comple- 
tion, would  be  filled  up  by  the  annihilation  of  our  fleets  and  armies.  Equal  mifchief  would 
alfo  enfue,  if  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  or  the  operitions  qf  the  enfuing  campaign 
were  to  be  difclofed,  as  the  conditions  of  granting  the  fupplies.  The  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try was  certainly,  at  this  time,  very  critical  and  alarming,  and  fome  clwtnge  of  meafures  was 
abfolutcly  necefliry ;  but  thefe  circumftances  fcemcd  to  demand,  in  a  patcicular  manner,  the  . 
moft  powerful  and  united  exertions  of  Parliament.  The  eyes,  not  only  of  the  nation,  but  of 
its  enemies,  were  fixed  upon  them  ;  and  much  of  the  fpirit  and  exertions  of  both  would  natu- 
rally depend  on  the  refult  of  their  deliberations.— Thefe  opinions  appeared  to  be  thofe  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  Houfe  ;  as  the  motion  for  going  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  was  carried,  on  a 
divifion,  by  172,  againft  77. 

A  motion  had  been  made  during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feffion,  for  an  enquiry  into  the  con- 
duft  of  the  captors  of  the  iiland  of  St.  Euftatius,  which,  as  we  have  already  obfcrved,  was  then 
negatived,  chiefly  en  account  of  the  abfence  of  the  two  commanders,  who  were  fo  deeply  in- 
terefted  in  the  fubjeft.  Both  thefe  gentlemen  beings  at  this  time,  attendant  on  their  duty  in 
Parliament,  Mr.  Burke,  purfuant  to  the  previous  notice  which  he  had  given,  moved,  on  the 
4th  of  December,  "  That  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  in 
order  to  enquire  into  the  confifcation  of  the  efFefts,  wares,  and  merchandiee,  belonging  to  his 
Majefty's  new  fubjefts  on  the  ifland  of  St,  Euftatius  ;  and  further  to  enquire  into  the  fale,  dis- 
tribution, and  mode  of  conveyance  of  a  great  part  of  the  faid  cffefts,  wares,  and  merchandize, 
to  the  iflands  belonging  to  France,  and  to  other  parts  of  tlic  dominions  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's enemies." 

The  general  charges  laid  againft  Admiral  Rodney  and  General  Vaaghan  were  as  follows  :— 
That  on  the  furrendcr  of  the  ifland  at  difcretion,  it  became  an  authorized  fcene  of  xht  moft 
cruel  violence  and  depredation  :  that  a  general  confifcation  of  property  took  place ;  every  ware- 
houfc  was  locked  up  ;  every  inhabitant  was  compelled  to  give  an  account  of  his  plate,  jewels, 
and  ready  money  ;  and  the  books  of  all  tire  merchants  were  feized,  and  their  wares  and  goods 
thrown  into  one  common  mafs :  that  a  general  profcription  of  the  irriiabitants  took  place,  by 
which  they  were  obliged,  without  exception,  Englilh,  Dutch,  Jews,  French,  and  Americans, 
to  quit  the  ifland. — That  the  confifcation  of  property  being  fettled,  and  the  inhabitants  remo- 
ved, the  fale  of  their  goods  next  followed  ,•  that  a  proclamation  was  ifliied,  offering  free  in- 
grefs  and  regrefs  to  every  purchafer,  fccurity  that  his  money  fliould  rtot  be  taken  from  him, 
and  full  permiflion  tb  tranlport  to  any  place  he  chofe,  whatever  merchandize  he  fliould  pur- 
chafe  :  that  17  veflels,  principally  French,  wertf  accordingly  freighted  with  ftores,  and  other 
articles,  purchafed  50  per  cent,  under  their  intrinfic  value,  for  the  fervicc  of  our  enemies ;  and 
left  they  fliould  become  captures  to  the  Briiifli  privateers,  which  were  hovH^ring  round  the 
iflandi  and  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  purchafers,  they  failed  under  the  convoy  of  an  Eng- 
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1781  ]i(h  Ihip  of  war  ;  that  three  months  were  fpent  by  the  Britifh  commanders  in  difpofiag  of  and 
fecuring  the  plunder  of  St.  Euftatius  ;  in  confcqucnce  of  which,  as  the  fuperiority  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  fleet  was  at  that  time  very  decided  in  that  part  of  the  world,  a  very  favourable  opportunity 
was  loft  of  recovering  fomc  of,our  former  Weft  Indian  pofleflions  ;  and  that  from  the  fame 
caufe  originated  the  weaknefs  of  the  detachment  fent  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Hood  to 
prevent  thejonftionof  the  French  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies  with  that  which  arrived  with 
Count  de  Graflc  from  Europe. — The  lofs  of  Tobago,  and  the  unfortunate  conclufion  of  the 
campaign  in  the  Chefapeak,  were  alfo  attributed  to  tlie  fame  origin* 

In  anfwer  to  thcfe  very  heavy  and  pointed  charges.  Sir  George  Rodney  offered  a  defence  jto 
the  following  purport : — He  faid,  that  when  he  appeared  before  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  it 

.  was  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  otFfupplies  from  the  enemy,  and  with  the  fixed  refolution  not 
to  grant  any  terms  to  the  inhabitants.  The  Dutch,  though  nominally  the  friends  of  this 
country,  had,  during  the  courfc  of  his  command  in  the  Weft  Indies,  been  the  moft  aftive 
friends  of  our  enemies  ;  and  to  punifh  and  check  both,  nothing  had  appeared  more  eiFe£lual 
than  the  reduction  of  an  ifland,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  animated  with  a  rooted  aver* 
fion  to  us.  Among  tlrofe  inhabitants  were  many,  who,  while  they  called  themfelves 
Engliihmen,.  were  not  afliamed  to  difgracc  themfelves  and  their  country,  by  aflifting  her 
enemies  with  the  means  to  injure  her  :  fuch  people  had  deferved  no  favour,  and  to  them  he 
bad  refolved  to  fliew  none.  That  St.  Euftatius  had  been  a  mart  for  our  enemies,  in  prefer- 
ence to  us,  was  manifeft  from  this  circumftance  ;  that,  fomc  weeks  before  the  capture  of  the 
ifland^  an  application  had  been  made  to  the  chief  ofliccrs  and  inhabitants,  to  treat  with  them 
about  the  purchafe  of  fuch  materials  as  were  requifite  for  the  reparation  and  equipment  of  the 
Englifli  fleet.  Their  anfwer  was,  that  as  no  articles  of  this  nature  were  then  among  their 
ftores,  they  could  not  in  the  leaft  aflift  us. — That  this  was  a  falfe  pretence,  was  very  evident ; 
as,  on  the  furrender  of  the  ifland,  fuch  great  quantities  of  naval  ftores  were  found  within  the 
warehoufes,  &c.  as  could  not  have  been  heaped  together  in  fo  fl^ort  a  fpace  of  time.  A3  to  the 
outrages  which  it  was  aflirted  had  been  committed  at  St.  Euftatius,  he  could  declare,  that,  fa 
far  from  being  guilty  of  an  abufc  of  power,  he  had  never  failed  to  redrefs,  upon  the  firft  com- 
plaint, all  irregularities  and  improprieties,  without  waiting  to  examine  whether  they  were 
frivolous  or  important.^  But  when  he  found  that  the  natives  of  this  kingdom,  forgetful  of 
the  allegiance  to  their  King,  and  criminally  regardlefs  of  the  ties  which  fliould  have  bound 
them  to  their  country,  had  funk  tlic  reputable  charafter  of  an  Englifli  merchant  into  the  dif- 
graceful  occupation  of  a  felfilh  trader,  and  were  unprincipled  aflTociates  with  the  Dutch,  in 
traflic  with  tliofe  engaged  in  the  American  rebellion,  he  feized  and  fent  them  home,  to  meet 
the  juftice  of  the  laws  which  they  bad  fo  bafely  .oflFended.  With  regard  to  infiniiations  which 
had  been  thrown  out,  of  his  having  been  aftuated  by  mercenary  views,  the  faft  was,  that 

.  when  he  feized  on  all  the  property  on  tlie  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  it  was  not  for  his  own  ufc : 
he  thought,  at  the  time,  that  it  would  all  belong  to  the  King,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  fee 
the  moft  made  of  it,  in  order  to  carry  it  into  the  public  trcafury.  He  had  not  wiftied  for  a 
fliilling  of  it,  nor  had  any  other  idea,  at  the  time,  but  that  the  whole  belonged,  of  right,  to  his 
country  :  he  had  written  to  this  cflfeft  to  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury ;  and,  therefore,  in  all  he 
had  done  for  the  prefervation  of  the  property  at  St.  Euftatius,  it  was  for  his  country,  and  not 
for  himfelf,  that  he  had  been  afting. — It  was  pretended  that  he  had  permitted  the  ftores  and 
provifions  to  be  conveyed  to  the  enemy,  direftly,  or  circuitoufly  through  the  neutral  iflands  : 
but  this  was  the  very  reverfe  of  the  faft ;  as  he  had  given  orders  tHat  none  of  the  ftores  or  pro- 
vifions 
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1781  vifions  fliould  be  fold,  but  fent  to  his  Majefty's  yard  at  Antigua.  So  very  flrift  had  he  been  ia 
this  rcfpeft,  that  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  examining  the  clearance  of  every  fliip  which  went  out^ 
he  had  alfo  caufed  her  to  anchor  under  his  ftern,  and  had  her  examined  by  commidioned  of- 
ficers ;  and,  if  fhc  had  more  provifions  on  board  than  were  neceflary  for  the  voyage,  they  were  al- 
ways taken  out.  As  to  the  charge  brought  againft  him,  that  he  had  remained  inafiiAe  for  three 
months  at  St.  Euftatius,  his  anfwer  was^  that  matters  of  the  higheft  confequence  had  made  his 
prefcncc  abfolutely  requifite  ;  and  though  he  had  {laid  no  inconliderable  length  of  time  upon  the 
ifland,  he  took  care  to  keep  the  fleet  in  aftive  fervice,  and  planned  fuch  enterprizes  as  he  ima- 
gined would  have  proved  of  infinite  advantage  to  Great  Britain.  One  of  tliefe  was  an  expedi- 
tion againft  Surinam,  and  another  againA  CurafToa;  but  when  the  fquadrons  for  this  purpofe 
were  on  the  point  of  failing,  he  received  intelligence  that  a  numerous  fleet  of  French  merchant- 
men, under  convoy  of  12  Ihips  of  the  line,  were  obferved  to  be  fleering  towards  Martinico* 
This  circumftance  immediately  determined  him  to  rclinquifhall  thoughts  of  attacking  two 
fettlements,  which,  though  of  great  value  and  importance,  were  of  lefs  confequence  than  the 
advantages  which  muft  have  followed  the  fuccefs  of  intercepting  the  French  convoy,  and  pre- 
venting  the  junftion  between  their  fleet,  then  on  its  courfe  from  Europe,  and  their  naval  ar- 
mament then,  at  anchor  in  Fort  Royal  Bay^  For  thcfe  purpofcs,  he  inftantly  difpatched  a 
powerful  fquadron  to  Martinico,  having  direded  that  they  ihould  blockade  the  whole  ifland^ 
&c.  The  conduA  of  this  enterprize  was  committed  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  an  officer  of  knowa 
Ikill  and  intrepidity,  and  the  fubfequent  mifcarriage  of  the  expedition  would  not  juftify  the 
leaft  unpleafai>t  refle£tion  on  that  brave  commander^  who,  as  far  as  unexpefted  incidents  per- 
mitted, had  done  his  duty  to  the  utmoft.  With  refpeft  to  Tobago,  the  Admiral  added^  that 
the  lofs  of  the  ifland  was  not  his  fault ;  as  even  the  guns  that  he  had  fent  the  year  before  for 
its  defence  had  never  been  mounted*  As  to  the  charge  which  laid  the  unfuccefsful  conclufion 
of  the  campaign  in  the  Chefapeak  to  his  ill-condu£t,  he  obferved,.  that  confldering  the  great 
convoy  which  De  Graflfe  had  under  his  charge,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  tlie  crazy  ftate  of 
many  of  his  fliips,  it  was  not  to  be  expedled  orfuppofed,  but  that  he  would  fend  the  greater 
part  of  his  fleet  along  with  the  merchantmen  to  France ;  and  it  was  fairly  to  be  prefumed,  that 
he  would  have  only  retained  thofe  which,  were  ia  condition  to  underga  the  American  fervice  : 
but,  independent  of  thefe  circumftances,  Admiral  Hood's  force  was  equal  to  its  objeft,  whiclt 
was  all  a  commander  in  chief  had  to  conlider ;  for  if  Admiral  Graves  had  kept  his  fquadron 
entire,  and  had  met  Admiral  Hood,  as  was  expefted,  at  the  Chefapeak^  they  would  not  only 
have  been  in  poflieflion  before  De  Graflfc's  arrival  there,^  but  they  would  have  encountered  hini 
with  a  fufficient  force,  aided  by  tlie  great  advantages  which  fuperior  fituation  would  have  af- 
forded them.  But  if  the  exprcflfes  which  were  fent  to  New  York,  to  give  notice  of  the  mo- 
tions of  Monfieur  de  Grafle,  or  of  Admiral  Hood's  deftination  to  the  Chefapeak,  were  takeit 
by  the  enemy  or  otherwife  detained,  it  was  a  misfortune  to  be  regretted,  but  which  could  not 
be  forefeen  or  prevented* 

Such  was  the  fubftance  of  Sir  George  Rodney*s  defence,  who  was  followed  on  nearly  the- 
fame  ground  by  Major  General  Vaughan.  That  officer  alfo  denied,  in  the  moft  foleran 
manner,  his  having  any  ftiare  or  concern  in  the  depredations  and  outrages  alleged  to  have  beeik 
committed.  That  fo  far  from  having  authorized  any  degree  of  violence  or  cruelty,  he  liften- 
ed,  with  the  moft  rigid  impartiality,  to  all  complaints  whatever,  and  endeavoured  to  give  the 
aggrieved  parties  all  the  redrefs  in  his  powerl  He  declared,  that  he  had  not  gained  one  Angle 
ihilling,  direAly  or  indireftly,  in  confequence  of  the  proceedings  at  St.  Euftatius.    One  of 

the 
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^781  the  reafons  for  locking  up  the  ^rehoufes  in  that  ifland  was,  he  faid|  to  prevent  plundering, 
from  which  the  troops  "were  with  difficulty  rellrained.  Fire  too,  he  added,  was  to  be  feared 
in  a  place,  where  many  dif^efled  people  lived,  and  who  thought  thettifelves  Injured  by  the 
confifcation  of  their  property  for  treafon.  As  to  the  Jews,  he  obfcrved,  it  was  evident  they 
could  not  haveljeen  fo  ill  treated  as  had  been  reprcfentcd,  becaufe  he  had  received  an  addrefs, 
iigned  by  thcTuIcrs  and  warden  of  that  people,  in  which  they  expTeflled  their  gratitude  for  the 
clemency  and  goodnefs  which  he  had  exercifcd  towards  them,  A  large  majority  of  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  was  fatisfied  with  the  juftification  offered  by  the  captors  of  St.  Euftatius,  and  Mr. 
Burke*s  motion  for  the  propofed  enquiry,  was  negatived  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  fnajority 
of  163  to  89. 

In  this  bufinefs  the  commanders  certainly  aftcd  for  the  advantage  of  their  country,  accord- 
ing to  the  policy  of  war.  Under  the  influence  6f  a  patriot  and  profefEonal  zeal  they  confider- 
icd  the  general  objefts  of  the  fervice,  without  fuf&ciently  adverting  to  the  rights  of  individuals : 
they  either  forgot,  or  were  not  informed,  that,  in  fome  of  their  proceedings,  they  were  violat- 
ing a  known  law  of  Great  Britain.  That  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius  may  be  truly  faid  td  have 
fed  the  American  rebellion,  from  the  convenient,  ample  and  uniyprfal  fupply  of  its  market,— 
that  the  inhajiitants  of  it  had  allied  themfelves,  in  principle  and  zeal,  with  the  enemies  of 
-Great  Britain, — and  that  among  them  were  to  be  found  Britifh  fubjefts,  or  their  agents,  who 
fufFered  the  bafer  gains  of  trade  to  extinguifli  in  their  brcafts  the  patriotifm  of  commerce,  is  of 
incontrovertible  notoriety :  but  St.  Euftatius  had  bee^  a  neutral  ifland,  as  it  were,  to  the  mo- 
ment of  its  capture  ;  and  however  wrong  or  injurious  tlie  conduft  of  fuch  Brltifli  merchants 
•might  feem  to  a  commander  of  a  fleet  or  army,  who  faw,  and  had,  perhaps,  experienced  the 
evils  arifing  from  it,  the  former,  in  this  particular  inftance,  appear  to  have  afted  under  the 
•proteftion  of  that  law  which  iff  fuperior  to  any  naval  or  military  jurifdiftion,  and  which  will 
juftify  adequate  claims  of  reparation  from  thofc  who  have  improperly  exercifed  fuch  extra-judi- 
cial authority.  Such  claims  were  aftually  made,  and  the  Situation  of  the  different  parties  will 
appear  from  the  following  memorial,  which,  fome  time  fubfequent  to  this  period,  was  prefent- 
cd  to  his  Majefty  by  Lord  Rodney. 

**  That  your  Majefty  having  been  pleafcd  by  your  royal  proclamation  of  the  20th  of  De- 
cember, 1780,  to  order  hoftilities  to  be  commenced  againft  the  Dutch,  your  memorialift,  on 
the  28th  of  January  following,  being  then  at  Barbadoes,  received  your  Majefty's  command  for 
iubduing  the  power  ofthc  Dutch  in  tbe  Weft  India  fetdements,  and  the  reduAion  of  St,  Eu- 
ilatius  ;  which,  with  the  greateft  alacrity  and  expedition,  he  prepared  to  pay  obedience  to,  and 
accordingly  the  fleet  under  his  command,  with  the  land  forces  commanded  by  Major  General 
Vaugjian  on  board,  failed  for  St.  Euftatius,  and  on  the  3d  of  February  reduced  that  rich  and 
•valuable  ifland,  with  all  its  dependencies,  naval  and  military  ftorcs,  cffefts  and  property  to  a 
•very  confiderable  amount  to  your  Majefty's  government.' 

*'  It  would  be  impoflible  for  your  memorialift  to  defcribe  the  enormities  which  were  prac- 
tifed  in  that  illaad,  under  pretence  of  its  being  a  neutral  port  -,  your  Majefty's  open  and  avow- 
ed enemies  were  fupplied  with  naval  and  military  ftores,  cordage,  ammunition,  provifions, 
^nd  all  other  commodities,  which  tlie  laws  of  nations  univcrfally  prolrlbit  neutral  powers  from 
•providing  for  cither  of  the  contending  parties.  The  rebellion  of  your  Majefty's  American 
iubjefts  was  there  fomented  and  encouraged,  and  Englifli  merchants  diflionoured  themfelves 
by  becoming  Dutch  burghers,  and  leaguing  with  them  in  a  conduft  which  proved  ruinous  to 
their  country,  and  which  will  ever  be. an  indelible ilain  upon  thofe  who  were  concerned  in 
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^78 1  fuch  treafbmible  tranfa^lioas ;  and  wiiateirer  may  be  tlie  falie  of  (hofe  who  were  the  inflrumentt 
of  Providence  11%  the  pumihment  of  fuch  enormitiesi  pofierity  will  rejoice  to  find  fo  much 
villainy  did  not  pafs  unpuni(faed. 

^<  Your  Majefty's  memorialif^  further  humbly  reprefents,  that  when  by  his  fecret  intelli* 
gence,  the  intercepting  letters,  and  getting  pofleflion '  of  books  and  papers,  i&e  difcovered  the 
nature  of  the  traffic  and  correfpondence  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  of  St»  Euftatxus,  he 
ihould  not  have  thought  he  had  difeharged  tlie  duty  he  owed  your  Majefty  and  the  ftate,  had. 
he  not  msidt  a  feizure  of  every  kind  of  property,  except  fuch  as  could  be  ihewn  to  be  legally 
imported  direftly  from  Great  Britain:  under  this  impreffion,  your  memorialift  thought  that 
men  guilty  of  fuch  perfidy  and  treafon  had  no  right  to  be  treatedsas  refpe£lable  people :  they^ 
were  allowed  no  terms, — they  deferved  none ;— their  perfons  were  made  prifoncrs  of  war,— 
their  property  forfeited  to  your  Majefty;  and  their  magazines,  filled  with  provifions, .  navaJt 
and  other  ftores,  intended  for  the  ufe  of  your  Majefty's  enemies  and, rebellious  fubjeAs,  were 
feized :  but  your  memorialift  ufed  his  beft  endeavours  to  difcriminate  between  the  innocent 
and  guilty ;  to  the  latter  he  (hewed  no  favour,  becaufe  he  thought  thfcy  deferved  none,  though, 
the  former  were  treated  .with  aU  the  refpe£k  due  to  innocence  ;  and  to  them  their  property  was- 
oidered  to  be  returned,  as  will  mbft  evidently  appear  from  the  orders  given  by  your  memo- 
rialift to  the  feveral  agents.     He  confidered  it  as  the  duty  of  a  Britifh  Admiral  implicitly  to- 
obey  the  commands  of  his  fovereign,  and  to  do  juftice  to  his  country.    He  felt  that  his  fo-» 
vcreign  and  his  country  were  infulted  by  the  Dutch  harbouring  fuch  traitors,— that  her  juftice 
was  eluded,  and  lier  laws  trampled  upon  by  her  treacherous  fiibje&s,  and- he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  vindicate  their  honour  and  punifh  the  guilty ;  and  he  has  the  heartfelt  fatisfaftion  to- 
refle£t,  that  thefe  motives  alone  aftuated  his  conduA,  and  that  felf-intereft  had  no  infiuence 
in  the  direftion  of  his  afiions.    He  confidered,  that  the  produce  of  the  capture  ought  to  g(y 
to  the  public  revenue  of  his  country, — he  had  no  claim  to  any  part  of  it, — ^nor  did  he  defire  it:, 
he  thought  bimfelf  happy,  and  fufficiently  rewarded,  in  having  executed  cfFeftually  your  Ma- 
jefty's  commands,  and  in  having  been  the  humble  meanS  of  bringing  thofe  traitors  to  punifh- 
ment  for  the  treafon  they  had  committed  againft  your  Majefty,  and  the  injuries  they  had  done- 
their  country. 

"  Your  memorialift  further  humbly  reprefents  to  your  Majefty,  that  his  condufl;  was  not 
only  thus  fanftioned  by  his  own  feelings,  but  he  had  alfo  the  fatisfaftion  of  receiving  a  letter 
from  Lord  George  Germaine,  then  one  of  your  Majefly's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  figni* 
fying  your  Majefty's  royal  and  moft  gracious  approbation  of  his  conduft,  and  of  your  Majef- 
ty's  moft  generous  gift  of  all  the  property  of  the  enemy,  captured  in  thofe  iflands,  to  your 
navy  and  army,  for  their  fole.ufe  and  benefit;  though  previous  to  your  Majefty's  moft  royat 
and  bountiful  gift,  moft  of  the  produce  of  the  Weft  Indies  and  America,  found  at  St.  Eufla- 
tius,  was  fhipped  on  board  the  Dutch  fhips  taken  in  the  road  of  St.  Euftatius,  and  fent  under 
convoy  to  England,  to  abide  ypur  Majefty's  pleafure ;  but  unfortunately  moft  of  thofe  Ihips. 
were  taken  by  a  French  fquadron  in  the  mouth  of  the  Britifh  Channel. 

**  Your  memorialift  further  begs  moft  humbly  to  rcprefent  to  your  Majefly,  that  after  thefe- 
undoubted  marks  of  your  royal  approbation  of  his  conduft,  it  was  with  aftortifhment  and  in-^ 
cxpreifible  concern  he  learnt,  that  innumerable  anions  were  commenced  againft  him  for  doing. 
his  duty ;  but  his  aftonifhment  was  greatly  incrcafed  indeed,  when  he  found  thofe  claims  were- 
attended  to  with  fuccefs,  and  that  your  Majefty's  law  ofiicers  were  not  ordered  to  proteft  or 
defend  him ;  it  is  therefore  fufficieot  to  ftate  generally  to  your  Majefty,  that  claims  have  beea 
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1781  advanced  againft  your  memorialift  and  the  captors,  to  the  amount  of  300,000!.  feveral  of 
^hich  have  been  allowed,  and  the  reft  liable  to  be  decided  agreeable  to  the  fame  precedent.—-. 
The  fentence  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  Appeal  having  decreed  reftitution  to  the  claim- 
ants, not  to  the  amount  of  the  fales,  but  according  to  the  full  original  value  pr  prime  coft» 
with  charges,  freight,  and  infurance,  the  confequences  of  fuch  decrees  are,  that  the  reftitutioa 
awarded,  is  near  three-fourths  more  than  the  value  received,  and  the  captors  thereby  made 
liable  to  pay  many  thoufand  pounds  moire  than  the  capture. 

**  Your  memorialift  further  humbly  reprefents  to  your  Majefty,  that  from  his  having  zeal* 
oufly  endeavoured  to  difcbarge  liis  duty  to  your  Majefty  and  his  country,  his  private  fortune 
is  attacked  in  order  to  comply- with  the  fentence  obtained  againft  him  and  the  captors,  and  the 
property  which  your  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  beftow  on  him,  as  a  reward  for  his  long 
and  faithful  fervices,  and  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  honours  your  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  confer  on  him,  is  liable  to  be  wrefted  from  him  by  thofe  very  men,  whofe  treafon'- 
able  practices  he  once  bad  the  means  of  proving  in  the  face  of  bis  country  :  and  your  memo- 
rialift, who,  on  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  was  in  hopes^  by  the  bounty  of  your  Majefty,  to 
have  been  enabled  to  fpend  the  latter  end  of  his  life  in  peace,  affluence  and  dignity,  has,  ever 
£nce  the  year  1781,  been  harrafted  byconftant  litigations,  which  has  not  only  filled  his  mind 
with  perpetual  folicitude,  but  ruined  his  health  and  impaired  his  conftitution ;  and  though,  in 
confequence  of  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  and  generous  gift  of  the  property  captured  at  St. 
£uftatius,  your  memorialift  had  formed  plans  and  entered  into  confiderable  engagements  for 
the  fettlement  of  his  fortune,  and  the  advantageous  eftablifhment  of  his  family,  yet  the  late 
^ecifions  againft  him,  and  thofe  which  may  fliortly  follow,  (unlcfs  prevented)  have  entirely 
put  an  end  to  fuch  pleafing  profpefls ;  Ills  engagements  are  forfeited,  and  his  views  fruftrated ; 
thcfe  are  confequences  which  your  Majefty  cannot  fail  to  perceive  muft  be  prejudicial  to  your 
memorialift  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  wliich  may  poflibly  end  in  the  ruin  of  himfelf  and 
family. 

^*  In  fuch  a  fituation,  your  memorialift  would  be  totally  deftitute  of  hope,  was  it  not  that  he 
has  the  firmeft  reliance  upon  the  goodnefs,  jufticc  and  magnanimity  of  your  Majefty;  fully 
convinced,  that  a  man  who  has  to  the  utmoft  of  his  ability  and  power,  during  a  long  and 
aftivc  life,  endeavoured  to  forward  your  Majefty's  and  the  general  interefts  of  his  country,-— 
wl>o  has  at  all  times  chearfully  complied  with  the  orders  of  his  fovcreign,  and  executed  them 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  receive  his  royal  approbation,  will  ever  meet  tliat  fupport,  encourage- 
ment, and  relief  from  your  Majefty,  which  his  fituation  may  lay  him  under  the  neceffity  of 
ibliciting  from  your  royal  goodnefs. 

^*  Your  memorialift  therefore,  with  due  fubmiffion,  proftrates  himfelf  at  your  royal  feet, 
and  befeeches  your  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  take  his  cafe  into  your  confideration,  and  afford 
him  fuch  proteftion  and  relief,  as  muft  prevent  his  falling  a  facrifice,  for  having  executed  that 
<luty  he  owed  the  beft  of  Kings  and  his  injured  country. 

**  (Signed,)  R  O  D  N  E  Y." 

On  the  12th  of  December,  a  very  important  motion  was  made  In  Parliament  by  Sir  James 
Lowther,  which  occafioned  a  very  long  and  interefting  debate.  That  gentleman's  motion  was, 
**  That  it  Ihould  be  refolved  by  tliat  Houfe,  that  the  war  carried  on  againft  the  colonies  and 
plantations  of  North  America  had  been  incfFcftual  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  under- 
taken, of  affording  proteftion  to  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjefts  there,  and  of  defeating  the  hoflilc 
imcutions  of  our  confederated  enemies  ^  and  that  it  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe,  that 

all 
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178^  all  further  attempts  to  reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience,  by  force,  would  be  incffcAual,  and 
rauft  be  injurious  to  this  country,  by  Weakening  her  powers  to  rcfift  her  ancient  and  confe-^ 
derated  enemies.**  This  motion  was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  220  to  179,  The  miniftcr, 
however,  had  little  reafon  to  exult  in  his  fuccefs,  as  it  was  fufficiently  apparent,  from  the 
numbers  Who  voted  againft  adminiftration,  that  the  uninfluenced  fenfe  of  that  Houfe  was 
clearly  and  dccifivcly  againft  any  farther  profecution  of  the  American  war.  On  tlic  20th  o( 
.   the  fame  month,  the  Houfe  was  adjourned  to  the  22d  of  January,  1782. 

The  French  having  failed  this  year  in  their  hoftile  defigns  in  the  Channel,  were  refolved 

to  give  the  fuUeft  fupport  to  tbofe  which  were  profecuting  elfewhere.     Large  reinforcements  of 

troops  and  great  quantities  of  provifions,  and  naval  and  military  ftores,  were  with  all  diligence 

prepared  for  the  various  parts  of  the  world  where  the  war  was  waging.    The  convoy  was  fo 

numerous,  and  of  fuch  value  and  importance,  that  M,  de  Guichen  Was  employed  to  accompany 

It  till  out  of  danger  of  being  intercepted,  with  twenty  of  the  largeft  (hips  of  the  line  that  could 

be  provrded,     Thefe  preparations^  however,  did  not  efcape  the  vigilance  of  the  Britifh  minif- 

try.     A  ftrong  fquadron  was  difpatched  under  Admiral  Kempenfelt,  to  cut  off  this  convoy^ 

the  arrival  of  which  at  the  different  places  of  its  deftinatioti,  would  have  }>roved  highly  inju'^ 

Ttous  to  the  firitifti  Interefts  in  thofe  parts.    He  fell  in  with  it  on  the  12th  of  December,  and 

the  tranfports  having  been  parted  from  the  men  of  war  by  ft  violent  ftorm,  he  was  enabled  to 

capture  above  20  of  them ; — the  want  of  frigates  prevented  the  taking  of  many  more.    Moft 

of  the  remaining  part  of  the  convoy  was,  in  confequence,  difperfed,  and  obliged  to  put  back* 

Admiral  Kempenfelt,  on  reconnoitring  the  force  of  the  enemy,  fouod  itXo  fuperior  to  his 

own,  as  he  had  but  12  flips  of  the  line,  that  he  very  wifely  declined  the  conteft  and  withdrew 

into  port.     The  value  of  the  prizes  he  bad  takem  was  very  confiderable :  they  were  laden  with 

&11  kinds  of  articles  requifite  for  the  land  and  fea  fervice,  and  with  all  manner  of  proviiions  and 

necefiaries.     Near  2000  foldiers  and  failors  were  alfo  made  prifoners.     But  notwithftarxding 

the  greatnefs  of  the  difappointment  to  France  by  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  material  part  of  this  convoy^ 

the  facility  with  which,  as  it  was  aHerted,  the  whole  might  have  been  captured,  and  the  heavy 

blow  that  would  thereby  have  been  given  to  the  enemy,  occaiioned  no  fmall  degree  of  public 

difcontent.     Had  a  fufScient  ftrength  been  employed,  a  vidory  of  the  moft  decided  confe-^ 

quence  might  hdve  been  gained ;  and,  inftead  of  part  of  the  convoy,  the  whole  would»  pro* 

bably,  have  been  taken,  together  with  the  fleet  by  which  it  was  accompanied* 

We  have  already  related,  that  the  fpirited  exertions  of  the  volunteer  aflbdatiotis  of  Ireland^ 
had  occalroncd  a  juft  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  grievances  of  that  kingdom,  that  fome  liberal 
laws  in  favour  of  the  Irifli  trade  and  commerce  were  paflied  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^ 
and  that  the  people  of  Ireland,  after  having  armed  for  the  defence  of  their  lipuntry  againft 
foreign  enemies,  wifely  refolved  to  deliver  thenafelves  from  domcftic  evils,  and  from  every 
fpecjes  of  minifterial  oppteilion,  and  to  obtain  fome  important  tonftHotional  reformations* 
They  even  determined  to  affert  the  independence  of  their  own  Parliament  on  that  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  they  repeatedly  declared,  in  public  meetings,  that  no  Parliament,  but  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland,  was  competent  to  make  laws  for  the  government  of  tluit  kingdom. 

On  the  t3th  of  November,  in  this  year,  Mr.  Grattan  moved  for  leave  to  bring  iu  a  bill  to 

explain,  amend,  and  limit  the  mutiny  ad ;  but  this  motion  was  reje£bd  by  a  great  majority : 

in  fhort,  it  appeared  that  the  Irifk  Parliament  was,  fomchow  or  other,  by  no  means  fo  dif- 

*pofed  to  promote  the  conftitutional  reformations  now  in  agitation,  as  the  people  at  lafge.    But 

in  confequence  of  the  ardor  by  which  the  Irifh  nation  was  actuated,  to  obtain  fqme  confticu* 
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1 781  tional  reformation,  in  the  cburfe  of  this  year,  in  various  county  meetings,  and  meetings  af 
their  armed  aflbciations,  the  fupremacy  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  was  denied  in  public  refolu- 
tions.  They  alfo  inilrufted  their  reprefentatives  to  exert  their  utmoft  efforts,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  every  meafure  that  might  tend  to  eftablifii  the  independence  and  exclufive  competency 
of  their  own  legiilature ;  to  labour  to  reftore  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  their  an- 
cient right  of  legiflation,  by  a  final  extinftion  of  the  unconftitutional  powers  of  the  .  Privy 
Council,  as  introduced  by  Poynings  law;  to  give  their  ftrenuous  fupport  to  an  habeas  corpus 
z6i ;  to  provide  for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice^  by  fecuring  the  independence  of  the 
judges ;  to  abolifh  all  fuch  places  and  penfions  as  neither  rewarded  public  virtue,  nor  promot- 
ed  public  fervice ;  and  to  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  obtain  a  limited  mutiny  bill,  in{^ad  of 
the  prefent.  The  zeal  and  adivity  with  which  their  aifociations  continued  to  arm  and  exer-» 
cife  themfelves,  evinced  alfo  their  determination  to  adert  their  rights,  and  enforce  their  claims^ 
if  it  fhould  be  neceflary,  by  a  mode  of  application  that  (hould  not  be  difregarded». 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  a  financial  novelty  appeared,  whofe  objed,  executicui  and 
confequence  claim  fome  degree  of  attention  from  us.  This  was  a  work  entitled,  A  Trea* 
tife  on  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Finances  of  France,  written  by  Monfieur  Necker,  Direftor 
General,  which  v^as  laid  before  the  King  and  caufed  to  be  printed  for  the  public  infpeftion. 
In  the  memorial  which  he  addrefied  to  the  French  monarch  on  this  occafion,  Mr.  Necker 
obferved,  that  he  had  been  induced  to  render  to  his  Majefty  a  public  account  of  the  fuccefs  of 
his  labours,  and  of  the  afiual  ftate  of  the  French  finances,  by  the  confideration,  that  the  noto* 
Tiety  and  authenticity  of  fuch  an  account  might  tend  greatLy^to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  affairs.  Such  a  ftatement  of  accounts,  slight  alfo  put  every  perfon  who  was  concerned 
in  his  Majefty's  councils,  in  a  fituation  to  ftudy  and  to  attend  to  the  ftate  of  the  finances ;  a 
fpecies  of  knowledge  important  in  itfelf,  and  having  either  connexion  with  or  relation  to  all 
deliberations  of  moment.  He  takes  notice,  that  a  principal  caufe  of  the  great  credit  of  Eng- 
land was  the  public  notoriety  to  which  the  ftate  of  her  finances  was  fubmitted :  this  account 
was  every  year  prefented  to  Parliament,  and  afterwards  printed ;  and  the  money  lenders,,  being 
thus  regularly  made  acquainted  with  the  proportion  maintained  between  the  receipts  and  dif- 
burfements,  were  not  rendered  uneafy  by  thofe  chimerical  fufpicrons  and  fears,  which  were 
the  infeparable  concomitants  of  a  more  difguifed  conduft.  On  the  contrary,  in  Franpe  the 
ftate  of  the  finances  had  conilantly  been  made  a  matter  of  myftery ;  or,  if  it  was  mentioned,  it 
was  in  the  preambles  of  edifts,  and  always  at  the  moment  when  there  was  occafion  to  borrow* 
It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  great  moment  to  fix  the  public  confidence  on  a  more  folid  bafis. 
The  fovereign  of  fuch  a  kingdom  as  France,  might  always,  at  his  pleafure^  maintain  the  ba- 
lance between  his  ordinary  expences  and  revenues.  The  diminution  of  the  former,  ever  fe« 
conded  by  the  public  wifh,*  was  in  his  own  hands ;  and,  when  circumftances  required  it^  the 
augmentation  of  impofts  was  fubmitted  to  his  power.  But  the  moft  dangerous,  as  well  as 
the  moft  unjuft  of  all  refourcesj  was  that  of  feeking  temporary  aids  in  a  blind  confidence^ 
and  engaging  for  loans^  without  having,  either  by  an  augmentation  of  the  revenue,  or  by 
a  retrenchment  of  expences,  provided  for  the  interefts.  Such  an  adminiftration,  by  procraf- 
tina^ting  the  moment  of  embarraiTment,  only  encreafed  the  evil,  and  made  further  advances  in 
undermining  the  precipice ;  whilft  a  different  conduA,  more  fimple  and  more  liberal,  would 
multiply  the  lefources  of  the  fovereign,  and  perpetually  reftrain  him  from  every  fpecies  of  in- 
juftice« 

Mr. 
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1781  Mr.  Necker  divided  his  account  of  tlie  French  finances  into  three  parts.  The  firft  concern* 
ing  the  aAual  ftate  of  the  finances,  and  all  the  operations  which  related  to  the  Royal  Treafurys 
and  to  public  credit;  the  fecond  was  intended  to  unfold  the  operations  which  had  united  im- 
portant meafures  of  ceconomy  witli  great  advantages  in  government ;  and  in  the  third,  he  gives 
an  account  of  fome  difpofitions  and  regulations  which  had  lately  taken  place,  and  which  had 
for  their  objeft  the  general  welfare  of  the  people  and  the  welfare  of  the  ftate.  In  the  latter  part 
of  this  work,  Mr.  Necker  exprcffes  his  regret,  in  very  ftrong  terms,  that,  in  confequence  of 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  introduAion  of  reformations,  and  the  promotion  of  ceco-» 
jiomy,  had  not  been  produ£tive  of  all  thofe  beneficial  ^ffe&s  to  the  people,  which  they  might 
have  received  from  them,  if  peace  had  been  continued.  Had  no  war  broken  out,  many  of  the 
burthens  might  have  been  lightened,  their  taxes  might  have  been  reduced,  the  national  debt 
leilened,  canals  opened,  trade  promoted  and  extended,  new  and  ufeful  eftablifliments  founded 
in  the  kingdom,  and  various  bleflings  communicated  to  the  nation. 

This  fplendid  theory,  however,  has  not  anfwered  to  the  views  of  the  writer,  or  the  expec- 
tations of  the  people  for  whofe  ufe,  inftrudion,  and,  as  fome  hav^  thought,  for  whqfc  decep- 
tion it  was  written.  The  boaftcd  refources  of  France  have  not  yet  difcovcred  tliemfelves ;  nor 
have  the  efforts  of  public  oeconomy  given  the  promifed  credit  or  plenty  to  the  Exchequer  of 
that  kingdom.  Experience  refufes  to  fulfil  the  prediftions  of  Mr.  Necker.  While  the  credit 
of  France  is  feeble  and  languifhing,  that  of  Great  Britain  is  acquiring  new  energy,  and  em- 
bracing new  objefls. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Geneva,  as  it  produced  fome  commercial  projefts  which  will  be  hcre« 
after  ftated  in  this  work,  cannot  he  pafied  by  without  fome  particular  notice.  That  republic, 
'which  had  long  enjoyed  a.great  degree  of  tranquillity  and  happinefs,  was  now  unfortunately 
involved  in  much  civil  difcord,  in  confequence  of  very  violent  difputes  of  the  inhabitants, 
which  had  taken  place  between  the  ariftocratical  and  ^emocratical  parties.  Some  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  leading  men  of  tlie  republic,  appeared  much  inclined  to  encroach  upon  the  liber- 
ties of  the  common  people,  who,  on  their  part,  difcovered  a  determined  refolution  to  oppofe 
every  attempt  of  this  kind.  Thcfe  difputes  occafioned  fome  interference  of  the  cantons  of 
Zurich  and  Bern,  as  well  as  of  the  court  of  France ;  but  this  interpofition  ferved  only  to  in- 
<reafe  the  domeftic  troubles  of  the  republic.  It  was  the  ariftocratical  party  that  appears  Co  have 
been  raoft  favoured  by  the  court  of  France.. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  Magnificoes  of  Geneva,  by  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes,  in  the  name  of  .the  King  of  France,  exprefling  his  difiatisiaAion  that  the  cantons  of 
Zurich  and  Bern  were  not  difpofed  to  concur  with  him  in  fentiment,  either  on  the  necefiity 
of  a  fpeedy  pacification,  or  the  means  of  procuring  it.  His  Majefty,  therefore,  declared,  that 
he  fhould  leave  to  the  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Bern  the  care  of  reftoring  peace  to  the  republic  of 
Gene^'a;  at  the  lame  time,  cautioning  thofe  cantons,  not  to  confent  to  any  refolution,  which 
might  deprave  the  nature  of  the  government  of  Geneva,  by  turning  it  into  a  confufed  demo- 
cracy. This  would  be  an  innovation,  that  his  Majefty  was  interefted  in  preventing.  The 
French  monarch  alfo  acquainted  them,  that  he  would  take  all  the  orders  of  the  ftate  of  Geneva 
under  his  proteftion ;  and  that  if  any  one  fhould  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  life  or  liberty  of 
any  inhabitant  of  the  republic,  and  the  government  Ihould  fail  to  employ  tlic  neceflary  means 
topunifti  fuch.of&nder,  the  King  would  take  that  care  upon  himfelf;  as  alfo  of  jeftoring 
among  them  ^ood  order,  fpeedily,  and  by  all  means  which  his  power  could  command.    Thefe 
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1781  royal  menaces,  joined  to  the  internal  difturbances  of  the  Republic,  could  not  but  convey  verjr 
alarming  apprehenfions  to  the  friends  of  its  freedom  and  independence.      ^ 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  Bank  Stock  was  held  at  the  Bank,  in  the  month  of 
September,  to  determine  by  ballot  if  it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  proprietors  to  increafe  their  divi« 
dend  one-half  per  cent,  which  was  carried,  and  raifed  the  dividend  to  fix  per  cent.  On  the 
day  following,  the  proprietors  held  another  general  meeting,  to  confirm  the  ballot  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  and  alfo  to  make  a  call  of  eight  per  cent,  on  the  capital  ftock  of  the  company^ 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  to  be  paid  in  as  follows : 

1  Per  cent,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Oftober. 

2  Per  cent  on  the  twentieth  of  December. 

2  Per  cent,  on  the  fcventeenth  of  January^ 

3  Per  cent,  on  the  fifteenth  of  February^ 


8  Per  cent,  which  made  an  increafe  to  their  capital  ftock  of 
mm.  Former  capital, 

Encreafed  capital  ftock, 


862,400 
10,780,000 

11,642,400 


The  following  is  a  correct  account  of  the  number  of  houfes  in  certain  towns,  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  this  year,  by  the  tax  office. 


Towns, 

Houfes^ 

ItoWHS. 

Houfes. 

Exeter,                — 

if474 

Newcaftle,               —- 

2,219 

Plymouth, 

1,510 

Briftol,                 — 

3»247 

York,                 — 

2,285 

Bath,                    — 

i»i75 

Hull,                  — 

^370 

Ipfwich^                   — . 

1,244 

Sheffield,                 — 

2,022 

Birmingham,              - 

2,291 

Liverpool,  ^ 

—            3'974 

Cambridge,                — 

i»92S 

Manchefter,           — 

2,519 

Oxford,                  — 

2,316 

Norwich^                — 

2,302 

Dover,                     — 

M93 

Lynn,                   — 

662 

Nottingham,              - 

i»533 

Yarmouth, . 

^               682 

Northampton, 

—           706 

Shrewlbury, 

—              904 

The  following  report  of  the  late.  Board  of  Trade  is  ably  drawn  up,  and  conveys  much  in- 
formation relative  to  the  linen  manufaftnre.    From  its  date  it  (hould  have  found  a  place  under, 
the  preceding  year ;  batwelhould  not  think  ourfelves  juftified  in  with-hold|ng  k  merely  on 
that  account.- 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  Irish  Bills. 
Mj  Lordsy 
«•  Your  lordfhips  havir^  been  pleafed,  by  your  order  of  the  6th  inftant,  to  refer  to  us  a  bill,, 
lately  tranfmitted  firom  Ireland,  intitled,  *'  An  K6l  for  granting  Bounties  on  the  ExpcMt  of 
the  Linen  and  Hempen  Manufactures  of  this  Kingdom,  therein  enumerated  ;  and  for  repeal- 
ing the  Botlnties  on  Flax  Seed  imported,  and  for  encouraging  the  Growth  thereof  in  this^ 
Kingdom  ^"  and  having  rec^uired  us  to  report,  bow  fiur  the  provi£ons  of  the  faid  bill  may  af- 

fca 
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1781  fed  the  liiien  trade  of  this  kingdom,  we  fprt^with  proceeded  to  take  the  faoie  into  oxnr  confi* 
deration  accordingly. 

*'  Findiitgy  however,  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  fcek  for  much  information,  not  con-- 
tained  in  any  papers  tranfmitted  to  us,  we  defired  the  attendance  of  feveral  refpeftablc  mer- 
chants interefted  in  the  general  export  trade,  and  in  the  linen  manufafiures  of  Manchefter  and 
Scotland,  as  alfo  of  fome  principal  faftors  concerned  in  the  imports  and  exports  of  Irifli  linens^ 
and  of  other  perfons  cpnverfant  in  the  extenfive  fubjeft  before  us.  In  the  refult,  we  now  beg 
leave  to  report  to  your  lordihips, 

'*  That  thofe  claufes  in  the  bill  which  repeal  certain  bounties  now  payable  on  imported  flax 
feed  or  linfeed,  and  apply  the  average  annual  amount  thereof  to  encovirage  the  growth  of  flax 
feed  and  hemp  feed  in  Ireland,  cannot  aifeft  the  ii>tere^^  of  the  linen  trade  of  this  kingdom, 
and  are,  fo  far  as  bounties  may  in  any  cafe  be  expedient,  wifely  find  providently  applied  by 
thefe  new  provifions,  to  promote  the  intcreft  of  the  Irifh  linen  trade. 

<'  The  value  of  flax  feed  annually  imported  into  Ireland  was,  in  1773,  eftimated  at  from 
6o,oooL  to  8o,oool.  exclufive  of  this  great  eypenoe)  it  is  the  evident  intereft  of  that  kingdpm 
to  give  every  reafonable  encouragement  to  the  internal  produce  of  materials  on  w];iich  herftaple 
manufadure  depends,  and  to  which  her  foil  and  climate  are  peculiarly  fuitaUc ;  and  the  truft-* 
ing  to  her  foreign  importation  for  the  fupply  of  flax  feed,  is  more  efpecially  ineligible,  as  the 
feed  fo  imported  is  (aid  not  to  be  fo  good  and  fo  certain,  as  that  which  is  raifed  by  the  Iriih 
culture. 

'*  It  is  confident  with  the  fame  reafoning,  and  equally  unconneded  with  any  fpecial  interefls 
of  our  linen  trade,  that  the  bill  impofe3  a  duty  of  6d.  per  gallpn  on  imported  linfeed  oil,  which 
is  chiefly  imported  from  Holland,  and  applies  the  prodvice  in  ^id  of  the  qew  bounty  above- 
mentioned.  And  here  we  fliall  take  occafion  to  obferve,  th^t  fvvcb  farther  duties  as  are  impof- 
ed  by  the  bill  for  the  farther  purpo&s  therein  fpeciiied,  capf)ot  ^omp  within  the  import  of  your 
lordfhips  general  queftion  xefpefting  our  linen  trade ;  for  they  confift  in  an  additional  charge 
of  five  per  cent«  on  the  produce  of  all  impoft,  excile,  and  cuftoms  inwards,  except  on  tobacco, 
fugar,  hops,  and  the  produce  of  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America,  the  Weft  Indies,  or  the  fet* 
tlements  in  Africa,  wbereen  any  duties  may  be  impofed,  *or  altered,  during  the  prefent  feflion 
of  Parliament,  and  except  alfo  on  any  firitilh  hops  or  fugars. 

^'  We  prefume,  then,  that  we  have  done  right  in  confining  our  attention  and  inquiries  to 
the  remaining  provifions  of  the  bill,  by  which  bounties  are  given  to  certain  fpecies  of  Irifli 
linens  exported  to  Africa,  America,  Spain,  Portugal,  Gibraltar,  and  Minorca ;  and  alfo  to 
Iriih  made  fail  cloth  exported  to  any  place  except  Great  Britain. 

'*  In  examining  thefe  bounties,  we  found  them  in  mofl  refpe£ls  fimilar  to  the  bounties 
granted  in  Great  Britain  upon  the  exportation  of  Britifli  or  Irifli  linens.  There  is  fome  fmall 
difference  with  regard  to  linens  of  5d^  per  yard,  which  are  fo  ftated  in  the  Irifli  bill,  in  order  to 
anfwer  ours  of  5d.  Englifli  money,  inilead  of  being  put  at  5d.  Vt9  the  proportion  in  Irifli 
money  ;  in  confeq'uence  of  which,  the  bounty  given  in  Ireland  is,  in  a'flight  degree,  higher 
than  it  is  in  Great  Britain.  There  is,  however,  a  difierence  much  more  material  in  the  bounty 
on  fail  cloth,  which,  in  the  Irifli  bill,  at  6td.  upon  every  three  ells,  although  in  England  it 
is  only  id.  per  cU.  In  other  particulars  we  do  not  obfcrve  any  diflPcrence,  except  in  the  deno- 
mination of  money,  for  the  purpoic  of  equalizing  the  feveral  bounties,  refpeftively,  to  the 

proportions  of  what  are  given  in  this  kingdom* 

**  In 
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1781  **  In  taking  a  review  of  the  laft-mcntioned  bounties,  which,  on  the  average,  arc  about  i% 
percent,  in  favour  of  low-priced  linens  exported,  it  may  not  be  immaterial  to  ftate  to  your 
lordftiips  the  manner  in  whidi  the  Britifh  bounties  have  operated  in  favour  of  the  Irilh  manu- 
failure.  The  firft  bounties  on  linen  exported  took  place  in  17439  and  the  export  from  Eng- 
land, of  Irifh  linen^  intitled  to  bounty,  was,  Jards. 
In  1743,                —                —                 — —                40,907 

i753»  x.039,967 

1763*  —  —  2*588,564 

^773>  ——  -—  2,832,246 

**  This  increafe  has  been  aided  alfo  by  accumulated  duties  on  the  import  of  foreign  linen) 
into  this  kingdom,  notwithftanding  that  fuch  duties  are  faid  to  have  operated  to  the  prejudice 
of  OUT  own  woollen  trade,  by  inducing  foreign  powers  to  lay  reciprocal  burdens  and  reftric* 
tions  on  our  woollen  manufaflures.  The  confequence,  however,  has  been,  with  refpeft  to 
the  Irifh  flaple,  that  the  general  import  of  Irifh  linens  has  alfo  been  increafed  very  greatly  ; 
for,  the  Irifh  linens  imported  into  London,  and  the  out-ports,  were, 

Tards^ 
In  1743,  ^— •  —  6,418,375 

i773«  — '  —  17,876,617 


Increafcy  1 1,458,242 


^*  That  this  may  be  attributed  to  the  fyftem  of  bounties  and  duties,  rather  than  the  general 
increafe  of  our  trade,  will  fufGciently  appear  from  the  proportionable  decreafe  in  the  import 
and  export  of  foreign  linens,  compared  at  the  fame  periods. 

'*  Foreign  linens  imported  into  London  and  the  out-ports,  were. 

Ells. 
In  1743,  18,584,503 

i773»  — —  — —  8,954>649 


Decreafe,  9,629,854 


*'  Foreign  linens  exported  from  London  and  the  out-ports,  were. 

Ells. 
In  1743,  —  —  ^,894,837 

•i773»  -   —  —  4.385»3i76 


Decreafe,  5*509,561 


**  In  order  to  fliew  further  the  importance  of  this  confideration  between  the  two  kingdoms^ 
dt  deferves  remark,  that  the  total  value  of  linen  cloth  exported  from  Ireland  was, 

£• 

In  1741,  —  —  480,516 

175N  75i»993 

1761,  803,258 

177^  1,691,787 

And  it  is  efiimated,  that  about  7-8ths  of  that  whole  export  is  fent  to  Great  Britain. 

3        .  **  Having 
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1 78 1  "  Having  obferved,  that  our  fyftcm  of  linen  bounties  and  linen  duties,  (though  poffibly, 
in  a  few  cafes,  exceptionable  in  the  great  fcale  of  commercial  policy,}  has  proved  an  eiTential 
encouragement  to  the  Irifh  ilaple,  we  think  it  right  ta  add,  that  it  has  alfo  been  the  means  of 
forcing  forwards  an  extenfive  linen  manufadure  in  this  kingdom,  though  llruggling  under  si 
great  difadvantage  as  to  the  growth  and  fupply  of  the  raw  material. 

**  The  export  of  Britilh  linen,  intitled  to  bounty,  was,  Tards^ 

In  1743,  52,779 

i75?>        641,510 

1763*        2,308,310 

i773»        5.23S»266 

•*  The  increafe  in  the  exports  of  Britifh  and  Irilh  linens,  not  intitled  to  bounty,  has,  dur* 
ing  the  periods  above-mentioned,  been  nearly  as  great  in  value,,  though  not  in  quantity ;  and 
'  has  been  much  promoted  by  the  duties  on  foreign  linens,  which,  when  exported,  leave  behind 
a  certain  part  of  the  duties  paid  on  importation,  and  are  fubjcft  to  other  cuftom-houfe  charges^ 
fo  that,  before  they  can  be  re-fliippcd,  there  is  a  difadvantage  againfl  the  foreign  manufafturer^ 
equivalent  from  5  to  6  per  cent. 

^'  On  thefe  fa£ls  your  lordfhips  will  obferve,  that  England  is  the  principal  market  for  IriHi 
linens,  to  the  annual  amount  in  value  of  more  than  one  million  llerling ;  and  that  fo  large  » 
fum  is  paid  by  this  kingdom,  not  fo  much  for  export,  41s  for  her  own  internal  confumption, 
at  leaft  4-5ths  of  the  whole  quantity  of  imported  Irifh  linens,  and  thofe  of  the  higheft  price, 
being  confumed  in  England.  The  other  i-5thonIy  is  exported;  your  lordfliips  will  fee,  then, 
that  Ireland  has  a  folid  and  permanent  market  for  her  linen  at  prcfent^  whence  fhe  draws 
fpeedy  and  certain  payments,  and  is  thereby  enabled  to  make  large  returns.  And,  confe- 
quently,  the  export  of  i-5th  to  the  places  fpecified  in  the  bill,  and  the  refulting  advantages  of 
that  export,  in  a  general  extenfion  of  trade,  muft  be^tbe  objeft  of  the  prefent  bilL  The  trac* 
ing  how  this  may  operate  in  Ireland,  will  beft  lead  us  to  the  probable  efFe£ls  of  the  meafure  on 
the  linen  trade  of  this  kingdom,  and  thereby  enable  us  to  throw  fome  light  on  your  lordfhips 
enquiry. 

**  From  a  comparifon  of  what  has  been  ftatcd  to  us  by  different  gentlemen,  whofe  evidence 
we  have  taken,  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  average  expence  of  freight,  commiflion,  ware— 
houfing,  wharfage,  and  other  incidents  attending  the  import  of  Irifh  linen  into  Britifh  ports,, 
in  order  to  its  export  from  thence,  ought  to  be  eflimated  at  lefs  than  5!  per  cent.  Th?  boun- 
ties, therefore,  being  equalized  in  the  two  kingdoms,  Ireland  will  be  able  to  export  tliia  article, 
under  the  new  opening  given  to  her  trade,  to  an  advantage  over  the  Englifh  exporter,  equal 
to  5i:  per  cent. 

**  This  advantage  will,  for  a  certain  period,  be  much  coui^terbalanced  by  the  long  credits 
which  will  be  necefTary  in  the  markets  to  which  fhe  mufl  go ;  by  the  uncertain  returns  from 
thofe  markets  ;  by  the  difficulties  of  fuddenly  diverting  any  trade  from  its  accuflomed  channel; 
and  alfo  by  the  inability  of  the  Irifh  merchants  to  fend  full  and  well-aflbrted  cargoes,  fuch  as 
are  fent  from  England,  and  which  include  India  goods,  foreign  linens,  and  the  various  articles 
of  manufa£lure  to  be  collefled  from  Manchefler,  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Norwich,  and  elfe- 
where.  All  thefe  embarrafTments  are  likely  to  bear  hard  on  the  firfl  adventurers  ;  but  means  of 
palliating  thefe  will  gradually  be  found;  and  it  muft  be  expected,  that  an  exifting  operative 
advantage,  in  favour  of  any  branch  of  trade,  will  ultimately  effectuate  its  eftablifhment. 

<*  Under 
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"  Under  thefc  confide  lotions  we  fee,  with  fomc  regret,  an  experiment  ending  to  interrupt 
and  Iiaxard  a  great  branch  of  commercial  intercourfe  between  the  two  countries,  which  has 
been  highly  and  reciprocally  advantageons.  We  are  convinced  too,  that  this  new  fpecuIation» 
fo  far  as  it  fucceeds>  will  operate  to  the  diminution  of  our  export  trade, — to  the  diminution 
alfo  of  the  returns  for  that  trade;  and^  confequently^  to  the  pt^judice  of  our  navigation,  and 
of  the  commercial  interefts  in  general;  but  tve  cannot  think  that  fuch  mifchiefs  are  fuddenly 
to  be  expefted  to  any  confiderable  extent. 

**  If,  however,  contrary  to  thefo  reafonings,  fuch  a  revulfion  of  trade  fhould  take  place,  it 
may  be  well  to  have  forcfeen  and  confidered  how  iar  Great  Britain  would  have  fome  remedy 
within  her  own  reach.  The  foreign  manufa£turers,  notwithftanding  the  difadvantages  under 
which  they  labour  by  the  operation  of  our  bounties  and  duties,  which  amount,  in  their  average 
tffeA,'  to  near  15  per  cent,  have  been  able  to  p^eferve  fome  degree  of  competition,  efpecially  iti 
the  fine  linens  ;  a  fmall  redudion  therefore  in  thofe  duties  would,  in  the  event  fuppofed,  en« 
able  t\m  kingdom  to  fupply  herfelf  with  linens  as  cheap  as  ever,  and  with  advantage  to  the 
revenue.  It  might  probably,  too,  obtain  in  return  a  larger  confumption  of  woollen  manufac- 
tures and  other  goods  upon  the  continent  of  Europe. 

"  If,  however,  the  firft  cfffeft  of  the  bill  in  queftion  fhould  tend  to  raifc  the  price  of  tho 
Irifh  linen,  which  it  probably  may,  and  which  we  are  aifured  has  already  happened  in  fome 
degree,  it  may  be  expefied,  that  a  larger  importation  of  foreign  linens  will  at  once  take  place 
without  any  lowering  the  duties;  and  this  will  more  particularly  happen  in  the  inftance  of 
foreign  linens  imported  for  home  cqnfumpdon,  if,  by  the  direft  export  of  low-priced  linens 
from  Ireland,  the  Irilh  drapers  fhould  no  longer  be  able  to  make  fuitable  afTortments  for  the 
Englffh  market, 

"  The  confequence  would  be,  that  the  import  of  Irifh  linens  in  goreral  would  be  confidcr* 
ably  dimini(hed,  and  thofe  concerned  in  the  fine  brinch  of  the  m  nufa£lure  would  fufFer  in 
their  bufinefs.  Another  confequence  would  be,  if  it  fhould  be  thought  expedient  to  continue 
^e  bounties,  as  at  prefent,  that  the  demand  from  the  Britifh  manufaftures  increafing  much, 
their  produce  would  alfo  increafe  in  proportion ;  for  it  deferves  remark,  that,  though  this  king-* 
dom  carries  on  her  linen  trade,  fubjeft  to  great  and  irremoveable  difadvantages,  fhe  is  fuppofed 
at  prefent  to  manufaQure  more  linens  than  are^xported  from  Ireland,  and  is  therefore  in  that 
improved  itate  of  the  bufinefs,  which  can  furnifh  a  quick  fupply  to  any  fudden  deficiency  or 
increafed  demand. 

'^  Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  meafure  before  us,  we  are  not  called  upon  tp  form  an  opi«* 
nion,  how  far  its  fudden  adoption,  though  favourable  to  the  interefts  of  the  Dublin  faflors, 
and  calcukited  to  accelerate  and  extend  the  benefits  of  the  North  America  and  Wefl  India 
commerce  now  open  to  Ireland,  is  likely  to  promote  the  increafe  andfecurity  of  the  Irifh  ftaple 
manufafture.  With  refpcft  to  the  operations  of  riiat  roeafure  on  the  linen  trade  of  this  king* 
dom,  it  IS  necefTary  to  advert  to  the  flate  both  of  our  exports  and  of  our  manufa£tures ;  and, 
with  regard  to  the  firft,  we  fubmit  to  your  lordfhtps,  that,  as  far  as  the  direct  export  of  linen 
from  Irehind  may  take  place  in  confequence  of  the  bounty  now  propofed  by  Ireland,  in  fo 
Aiuch  wrll  our  exports  be  aflFeded,  and  the  detriment  rcfulting  to  our  general  trade  from  that 
circuitoflance,  will  be .  increafed  by  the  returns  made  for  fuch  exports,  and  by  all  the  collateral 
confequences  of  a  proportionable  transfer  of  our  navigation  and  general  commerce  to  the  ports 
of  Irelai>d.  With  refpe^,  however,  to  the  operation  on  our  linen  manufaftures,  we  think 
lliem  muck  nnore  likely  to  be  promoted  than  injured  by  it ;  and  we  truft,  for  the  reafons  which 

'  wc 
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1781  we  have  already  detailed  to  your  iordihips»  tliattbe  latter  effeft  may  he  cxpeAed  irom  ttiit 
bill,  and  that  the  former  will  not  fpeedily  take  place  19  any  confidcrable  extent. 

/*  We  ought,  before  we  clofe  this  report,  to  take  notice  of  that  part  of  tlie  bill  which  ex- 
tends the  bounty  to  the  exported  checked  lineni,  of  which  our  aaooal  exportation  from  Lon« 
don  and  the  out-port^,  is  at  prefent  to  the  amount  of  lao^oool.  This  valuable  branch  of  trade, 
which  is  chiefly  fupplied  at  prefent  by  Manehefter,  is  certainly  liable  to  be  affe£led  by  the 
bounty  now  propofcd  in  Irehnid ; — it  has  hitherto  -been  fuppbrt^d  by  the  vigour  and  enter- 
prifing  fpirit  of  our  manufa&ufers,  though  under  the  difadvantage  of  citlier  purchafing  the  raw 
material  from  Ireland,  wh«*e  it  is  fubjeft  to  a  duty  upon  epqK^rtation,  or  from  Embden,  Ham- 
burgh, and  other  places,  where  it  is  fold  at  a  high -price.  It  is  eafy,  however,  to  forefce,  that 
Ireland,  having  the  material  ^nd^he  export,  muft  gradually  and  ultimately  have  gained  ground 
in  this  branch  of  trade,  even  wiAout  the  bounty ;  and  yet  with  that  advantage  it  Nmay  be  doubt- 
ed whether  {he  will  fuddenly  iurmount  the  various  embarrxflSnents,  which  ihe  has  to  eucounterf 
and  which  we  iiave  already  deferibed  to  your  lordlhips. 

(Signed),  CarxisX/E, 

C.   F.   Gjt.£VXLLF, 

WiLMAM  Eden, 
Andhsw  Stuart, 
£•  GiBBoir. 
The  quantity  of  linon  exported  from  Ireland  to  every  country,  exdufive  of  Great  Britain, 
diftingmlhing.each.cpuntry  for  the  year,  ending  the  ajth  of  March,  2781. 

IarJs^ 
Eatt  Cotintry,  •«.  ^-— -  99>6ia 

Holland,  -•-*•  .  ••*rt«  r'w**  67,826 

Spain  and  Portugal,  t-— -.-  •••»--  108,215 

America,  "•    '  -'m  i.  2188,973 

Wo^  Indies,  -^-^^^  -^*-*^  142,099 

The  quantity  of  linen  yarn  exported  this  fame  year  to  Great  Britain^  was  37,202  hundred 
Weighty  value  223,2151. 

The  export  of  frize  from  Irebmd,  during  this  yoar^  was  moftly  to  America,  and  amounted 
to  no  iQore  than  1779  yards* 

Of  old  drapery,  there  was  imported  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland  in  this  year  326,578  yards. 
Qf  new  drapery  4339X98  yards. 

It  appears  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  books,  that  there  was  no  exportation  of  iilks  or^mixturea 
t>f  filksfrom  Ireland,  till  the  year  1781,  when  there  was  exported  of  thofe  articles  as  follows : 

It.  oz. 
Ribbands,  ^  •— -  — *-  13    8 

Manufadured  filk,  ^rr^frm  -?--  490    jj- 

Thrown,  dyed,  'u  1  -trr-r  25    o 

No  GOtton  yarn,  manufaAures  and  mixtures  of  ootton  were  exported  fcom  Iceland  previous 
to  this  year,  when  the  exports  were  as  follows :  Cotton,  239  pounds  .weight ;  manufaiftures 
and  mixtures  of  cotton,  tothe  value  of  157I.  7s.)  fuilians,  1,108  yards. 

There  were  alfo  exported  from  Ireland,  during  this  year,  hardware  to  the  .value  of  t6L  3s. ; 
ironmongers  ware  to  the  amount  of  253I.  6s*  3d. ;  ai^d  25  hundred  weight  of  wrought  iron. 
Vou  IV.  3D  The 
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2781      The  export  of  glafs  from  Irelandy  in  X781,  was  as  folTows :  1,892  dozen  of  bottles  ;  anj 
glafs  ware  to  the  value  of  35U  8s,  lod.    There  was  no  export  of  glafs  from  Ireland  previous  t^ 
the  year  1780. 
Importation  of  ftockings  into  Ireland  in  this  year. 

Cotton  ftockings^  -^  —  '7*338' 

Silk  ditto,  — —  ^— ^  431 

Silk  aixd  thread,  — —  ■  24. 

Siik  and  worfted,  — -  ■'  228. 

Thread,  ——  ■—  29,655. 

Woollen,  ■  '  331. 

Worfted,  »  —  5*1  n 

Exportation  of  ftockings  from  Ireland  in  the  fame  period. 

Thread  ftockings,  — —  —  432  dozen,  4  pair^ 

Woollen,  '  ■  ■     ■  ■  297  dozen,  1 1  pair^ 

Worfted,  ■  ^^^43  dozen,  i  pair* 

The  number  of  hats  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  amounted  to  i»404. 
The  importation  of  upholftery  into  Ireland,  in  1781,.  was  to  the  value  of  4,805].  13s.  id.  r 
export  of  ditto,  in  the  fame  year,  was  to  the  amount  of  1 13I.  6s.  8d. 

The  quantity  of  books  and  paper  exported  from  Ireland  in  one  year,  ending  at  the  25th  of 
March,  1781,  was  as  follows  :  books^  bound,  to  the  value  of  iL  19s.  6d. ;  and  15  cwt^.3  qrs» 
14  lb.  weiglu  of  books  unbound:  writing  paper,  22  reams. 

In  this  year,  147  bounty  ve({els  were  at  the  fiihery  in  Lough  Swilly,  whicli  is  the  principal 
herring  fiftiery  in  Ireland :  -t^hey  expended^  in  the  cure  of  filh,  1,914  tons  of  fait ;  which  fait 
cured  in  bulk,  (allowing  30  maize,  or  15,000  fifli,  to  ojie  ton  of  fait)  57,420  maize. 
One  hundred  and  feventeen  veflcls  alfo-from  Liverpool  and  the  Ifle  of  Man,  purchafed  cargoes 
in  Lough  Swilly  for  their  red-herring  houfcs.  They  purchafed  and  royaled,  witktbe  falfe 
they  brought,  49,950  maiae  or  barrels,  and  paid  12,4871.  los* 

The  value  of  the  total*  imports  from  Great  Britain  mto  Ireland,  this  year,  was        2,432,41 7~ 
Whereof  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufa£ture  of  Great  Britain,  amounted  to      1,486,317 


Remains  of  foreign^  >  946,  KX>. 

Whereof  African,  American  and  Afiatic,  about  •— ^  —  8oo,ooa> 


Remains  of  other  countries,  »— «*  146,100 


In  tliis  year  Portugal  prohibited  the  importation  of  printed  linens  from  Ireland,  and  evens 
ordered  fuch  parcels  as  were  then  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  to  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Portuguefe  make  a  good  deal  of  common  linen,  and  coarfe  kind  of  table  linen  fbr  their 
own  confumption,  nor  is  their  demand  for  fine  linen  from  other  countries  confiderable.— The 
French  white  linens  imported  into  Portugal  in  1776  and  177.7,  amounted  only  to  20,000 
pieces,  and  the  Cambrayas  were  not  fo  much  r  but  the  chief  importation  is  of  narrow  Britan- 
nias  from  Hamburg,  amounting  in  1777  to  near  200,000  pieces :  thefe  are  confumed  in  the 
Portuguefe  colonies ;  and  the  manufadure  of  Brltaia  and  Irelsuid  has  not  yet  rivalled  thenv 
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1781  in  chcapncft.    Irifli  linens  pay  in  proportion  to  thofc  of  France  as  UO  is  to  100 ;  the  Irifh 
being  imported  as  Olanda  contrafatay  or  counterfeit  Hollands. 

An  account  of  goods  and  merchandize,  being  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufafture  of  Afia, 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  from  thence  exported  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  from  the 
25th  of  March,  1780,  indufivc,  to  the  25th  of  March,  1781. 

Denom^inatzons*  Quantity.  Value» 

Lbs.  Tards.  jT.      s.     dm 

Stained  Callico,  —  — —  1,585  39^    5    o 

White  ditto,  —  — —  402  80    8    o 

Mqflin,  —  — -^         74»220{-  12,370     i     8 

India  Siiks  and  Stuffs,  ■— —  3  'S    o 

Drugs,  —  —  — : 7,677     I     9t 

Cinnamon,  —  7>323  "'  '  '    '  2,929    4    o 

Cloves,  —  —  1^943  ^^ 971  10    o  . 

Mace,  —  —  Ij944  j  1,620    o    o 

Nutmegs,  ^—  —  7>i76  ■  3*588    q    o 

Pepper,  ~  ~  53»727  — 3»58i  16    o 

Fiemento,  --*  —  555  ■  -        27  15    o 

Rice,  —  —  85,799 609    9    li 

Saltpetre,  —      —  102,116  ■■      ■    ■  2,279    7-    ^ 

China  raw  Silks,  —  68,429  ■  68,429    «    o 

BoheaTea,  —  1,224,506  — — —  122,450  12    o 

Green  ditto,  —  S^l^^^l  '  ^55>i38    2    o  - 

kS*  China  ware  is  omitted  in  this  account,  being  confounded  with  earthen  ware  frotn 
England. 

The  following  is  an  exaA  account  of  the  woollen  cloth  made  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  York* 
fhire,  from  March  1780,  to  March  1781 ;  with  the  amount  of  the  increafe  from  the  twelve 
months  preceding  that  period : — 

Broad  cloth, — 102,118  pieces,  containing  3,099,127  yards :  increafed  this  year,  7,593  pi^^cs, 
containing  399*496  yards. 

Narrow  cloth,— 98,721  pieces,  containing  2,67^,397  yards:  increafed  this  year,  ii,4i2pieces, 
•containing^  100,073  yards. 

In  this  year  above  50,000  tons  of  iron  were  imported  from  RufCa  and  Sweden  :  but  the 
importatioji  yearly  from  the  former  of  thefe  places,  does  not  exceed  26,000  tons ;  and  from 
the  latter,  16,000  tons,  on  an  average  of  the  laft  twelve  years. 

The  quantity  of  indigo  imported  this  year  into  England  from  the  Eaft  Indies^  amounted  to 
a4,3i7:lbs. 

The  following  quantity  of  Britiih  and  Dutch  fhipping  paiTed  tlie  Sound,  to  and  from  the 
Baltic,  during  the  three  following  years  :— 

w    ^779    Britiflv,        -*-        1651  Dutch,        —        2075 

1780  Ditto,  —        1701  Ditto,  — .        2058 

1781  Ditto,  —        200J  Ditto,  —  9 

The  Britifh  fhipping  that  went  to  Hamburg,  and  other  parts  of  the  north,  was  alfo  very 
conliderable  :  but  of  the  2001  Britiih  (hips  faid  to  have  pafled  the  Soui>d  in  1781,  the  real 
amount  was  not,  probably,  much  above  1000 ;  the  greater  j>art  having  made  two  voyages. 
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The  intet6epti6n  of  ffae  large;  fleet  under  the  coirvoy  pf  Admirail  Zovtnian,  aird  tbe  fubie* 
quent  blockade  of  the  Dutch  ports,  fufficienciy  accounts  for  the  ajipafent  anmbilation  of  the 
trade  of  Holland  to  the  Baltic  duringvthis  year ;  the  neutral  powers,  confequently,  reaped  con- 
fiderable  advantages  from  this  cireumftance ;  as  they,  by  this  itieans,  became  the  principal  car- 
riers in  the  Dutch  and  French  commerce.  Many  of  the  Dutch  merchantmen  went  alfo  under 
Imperial,  Svredifh,  Pruflian,  Ruflian,  or  Danifh  colours ;  and  feme  Englifh'  fhips  did  the  fame^ 
by  which  they  favcd  confiderably  in  the  premium  of  infurance. 

The  number  of  (hips  employed  from  Enghmd  in  the  whale-fiflicry  to  Davis*s  ftraits  and  the 
Greenland  feas,  during  the  courfe  of  this  year,  amounted  to  34;  the  bounty  at  40s.  per  ton.— - 
In  confequence  of  the  war,  the  Dutch  had  no  (hips  on  that  ii(hery. 

An  accbtmt  of  corn  and  grai^n  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England  and  Scotland. 


EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 


1781. 
England. 

Wheat,  — 

Wheat  Flotir^  &c. 

Rye,  ~ 

Barlej^,  — 

Malt,  — 

Oats,  — 

Ottmealp  •-■ 

-  Beans,  — 

Pas,  — 

Scotland* 
Wheat,  — 

Wheat  Fl6ur, 
Barley  and  Bear, 
Barley  Meal,        — 
Barley  hulled,        — 
Malt,  — 

Oats,  *- 

Oatmeal, , 
Peas  and  Beans, 

Bifcuit,  — 


Briiijb 

86,045 

IP7,9«8 
7.99« 

I5i»48 
2,8x6 

82 

9.336 

15.588 

199 

&a 

5.040    ' 
1,171 

5,660 
550 

CM,  qrt. 
6,383     I 


Foreign 

1,7*6 

3.53* 
150 


18,215 
116 

430 
290 


1781. 

garters 

England. 

Wheat,             — 

143.77a 

Wheat  Flour, 

15.9*4 

Rye,             — 

10,743 

Barley,          — 

56 

Oats,               — 

55.50a 

Oatine»f,          — • 

367 

Beans,           — 

3.244 

Peas,               — 

14,508 

Scotland. 

Wheat  Flour,        — 

.       99 

Oats,        "     — 

S3r576 

a. 

o 


Bifcuit,  — 


iWt.  qrs^  Hi 
43    o    *7 


The  bounties  and  drawbacks  on  corn  and  grain  exported  from  England  in  this  year,  amoun* 
ted  to  26,6631.  13s.  ofd. 

The  annotint  of  the  bounties  psdd  on  corn  and  grain  exported  from  Scotland,  daring  the  fame 
period,  was  5,6531.  los.  9^. 

The  duties  on  corn  imported  into  pngland,  was  4,275!.  4s.  9d. ;  and,  in  Scotland,  they 
amounted  to  4471*  6s.  3-J4* 

The  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bufliel,  for 
tliis  year,  was  as  follows  :— 

Wheat,  js.  jd. ;  rye,  3$.  ^^d. ;  barley,  as.  i|d,;  oats,  is.  S^d. ;  beans,  as.  lo^d. 

The 
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178^1      The  following  arc  the  varfations  of  the  public  funds  during  this  year,  with  the  highcll  and 
loweft  prices  arranged  oppofiie  to  each  month. 


January,   {  ;^»| 

February,  I  \ 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

Auguft, 

SeptcraK  Pj9 
Oftober,   h^l 
Novemb. 
Decemb 

The  following  bills  relative  to  trade  and  commerce  received  the  royal  ailent  in  the  feflion  of 
Parliament  which  commenced  on  November  i,  1780,  and  was  prorogued  on  the  iSth  of  July, 
17812 

A  bill  for  the  better  fupply  of  mariners  to  ferve  in  his  Majefty's  fhips  of  war,  and  on  board 
merchant-ihips, 

Forextending  the  proviiions  of  three  ads  made  in  the  j8th,  19th,  and  20th  years  of  his 
prefent  Majefty^s  reign>  with  refpeA  to  bringing  prize-goods  into  this  kingdom ;  to  prizes 
taken  from  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces ;  for  declaring  what  goods  (hall  be 
deemed  military  or  (hip  ftores  ;  for  regulating  the  fale  of,  and  afcertaining  the  duties  upon, 
Eaft  India  goods,  condemned  as  prize  in  the  port  of  London ;  for  permitting  the  purchafers  o{ 
prize-goods  condemned  abroad,  to  import  fuch  goods  into  this  kingdom,  under  the  like  re« 
gulations  and  advantages  as  are  granted  by  law  to  the  captors  themfelves  y  and  for  reducing 
the  duties  on  foreign  prize  tobacco. 

For  the  encouragement  of  feamen,  and  the  more  fpeedy  and  effeAual  manning  of  his  Ma* 
jcfty*s  navy. 

For  further  continuing  an  aft  made  in  the  19th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  allowing 
the  importation  of  fine  organzined  Italian  thrown  lilk,  in  any  fhips  or  veflels,  for  a  limited 
time* 

For  railing  a  certain  fum  by  way  of  annuities  and  a  lottery,  and  for  confolidating  certain 
annuities,  &c« 

For 


39^  AK    HISTORICAL    AND    C  H«.0  NO  L  OGI  C  A  L     DE'DtXCTlOlf 


A.  9. 


ifii      For  repealing  the  difcounts  and  abatements  upon  certain  foreign  goods,  and  for  granting 
additional  duties  upon  tobacco  and  fugar  imported  into  Great  Britain. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  an  additional  duty  upon  the  produce  of  the  feveral  duties  under 
the  managcinejit  of  tlie  refpe£tive  commiflioners  of  the  excife  in  Great  Britain. 

To  permit  the  importation  of  fiax  and  flax-feed  into  this  kingdom  and  Ireland,  in  any  fhip 
or  vcflel  belonging  to  any  kingdom  or  ftatc  in  amity  with  his  Majefty,  navigated  with  foreign 
.    inariners,  during  the  prefent  hoflilities. 

For  repealing  the  prefent  duties  upon  paper,  pafte-boards,  mill-boards,  and  fcak-boards 
made  in  Grreat  Britain';  and  for  granting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

For  permitting  good«  the  produfl  or  manufaflure  of  certain  places  within  the  Levant  ot 
Mediterranean  feas,  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Irel»id,  in  Britifh  or  foreign  veiiels, 
from  any  place  whatfoever ;  and  for  laying  a  duty  on  cotton  and  cotton  wool  imported  into 
this  kingdom,  in  foreign  fhips  or  veflcls,  during  the  prefent  hoftilitics. 

To  permit,  during  the  prefent  hoftilities,  the  importation  of  goods  the  produce  of  the  plan- 
tations  of  the  crown  of  Portugal,  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Portuguefe  veffels  ;  and 
the  importation  of  certain  other  goods  therein  mentioned,  in  any  neutral  fhips  or  veflcls. 

To  continue  feveral  laws  relating  to  the  opening  and  eftablifliing  certain  free  ports  in  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica ;  for  allowing  the  free  importation  of  fago  powder  and  vermicelli  from  his  Majefty's 
colonies  in  North  America ;  for  the  free  importation  of  raw  hides  and  fkins  from  Ireland  and 
the  Britilh  plantations  in  America ;  for  the  exportation  of  provifions,  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandize, to  certain  places  in  North  America,  which  are,  or  may  be  under  the  prote£lion  of 
his  Majefty's  arms  ;  and  from  fuch  places,  to  Great  Britain,  and  other  parts  of  his  Majefty's 
dominions,  &c. 

For  continuing  and  amending  an  aft  made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  entitled,  "  An 
aft  for  appointing  and  enabling  commiilioners  to  examine,  take,  and  ftate  the  public  accounts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  to  report  what  balances  are  in  the  hands  of  the  accountants,  which  may 
be  applied  to  the  public  fervice,  and  what  defefts  there  are  in  the  prefent  mode  of  reviewing, 
collefting)  iiTuing,  and  accounting  for  public  money ;  and  in  what  more  expeditious  and 
efFeftual,  and  lefs  expenfive  manner,  the  faid  fervice  can,  in  future,  be  regulated  and  carried 
on  for  the  benefit  of  the  public." 

To  direft  the  payment  into  the  Exchequer  of  the  refpeftire  balances  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  feveral  perfons  therein  named,  and  for  indemnifying  the  faid  perfons  and  their  reprefenta** 
tives  againft  all  future  claims  relating  thereto,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

For  continuing  the  encouragement  and  reward  to  perfons  making  certain  difcoveries  for 
afcertaining  tfie  longitude  at  fea,  or  making  other  ufeful  difcoveries  and  improvements  in 
navigation,  and  for  making  experiments  relating  thereto. 

For  eftablifliing  an  agreement  with  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  the  payment  of  the  fum  of 
400,oool.  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  for  granting  the  faid  Company,  for  a  further  term,  the 
fole  and  excluHve  trade  to  and  from  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  for  eftablifliing  certain  regulations 
for  the  better  management  of  the  faid  Company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,  and  for  re- 
cruiting the  military  forces  of  the  faid  Company. 

Alfo  a  bill  for  explaining  and  amending  fo  much  of  the  aforefaid  aft  as  relates  to  the  admi- 
niilration  of  juftice  in  Bengal,  under  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature ;  and 
alfo  for  indemnifying  the  Governor-General  and  Council  of  Bengal,  and  all  officers  who  have 
afted  under  their  orders  or  authoritv,  in  refiftance  to  the  proccfs  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sup- 
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1781  Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year  :— 

For  90,cxx3  feamen,  including  20,317  marines^  ordnance,  &c» 
For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  &c»    —  —  — 

Towards  building  and  repairing  fhips  of  war^  — ^ 

Towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy,  —  -— • 

For  the  charge  of  the  offico^  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fcrvice^  &c; 
Ditto  for  the  fca  fcrviee>  -_^ 


Ordnance  extraordinaries  of  1781, 
Ditto  of  1780,  


For  compenfation  to  proprietors  of  lands  near  Chatham,  — - 

Ditto  of  lands  near  Shcernefs  and  Gravefend,  —  — 

Ditta  of  lands  at  and  near  Tilbury  fort,  —  — - 

For  59,.666  land-forces,  including  4,213  invalids,  &c..  — - 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  (lafF-officers,  &c.  —  — 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  out  of  the  kingdom, 
i^or  fiye  Hanoverian  bftttalions  ferving  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca^ 
For  the  charge  of  139472  Heflian  troops  and  fubfidy,  — - 

To  make  good  the  deficiencies  in  fums  voted  for  ditto  ia  1780^ 
For  the  charge  of  4,300  Bmnfwickers,^  —  — 

For  ditto  of  two  regiments  of  foot  of  Hanau-  and- fubfidy,.  — ^ 

Ditto  of  one  regiment  of  Waldcck,  and  fubfidy^.  — 

For  ditto  of  1,447  troop*  of  the  Margrave  of  Anfpach,  &c.        — 
For  a  corps  of  foot  of  Anhalt  Zerbfl,  with  the  fubfidy,  &c»  — » 

For  provifions  for  the  foreign  troops  ferving  in  America,,  — 

For  artillery  for  the  foreign  troops,.  —  — 

For  the  militia,  and  four  regiments  of  fencible  men  in  North  Britain,^ 
Forthecloathing  of  the  militia,        .       —  —  — 

For  additional  militia  companies,  &c.  •»  — 

Ditto  of  eighty  independent  companies  of  foot,  —  — 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  on  pay  of  additional  companies,  &c.  of 

militia,  in  1780,  —  —  —  —  8,452    4    S- 

Ditto  on  tlie  vote  fbr  pay  of  two  battalions  of  Lord  John  Murray's- 

regiment,  in  1780,    —  —  *—  —      .  i>io7  ^^    4. 

For  extra  army  expenccs,  &c.  not  provided  for  by  Parliament^  3j3Si>S89  13    4^ 

Qn  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefly's  land  forces^  &c.  79^^59    o    <y> 

For  allowances  to  feveral  pf&cers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  tw(^ 

teduced  troops  of  horfe-guards,  &c.  —  —  59^  •  4    a? 

For  the  charge  of  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,&c«  — ^  9I9604    7     t^ 

To  Dr.  William  Smith,,  for  attendance  on  the  fick  and  deceafed  pri- 

foners  in  the  gaols  of  Middlefex,  Weflminfler,  and  Southwark,  for  neair 

four  years,  and  for  medioines  for  their  ufe,  &c.  —  r,20o    o    o 

To  the-Lcvant  Company,  —  —  '     — .  8,000    o    a> 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands- of  North  Britain^       4*994  17    6^ 
For  repairing)  &c.  firitiih  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coafl  of  Africa,         I3>ooo    o    o 


£.      s. 

A. 

4,446,000    0 

0 

386,261    5 

ft 

670,016    0 

Ot 

3i  200,000    0 

Oe 

582,924  II 

9^ 

234,000    • 

t> 

252,104    3 

4- 

447ii82    4 

6 

20,671  12 

6> 

>3^4S^  J  7 

o- 

148  18 

o> 

^049,774    8 

II 

42»927  x6 

a- 

i;,488j927    0 

0 

56*074  19 

4£ 

367,203    9 

ID 

6,463    8 

5^ 

93»947  IS 

0 

8 

39.597    » 

"t 

» 7.498    3 

2i: 

39.644  14 

3- 

16,630  11 

9t 

49.373  »7 

I 

27.683  14 

a 

6-72.457  15 

0 

99,679  13 

4- 

6,010    3 

9- 

117,608    6 

8. 

Carried  ovcr^         18,003,868  15,   2. 
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Broi^t  orer,  i8»i>o3,868 
To  mtke  good  to  bi^  Majeilf  the  like  fam  ifliicd  by  bis  Majefty's 

orderly  in  puifaance  of  the  addreiles  of  the  Hosfe  of  Commons, .  21,222 

For  the  relief  of  cerruin  American  civil  officers^  &c.  —  57»9io 

To  Mr*  Duncan  Campbell,  for  employing  conTiAs  in  faeaving  ballaft 

•n  the  Thames,  -^ 


Mm  d. 

IS  a 

o  o 

12  O 


15,487  17    o 


For  the  relief  of  the  fiifferers  by  the  violent  hurricanes  in  tlie  iOand  of 

fiarbadoeSf    '—-*—.— 

Ditto  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  «^  .^  ««  .^ 

Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Someriet  Honfe,  *-«» 

For  the  civil  eftabliihment  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  -^ 

Ditto  of  Georgiat  —  —        —  \^ 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia^  •—  —  — 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  -.  ^  ^ 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida.  —  ~  — 

On  account  qf  general  furveys  in  North  America,  «-« 

Towards  rebuilding  Newgate,  —  ^-.  -^ 

Towards  repairing  the  King's-bench  and  Fleet  prifons,  which  were  feC 

on  fire  by  the  rioters  in  1790,  — —  — *—  — -^-^ 

To  Mr.  H.  Philips,  lor  his  difcovery  of  a  certain  powder  for  the  defi- 

iruAion  of  infe£ts,  — *-^  — — •  -^•— 

To  fuch  perfons  whofe  lofles  by  the  riots  in  June  1780,  amounted  to 

tool,  or  under,  —  —  —  — 

To  the  Bank  for  difcounts,  and  rewards  for  receiving  and  paying  con* 

Iributionty  —  —  — — 

For  difcharging  the  prizes  of  the  lottery  of  1 780, 
Towards  difcharging  certain  Exchequer  bills,  withintereft, 
For  difcharging  certain  qther  Exchequer  bills,  Sec. 
For  ditto,  —  —  —  ^ 

Deficiency  in  the  land*tax,  •—  — 

Ditto  in  the  malt-tax,  «.  —  — 

Ditto  of  coinage  duty, 
Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1758, 
Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1778, 
Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1779* 
Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1780, 
Ditto  of  ways  and  means,  r78o» 


8o,o<x> 

0 

0 

40,000 

0 

0 

36,207 

4 

3 

3' J  SO 

0 

0 

2,986 

0 

0 

5*099 

10 

5 

3»Wo 

0 

0 

3t9oo 

0 

0 

207 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

25*000  o  o 


3,600  o  o 


5,200  o  o 


92*375  14 

480,000  o 

1,941,849  3 

>»5S9»678  I 

1,033,261  2 

252,978  II 

43'7i7 

8,052  4 

30,999  II 

191,664  7 

193,663  o 

222,745  4 

8,551  8 


4 
o 

Si 
7 

9 
o 

2  11^ 

I 

2 
2 

I* 


For  military  fervices,  on  the  vote  of  credit^ 


^4,378,324 
i,opo,ooo 


10    8|. 
o    o 


Total  Supplies, 


aS'378,3H 


10    %\ 


The 


A.  *• 
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The  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  fbregoing  fupplics* 
Duty  on  malt,  .«.  —  .«« 

Land  tax  at  4s.  —  •  —  — 

By  annuities  and  lottery,  —  —  — 

By  certain  furpluflcs  of  the  finking  fui\d,  —  -^ 

By  Exclicqttcr  bills,  —  —  — 

By  ditto,  —  —  —  — 

By  ditto,  for  the  Bank  charter*  —  —       " 

By  money  to  be  paid  by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  — • 

By  furplus  of  the  a-yths  9d  excife,  —  — 

By  ditto  of  the  fund  for  life  annuities  18  George  IL  — * 

By  ditto  of  the  fund  for  life  annuities  19  George  II.  ■»■ 

Difpofeable  money  In  the  Exchequer,  «-  — - 

By  balances  of  the  late  treafurers  of  the  navy  and  paymafters  of  the 
forces,  voted  400,oool.  but  no  more  paid  into  the  Exchequer  than 
By  balance  of  the  account  of  Sir  William  Howe,  r^ 

By  ditto  of  the  account  of  Meflrs.  Fdnnereau  and  Bwrrel,  — • 

By  ditto  of  the  account  of  Sir  William  Erikine,  — — 

By  part  of  the  balance  of  the  account  of  the  late  Mr.  Richardfon» 
By  the  fale  of  lands  in  the  ceded  iflands,  «-«  — 

By  money  arifen  from  the  fale  of  French  prizes, 
By  duty  on  gum  Senegal,  .^  —  ** 


4<Jl 


£' 

X. 

^ 

750,000 

0 

0 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

ia,4JBo,ooo 

0 

0 

2,788,346 

19 

8 

1*500,000 

0 

0 

1,900,000 

0 

0 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

400,000 

0 

0 

23,708 

II 

10^ 

40,000 

0 

0 

56,000 

0 

0 

16,879 

■ 

6 

8t 

367,640 

3 

6i 

18,723 

13 

ti 

'   «>3S7 

14 

0 

77i 

8 

6i 

StOod 

0 

0 

S.  wo 

0 

0 

228 

0 

0 

Vote  of  creditt  ^ 

Total  of  Ways  and  Mearis,  -^ 

Total  amount  of  Supplies  granted. 
Total  amount  of  Ways  and  Mcansi 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means,  — 


"4.353.857    4    9 
1,000,060    p    o 


a5>353.857    4    9 

45.378.3a4  »o    8^ 
"5.353.857    4    9 


mrn^t** 


24.467    S  "t 


The  national  debt,  up  to  July  1781,  amounted  to  -^ 

The  annual  intereft  of  which  was^  "^  '  .    •«• 

The  following  additional  taxes  were  impofed  this  year :— - 

Five  per  cent,  on  excife,  except  malt,  foap,  candles  and  hides,' 

Difcount  of  the  cuftoms,  ■ 

Tobacco,    i-Jd.  per  pound,  ■  ■    ■ 

Sugar,  one  halfpenny  per  pound, 

Duty  on  paper,  —  — 

Duty  on  almanacks,  *^ 


j^o  177,206,000    o    o 
6,812,000    o    o 


Vol.  IV. 


Total  of  new  taxes,  ~ 

3E 


J[.  150,000 

0 

0 

167,000 

0 

0 

61,000 

0 

0 

326,000 

0 

0 

xoo,o6o 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

£.  814,060 

0 

0 

Review 
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1781  Review  of  peq>etual  taxesy  from  177610  1781,  inclufive:— 

Computed  produce  per  annum» 
Taxes.  Taxes. 

In  1776    — •    £,  73,000    00  In  1779    —    £.  478,000    o    o 

^777    ~        242,000    o    o  1780    —         701,616     o    o 

1778    —        336,000    o    o  1781    —         814,060    o    o 


Total  of  perpetual  taxes,  2,644,676    o    o 


An  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  from 
December  10,  1780,  to  December  11,  1781. 

Chriftened,  males     8,774  Buried,  males  10,499 

females    8,252  —females  10,210 


17,026  20,709 


1782  Of  the  great  variety  of  important  matter  which  demands  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  this  year^ 
we  fhall  begin  with  a  brief  flatement  of  fuch  of  the  parliamentary  tranfaftions  of  it,  as  bear  a 
snore  immediate  relation  to  our  fubje£l. 

The  ruinous  tendency  of  the  American  war  was  now  become  fo  very  evident  to  the  whole- 
nation,  and  the  miniftry  appeared  fo  full  of  doubt  and  hefitation  as  to  any  future  mode  of  carry- 
ing it  on,  that  it  feemed  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  welfare  of  this  country,  that  fome 
effe£lual  means  fhould  be  employed  to  put  an  end  to  fuch  a  fatal  conteft.  With  this  view 
General  Conway,  on  the  22d  of  February,  made  the  following  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, **  That  an  humble  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  bis  Majefty,  earneflly  imploring  his 
Majefty,  that,  taking  into  confideration  the  many  and  great  calamities  which  had  attended  the 
prefent  unfortunate  war,  and  the  heavy  burthens  thereby  brought  on  bis  loyal  and  affe£tionatc 
people,  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  liften  to  the  humble  prayer  and  advice  of  his  faithful 
Commons,  that  the  war  oil  the  continent  of  North  America  might  no  longer  b&  purfued,  for 
the  impraAicable  purpofe  of  reducing  that  country  to  obedience  by  force :  and  exprefling  their 
hope,  that  the  earneft  deiire  and  diligent  exertion  to  reftore  tlie  public  tranquillity,  of  whicb 
they  had  received  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  afTurances,  might,  by  an  happy  reconciliation 
with  the  revolted  colonies,  be  forwarded  and  made  efFeflual ;  to  which  great  end  his  Majeily's 
faithful  Commons  would  be  ready  moft  cheerfully  to  give  their  utmoft  aflifiance.^  This  mo-^ 
tion  called  forth  all  the  powers  of  both  parties.  The  arguments  which  had  already  been 
employed  on  this  fubjeft,  were  now  repeated :.  but  it  evidently  appeared,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
debate,  that  the  (Irength  of  the  miniflry  was  in  a  rapid  decline,  as  tlie  addrefs  was  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  only  one  voice  :  193  appearing  for  it,  and  I94again{l  it. 

In  full  confidence  of  obtaining  a  decided  majority,  General  Conway  renewed  his  motion  on 
the  27th  of  the  fame  montli,  in  a  fomewhat  different  form.  On  that  day,  a  petition  from  the 
city  of  London  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  foliciting  the  Houfe  tainterpofe  in  fuch.  a  manner, 
as  fhould  prevent  any  further  profecution  of  the  American  war :  after  which.  General  Conway 
moved,  **  That  it  fhould  be  refolved,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe,  that  the  further 
profecution  of  offenfive  war  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  for  the  purpo£e  of  reducing 
the  revolted  colonies  to  obedience,  by  force,  would  be  the  means  of  weakening  the  efforts  of 

tlii* 
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178a  this  country  againft  her  European  enemies,  and  tend,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  dan- 
geroufly  to  encreafe  the  mutual  enmity,  fo  fatal  to  the  interefts  both  of  Great  Britain  and  A- 
nierica ;  and,  by  preventing  an  happy  reconciliation  with  that  country,  to  fruftrate  the  earneft 
defire  gracioufly  expreffcd  by  his  Majefty  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of  public  tranquillity." 

Among  other  arguments  that  were  brought  to  prove  the  prodigious  difadvantagc  attending 
an  American  war,  it  was  aflerted  that,  upon  the  cleared  computation,  France  expended  no 
more  than  40K  fierling  for  every  man  (he  had  fent  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Americans,  while 
Great  Britain  paid  no  lefs  than  lool.  This  great  difference  was  enhanced  to  a  moft  alarming 
degree,  when  the  difparity  of  the  numbers  maintained  by  the  two  contending  kingdoms  was 
taken  into  confideration.  At  the  time  of  the  reduftion  of  the  army  under  Lord  Cornwallis, 
the  period  at  which  the  French  troops  were  moft  numerous  in  America,  they  amounted  to  po 
more  than  8000  men,  and,  at  other  times,  had  not  exceeded  5000 ;  while  the  Britifh  forces  on 
the  American  eftablifhment,  had  been  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  70,000. 

The  anfwers  of  adminiftration  were  not  unaccompanied  with  ftrong  arguments  in  fupport 
of  them.  The  meafures  in  contemplation  with  regard  to  America,  were  reprefented  as  found- 
ed on  the  moft  obvious  expediency.  While  the  colonies  continue  at  war  with  thi$  country,  it 
would  be  highly  imprudent  to  aft  as  if  we  were  at  peace  with  them  :  it  would  betray  a  timidity 
and  a  fear  of  offending  them,  unworthy  the  charafter  of  the  Britifh  nation.  It  would  expofe 
us  to  their  contempt,  and  inftead  of  accelerating  the  work  of  peace,  would  incline  them  to  treat 
us  with  haughtinefs,  and  to  afTumc  a  ftile  of  fuperiority  which  would  naturally  tend  to.  throw 
obftrudions  in  the  way  of  that  reconciliation  which  was  fo  much  and  fo  univerfally  defired,— 
Such,  it  was  faid,  ought  to  be  the  future  plan  of  aAing  with  the  Americans,  as  to  convince 
them,  that  though  the  Britifh  nation  was  willing  to  be  reconciled  with  the  colonies,  yet  it  was 
fully  determined  not  to  degrade  itfelf,  by  any  mean  or  unworthy  conceflions ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  hold  out  terms  entirely  compatible  with  its  honour,  as  well  as  advantageous  to 
them ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  prefcrve  a  £rm  and  refolute  conduft,  equally  removed  from 
pride  or  from  fear.  ^ 

It  was  alfo  obferved  by  a  great  law  of&cer,  that  there  were  feveral  obftacles  to  be  removed  in 
order  to  treat  of  peace  with  America,  which  the  Houfe  did  not  feem  to  recolleft.  At  that  mo- 
ment, feveral  afts  of  Parliament  were  in  cxiftence,  which  would  prove  infuperablc  bars  to  fuch 
an  attempt.  He,  therefore,  recommended  a  truce,  as  a  necefTary  preliminary  ftep,  during  the 
continuance  of  which,  the  enmity,  occafioned  by  the  violence  of  the  conteft,  might  fubfide, 
and  each  party,  being  at  leifure  to  confult  their  real  interefts,  might,  at  length,  accede  to  terms 
of  peace ;  which,  having  undergone  a  flow  and  temperate  difcufTion,  might  prove  more  honour- 
able and  advantageous,  as  well  as  more  likely  to  fecure  a  permanent  union,  than  thofe  refult- 
ing  from  fudden  overture's  and  fimilar  acquiefcence.  He  declared  his  intention  of  bringing  in 
a  bill,  with  the  permiffion  of  the  Houfe,  for  thefe  purpofe's  ;  and  he,  in  confequence,  moved, 
*•  That  the  prefent  debate  be  adjourned  to  the  13th  day  of  the  enfuing  March.'*  The  Houfe 
divided  upon  the  motion,  when  there  appeared  for  it  215,  and  againft  it  234;  fo  that  there  was 
a  majority  of  19  againft  the  miniftry.  The  original  motion  was  put  and  carried  without  a  di- 
vifion.  The  General  immediately  followed  thi«  motion  with  another  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
King,  in  which  his  Majefty  was  folicited  to  put  a  flop  to  any  further  profecution  of  offenfive 
war  againft  the  colonics.  This  was  alfo  agreed  to,  as  well  as  that  the  addrefs  fhould  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty  by  the  whole  Houfe.  The  addrefs  was  accordingly  prefented  on  the  firft 
of  March,  when  his  Majefty,  in  anfwer,  declared,  '«  That  tlicrc  were  no  ob^efts  nearer  to 

3  E  2  -  his 
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178a  hu  heart  than  the  eafo,  happinefs,  and  Tfofpcrity  ef  hk  people  ;  and  that  the  Hmife  of  Can>> 
mons  might  be  aflured,  that,  ia  purfuaace  of  ttieir  advice,  be  ftkouJd  take  foch  meafarcs,  as  - 
fliould  appear  to  him  to  be  mofl  conducive  to  ibfi  reftoiation  of  harmony  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  revolted  ceionies,  fo  eflential  to  the  profperity  of  bothi  aitd  that  his  efforts  Ihould 
be  directed,  in  the  tnoft  effe^ual  manner,  againfl  our  European  enemies,  until  fuch  a  peace 
could  be  obtained,  as  fhouldcon£(t  with  the  intertlts  and  pcrinanent  wcllareofhis  kingdoms." 

This  parliamentary  determination  againfi  any  farther  profecutlon  of  the  ^aaertcaa  war,  was 
a  moft  important  event,  and  diffnfed  a  very  contiderable  degree  of  joy  thret^lieut  the  Itiagdom, 
as  it  had  fucb  an  eTi4ent  tendency  towards  acceleraung  that  peace,  which  thennteiefU  of  the 
nation  fo  indifpenfably  required  i  and  as  every  rank  of  people  were  now  become  weary  of  that 
unhappy  coatelt  with  the  colonies,  which  had  been  productive  of  nothing  but  naiionel  cala- 
mity and  dilgiace,  an  enormous  load  of  taxes,  and  an  immenfe  augmeiiution  of  the  nation- 
al debt. 

But  though  the  proceedings  of  the  HouJie  of  Commons,  in  addrelSng  his  Majcfly  againft 
anyfarthcrpio&cution  of  the  American  war,  gave  very  general  Citisfaftion,  it  was  thought  by 
many,  that  the  royal  anfwer  was  not  &ifiiciently  explicit.  On  this  principle,  therefore,  Ge< 
neral  Conway  moved,  on  the  4th  of  March,  "  That  an  humble  addiefs  Ihould  be  prefented 
to  his  Maje(ly,to  return  his  Majefty  ttu:  thanks  of  that  Houfe,  for  his  gracious  anfwer  to  their 
addrefs  prefented  to  him  on  Friday  the  6rfi  of  that  month,  and  for  the  afliiranccs  be  had  been 
pleaJed  to  pvx  them  of  his.  intention,  in  purfuance  of  the  advice  of  that  Houfe,  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  fliould  appear  moQ:  conducive  to  die  reftoration  of  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  die  revolted  Colonies,  &c. ;  that  Houfe  being  convinced  that  nothing  could,  in  the  pre- 
fentcircumftances  of  this  country,  fo  eflentially  promote  thofe  great  objefts  of  his  MajeftyV 
paternal  care  for  his  people,  as  the  meafures  which- his  moft  laithful  Commons  had  mofi  bum* 
bly*  but  earneftly  recommended  to  his  Majefty."  This  motion  was  agreed  to,  ntmiiu  cenirtf^ 
Jietatt;  after  which,  the  General  made  a  fccond  motion,  that  it  fhould  be  refolved  by  that 
Houfe,  **  That  after  rtie  folemn  declaration  of  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe  in  the^  addrefs  to- 
his  Majcfly,  &c.  and  his  Majefty's  afliirance,  &c.  that  Houfe  would  confider  as  enemies  to 
bis  Majefty  and  this  country,  all  thofe  who  Ihould  endeavour  to  firuftrate  his  Majefly's  paternal 
care  for  the  eafe  and  happincfs  of  his  people,  by  adviling,  or  by  any  means  attempting,  the 
further  profecution  of  offenllve  war  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  for  the  purpofe  of 
reducing  the  revolted  colonics  to  obedience  by  force. 

Notwithllanding  the  majority  which  had  lately  appeared  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft 
the  mintftry,  they  did  not  difcover  any  difpofition  to  reiign.  To  bring  matters,  however,  to 
this  ilTuc,  the  members  of  the  oppofttion  continued  to  employ  the  raoft  vigorous  efforts  1  and, 
on  the  8th  of  March,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Houlii  of  Commons,  by  Lord  John  Caven- 
difh,  that  it  ihould  be  refolved,  '*  Tliat  it  appeared  to  that  Houfe,  that  fince  the  year  1775,  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  millions  of  money  had  been  expended  on  the  army  and  navy,  in  a  fruit- 
kfs  war:"  which  was  fallowed  up  witli  three  other  refolutions. 

Firft,  *'  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  during  the  above  period,  we  have  loft  the  thir- 
teen colonies  of  America,  which  anciently  did  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  (except 
the  ports  of  New  York,  Charlcftown  and  Savannah,)  the  newly  acquired  colony  of  Florida^ 
many  of  our  valuable  Weft  India  and  other  iflands,  and  thofe  few  that  remain  arc  in  the  moft 
immioent  danger." 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly,  *^  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  Great  Bciiaiir  is  at  pce&nt  engiaged  ia  an 
expen(vv«  war  with  France^  Spaia  aiid  HoUaad,  witlu>ut  a  fitigle  ally." 

Thirdly,  "  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  chief  caafe  of  all  thcfc  raisfortuneSi  is 
want  of  &irefig.ht  axid  ability  in  Iiis  Majeily's  miniflers." 

The  moving  of  thcfe  refblulions,  occafioned  one  of  the  warmeft  and  moft  acrimonious  de« 
bates  that  ever  took  place  in  the  Hou-fe  of  Commons.  The  three  firft  refolutions  were  felf- 
evident,  but  the  fourth  was  of  a  nature  to  employ  tlie  utmo&  powers  of  both  parties' in  the  at* 
tacliand  defence  of  it.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  not  been  fo  full  duriiiig  thecourfe  of 
Inany  years,  as  on  the  debating  this  very  interefiing  queflion:  no  lefs  tlian  480  members  were 
prefenty  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  mornings  the  Houfe  divided  on  a  motion  for  the  order  of 
the  day»  which  had  been  made  by  tlie  Secretary  at  War,  and  which  was  carried  by  a  majority 
often. 

Such  an  incondderable  majority  on  a  queftion  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  wherein  the  minif- 
ters  were  fo  direflly  and  perfonally  attacked,  was  a  kind  of  £^nal  to  renew  the  charge  againib 
them  :«-notice  was  accordingly  given  that  the  motion  would  be  repeated ;  and,  oa  the  15th  of 
March,  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir  John  Rous,  in  whlch^  after  reciting  the  laAs  contained  in- 
the  refolutions  made  on  the  8th,  it  was  propofed  to  refolve,  *'  That  in  confideration  thereof, 
the  Houfe  could  have  no  further  confidence  in  the  minifters  wha  had  the  direction  of  public 
affairs."  The  queftion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  only  of  nine.  Notice  was  alfo  given  at 
the  clofe  of  this  diviiion,  that  a  motion  to  the  fame  effe£t  would  be  made  on  the  Wednefday 
following* 

On  that  day,  the  20th  of  March,  the  Houfe  being  extremely  crauded.  Lord  Surry  was  pre- 
paring to  make  the  promiled  motion,  when  Lord  North  informed  the  Houfe,  as  heunderftood 
the  motion  about  to  be  made  was  fimilar  to  one  which  had  been  made  a  few  days  before,  that 
it  was  become  Wholly  unneceflary,  aS/the  adminiftration,  ag^iinfl  which  it  was  levelled,  na 
longer  exifted,  the  King  having  come  to  a  determination  to  change  his  minifters*  He  moved,, 
in  confequence,  for  an  adjournment,  that  leifure  might  be  given  for  the  new  miniftecial  ar-i^ 
rangement* 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament  after  the  Chriftmas  recefs,,  there  was  no  very  great 
€xpe£tation  formed  of  any  change  in  the  adminiftration  ;  but,  the  calamities  occafioned  by  the 
American  war,  the  enormous  weight  of  taxes,  and  the  diminution  of  the  value  of  landed  pro- 
perty, at  length  awakened  the  fears  of  thofe  country  gentlemen  who  had  generally  voted  with 
die  miniftry.  They  iaw  the  dangers  to  whieh  the  nation  was  expofed,  they  felt  the  preiTure  of 
the  public  burthens,  and  they  deferted  from  the  ftandard  of  adminiftration.  The  itiinifteriaL 
majorities  of  courfe  be^n  to  diminifh,  the  oppofition  became  muck  increaicd  in  numbers,, 
and  a  complete  revolution  in  the  adminiftration  was  at  length  elFeded^ 

On  the  27th  of  March,  the  following  arrangements  took  place  in  the  adminiftration*  The 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  was  appointed  firft  Lord  of  tlie  Treafury ;  Lord  John  Cavendifh^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr*  Fox,  Secretaides  of  State ;  Ad- 
miral Keppel,  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty;  General  Conway,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Forces,  &c.  &c. 

Such  a  complete  and  radical  change  of  his  Majefty's  miniftersy,  atfuch  a  moment  of  general 
diftrefs  and  alarm*  and  from  whence  a  new,  and  as  it  was  hoped,  a  more  fucceisful  plan  of 
j^ublic  meafares  would  proceed,  was  followed  by  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  natioiial  fatis* 
hSiloTu    It  was  one  of  thofe  important  events  «which 9.  by  giving  a  new  tuin  to  the  oj>erations^ 
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1782  of  government,  furniflied  thofe  hopes  which  raifed  declining  and  gave  animation  to  drooping 
commerce.  We,  therefore,  have  not  gone  beyond  our  proper  limits,  in  tracing  the  progrefs 
of  it.  ^ 

The  firft  ftcp  of  public  confcqucnce  taken  by  the  new  miniftry,  was  to  remove  the  caufe  of 
thofe  jeaiouiies  that  had  fo  long  fubfifted  in  Ireland,  by  procuring  the  repeal  of  fuch  afls  as 
were  moft  obnoxious  and  oppreffivc  to  that  kingdom.  But  as  the  arrangement  which  after- 
wards took  place  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  new  pofition  in  which  the  latter 
was  placed  in  confequence  of  it,  is  a  great  commercial  qbjeft,  we  Ihall  give  a  brief  accoujit  of 
what  had  pafled  in  the  lifler  kingdom  previous  to  the  mcafures  adopted  by  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment relative  to  it. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  rcprefentatives  of  143  corps  of  volunteers  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  held 
at  Dungannon  on  the  15th  of  February  in  this  year,  it  was  refolved,  that  a  claim  of  any  body 
of  men,  other  than  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  to  make  laws  to  bind  that  king- 
dom, was  unconftitutional,  illegal,  and  a  grievance;  that  the  power  exercifed  by  the  Privy 
Councils  of  both  kingdoms,  under  colour  or  pretence  of  the  law  of  Poynings,  were  unconfti- 
tutional and  a  grievance;  that  a  mutiny  bill  not  limited,  in  point  of  duration,  from  fefCon  to 
feflion,  was  unconftitutional  and  a  grievance  ;  and  that  the  ports  of  that  country  were,  by 
right,  open  to  all  foreign  countries,  not  at  war  with  the  King ;  and  that  any  burthen  there- 
upon, or  obftruftion  thereto,  fave  only  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  was  unconftitutional, 
illegal,  and  a  grievance.  It  having  been  aflcrted  that  volunteers,  as  fuch,  could  not,  with 
propriety  debate,  or  publifti  their  opinions  on  political  fubjefts,  or  on  the  conduct  of  Parlia- 
ment or  parliamentary  men,  they  refolved,  that  a  citizen,  by  learning  the  ufe  of  arms,  did  not 
abandon  any  of  his  civil  rights ;  and  they  declared,  that  it  was  their  decided  and  unalterable 
determination  to  feek  a  redrefs  of  the  public  grievances,  and  to  ufe  all  conftitutional  means  to 
make  fuch  their  purfuit  of  redrefs  fpeedy  and  cfFeftual. 

m.One  of  the  moft  firm,  vigorous,  and  eloquent  aflertors  of  the  independence  of  the  Parlia- 
menfof  Ireland  was  Mr.  Grattan,  and  that  gentleman,  a  few  days  after  the  meeting^held  at 
Dungannon,  moved,  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  long  and  fpirited  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  declarative  of  the  rights  of  Ireland,  and  aflcrting,  that  no  other  power  but  the  King, 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  were  competent  to  make  laws  for  that  kingdom,  though  that 
power  had  been  aflumed  by  the  Britifli  Parliament.  .This  motion,  after  a  long  debate,  was 
rejefted  by  a  confiderable  majority.  This  repulfe,  however,  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Grattan  from 
continuing  to  urge  his  countrymen,  with  the  utmoft  ardour,  not  to  defift  from  their  attempts, 
till  they  had  obtained  the  objeft  of  their  purfuit. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  fifter  kingdom,  when  Mr.  Eden,  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  who  was  juft  removed  from  the  vice-royalty,  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  arriv- 
ed in  England  in  confequence  of  the  late  change  of  adminiftration.  On  the  8th  of  April, 
which  was  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament  after  the  recefs,  that  gentleman  brought 
the  affairs  of  Ireland  rather  unexpeftedly  before  the  Houfe.  Jn  a  fjpcech  of  confiderable length, 
he  gave  an  account  of  thofe  tranfaftions  which  we  have  already  noticed.  He  alfo  remarked, 
that  though,  in  confequence  of  the  afts  paflTed,  in  the  year  1780,  Ireland  had  emerged  from 
laws,  which,  for  a  length  of  time,  had  fettered  all  her  induftry  and  commerce,  yet  the  increafe 
of  the  opulence  of  the  kingdom,  was  not  equal  to  thofe  fanguine  expe£tations,  which  were  en- 
tertained by  numbers,  amidft  the  firft  dreams  of  theextenfive  benefits  which  would  accompany 
a  free  trade  ;  and,  therefore,  they  looked  back  with  dread  upon  the  Englifh  laws^  and  refolved 

to 


OF      THE      ORIGIN      OP      COMMERCE.  407 

A,   D,  ^. 

1782  to  aflcrt  the  independence  of  their  own  Parliaoicnt,  upon  that  of  Great  Britain.  He  avoided 
all  enquiry,  whether  tht€  was  a  queftion  of  right  or  of  power.  It  had,  however,  been  excr- 
cifed  for  a  long  period  of  years,  but  could  be  exercifed  no  longer, — and  even  if  it  could,  no 
benefit  would  rcfult  from  it,  fince  the  fyftcm  of  reftraining  Irifh  commerce  had  been  wifely 
difcontinued.  He  was,  however,  convinced,  from  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  aft  of  the  fixth  of  George  !• 
as  aflerted  the  right  in  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws  to  bind  the 
kingdom  and  people  of  Ireland.  And  he  accordingly  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  oppofition  made  by  the  miniftry  to  an  immediate  acquiefcence  with  this  motion,  was 
on  the  following  grounds.  It  was  aflerted,  that  it  was  not  from  any  indifpofition  in  minifters- 
to  do  ample  juftice  to  the  fifter  kingdom,,  that  they  had  not,  on  the  very  firft  day  of  their  ap- 
pearing in  Parliament,  in  their  official  charafters,  propofed  fuch  meafures  as  were,  in  their 
opinion,  calculated  to  conciliate  the  afFeftions  of  the  Irifh,  and  terminate  the  uneafineffes,  the 
jealoufies,  and  the  tumults  which  had  fubfifled,  and  continued  to  fubfiil,  in  that  injured  and 
irritated  country :  it  was  not  from  the  leaft  difinclinationto  put  Ireland  in  poileffion  of  her  ac- 
tual  rights,  that  they  had  not  immediately  proceeded  to  decifive  fteps;  but  becaufe  they  dif- 
daincd  to  catch,  with  equal  eagernefs  and  want  of  policy,  at  the  expedient  of  the  minute,  and 
to  patch  up  a  prefent  difficulty  on  any  terms,  rather  tlwn  meet  it  fairly,  and  endeavour  to  dif- 
cover  as  well  as  purfue  the  moft  fubftantial  and  lafting  modes  of  remedying  a  real  evil  and  pre- 
venting its  return.  It  was  with  a  view  to  fettle  the  conflitution  of  the  two  countries  in  fucli^ 
a  manner  as  fhould  prove  perfeftly  fatisfaftory  to  England  and  Ireland,  and  promife  to  afford 
a  lafling  harnoony  to  both,  that  they  had  paufed  upon  the  fubjeft.  It  was  alfo  officially  de- 
clared, that,  during  the  iwry  fhort  time  miniflers  had  been  in  office,  they  had  held  feverat 
councils  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  propofed  very  fhortly  to  offer  fomc  preparatory  meafures* 
to  Parliament  relative  to  them.  After  fome  further  debate,  Mr.  Eden  agreed  to  withdraw  his^ 
motion. 

Nor  did  miniflers  fail  in  proving  the  fincerity  of  their  aficrtion^ — for  on  the  very  next  day^ 
the  Secretary  of  State  brought  a  meflagc  from  his  Majefty,  to  inform  the  Houfe,  "  That  being 
concerned  to  finddifcontents  and  jealoufies  prevailing  amongft  his  loyal  fubjefts  in  Ireland,  on 
matters  of  great  weight  and  importance,  heearneftly  recommended  to  the  Houfe  to  take  the 
fame  into  their  moft  ferious  confideraiion,  in  order  to  make  fuch  a  final  adjuflmcnt,  as  might 
give  mutual  fatis&ftion  to  both  kingdoms.  A  mef&ge  to  the  fame  effcft  was  delivered  to  the 
Lords,  the  firft  day  of  their  meeting,  and  addreflcs  were  unaniraoufly  voted  by  both  Houfes. 

If  ever  there  was  a  matter  that  required  the  precautions  of  deliberative  wifdom,  it  was  that 
which  now  occupied  the  attentions  of  the  Britiih  government.  It  was  now  evident,  from  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Irifh,  exprefled  by  the  Parliament  and  the  pepple,  that  the  matter  contained 
no  lefs  than  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom ;  that  it  comprehended  not  only  all  commercial- 
rights  and  privileges,  but  alfo  the  legiflative  and  fovereign  powers.  The  moft  important  ob- 
jefts  were,  therefore,  embraced,  and  both  nations  were  moft  materially  concerned  in  the  dif- 
cuffion  and  fettlement  of  a  matter  of  fuch  confequcnce.  It  was  a  f^ibjeft  on  which  the  King 
could  not  decide  without  the  afliftance  of  his  Parliament ;  nor^  indeed,  could  it  be  done  with- 
out the  concurring  operation  of  the  Parliaments  of  both  kingdoms.  To  enter,  therefore,  into* 
the  bufinefs  with  propriety,  and  in  a  manner  which  would  give  effeft  to  their  proceedings,  ic 
was  neceffary  to  have  full  and  authentic  information,  and  that  both  Parliaments  fhould  not 
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1782  only  take  time  in  their  deliberationSy  but  give  each  other«  in  the  progrefs  of  this  important  bn- 
iinefs,  all  poffible  aid  and  afliftancei  in  order  to  forward  an  happy  termination  of  it.  The  ob- 
je£l  of  the  prefent  moment  was,  to  fettle  the  true  quality  and  the  nature  of  the  relationfhip 
which  fubiifted  between  the  two  countries^  to  afcertain  their  diftinft  conftitutions,  and  to 
cftahliOi  fuch  an  union  andconneAion  between  diem  as  (hould  endure  fof  ages. 

On  the  i6th  of  April*  which  was  within  a  few  days  after  his  Majefty's  meflage  to  the  Britifh 
Parliament,  Mr.  Grattan  moved,  in  the  Hooiebf  Commons  of  Ireland,  a  declaration  of  rights, 
tinder  the  form  of  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  which,  after  fome  debate,  was  agreed  to  without 
adirinon.  In  this  addrefs  it  was  declared,  that  his  Majeily's  fubjefts  of  Ireland  were  a  free 
people ;  that  the  crown  of  Ireland  was  an  imperial  crown«  infeparably  annexed  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  on  which  conne£tion  the  intcreft  and  happinefs  of  both  nations  eilentially 
depend  ;  but  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  was  a  diftinft  kingdom,  with  a  Parliament  of  her 
own,  the  fole  legiilature  thereof.  That  there  was  no  body  of  men  competent  to  make  laws  to 
bind  that  nation,  except  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland ;  nor  any  other  Parliament 
vrhich  had  any  authority  or  power  of  any  fort  whatever,  in  that  country,  fave  only  the  Parlia- 
cuent  of  Ireland.  They  affiired  his  Majefiy,  that  they  humbly  conceived,  that  in  this  right 
the  very  eflence  of  their  liberty  exifted  :  it  was  a  right  which  they^  on  the  part  of  all  the  people 
of  Ireland,  claimed  as  their  birth«^right, , and  which  they  could  not  yield  but  with  their  lives. 
They  declared,  that  they  coniidered  the  claims  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  zSt 
pafled  for  the  better  fecuring  the  dependency  of  Ireland^  to  be  irreconcileable  to  the  funda« 
tnental  rights  of  that  nation,  and  a  great  and  principal  caufe  of  the  difcontentt  and  jealoufies  in 
that  kingdom.  Among  the  grievances  of  Ireland,  they  likewife  mentioned  the  perpetual 
mutiny  aft,  and  the  praftice  of  fuppreffing  their  bills  in  the  council  of  Ireland,  or  altering  the 
fame  any  where.  They  remained,  they  faid,  in  humble  expeftation  of  a  redrefs  of  thefe  griev- 
jinces  ;  and,  after  the  ftrongeft  expreilions  of  regard  for  the  Britifli  people,  it  declares  the  de-- 
termihatipn  of  Ireland,  on  partaking  the  freedom  of  England,  to  (hare  her  fate,  and  ftand  or 
fall  with  the  Britifli  nation. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  Irilh  Parliament  occafioned  tlie  utmoft  joy  and  exultation  in  that 
country,  and  fo  high  was  the  public  opinion  of  the  fervices  of  Mr.  Grattan,  the  great  and  elo- 
-qnent  leader  of  the  "popular  party,  that  Parliament  voted  the  fum  of  50,oooL  for  purchafing  an 
eftate  for  that  gentleman  and  erefting  an  houfe  thereon,  which  were  to  be  fettled  on  him  and 
the  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  gratitude  for  the  unparalleled  benefits  conferred 
by  him  on  that  kingdom. 

On  tlie  i8th  of  May,  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  in  order  to  take  into  confideration  the  affiiirs  of  Ireland,  when  the  following 
refolutions  were  agreed  to  nemine  contradicente : — 

Firft,  *•  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe,  that  the  aft  of  the  fixth  of  George  I.  en- 
titled, *  An  Aft  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Dependency  of  Irelsind  upon  tfie  Crown  of  Great 
-*  Britain,'  be  repealed." 

Secondly,  *'  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe,  that  it  was  indifpenfable  to  the  intereft 
and  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms,  that  the  conneftion  between  them  fliould  be  ellabliflied  by 
"mutual  confent  upon  a  folid  and  permanent  footing." 

The  fame  refolutions  were  alfo  agreed  to  on  the  fame  day  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  In  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  meafures,  an  aft  was  afterwards  pafled,  by  which  the  aft  of  the  fixth  of 
George  I.  was  repealed,  which  was,  in  iaft,  a  xenunciation,  ou  the  part  of  the  Britifli  Par- 

z  liament. 
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J782  liamcnt,  cff  any  right  to  Icgiflatc  in  Ireland.  The  perpetual  mutiny  bill  was  alfo  repealed  in 
Ireland,  and  another  pafled  of  a  temporary  nature.  The  appellant  jurifdidtion  of  the  Britifli 
Houfe  of  Peers  in  Irifh  caufcs,  was  likewife  given  up. 

On  the  2*'th  of  the  fame  month,  the  Duke  of  Portland  went  in  ftate  to  the  Irifli  Houfe  of 
Peers ;  and,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  acquainted  them  with  the  fteps  that 
had  been  taken  by  the  Britifh  legifla^ure,  in  compliance  with  their  demands  :  in  confequence 
of  which,  both  houfes  addrcffed  the  King,  expreffing  their  perfcft  fatisfaftion  in  the  meafures 
propofed,  and  their  aflurances,  that  as  foon  as  they  Ihould  be  carried  into  effcft,  no  coiiftitu- 
tional  queftioa  between  the  two  countries  would  any  longer  exift. 

In  return  for  this  liberal  proceeding  of  the  Britifh  government,  in  relinquifhing  its  claims, 
without  any  ftipulation  or  condition  whatever,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  immediately  voted 
lOOjOod.  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  20,coo  Irifh  feamen,  for  the  fervice  of  his  Majcfty's  navy. 

The  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  the  condition  of  their  pofTcffions,  ftill  conti- 
nued to  be  a  frequent  fubj  eft  of  parliamentary  coniideration  and  difcuflion. — The  two  com- 
mittees on  Indian  affairs  continued  to  fit  during  the  whole  feffion,  with  unremitting  diligence 
and  application :  their  reports  were  voluminous  beyond  all  example.  On  moving  that  the 
reports  which  had  been  made  from  the  fecret  committee,  Ibould  be  referred  to  the  coniidera- 
tion of  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  the  following  information  was  given  on  the  finances 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  the  different  prefidencies. 

It  appeared  that  the  revenue  of  Bombay  fell  (hort  of  its  neceffary  civil  and  military  iilveft- 
ments  200,cool.  annually,  which  were  always  drawn  from  Bengal. — As  to  the  revenue  of  Ma- 
dras prefidency,  it  appeared  that,  upon  an  average  of  twelve  years,  from  the  year  1767,  to  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1779,  there  had  been  eight  years  of  peace,  and  four  years  of  war  :  and  during 
the  war,  the  revenue  did  not  reach  to  the  amount  of  the  civil  and  military  inveflments ;  though, 
in  time  of  peace,  there  was  an  excefs  of  revenue  amounting  to  nearly  one  half  as  much  as  the 
cxpence.  Though  Bengal,  of  all  the  pofTeffions  in  India  is  the  moft  fertile  and  produftive, 
yet  fuch  had  been  the  expences  of  the  Mahratta  war,  that  the  governor-general  had  been  ob- 
liged to  contraft  fo  large  a  debt,  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  the  inveflments'  for  England 
would  be  wholly  or  partially  fufpendcd.  On  the  ground  of  the  reports  brought  up  from  the 
fecret  committee,  their  chairman,  on  thp  28th  of  May,  moved  11 1  refoluiions :  thefe  were 
divided  into  claffcs,  each  of  which  confifted  of  three  diflinft  heads.— The  two  firft,  of  a  public 
and  general  nature ;  the  third,  of  perfonal  culpability. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  both  houfes  of  Parliament  received  the  following  melTage: — •*  His 
Majefty,  taking  into  confideration  the  fupplies  which  have  been  given  with  fo  much  liberality, 
and  fupported  with  fuch  uncommon  firmnefs  and  fortitude  by  his  people,  in  the  prefent  ex- 
tenfivc  war,  recommends  to  his  faithful  Commons,  the  confideration  of  an  effectual  plan  of 
ceconomy  through  all  the  branches  of  the  public  expenditure ;  towards  which  important  ob- 
jeft,  his  Majefty  has  taken  into  his  aftual  confideration  a  form  and  regulation  in  his- civil 
cftablifhment,  which  he  will  fhortly  caufe  to  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  defirrng  their  affiftancc 
towards  carrying  the  fame  more  fully  into  execution.  His  Majefty  has  no  referves  with  his 
people  ;  on  whofe  aifedions  he  rcfts  with  a  fure  reliance,  as  the  beft  fupport  of  the  true  honour 
and  dignity  of  bis  crown  and  government:  and  as  they  have  hitherto  been  his  beft  rcfource 
upon  every  emergency,  fo  he  regards  them  as  the  moft  folid  and  ftable  fecurity  for  an  honour- 
able provifion  for  his  perfon  and  family." — This  meffage  was  followed  by  the  addrefTes  ufual 
4}n  fuch  an  occafion  ;  and,  at  a  fucceeding  period,  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament  for  en. 
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27^2  abling  his  Majefty  to  difcharge  the  debt  on  the  civil  lift  revenues,  and  for  preventing  the  fame 
from  being  in  arrear  for  the  future,  by  regulating  the  mode  of  payments  out  of  the  faid  reve- 
nues, and  by  fupprefling  or  regulating  certain  offices  therein  mentioned.  It  was  propofed  by 
this  new  bill,  that  the  board  of  trade,  the  office  of  third  Secretary  of  ftate,  with  feveral  other 
offices,  &c.  fhould  be  abolifhed  ;  by  which  various  favings  would  be  made,  to  the  amount  of 
about  72,3681«  perannum* 

During  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  a  bill  was  palled  for  difqualifying  revenue  officers  frotm 
voting  at  elections.  A  bill  alfo  for  excluding  contractors  from  being  members  of  the  Houfe- 
of  Commons,  which  had  been  attempted  in  two  former  feffions,-  without  fuccefs>  now  pafled 
both  Houfes,  and  received  the  royal  afTeht. 

On  the  nth  of  July  I^arliament  was  prorogued  : — An  ardent  defire  of  peace,  but  a  deter*- 
lainatron  not  to  fubmit  to  any  pacification  but  on  fair  and  honourable  terms,  form  the  fub«~ 
fiance  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech  on  the  occaiion. 

While  the  deftiny  of  the  North  American  portion  af  the  British  empire  ieemed' to  approach* 
to  a  final  deciiion  in  the  weft,  the  fate  of  its  immenfe  and  val^iable  pofleffions  in  the  eaft  hung, 
in  fuipenfe.— The  fuccefles  obtained  over  Hydcr  Ally  and  his  French  and  Dutch  allies  were 
great ;  but  the  refources  of  that  Indian  Prince,  fupported  by  his  uncommon  abilities,  and  the 
affiftance  he  was  to  derive  from  thefe  two  confederate  powers,  were  matters  of  ferious  confide* 
ration  to  Great  Britain  :  for  though  our  aflSiirs  in  that  quarter,  at  the  moment  we  are  def-. 
cribing,  bad  afiumed  a  more  favourable  afpeA,  their  fituation  ftill  continued  alarming  and 
critical.  It  was  impoffible  to  forget  to  what  extremities  the  Briti^  power  had  been  lately  re-^ 
duced  in  that  part  of  its  dominion,  and  with  what  difficulty  and  good  fortune  it  had  emerged 
from  them  ;  not  only  contrary  to  the  expeftation  of  its  enemies,  but,  in  a  great  degree,  be- 
yond the  hopes  of  its  warmeft  friends.  It  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  France  would  ftrain 
every  nerve  to  efieftuate  its  ruin  ;  and  it  was  well  known  that  a  powerful  French  fquadron^ 
was  now  in  the  Indian  feas,  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  naval  ftrength  of  Holland  for 
that  purpofe^  while  Hyder  AUy  renewed  his  attacks  by  land. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  preceding  campaign  had  terminated  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Engliih. — Exclufive  of  the  viAories  obtained  over  Hyder  Ally  in  the  field,  they  had  concluded^ 
by  the  capture  of  Negapatnam,  the  principal  fettlement  of  the  Dutch  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman* 
del,  which  was  taken  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes  and  General  Monro,  after  a  fiege  of  three  weeks. 
The  lofs  of  this  place  was  the  fevereft  blow  the  Dutch  could  poffibly  have  received  in  that 
quarter ;  and,  befides  the  intrinfic  detriment  done  to  their  intereft,  had  damped  their  expeda*^ 
lions  of  fuccefs^  and  checked  their  ardour  for  enterprize. 

While  they  were  under  the  difcouraging  impreffions  arifing  from  fuch  a  fcvere  and  unex-^ 
pe£ked  lofs,  Sir  Edward  Hughes  .determined  to  attempt  the  execution  of  a  plan  he  had  projefted 
againft  Trincomale,  in  the  iftand  of  Ceylon^  one  of  the  moft  imporUnt  pofibffions  of  Hol- 
land in  the  Indian  ocean. 

This  fettlement  is  fituatcd  oh  the  northern  coaft  of  that  ifliind,  verging  to  the  eaft ;  lying  on 
a  fpacious  and  fecurp  bay,  which,  with  feveral  others  adjoining  ta  it,  forms  the  moft  capacious^ 
fea-port  in  all  India.  The  fpices  it  produces^  efpecially  cinnamon,  render  it,  in  point  of 
value,  one  of  the  richeft  acquifitions  that  ever  fell  into  the  pofleffion  of  the  Dutch  nation. 

Thefe  were  fufficient  motives  to  induce  thfr  Britifh  admiral  to  proceed,  with  all  convenient 
expedition,-  againft  a  place,  the  reduftion  of  which  would  be  attended  with  fo  many  and  fuch 
manifeft  advantages.    As  foon^  therefore,  as  he  had  weathered  out  the  monfooh,  whieh  fet  in 
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tjiz  iimnediately  after  the  farrender  of  Negapatnami  he  fet  fail  for  Trlncomale,  where  he  arrived  in 
the  very  beginning  of  January  in  this  year. 

Having  taken  pofleffion  of  the  principal  bay,  he  landed  a  detachment  of  feamen,  marines,  &c. 
who  foon  mattered  the  fort  called  Trincomale,  an  objeft  of  great  importance,  as  it  commanded 
the  chief  landing  place,  and  afforded  the  means  of  fetting  afhore  whatever  might  be  requiiite 
for  the  attack  of  fort  Oftenburgh,  the  ftrongeft  place  on  the  iflatid,  and  by  the  capture  of  which 
the  fettlement  would  be  completely  reduced.  A  detachment  offailors  and  marines  having 
taken  poiTeflion  of  a  hill  which  commanded  this  fort.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  fent  a  fummons  of 
furrender  to  the  Dutch  governor ;  who  returned  for  anfwer,  that  he  was  bound  in  duty  and 
honour  to  defend  the  fort  to  the  laft  extremity. 

rXhe  Britifh  admiral,  after  feveral  fubiequent  endeavours  to  prevent  an  attack  by  ftorra,  was 
forci^d^  at  length,  on  the  nth  of  January,  to  employ  that  violent  mode  of  conqueft  ;  which, 
however,  he  tempered  with  his  known  humanity,  as  the  vigors  gave  quarter  the  moment  the 
vanquifhed  demanded  it.  The  acquiiitions  made  on  this  occaiion,  were  two  Indiamen  richly 
laden,  bcfides  a  number  of  fmaller  trading  vcflels.  The  fort  itfclf  was  well  provided  with 
artillery,  and  contained  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  military  ftores*  The  prifoners 
amounted  to  about  400  Europeans  of  different  denominations. 

The  capture  of  Trincomale  was  the  fecond  ve^y  fcvere  blow  given  to  the  Dutch  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes. — It  was  heavily  felt  in  Holland  ;  where,  on  receiving  intelli- 
gence of  this  lofs,  the  clamours  againft  the  war  with  Great  Britain  were  renewed  with  aug- 
mented violence.  The  complaint , urged  on  this  occaiion  with  the  greateft  vehemence  was, 
that  by  embracing  the  caufe  of  France,  Holland  not  only  fuftained  very  heavy  lofles,  but  had 
incurred  the  greateft  misfortune  that  could  be&l  an  independent  flate ;  it  was  now  forced  ta 
look  up  to  France  for  protection,  and  had  thereby  forfeited  its  confequence  in  Europe, — difco- 
vered  its  internal  weaknefs, — and  now  lay  at  the  mercy  not  only  of  the  enemy  it  had  made  by 
its  fubmiiCon  to  the  French  court,  but  even  at  the  mercy  of  the  court  of  France  itfelf. 

In  the  mean  time«  M.  De  SufFrein,  the  French  admiral,  was  making  the  utmoft  expedition 
to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  on  the  15th  of  February  he  appeared  off  Madras,  with  twelve 
fhips  of  the  Une,  including  the  Hannibat  of  50  guns,  which  he  had  lately  taken,  fix  ftrong 
frigates,  eight  large  tranfports,  full  of  troops,  and  fix  Britifli  prizes.  The  French  admiral 
ibuad  Sir  Edward  Hughes  in  Madras  road,  whither  he  had  repaired  foon  after  the  redtt£tion 
of  Triilcomale,  to  take  in  ilores  aud  provifions,  and  put  Ihs  fick  on  fhore.  The  Ehglifh  fleet 
coniifted  of  nine  fail  of  the  Une.  On  the  i8th,  after  Sir  Edward  Hughes  had  retaken  five  of 
the  Britifh  prizes,  and  a  French  tranfport  of  1500  tons,  laden  with  a  numerous  train  of 
field  artillery,  and  a  prodigious  quaatity  of  military  flores,  befides  near  300  regular  troops,  he 
came  to  aa  engagement  with  the  French  fleet ;  which,  after  being  contefted  with  great  courage 
•on  both  fides,  terminated  with  tlie  cloiie  of  die  day.  The  next  morning,  the  French  being 
DO  longer  vifible,  the  Englifli  admiral  proceeded  to  Trincomale,  to  refit. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  thefe  two  brave  officers  came  to  a  fecond  engageQient  ofF  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon,  which  was  continued  with  equal  vigour  till  late  in  the  evening,  without  any  decided 
advantage  on  either  fide*  As,  fince  the  laft  conteft,  the  enemy's  fleet  had  been  reinforced  by 
two  Ibips  of  the  line^  inaddition  to  their  former  fuperiority,  to  make  an  efibftuaLftand  againft 
foch  a  difproportionatc  firength,  was  more  honourable,  ia  many  cafes,  than  decifive  victory. 

While  the  Britifh  fquadron.was  oppoiing,  with  fo  much  vigour  and  eflicaey,  the  dcfigns  of 
Mi  De  SuflFrein  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  Hyder  Ally  formed  a  complete  blockade  of  the 
EngUfh  fettlement  of  Tellicherry,  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  in  order  tQ  reduce  it  by  famine. 
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1782  Bat  early  iii  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  January^  Major  Abingdon  made  a  bold,  fpirited,  andf 
uncxpeftcd  attack  upon  the  beficgers,  in  their  own  works,  and  drove  them  to  their  camp :  this 
was  aflfaulted  alfo  with  equal  fuccefs  ;  1500  prifoners  taken, — ^400  (lain  on- the  fpot,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  provifions,  artillery,  ammunition,  and  military  ftores,  with  a-confiderable  fum  of 
money,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viilors.  This  fuccefs  gave  the  Englifti  entire  pofleffion  of 
all  the  territory  adjacent  to  Tellicherry,  and  opened  a  communication  with  the  'Britifh  pofts 
in  the  neighbourhood.  It  alfo,  whicb  was  a  very  important  circumftance,  kd  ta  an  entrance 
into  the  principal  countries  under  the  dominion  of  Hyder  Ally. 

But  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  in  this  quarter,  was  ftiortly  retaliated,  in  a  very  fcverc 
manner,  on  the  banks  of  the  Coleroon,  a  river  that  bounds  the  diftrift  of  Tanjour  to  the 
north.  A  detachment  of  2000  infiintry,  and  about  3CX)  cavalry,  from  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  army, 
lay  encamped  on  its  banks,  for  the  proteflion  of  the  Company's  poiTeflions  to  the  fouth  of 
Madras^  This  fmall  army,  which  was  commanded  by  a  Colonel  Braithwaite,  an  officer  of 
known  bravery  and  experience,  was  attacked  on  the  i6th  of  February  in  this  year,  by  Tippoo 
Saib,  with  an  army  of  20,000  men,  (the  flower  of  his  father's  army)  a  proportionate  train  of 
artillery,  and  about  400  French  troops,  commanded  by  Monlieur  Lally.  After  three  days 
brave  and  glorious  refiftance,— furrounded  with  enemies, — and  attacked,  on  the  third,  by  the 
rcferved  corps  of  French  troops,  they  were  obliged  to  yield ;  gaining  more  reputation  by  their 
defence,  than  the  conquerors  acquired  by  their  victory. 

This  unfortunate  event  on  the  banks  of  the  Coleroon,  revived,  in  feme  degree,  the  courage 
and  hopes  of  Hyder  Ally,  He  alfo  received  an  additional  motive  of  encouragement  from  the 
fuccefs  which  his  forces  obtained,  in  conjunftion  with  the* European  troops  that  came  from, 
the  iilands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius,  under  the  command  of  M.  Duchemin.  They  invefted 
Cuddalore,  a  place  of  fufficient  ftrength,  and  great  importance;  which  being  unprovided  for 
any  length  of  defence,  furrendered  on  capitulation  on  the  8th  of  April :  in  the  fame  manner 
they  befieged  and  took  Permacoil ;  after  which,  being  joined  by  Hyder  Ally,  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  army,  their  views  were  direded  to  a  joint  attack  upon  Vandiwafbi  a  place  of  the 
greateft  confequence  to  the  Englifh  at  the  prefent  criiis. 

The  dangerous  fituation  of  our  affairs  in  India,  had,  for  a  coniiderabte  time,  exercifed  the 
attention  of  the  fupreme  feat  of  government  at  Bengal.  The  principal  objed,  among  the  va- 
rious difficulties  in  which  they  were  involved,  was  to  bring  about  a  ieparate  accommodation 
with  the  Mahrattas ;  the  gaining  of  which  point,  would  enable  them,  to  direft  their  whole 
ftrength  and  efforts  againft  HydeF  Ally  ;  whom  they  confidered,  if  not  a  more  potent,  atleafi 
a  more  implacable  enemy» 

An  opening  to  a  general  pacification  with-  the  Mahrattas  bad*  already  been  made  by  a  treaty 
previoufly  concluded  with  Madajee  Scindia,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  chiefs  of  that  nation* 
Through  his  mediation,  terms  of  reconciliation  were  at  length  fettled  between  the  refidue  of 
his  countrymen  and  the  Englifh,  which  were  very  favourable  to  the  latter.  Anwng  other 
particulars,  the  former  engaged  themfelves  to  oblige  Hyder  Ally  to  reilore  to  the  Englifh  and 
their  allies  all  the  places  he  had  taken  from  them,  &c.  &c.  But  the  moft  important  article  of 
this  treaty  was  that  by  which  the  Mahrattas  agreed  to  permit  no  other  European  nation  to  fet- 
tle faftories  in  any  part  of  their  dependencies.  As  a  compenfation  for  this  conceffion,  the 
Englifh  were  bound,  on  the  other  hand,  to  afford  no  affiftance  or  countenance  whatfoever  to 
any  Indian  ftate  or  xution  at  enmity  witk  the  Mahrattas,  &c. 
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178a  This  ncgotiatio&,  wbrch  vras  extremely  beneficial  to  the  Englifh,  and  eftabliflied  their  po^ec 
and  intereft  in  India  upon  the  naoft  fecure  and  permanent  foundation,  was  indebted,  in  a  very 
great  degree,  for  its  fuccefs,  to  th«  talents  and  aSivity  exerted  upon  this  critical  occafion  by 
Mr.  Anderfon,  who  was  deputed  by  the  governor  and  council  of  BengaL  It  was  figncd  by 
both  parties  on  the  17th  of  May,  1782,  and  confirmed  at  Calcutta  on  the  third  of  th  cfbllow- 

ing  month. 

The  conclufion  of  this  treaty  was  a  fevere  blow  to  Hyder  Ally.  He  now  beheld  his  formid- 
able enemy  freed  from  that  powerful  dlverfion,  which  the  war  with  the  Mahrattas  had  occa- 
fioned  in  his  favour :  but  thi^  was  not  all  r — the  very  people  wbofe  alliance  had  been  effica- 
cious in  the  profecution  of  his  prefent  plan,  were  now  become  his  enemies,  and  engaged  to- 
co-operate  againft  him  in  defeating  it.  His  dependence  on  the  promifed  aid  of  the  French^. 
had  proved  to  be,  in  a  great  cneafure,  iU-founded.  He  was  fufficicntly  fagacious  and  well  in* 
formed  to  perceive,  tliat  they  could  not  efFcftually  fupport  him  but  by  gaining  a  decided  fupc- 
riority  at  fea ;  which,  with  a  far  fuperior  force,  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  :  fo  that, 
notwithftanding  the  fucceffcs  of  his  fon,  Tippoa  Saib,  he  appeared  very  unwilling  to  hazard  » 
general  a£lion  with  the  Englifh. 

Upon  Hyder  Ally's  moving  towards  VandiwaQi,  Sir  Eyre  Cootc  marched  immediately  to 
proteA  it.  The  Eaftern  Prince  avoided  that  engagement  which  the  Britifh  General  fo  eagerly 
courted.  At  length,  however,  by  a  well-concerted  movement  of  the  latter,  Hyder  Ally  was 
forced  to  rilk  what  he  feemed  fo  much  to  fear,  and,  on  the  fecond  of  June,  a  very  decifivc  ac- 
tion took  place  between  the  two  armies ;  when  a  complete  viftory  was  obtained  by  the  Britifli. 
troops : — the  enemy  were  entirely  routed  and  put  to  flight.  But  the  want  of  cavalry  prevented 
Sir  Eyre  Cootc  from  purfuing  his  advantages.  From  the  difficulty  of  fubfifting,  the  neceffity^ 
of  providing  for  the  fick  and  wounded,  together  with  the  cxceffive  heat  of  the  feafon.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  moved  nearer  to  Madras,  where  the  increafing  ill  flate  of  his  health  obliged  that  able 
officer  to  relinquilh  the  command  of  the  Britifli  forces  to  General  Stuart.. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  another  aftion  took  place  oflF  Negapatnam,  between  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
and  M.  deSufFrein,  in  which  the  former  had  the  advantage, — and  had  not  an  unexpeftcd  alter- 
ation of  wind  interpofed,  the  Englifli  would  have  gained  a  moft  complete  vi^ory. 

After  this  engagement,  the  French  Admiral  withdrew  to  Cuddalore  to  refit,  and  availing 
himfelf  of  fome  confiderable  reinforcements  both  of  fliips  and  troops,  he  put  to  fea  in  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft  in  order  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Trincomale.  On  being  informed  of  his 
defign,  the  Englifli  Admiral  failed  immediately  to  the  relief  of  that  place;  but,  on  his  arrival 
ciF  Trincomale,  on  the  fecond  of  September,  he  found  that  it  had,  two  days  before,  .furren- 
dered  to  the  French  arms.  On  the  next  day,  another  engagement  took  place  between  the  two 
fleets,,  wherein  the  Englifli  fuftained  their  former  charader.  They  refifted  and  beat  off  the 
irnemy,  whofe  force  was  now  encreafed  to  15  fliips  of  the  line,  and  forced,  them  to  the  flieltec  . 
of  Trincomale  Bay.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  obliged  to  bear  away  to  Madras  to  refit,,  from 
whence  the  bad  weather,  on  the  fetting  in  of  the  monfoon,  compelled  him  to  repair  to  Bom- 
bay ;  but  his  paflage  to  that  fettlement  was  accompanied  with  fuch  a  continuaiKe  of  boiflerous 
weather,  as  to  prevent  his  arrival  there  till  towards  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  year.  In  the  mean- 
time. Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  with  a  fquadron  of  five  fliips  of  the  line,  was  arrived  at  Bombay. 
Thus  ended  the  naval  campaign  in  the  {bail  Indies;  and  with  fome  advantages  gained  over 
Tippoo  Saib  by  the  Britifli  troops  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  under  the  command  of  ColoneL 
Macleod,  the  military  campaign  of  1782  concluded,  in  the  fame  quarter  of  the  globe,. 

We 
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2782      We  rnnft  now  return  to  ether  important  objeAs,  whidh  folicit  our  attention^  in  our  owa 
hemifphere. 

Tht  fiegcs  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca ^cre "ftill  carried  xm  by  the  united  forces  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  ^ith  the  utmoft  fpirit  and  aiEtivity,  and  both  places  were  defended  with  unabated 
firmnefs  and  obftinacy  by  their  refpeftive  garrifons.    The  courts  of  Verfailles  and  Madrid^ 
however  they  might  confider  tlie  reduAion  of  Gibraltar  as  a  matter  of  doubt,  they  entertained 
not  the  leaft  idea  but  that  Minorca  would  be  very  Ihortly  reduced.     In  order  to  juftify  the  ex- 
•peftation  of  both  the  French  and  Spanifli  nations,  every  pofliblc  meafure  was  taken  to  give 
fuccffs  to  this  entcrprizc.     The  army  that  befieged  the  place  was  little  Ihort  of  20,000  men, 
and  confifted  of  cjiofen  troops.    The  battering  train  amounted  to  1 20  cannon,  and  40  mortars 
"of  the  largeft  dimenfions.    The  moft  expert  engineers  in  France  condufted  the  attacks,  and 
one  of  their  bcft  and  braveft  <?enerals  commanded  their  army.     The  garrifon,  on  the  other 
hand^  amounted  to  no  more  than  2,700  men,  and  500  of  thefe  had  been  drafted  from  the  corps 
of  invalids  in  England.     The  ilrength  of  the  works  they  had  to  defend  was  of  a  very  fuperiof 
nature;  but  they  were  fo  fpacious,  and  in  fuch  numbers,  as  to  demand  twice  the  garrifon 
i¥hich  now  did  duty  within  them.     The  befieged,  however,  did  all  that  could  be  effefled  by 
Ikill,  courage,  and  refolution ;  but  the  fuperiority  with  which  they  had  to  contend,  both  in  ^ 
xefpeA  of  numbers  and  artillery,  was  fo  great  as  to  put  their  utmofl  fortitude  to  the  trial.     But 
this  was  not  all,  for  while  the  French  and  Spanifh  army  attacked  them  frbm  without,  a  far 
more  dreadful  and  dangerous  enemy  had  taken  poUeffion  of  the  place  withij;!,  and  committed 
fuch  ravages  among  the  befieged,  as  were  far  more  defiru£fcive  than  thofe  they  fuffered  from  the 
exertions  of  the  enemy.    The  communication  with  the  country  being  entirely  cut  ofF,  no  fup* 
plies  of  vegetables  could  be  conveyed  to  the  garrifon,  who  were  confequently  reduced  to  the 
neceffity  of  fubfifling  on  fait  provifions.     This,  added  to  other  circumflances,  brought  on  the 
fcurvy,  which  increafed,  in  a  (hort  time,  to  fuch  a  deplorable  degree,  as  to  baffle  all  endea- 
vours to  fuppreft  or  even  alleviate  its  horrid  cfFcdts.     In  fhort,  after  fuftaining  with  unex- 
ampled perfeverance  the  mifcrics  of  their  fituation,  the  garrifon  was,  in  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary in  this  year,  fo  enfeebled,  that  the  number  of  men  able  to  do  duty  amounted  to  no 
more  than  660,  which  was  not  a  great  deal  more  than  was  required  by  the  neceilary  guards. 

In  this  extremity,  the  governor.  General  Murray,  propofed  terms  of  capitulation,  and  the 
moft  honourable  were  granted  to  him  and  his  brave  garrifon,  by  a  generous  and  admiring 
enemy.     On  the  fifth  of  February,  the  fortrefs  of  St,  Phillip,  after  a  liege  of  fix  months,  was  * 
•delivered  up  to  the  combined  forces  of  France  and  Spain. 

*  Thus  did  the  ifland  of  Minorca  return  to  the  dominion  of  Spatn»  after  it  had  been  (except 
during  a  fhort  period  of  the  laft  war,  whco  it  was  taken  by  the  French,)  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Great  Britain  fincc  the  year  1708,  when  it  was  talLen  by  Sir  John  Leake  and  General,  after- 
wards Earl,  Stanliope,  and  had,  together  with  Gibraltar,  been  confidered  as  one  of  tSe  nobleft 
trophies,  and  moft  valuable  acquiiitions  to  Great  Britain,  during  the  triumphant  reign  of 
Queen  Anne. 

The  lofs  of  Minorca  was  accompanied  by  events  which  gave  a  very  unpropitious  appearance 
to  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  year.  In  the  preceding  November,  the  iflands  of  St,  Eu- 
ftatius,  St.  Martin's,  and  Saba,  were  furprizcd  and  taken  by  the  French, — and,  on  the  third 
of  February,  1782,  the  fettlements  of  Demerary  and  IHequibo,  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  were 
retaken  by  the  iame  power.  - 

But 
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1782  But  thcfe  fucccflcs,  though  very  mortifying  to  the  Britifli  nation*  were  Ihortly  followed  by 
an  attempt  of  much  greater  importance.  The  old  and  valuable  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopber,  was: 
doomed  to  be  the  next  branch  that  was  to  be  lopped  off  from  the  Britifli  empire.  On  the  i  itb 
of  January,  in  this  year,  the  Marquis  dc  Bouillc  landed  &,ooo  men  on  the  ifland,  which  was- 
by  no  means  in  a  condition  to  make  a  vigorous  defence,  the  garrifonxoniifting  of  no  more: 
than  600  effeAive  regular  troops*  The  only  place  of  ftrength  in  the  ifland  was  Brimftone- 
liill,  fituated  on  the  fliore,  near  the  town  of  Sandy  Potnc,  which  it  overlooks  and  commands^ 
Though  there  were  fome  fortifications  on  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  its  natural  ftrength  was  its^ 
beft  fecurity,  being  of  great  height^  and  of  fo  diflicult  accefs,  as  to  render  aa  afcent  alxnoft  im->^ 
prafticable  againft  a  very  moderate  force  to  defend  it. 

On  the  landing  of  the  French  army,  which,  from  the  greatnefs  of  its  foixe^  could  not  be* 
prevented,  General  Frafcr,  the  Britifli  commanding  officer,  retired  to  Brimftone-hill.  The- 
whole  of  his  ftrength,  befides  the  regulars;  above-mentioned,  did  not  exceed  400  militia,  whichi 
had  been  broyght  to  bis  afliftance  by  Governor  Shirley  ;  and  twice  the  number  that  compofed 
the  garrifon  was  fcarcely  adequate  to  a  proper  defence. 

Admiral  Hood  did  every  thing  that  capacity  and  courage  eoiald  tScd  to  give  eflential  relief 
to  the  ifland,  but  in  vain ;  while  the  defenders  of  it  exercifed  the  utmoft  perfererance  and  for* 
titude  in  their  endeavours  to  preierve  it»  During  three  wecks^  .the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  in-i- 
ceflant,  till  all  the  conftroAions  of  every  kind  upon  the  hill  were  deftroyed,  and  the  garrifoa 
deprived  of  all  (belter.  In  this  ftate  of  ex^emity,  after  a  fiege  of  five  weeks,  k  was  thought 
neceflary  to  cajutulate.  The  garrifon  were  allowed  the  honours  of  war,  and  the  inhabitants^ 
<  were  fecured  in*the  poflefHon  of  their  eftates  and  property,  &c.  The  reduftion  of  this  ifland 
took  place  on  the  13th  of  February,  in  the  prefent  year.  The  iflands  of  Nevis  and  Montfer- 
rat  fhared  the  ill-fortune  of  St*  Chriftophers,  fo  that  of  all  our  forneier  numerous  pofieifions- 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  Jamaica,  Barbadoes  and  Antigua,  now  alone  remained* 

On  the  19th  of  the  fame  month,,  Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  at  Barbadoes  with  fifteen  capital 
fhips,  where  he  formed  a  janflion  with  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  and  took  upon  him  the  command 
of  the  fleet,  which  now  conflfted  of  37  fliips  of  the  line.  The  firft  objeA  with  the  Englifb 
Admiral,  tiras  to  intercept  a  convey  from  Breft,  which  was  conveying  naval  ftores,  artillery,, 
ammunition,  and  other  fupplies  to  the  Count  de  Grafle ;  which,  after  all,  efcaped  the  welK 
concerted  plan  to  intercept  it,  and  arrived  fafe  at  Martinico. 

In  confequence  of  this  diiappointmeot.  Sir  George  Rodney  repaired  to  St»  Lucia,  where  he 
took  in  provifions  for  five  or  fix  months,  with  a  determination  to  follow  the  French  fleet,  the* 
moment  it  failed  from  Martmico,  wherever  it  fhould  dire£t  its  courfc  The  defign  of  the 
French  Admiral,  was  to  proceed  with  all  diligence  to  Hifpaniola,  Where  Don  Solano  war 
waiting  for  him,  with  fixteen  (hips  of  the  line  and  a  numerous  body  of  land  forces.  Thefe,. 
added  to  the  French  fleet  and  troops,  were  to  have  formed  a  joint  attack  upon  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica*  The  great  importance  of  preventing  this  jundion,  and  of  forcing  M.  de  Grade  to 
an  engagement  before  it  took  place,  was  a  moft  important  objeft  with  the  Britifli  Admiral ;, 
for  till  this  defign  was  cfFcfted,  the  iflands  yet  belonging  to  Great  Britain  could  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity. 

To  the  great  fatisfaftion  of  the  Britifh  commanders,  they  were  informed,  early  in  the 
morning  of  th^.  8th  of  April,  by  the  fignals  made  from  the  frigates  of  obfervation^  that  the 
French  fleet  was  getting  under  way  and  fteering  to  leeward.  Sir  George  .Rodney  flood  imme-^ 
diately  after  the  enemy,  and  came  up  with  them  off  Dominica  towards  the  evening.    Various. 
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178a  manceovrcs  were  exercifed  by  both  fleets  during  the  three  following  days,  and  a  partial  engage- 
ment took  place  between  them.  Towards  the  evening  of  the  eleventh,  fome  of  the  beadmoft 
fhips  of  the  Britilh  fleet  approached  fo  hear  to  one  of  the  enemy,  which  had  fufFered  confider- 
ably  in  the  late  a£tion,  that  it  muft  have  been  inevitably  captured,  had  not  M.  de  Grafl!e  bore 
down  with  his  whole  fleet,  for  its  prcfervation.  The  movement  he  made  for  this  purpofc 
i  brought  him  fo  near  the  Britifh  ileet,  that  the  Engli^  Admiral  conceived  immediate  hopes  of 
bemg  able  to  fofc«  him  to  adion  the  next  day.  With  this  expeftation,  he  made  fuch  difpo- 
iitions  during  the  night,  that  it  was  evident  at  break  of  day,  it  was  no  longer  in  the  enemy^s 
power  to  avoid  an  engagement. 

Not  a  moment  was  loft  in  preparing  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  (ignal  for  a  clofe  line  of 
bzttle  was  thrown  out,  and  obeyed  with  univcrfal  readinefs  by  every  Ihip  in  the  fleet.  _  The 
aftion  was  commenced  about  fcven  in  the  morning  by  Admiral  Drake's  diviflon.  Our  fhips, 
«s  they  came  up,  ranged  llowly  and  clofely  along  the  enemy's  line,  when  they  gave  and  re*. 
-ceivcd  a  moft  tremendous  fire.  They  were  fo  near,  that  every  Ihot  took  place,  and  the  French 
fhips  being  crouded  with  troops,  the  carnage  in  them  was  prodigious.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  havoc  that  was  made,  from  the  Formidable,  Sir  George  Rodney's  (hip,  firing 
near  fourfcore  broadfides.  The  engagement  had  continued  with  great  refolution  on  both  fides 
till  about  noon,  when  the  Britifti  Admiral  perceiving  an  opportunity  of  breaking  the  enemy's 
line  of  battle,  refolved  to  improve  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  He  accordingly  bore  down 
upon  the  enemy's  center  with  impetuous  bravery,  being  fecondcd  by  three  fhips,  and  fuccefs^ 
fully  broke  through  it.  He  was  followed  by  the  remainder  of  his  divifion,  and  wearing  round 
clofe  upon  the  enemy^  efi^ually  feparated  their  line,  and  threw  them  into  inextricable  con- 
fufion.  This  bold  and  unexpeAed  motion  decided  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  French, 
however,  continued  ftill  to  fight  with  the  utmoft  bravery,  and  the  battle  lafted  till  fun  fet; 
which,  in  thofe  latitudes,  is  almoft  fucceeded  by  darknefs. 

Since  the  famous  battle  of  La  Hogue,  in  the  year  1692,  the  French  had  not  fuftained  fuch 
a  complete  and  ruinous  defeat  as  on  this  memorable  day.  Their  fleet  was  almoft  ruined,  and 
their  lofs  of  men  amounted  to  an  abfolute  carnage.  The  number  of  thofe  who  were  aftually 
flain  in  this  engagement,  was  computed  at  3,000,  and  the  wounded  at  near  twice  that  number. 
The  whole  lofs  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Britifh  fleet  did  not  exceed  1,100. 

The  lofs  of  (hipping  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  five  taken,  viz.  one  of  1 10,  three 
♦  of  74»  and  one  of  64  guns:  another  of  their  line  was  funk  in  the  engagement.  But  the  fhip,  the 
lofs  of  which  afFefted  the  French  with  more  than  common  concern,  was  the  Ville  de  Paris.  She 
had  been  a  prefcnt  from  the  city  of  Paris  to  Louis  XV.  and  is  faid  to  have  coft  1 76,0001.  fterling ; 
(he  carried  1 10  guns,  and  had  on  board,  at  her  departure  from  Martinico,  1,300  men,  includ- 
ing marines  and  land  troops.  Thirty-fix  chefts  of  money,  deftined  for  the  pay  and  fabfiftcnce 
of  the  troops  in  the  propofed  invafion  of  Jamaica,  were  found  in  this  Ihip.  It  was  a  fingular 
inftance  of  good  fortune,  that  the  whole  train  of  artillery,  with  the  battering  cannon  and  tra- 
velling carriages,  intended  for  the  attack  on  Jamaica,  happened  to  be  on  board  the  fhips  which 
were  now  taken. 

The  flying  enemy  were  clofely  purfued  by  Commodore  Affleck  and  the  fhips  in  company 
with  him :  he  kejpt  up  a  vigorous  fire  upon  them,  and  continued  the  chace  till  night.  On  the 
morning  of  the  next  day  they  were  no  longer  to  be  feen.  As  foon  as  it  was  light  Admiral 
Rodney  prepared  for  an  immediate  purfuit,  but  was  prevented  by  a  calm;  which  lafted  three 
ilays.    When  it  was  afcertained  that  the  enemy  had  failed  to  leeward^  Sir  Admiral  Hood's 
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178a  divifion  was  difpatchcd  infcarch  of  them;  and  on  the  next  day  after  leaving  the  fleet,  hcdif- 
covered  five  of  the  enemy's  (hips  making  towards  the  Mona  Paflage,  between  the  eaft  end  of 
Hifpaniola  atnd  the  ifland  of  Porto  Rico.  After  a  (hort  engagement,  two  (hips  of  64  guns  and 
two  frigates  ftruck  to  the  Britifh  flag.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  joined  the  fleet  off  Cape  Tiberoon, 
and  Sir  George  Rodney  proceeded  with  the  difabled  (hips  and* the  prizes  to  Jamaica,  as  well 
for  the  purpofc  of  refitting,  as  for  the  greater  prefervation  of  the  ifland,  if  the  combined  enemy 
(hould  ftill  venture  to  make  any  attempt  towards  the  profecution  of  their  former  de(ign. 

In  this  manner  were  fruflrated  the  defigns  of  France  and  Spain  in  this  part  of  the  world :  the 
iirft  were  now  deprived  of  almoft  all  the  means  they  had  prepared  for  the  execution  of  them. 
Befides  the  lofs  of  eight  of  their  capital  (hips,  and  the  (battered  condition  of  many  of  the  reft, 
they  had  loft  the  whole  train  of  artillery  belonging  to  their  troops,  and  the  military  cheft  for 
the  payment  of  them  :  fo  that,  had  they  been  inclined  to  per(ift  in  the  purfuit  of  their  under- 
takings, they  muft,  in  a  great  meafure,  have  depended  on  the  refources  of  their  Spani(h  allies  : 
but  the  latter  was  fo  afFeded  b~y  the  late  difafter,  that  they  did  not  feem  in  the  leaft  difpofed  to 
exert  any  vigour  towards  a  reparation  of  it.  They  (hortly  after  returned  to  the  Havannah, 
purfuing  no  other  meafures,  for  the  prefent,  but  fuch  as  were  requi(ite  for  their  own  fafety. 

Thi«  great  and  glorious  naval  viftory  not  only  fecured  our  remaining  poflefQons  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  but  maybe  faid  to  have  clofed  the  war  in  that  part  of  the  globe.  It  was  ftill  of  greater 
importance  in  its  general  eflFefts,  from  the  fuddcn  and  unexpefled  change  it  produced  in  our 
£tuation, — from  the  high  reputation  which  fuch  an  extraordinary  and  fuccefsful  exertion  af- 
forded, and  by  the  additional  weight  it  gave  us  as  a  nation,  whether  for  the  further  profecution 
of  the  war  or  the  accompli(hment  of  peace. 

North  America  afforded  no  military  tranfa£lion  of  any  confequence  during*  this  period.— 
The  oppofite  armies  at  New  York  and  its  neighbourhood,  were  fo  nearly  balanced  with  refpeft 
to  force,  and  to  the  ftrength  of  their  refpeftive  pofts  and  defences,  that  little  or  no  opportunity 
offered  for  enterprize  on  either  (ide.  This  ftatc  of  inaftivity  was  happily  confirmed  by  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  againft  the  American  war. 

The  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  having  oflFered  her  mediation  in  order  to  reftorc  peace.between  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  Mr.  Fox,  then  Secretary  of  State,  wrote  a  letter  to  Monfieur  Simolin, 
the  Ruflian  minifler  in  London,  dated  March  29,  informing  him,  that  his  Majefty  was  ready 
to  enter  into  a  negociation,  for  the  purpofe  of  fctting  on  foot  a  treaty  of  peace,  on  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  that  which  was  agreed  to  in  1674,  between  his  Majefty  and  the  republic  of 
Holland  ;  and  that  in  order  to  facilitate  fuch  a  treaty,  he  was  willing  to  give  immediate  orders 
for  a  fufpcnfion  of  boftilities,  if  the  States  General  were  difpofed  to  agree  to  that  meafure.  In 
another  letter,  dated  May  4,  in  anfwer  to  one  he  had  received  from  the  Ruffian  minifter,  Mr. 
Secretary  Fox  took  notice  of  the  late  change  in  his  Majcfly's  councils,  and  obferved,  that  his 
Majefty  was  willing  to  allow  to  the  Dutch  the  entire  liberty  of  navigation,  according  to  the 
treaty  of  1674,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Republic  ;  a  treaty,  by  which  the  principles^of 
the  armed  neutrality  were  eftablifhed,  in  their  wideft  extent,  to  all  the  contrafting  parties; 
and  that  his  Majefty  would  accept,  as  the  bafis  of  a  feparate  peace  between  him  and  the  States 
General,  a  free  navigation,  according  to  the  principles  demanded  by  her  Imperial  Majefty,  in 
her  declaration  of  the  28th  of  February,  1 780. 

It  would  have  been  highly  advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  at  this  time,  to  have  made  a  fepa- 
rate peace  with  Holland,  or  even  to  obtain  a  cefTation  of  hoflilities  with  that  power,  as  a  pre- 
liminary ftep  towards  a  pacification ;  but  the  French  and  American  influence  prevailed  too 
Vol.  IV.  3  G  mach 
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2782  much  in  the  councils  of  the  United  States,  to  expeft  any  thing  lefs  than  a  refufal  to  acquiefce 
in  the  terms  propofed  by  the  mediation  of  her  Imperial  Majcfty.     Even  while  this  negotiation 
was  agitating,  Mr.  Adams  was  received  by  their  High  Mightineflcs  in  quality  of  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  )of  North  America.  ' 

The  Dutch,  who  feem  to  have  been  deftined  to  fufFer  in  every  part  of  their  dominions  for 
the  ill-judged,  and  what  may  be  called  unnatural,  part  which  they  took  in  this  war,  were, 
about  the  fame  time,  deprived  of  mod  of  their  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  by  Captaii^ 
Shirley,  in  the  Leander  of  50  guns;  who,  without  any  land  forces,  and  with  the  affiftance 
only  of  the  Alligator  flobp  of  war,  took  Acra,  with  four  other  Dutch  forts,  it>ouming  alto- 
gether 124  pieces  of  cannon  ;.  and  to  complete  their  ruin  on  that  coaft.  Lieutenant  Cartwright^ 
of  the  Argo  frigate,  having  landed  with  a  detachment  of  feamen,  to  fupport  fome  land  forces- 
which  were  under  the  direftion  of  the  African  Company,  had  a  principal  fhare  in  uking  the 
firong  and  well  garrifoned  Dutch  fort  of  Commenda. 

On  the  other  hand,  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  fome  time  before  his  departure,  witli  die  remainder 
•f  the  beaten  fleet,  from  Cape  Francois  to  North  America,  concerted  an  expedition,  merely 
praedatory,  againft  the  remote  pofleffions  and  property  of  the  HudfonV  Bay  Company.  M.  de- 
la  Peroufe  was  appointed  to  command  a  fmall  (quadron  properly  equipped  for  this  purpofe.— 
He  failed  from  Cape  Fran90js  on  the  31ft  of  May,  and  did  not  arrive  at  the  iflands  of  Refolu- 
tion,  which  mark  the  entrance  of  Hudfon's  Straits,  till  the  27  th  of  July.  After  encountering, 
the  known  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  voyage,  they  arrived  on  the  8th  within  fight  of  Port 
Prince  of  Wales,  upon  the  Churchill  river.  The  Company  poflcfs  fix  of  thofe  buildings, 
which  are  called  Forts,  in  Hudfon's  Bay,  being  in  reality  faftories,  erefted  at  tlie  mottths  of 
the  principal  rivers ;  the  buildings  arc  neceflarily  ftrong,  as  well  to  guard  againft  the  climate 
as  againft  other  dangers,  and  are  furnilhed  with  artillery  to  command  refped  from  the  different 
nations  of  the  favages,  who  come  from  the  remotcft  parts  to  difpofe  of  their  furs  and  peltry;, 
but  they  had  not  a  fingle  fbldicr  in  all  thefc  foits ;  and  the  whole  number  of  ftorckeepers,. 
clerks,  and  fervants  of  every  denomination,  which  the  Company  maintain  at  fo  many  fbtions, 
does  not  exceed  1.20  perfon*.  The  enemy,  therefore,  landed  w^ithout  oppofition,  and  deftroyedi 
the  fettlements,  forts,  merchandise,  &c.  tathe  amount  of  about  500,0001.  ftcrling.  Having; 
committed  this  cohimercial  niifchief,  the  French  commanders,  in  the  beginning  of  September,, 
let  fail  for  Europe.  Some  fuccefles  on  the  Mufquito  Shore,  were  all  that  Great  Britain  had 
to  counterbalance  this  lofs  in  the  northern  extremity  of  America*  The  Spaniards  had  taken, 
pofleflion  of  fome  places  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  and  on  the  Mufquito  fhore,  and  had  made^ 
repeated  Attempts  upoathe  Englifh  logwood  cutters  and  fettkrs  there:  but  the  baymen,  aflift-^ 
td  by  the  negroes,  retook  fome  of  tliem  with  great  valour,  A  little  army  was  formed,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Indians  in  tbofe  parts,  whofe  enmity  to  the  Spaniards  has  been  hereditary 
ever  fince  the  difcovery  of  America,  commanded  by  Colonel  Defpard,  who  attacked  and  car-^ 
Tied  the  pofts  on  the  Black  River,^  where  they  made  about  800  of  the  Spanifh  troops  prifoners- 
of  war. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  Bahama  Iflands  were  mvefted  by  Don  Juan  Manuel  de  Cagi- 
gal^  Governor  of  the  Havannab,  with  three  frigates  and  fixty  fail  of  tranfports,  on  board  of 
which  were  2,500  troops :  zs  thefe  iflands  were  incapable  of  making  any  material  defence,  they, 
were  furrendered  by  capitulation  on  the  8th  of  that  month. 

The  ficge  of  Gibraltar  ftill  continued  to  be  carried  on  with  unabated  vigour.  It  had  no\^ 
lafted  three  years,,  and  all  Europe  was  in  fufpence  as  to  the  mamier  in  which  it  would  be  con->^ 
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178^  eluded.  The  defence  it  had  made,  and  continued  to  make,  excited  yniverfal  admiration,  and 
began  to  leilen  the  fanguine  expectations  which  the  beficgers  had  entertained  of  their  fuccefs 
«gainft  it.  *  At  length,  however,  a  projeA  was  propofed  by  the  Chevalier  d'Arcon,  a  Frcncii* 
engineer  of  diftinftion,  which  gave  fome  promifc  of  reducing  this  important  fortrefs.  The 
plan  of  this  officer  was,  to  form  floating  batteries  of  fuch  a  conftruftion,  as  might  neither  be  * 
liable  to  be  funk  or  fet  on  fire ;  and  though  they  did  not  finally  fucceed,  were  admirably  adapt- 
ed to  their  deftruftive  purpofcs.  They  were  ten  in' number,  and  made  out  of  the  hulks  of 
large  veflcls  of  1,400  to  1,600  tons  burthen,  cut  down  for  that  purpofe ;  tlieir  guns,  which 
amounted  to  212,  were  brafs  26  pounders,  and  entirely  new.  They  were  to  be  feconded  by 
a  great  number  of  large  boats  mounted  with  guns  and  mortars  of  heavy  metal,  befides  a  large 
fleet  6f  frigates  and  (hips  of  force, — with  fome  hundreds  of  fmall  craft,  which  were  to  accom« 
pany  them  with  troops,  for  the  inftant  execution  of  whatever  might  occur  aa  neccffary  to  be 
performed. 

To  the  army  already  encamped  before  the  place,  a  body  of  12,000  choice  troops  from  France 
was  now  added.  The  corps  of  engineers  was  the  beft  that  France  and  Spain  could'furnirii ; — 
Princes  of  the  blood  of  France,  and  persons  of  the  firft  families  and  mod  diftinguifhed  name 
in  both  kingdoms,  appeared  as  volunteers  to  aid  the  ftupendous  attack  that  was  now  preparing. 

The  13th  of  September  was  the  day  deftined  to  decide  the  fate  of  Gibraltar.  Early  in  the 
morning  the  floating  batteries  came  forward,  and  about  ten  were  anchored  in  a  line  at  about 
1,000  yards  from  the  Ihore.  As  foon  as  they  were  properly  arranged  they  began  an  heavy 
cannonade,  and  were  feconded  by  all  the  cannon  and  mortars  in  the  enemies  lines  and  ap- 
proaches.  At  the  feme  inftant  the  garrifon  opened  all  its  batteries,  both  with  ho^and  cold 
Ihot  from  the  guns,  and  (hells  from  the  howitzers  and  mortars.  This  terrible  fire  continued, 
without  intermiffion  on  either  fide,  till  noon,  when  the  befiegcd  began  to  perceive  their  fupe- 
riority*  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  principalof  the  floating  batteries  appeared  to 
be  on  fire,  and  before  that  time  on  the  fucceeding  morning  the  whole  of  them  were  in  flames, 
and  foon  confumed. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  enemy,  though  induftrioufly  concealed,  ra^jift  have  been  very 
great,  while  the  detriment  received  by  the  garrifon,  in  thefe  various  attempts  of  the  enemy, 
was  very  inconfiderable  indeed.  It  was  now  evident,  that  the  fortrcfs  of  Gibraltar  was  im- 
pregnable when -defended  by  Britifh  foldiers.  General  Elliot,  by  hi$  fuperior  condud,  added 
another  leaf  to  the  wreath  of  Britifh  glory, 
y  Still,  however,  anotherdifSculty  remained  to  be  overcome,  before  Gibraltar  could  be  con- 
iidered  as  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity.  Notwithftanding  the  failure  of  their  late  attempt,  the  enemy 
were  not  without  hope,  that,  from  the  want  of  ammunition  and  provifions,  the  garrifon  would 
at  length  be  compelled  to  furrender.  But  they  were  deftined  to  meet  with  nothing  but  difap- 
pointment  in  the  ficge  of  this  fortrcfs^  for  fuch  diligence  was  exerted  at  home,  that  Lord  Howe 
was  enabled  to  fet  fait  from  Portfmouth  about  the  middle  of  September,  with  34  fhips  of  the 
tine,  &c.  for  the  rcHef  of  Gibraltar.  This  grand  objefk  he  fucf  efsfully  effefted  on  the  28th  of 
Oftober,  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  combined  fleets,  which  ^mounted  to  46  line  of  battle  fhips. 
On  the  20th,  a  partial  aftion  took  place  at  the  Straits  mouth  between  the  two  fleets, — when, 
the  eneitny  avoiding  the  opportunity  they  had  of  coming  to  a  general  engagement,  and  the  Bri- 
tifh Admiral  having  fucceeded  in  throwing  the  neceflary  fuccours  into  Gibraltar,  which  was 
the  grand  objeft  of  his  enterprize,  returned  to  England,  and  received,  as  he  well  deferved,  the 
thanks  of  botli  Uouies  of  ParUameiu  for  the  impor taiH  fervice  of  that  expedition.. 

iG  %  The 
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J  782      The  following  treaty  of  amity  and  coi^merce  was  concluded  in  the  beginning  of  Odobet^ 
in  this  year,  between  the  courts  of  Peteriburg  and  Copenhagen. 

**  Article  I.  There  (hall  fobfift  between  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  RufGas,  her  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs  to  the  throne,  of  the  one  part,  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Denmark,  his  heirs 
an4  fucceflbrs  to  the  throne,  of  the  otlier  part,  as  alfo  between  their  fiatcs»  kingdoms,  pro* 
vinces,  cities,  and  fubjefis,  to  perpetuity,  a  lading  peace,  familiarity  and  good  underftanding ; 
and  in  virtue  of  this  concord,  as  well  the  faid  two  powers  as  their  fubjeds,  without  exception, 
ihall  afford  mutually,  on  all  occaHons,  and  particularly  that  which  concerns  commerce  and 
navigation,  all  the  aid  and  afliftance  poflible  in  difplaying  for  this  purpofe  all  the  zeal  of  friends 
and  good  neighbours,  and  without  ever  hazarding  any  thing  that  can  tuni  to  the  prejudice  or 
detriment  of  either  of  the  parties. 

**  IL  Perfefi  liberty  of  confcience  (hall  be  granted  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  two  nations  in  their 
refpeAive  dates,  and,  confequently,  they  (hall  have  free  liberty  to  exercife  the  duties  of  their 
religion  in  their  own  houfes,  in  buildings,  or  churches,  deftined  or  permitted  for  that  purpofe 
by  government,  without  being  troubled  or  molefted  on  any  account  whatever. 

**  III.  The  fubjcAs  of  Rudia  in  Denmark,  or  the  fubjeds  of  Denmark  in  Ruffia,  (hall  be 
conftantly  regarded  and  treated  as  the  mod  favoured  nations  :  and  the  two  high  contraAing 
parties  engage,  between  them,  to  grant  to  their  refpeftive  fubje£ls  all  the  accommodation  and 
adidance,  and  all  the  commercial  advantages  which  can  naturally  arife  from  fuch  a  prcfenence, 
in  order,  as  much  as  podible,  to  extend  and  raife  to  a  douriOiing  date  the  commerce  of  the 
fubjeAs  of  Rudia  in  Denmark,  and  of  the  fubjeAs  of  Denmark  in  Ruida^,  provided,  never- 
Chelefs,  that  in  all  cafes  where  the  prefent  treaty  (hall  not  ftipulate  fome  exemption  or  privilege 
in  favour  of  the  two  nations,  or  of  fome  one  in  particular,  the  Rudian  or  Danifh  merchants 
(hall  fobmit  in  their  trade  or  traffic  to  the  tariff  or  cudom  book,  ordinances,  and  laws  of  the 
country  in  which  they  (hall  be  fettled. 

**  IV.  It  (hall  be  permitted  to  the  fubjeds  of  each  of  the  allied  powers  in  the  dates  of  the 
other,  to  navigate,  fell,  and  tranfport  freely  by  water  and  by  land,  in  all  the  ports,  cities,  and 
roads  of  the  two  countries,  all  merchandize  of  which  the  coming  in  and  going  out  is  not  pro- 
hibited, on  payment,  however,  of  the  cudoins  and  prefcribed  rights  in  each  place,  and  upon 
conforming  thereto  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  vedcis  and  carriages  laden  with  the  like  tranf- 
ports  of  merchandizes  do  to  the  laws  eftablidied  in  the  place  wliere  fuch  commerce  (hall  bp 
carried  on.  Her  Imperial  Majedy  of  all  the  Rudias  excepts  only  from  the  aforefaid  pcrmifEon^ 
her  ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  of  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  her  other  podedions  in  Ada ;  and  his^ 
Dani(h  Majedy  excepts  only  his  podedions  in  America,  and  the  other  eftablifhments  which 
he  poflTcdes  out  of  Europe. 

**  V.  The  commercial  fubjefts  of  the  two  high  contrafking  parties  (hall  pay  for  their  mer- 
chandizes the  cudoms  or  duties  dxed  in  the  refpe£tive  dates  by  the  cudom-rate  books,  accor- 
ding to  the  prefent  or  future  reguhitions.  And  her  Imperial  Majedy  of  all  the  Rudias  is  fatis- 
ded,  that  (he  gives  his  Dani(h  Majedy  a  mod  convincing  proof  of  the  edeem  in  which  (he 
holds  his  Majedy,  in  the  favour  and  preference  which  (he  profedes  in  future  tagivetothe 
Danidi  fuhje£)s  in  her  dominions,  in  granting  them  permi(Con  to  difcharge  the  duties  or  cuf- 
toms  in  the  current  money  of  the  country,  without  being  fubjed,  as  heretofore,  to  pay  the 
fame  in  rixdollars,  valuing  the  rixdollar  at  1.24  copecks  current  money  of  Rudia;  except^ 
neverthclefs,  the  ports  of  Livonia,  Edonia^  and  Finland,  which  have  particular  cudoms  and 
privileges  to  which  tlie  prefent  treaty  is  not  to  extendi 

**  VI.  As 
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17&2  **  Vlt  As  a  reciprocal  return  for  the  advantages  granted  by  the  preceding  article  in  favour 
of  the  commercial  fubjefts  of  Denmark,  his  Danilh  Majefty,  wilhing  to  benefit  the  trade  of 
the  fubjefts  of  Ruffia  in  his  ftates,  agrees,  by  the  prefent  treaty,  to  grant  them  the  following 

advantages  :— 

"  I.  That  the  Ruffian  leaf  tobacco,  known  in  Europe  under  the  name  of  Ukraine  tobacco^ 
through  the  paiTage  of  the  Sound^  Ihall  pay,  in  future,  only  eight  ilivers  for  ten  pounds  of  the 
weights  of  Ruffia 

**  2.  That  fuch  merchandizes  as  are  valued  or  eftimatcd  by  the  rate  of  the  laft,  or  by  weight 
and  meafure,  fhall  be  examined  and  taxed  in  paffing  the  Sound,  according  to  the  lails»  mea- 
fures,  and  weights  actually  ufed  in  the  places  and  ports  of  the  Ruffian  empire  from  whence 
fuch  merchandizes  fhall  be  cleared  out. 

**  3*  That  the  pieces  of  Riga  timber,  known  under  the  name  of  Si/rr^/f  £(7/^^ff,  which  are 
five,  fix,  feven,  eight,  and  nine  fathoms  in  length,  fhall  pay  for  their  paflage  through  the 
.  Sound,  for  twenty  pieces,  two  and  a  half'reichs-orts  (about  2s.  9|d.  flerling)  ;  and  thofe 
of  the  length  of  from  four  to  one  fathom,  and  lefs,  fhall  be  reduced  to  the  duty  and  to  the 
meafure  of  the  pieces  of  from  nine  to  five  fathoms  in  length,  and  fhall  pay  the  cufloms  of  the 
Sound  according  to  that  redudion  made  on  the  meafure  of  the  great  pieces. 

•*  4*  That  the  Fedaffi^  or  Veidajfe^  fhall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  a  dozen  flivers  the  lafl,  which 
ihall  contain  twelve  tons  of  the  fize  of  thofe  now  in  ufe  at  Riga. 

**  VII.  And,  moreover,  his  Danifh  Majefly,  accuftomed  to  favour  the  interefls  of  the  em- 
pire of  Ruffia,  as  thofe  of  an  ancient  friend  and  ally  of  his  crown,  will  permit  the  fubje£ls  of 
Ruffia  to  enjoy,  throughout  the  Sound,  an  equal  treatment  with  the  nations  the  moft  favoured 
of  Denmark,  in  requiring  only  0;?^  per  cent,  for  all  merchandizes  of  which  mention  is  not 
made  in  the  tariff  or  cuflom-book, 

"  VIII.  The  vefTels  and  merchandizes  which  belong  to  the  fubjefts  of  Ruffia  fhall  not  be 
fearched  in  paffing  the  Sound;' but  witlv  refpefl  to  the  tolls  or  cufloms  to  be  paid  for  fuch- 
ihips  and  merchandizes,  credit  fhall  be  given  to  the  certificates  ayid  paffports,  in  due  form^ 
with  which  fuch-  vetlels  fhall  be  furnifhed  from  the  magiflrate  or  cuflom-houfe  of  the  place 
from  whence  they  fhall  have  cleared  our,  without  requiring  any  further  explanation  refpe£)ing 
the  merchandize  which  compofes  the  cargoes  of  fuch  veffels,  and  giving  full  faith  and  credit 
to  the  contents  of  fuch  letters  and  pafTports  with  refpeft  to  weight,  meafure,  quality,  and  pack- 
ages ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that  if  any  fraud  fhall  appear  committed  on  this  account,  mea- 
fures  fhall  be  taken,  on  the  firft  requifition,  for  the  purpofe  of  remedying  the  fame,  and  pre- 
venting the  like  in  future. 

**  IX.  The  cuflom-houfe  of  the  Sound,  i-n  acquitting  the  payment  of  duties,  fhall,  at  every 
time,  be  obligc^d  to  give  the  fpecific  detail  of  duties  received  on  each  piece  of  merchandize,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  verified  and  clparly  afcertained  if  any  thing  fhall  have  been  exa^ed  too 
much ;  and  the  faid  cuflom-houfe  fhall  not  be  permitted  to  depart  from  this  ufage,  unlefs  the 
captains  of  veflels,  to  accelerate  their  voyage,  fhould  content  themfelves  with  an  acquittal  in 
the  grofs  of  duties  paid  for  the  whole  of  their  cargoes. 

*^  X.  The  Ruffian  trading  fhips,  after  having  paid  the  tolls  or  duties  of  the  Sound,  whe* 
ther  upon  entering  the  Baltic  fea,  or  that  having  gone  out  thereof,  fhould  they  be  obliged  by 
tempeil,  contrary  winds,  or  otherwife,  to  return  to  the  Sound,  fhall  not  be  any  longer  liable  to 
pay  the  faid  duties  a  fecond  time. 

a  **  XI.  Alt. 
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1782  "  XL  An  exemption  of  port  duties,  and  generally  of  all  others,  fliall  be  granted  to  Rufltaa 
veilels  which  ihall  pafs  before  the  fort  of  GBkilat,  and  other  places  which  belong  to  Denmark 
on  the  Elbe,  fo  that  thefe  veflels,  in  goin^  and  coming,  fhall  not  be  fearched,  detained,  or 
diflurbed,  unlefs  that  in  time  of  war  there  fhould  be  ilrong  and  fpecific  reafons  to  fufpefi  tlieia 
of  carrying  contraband  articles  to  the  enemy,        , 

"  XII.  As  often  as  the  fubjefts  of  Ruffia  or  Denmark,  by  tempefts,  or  to  avoid  the  pur- 
fuit  of  fome  pirate,  or  other  unavoidable  accident,  Ihall  be  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  ports 
of  the  rcfpeflive  ftates,  they  fhall  refit  and  provide  themfclvcs  with  all  things  neccflary,  and 
^put  to  fea  in  free  liberty,  without  fubmitting  to  the  leaft  fearch,  or  the  payment  of  any  port 
fees;  or  other  duties  whatfocver;  oij  condition,  however,  that  during  their  ftay  they  fliall  take 
nothing  out  of  their  veflels,  nor  expofe  any  merchandize  to  fale,  and  that  they  fliall  conform, 
in  all  things,  to  the  laws,  flatutcs,  and  cufloms  of  the  place  or  port  into  which  they  Ihall  fo 
enter.  . 

"  XIIL  No  fliip,  whether  a  merchant-man  or  fliip  of  war,  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  of 
one  of  the  allied  powers,  nor  any  pcrfon  belonging  thereto,  fliall  be  liable  to  be  flopped,  nor 
fhall  the  merchandizes  be  fcized  in  the  port^  of  the  other.  But  this  is,  neverthelefs,  not  to 
-extend  to  feizures  or  legal  arrcfts  on  account  of  perfonal  debts  contrafted  in  that  country,  by 
the  proprietors  of  any  fucli  veflels  or  cargoes  ;  in  which  cafes,  the  proceedings  fliall  be  accor- 
•ding  to  the  laws  and  judicial  forms  of  the  country  ;  and  in  cafe  of  perfonal  delinquency,  it  is 
clearly  underftood,  that  every  one  fliall  be  fubjeft  to  the  punifliments  eftabliflied  by  the  laws 
of  the  country  where  the  fliap  or  veflTel  fliall  then  be. 

*'  XIV.  No  flirp  or  tranfport  whatever  belonging  to  the  one  power,  fliall  be  forced  by  the 
other  to  ferve  in  war  againft  their  will. 

"  XV.  If  the  veflels  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  two  contrafiing  powers  fliould  run  aground,  or 
be  wrecked  on  the  coafts  of  either  the  one  or  the  other,  their  refpedive  fubjeSs  fliall  be  en- 
titled, as  well  for  therafclves  as  for  their  veflels  and  efiifts,  to  all  poffible  fuccour  and  afliftance, 
the  fame  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  thcmfelves;  paying,  neverthelcfe,  the  fame  charges 
and  cuftomsto  which  the  proper  fubjefts  of  tiie  ftatc  are  in  like  cafes  fubjeft,  on  the  coafts 
where  they  fliall  be  fo  aground  or  wrecked. 

<*  XVI.  Wlifen  one  of  the  two  contrafting  powers  fliall  be  at  war  with  the  other  ftates 
the  communication  and  free  commerce  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  other  with  ftich  ftates,  fliall  not 
be  interrupted  ;  and  it  is  to  the  contrary,  in  this  cafe,  tliat  the  two  crowns,  intimately  con- 
vinced of  the  wifdom  of  principles,  which,  for  the  general  good  of  all  commercial  people, 
have  been  fixed  and  decreed  in  the  Afaritime  Convention  between  them  at  Copenhagen,  the 
Vth  of  June  and  July,  1780,  declare  their  determination  to  make  them  the  unalterable  rule  of 
their  conduft,- and  to  have  recourfe  K)  them  on  every  occafion^  as  to  laws  and  ftipulations 
which  merit  a  diftinguiflied  rank  in  the  cpde  of  humanity, 

*•  XVn.  In  confequence  whereof  they  here  immediately  apply  to  themfelves  the  four  im- 
portant axioms,  which,  in  cafe  of  war,  have  been  eftablilhed  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  all  neu- 
tral powers  in  general,  viz. 

^*  I.  That  all  veflels  fliall  have  Hberty  to  navigate  freely  from  one  port  to  another,  and  on 
tlie  coafts  of  nations  at  war* 

•*  2*  That  the  property  of  all  the  fubjefts  to  the  faid  powers  fliall,  in  time  of  war,  be  firec 
m  all  neutral  veflels,  excepting  goods  which  are  contraband. 

^*  3.  That 
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1782.  **  3.  That  in  order  to  determioe  that  which  charaftcrizcs  a  blocked  port,  none  ftiall  be  fo 
denominated,  but  wl^ere  the  approach  of  the  aiTailing  power  is  fo  near,  and  fo  fituated,  that: 
there  mufl  be  evident  danger  in  entering  it. 

**  4.  That  neutral  veiTels  (hall  not  be  ftppped  but  upon  j^  caufes,  founded  on  the  moft 
clear  fafts ;- that  they  fhall  have  judgment  without  delay  ;  that^he  proceedings  (hall  be  always- 
uniform,  expeditious,  and  legal;  and  that  at  all  times,  befides  the  recop:^nce  which  fhail  be 
made  to  thofe  who  fliall  have  fufFered  lofs  whhout  having  been  in  fault,  a^complete  fatIsfa£tioa 
ihall  be  made  for  the  infuit  given  to  tlie  r«fpe£l>ve  flags.. 

"  XVIII.  The  trading  vcflels  of  the  refpeftivc  fubjeflis,  navigating  alone,  and  which  ihall' 
be  met  with  either  coaftiog,  or  ii>the  open  fea,  by  the  fhips  of  war,  or  oth^r  arnted  veiiels  of 
cither  of  the  two  contrafting  poi^ers  engaged  in  a  war  with  any  otlier  powers,  fhall  fubmit  to- 
be  fearcbed  ;  but,  at  the  lame  time  that  thefaid  merchant-fliips  fhall  be  prohibited  from  throw- 
ing any  papers  overboard,  the  iliips  of  war  or  privateers  aforefaid,  (hail,  on  tlielr  part,  remain 
conftantly  beyond  the  diftancc  of  gun-(hot  from  fuch  merchant-^diips  ;  and  entirely  to. prevent 
all  diforder  and  violence,  it  is  agreed,  that  fuch  (hips  of  war  or  other  armed  veffels,  (hall  never 
fend  ofF  more  than  two  or  three  men  in  their  chaloupes,  to  go  on  board  them,  to  examine 
their  pailports  and  papers  which  contain  aftate  of  the  property  and  commiflions  of  the  veiTels  ;, 
r  but  fuppoiing,  neverthelefs,  that  fuch  xne^phant  veiiels  are  found  efcorted  by  one  or  more  ihips 
.of  war,  the  itmple  declaration  of  the  officer  commanding  the  efcort,  that  the  veiiels  carry  no- 
thing contraband,  (hall  be  looked  upon  as  fully  fuificient,  and  no  farther  fearch  (hall  take  place*. 

**  XIX«  As  foon  as  It  has  been  made  to  appear,  by  the  documents  prodxiced,  or  by  the 
verbal  aiTurance  of  the  ofiker  commanding  the  efcort,  tfiat  the  merchaut-ihips  fo  met  at  fea 
are  not  laden  with  contraband,  ihey  (hall  be  free  to  continue  their  route,  without  any  further 
hinderance ;  and  thofe  (hips  of  war  or  privateers,  on  one  part  or  the  other,  who  (hall,  not- 
.  withftanding,  moleft  or  damage,  in  any  manner  whatever,  the  (hips  in  queilion,  (hall  be  obli- 
ged to  anfwer  for  it  in  their  perfons  and  property,  befides  the  reparation  due  for  the  infuit 
given  to  the  flag. 

*^  XX.  That  if,  on  the  contrary,  a  veilcl,  on  being  fearched,  (hall  be  deteScd  with  con- 
traband goods  on  board,  the  chefts,  trunks,  bales,  and  caiks  which  (hall  be  fo  found  in  the 
iame  veiTel,  (hall  not  be  broken,  nor  the  leaft  part  of  the  merchandizes  diSurbed ;  but  the 
captor  (hall  have  a  right  to  bring  the  faid  vdlel  into  port,  where,  after  commencing  his  legal 
procefs  before  the  judge  of  the  admiralty,  according  to  tlie*  eftabli(bed  rules  and  laws,  and  after 
that  definitive  fentence  (hall  have  been  paded,  the  prohibited  goods  or  merchandize,  or  fuch  as 
Ihall  be  pronounced  to  be  contraband,  (hall  be  confifcated,.  whilft  the  other  ef&ds  and  mcr* 
chandizes  which  were  found  with  them  in  the  fame  (Hip,,  (hall  be  reftored,  without  either  the 
vefle]  or  e(Fe£l;s  being  liable  to  be  detained  under  pretence  of  cofisv  damage,  or  penalties. 

^'  During  the  continuance  of  the  procefs,  the  captain,  after  having  delivered  the  goods  taken« 
fer  contraband,  (hall  nt>t  be  obliged,  againft  bis  will,  to  wait  for  the  conclufion  of  the  .procefs,. 
but  may  put  to  fea  with  the  veiTel  and  the  reft  of  his  cargo,  whenever  he  (hall  think  proper^:—-- 
And  in  cafe  that  a  veilel  of  one  of  the  two  powers,  being  at  peace,  ihall  be  feized,  in  open  fea,. 
by  a  man  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  other  power,  being  at  war,  and  (hall  be  laden  with  mer- 
chandize,  acknowledged  for  contraband,  the  mafter  of  fuch  merchant  veflel  (hall  be  at  liberty, 
if  he  thinks  proper,  to  abandon  immediately  fucli  contraband  merchandize  to  bis  captor,  who* 
ftall  be  obliged  to  content  himfelf  with  fuch  vQluntary  ahaHdanmifit,  without  retaining,  mo« 

3.  letting. 


*^  J.  */..  T  iit  5^uiivy  T  arTi^uK  ttt^  «ai  tiiHjc  -g^inrii  SaiL  3c  miicHEawt  5»  ransc  mar-  rjue 
*feiwmu:;s!^.rwt  <jf  -svirri.ianiT^  •»  3-  'sairixina,  Wbsrrsn^  i^t-airns-  T'lr.iLi.  loncx.  i.  -ritfrr^ 
suisr^  fiHitt,  acsKncs.  r '^-''-T^m  asr*  fkOsrm  £ac>i:jr%  rrra^irL,  pkis^  i^Txr^ii:-  it-Hk,  csr-r^r- 

fvmii  tttfaci-T  ^AiC^St^,  sni  iidsr'jit.'oc^  i>  fici.  i  Earner,  ti-c  «^  nr*-.  T.grL^^r*'  iiic  tacBrirfi  ex- 


jsl  ^1  vt  »';Luci  Jiiijltr  j»a3-',cr  ari:  vii  rr^.s  Escrrsr,  ss  ii-puas;.  tiac  i:a  case  oc  a 
f'rv^'.*^  >*.  -j^vru  ^<te  'ffywis  as  ««^  w> 

-rf^ifliB,  wi^  fr^::  br  rc;?::*^  ia  Ack  ferrkc,  «si  t^At  wSo  fisZ  be  MrariExot  or  iskL  Snvc 
ji^wre^  fie  f%i»t  of  4ets^:z2rsv^^  eren  drr'n^  ths  war,  ^i:^  isoc  be  l»:^cid  zsfxi  or  ticafiod  oq 

^  %XI V^   Af  cadi  of  tbe  oro  coctrft&big  fowcn  scar,  for  tiae  adnnsigc  oTdK  ^■^■■■■j'**^ 
€(  t^^m  f  vV^&f ,  appoint  OTifab  in  die  £aaet  of  cirir  rrfpodiTC  ckxcLiiio&s  redpotxallT,  it  u 

proccflcs 


\f  9ni  KAha  hmitan^  hm  the  proper  cosxi^nt  Z2hd  agrcemect  of  thtc  pomes,  bare  rcoovrfe  to 
ii^  i^AffOcnt  ef  ^^t  rtfpedire  eoaiizls ;  ani  thu  not  onir  tbe  deoSons  of  tbnr  ikid  caofals 
iha;l  be  ptrft&lj  rzlud  and  kgaL,  bot  in  or<ier  to  enfonx  the  esecudoa  of  their  lietcnninationSy 
fbef  fltafl  alf>r>«  incaitf  of  neceffitr,  call  in  the  power  and  afiiilanrr  of  the  tribanals  of  the 
fisKce*  Bot  wbenrrrr  tbe  poftks  in  difpiit^  will  not  have  lecoarfe  to  the  asthoritr  of  thdr 
rywn  oyi/'iA^  they  i^A^W  wakt  zppliaaion  to  the  ordinaiy  tribonals  of  the  conatnr  where  tfaej 
fr,iil  ikAn  be ;  wbkh  uihanah  Ibali  be  atfeentiTe  to  render  them  the  mou  expeditious  and  moft 
1f.fUt  y^ikc^  aceofdirtf  to  the  laws  and  legnlatioas  eflablilbed  br  thofe  txibiinals:  and,  in 
(lA4i€f  €zkp  the  refptAive  fabjeAf  may  chale»  to  plead  or  condoft  their  caofe,  foch  coonfellots, 
70rUHhk%p  m  DOCaricf^  as  diey  (hall  think  proper,  proirided  they  be  dal j  leasgniicd  as  foch  by 
tb<:  ^//ircrnintnt^  ct  the  coutU  eftablilhcd  for  that  pmpole. 

^  XXV.  The  afereiasd  confab^  in  qvaliry  of  ofli^rs  of  a  friendly  and  allacd  power,  ihall 
lufV  power  Vtkcwiftf  with  the  confent  of  the  two  high  contraAing  parties,  to  fettle  thp.  dif* 
f9y»f  and  finally  decide  between  merchants  of  their  refpeAive  nations ;  bat  in  ail  cafes  which 
tCBCtm  their  own  particobr  a^rs,  they  (ball  not  be  the  Ids  fabonUnate  themiclves  to  the 
jbnrs  m4  tribooab  of  tbe  coontry  wheie  they  IhaJl  be  eflabliflicd. 

••  XXVL  When 
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"  XXVI.  When  the  Ruffian  and  Danifh  merchants  ftiall  enter  in  the  cuftom-houfe  their 
contrafts  or  bargains  for  falc  or  purchafe  of  merchandizes  by  their  clerks,  fupercargocs,  or 
other  agents  emplpyed  by  them,-  the  cuftom-houfe  of  Ruffia,  in  which  thofe  contrafts  Ihall  be 
regiftcred,  Ihall  examine  carefully  if  thofe  who  contraft  for  the  account  of  their  principals, 
are  furnifhcd  by  th«m  with  full  powers,  made  in  good  and  fufEcient  form  ;  in  which  cafe,  the 
faid  principals  fhali  be  refponfible  for  the  fame  as  if  they  had  coritraflted  in  perfon.  But  if  the 
faid  fupercargocs  or  agents,  employed  by  the  aforcfaid  merchants,  arc  not  provided  with  orders 
or  fufEcient  powci*s,  they  ought  not  to  be  credited  on  their  word :  and  although  the  cuftom- 
houfes  may  be  charged  with  the  care  of  this  objeft,  the  parties  thtfmfclves  who  contrafk  Ihall 
not  be  the  lefs  bound  to  take  care,  that  the  grants,  bargains,  or  contrafts,  that  may  be  fo  made, 
fhall  not  exceed  the  powers  which  have  been  entrufted  to  them  by  their  principals,  as  the  latter 
are  only  bound  to  anfwer  for  the  objeft  and  value  for  which  the  powers  were  given  by  them. 
The  cuftom-houfes  of  Denmark  ftiall  obferve  the  fame  conduft  with  refpeft  to  the  contrafts, 
purchafcs,  and  fales,  between  the  Ruffian  and  Danifti  merchants  in  the  ftates  of  his  Danilh 
Majefty. 

**  XXVII.  All  poffible  fupport  (hall  be  given  to  the  rcfpeftivc  fubjefts,  againft  thofe 
amongft  themfelvcs  who  ftiall  not  fulfil  the  engagements  of  contrafts  made  according  to  the 
forms  prefcribed,  and  regiftered  at  the  cuftom-houfe  ;  and,  for  this  purpofc,  government,  on 
both  fides,  ftiall  employ,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  all  authority  and  affiftancc  requifitc  to  compel 
the  appearance  of  the  parties  before  the  proper  tribunals  of  the  place  where  fuch  contrafts  ftiall 
have  been  made  and  regiftered,  and  alfo  to  oblige  the  contraftors  to  the  fpecific  performance 
thereof. 

**  XXVIII.  The  Danifh  merchants  cftablifhcd  in  Ruffia  ftiall  pay  for  the  merchandizes 
which  they  Ihall  buy,  in  the  fame  current  money  of  Ruffia  that  they  Ihall  have  received  for 
their  merchandizes  fold,  unlefs  that  in  their  contrafts  or  agreements  made  betweqn  the  buyer 
and  feller,  it  may  have  been  ftipulated  to  the  contrary.  The  Ruffian  merchants  eftabiifhed  ia 
the  ftates  of  Denmark  (hall  enjoy  reciprocally  the  fame  advantage. 

"  XXIX.  The  ncceflary  mutual  precautions  (hall  be  taken,  that  the'  forting  the  merchan- 
dizes may  be  truftcd  to  pcrfons  of  known  intelligence  and  probity^  to  the  end  that  the  refpec- 
tive  fubjefts  may,  by  that  means,  be  guarded  againft  an  improper  choice  of  merchandizes  and 
fraudulent  packages ;  and  whenever  there  (hall  be  fufficient  proofs  of  trefpafs,  negligence,  or 
of  bad  faith  in  the  exercife  of  the  duty  of  their  olfices,  they  (hall  be  refponfible,  and  obliged  to 
«nake  good  all  lofTes  incurred  by  their  fault. 

**  XXX.  The  rcfpeftivc  fubjefts  fhall  have  foil  liberty,  at  the  rcfpeftivc  places  of  refidence, 
to  keep  books  of  trade  or  commerce,  in  whatever  language  they  think  proper,  without  any 
prefcription  or  reftraint  on  that  account ;  and  it  (hall  not  be  required  of  them  to  produce  their 
books  of  accounts  or  of  commerce,  unlefs  to  juftify  themfelvcs  in  cafe  of  bankruptcy  or  pro- 
cefs  at  law ;  but  in  this  laft  cafe,  they  (hall  not  be  obliged  to  prefent  or  (hew  more  than  the 
articles  ncceflary  to  the  eclairciflcmcnt  of  the  affair  in  queftion. 

"  XXXI.  If  it  (hould  happen,  that  a  fubjeft  of  Ruffia,  in  the  ftates  of  Denmark,  or  a 
fubjeft  of  Denmark,  in  the  ftates  of  Ruffia,  (hould  become  a  bankrupt,  without  having  ac- 
•quired  the  right  of  denizen  or  citizen,  the  creditors,  -under  authority  of  the  magiftrates  of 
•each  place,  (hall  name  truftecs,  to  whom  all  the  effefts,  books,  and  papers  of  him  who  fhall 
have  become  a  bankrupt  (hall  be  entiufted ;  and  then  the  creditors  who  (hall  have  claims  to  two- 
thirds  of  theftock,  if  they  vote  in  favour  of  any  arrangement  whatever  concerning  the  diftri- 
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1782  butioii  of  this  flock,  their  fufFrages  (hall  have  fufficierit  power  over  the  other  creditors,  wha 
fliall  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  their  arrangement :  but  with  refpeft  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  refpcc-.' 
tive  ftates  who  (halJ  be  naturalized,  or  Ihall  have  acquired  the  right  of  citizen  in  the  ftates  of 
the  other  contrafting  party,  they  Ihall  fubmit,  in  cafe  of  bankruptcy,  (as  in  all  other  affairs} 
to  the  laws,  ordinances,  and  flatutes  of  the  country  where  they  fhall  be  naturalized. 

**  XXXII.  The  Danifh  merchants  eflablifhed  in  Ruffia,  fhall  be  permftted  to  build, 
to  buy,  fell,  and  hire  houfes  in  all  the  cities  of  this  empire,  (Ruffia)  which  have  not 
lights  and  privileges  contrary  to  thefc  acquifitions ;  and  it  is  fpccifically  agreed,  that  at  St. 
Pcterfburg,  Mofcow,  and  Archangel,  the  houfes  pofTeiTcd  and  inhabited  by  the  Danifh  mer- 
chants, fhall  be  exempt  from  lodgement  or  the  quartering  of  troops  or  foldicrs,  fo  long  as  the 
houfes  belong  to,  or  are  a£tually  occupied  by  themfelves  ;  but  the  houfes  which  they  fhall  let, 
or  take  to  hire,  fhall  not  be  fo  exempted.  In  all  the  other  cities  of  the  empire  of  Ruffia,  the 
houfes  bought  or  built  by  Danifh  merchants,  who  fhall  eflablifh  themfelves  there,  fhall  not 
enjoy  the  exemptions  granted,  only  in  the  three  cities  above  fpecified.  If,  neverthelefs,  it  fhall 
be  judged  proper,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  to  make  a  general  order  to  take  a  pecuniary  commu- 
tation for  the  proviiion  of  quarters,  the  Danifh  merchants  fhall  be  fubjeft  to  it  as  well  as 
others. 

"  His  Danifh  Majefly  engages  reciprocally,  that  the  Ruffian  merchants  eflablifhed  in  his 
ftates,  fhall  enjoy  the  fame  exemptions  and  privileges  which  arc  granted  by  this  prefent  article 
to  the  Danifh  merchants  eflablifhed  in  Ruffia,  and  on  the  fame  conditions  as  above  fpecified. 

**  XXXIII.  Thofe  of  the  refpeftive  fubjefts  who  fhall  be  inclined  to  quit  the  provinces, 
cities,  and  flates  of  either  of  the  contra£ling  powers,  fhall  not  experience  any  hinderance  on 
the  part  of  government ;  but  they  fhall  have  granted  them,  with  the  accuflomed  precautions  of 
each  place,  the  neccfTary  paflports,  entitling  them  to  go  and  take  away  freely  all  property  which 
they  may  have  brought  or  acquired  there,  after  having  firfl  paid  their  debts,  and  the  dues  and 
duties  appointed  by  the  laws,  ordinances,  and  flatutes  of  the  refpe£livc  flates. 

"  XXXI V.  Although  the  right  of  efcheat  does  not  exifl  in  the  flates  of  the  two  contraft- 
ing  powers,  it  is,  neverthelefs,  agreed  between  them,  to  prevent  all  doubts  which  may  arife 
thereupon,  that  the  efFedls,  moveable  or  immoveable,  left  by  the  death  of  any  of  the  refpeflivc 
fubjefts  in  the  flates  of  the  other  power,  fhall  defcend  freely,  without  any  obflacle  whatever,  to 
the  right  heirs  of  an  inteflate,  or  legatees  by  the  will  of  the  deceafed,  who  fhall,  in  confequencc 
thereof,  take  immediate  pofTeffion  of  the  eflate,  either  by  themfelves  or  by  letter  of  attorney,  as 
well  as  the  teflamentary  executors,  if  any  fhould  have  been  named  by  the  deceafed  ;  and  the 
faid  heirs  fhall  afterward*  difpofe  of  the  eflate  which  fhall  have  been  left  them  as  they  think 
proper,  after  having  paid  the  different  dues»  duties,  and  fees  eflablifhed  by  the  laws  of  the  Hate 
where  the  faid  fucceffion  fhall  have  been  left.  And  in  cafe  that  the  heirs  fhould  be  abfent,  or 
fhould  be  minors,  incapable  of  claiming  their  rights,  then  an  inventory  fhall  be  taken  of  all 
the  fucceffion  by  a  notary  public,  in  prefence  of  a  judge,  or  of  the  tribunals  of  the  place,  ac- 
companied by  the  confulof  the  nation  of  the  deceafed,  if  there  be  one  in  the  fame  place,  and 
of  two  other  perfons  worthy  of  trufl,  and  afterwards  put  into  fome  public  cflablifliment  or 
fund,  or  into  the  hands  of  two  or  three  merchants,  who  fhall  be  named  for  that  purpofc  by 
the  faid  conful ;  or  if  he  Ihq^uld  neglcft  to  nominate  two  fuch  perfons,  then  into  the  hands  of 
perfons  appointed  by  public  authority  for  that  purpofe,  to  the  end,  that  the  eflate  or  cfFefts 
may  be  by  them  held  and  preferved  for  the  legitimate  heirs  and  true  proprietors*  And  if  there 
fiiould  arife  any  difpute  relative  to  fuch  eftalc  between  different  claimants,  then  the  judges  of 
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1782  the  place  where  the  efFcfts  of  the  deceafed  arc  found,  fhall  decide  the  procefs  by  definitive  fen- 
tence,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 

**  XXXV.  If  peace  (hould  be  broken  between  the  two  contrafting  parties,  (which,  God 
forbid  !)  the  perfons  of  the  refpeftive  fubjefts  (hall  not  be  flopped,  nor  their  vellels  nor  cfFcSs 
confifcated ;  but  one  year,  at  leaft,  Ihall  be  granted  them  to  fell,  part  with,  or  remove  their 
cffcfts,  with  a  view  to  repair  to  whatever  place  they  ftiall  think  proper,  after  having,  never- 
thelefs,  paid  all  the  debts  which  may  be  legally  demanded  of  them  :  this  likewife  fhall  be  un- 
<3erftood  of  thofe  of  the  refpeftive  fubjefts  who  (hall  ferve  by  fea  or  by  land,  and  both  the  one 
and  the  other  (hall  be  permitted,  before  or  at  the  time  of  their  departure,  to  make  to  whom- 
foever  they  (hall  think  proper,  or  to  difpofe  agreeable  to  their  will  and  convenience,  of  fuch  of 
their  efFcfts  as  they  (hall  not  have  been  already  able  to  difpofe  of;  fo  that  thofe  who  owe  them 
money,  as  well  as  thofe  to  whom  they  owe  money  fhall  be  equally  obliged  to  pay  their  debts, 
the  fame  as  if  no  fuch  rupture  had  happened. 

**  XXXVI,  The  prefent  treaty  (hall  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  twelve  years,  and  all  which 
]S  found  therein  decreed,  is  to  be  invariably  obferved  during  this  interval,  and  executed  in  its 
full  tenor  and  meaning  ;  provided,  that  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  faid  treaty,  it 
(hould  depend  on  the  good  pleafure  of  the  two  high  contradting  parties  to  agree  to  its  pro- 
longation. 

*'  XXXVII.  The  two  high  contraAing  powers  engage  to  ratify  the  prefent  treaty  of  com- 
merce, and  the  ratification  of  it  (hall  be  exchanged,  in  good  and  due  form,  in  the  fpacc  of  fix 
weeks  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  figning,  or  fooner,  if  poflible.  In  faith  of  which,  we,  the 
under-figned,  in  virtue  of  our  powers  plenipotentiary,  have  thereunto  fet  our  names,  and 
affixed  tlie  feal  of  our  arms. 
**  Done  at  St.  Peterfburg,  the  ^Vh  of  Oftober,  1782. 

"  (L.  S.)  Peter  Christian  de  Schumacher. 

*•  (L.  S.)  Jean  Count.de  OsTERMAN. 

"  (L.  S.)  Alexander  Count  de  Worontzow. 

•*  (L.  S)  Alexander  de  Bezborodko. 

"  (L.  S.)  Peter  de  Bacounin." 
cSf  This  treaty  of  amity  and  cotnmerce  was  ratified  by  their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefties, 
and  the  ratifications  were  exchanged  according  to  the  common  cuftom,  by  the  refpeftivc 
plenipotentiaries. 

At  this  time  was  alfo  concluded  the  following  treaty  at  the  Hague,  between  the  republic  of 
Holland  and  the  United  States  of  America. — Though  it  is  founded  on  the  bafis  of  the  fecrct  • 
treaty  of  177^,'  yet  as  it  appears  in  a  new  fhape,  and  in  its  prefent  form  and  fubftance  is  ad- 
mitted as  a  part  of  the  coxumercial  law  of  Europe,  we  fhall  give  it  at  large. 

«*  Their  High  MighlinelTes  the  States-General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  defiring  to  afcertaiix,  in  a  permanent  and  equitable  manner,  the  rules  to  be 
o^bferved  relative  to  the  commerce  and  corrcfpondence  which  they  intend  to  eftablifh  between 
their  refpeftive  flates,  countries,  and  inhabitants,  have  judged,  that  the  faid  end  cannot  be 
better  obtained  than  by  eftablifhing  the  mod  perfeft  equality  and  reciprocity  for  the  bafis  of 
their  agreement,  and  by  avoiding  all  thofe  burthcnfome  preferences  which  are  ufually  the 
fourccs  of  debate,  embarraffment,  and  difcontent ;  by  leaving  alfo  each  party  at  liberty  to 
make,  refpefting  commerce  and  navigation,  fuch  ulterior  regulations  as  It  fhall  find  mofl  con- 
venient to  itfelf,  and  by  founding  the  advantages  of  commerce  folely  upon  reciprocal  utih'ty, 
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i;3i  anJ  :&d  ja£k  rules  of  fr^  s&icrccorfe,  rcSsrrlrjg  w'dtjtl,  toeacLpoTtr,  t!ic  ETieiif  of  aiaiiaig^ 
at  tU  plealbre,  cdier  nations  fo  a  psrtk^pscioa  cf  the  &2ic  ^/irmturss- 

^  On  xSaeSt  pctr^^ttt^  tbar  H^  yrtghdz^^es  tare  r»rrvtf  fcr  rijcfr  pfcmjecsotigies,  Mcf- 
fean  t&eir  ^epctks  for  fartizn  a£dn ;  and  the  ^ad  Uait^  Sr^sr%  of  Amgricx,  oa  dnr  parv 
LiTt  fnmiilbtd  with  fall  pomcn  3r(r»  John  A/ynw,  L^s  cofrraniiEcaer  of  tie  Uahzd  Scztes  of 
Atoerka  at  the  Cotirt  of  VcrCiZ'j^Sf  he,  w!io  hare  2z^ced  aci  cacicC odcd  s  fcllowi : 

**  Anklt  L  There  daVL  be  afirm,  in-Tl-Iaile,  and  tiaimiaJ  peace,  and  tnccre  frkadiliip, 
hcxifttft  tfaeir  High  Ml^utlneScs  tfae  Lorii  the  Scales  Gctscial  of  tbc  Unir^i  Nitn^rliads,  and 
Ae  Vrlttd  Sutes  of  Amcrlcz;  an  J  betircen  toe  fcbjeds  and  iahaijsrits  of  the  hid  parties, 
ani  f>etvecn  the  cotmtr;*?,  iilindi,  ch:<:^,  and  plices,  fir-atcd  onsier  tiie  jiriiciiioo  of  the 
ikA  Unirid  NetPieTiaraij^and  the  Uii  ISr/^.^c  St2t^  cf  America,  tiielr  fai-i&$  and  inliiSiLiiits^ 
cf€7i^  degree,  w;t:.oat  erc^ption  of  pencr^  or  places. 

**  II.  The  faSjefts  of  the  Cud  Sates  General  of  the  Uaited  XetherJands  iLill  par  ia  the 
forts,  havens,  roads,  ccuntifes,  iihndu  cities,  or  pEiccs  of  the  Unltsd  iatcs  of  America,  or 
an  J  Cf(  tlitms  no  ether  nor  greater  dtsties  or  impoits,  of  whaterer  natore  or  denomination  thcj^ 
mzf  btf  tkzn  iho{c  which  the  nationi  the  mcfG,  faroorcd  are  or  ihall  be  obll^  to  paj;  and 
the  J  fhal]  enjoy  atl  the  rights,  liberties,  prxTiIeges,  immunities,  and  exemptions  in  trade,  lu- 
T:gation,  and  commerce,  which  the  laid  nations  do  or  Ihall  enjoy,  whether  In  paffing  from 
cut  fon  to  another  in  the  (aid  feates,  or  in  going  from  any  of  thofe  ports  to  any  foreign  port 
of  the  world,  or  from  any  foreign  port  of  the  world  to  any  of  thole  ports^ 

**  IIL  The  fobjeds  and  inhabitants  of  the  laid  United  Sutesof  America,  IhaH  pay  in  the 
ports,  harens^  ro'S^f  coontries,  iflands,  cities^  or  places  of  the  laid  United  Netherlands,  or 
any  <^them,  no  other  nor  greater  doties  or  impofls,  of  whttcrer  nature  or  denomination  they 
'  may  be,  than  thole  which  the  nations  the  moft  fiiToorcd  are  or  Ihall  be  obliged  to  pay,  and 
they  Ihall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  inmionities,  and  exempdcms  in  trade,  navi- 
gation, and  commerce^  which  the  laid  nations  do  or  Ihall  enjoy,  whether  in  pa£ng  from,  one 
port  to  another  in  the  laid  ftates,  or  from  any  one  towards  any  one  of  tbefe  ports,  from  or  to 
any  foreign  port  of  the  world ;  and  the  United  States  of  America^  with  their  fobjeds  and  in* 
habitants^  Ihall  leave  to  thole  of  their  High  Mightinefles  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their 
righu  in  the  countries,  illands,  and  feas  in  the  Eall  and  Weft  Indies,  without  any  hinderance 
or  moltfiation* 

•*  IV.  There  (hall  be  an  entire  and  perfeft  liberty  of  conlc^nce  allowed  to  the  fubjeds  and 
inhabitants  of  each  party,  and  to  their  families,  and  no  one  Ihall  be  molcfted  in  regard  to  his> 
worlhip,  provided  he  fobmits  as  to  the  public  demonft ration  of  it,  to  the%iws  of  die  country ; 
there  Ihall  be  given,  moreover,  liberty,  when  any  fubjefts  or  inhabitants  of  either  party  (half 
die  in  the  territory  of  the  other,  to  bury  them  in  the  ufual  burying  places,  or  in  decent  or 
€^>nvcnient  grounds  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  as  occafibn  Ihall  require ;  and  the  dead 
bodies  of  thofe  who  arehuried  ihall  not,  in  any  wife,  be  molefted.  And  the  two  contra£ting 
parties  Ihall  provide  each  one  in  his  jurifdiAion,  that  their  refpeAive  fubjeds  and  inhabitants, 
may  henceforward  obtain  the  requilite  certificates  in  cafes  of  deaths  in  which  they  (hall  be  in-^ 
terelled. 

**  V.  Their  High  MighfMieflcs  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherhinds,  and  the 
United  Sutes  of  America,  Ihall  endeavour,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  to  defend  and 
prote^l  all  vellels  and  other  effeAs  belonging  to  their  fubjeAs  and  inhabitants  refpcAivcly,  op 
to  any  of  them  in  their  ports,  roads,  havens,  internal  feas,  pafles^  rivers,  and  as  far  as  their 
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1782  jarifdiftion  cttends  at  fca,  and  to  rctover  and  caufe  to  be  rcftofed  to  the  true  proprietors,  their 
agents,  or  attornics,  all  fuch  vefTels  and  ctEcSks  which  (hall  be  taken  under  their  jurifdiCtions^ 
and  their  veflels  of  war  and  convoys,  in  cafes  when  they  may  have  a  common  enemy,  (hall 
take  under  their  protection  all  the  ve(rels  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  either 
party,  which  (hall  not  be  laden  with  contraband  goods,  according  to  the  defcription  which 
Ihall  be  made  of  them  hereafter,  for  places  with  which  one  of  the  parties  is  in  peace  and  ihe^ 
other  at  war,  not  deftined  for  any  place  blocked,  and  which  (hall  bold  the  fame  cpuffe  or  fol-- 
low  the  fame  route :  and  they  thall  defend  fuch  vedels  as  long  as  they  (hall  hold  the  fame  courfe 
or  follow  the  fame  route  againft  all  attacks,  force,  and  violence  of  the  common  enemy,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  ought  to  protect  and  defend  the  vedels  belonging  to.  their  own  refpec*- 
tive  fubjeds. 

**  VI.  The  fubjefts  of  the  contracting  parties  may,  on  one  fide  and  on  the  other,  in  the 
7efpe£live  countries  and  dates,  difpofe  of  their  eifeds  by  tcfiament,  donation,  or  otherwi(e^ 
and  their  heirs,  fubjefts  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  refiding  in  the  country  of  the  other  or  elfc- 
where,  (hall  receive  fuch  fucceflions,  even  ab  inteflatOy  whether  to  perfea  or  by  their  attorney* 
or  fubftitute,  even  although  they  (hall  not  have  obtained  letters  of  naturalization,  without 
having  the  eiFeft  of  fuch  commi(fion  conteftcd  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerogatives  of 
any  province,  city,  or  private  perfon ;  and  if  the  heirs,  to  whom  fuch  fucceffion  may  have 
fallen,  (hall  be  minors,  the  tutors  or  curators  eflablifhed  by  the  judge  domieniary  of  the  faid 
minors,  may  govern,  direCt,  adminifter,  fell,  and  alterate  the  efFeCls  fallen  to  the  faid  minors 
by  inheritance,  ^nd  in  general,  in  relation  to  the  faid  fucceflions  and  effefts,  ufe  all  the  rights 
and  fulfil  all  the  functions  which  belong  to  the  difpofition  of  the  laws,  to  guardians,  tutors, 
and  curators :  provided,  neverthelefs,  that  this  difpofition  cannot  take  place  but  in  cafes  where 
the  teftator  fhall  not  have  named  guardians,  tutors,,  curators,  by  teftament,  codicil,  or  other 
legal  inftrument. 

"  VII.  It  (hall  be  lawful  and  free  for  the  fubjefts  of  each  party  to  employ  fuch  advocates, 
attornies,  notaries,  folicitors,  or  factors,  as  they  (hall  judge  proper. 

*^  VIII.  Merchants,  maflers,  and  owners  of  (hips,  mariners,  men  of  ail  kinds,  (hips,  and 
veflels,  and  all  merchandizes,  and  goods  in  general,  and  efiefts  of  one  of  the  confederates,  or 
of  the  fubjeds  thereof,  (hall  not  be  feized  or  detained  in  any  of  the  countries,  lands,  idands,, 
cities,  places,  ports,  (hores,  or  denominations  whatfocver  of  the  other  confederate  for  any 
military  expedition,  public  or  private  ufe  of  any  one,  by  arrefts,  violence,  or  any  colour  here* 
of;  much  lefs  (hall  it  be'  permitted  to  the  fubjefts  of  either  party  to  take  or  extort,  by  force,, 
any  thing  from  the  fubjefts  of  the  other  party  without  the  confent  of  the  owner;  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  to  be  underftood  of  feizures,  defcentions,  and  arrefts,  which  (hall  be  made  by  the 
command  and  authority  of  juftice,  and  by  the  ordinary  methods  on  account  of  debts  or  crimes, 
in  refpcft  whereof,  the  proceedings  muft  be,  by  way  of  law,  according  to  the  forms  of  juftice,. 
"  IX.  It  is  farther  agreed  and  concluded,  that  it  (hall  be  wholly  free  for  all  merchants,, 
commanders  of  (hips,  and  other  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  contrafting  parties,  in  every 
place  fubjefted  to  the  jurifdidion  of  the  two  powers  refpcflivcly,  to  manage  themfclves  their 
own  bufinefs :  and,  nroreover,  as  to  the  ufe  of  interpreters  or  brokers,  as  alfo  in  relation  to 
the  loading  or  unloading  of  their  veflels,  and  every  thing  yhich  has  relation  thereto,  they  (hall 
be,  on  one  fide  and  on  the  other,  confidered  and  treated  upon  the  footing  of  natural  fubje&s^ 
or,  at  leaft,  upon  an  equality  with,  the  moft  favooued  nation* 

•*  X.  The 
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1782  **  X.  The  merchant  (hips  of  cither  of  the  parties,  coming  from  the  port  of  an  enemy,  or 
from  their  own  or  a  neutral  port,  may  navigate  freely  towards  any  port  of  an  enemy  of  the 
other  ally  :  they  (ball  be,  neverthclefs,  held,  whenever  it  Ihall  be  required,  to  exhibit,  as  well 
upon  the  high  feas  as  in  the  ports,  their  fea  letters  and  other  documents  defcribcd  in  the  25111 
article,  dating  exprefsly,  that  their  efFefts  are  not  of  the  number  of  thofe  which  arc  prohibited 
as  contraband  :  and  not  having  any  contraband  goods  for  an  enemy's  port,  they  may  freely, 
and  without  hinderance,  purfue  their  voyage  towards  the  port  of  an  enemy.  Neverthelefs,  it 
fliall  not  be  required  to  examine  tlie  papers  of  veflcls  convoyed  by  veflcls  of  war,  but  credence 
fliall  be  given  to  the  word  of  the  officer  who  fhall  conduft  the  convoy. 

^*  XI,  If,  by  exhibiting  the  fea  letters  and  other  documents  defcribcd  more  particularly  in 
the  25th  article  of  this  treaty,  the  other  party  fliall  difcover  there  are  any  of  thofe  forts  of 
goods  which  arc  declared  prohibited  and  contraband,  and  that  they  are  configned  for  a  port 
under  the  obedience  of  his  enemy,  it  ilia U  not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  fuch  fhip, 
xior  to  open  any  cheft,  coffer,  packs,  calks,  or  other  veflels  found  therein,  or  to  remove  the 
fmalleft  parcel  of  her  goods,  whether  thefaid  veffel  belongs  to  the  fubjefts  of  their  High  Migh- 
tincfles  the  States  General  of  .the  United  Netherlands,  or  to  the  fubjcSs  or  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  United  States  of  America,  unlefs  the  lading  be  brought  on  fhorc  in  prefencc  of  the  officers 
of  tlie  court  of  Admiralty,  and  an  inventory  thereof  made,  but  there  fhall  be  no  allowance  to 
fell,  exchange,  or  alienate  the  fame  until  after  that  due  and  lawfuPprocefs  fhall  have  been  had 
againft  fuch  prohibited  goods  of  contraband,  and  tlic  Court  of  Admiralty,  by  a  fcntence  pro- 
nounced,  fhall  have  confifcated  the  fame,  faving  always  as  well  the  fliip  itfclf  as  any  other  goods 
found  therein,  which  arc  to  be  eflcemcd  free,  and  may  not  be  detained  on  pretence  of  their 
being  infcAed  by  the  prohibited  goods,  much  Icfs  fhall  they  be  confifcated  as  lawful  prizes  : 
but,  on  the  contrary,  when  by  the  vifitation  at  land  it  fhall  be  found  that  there  arc  no  contra- 
band goods  in  the  veifcl,  and  it  fhall  not  appear  by  the  papers,  that  he  who  has  taken  and  car- 
ried in  the  veffel  has  been  able  to  difcover  any  there,  he  ought  to  be  condemned  in  all  the 
charges,  damages,  and  intcrefls  of  them,  which  he  fhall  have  caufed  both  to  the  owners  of 
veffcls  and  to  the  owners  and  freighters  of  cargoes  with  which  they  Aall  be  loaded,  by  his 
temerity  in  taking  and  carrying  them  in,  declaring  mofl  exprefsly;  the  free  veffcls  fhall  affure 
the  liberty  of  the  effefts  with  which  they  fhall  be  loaded,  and  that  this  liberty  fhall  extend  it- 
fclf equally  to  the  perfons  who  fhall  be  found  in  a  free  vcflH,  who  may  not  be  taken  out  of  her, 
.    unlefs  they  arc  military  men  aSually  in  the  fervice  of  an  enemy, 

*'  XII.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  agreed,  tlxat  whatever  fliall  be  found  to  be  laden  by  the  fiib- 
jefts  and  inhabitants  of  either  party  on  any  fhip  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  other^  or  to 
•  their  fubjefts,  although  it  be  not  comprehended  under  the  fort  of  prohibited  goods,  tlie  whole 
iii;iy  be  confifcated  in  the  fa^ne  m,^nncr  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  enemy;  except,  neverthelefs, 
fuch  cfFefls  and  merchandizes  as  were  put  on  board  fuch  veffel  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
or  within  fix  mont,hs  after  it;,  which  effefts  fhall  not  be,  in  any  manner,'  fubjeft  to  confifca- 
tion,  but  fhall  be  faithfully,  and  without  delay,  reflorcd  in  nature  to  flic  owners  who  fhall 
claim  them,  or  caufe  them  to  be  claimed,  before  the  confifcation  and  fale,  as  alfo  their  pro- 
^ceds^  if  the  claim  could  not  be  made  but  in  the  fpacc  of  eight  months  after  the  fale,  which 
ought  :fo  bcj)ublic:  provided,  neverthelefs,  that  if  the  faid  merchandises  are  contraband,  it 
fhall,  by  no  means,  be  lawful  to  tranfport  them  afterwards  to  any  port  belonging  to  enemies. 

**  XIII.  And  that  more  effcdtual  care  may  be  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  fubje£ls  and  people 
of  cither  party,  that  they  do  not  fusffcr  aJiy  moleflation  from  the  veffels  of  war  or  privateers  of 
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1782  the  other  party,  it  ftiall  be  forbidden  to  all  the  commanders  of  vcflels  of  war  and  other  armed 
veflfcls  of  the  faid  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  faid  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  to  all  their  officers,  fabjcfts  and  people,  to  give  any  offence,  or  do  any  damage 
to  thofe  of  the  other  party  :  and  if  they  aft  to  the  contrary,  they  (hall  be,  upon  the  firft  com- 
plaint which  fliall  be  made  of  it,  being  found  guilty  after  a  juft  examination,  puniflied  by  their 
proper  judges,  and,  moreover,  obliged  to  make  fatisfaftion  for  all  damages  and  intercfts  there- 
of by  reparation,  under  pain  and  obligation  of  their  perfons  and  goods. 

"  XIV.  For  further  determining  of  what  has  been  faid,  all  captains  of  privateers,  or  fitters 
out  of  veflcls  armed  for  war,  under  commiffion  and  on  account  of  private  perfons,  (hall  be  held 
before  their  departure,  tagive  fufEcicnt  caution  before  competent  judges,  either  to  be  entirely 
Fefponfible  for  the  malvcr&tfons  which  they  may  commit  in  their  cruizes  or  voyages,  as  well  as 
for  the  contraventions  of  their  captains  and  officers,  againft  theprefent  treaty,  and  againft  the 
ordinances  and  cdifts  which  (hall  be  pubii(hed  in  confequence  of,  and  conformably  to  it,  under 
pain  of  forfeiture  and  nullity  of  the  faid  commiffion. 

"  XV.  All  ve(lels  and  merchandizes  of  whatfoever  nature,  which  (hall  Be  rc(cued  out  of 
the  hands  of  any  pirates  or  robbers,  navigating  the  high  feas,  without  requifite  commiffions, 
(hall  be  brought  into  fome  port  of  one  of  the  two  States,  and  depofitcd  in  the  hands  of  the  of- 
ficers of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  reftored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  foon  as  due  and 
fufficient  proofs  (hall  be  made  concerning  the  property  thereof. 

*'  XVI.  If  any  (hips  or  veflels  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties,  their  fubjefts  or  people, 
(hall,  within- the  coafts  or  dominions  of  the  other,  flick  upon  the  fands  or  be  wrecked,  or 
fofFer  any  other  fea  damage,  all  friendly  affiftance  and  relief  (hall  be  given  to  the  perfons  (hip- 
wrecked,  or  fuch  as  (hall  be  in  danger  thereof;  and  the  ve(rels,  effefts  and  merchandizes,  or 
the  part  of  them,  which  (hall  have  been  faved,  or  the  proceeds  of  them,  if  being  perifhablc  they 
(hall  have  been  fold,  being  claimed  within  a  year  and  a  day,  by  the  matters  or  owners,  or  their 
agents  or  attornies,  (hall  be  reftored,  paying  only  the  rcafonable  charges,  and  that  vvhit:h  muft 
•  be  paid,  in  the  fame  cafe,  for  the  lalvage,  by  the  proper  fubjefts  of  the  country ;  there  (halt 
alfo  be  delivered  them  fafe  condufts  or  paflports,  for  their  free  and  fafe  paflTage  from  thence^ 
and  to  return  each  one  to  his  own  country. 

**  XVII.  In  cafe  the  fubjefts  or  people  of  either  party,  with  their  (hipping,  whether  public 
^nd  of  war,  or  private  and  of  merchants,  be  forced,  through  ftrefs  of  weather,  purfuit  of  piiates 
or  enemies,  or  any  other  urgent  neceffity  for  feeking  of  (belter  and  harbour,  to  retreat  and 
enter  into  any  of  the,rivers,  creeks,  bays,  ports,  roads  or  (hores,  belonging  to  the  other  party, 
they  (liall  be  received  with  all  humanity  and  kindnefs,  and  enjoy  all  friendly  proteftion  and 
help,  and  they  (hall  be  permitted  to  refrefh  and  provide  themfelves  at  reafonable  rates,  wiib 
Viftuals  and  all  things  needful  for  the  fuftenancc  of  their  perfons,  or  reparation  of  their  (hips ; 
and  they  (hall  no  ways  be  detained  or  hindered  from  returning  out  of  the  faid  ports  or  roads^ 
but  may  remove  and  depart  when  and  whither  they  pleafe,  without  any  let  or  hindcrance. 

"  XVIII.  For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  fides,  it  is  agreed,  that  if  a  war 
(Iiould  break  out  between  their  High  MighiineflTcs  the  States  General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands and  the  United  States  of  America,  there  (hall  always  be  granted  to  the  fubjefts  on  each 
fide,  the  term  of  nine  months,  after  the  date  of  the  rupture,  or  the  proclainatian  af  war ;  to 
the  end  that  they  may  retire  with  their  effefts,  and  tranfport  them  where  they  pfeafe ;  which 
it  fliall  be  lawful  for  them  to  do,  as  well  as  to  fell  or  tranfport  their  effefts  and  goods  in  all 
freedom,  and  without  hindcrance,  and  without  being  able  to  proceed  during  th^-faid  term  of 
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1782  **  X.  The  merchant  (hips  of  either  of  the  parties,  coming  from  the  port  of  an  enemy,  or 
from  their  own  or  a  neutral  port,  may  n:^vigate  freeJy  towards  any  port  of  an  enemy  of  the 
other  ally  :  they  (ball  be,  neverthelcfs,  held,  whenever  it  Ihall  be  required,  to  exhibit,  as  well 
^^pon  the  high  feas  as  in  the  ports,  their  fea  letters  and  other  documents  defcribed  in  the  25111 
article,  dating  exprefsly,  that  their  efFefts  are  not  of  tlie  number  of  thofe  which  arc  prohibited 
as  contraband  :  and  not  having  any  contraband  goods  for  an  enemy's  port,  they  may  freely, 
and  without  hinderance,  purfue  their  voyage  towards  the  port  of  an  enemy.  Neverthelefs,  it 
ftiall  not  be  required  to  examine  tlie  papers  of  vefltels  convoyed  by  veflels  of  war,  but  credence 
fliall  be  given  to  the  word  of  the  officer  who  fhall  conduft  the  convoy. 

^*  XI.  If,  by  exhibiting  the  fea  letters  and  other  documents  defcribed  more  particularly  in 
the  25th  article  of  this  treaty,  the  other  party  fliall  difcover  there  are  any  of  thofe  forts  of 
goods  which  are  declared  prohibited  and  contraband,  and  that  they  are  configned  for  a  port 
under  the  obedience  of  his  enemy,  it  ilia U  not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  fuch  fhip, 
nor  to  open  any  cheft,  coffer,  packs,  cafks,  or  other  veflels  found  therein,  or  to  remove  the 
fmalleft  parcel  of  her  goods,  whether  thefaid  veflTel  belongs  to  the  fubjefts  of  their  High  Migh- 
tiiicflfes  the  States  General  of  .the  United  Netherlands,  or  to  the  fubjeSs  or  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  United  States  of  America,  nnlefs  the  lading  be  brought  on  fhorc  in  prefencc  of  the  officers 
of  tlie  court  of  Admiralty,  and  an  inventory  thereof  made,  but  there  (hall  be  no  allowance  to 
fell,  exchange,  or  alienate  the  fame  until  after  that  due  and  lawfuPprocefs  fhall  have  been  had 
againff  fuch  prohibited  goods  of  contraband,  and  tlie  Court  of  Admiralty,  by  a  fentence  pro- 
nounced, Ihall  have  confifcated  the  fame,  faving  always  as  well  the  fliip  itfelf  as  any  other  goods 
found  therein,  which  are  to  be  efteemed  free,  and  may  not  be  detained  on  pretence  of  their 
being  infefted  by  the  prohibited  goods,  much  lefs  fliall  they  be  confifcated  as  lawful  prizes  : 
.but,  on  the  contrary,  when  by  the  vifitation  at  land  it  (hall  be  found  that  there  are  no  contra- 
band goods  in  the  vciTel,  and  it  fhall  not  appear  by  the  papers,  that  he  who  has  taken  and  car- 
ried in  the  vefTel  has  been  able  to  difcover  any  there,  he  ought  to  be  condemned  in  all  the 
charges,  damages,  and  interefls  of  them,  which  he  fhall  have  caufed  both  to  the  owners  of 
yeflels  and  to  the  owners  and  freighters  of  cargoes  with  which  they  Aall  be  loaded,  by  his 
temerity  in  taking  and  carrying  them  in,  declaring  mofl  exprefsly;  the  free  vefTels  fhall  afTure 
the  liberty  of  the  efFefts  with  which  they  fhall  be  loaded,  and  that  tliis  liberty  fhall  extend  it- 
felf equally  to  the  perfons  who  fhall  be  found  in  a  free  veflel,  who  may  not  be  taken  out  of  her, 
-    unlefs  they  are  military  men  aSually  in  the  fervice  of  an  enemy. 

•'  XII.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  agreed,  tlxat  whatever  fhall  be  found  to  be  laden  by  the  fub- 
jefts  and  inhabitants  of  either  party  on  any  fhip  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  otlier^  or  to 
-  their  fubjefts,  although  it  be  not  comprehended  under  the  fort  of  prohibited  goods,  tlie  whole 
may  be  confifcated  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  enemy;  except,  neverthelefs, 
fuch  effefls  and  merchandizes  as  were  put  on  board  fuch  vefTel  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
or  within  fix  mont,hs  after  i^,  which  efFefts  fhall  not  be,  in  any  manner,'  fubjeft  to  coniifca- 
tion,  but  fhall  be  faithfully,  and  without  delay,  reflored  in  nature  to  flie  owners  who  fhall 
claim  them,  or  caufe  them  to  be  claimed,  before  the  confifcation  and  fale,  as  alfo  their  pro- 
^eeds^  if  the  claim  could  not  be  made  but  in  the  fpace  of  eight  months  after  the  fale,  which 
ought  :to  bcjHiblic:  provided,  neverthelefs,  that  if  the  faid  merchandizes  arc  contraband,  it 
fhall,  by  no  means,  be  lawfij  to  tranfport  them  afterwards  to  any  port  belonging  to  enemies. 

**  XIII.  And  that  more  efFcdtual  care  may  be  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  fubjc£ls  and  people 
of  cither  party,  that  they  do  not  fuffer  aJiy  moleflation  from  the  vefTcls  of  war  or  privateers  of 
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1782  the  other  party,  it  (hall  be  forbidden  to  all  the  commanders  of  veflels  of  war  and  other  armed 
veflels  of  the  faid  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  faid  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  to  all  their  officers,  fabjefts  and  people,  to  give  any  offence,  or  do  any  damage 
to  thofe  of  the  other  party :  and  if  they  aft  to  the  contrary,  they  fhall  be,  upon  the  firft  com- 
plaint which  fliall  be  made  of  it,  being  found  guilty  after  a  juft  examination,  punifhed  by  their 
proper  judges,  and,  moreover,  obliged  to  make  fatisfaftion  for  all  damages  and  interefts  there- 
of by  reparation,  under  pain  and  obligation  of  their  perfons  and  goods. 

"  XIV.  For  further  determining  of  what  has  been  faid,  all  captains  of  privateers,  or  fitters 
out  of  veflels  armed  for  war,  under  commiflion  and  on  account  of  private  perfons,  (hall  be  held 
before  their  departure,  tagive  fufficicnt  caution  before  competent  judges,  either  to  be  entirely 
Fefponfible  for  the  malvcr&tions  which  they  may  commit  in  their  cruizes  or  voyages,  as  well  as 
for  the  contraventions  of  their  captains  and  officers,  againft  the  prefent  treaty,  and  againft  the 
ordinances  and  edifts  which  (hall  be  publi(hed  in  confequcnce  of,  and  conformably  to  it,  under 
pain  of  forfeiture  and  nullity  of  the  faid  commiffion. 

"  XV.  All  veflTels  and  merchandizes  of  whatfoever  nature,  which  (hall  Be  relcued  out  of 
the  hands  of  any  pirates  or  robbers,  navigating  the  high  feas,  without  requifite  commiffions, 
(hall  be  brought  into  fomc  port  of  one  of  the  two  States,  and  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  of- 
ficers of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  reftored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  foon  as  due  and 
fufficient  proofs  (hall  be  made  concerning  the  property  thereof. 

"  XVI.  If  any  (hips  or  veflels  belonging  to  cither  of  the  parties,  their  fubjefts  or  people, 
(hall,  within- the  coafls  or  dominions  of  the  other,  (lick  upon  the  fands  or  be  wrecked,  or 
foffer  any  other  fea  damage,  all  friendly  affiftance  and  relief  (hall  be  given  to  the  perfons  (hip- 
wrecked,  or  fuch  as  (hall  be  in  danger  thereof;  and  the  ve(rels,  e(Fcfts  and  merchandizes,  or 
the  part  of  them,  which  (hall  have  been  faved,  or  the  proceeds  of  them,  if  being  perifhable  they 
(hall  have  been  fold,  being  claimed  within  a  year  and  a  day,  by  the  matters  or  owners,  or  their 
agents  or  attornies,  (hall  be  reftored,  paying  only  the  rpafonable  charges,  and  that  which  muft 
*  be  paid,  in  the  fame  cafe,  for  the  (alvage,  by  the  proper  fubjefts  of  the  country ;  there  (halt 
alfo  be  delivered  them  fafe  condufts  or  paflports,  for  their  free  and  fafe  paflTage  from  thence^ 
and  to  return  each  one  to  his  own  country. 

**  XVII.  In  cafe  the  fubjefts  or  people  of  either  party,  with  their  (hipping,  whether  public 
and  of  war,  or  private  and  of  merchants,  be  forced,  through  ftrefs  of  weather,  purfuit  of  piiates 
or  enemies,  or  any  other  urgent  neceffity  for  feeking  of  (belter  and  harbour,  to  retreat  and 
enter  into  any  of  the, rivers,  creeks,  bays,  ports,  roads  or  (hores,  belonging  to  the  other  party, 
they  (liall  be  received  with  all  humanity  and  kindnefs,  and  enjoy  all  friendly  proteftion  and 
help,  and  they  (hall  be  permitted  to  refrefh  and  provide  themlelves  at  reafonable  rates,  with 
viftuals  and  all  things  needful  for  the  fuftenance  of  their  perfons,  or  reparation  of  their  (hips ; 
and  they  (hall  no  ways  be  detained  or  hindered  from  returning  out  of  the  faid  ports  or  roads,, 
but  may  remove  and  depart  when  and  whither  they  plcafe,  without  any  let  or  hinderance. 

**  XVIII.  For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  fides,  it  is  agreed,  that  if  a  war 
(hould  break  out  between  their  High  MightineflTcs  the  States  General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands and  the  United  States  of  America,  there  (hall  always  be  granted  to  the  fubjefts  on  each 
fide,  the  term  of  nine  months,  after  the  date  of  the  rupture,  or  the  proclamatian  of  war ;  to 
the  end  that  they  may  retire  with  their  efFefts,  and  rranfport  them  where  they  pfeafe ;  which 
it  fliall  be  lawful  for  them  to  do,  as  well  as  to  fell  or  tranfport  their  cfFcfts  and  goods  in  all 
freedom,  and  without  hinderance,  and  without  being  able  to  proceed  during  the- faid  term  of 
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1722  ninemonthSf  to  any  arreft  of  tbeircffeAs,  mocb  lefs  of  their  perfons ;  on  the  contrary,  there 
ihall  be  given  them,  for  their  veflels  and  their  effefis  which  tliey  would  c^rry  away,  pailports 
and  life  conduAs,  for  the  nearcft  ports  of  their  refpe£tive  countries,  and  fpr  the  time  neceflary 
for  the  voyage,  and  no  pri^e  made  at  fea  IhaU  be  adjudged  lawful,  at  leaft  if  the  declaration  of 
war  was  not  or  could  not  be  known  in  the  laft  port,  which  the  veflel  taken  has  quitted.  But 
for  whatever  may  have  beea  taken  from  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  and  for 
the  offences  which  may  have  been  given  tbei>i,  in  the  interval  of  the  faid  terms,  a  complete  fa- 
tisfadlion  fliall  be  given  them. 

'*  XIX.  No  fubjcft  of  their  High  Mightineflcs  the  States  General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands,  (hail  apply  for  or  take  any  commiflion  or  letter  of  marque  for  arming  any  fhip  or  fhips 
to  z3t  as  privateers  againft  die  faid  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  fubjefts 
and  inliabitants  of  the  faid  United  States  or  any  of  them,  or  againft  the  property  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  any  of  them,  from  any  Prince  or  State  with  which  the  faid  United  ^States  of  America 
may  happen  to  be  at  war ;  nor  fhall  any  fubjeft  or  inhabitant  of  the  faid  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or  take  any  commiffion  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming 
any  fhip  or  fhips  to  a^  as  privateers  againft  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Netherlands,  or  againft  the  fubje&s  of  their  High  Mightinelles,  or  any  of  them,  or 
againft  the  property  of  any  one  of  them,  from  any  Prince  or  State  with  which  their  High 
MightineflTes  may  be  at  war :  and  if  any^  perfon  of  either  nation  (hall  take  fuch  commiilion  or 
letters  of  marque  he  fhall  be  puniihed  as  a  pirate. 

**  XX.  If  the  veflels  of  the  fubjefts  or  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  parties  come  upon  any 
coaft  belonging  to  either  of  the  faid  allies,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or  being  entered 
into  port  and  not  willing  to  unload  their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  or  take  in  any  cargo,  they  ihall 
not  be  obliged  to  pay  neither  for  the  veflels  nor  the  cargoes,  any  duties  of  entry  in  or  out,  nor 
to  render  any  account  of  their  cargoes,  at  leaft  if  there  is  not  juft  caufe  to  prefume  that  they 
carry  to  an  enemy  merchandises  of  contraband. 

"  XXI.  The  two  contrafting  parties  grant  to  each  other vmutually,  the  liberty  of  having 
each  in  the  ports  .of  the  other,  confuls,  vice-confuls,  agents,  and  commiflaries  of  their  own 
appointing,  whofc  funftions  (hall  be  regulated  by  particular  agreements,  whenever  either  party 
chufe  to  make  fuch  appointments^ 

**  XXII.  This  treaty  (hall  not  be  underftood  in  any  manner  to  derogate  from  the  ninth, 
tenth,  nineteenth  and  twenty-fourth  articles  of  the  treaty  with  France,  as  they  were  number- 
ed in  the  fame  treaty,  concluded  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  and  which  make  the  articles  ninth, 
tenth,  feventeenth  and  twenty-fecond  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  now  fubfifting  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  crown  of  France  :  nor  (hall  it  hinder  his  Catholic  Majefty 
from  acceding  to  that  treaty,  and  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  faid  four  articles.  i 

"  XXIII.  If  at  any  time  the  United  States  of  America  (hall  judge  ncceflary  to  commence 
negociations  with  the  King  or  Emperor  of  Morocco  and  Fez,  and  with  the  Regencies  of  Al- 
giers, Tunis,  or  Tripoli,  or  with  any  of  them,  to  obtain  paflports  for  the  fccurity  of  their 
navigation  in  the  Mediterranean  fea;  their  High  Mightineflcs  promife,  that  upon  therequifi- 
tion  which  the  United  States  of  America  (ball  make  of  it,  they  will  fecond  fuch  negociations 
in  the  moft  favourable  manner  by  means  of  their  confuls  redding  near  the  faid  King,  Emperor 
and  Regencies. 

**  XXIV.  The  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  (hall  extend  to  all  forts  of  merchan- 
dizes, excepting  only  tliofe  which  arc  diftinguKhed  under  the  nam^  of  contraband,  or  mer- 
chandizes 
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tjiz  chandizes  prohibited;  and  under  this  denomination  of  contraband  and  merchandizes  prohibit-* 
ed  ihallbe  comprehended  only  warlike  ftores  and  arms,  as' mortars,  artillery  with  their  artifices 
and  appurtenances,  fufils,  piftols,  bombs,  grei\ades»  gunpowder*  faltpetre,  fulphur,  match, 
bullets  and  balls,  pikes,  fabres,  lances^  halberts,  cafques,  cuirailes,  and  other  forts  of  arms ; 
as  alfo  foldiers,  horfes,  faddles  and  furniture  for  horfes.  All  other  efFe£ls  and  merchandizes, 
not  before  fpecified  exprefsly,  and  even  all  forts  of  naval  matters,  however  proper  they  may 
be,  for  the  conflrudlion  and  equipment  of  vefiels  of  war,  or  for  the  manufadlure  of  one  or 
other  fort  of  machines  of  war,  by  land  or  fca,  ihall  not  be  judged  contraband,  neither  by  the 
letter,  nor  according  to  any  pretended  interpretation  whatever,  ought  they,  or  can  they  be  - 
comprehended,  under  the  notion  of  effefls  prohibited  or  contraband  ;  fo  that  all  efFeAs  and 
merchandizes,  which  are  not  exprefsly  before-named,  may,  without  any  exception,  and  in 
perfcft  liberty  be  tranfported,  by  the  fubjcfts  and  inhabitants  of  both  allies,  from  and  to  placea 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  excepting  only  the  places  which  at  that  time  Ihali  be  befieged,  block- 
ed or  invefled,  and  thofe  places  only  (hall  be  held  for  fuch,  which  are  furrounded  nearly  by 
fome  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

**  XXV.  To  the  end  that  all  diflcntion  and  quarrel  may  be  avoided  and  prevented,  it  has 
been  agreed,  that  in  cafe  that  one  of  the  two  parties  happens  to  be  at  war,  the  veflfels  belonging 
to  the  fubjefts  or  inhabiunts  of  the  other  ally,  (hall  be  provided  with  fea-letters  or  paflports, 
cxpreffing  the  name,  the  property,  and  the  burden  of  the  veflel,  as  alfo  the  name  and  the  place 
cf  abode  of  the  mafter,  or  commander  of  the  faid  veflel,  to  the  end  that  tlicreby  it  may  appear, 
that  the  veflel  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  fubjefts  or  inhabitants  of  fome  of  the  parties  j 
which  paflport  fliall  be  drawn  and  diftributed  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this  treaty, 
each  time  that  the  veflel  fliall  return,,  ftie  flipuld  have  fuch  her  paflports  renewed,  or  at  leaft 
they  ought  not  to  be  of  more  ancient  date  than  two  years,  before  the  veflel  has  been  returned 
to  her  own  country.^  ^ 

•*  It  has  been  alfo  agreed,  that  fuch  vefl!els,  being  loaded,  ought  to  be  provided  not  only 
with  the  faid  paflports  or  fea-letters,  but  alfo  with  a  general  paflport,  or  with  particular  pafl'- 
ports  or  manifeft,  or  other  public  documents  which  are  ordinarily  given  to  veflTcls  outward 
bound,  in  the  ports  from  whence  the  veflcls  have  fet  fail  in  the  laft  place,  containing  a  fpe- 
cification  of  the  cargo,  of  the  place  from  whence  the  veflel  departed,  and  of  that  of  her  dellina- 
tion  ;  or  inftead  of  all  thefe,  with  certificates  from  the  magiflratcs  or  governors  of  cities,  places 
and  colonies  from  whence  the  veflel  came,  given  in  the  ufual  form,  to  thd  end  that  it  may  be 
known  whether  there  are  any  efi^efts  prohibited  or  contraband  on  board  the  veflcls,  and  whe- 
ther they  are  deftined  to  be  carried  to  an  enemy's  country  or  not.  And  in  cafe  any  one  judges 
proper,  to  exprefs  in  the  faid  documents,  the  pcrfons  to  whom  the  efFefts  on  board  belong,  he 
may  do  it  freely,  without,  however,  being  bound  to  do  it;  and  the  ©miflion  of  fuch  exprefiion 
cannot  and  ought  not  to  caufe  confifcation, 

**  XXVI.  If  the  veflcls  of  the  faid  fubjcfts  or  inhabitants  of  cither  of  the  parties  failing 
along  the  coafls  or  on  the  high  feas,  are  met  by  a  veflel  of  war  or  privateer,  or  other  armed 
veflel  of  the  other  party,  the  faid  veflcls  of  war,  privateers  or  armed  veflcls,  for  avoiding  all  dif- 
order,  fliall  remain  without  reach  of  cannon,  but  may  fend  their  boats  on  board  the  merchant 
veflel  which  they  fliall  meet  in  this  manner,  upon  which  they  may  not  pafs  more  tha^i  two  or 
three  men,  to  whom  the  mafter  or  commander  ftialJ  exhibit  his  paflport,  containing  th^  pro- 
perty of  the  veflel,  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this  treaty;  and  the  veflTel,  after  having 
Vol.  IV.  3  I  exhibited 
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ijii  exhibited  fucli  paiTfiort,  fea^Ietter,  and'otherdocuihcntdy.ihaU  be  frde  to  continue  her  v6j^ge/ 
fo  that  it  ihall  not  be  lawful  to  moleft  her,  or  fearth  her  in  any  manner,  nor  tc>^^give  her  chace» 
nor  16  force  her  to  alter  her  courfe. 

*'  XXVII.  It  (hall  be  lawful  for  merchants,  caj^ains,  and  commanders  of  veflels,  whether 
public  and  of  War,  or  private  and  of  nlerchanrs,  belongings  to  the  faid  Uiiited  States  of  Arne* 
rica,  or  any  of  thedi,  or  to  their  fubje£ts  and  inhabhants,  to  take  fVeety  into* their  (brvices  and 
receive  on  bo9rd  of  their  veilcls,  in  any  port  or  place  in  the  jurifdidiort  of  their  High  Mighti- 
neflcs  aforcfaid;  feameii  or  others,  natives  or  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  faid  States^  upon  fuch 
conditions  as  they  (hall  agree  on,  without  being  fubjeA  for  this  to  any  £ne,  penalty,  puni(h- 
inent,  procefs,  or  reprehenfion  whatfoever;  and  reciprocally,  all  metchants,  captains,  and 
commanders,  belonging  to  the  faid  United  Netherlands,  (hall  enjoy  in  all  the  ports  and  places 
imder  the  obedience  of  the  faid  United  States  of  America,  the  fame  privilege  of  engaging  and 
itceiving  ftamen,  or  others,  natives  or  inhabita(nt»  of  any  country  of  ^e  domination  of  the 
faid  States  General ;  provided  that  neither  on  the  one  fide  nor  thd  othtfr,  they  may  not  take 
into  their  fervice,  fuch  of  their  countrymen  who  have  already  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the 
other  party'  cdntraCHng,  whether  in  war  ot  trade,  and  whether  they  meet  them  by  land  or  fea ; 
at  Icaft,  it  the  captains  or  matters',  under  the  command  of  whom  fuoh  perfons  may  Be  fbund^ 
will  m^f  of  his  own  confent^  difcharge  them  from  their  fervice,  tkpon  pain  of  being  otherwife 
treatfed  and  puni(hed'as  deiertersr. 

«*  XXVIII.  The  affiiir  of  xtfmaion  fhall  be  regulated  in  all  equity  and  juftice,  by  the 
magiftrates  of  cities  refpiediVely,  where  it  (hall  be  judged  that  there  i^  any  room  to  complain 
in  this  refpeft. 

«<  XXIX.  The  pteknt  treaty  (hall  be  ratifi^  and  approved  by  tbeir  High  Mightinefles  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands^  and  by  the  United  States^  of  America,  atid  the  z€t% 
of  ratification  (hall  be  delivered  in  good  and  due  form  on  one  fide  and*  the  other,  in  the  fpace 
of  (i^  months,  of  foOner  if  poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  (ignature. 

^  In  (kith  of  which,-  we,  the  deputies  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Lords  States  General  of 
the  United  Nctberlandtf,  and  the  minifter  pletiipotenliary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
virtue  of  our  refpefiive  authorities  and  full  powersi  have  (ighed  the  prefeht  treaty,  and  oppofed 
tfieretb  the  feals  of  our  arms. 

**  Done  at  the  Hague,  the  8th  of  Oftober,  1782/* 
The  Form  of  the  Paflport  which  (hall  be  given  to  Shipi  arid  Veflfels^  in  con^fequcnce  of  the 

twenty-fifth  Article  of  this  Treaty. 

«  To  all  who  (hall  fee  thefc  prefents,  greeting :  be  it  known,  that  leave  and  pcrmillion  are 
hereby  given  to  maftcr  and  commander  of  the  (hip  or  ve(fcl  called  of 

the  burden  of  tons,  or  thereabouts,  lying  at  prefent  in  the  port  or  haven  of 

bound  for  and  laden  with  to  <}epart  and  proceed  with  the  faid 

Ihip  or  veflcl  on  his  faid  voyage,  fuch  (hip  or  veflel  having  been  vifited,  and  the  (aid  maftcr  and 
commander  hating  rtiadt  oath  before  the  proper  officer,,  that  the  (aid  fliip  or  vcflcl  belongs  to 
one  or  itiore  of  the  fiiBjeas,  pebple,  or  inhabitants  of  and  to  him  or 

Aem  only» 

"  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  fubfcribed  our  names  to  thefc  prc(cnts,  and  affixed  the  fcal 
4I  our  arms  thereto,  and  caufed  the  fame  to  be  counterfigncd  by  at  thla^ 

day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Ghrid'* 

^  Fosm^ 
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1782  Form  of  the  Cemfioatcs  whkh  Ihall  be  given  to- Ships  <jrVeflels  in  confcqucnce  of  the  twcnt/'i 

fifth  Article -of  this  Treaty. 

"  We  fnagiftrates  or  officers  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  city  or  port  of 

do  certify -and -attcft,  that  on  the  day  of  in  the  year  of  our 'Lord 

C.  D.  of  perlbnally  appeared  before  us,  and  declared  by  folemn  oath,  that  the 

clhip  or  veflTel'Callcd  of  -tons,  or  tliereabouts,  Whereof  of 

is  at  prcfent  mafter  or  commander,  does  rightfully  and  properly  belong  to  'bim  or  ihtm  only. 
.     That  (he  is  now  bound  ft>r  the  city  or  port  of  •  to  the  port  of  laden 

iwith  goods  and  merchandiaes  hereunder  particularly  deibribed  and  enumerated  as  follows  : 

**  In  witnels  whereof  we  have  figned  this  certificate,  andfcaled  it  with  the  feat  of  our  office, 
^is  day  of  inthe  year  of  our  Lord  Chrifti" 

'  Form  of  the  Sea  Letter. 

'«*  Moft  Serene,  Scwne,  Moft  Puiffant,  TuHTant,  'High,  llliiftrlous.  Noble.  Honourable, 
"Venerable^  'Wife  and -Prudent  Lords,  Emperors,  iCings,  Republics,  Princes,  Dukes,  fearls. 
Barons,  Lords,  Burgomafters,  Schepens,  Counfellors,  as  alfo  Judges,  Officers,  Judiciaries 
and^Regents,  of  all  the  good  oities  and  places,  whether  eccleiiaftical  or'fecular,'  who  ^U  fee 
tMfe-patents,  or  hear  them  read :  we,  'Burgomafters  and  Regents  of  the  city  df 
-make  known  thatthe  mafter  of  appearing  before  us,  has  declared  upon  oath,,  that 

the  veflel  called  of  the  burden  of  about  lalls,  which  he  at  prefent  navi« 

^ates,  is  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  that  no  fubjefts  of  the  enemy  have  any  part  or  portion 
•  therein,  direftly  orindireflly,  fo  may  God  Almighty  help'him ;  and  as  we  wifti  toTeeflic  faid 
mafter  |>rofper  in  his  lawful  affairs,  our  prayer  is,  to  all  the  before-mentioned,  and  to  each  of 
'them  fcparately,  where  the  faid  mafter  fhall  arrive  with  his  veiTel  and  cargo,  that  they  may 
pleafe  to  receive  the  fird  mafter  with  goodnefs,  and  to  treat  him  in  a  becoming  manner,  per- 
mitting  him  upon  theufual  tolls  and  expences,  in  pafling  and  repafling,  to  pafs,  navigate  and 
.  frequent  the  ports,  pafles  and  territories,  to  the  end,  to  tranfaft  the  buiiiibfs  where  and  in 
V9imt  manner  be  ihall  judge  proper ;  -whereof  we  fhalli)e -willingly  indebted. 

^'  In  witnefs,  and  for  caufe  whereof,  we  affix  hereto  the  feal  of  this  city," 

In  the  Margin. 

**  By  ordinance  of  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords,  the  States  General  of  the  United  Ne- 
thctiands. 

**  And  whereas  a  oonvention,  concerning  veffels  recaptured,  was  at  the  place  ;ind  on  the 
day  above-mentioned>  concluded  by 'the  faid  minifter  plenipotentiary,  on  the  part  of  thefe 
United  States,  with  the  faid  plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  the  faid  Lords  the  States  General 
of  ^e  United  Netherlands ;  aivd  the  fame  hath  been  this  day  approved  and  ratified  by  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  allembled,  as  it  is  contained  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  :** 
Convention  between  the  Lords  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  United 

States  of  America,  concerning  Veflels  recaptured. 

*^  The  Lords  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the 'United  States  ofAme* 
rica,  being  inclined  to  eftablilh  fome  uniform  principles,  with  relation  to  prizes  made  by  vefiels 
of  war,  and  commrffioned  by  the  two  contrading  powers,  upon  their  common  enemies,  and 
toveflels  of  the  fubjefts  of  either  party  captured  by  the  enemy,  -and  xecqiptured  by  veflels  of 
war  commiffioned  by  either  party,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

'*^  Afticle  I.  The  veflcls  of  either  of  the  two  nations,  recaptured  by  the  privateers  of  the 
ojtheri  ihftll  be  reftored  to  the  firfi  proprietor,  if  fuch  veilels  have  not  been  four  and  twenty 

3  I  2  hours 
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i/Ss  bows  io  the  power  of  the  cacanr ;  psorkkd  the  ovncr  of  the  ve&I  rcc^tarsd  pay  tLerrfe?e 
oor-^hixd  of  theYahaeoftfae«cflH9isaifooftiafltoftbeca7go,thecanaoc^  vhidi 

third  flull  beTdoed  bragiccaKat  bcnveeathe  poitSes  mteic§Ddy  or  if  ther  ca&aoc  agive  theic- 
OD  among  tLcmfdrts,  ther  AzlJ  addiefs  tbcmfirhes  tD  tiac  oAccisof  the  A4liDinlrr  of  the  place 
vhrsc  the  piiijim,  vbo  has  ictaken  the  TcStl  ih^L  hare  coadsSfd  her. 

**  IL  If  thoTcflci  iccjptiiipd  has  been  mote  x^un  24  boms  in  tisepovcrof  tbecoeaor,  lbs 
ifaail  bdoDgcotifcly  to  the  piivjiccr  who  has  retaken  bcr. 

**  IIL  la  cafe  a  vcfil  OaSi  have  been  rec^stnrcd  br  a  xcSd  of  var  belof^a;  to  the  Stales 
Geccnl  of  the  Unhed  Xetfaeriands,  or  to  the  Uailed  Sialcs  of  AfDerka,  fhe  Ibail  be  leftored 
to  the  firft  owneTy  he  paying  a  thiitietb  pait  of  the  TaJoe  of  the  fliip,  her  caigo.  cannons  and 
jfipaiTly  if  flfee  has  been  irraptuicd  in  the  imsrval  of  24hoors,  and  the  trsih  poitif  Ihehas 
been  fccaptmisd  after  the  24  boms ;  vbiib  fasBS  ihall  be  da&iiratsd  in  form  of  giatifications 
to  tbe  csevs  of  the  vcfleb  which  ihall  hare  ictadccn  her.  The  valaation  of  the  &id  thirtieth 
parts  and  tenth  parts  Ihall  be  legolatod  according  to  the  tenor  of  die  iA  artick  of  the  pRfat 


**  I V  •  Tbe  fefistatioo  of  pfiaesy  whedier  ther  tnar  bate  been  rrfakfn>  uw  veutls  of  war  or 
peiwJttJUSy  in  the  mean  tins,  and  ondl  tPjuifite  and  fofiosnt  proofs  can  be  giren  of  the  pro- 
pcnjof  vc&!srDcaptored,  Ihall  be  admitted  in  a  leaiboabk  tioic,  under  f pfSrimt  ibreties  for 
the  obsecration  of  the  afbfc&id  artSdes. 

^  V.  TheiP^Ut  ofwarandpnTateeiSy  of  one  and  the  other  of  the  two  nations,  ihall  be  re* 
ciptccilljy  boih  in  Einope  and  in  the  other  pans  of  thewofU,  adnaidcd  in  the  icipeAivie  ports 
of  each,  with  thnr  prizes,  which  loaj  be  nnlnadrd  and  fold  aocotdiog  to  tbe  fennalides  nfad 
in  die  Ckate  where  the  prizes  ihall  hare  been  oondoded,  as  &r  as  may  be  confident  with  the 
twenty-fecond  article  of  the  treaty  of  coounexoe:  prorided  always,  that  the  legality  of  prizes, 
by  tbe  ▼cScis  of  tbe  Low  Coantiirs,  Ihall  bedecided  confonnably  to  the  cnfloms  and  R^nla- 
tioos  eflabliibed  in  tbe  Unked  Ncihrriands ;  as  likcwife,  that  of  prizes  made  by  American 
▼cflEls,  fliall  be  joined  accoicing  tp  the  laws  and  r^;iilations  determined  by  the  Uannl  States 


*^  VL  MoTDorer  it  tbaT.  be  free  lor  tbe  States  Gcneial  of  the  Unitcc  Xetberlasds,  as  well 
as  for  the  Un^ttd  Strtes  of  Amerka,  to  make  foch  icgolations  as  they  ihall  jiix^^  neoeflaiy, 
lelatiYe  to  the  coodaA  which  their  xefpe&ive  ve^ls  and  priratecrs  oi^ht  to  bold  in  leSaiion 
to  tbe  Tcflcls  which  they  &2II  bare  taken  and  cosdoded  into  the  potts  of  the  two  poipcrs. 

*'  In  faith  of  which,  we,  the  ckpotics  and  pkaipotgatiaTics  of  the  Lords  ti^e  States  General 
of  the  United  Netherlaads,  and  miaii:er  plenipotentiary  of  the  UnitBd  States  of  America,  hare 
in  rirtTse  of  oor  refpcAiTc  authorities,  and  fall  powers  Spied  thcfe  preicnts,  and  ccn£imrd 
the  iame  with  the  feal  of  c  isr  arms. 

"  Done  at  the  Hig^sc,  the  8th  of  Odober,  i782.** 

This  conTCi3tion  was  ratified  in  Coogreis,  on  the  23d  of  Jan^iary,  1783. 

In  conffqnence  of  the  reiblntions  of  the  Britiib  Parliament  for  an  accommodation  with  the 

American  Cc^cnies,  and  the  powers  granted  to  the  crown  for  negodating  and  concluding  a 

general  or  particc'ar  peace  or  trace  with  the  whole  or  with  any  part  of  that  peopk,  and  for 

fofpendir.g  and  fctiing  afide  ill  former  laws,  whofi;  operations  were  in  contravention  to  that 

porpofe.     InflnsAions  bad  been  difpatcbcd  to  Sir  Gay  CarktoD,  who  focccedcd  Sir  Henry 

Clinton  in  the  command  of  ihc  Briiifh  army  in  Amczica,  to  nie  his  endeaTOisrs  towards  cairr* 

ii«g  tl»e  iame  into  efied. 

In 
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178a  In  coniequence  of  thefc  indraAions,  the  Britifh  commander  informed  General  Wafhingion 
of  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  commiflion  that  he  had  received;  and  to  accele- 
rate the  purpofes  of  it,  he  demanded  a  pafTport  for  Mr.  Morgan,  his  feCretary,  granting  him 
permiflion  to  repair  to  Congrefs,  General  Wafliington,  referring  this  requeft  to  that  body,  it 
paflcd  a  refolution  in  the  negative*  The  idea  of  a  general  or  feparate  negociation  with  Great 
Britain,  or  of  any  treaty  without  the  participation  of  France,  was  rejefted  with  much  warmth 
by  the  various  provinces  of  the  union.  They  unanimouily  concurred  in  declaring,  that  no 
accommodation  (hould  take  place,  which  was  not  founded  on  the  general  confent  of  the  United 
States;  and  conformably  to  the  ftipulations  made  with  the  allies.  The  State  of  Pennfylvaniain 
particular,  refolved,  that  all  men,  or  bodies  of  men,  who  (hould  agree  to  a  feparate  treaty 
.  with  Great  Britain,  fhould  be  coniidered  as  foes  to  the  union,  and  that  any  proffers  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  alliance  with  France,  fhould  be  rejefted  with 
difdain.  It  even  pafied  a  declaration,  that  Congrefs  itfelf  poiTeiled  no  right  to  frame  any  aft 
tending  to  abrogate  the  fupreme  authority  and  independence  of  any  province  of  the  union. 

In  conformity  to  thefe  fcntiments,  Congrefs  declared,  at  the  fame  time,  that  no  amicable 
conference  could  be  held  with  any  commiffioners  from  Great  Britain,  without  a  preliminary 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  America,  or  withdrawing  its  fleets  and  armies  from 
that  country.  Indeed,  fo  fufptcious  were  they  of  a  fcliifm  in  the  States,  fliould  opportunities, 
be  given  for  making  fuch  offers  of  advantage  as  might  be  expefted  from  the  political  intereft  of 
Great  Britain,  that  Congrefs,  in  order  to  preclude  all  hope  of  compafling  a  feparate  treaty, 
flrongly  recommended  that  a  watchful  eye  fhould  be  kept  againft  the  entrance  of  emiflaries  front 
Britain  into  the  United  States ;  that  no  individuals  coming  among  them  under  flags  of  truce, 
fhould  be  allowed  any  communication  with  the  inhabitants,  but  fuch  as  immediately  related 
to  the  bufinefs  that  brought  them ;  and  even  that  no  perfon  coming  from  any  part  of  the  Britifh 
dominions  fhould,  during  tlie  war,  have  admiflion  into  any  of  the  United  States*^      ^ 

To  bring  about  a  peace,  was  an  objeft  of  the  .moft  anxious  attention  to  the  new  admmiflra- 
t  tion  ;  and,  as  the  independence  of  America  was  granted,  there  did  not  feem  to  be  any  uncom- 

mon impediment  in  the  way  to  prevent  the  immediate  reftoration  of  general  tranquillity ;  and 
in  order  to  fettle  the  preliminaries  and  fmooth  the  way  for  opening  a  negociation  in  due  form, 
Mr.  Grenville  had  been  for  fome  time  in  Paris. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockinghanr  occafioned  another  change  of 
adminiflratlon  ;— ^the  Duke  of  Portland)  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  John  Cavendilh,  and  feveral.  others 
quitted  their  pofls  on  this  occafion, — when  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was  appointed  to  the  Trea- 
fury> — Mr.  William  Pitt  was  made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, — Mr.  T.  Townfliend  and 
Lord  Grantham,  Secretaries  of  State, — and  the  Earl  Temple  fucceeded  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nancy of  Ireland.. 

The  work  of  peace  flill  proceeded, — Mr.  Fitzherbcrt,  the  Britannic  Minifter  at  Bruflels, 
was  ordered  to  repair  to  Paris,  when  he  was  appointed  plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  England, 
to  ncgociate  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  mini0ers.of  France,  3pain  and  Holland*. 
Mr.  Ofwald^  a  merchant  of  diflinguifbed  commercial  knowledge,  was  likewife  difpatched  to 
the  fame  place,  as  cbmraiffioner  from  the  court  of  London,  for  treating  of  peace  with  John 
Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  and  Henry  Lanren8>.  four,  of  the  commifljoqers  ap- 
pointed for  the  fame  purpofe  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America^ .     -     . 

On,  the  23d  of  November,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  and  the.  Governor  oi[ the  Bank  re- 
ceived leuecs  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  acquainted  jUiem,  for  the  information  of  the 

public^. 
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^782  piiblic,  snd  to  poevcnt  the  miicfaiefs  atiiing  frem  ^ecuhfions  in  the  fixnds,  tliatthe  negoeta^ 
tions  carrying  vn  at  Paris  vnere  brought  fo  far  to  a  pointy  as  to  promife  ^  dcdfive  concluiioii 
^tfaorfbrpeaceor^arbeforotfaeineetingof  BadiaoDDcntf  ^ich^  on  that  Accoimty  ¥»sproro« 
guod  to  the  5th  of  Decttnber. 

On  the  5d  of  December,  the  Lord  Mayor,  ifcc  received -a  rfeoond  letter  fromtbe  Secretary 
of  State,  which  informedhiiD,  that  provifioiuil:  articles  had  been  i^ed  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of 
of  November,  by  his  MAJefty!s.coini]i]4i0neis  and  the  coaimiffioiievs  of  the  <United  States  of 
J^merica,  tobe-inferted  inand  confiitote  a  treaty  of  .peace  to  be  concluded,  when-  terms  of 
|ieaoe  fi»all;be  agfeed  apon  bctvroen  iGreat  Britain  and  Fcasice* 

SwA  was  the  tfitoation  of  pobiic  affairs  when  JRarbament  aflembied.  The  fprech  from  the 
itbnone  which,  opened  thisffefi^:was:of  anufaaLfetigth)  and  comptvhended  every  f«ibjeA  which 
couU,  witb propriety,  be  ofibred totbeconfideratton  of jFariiment. 

it  began  vriththeiaiSiitaiice  that  his^Majeftyhad,  rfrnceitheclofe  »f  the  laft  feffion,  cuiployed 
liis  whole  tsraeinwtending  to  the  critical. conjuaftoce^yfpniUioJlfiairs*     It  then  ftated,-fhat  no 
time  had  been  loft  -in  putting  ai¥^«nd  to^  the  r profocutioa  of  crffen&ve  war  in  Nor^  America ; 
iaod,  a£ter;infofming  Par4i«neiit4bat  he:;fa»d  offrvd^to  deolare  the  dokimec^  N^rth  America 
free  and: independent- ftateis,  and  that  pnmfional  articles  were  adatlly  agreed  upon,  to  take 
cffeA  when  the  tenns-of  acOammodatiotv  oovldiiefinaliy'adjufied  with  the  court  of  i-vaiice,  his 
.Majefty  proceeds  in  the  following  expieffive  manner:-^**  tn  tluK  admitting  their  feparation 
f rom  €he  cpown  of  thofe  kingdoms,  I  have  facrsfiocd  every  cotifidei^tion  of  my  own  to  the 
awidies'^nd  opinron  of  my  people.    I  inakeit  my  humUeand  earneft  prayer  to  Almighty  God, 
'  that  Great  Sritaiii'may  notfeel  1^  evils  which  might  refidt  fn>m  fo  great  a  difmemberment  of 
the  esDpifie ;  «nd  ^At  America  may  be  free from^thofe  calamities  irtiich  have  formerly  proved, 
in  the  another  •eeontry,  howefiential  monartby^s  tO'the  enjoyment  of  conftitttitonal  liberty." 
The  defetice  and  relief  of  Gibraltar,  &;c«  «nd  the  fubfequent,condtfd  of  the  fleet,  were  men« 
tioned  in  terms  of  the  high^ft  panegyric.     Tlie  negociations  for  a  general  peace  were  announ* 
vedas  toitfiderably  tfdTanced»«-*at  the  fiittetme  a  perfect  confidence  was  eipreffird,  diat,  if  the 
eapeCllfttons  of  compleatingit  lho«id  be  frafirated,  die  moft  vigorous  6flForu  would  be  ofed  in 
Ibef either  profecution  of  the  ^ar.    The  Hodle  of  Commons  was-aflbred  of  the  endeavours 
that  had  been^  and  would  continue  to  be  made,  to  promote  oeconomy  in  the  public  expendi- 
ture.    The  payment  of  the  debt  fHU  remaining  on  the  civil  lift,  andthe  relief  of  the  American 
•IMererf,  irere  reoonuBended  to  their  confideration.    ThciFatteo^on  was  alfo  called  to  the  re« 
golaiioAS  that  had  been  adopted  in  their  incidental  expences,  fees,  and  other  emoluments  of 
oflker-'-to  the  landed  revenve  ^  the  crown,  and  the  managements  of  its  woods  «nd  forefts ;— « 
<fo  the  department  of  the  ^i At  ;^— to  the  general  ftate  of  the  public  receipts  and  expenditure  of 
the  public  debt; — ^and  to  fuch  a  mode  of  condu&ing  future  loans,  as  to  promote  the  means  of 
its  gradual  redefmption.     The  praftice  of  payment  by  navy,  ordnance,  and  viftualUng  bills, 
was  ftrongly  reprobated ;  and  a  more  correA  method  of  making  up  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year  was  promifed.    The  high  price  of  corn  was  then  adverted  to, — the  frequency  of 
theft  and  robbery  was  mentioned,  and  the  prevention  of  thofc  crimes,  'by  correfling  the  pre« 
vailing  vices  of  the  times,  eameftly  recommended.    The  liberal  principles  which  had  been 
•adopted  with  regard  to  the  rights  and  commerce  of  Ireland,  were  mentioned  with  great  appro- 
bation,    A  revifion  of  oar  <wb6le trading  fyftem,  with  a  view  of  its  greateft  pofDble  exteniion, 
was  lecomtAendedi-^^and  fmae  fundamental  regulation  of  our  Afiatic  territories  was  required, 
'  thM'iit lottig^^Miom^  m  matlera  of  ibieign  commerce,  might  pdSiHs  an^entire  and  perfeft 

confidence 
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%jH  coh£deiiO0  in  ths;prafaity^  puaftiudlty  amd^good^ordonof*  tllo  Brili(k  gavamii^iim.'  His  Mar 
jtfltf  ccuiduikd'  this  imfiortaQi:  fpttodiv  vitb  decbrtb^^  tbit  the  'fpki^of  tti^  O^liftAUHJye^i)  ihould 
be  tfad  intarisbki  ndv  of  his'  cQndiiAy^^rini^ hawovld  rcwfiid.  m^it  on  siU  «€«;afioM«  and  in 
e^&rf  profixffi;on,*-«Kul'  tbar  the  temper^  mfdtu*,  and  dificMrfft#diwiar  of  Fa|li»fiH^li  collec* 
tively  a«id  iniimdmllff  y^cto  ncoc&Lxj  to  en£uiicr  tho  fiiU  ad Vaxxtdgo^  af  sv^  gQ vefnmtot  a>i|du£ted 
on  fiidi'imnc>plBs% 

Addraflefti^'thaiifad  ftykwevemoTod  mbcthBof^^  aadcafriediirmirr^faR^nu&'ivvflS?:  but 
though  theft  a'ddh3fle&  were' voted  wiehoot  a^dtflentiemr  Toiecv  imd  re viea  without  any  amend- 
laent  beihg  ^r(»f  ofed;-^neitfaer  the  fpeeoh,  nor  tbeoondoAof  tbetiew  min»fteni»  efcaped  the. 
feverc  exaniinat»>ti  of  tho  op)M>fite  fiarty.  During  the  fitting  o£  Parliament  preirio«s?to  the 
Chfiftmas  recefes  a  varjet)^  of  difcuffions  took  place  rdatiag  to  the  iiibjeA  of  paeificaiijc)n»  in 
which  the  abilities  of  admin iftration  and  its  opponents^  wera  diiplayeil  with  no  common  heat 
and'  a^^imonf :  but  the~prindipal  objeft  wsi  of  too  much  inaportancr  to  be  affefibed  hf  any  col- 
lateral confideraitioni-^aud  it  feemed  to  be  l^e  prevailing  opinion  of  all  parties*  thatno^impe- 
djme^t  ihould  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  peace.  After  voting  thanks  to  Governoo  EUio(»;  Lieu-* 
tentint  General  Soyd;  with  the  octier  officers,  iic^  employ  edin  the  defence  of  GibicilMr,«^con- 
ferring  tihe  fame  honour  on  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  for  hia  fervioesiin  the  Eaft  Indies*  and  paf-^ 
fing  the  land  ta)c  and  mak  bills,  Ac.  the  Parliament  was  adjourned  to  tht  aift  dfty  ^f|be  ap- 
proaching month  of  January,  1783. 

Great  Britain  was  not  fingular^  in  feeling  a  defire  for  the  return  pf  peace;  ilmi}ar  fentiments 
prevailed  among  all  her  enemies.  Notwithftandingthe  incumbrances  widi' which  ib^  was.op* 
preii&d^ — though  deprived  of  her  North  American  coioniba,  and  greatly  injured  by  iubfequent 
Ibfles,  fhe  had  yet  proved  ilrong  enough  to  refift  their  united  powers.  Her  ftrength  was  yet 
vigorous,  and  her  refources  w^re  not  yetexhaufled:  the  fpiric  of  her  councils  wasnot  onAebled^ 
and  the  nation  at  large,  however  it  might  have  beea  divided^  ii¥  reused  ta  tho  Amencan  war, 
continued  inflexibly  refolutt  in  the  deMrminotionto  face  all  ita  enemies* 

France,  the  great  Alpport  of  the  Confederacy  againft  Britain^  began  to  feel  an  alarmng  di* 
minution  of  thofe  means  by  which  (he  had  hitherto  conthvoedto-  maintain  it»  The  expences  ' 
of  the  war  preAd  very  heavily  upon  her,  as  fhe  had  not  only  her  owrf' fleets  and  armies  to  fup- 
pOrt,  but  wars  called  iipotv  by  America  for  pecuniary,  as  well  as  other  fupplss.  Her  trade  had 
materially  (bfifcred  in'  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  the  numerous'  individuals  whofe  affairs 
had  been  efl&ntiaily  injured  at  this  period,  had  not  yet  recovered  from  their  embarraffinents. 
In  the  European  feas,  though  aiffifted  by  the  whole  naval  power  of  Spain,  (ho  had- not  been 
abte  to  make  any  impreiTion  on  the  coaft  or  marine  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  prerventtfao  ufual 
and  eftabiilhed  courfe  of  ita commerce.  Her  credit  was,  at  length,  beginnings tototmv-^while 
the  Americans  were  continually  complaining  of  the  tardinefs  of  her  remsttances^  atiddtd  not 
kelitate  to  aicribe,  in  the  thoft  unreferVed  manner,  many  of  the  di£ifters  which;  befcl  tbem  to 
her  deficiencies  in  that  partkular. 

Spain,  the  other  great  member  of  the  confederacy,  was  confidered,  with  freat  reafon,  as 
having  aAcd  a  part,  upon  tfiis  oecafion,  totally  inconfiftent  with  the  maxims  (he  ought  to  have 
adopted  rcfpefting  America.  The  empire  which  fhe  had  now  been  ailifiing  to  form  itfelt  in 
the  northern  part  of  that  hemifphere^  where  fhe  herfelf  poflefl&d  fuch  an  extent  of  dominion, 
ifras  incompatible  with  her  intcrefts; — but  in  thisj  as  in  many  other  inftances^  the  Spanifh 
nation  was  facrificed  to  miniflerial  intrigues.  The  recovery  of  Jamaica  in  the  new  world,  and 
of  Minorca  in  the  old,  arid,  above  aJ]-,  of  Gibralttr^  was  described  as  ^compeifilation  which 

would 
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1782  would  amply  repay  the  trouble  and  expence  that  might  be  occaiionedl^y  uniting  with  France 
in  fupport  of  the  Brittfh  colonies*  Allured  by  fuch  engaging  reprefentations^  and  influenced, 
vrithout  doubt,  by  a  regard  to  the  family  compaS,  the  Spanifh  court  entered  into  this  combi- 
nation againft  Great  Britain,  without  perceiving  or  duly  coniidering  the  confequences>  of  it. 
The  capture  of  Minorca  had  lately  renewed  the  fpirits  of  the  Spanilh  nation, — but  the  iubfe* 
tjuent  failure  of  their  arms  before  Gibraltar,  had  caufed  a  very  fuperior  degree  of  depreffion. 
This  mortifying  circumftance,  with  the  complete  relief  of  that  fortrefs,  in  the  face,  and  in  dem- 
ilance of  the  whole  naval  ftrength  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  together  with  the  preceding  defeat 
of  the  nobleft  fleet  that  France  had  ever  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  were  events  that  convinced 
the  miniftry  of  Spain  how  erroneoufly  it  had  been  led  to  expejft,  that  the  humiliation  of  Great 
Britain  would  be  a  work  of  facility^  in  the  difficult  circumflances  wherein  (he  was  involved 
by  difpute  with  her  refraftory  colonies. 

Holland,  the  laft  member  of  the  confederacy,  in  point  of  power  as  well  as  of  time,  had 
every  reafon  in  the  world  to  deiire  a  termination  of  the  quarrel  in  which  (he  luid  engaged. — 
Never  had  that  ftate  exhibited  fuch  fymptoms  of  debility  as  at  the  prefent  moment*  Its 
arfenals  at  home  were  empty,  and  its  dependencies  abroad  without  any  adequate  defence.  Se- 
parated from  its  ancient  and  natural  ally,  it  depended  entirely  upon  France  for  the  protection 
«f  its  foreign  pofleflions  ;  fo  that  it  was  obliged  to  fubmit  withoxit  r^ferve,  in  all  the  meafures 
of  its  government,  to  the  will  of  the  French  miniftry.  In  this  precarious  and  fallen  ftate,  the 
Dutch  could  hardly  be  faid  to  have  any  power  of  their  own,  and  were  to  be  confidered  as  no- 
thing more  than  the  paflive  inflruments  of  France. 

Such  were  the  reciprocal  fltuations  of  the  feveral  belligerent  powers,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1782, — by  which  it  appears,  that  however  great  their  ambition,  or  violent  their  rclent- 
ments  might  be,  they  were  ail  defirous  of  peace,  as  they  were  all  in  a  condition  to  make  its 
reftoring  powers  eflential  to  their  future  profperity. 

The  diifentions  and  commotions  at  Geneva  not  only  continued  to  increafe,  but  to  be  at- 
tended with  the  moft  ruinous  confequences  to  that  republic.     By  the  original  confiitution  of 
Geneva,  the  fovereign  power  of  the  ftate  was  invefted  in  the  general  council,  which  confided 
of  all  the  citizens,  &c. :  but,  by  degrees,  the  magiftrates  and  fenate  had  greatly  increafed  their 
own  power,  and  diminiflied  the  privileges  of  the  people.     Repeated  complaints  were  made  by 
the  latter,  that  the  former  had  exceeded  their  authority  and  encroached  upon  their  rights. — 
The  fenate  occafionally  impofed  taxes,  without  the  confent  of  the  general  council ;  and  the 
feverity  with  which  the  magiftrates  and  fenate  fometimes  punifhed  thofe  who  had  ccnfuredand 
oppofed  their  attempts  to  extend  the  bounds  of  their  authority,  had  contributed  to  increafe  the 
number  of  malcontents.     Such  a  ftate  of  things  naturally  occaiioned  frequent  contefts ;  and  to 
prevent  a  continuance  of  difputes,  the  dcmocratical  party  required  a  regular  code  of  laws, 
which  (hould  be  for  the  rulers  the  foundation  of  their  authority,  and  for  the  people  the  known 
ftandard  of  their  obedience  :  mutual  confidence  was  about  to  reft  upon  the  bafis  of  public  order 
and  common  fecurity,  when  by  the  intrigues  of  the  ariftocratical  party,  this  falutary  projcft 
.     .   was  defeated.     The  magiftrates  not  only  employed  the  moft  unjuftifiable  pradices  for  the  fup- 
.    port  of  their  autliority,  and  made  the  moft  exaggerated  reprefentations  of  the  oppofition  fet  up 
againft  them  by  the  other  citizens ;  but  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  interference  of  foreign 
i         powers,  and  in  this  fatal  meafure  were  unfortunately  fuccefsful.     The  interpoiition  of  the 
court  of  France,  and  the  two  ariftocratical  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Bern,  greatly  increafed  the 
Iroobles  of  the  republic.    Thefe  mediators  could  not  agree,  ziidi  in  the  month  of  May,  in  this 

year 
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1782  year,  a  body  of  12,000  trdops,  bcloftging  to  the  King  of  France,  the  Svvifs  Cantons  and  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  formed  the  blockade  of  that  city.  In  this  ftate  of  things,  the  citizens  found 
themfelves  obhged  to  admit  the  troops  widiin  their  walls ;  and  the  mediating  powers  {Prepared 
a  new  code  of  laws  for  the  rcpubUc  of  Geneva, — bat  fo  inttonfiftent  with  (he  liberties  of  the 
people,  or  the  independence  of  the  republic,  that  niimbers  of  the  citizens  immediately  refolv- 
cd  to  quit  their  country,  and  to  feefc  fome' other  region  where  freedom  might  be  enjoyed.— 
Some  attempts  were  madte  to  intcreft  the  Britilk  niiiniftry  in  the  fate  of  that  republicj  but  this 
was  not  a  moment  for  Great  Britain  to  exert  itfelf  in  fuch  a  caufe.  It  became  a  rcfolution, 
however,  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  Geneva  to  quit  their  courttry  and  to  fix  their  refidence  in 
Ireland,  and  agents  were  accordingly  employed  to  procure  them  fettlements  in  that  kingdom, 
where  they  met  with  the  m6ft  liberal  encouragement  from  the  government,  from  the  nobility, 
and  from  the  nation  at  large.  At  an  affembly  of  the  delegates  of  34  different  corps  of  volun- 
teers of  the  province  of  Leinfter,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  "  Thtft  the  virtuous  citizens  of 
Geneva,  who  wifhed  for  an  afylum  in  that  kingdom  from  thfe  hand  of  tyranny  and  oppreffion, 
deferved  their  liigheft  commendation,  and  that  they  who  cllablilhed  tTieriafelves  in  Ireland 
Ihould,  upon  every  occafion,  receive  their  utmoft  attention  and  fupport.** 

The  total  number  of  veflels  which'  arrived  at  Dantzig,.  during  this  year,  amounted  to  502, 
among  which  there  was  not  one  under  Dutch  colours  ;  and  the  ntimbcr  of  thofe  which*  failed 
for  that  port  during  the  fame  period,  amounted  to  549.  Moft  of  the  Dant^sig  veflels  were  at 
this  time  employed  in  carrying  (hip-building  timber  to  England,  and  had  very  high  freights* 

The  quantity  of  indigo  imported  into  England  from  India  during  this  year,  was  25,575  lbs. 
^  The  indigo  annually  exported  to  Great  Britain  from  America,  on  an  average  of  three 
years,  viz.  1768,  1769,  1770,  amounted  to  602,973  lbs. 

The  Canada  fales,  which  arc  every  fp'ring  in  London,  of  the  furs  and  peltty  fent  the  pre^ 
ceding  year,  amounted  in  this  year  to  189,0001. 

It  is  a  circumftance  which  well  deferves  tlie  public  attention,  that  Ruffia,  during  this  ycar> 
exported  350  tons  of  candles,  and  that  flie  has  lowered  the  duties  on  that  article  when  export- 
ed.    Both  the  foap  and  candle  trade  are  of  confijorable  benefit  to  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  average  quantity  of  rum  imported  for  ten  years  from  1773  to  1782,  was  5So62:,842  gal-   - 
ions; — ditto  exported,  617,939. 

The  ncceflity  of  taking  fome  cffeftual  means  to  prevent  the  fmuggling  of  wool,  is  evident 
from  the  increafe  of  that  praftice.  In  1770,  the  quantity  feized  was  only  30  lbs  :—^in  1780, 
it  had  incrcafcd  to  12,383  lbs. ; — and  in  1782,  it  amounted  to  13,916  lbs. 

The  number  of  (hips  which  were  employed  from  England  in  the  whale  filhery  to  Davis's 
Streights  and  the  Greenland  Seas,  during  this  year,  amounted  to  38 ;  the  bounty  being  at 
30s.  per  ton.     The  war  prevented  any  Dutch  (hips  from  engaging,  atprefent,  in  that  fiftiery* 

The  ftate  of  infurance  of  fliips,  at  this  period,  was  as  follows  : 

From  London  to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  convoy,  10  per  cent,  or  20  to  return  10. 

To  Jamaica;  with  convoy,  12  percent,  or  20 to  return  8. 

To  New  York  and  Halifax,  with  convoy,  15  guineas  per  cent,  or  25  to  return  10,  if  ihip^ 
t>f  force  ; — without  convoy,  if  fhips  of  force,  25  to  return  8. 

To  Cork,  Waterford,  and  Dublin,  6  guineas  per  cent. 

From  Ireland  to  tlae  Weft  Indies,  (except  Jamaica)  with  convoy,  10  per  cent,  or  20.  to 
return  io# 

To  Jamaica,  12  per  cent,  or  22  to  return  10. 
Vol.  iV.  3  K  •  From 
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1782      From  Ireland  to  Portugal,  15  to  20  per  cent*  to  return  5  to  io»  if  with  convoy. 
To  theMediterranean,  an  advance  of  3  percent. 

From  the  Weft  Indies  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  with  convoy,  15  guineas  per  cent. :-« 
without  convoy,  20I.  per  cent,  unlefs  fbips  of  force. 

From  Jamaica  to  any  ports  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  25  per  cent,  to  return  8,  if  with* 
out  convoy ;  or  16  per  cent,  warranted  with  convpy. 

.  From  Liverpool,  Briftol,  and  Glafgow,  to  New  York,  25  to  30  per  cent,  to  return  16  per 
cent,  for  convoy. 

To  the  Weft  Indies,  20  per  cent. 
To.  Jamaica  20  per  cent,  to  return  8  for  convoy. 

The  revenues  of  Ruffia,  at  this  period,  appear,  from  the  moft  authentic  accounts,  to  be  as 
follows :— reduced  into  flerling  money.  £^ 

Poll  tax,  —  —  —  i,900,cxx5 

Crown  lands.  Great  Ruftia,  —  600,000 

Ditto,  Little  Ruffia,  209,000 

Ditto,  Poland,  —  —  300,000 

Ditto,  in  Swedifh  conquefts,  —  80,000 

Sajt,  —  —  —  520,000 

Hemp  and  iron,  —  —  370,00a 

Pot  afhes,  —  —  85,000 

Cuftoms,  —  —  260,000 

Baths  and  licenfed  houfes,  '  •^—  100,000. 

Internal  duties,  —  —  560,000 

Trade  of  Siberia,  —  36,000 

Total,  5,020,000 

Total  revenues  in  Ruffia  amounted,  in  1720,  ta  2,000,000 

•  ____,^  ij^  1740,  to  3,600,000 

— ^— '  in  1760,  to  4^100,000 

The  quantity  of  linen  exported  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  for  one  year,  ending  with  the 
25th  of  March  in  the  prefeat  year,  is  as  follows  : — linen  cloth,  plain,  24,692,072  yards,  value 
1,646,1381.  2s.  8d. ; — linen,  coloured,  767  yards,  value  62I.  6s.  4^d. 

The  quantity  exported  from  Ireland  to  every  other  country,  (exclufive  of  Great  Britain)  for 
one  year,  ending  with  the  25th  of  March  in  the  prefent  year,  is,  linen  cloth,  plain,  278,231 
yards,  value  18,548!.  14$.  8d. ;  linen,  coloured,  73*655^  yards,  value  5,9841.  9s.  Qd. 
The  importation  of  woollen  cloth  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  during  this  year,  was, 

Tards. 
Old  drapery,  —  —  362,824 

New  drapery,  —  --  S47>336 

Total,  910,160 

The  quantity  of  ribbands  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  was  19  lbs.  40ZS. ;  and  the 
amount  of  the  manufactured  filk  exported,  was  370  lbs.  30ZS. 

The  following  is  the  export  of  cotton  yarn  manufaftures  and  mixtures  of  cotton  from  Ire- 
land, during  the  prefent  year: — cotton  yarn,  8,798  pounds  weight;  manufafture  and  mixture 
of  cotton  to  the  value  of  414!.  7s, 

Export 
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J  782  Export  of  iron  and  iron  ware  from  Ireland,  in  the  fame  period,  was,  hardware  to  the  value 
of  22t.  IIS.  4d. ;  ironmongers  ware,  to  2l.  19s.;  and  wrought  iron  to  the  amount  of 
75  twt.  3'qrs.  7  lbs. 

The  export  of  glafs  from  Ireland  in  tliis  year,  was,  bottles,  1,738  dozen  j—glafs  ware  to 
the  value  of  172K  iis. 

The  importation  of  flockixigs  into  Ireland,  was  as  follows : 

Pair. 
Cotton,  —  —  —  20,490 

Silk,  —  —  —  —  360 

Silk  and  Wortted,  —  —  _  348       . 

Thread,  —  —  —  39>7i7 

Woollen,  —  —  —  1,617 

Worfted,  —  :—  —  9>6i7 

Export  from  Ireland  of  the  fame  article,  in  the  fame  period,  was. 

Dozen.  Palrs% 
Thread,  —  —  —  14        o  - 

Woollen,  —  —  —  139        o 

Worded,  —  —  —  138        3 


The  number  of  hats  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  amounted  to  450. 
The  value  of  the  upholflery  imported  into  that  kingdom  during  the  fame  period,  was 
•8,9771.  17s,  ii^d. ; — and  the  value  of  that  exported,  was  629L  18s.  3d, 

The  quantity  of  books  and  paper  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  was,  books,  unbound, 
55cwt.  141b,; — writing  paper,  200  reams. 

An  account  of  goods  and  merchandize,  being  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufa£lure  of  Afia, 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  from  thence  exported  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  from  the 
25th  of  March,  1781,  inclufive,  to  the  25th  of  March,  1782* 

Denominations,  Quantity.  Value, 

Lbs,  Yards.  ^f.      j.     d. 

Stained  Callico,  —  ■  i>836  459    o    o 

White  ditto,  —  —  860  172     o    o 

Muflin,  —  —         S4>i40  9,006  16     8 


India  Silks  and  Stuffs,  — 

Drugs,            —            —                  — 10,121     7     65- 

Cinnamon,                —  222-1            .  89     20 

Cloves,            '—            —  562  — ~-  281     00 

Mace,            —              —  272^  — -,  226  17     6 

Nutmegs,            —            —  3,539  ^  1,769  10    o 

Pepper,            —            —  43»40ii  ^>893  9    o 

Piemento,            —            —  S>392  —  269  12    o 

Rice,            —                —  91,882       ;  — —  738  6    9 

Saltpetre,          ^  —            —  99,610'  — 2,248  8    9 

_  *  ^ 

China  raw  Silks,            —  469694-^  _—  46,694  3    4 

Bohea  Tea,                —  887,767. 88,776  14    o 

Green  ditto,           —  433*248  — — .—  129,974  8    o 

Z^  ^  Ah 
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An  anthentic  account  of  corn  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England  and 
Scotland. 


EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 


1782. 
England. 
Wheat,  — 

Wheat  Flour,  ice. 
Rye,  ~ 

Barley,  — 

Malt,  — 

Oats,  — 

Oatmealf  — 

Beans,  •— 

Peas,  — 

Scotland. 
Wheat,  — 

Wheat  Flour,. 
Barley  and  Bear, 
Barley  Meal, 
Malt,  — 

Oats,  — 

Oatmeal, 
Peas  and  Beans, 


Britijb 

6,497 

»^4>49S 

3^994 

a8,3Si 

79>324 

a,ii3 

i9>493 

5>i33 

">23S 

12,935 
28 

7,062 

1^089 

416 


Foreign 

1,040' 
2,332 

9 

45 

7,018 

40 
226 

S60 


1782. 
England. 
Wheat,  - 

Wheat  Flour, 

Barley,  — 


garters* 
76,079 


»i»954 


Oats, 


33.75* 


Beans>  — ^ 

Peas,  — 

Scotland. 
Wheat, 
Wheat  Flottr, 
Barley, 


3»6i9 
4.553- 

666 

250 

1,638 


Oats, 

Oatmeal, 

Peas, 


3'929 

875 
.386 


The  bounties  on  com  and  grain  exported  from  England  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  amoun« 
ted  to  41,2811.  3s.  ii^d. 

The^drawbacks,  during  the  fame  period,  were  55I.  7s.  id.' 

The  amount  of  the  bounties  paid  on  com  and  grain  exported  from  Scotland,  during  the  fame 
time,  was  5,6331.  3s.  5^. 

The  duties  on  corn  imported  into  England,  was  2,2701.  2S.  7d. ;  and,  in  Scotland,  they 
amounted  to  79!.  14s.  6d» 

Tlje  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchcfter  bulhel,  for 
this  year,  was  as  follows  ^-— 

Wheats  5s.  ii^d. ;  rye,  3s.  7^d. ;  barley,  2S.  9^d. ;  oats,  is.  io|d. ;  beans,  3s*  3d. 

The  feven  following  tables  eontain  abundant  matter  of  commercial  intelligence.  They  fhcw 
the  amount  of  the  principal  American  and  Weft  Indian  ftaple  commodities,  which  were  im- 
ported into  or  exported  from  Great  Britain,  during  the  year  1773,  ^^^  ™^ft  profpcrous  of  our 
commerce,  and  during  1782,  the  year  of  the  moft  general  war  the  nation  ever  fuffaincd.  The 
imports  and  exports  of  17739  exhibit  a  view  of  our  colony  trade  during  its  ufual  courfe ;  thofe 
of  1782  point  out  tbe  circuitous  courfe  that  the  ingenuity  of  commercial  enterprize  had  found 
for  ventures,  under  the  greateft  embarraflinents.  The  tables  which  fucceed,  give  the  total  of 
the  imports  and  exports  of  the  before-mentioned  ftaple  commodities  for  a  period  of  ten  years, 
fhewing  their  fluctuations  in  peace  and  war,  and  the  bad  effeft  of  war  on  commerce.  They 
feem  to  prove,  however,  that  the  duties  laid  on  during  the  war,  had  no  great  effedt  on  the 
imports,  particularly  of  fiigar  and  rum« 

I  Aa 
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An  Account  of  SUGAR  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain  for  two  years*  viz* 
from  Christmas  1772  to  Christmas  1773*  and  from  Christmas  1781  to  1782. 


Africa,        •  - 

Caaaries, 

Denmark  &  Norway, 
£aft  Country,        • 
£aft  Indies, 
Flanders, 
France, 
Germany, 
Greenijind, 
Holiand, 
Ireland,    - 
Ifle  of  Man,    - 
Italy,        - 
Madeira, 

Portugal,        •         V 
Poland, 
Kuiiia, 
Spain, 
Stcelghts, 
Sweden, 
Turkey, 
Venice^ 

Ifland.  of  Guemlcy, 
Idand  of  Jerfey,        ^ 
North  America,  viz. 
Kew  Providence, 
Canada, 
Carolina, 

Florida,  •  - 

Georgia, 
Hudfon's  Bay, 
New  Eogland, 
Newfoundland, 
New  York, 
Nova  Scotia, 
PennfyLvania, 
Virginia  &  Maryland, 

H^eft  IttJiei, 
Antigua, 
Anguilla, 
Barbadoes,        « 
Dominica, 
Grenada, 

Jamaica,        •         • 
Montferrat, 
NeviR,        • 
St.  Kitt's   '         «    - 
St.  Lucia, 
St.  Vincent's, 
St.Martin's,  Demcrara, 
St.  Thomas's, 
Tobago, 
Tor  tola, 
New  Orleans, 
Honduras, 

Falkland  Iflands,      - 
Bermudas,     ,    - 
Mufquito  Shore, 
St.  Euilatia,  St.  Croix, 


England,  1773. 


Imported. 


Exported. 


cwt.     qrs.  lb 


cwt.    qrs.  lb 
268  Q  10 

i»4  3  3 
z6  o     o 

272  3  16 
15  o     o 


Scotland,  1773. 


Imported. 


1814  I  2 

"4:^  a  14 
138856  I  4 

«i79  3  *i 
»74  3  M 


cwt.  qrs.  lb 


Exported. 


cwt.  qrs.  lb 


X  26 


5«  » 

24  I 


7 
4 


2541  2  21 
38  3  4 


X  z 


X019  3  14 

80885  I  25 

X 109  I  I  2  4 

44128  2  7 

I98159  2  21 

IO17O9I  I  7 

33776  o  25 

27430  I  11 

106368  I  18 

58691   X  7 


62    2       O 

X   3   10 

555*^3   a  22 


England,  r762. 


Iraportcd. 


cwt.    qrs.  It 


Exported. 


8  3  H 


cwt.  qrs.  lb 

12^5    O    IX 


Scotland,  1782. 


70  o  21 

379    «   H 

1865  /2    26 


1    2 


5; 


89  »     7 


8  3   H 


I   3   12 


2 
2 


o 

o 


87   3      2 

o 


7  3 


3080  o  23 


2     o 


H«53  3   »7 
30126^  3   24 


8843  3   ,2 


1 73 '664  3     I 


4519   I     7 
40866  3    16 

2939  o     9 
4289    I     3 


239*   3   '» 


70  o  o 
100 
200 

I 

833  o  26 

20    X     XI 

XI     2     X4 


2562   2      8 


77812  o  x6 

796  3   xo 

7   I     o 

400 


Imported. 


cwt.  qrs.  lb 


252  o  21 

285    X     o 


2^0    O       O 


'3    >     3 
43    »   a? 


203 
18  o  24 

11227 


899    X    II 


Exported. 


cwt.  qrs. lb 


34  » 


73  9  ^* 
15   X     7 


149181  1  6 
24422  o  9 
74636  o     o 


1722   X  26 


6735  »     ^ 


145465  0  14) 


12101   X  23 


: 


654077  3  io 

31268  2  19 

32891  2  22 

X65139  3  o 

91749  o    o 

22963    O    XT 


98  3  19 


5498  1   24 


140  o     9 
I  o     5 

n*  3  24 


30  3     * 
66412   3      X 


36144  1     9 


9185   X     "8 


X6    3    22 


70287  2  21150673   «  -5 


99  o  14 


1093   I   26 


6542  X      V 


4«  *  a4 


2  o  15 

£   O    16 


X17  I     4 


I3i5«>25  a  i7l85»76  2     7  [57487  3   »« 


5  ^  1* 


8939,  o  a* 
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AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDlTCTIOM 


An  Accx)UNT  of  R  U  M  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain  for  two  years,    viz^ 
from  Christmas  1772  to  Christmas  1773,  ^"^  ^^^^^  Christmas  1781  to  1782. 


Africa, 

Canaries, 

Denmark  &  Norway, 

Eaft  Country, 

Eaft  Indies, 

Flanders, 

FrancCi 

Germany, 

Greenland, 

Holland, 

Ireland,     -         - 

Ifle  of  Man,     • 

Italy, 

Madeira, 

Portugal, 

Poland, 

Rudia, 

Spain,         • 

Stt^ights, 

Sweden, 

Turkey, 

Venice, 

Ifland  of  Guernfey, 

Idand  of  Jerfey, 

Nort/t  Afnerica,  viz. 
New  Providence, 
'Canada, 
■Carolina, 
Florida, 
Georgia, 
Hud  Ion  *s  Bay, 
New  England, 
Newfoundland, 
New  York, 
Nova  Scotia, 
Pennfylvania, 
Virginia  &  Maryland, 

ITefi  Indies. 
Antigua, 
Anguilla, 
Barbadnes, 
Dominic^, 
Grcuav»a, 
J-imaica, 
Montfcrrat, 
Nevis,         • 
St.  Kut's 

Sr.  Lucia,         -     ,  - 
St.  Vincent's, 
Sr.Mariin's,  Demerara, 
St.  Thomas's, 
Tobago, 
TortoU, 
New  Orleans, 
Honduras, 

FakJaod  Iflands,-    - 
Bermudas, 
Mufquito  Shore, 
^uEuftatia,  St.  Croix, 


England,  1773. 


Imported. 


Gallons. 


10057 
1764 

79 
917 

337 

35' 
397 

3*97 

8629 

10951 

63664 

1994478 

i34i 
4426 
6664 


26071 


3»7« 

975 

37 


13 


1138631 


Scotland,  1773. 


Exported. 


Gallons. 

131145 

588 

3370 

4293 

25^03 

10521 

575 
6824 

18108 

538557 
25582 

17085 
769 


Imported. 


'955 
18469 

478 

226 

3370 

1352 


767 

980 

1568 

233 

544 
422 

1031 

3*7 
I II 

7795 


428 
1  lOI 

222 
1524 

3»* 

I 

103 
1514 


339 
104 

61 S 


828803 


Exported. 


Gallons. 


Gallons. 


England,  1782. 


Imported. 


Gallons. 


104 


3»S9f 
60374 


101 


534 


2267 


Exported. 


Gallons. 
13287 

201 

219 
23664 
46424 


Scotland,  1782, 


Imported. 


Gallons. 


455 
304 


203 


73 

5055} 


10845} 
X274124 


107 


265 
5435 


114113 

21072 
1707 
-119 

583 
429 


640 


335 


X14 
3 


142198 

70 

9573 


1295597 

504 

18307 

90120 

8744 

179 
5779 


143655 

57» 


333 

9416 

4828 

118 


143655$ 


7»33H 


5437 


489 
949 

439  > 
2117 

■  » 

166 

1619 


iii5o{ 


126S03 


.12790 


»5S798«  I  39»"45 


»5<^743i 


Exported. 


Gallons. 


110907 


3953i 


2086 

12139 

8941 


102 


X04 


206 


138438} 


OP       THE      ORIGIN      OF      COMMERCE, 
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An  AccouKT  of  TOBACCO  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  for  two  years, 
viz.  from  Christmas  1772  to  Christmas  1773,  *^^  from  Christmas  1781  to  1782. 


^                   1 

England,  1773. 

Scotland,  1773- 

England,  1782. 

Scotland,  178a. 

• 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

0 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Africa, 

Canaries, 

Denmai  k  and  Norway, 

Eaft  Country, 

Eift  Indiesi, 

Flanders, 

France, 

Germany, 

Greenland,         - 

Holland, 

Ireland,         - 

Ide  of  Man,          -     . 

Italy, 

Madeira, 

Portugal, 

Poland, 

Ruflia, 

Spain,         -             • 

Streights,^ 

Sweden, 

Turkey, 

Venice,   -     - 

Ifland  of  Gucrnfcy, 

Ifland  of  Jerfey,      - 

North  America f  viz. 
New  Providence,    - 
Canada, 
Carolina^ 
Fiorida,    .     - 
Georgia, 
Hudfon's  Bay, 
New  England, 
Newfoundland, 
New  York,      -  - 
Nova  Scotia,       • 
Pennfylvania,     - 
Virginia  &  Maryland, 

IVeJi  Indies, 
Antigua, 
Anguilla, 
Barbadoes, 
Dominica, 
Grenada,         -  . 
Jamaica, 
Montferrar, 
Nevis, 
St.  Kitt's, 
St.  Lucia, 
St.  Vmceni's, 
St.M^rtin*s,Demerara, 
St,  Thomas»i, 
Tobago, 
Tortola, 
'New  Orleans, 
Honduras, 
Falkland  Jdands,     i 
Bermudas, 
Mufquito  Shore, 
£uftatia  and  St.  Croix, 

•    lb. 

Ib. 

990873 

lb. 

1651793 
7276 

42883981 
44 

1 

lb. 
812650 

24406240 
i98234'7 

14629050 
4333850 

16782 
10926 

620 

17892 

2114 

112 

18637 

356 
4914 

1428 

lb. 

8017 
24938 

46810 
105291 

224562 
61911 

1 18169 
1225^6 

4578 

71130 

1928 
4^039 

2S9402 

3274909 

18570 

ib. 
54447 

50497 

15433 

24115 

107452 

124748 

129915 

14907 
1048769. 

30370 

1364^ 

3*983 

64647 
600 

1604. 

31580 
108 

365 

420 
1713 

9302 
172 
367 

1268 
343 

lb. 

1408 

2318 

3212 

.-. 
11750 

1025751 
3310 

1505057 
72170 

lb. 
922875 

1304 

4905 

120 

600 

238 

3667 

306 

280 

»573i?4 
265019 

539'5 

7150737 
7343^83 

i»9S3577 
1521 

14371835 
18559*3 

1378156. 
xoo 

• 

22048 
229722 

- 

X076078 

• 

25209 
562944 
262167 

98569 

6755 
»55S 
4211 

1756 
4830 

33581 
8747 
3045 

963707 

49840 

64 

54915282 
50 

7458 

«»5 

11414 

7114 
3126 

45F.41 

1  III 

1789 
891 

14 

1871 

10373 
10155 

674 

5  5.9.- S  95  7 

1 
503S6925  J 

i  44543050 

463S9318 

72031G2 

2529,146 

1  " 

i  2624982 

9i4»95. 
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AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOiOOICAL     DEDUCTIok 


An  Account  of  RICE  imported  rnto  and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  for  two  years,  vi2. 
from  Ci^RisTMAs  1772  to  Christmas  1773,  *"^  from  Christmas  1781  to  1782^ 


Africa, 
•Canaries, 

Denmark  and  Norway, 
JEaft  Country, 
Elaft  Indies, 
Flandirs, 
France, 
Germany, 
Greenland, 
Holland, 
Ireland,         - 
Ifle  of  Man, 
Italy, 
Madeira, 
Portugal, 
Poland, 
Ruffia, 

Spain,         •  • 

Streights, 
Sweden, 
Turkey, 
Venice, 

J  (land  of  Guernfey, 
Ifland  of  Jerfey,      -  * 
North  America f  viz. 
Is^cw  Providence,    • 
•Canada, 
Carolina, 
Florida, 
Georgia,        • 
Hud  Ton's  Bay, 
New  England,        - 
Newfoundland, 
New  Yor4c,         - 
Nova  Scotia,       • 
Pennfylvania,     - 
Virginia  &  Maryland, 

IFeft  Indies. 
Antigua, 
Anguilia, 
Barbadoes,         • 
Dominica, 
Grenada, 
Jamaica, 
Monferrat, 
Nevis, 
St.  Kilt's, 
St.  Lucia,        « 
St.  Vincent's, 
St.M4rtin'&,Demerara, 
St.  Thomas's, 
Tobaeo, 
Tortola, 
New  Orleans, 
Honduras, 
Falkland  Idands, 
Bermudas, 
Mufquito  Shore, 
£uIUcia  and  St.  Croix, 


Engj-and,  1773. 


Imported. 


cvvt,  qrs. 
45   I 


Ih 


4-1     7 


370290    £ 


72469 


5 

10 


2454  3   14 
3857  3  t8 


457«**  I  ^3 


Exported. 


cwt.  qrs.  lb 
6489  3     3 

6619   2     8 
3904  o   18 


24910  3  12 

31985   3  20 

15241  o  10 

242693  o  o 

.   1690  2  I  I 

400 

1636  2  O 


5612  2   O 

1279  O  10 
166^57  2  20 


1822  O     O 
679  O     O 


47  3     «> 


46  1     4 


14  o     7 

107 


36133^  3   «8 


Scotland,  1773. 


Imported. 


Exported. 


cwt.  qrs.  lb  cwt.  qrs.  lb 


S492   X  27 


3350  o     7 


1 1 842  a     6 


63   X    14 


England,  1782. 


7027  3    .0 


155   3     3 


402  2   x6 
2892    I   II 


10541   3   14 


Imported. 


cwt.  qrs. lb 
12  o    14 


".4  3   20 


»35  3     3 


2404  I   14 


6  X    14 

1   2     7 


76  I   19 


•13  o  x3 


Exported, 


cwt.  qrs.  lb 

57  *     4 


Scotland,  1782. 


Imported. 


1302  3  16 

56   X  4 

30   X  o 

1280    2  X2 


1748  3     2 


55   I   *3 


4  2    o 


784  1  25 


800 


60  I     o 


I    2    lO 


2716  z     z 


29  o     6 


cwt.  qrs. lb 


5357  3     81 


Exported. 


cwt.  qrs.  lb 


608  o     o 


56  I  27 


664  I   27 


OF      THE     ORIGIN      OF      COMMERCE. 
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An  Account  of  INDIGO  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  foriwo  yearsi 
viz.  from  Christmas  1772  to  Christmas  1773,  and  from  Christmas  178110  1782. 


Africa,       -  - 

Canaries, 

Denmark  &  Norway, 

£aft  Country, 

Eaft  Indies, 

Flanders, 

France, 

Germany, 

Greenland, 

Holland, 

Ireland,    -         -         - 

Ifle  of  Man,    - 

Italy,         -         -         . 

Madeira, 

Portugal, 

Poland,         •  • 

Kuffia, 

Spain,   '    -  - 

Streights, 

Sweden, 

Turkey, 

Venice, 

Ifland  of  Guerniby, 

Ifland  of  Jerfey, 

North  America,  viz. 
New  Providence, 
Canada, 
Carolina, 

Florida,  -  - 

Georgia, 
Hudion's  Bay, 
New  England, 
Newfoundland, 
New  York,. 
Nova  Scotia, 
Pennfylvania, 
Virginia  &  Maryland, 

IT/-/  Inc/ies. 
Antigua, 
Anguitla, 
Barbadoes, 
Dominica,         •         - 
Grenada,        • 
Jamaica, 
Montferrat, 
Nevis,         - 
St.  Kitt's 
St.  Lucia, 
St.  Vincent's, 
St.Manin*s,  Demerara, 
St.  Thomas's, 
Tobago, 
Tortota, 
New  Orleans, 
Honduras, 

Falkland  lilands,      - 
Bermudas, 
Mufquiro  Shore, 
St'  Euftatia,  St.  Croix, 


Vol.  IV. 


England,  1773. 


Imported. 


lb. 


67413 

15070 

656 


2100 
44} 


20 


1744* 


5760 

1 107660 
14685 
55380 

i'339 

1800 

20945 
343* 


1000 
66782 

47883 


2  200 


43793 

5000 
i7749 


i5xS55£     I     604898 


Exported. 


lb. 


4023 
414 

44049 

48717 

118770 

46352 

87701 

107527 
850 

735 

69347 
1220 

47371 
13333 


148 


86 


Scotland,  1773. 


Imported. 


lb. 


Exported. 


lb. 


x8ti 


767 


346 


2924- 
3L 


England,  1782, 


Imported! 


lb. 


25535 
7807a 

2330 


6373 


27308 


200 


1120 


'33683 

«»5533 

13O70 


1 1660 


875 


23368 

««5 

70 

1027 

1241 

S843 

4050 
i  3787* 
64200 


2900 


'  5^44>- 


Exported. 


ll>. 
8167 

X2I2 
26701 

58443 

40084 
1007 


335^5 


12591 


54* 


>  ^^i^^^K«ia 


182362 


Scotland,   1782. 


Imported, 


lb. 


Exponed. 


lb. 


2803 


982 


20-7 


»       399* 


4^0 


AN     HISTORICAt     ANP     C  H  R  O  N  O  L  O^G  I  C  A  t     DEPUCTION 


Ap  Account  of  COCHINEAL  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  for  two  year*^ 
viz.  fromCHRjsTMAe  177a  to  Christmas  1773,  and  from  Christmas  1781  to  178^. 


Africa* 

rienmark  &  Norwax^ 
Eaft  Country, 
£aft  ladks,     - 

France, 

Gtermaof^ 

Gjrecnland, 

Holland^     -  - 

Iiiclattd»    -        -        - 

lie  of  Man,    - 

loily^       -        -       - 

Mad£ka»    .    - 

Portugal^ 

Pdlanjd^ 

Rulila^ 

Spaio^ 

Sifeizhts^        •         * 

S|veden« 

Turluy* 

Venicf, 

lilaad  i)£  Giiernfe^ 

Ilaud  of  Jef^fcy, 

^orth  America,  «ii. 
Hew  Ecayidrnce, 
Cimada,        -  • 

C«raliaa« 
Florida* 
Gcoqsia^         • 

Hudion's  Bay, 
New  Engl  and  y 
Hewfioiuuilaiid, 
ISfew  York, 
Nova  Scotia, 
P^aaTylvania, 
Virgiaia&  MarykMid, 

JVfft  Udles, 
Antigua, 
AngiuUa, 
Barbadocs, 
Domimca, ' 
Greiuuia, 
Jamaica, 
MontiJerrat, 
Nevi*, 
Sc.  Kiu'a 
S(.  Lucia, 
St.  V^ocenl*B, 
ScMarcin's,  Denierara, 
S(.  Thomas's, 
Tobaf;o, 
Tortola, 
New  Orleans, 
Koadurat, 
Faikiand  Iflands,      - 

B<erni«Kia«, 
Mufqfiito  Shore,     ^  - 
St.  EvAfttia,  St.Cfoix^ 


Enolanp,  1773. 


Imposed. 


lb. 


1040 


5061 
4»x 


161976 


4^7 


500 


i69»4.S 


EvpprKd.  I 


lb. 


7S4 

XJ070 
1421 

14767 
799 

914£ 


707 


Scotland,  177J. 


Import^ 


Jb. 


:Ti' 


Exported. 


lb. 


England,  1782. 


Imported. 


lb. 


1000x6 


44»53 


Exported. 


lb. 


361 

490 
2973 


4120 


5070 


713 


X2P9 


3000 


Scotland,  '1782. 


Imported. 


lb. 


Exported. 


lb. 


54 


104216 


14665  y 


54    1 


Of      THE      6  ft  I  ^  I  N      OF      G  d  M   NC  fi  R  C  C. 
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An  AccotrwT  of  COT^FEE  Jftiportfed  hitdaiidel^pdmdfFomGttCAT  BiLiTAi9y  Sortko  years* 
viz.  frotn  Christmas  1772  to  Christmas  tjj^^  aa4  horn  Christmas  1781  to  1782. 


* '  >*' 


Africa, 
Caaafies, 
Denmark  and  NorWay, 
Eaft  Country, 
£aft  Indies, 
Fiandert, 
Fringe, 
Germany, 
Greenland, 
Hotitnd, 

Irefaind.        •'    ,      # 
IfleofMan, 
Itafjr, 
Madeira, 
Portugaiy 
Poland, 
Ruflia, 

S\>a'm,        •  • 

Straights, 

Sweden,         •  • 

S'urkey, 
Vcnfce, 

insthdo^Gucrnfey, 
Iflaml  of  Jp^fey,     • 
North  AiHericaf  viz. 
NeW  Providence,    - 
CaViada, 
Carolina, 
Florida, 
Georgia, 
HudlSn's  B«y, 
New  fingfand, 
Ntf\Vfdund!tnd, 
Ncw^York,        • 
N(>va  Scotia^      • 
Pennfylvania,     - 
Virginia  &  Maryland, 

l^eji  Indies. 
Antig^ua, 
Arigiiiria,' 
BarbtfdiSts, 
Pominica, 
Grenida, 
Jamaica, 
Montfcrrat, 
Kevis, 
St.  Kitt's, 
St.  Lucia, 
Sr.  Vihcent'f, 
ScMartin's/Demaura, 
St.  Thomas's, 

Tort(3a,        -         - 
^ew  Orleans, 
HondliVas , 
Falkland  Xflandt, 
Bermudas, 
Mxilquito  SKorc, 
£uftam  and  St.  Croix, 


EtTGLAND,  1773. 


u 


For..  Plant. 
Imported.  '  imported. 


cwc.  qrs.  lb 


4  « 


£.  Indies, 
exported. 


cwt.  qrs. lb 


cwt.  qrs. lb 
I  %% 


'    i      -I 
f  ■■ 

ii 

13^  o 


2     II 


;4.Ai- 


410 

359   I     6 


I  3 


37  o  14 


21    I    10 


33  »  ti. 

15709  I  15 

,17696  a  o 

3770  I  5 

600  3  25 


180  0-    o 


xSs  o  9 

13  o  i^ 

3  o 

760  3  21 

452  2  8 

604  3:  <h 

248  o  8 


1493   I     o 

2    2    to 


Brit.  Plana. 
exported. 


c\Vt.  qrs.  lb 
10  1   16 


1436    I     22 

57    2.    tS 


26S08  3     O 

11I81  0     9 
60  3     6 

^53  *  ^4 

^7   X     3 

95  2     6 
230 


For.  Plant, 
exported. 

cwt.  qrs. lb 


5789  2.    5 
115  2     I 

184  o  16 


cwt.  qrs.lb cwt.  qrs.lb 


ik5<  2  26 
»«  3   H 


2  2   16 


8562  o  16 


934  3   ^3 
no  2  12 

599  o     o 


2   I 


73*48  o     6 


449S8  2  19 


8742  o  16 


SCOTLAHD,    1773. 


Brit.  Plant. 
mv^cvted. 


Brit.  Plant, 
exported. 


IS   «    x6 


3899  I   14 


4  J  24 


3  L  2 


433"9  o     9 


64  I    13 


6089  O  22il     69   X     9 


H 

sr 

A  I 


53*  © 


11 


f| 


•^ 
P 


c 


o 
3 

EP 

cog 

OS 
03 

*■    n 


M 


H.  r» 


••»  T"   or 


^-  ** 

9 
O 
r« 

O 
6 

B 

a 


a 


1% 


19 

n 

8 

c 

S3 


i*^  *iH.  r* 
^  o 

I    I  Pi 

I        ? 

•J 

oe 

M     »*     r* 

^  oo      ^   r>  I 

■^  ►»  4*.    a,  i 

4^  O  O   00  5  ij 

U«  O  vyt  4k    *  T 

M      O 

**       •    S 


**J    N    »»    H    "^    2 

•»    O 


15    I     16.1 


O    O    cTjf 


o 


45%  AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.    D. 

178:^  Totals  of  Sugar,  Rum,  Melasses,  Tobacco,  Indigo,  Rice  and  Cochineal^ 
imported  into  and  exported  from  England,  for  ten  Years,  ending  at  ChriftmaSy  178a. 

SUGAR. 

Imported  into  England.  Exported  from  England. 


- 

London.            Out-] 

PORTS. 

Totals. 

Tears. 

Cwt*      qrs.  lis. 

Cwtm 

qrs.  lbs.          Cwt.    qrs.  lis,  • 

Cwt.     qrs.  lism 

»773 

1,731,664     3     1 

59»oi7 

0     3            86,448 

0    11 

145.465     0  14 

»774 

1,962,403     I     0 

103,461 

2  21            81,412 

3   21 

181,874     2    14 

»775 

1,940,069     0     2 

I92>7i5 

1    21           106,134 

2   24 

298,850     0   17 

1776 

1,669,066     0     4 

52,962 

3  21           138,609 

2      I 

191,572      I   22 

1777 

i»33S>42i     0  20 

34>02i 

0     4            94,266 

2      6 

128,291      2    10 

1778 

^»403»99S     »  13 

12,560 

3    8          68,203 

1      2 

80,764     0   10 

»779 

i»44»»94S    3    J 

7,462 

3  IS         55.685 

I      2 

63,148      0    17 

1780 

i»3i8,5i5    9    9 

i4»627 

2  24         82,507 

0    17 

97.134    3  13 

1781 

1,026,177    0  14 

39,000 

2    0         95>o36 

3    8 

134.037     I     8 

1782 

^>2^S>o^S    3  ^7 

6,665 

0  17          7^iSii 

2    10 

85,176      2   27 

« 

R        U 

M, 

Imported  into  England. 

Exportedfrom  England. 

London.        Out-ports 

"Totals. 

Tears. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

»773 

2,138,631 

«^ 

464,591 

364,212 

828,803 

J  774 

»»70Sj338 

309,020 

329.363 

638,383 

177s 

2,309,977 

166,515 

523.786 

690,301 

1776 

3»346,7S9 

224,267 

241,410 

465,677 

J777 

2,069,644 

248,216 

574.064 

822,280 

1778 

2,457,084 

139*521 

486,869 

626,390 

1779 

2,161,878 

251,004 

481,654 

732,658 

1780 

1,621,148 

483.355 

337.174 

820,529 

1781 

1,229,987 

1x6^373 

45.859 

162,232 

1782 

1,587,981 

117,232 

274.913 

392,145 

M 

E    L    A 

S    S    £    S. 

Imported  into  England. 

Exported  from 

I  England. 

LONI 

)ON.              Out-ports. 

Totals. 

Tears. 

Tons,  cwt,  qrs.  lis. 

T'ons.  cwt.  i 

qrs.  lbs.       Tons.  cwt. 

qrs.  lisk 

Tons,  cwt f  qrs.  lis. 

1773 

61       6     2     20 

7      6 

3     24     ^        00 

0       0 

7      6    3    24 

1774 

27        2     I      17 

26      8 

26             00 

0       0 

26      82      6 

1775 

74      5    ^     11 

0      0 

00            7     11 

2     21 

.7112    21 

1776 

256     13     I      2 

0      0 

00            0     15 

0       0 

0     15    0      0 

J777 

511      91     24 

29      9 

2     12          61       1 

2        2 

90     II    0    14 

1778 

637     15     I     27 

27      8 

0      24           145      ID 

^      4^ 

172     18    3      0 

1779 

59     14    0    21 

9      + 

0     24              13      II 

3    10 

22     16    0      6 

1780 

28     16     I     14 

0     10 

0    24            4     17 

1      8 

572      4 

1781 

0400 

0      0 

00            op 

0      0 

000      0 

1782 

12        7     0        2 

0      0 

00            00 

0      0 

0000 

TOBACCO. 


_j 
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A.  D« 

1782 


T    O 

Imported  Into  England. 


Tears. 


1773  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 


Pounds  Wt. 

SS>9a8»9S7 
o        o 


ToUl, 

55»928,957 

1774  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

56,048,393 
0       0 

Total, 

56,048,393 

1775  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

SS>965.463 
0        0 

Total, 

5S»965»463 

1776  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

7>275»o57 
0        0 

Total, 

7.27S»037 

1777  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

433,742 
1,912,349 

Total, 

2,146,051 

1778  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

„  655, 1 24 
8,422,049 

Total, 

9.o77»»53 

1779  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

9,652,316 

Total, 

14,017,431 

1780  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

7.3S4»405 
4,944,767 

Total, 

12,299,172 

1 78 1  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

5»»3^>629 
6,255,086 

Total, 

11,386,725 

1782  Not  Prize, 
Prize, 

4,414,840 
2,788.422 

Total, 

7,203,262 

B    A    C    C    O. 

Exported  from  England, 

London.  Out-ports. 

Pounds  fVt.  Pounds  IVt. 


35,248,119 
o        o 

35,248,119 

29>  1 25,332 
o        o 

29»^25»33^ 

33»769»986 
o       o 

33»769»986 

J3»729«926 
o        o 

>3»7a9>926 

1,996,960 
332»Si2 

2,329'472 

609,481 
3^5.839 

■     935.3^0 

458,856 
1,148,825 


■g'  *   » 


1,607,681 

402,269 
502,183 

904,452 

867,579 
1,204,959 

21072,538 

557.967 
612,752 

1,170,719 


15,138,806 

o        o 

15,138,806 

i5»694»5i9 
o       o 

15.695*519 

10,110,879 
o        o 

10,110,879 

2,791,486 

O  O 

2,791,486 

S7S»934 
o       o 

575*934 

762,412 
360,443 

1,122,855 

534,041 
1,562,714 

2,096,755 

1,341,276 

577,«77 
1.918,553 

>.33i.9«9 
540,348 

1,878,277 

1,161,022 
>  97,405 

1.358,427 


Totals. 

Pounds  m. 

50,386,925 
o        o 

50,386,925 
44,819,851 

o        o 

44,819,851 

43,880,865 

o       o 

43.880,865 
16,521,41a 

o       o 

16,521,412 

«,572,894 
33*,5»8 

2,905,406 

1,381,893 
686,282 

2,068,175 

992,897 
2,7  ",539 

3,704,436 

i»743.54S 
1,079,460 

2,823,005 

2,199,508 
J»75N307 

3.950,815 


CfJi 


1^718,989 
810.157 

2,529,146 

RICE. 
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AN 

HISTORICAI 

A.  D« 

» 

1782 

Impwitd  lnt$  England. 

TearSf, 

Cwt.     qrSf  lbs. 

1773 

457,122     I     23 

1774 

4^5.359    3    20 

I77S 

577,149    0    22 

1776 

6,436    0    27 

1777 

13,016     I    20 

1778 

u,43X    0      3 

1779 

65    0    14 

1780 

822    3    14 

1781 

40,146     2     12 

17J2 

2,716    2      2 

AMD     CQROVOtaOIC  At     CBBTTCTIOK 


E. 


Exptrttdfram  England, 

I 

L'ONDOK. 

1 

Out-ports. 

Totals 

• 

Cwt. 

qrs. 

lis. 

Cwf.    jrj. 

lbs. 

CwU    qrs. 

lbs. 

73>933 

2 

5 

287,401     V 

13 

36i>334    3 

18 

67.536 

0 

18 

236,651     2 

8 

304,187    2 

26 

59.782 

I 

I 

323,698    0 

18 

383,480     I 

»9 

36,420 

0 

8 

6,682     3 

15 

43»'®*    3 

23 

00,047 

I 

25 

5-4.77     I 

6 

aS»S24    3 

3 

5.049 

2 

21 

4,861     2 

22 

9>9^ »     I 

»5 

576 

2 

5 

1,018     I 

0 

i»S94    3 

5 

721 

3 

6 

204    0 

16 

9^5    3 

22 

15.055 

0 

4 

5.696    a 

19 

20,751     2 

23 

4»294 

3 

2 

1,063    0 

6 

S>3S7    3 

8 

Jmptrttd  into  England. 


N       D 


Tears. 

Pvuttds  frt 

'773 

1,518,552 

>774 

1.917.055 

1775 

2,454,811 

1776 

785,671 

1777 

818,458 

i77« 

756.798 

>779 

733»730 

1780 

pi»549 

1781 

1,032,610 

1782 

569.443 

o. 

Exported  from  England, 


London. 

Out-ports. 

Totals. 

Pounds  Wt. 

Pounds  m. 

Pounds  JVu 

596,39^ 

8*5^7 

604,898 

640,510 

7»ii8 

647,628 

611,025 

13.745 

624,770 

448,377 

6,654 

455*031 

269,687 

14,169 

283,856 

151,870 

19,205 

171.075 

222,538 

58,108 

280,646 

238,306 

84,081 

32^1387 

593'75i 

72,459 

666,210 

141,2x4 

41,148 

182,362 

COCHINEAL. 


Imported  into  England^ 


Tears. 

Pounds  m. 

«773 

169,245 

«774 

238.415 

>775 

198,(^3 

1776 

211,147 

«777 

i94»i59 

X778 

»30,255 

»779 

100,891 

1780 

99.057 

1781 

124,566 

1782 

104^16 

Exported  from  England. 


London. 

OOT-FOK.T«. 

Totals. 

Pounds  m. 

Pounds  m. 

Pounds  m. 

44.093 

60 

44.J53 

44.695 

0 

44.695 

59.948 

188 

60,136 

37.200 

405 

37.605 

18,888 

395 

19,283 

2t,9»3 

2,047 

23,960 

8,780 

4>742 

13.52a 

8,744 

3.758 

12.502 

12,713 

5.307 

18,020 

10,445 

-     4.220     . 

14,665 

Aa 
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1782  An  AcoouKT  of  all  Rics,  Iwdio-o,  Cochikeal,  Tobacco,  Svoars,  Melassss  and 

Rum  imported  into  Scotland  for  ten  Years,  ending  at  Chriftmas»  1782. 


o 
o 


a 


lb. 
2,924 
6,690 

4.371 

S»i39 

0(22,156 

23128,247 
6,318 

16,042 
3»99a 


C  O  C  H  I- 
N£AL. 


TOBACCO.      II 


TUBED. 


cwt.  qrs.  tb. 

000 
o    o 

o    o 

O      O 
O      O 

o    o 

z    o 


o 
I 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


I       2 

I  26 


lb. 

o 

30 

o 

ICO 

267 

6 

12 

100 

175 


unmanufac* 

T  V  R  E  D. 


lb. 

44.S43»o5d| 
4^348*295 

4S»»63,iC4J 

7>423»36^ 
294,89 

2,884,374 

3,138,464 

S»  125,638 

1,952,243 

2,624,807 


SUGARS. 


O 
2 

3 

3 
2 

o 


■<^ 


MELASSES. 


cwt.     qrs 
70,287    2 

66,157 
81,000 

57,135 
80,253 

17,285 

97,481 

77,041  3  lOj 

58,379    I    II 

57,487  3  18 


lb. 
21 
lOj 
21 

8 

4 
4| 
12 


cwt.  qrs.  lb. 

12  I  2or 

12    I    29 
O  O     Oi 
22   2      2 

253  o 

545  I 
2,939  o 

803  I  22 

000 

000 


RUM. 


gallons. 

H3.655r 
183,602 

i88,i52t 

268,058 

,o84t 
511,820 

194,352 
i45*625i' 

i44j52it 

1150*7435- 


0N200 
I 

3 


An  AccouKT  of  all  Rice,  Indigo,  Cochineal,  Tobacco,  Sugars,  Melasses  and 
Rum  exported  from  Scotland  for  ten  Ytars»  ending  at  Chriftmas,  1782. 


, 


YEAKS. 

1773 
1774 

1775 
1776 

1777 
1778 

1779 

1780,1 

1781 

1782 


RICE. 


cwc.    qrs.  lb. 
10,541    3    16 

730    O 

5  o 
O  o 

1,244  3 

i»4i3  2 

3  3 
O  o 

860   2 
664    I 


O 
O 

7 
I 

2 

o 


871 


• 

0 

0 

^4 

►J 

< 

1— » 

U 

8 

lb. 

b. 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

672 

0 

245 
696 

2»68o 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

TOBACCO. 


MANUFAC- 
TURE. 


UNMANUFAC- 
TVRKO. 


lb. 

41,783 

62,742 

95>352 
234,216 
109,009 

77,986 
128,923 
102,304 
213,322 
233*458 


5,406,668 
?, 296,622 

2,339*^49 
3,024,8671 

1*574,735 
700,837, 


SUGARS. 


R  S  F  I  N  X  D. 


lb. 

46,347*735 

33»794>3^2 

30,228,949|i,354  3  24 
23,467,162  1,742  2    4 


cvvr.    qrt.  lb. 
1,235    I    18 

1,576  2     8 


MELAS. 
SES. 


RAW. 


4.343 
2,488 

1.456 

2.653 
1,308 

878 


I 

t 

o 

3 
2 

3 


12 
2 
2 

19 

9 
2 


cwx.  qrs.  IbHcwt.  qis.  ib. 
55,438  07  000 
38,911  3  19  000 
46,178  10307 
30,087  2  7  40  I  25 
34,899  2  3  215  2  5 
63,056  2  3I  96  2  O 
48,634  I  2  651  O 
27,045  O  I  569  O  2 
37,719  O    II  840  3   20 

8,060    I    24II216   3    I^ 


RUM. 


galtuos. 

72.3385- 

50.745 
151,041 

48,5755- 
130,296 

i86,598t 

409.133 
56.95* 
613.243 

138.43 


I. 

a 


The  apparent  minutenefs  of  the  foregoing  tables,  will,  we  hope,  be  fufEcicntly  attoned  for 
by  their  ufefulnefs.  By  detail  only,  in  fucfa  matters,  we  arrive  at  certl^tude.  It  is  eafy  to  per* 
ccivc  the  increafe  or  decline  of  a  general  commerce,  but  we  can  only  difcover  the  caufes  pro- 
ducing thefc  effefts,  by  examining  the  component  parts, — by  obferving  their  various  move-  . 
ments,  their  advantages  and  drawbacks.  It  is  this  that  gratifies  the  intelligent  and  reflcding 
mind.  One  thing  muft  particularly  ftrike  us  in  perufing  thefe  tables,  and  that  is,  the  * 
adonithing  manner  in  which  the  commercial  national  fpirit  maintained  its  level,  and  roie 
above  the  preflure  of  the  moft  formidable  and  extended  maritime  war  this  country  ever  expe- 
rienced. This  is  eminently  obfervable  in  our  Weft  India  trade,  againft  which  the  naval  force 
of  the  enemy  was  principally  dircfted;  for,  excepting  the  calamitous  year  of  1781,  when  thofe 
fortuitous  caufes,  which  frequently  blaft  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  of  human  induftry,  oc^ 
cafioned  a  confiderable  failure  in  our  imports  of  fugar  and  rum,  no  very  ftriking  diminution  is 
to  be  perceived  during  the  courfe  of  the  war  j  at  leaftf  upt  in  any  manner  proportionate  to 

2  what 
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1782  what  the  exigencies  of  the  times  might  warrant.  Our  Americian  trade,  however,  during  the 
fame  period,  prefents  us  a  different  afpeft,  where  the  bufinefs  of  war  put,  in  a  great  meafure, 
an  entire  {lop  to  that  of  commerce :  fuch  cafual  interruptions  are  fometimes  indeed  unavoid* 
able,  but  they  Ihould  be  obviated  as  foon  as  poffible;  for  no  war,  even  the  ^loft  fortunate,  if 
continued  for  a  length  of  time,  can  .be  profitable  to  a  commercial  people. 

Having  now  arrived  at  that  period,  when  commerce  is  once  more  about  to  return  to  its 
cuftomary  channels,  we  fhall  again  refume  our  account  of  the  national  exports  and  imports. 
It  would  have  afforded  but  little  fatisfaAion  to  have  purfued  this  fubje£t,  amidft  thofe  diftrac* 
tions  and  embarraffments  infeparable  from  a  flate  of  hoflility,  fince  nothing  deciiive  could  be 
fairly  deduced  therefrom ;  for,  in  fuch  a  (late^  things  being  thrown  out  of  their  natural  order, 
many  of  our  trading  intercourfes  entirely  cut  off,  and  all,  in  a  greater  or  lefler  degree,  ob- 
ftruded,  rro  juft  eftimate  can  be  formed  of  the  aggregate  balance,  or  what  (hare  our  ufual  trade 
with  particular  countries  has  in  railing  or  depreifing  it.  For  the  gratification,  however,  of 
thofe  who  may  wifii  to  know  the  fituation  of  our  commercial  affairs  at  this  trying  period,  we 
have  fubjoined  an  account  of  them  during  the  laft  two  years  of  the  war;  where,  even  there, 
they  will  find  caufe  for  exultation  :  fince,  fo  far  from  falling  into  that  annihilation  which  was 
predicted  by  fome  vifionary  fpcculifts,  it  ftill  maintained  a  moft  refpeftable  footing,  and  fully 
evinced  the  impracticability  of  fuddenly  demolifhing  a  vail  commercial  flru£ture,  when  once 
founded  in  wifdom,  direAed  by  judgment,  and  fupported  with  vigour  and  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  enterprize. 
An  Account  of  the  Value  of  all  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandize,  exported  from, 

and  imported  into  Scotland,  from  Christmas,  1780,  to  Christmas,  1782,  dif- 

tinguilhinj;  each  Year  and  Place. 

From  Christmas  1780,    |    From  Christmas  1781, 

to    C  H  R  I  S  T  M  A  S    1781.  to   ChRISTMAS    1782. 


PLACES. 


Value  of  Goods,  &c. 
£x?oaTED. 


America,  — 

Weftlndies,  — 

Denmark  and  Norway, 

Flanders,  — 

Germany,  — 

GreenJand, 

Guernfey, 

Holland, 

Iceland,  — 

Jerfcy,  - 

Ireland,  — 

Ifle  of  Man, 

Italy,  — 

Poland, 

I'ortugai,  -— 

Pruffia,  — 

Ruflia, 

Sweden, 

Total, 


183,620  10    2 

141,220  9    6 

35»oii  III 

56,452  6  10 

26,458  II     3 


—         17*285    5  — 


305,167  II  II 
1,818  18  6 


161  6  1 

"678  14  9 

82  5  4 
5^915  5  — 
4.793  13  7 


763,109  9  — 


Value  of  Goods,  &c. 

IMPORTED. 


d. 

2 

I 

19  — 

4 


49,826  19 

169,375  II 
28,181 
45,803  19 

26,659   2 

8,291 

5.197 

i3»563 

465 

245  18  10 

195*685  13  — 

802  6  — 


13 

10 
8 
I 


5 

3 


7*389  ^9  — 
14,614  10  — 

9,648  II  9 

209.325  I  8 
18,793  7  II 


803,870  12  lO 


Value  of  Goods,  &c. 

EXPORTEH. 


:C-         #.  d. 

73»3ii    4  — 

231,762    17  10 

34»575  II  5 

65*559    8  2 

19,417  17  2 

1,782   —  2 


^01,182    19    10 
176    19       I 

975 

43  II  — 
2,800  15  10 

3*325    2     2 

11,165    8    8 

7,629  18    6 


Value  of  Goods,  ^c, 

IMPORTED. 


c 

s. 

d. 

1 10,637 

10 

S 

132,791 

18 

S 

31,640 

lO 

7 

92,300 

4 

2 

13,636 

15 

8 

1,420 

16 

— 

5.940 
6,522 

14 

S 

6 

^ 

37 

10 

— 

^'^3° 

6 

8 

149,889 

19 

4 

253 

4 

_ 

12,695 

»3 

9 

8,657 

>3 

I 

14,863 

5 

10 

203,804 

14 

8 

22,698 

12 

— 

653JO3    13    10 


809,021   15    8 
IMPORTS 
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4 7 8a     IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS;  for  the  Years  1781,  and  1782,  ending  at  Christmas. 


COUNTRIES. 


Africa,  — 

Canaries,  -  — 

Denmark  and  Norway, 
Eaft  Country,  - 

Eaft  India,  — 

Flanders,  — 

France,  ^- 

Ocrmany,  - 

Greenland,  -*- 

•  HolUnd,  — 

Ireland,  •— 

iile  of  Man,  — 

Italy,^  — 

Madeira,  — 

Portugal,  — 

Kuffia,  — 

Sps^in,  — 

Gibraltar,  — 

Streights,  — 

Sweden,  — 

Turkey,  — 

Vcpicc,  — 

Aldcrney,  — 

Guernfcy,  — 

ierfcy,  — 

Canada,  *<- 

Carolina,  — 

Florida,  — 

Geprgia,  — 

Hudfon's  Bay,  — 

New  England,        — 
Newfoundland,  — 

New  Providence,        — 
New  Vork,  •— 

Nova  ScotUi  — 

Aneuilla,  — 

Antigua,  — 

Barbadoea,  — 

Bermudas,  — 

Jamaica,  -— 

Montferrat,  — 

Z^cvis,  *— 

•St.  Croix,  — 

St.  Euftatia,  — 

St.  Kitt's,  — 

St.  Lucia,  — 

St.  Martinis,  — 

St.  Thomas,  — 

Tobago,  M^ 

Tortola,  — 
Southern  Fifliery,        — 

Demerara,  i*- 

>Jqw  .Orlcsins,  — 

Prize  Goods*  *- 

Total, 
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36,386  8 

94,639  I 

447,845  8 

2,526,339  ^ 

I « 204,860  4 

1,909  14 

7,i8c  6 


617,185 

28,25^ 

100,048 

i»433»835 
I  (j  204 

133/64J 

2>433 

355>7*3 
1,206,806  x8 

114,492     7 
994    ^ 


IS 

17 

18 
8 

3 


10 

10 
6 

2 

5 
4" 

S 
I 

II 

2 
10 


/ 

2 


I 


212,414  19  II 
24,180    2     6 

J7>?35  I*     3 

80,333  12 

14,535  ^5 

48,547 

94,368 

30^715 
506 

H1763 
2,068 


'I 


IX 

I 


5 

5  — 
»7  — 

^- 

18  10 

3'5S3  '6  1 
2,904  18  s 
4,023  19     0 


S'»59J 


I5M45    4  a 

•81,117  13  12 

1,673  14  9 

869,751  14  10 

^6,402  10  8 

'83,513     8  2 


„S»i59  '7     I 

S8s»527  »7  JO 
103,565  19  — 

28,010    4    3 


29,330    2     8 
70,960  —  10 

4,151 ^ 

20,232  19    6 


1,087,928  18    8 


11,918,991    9  — 


£  |L  P  O  R  TS< 


£.       5.  //. 

312,822    7  10 
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172,012  19 

86,848  19 

591,131  18 

€,968,383  II 

873  12 

1,000,078  II 

3^3*487  7 

1,769,589  19 

19,410  19 

^62,760  7 

24,000  9 

5*3.493  7 

137,967  6 


9 

3 

2 

3 


IMPORTS. 


68,475 

341 


10 
I 

9 

4 

3 
7 


5. 

16 
12 

9 

I 

6 
'3 

I 
12 


5 
II 

2 

2. 

5 

5 
6 

2 

2 


5 
10 

8 


3.550 
6,165 

62,510 

1,562 

17,819 

'•733 

55r077 
18,987  II 

422,807  1.3 

330,847     * 
16,446    9 

14,058 

6,228 


'I 


.10 
.10 

3 
I 

8 

2 

6 

10 

I 


19  — 
3     5 


74.09 «    4 
1.77^  ^5 

502.V77    5 
32,474  10 


65,223 

152,681 

2,346 

442,69s 

14.707 
22,634 


II 
6 

3 

S 

12 

II 


3 

10 

8 
I 

2 

to 
6 

2 
6 

2 


453    8     5 

«33.3'*  15  — 

59»394     3  — 

4>,i27  «5     3 

26,606  12  I.I 

14,442  17  lO' 
33i438  —   .9 


73,038 

33^»738 
626,319 

1,083,092 

4.783 
524,882 

39.536 
2.485 

^348,5  JO  If. 

15,644    9 

177.698    8 

3*867     7 

280,654  :4 

1,185,844  14    4 

H4.54I   »*     5 
21     9 

,    344    3 
163,219    7 

41,3,25  10 

53,540  r6 

38    10 

56,298    6 

13*347  H 

H4.29*     7 
14,182     4    2 

30.935  13     ^ 
6,804     I   10 

6,801  18  8 


i 

10 

6 
8 
6 
6 


2 

4 
II 

7 
4 


9 
10 


68,825 
1,034 
7,690 


4 

^4 

3 

'^.943  5 
48,239  18 

231,019  5 

176,999  2 

880  15 

^J57i"-i  — 

47*^95  14 
47,386  16 


ic 

4 

2 

10 

5 

5 
ij 

II 

9 
91 


4,473  13 
98  17 

806,564  I 


6 

4 
5 


10,569,186    10    ID 


Vol.  IV. 


Excefs  of  imports. 


i.349>804  1 8 
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2[ 


7,637    18 
248,916    — 

2.56,141   *6  II 
40,^^80  16 
3,952  10 

4,100       7    lO; 
161,388       I       2 

94    S  — 

47t9M     »     4 
4,426  II  10 

521,007    3     I 


9,532,606  19  10 


E  X  POU  TS. 


£^         J.  d. 
35'. 734  >8     5 


164,732     2     4 
130,524    7-  9 

1,467,844    »0    II 

2,069,983     7     I 
8,153  '^ 

». 549. 745  It 
91     4 

9°»933  »7 
1,715,889  — 

28,oc9  12 
48^,103  10    4 

50,256  13  2 
687,324  II  10 
'96.577     9  'o 


2 
8 


I 


«  7 

3  — 

4  — 
4  S 


4,046  19    4 
9,451   10  — 
•  56.08? 

41/48 
42,113 

^,148 
61,693 

23,966 

496,579 
^9,742  15 

4.707  — 

^  339  ijS 
^,{88     8 


19 
18 

8 


1 

4 

% 

8 

II 
II 


us,j88  «6    s 


S 

a 


186,242    4 

7^505     5 
>5.W     7 

13^.438  9 

201,314  13     C 

16,649  9  8 

670,669  7  7 
' 428  14  10 

4.387  *  5 
850  . 


23,304  17 
'391853    6 

44*     7 
222,632  10 

'»893     5 
92,720  12 


8 
9 

i 

7 
10 


3 
7 

"** 

14,318 

663,089 

I 

9 

".3S5'75o 

0 

I 

EzceCi  of  exports,    2fit^,x^i 
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1782       The  foHowing  arc  the  variations  of  the  public  funds  during  this  year,  with  the  higheft   and 
loweil  prices  arranged  oppofite  to  each  month. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

i^pril^ 

May, 

June, 

July, 

Auguft, 

Septemb. 

Oftober, 

Novembi 

Deccmb. 


Bank 
Stock. 

III04 


I09I 

mi 
118 


2  per 
cent, 
reduc 

55 

SSi 

55i- 


I 
{ 

{"»  157 

1 
{ 
{ 

{ 
{ 

{ 
{ 
{ 


3  fn  3i  g 
ttnt<  ct,B. 


cvt 


./•/ 


1758 


"5 

114 

ii6t 
1 144 

"54 

"5 
"3t 

"44 

"7-J- 

"3t 

II  7t 

»i3» 
124 

I20 


59t 
S8t 
59i 
SH 
59t 
57i 
58i 

574 

58 
574 

564 
6o|^ 


55t 
55t 

544 
55t 

60 
5Si 

57  i 

594 
6o| 

58i 
574 

584 
56? 

584 
574 

58 
66 

6i|^ 


5St 


544 
554 
54V 
584 
55t 


4/.«r| 

C€»t, 

r^i 
714 
704 
704 

Tii 

75i 

714 

735 

724 

744 

73i 

734 
72i 

73 

72 

744 

724 

744 

724 

714 
8ot 

12f\ 


Lang 
Ami, 


Ann,    1 

1778 


/fu/i 


la 


I      India 


i6i- 
16 

154 

16 

174 
164 
i7i- 
i7i 


IT 


17 
'^ 

174 
i6| 

«7i 

'2^ 
18 

17 
194 

'74 


12 

12 


"4 

12^- 
I2J: 

i3i 
i^t 


Stock, 


n 


I2-I- 

124 
124 


134 

124 

134 

i3t 


BonJs. 


35 

344 

33J 

3it 

36^ 

34i 
39  \ 
35i- 
39t 
38t 


12 
II 


2 


37 

37i 
28 

294 
274 
3=^ 


36^ 

29 

351 

3ii 

39  i 

33 


4>ar. 
I  OS.  pr. 

par. 
II 

I 

15 

7 


4 
t 

2 


par. 


12 

2 
18 

1+ 


>3 
[J. 


SSta 
Old 

56i 
62t 

554 

574 

5. 

5i 

574 

5^ 

584 

57 

57t 

564 

584 

574 

564 

574 
60 

64i 
6q 


S  Sea 
New 
Ann, 


55t 
5St 

5^t 
5  St 
S4l 
584 
55i- 
59i 
584 
594 


57t 
564 
574 
564 

57  i 
6oi 

674 
64t 
61 


Billi. 

II 

104 
124- 


"4 

Hi 
12 

lOj 

I  It 

ti4 
.11 

••14 
10^ 

I°T 
10 

"4 

104 

I2t 

"4 

'34 
12 


Eitchequer 
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5 

4 


I 

I  pr. 
6dif. 
6 
2d  if. 


3s< 

7 

4 

5 

3 

5 

I 

14 
2 

18 

'4 


pr. 


OmHit 
Pre, 

5 


8t 
5t 

15 
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The  following  bills  relating  to  trade  and  commerce,  received  the  royal  affent  between  the 
a7th  of  November,  1781,  and  the  11th  of  July,  1782  : — 

A  bill  for  further  continuing  an  aft  made  in  the  17th  year  of  his  prefcnt  Majefty,  entitled,. 
"  An  Aft  to  empower  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  perfons  charged  with  or  fufpefted  of 
the  crime  of  high  treafon,  committed  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  or  plantations  in  Ame«- 
rica,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or  for  the  crime  of  piracy.** 

For  the  better  fupply  of  mariners  and  feamen  to  ferve  in  his  Majefty's  fhips.  of  war,  and  one 
board  merchant-lhips,  &c. 

For  allowing,  further  time  to  negociate  by  indorfement  the  bonds  iffued  inpurfuance  of  an 
aft  of  the  14th  of  his  grefent  Majefty,  emitled,  "  An  aft  for  more  effeftually  carrying  into 
execution  certain  propofals  made  by  the  moft  noble  Henry  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  the  moft  noble 
Charles  Duke  of  Queenlberry  and  Dover,,  and  others,  for  redeeming  ihe  annuities  granted  by 
the  company  of  the  bank  of  Ayr^  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland^  known  under 
the  firm  of  Douglas,  Heron,  and  Company." 

For  prohibiting  the  ranfoming  of  ihips  of  veflels  captured  by  his- Majefty 's  fubjefts,  and 
of  the  merchandize  or  goods  on  board  fuch  fhips  or  veftels. 

For  allowing  the  importation  of  goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  the  iflands. 
of  St.  Chriftopher,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat,  into  any  ports  of  his  Majefty 's  dominions  in  Europe 
or  America,  upon  payment  of  the  Britifh  plantation  duties. 

For 
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^782       For  charging  a  ftamp  duty  upon  inland  bills  of  exchange,  promiflbry  notes,  or  other  notes 
payable  otberwlfe  than  upon  demand. 

For  charging  a  duty  on  perfons  whofe  property  (hall  be  infured  againft  lofs  by  fire. 
For  iicenfing  lottery  office  keepers,  and  regulating  the  falc  of  lottery  tickets. 
For  difcharging  and  indemnifying  the  Eaft  India  Company  from  all  damages,  interefts,  and 
loiles,  for  default  in  certain  payments  due  to  the  public,  on  fuch  payments  being  made  at  a 
future  ftipulated  time ;  and  to  enable  the  faid  Company  to  continue  a  dividend  of  eight  per 
cent,  to  die  proprietors  of  their  ftock,  for  the  prefent  year. 

For  enabling  his  Majefty  to  conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  certain  colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rica, therein  mentioned. 

For  preventing,  in  future,  the  granting  any  patent  office  to  be  exercifed  in  any  colony  or 
plantation  now,  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  for  any 
longer  term  than  during  fuch  time  as  the  grantee  thereof,  or  perfon  appointed  thereto,  (hall 
difcharge  the  duty  thereof  in  perfon,  and  behave  well  therein. 

For  the  better  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor. 
.  For  reftraining  any  perfon  concerned  in  any  contra£l,  commiffion,  or  agreement  made  for 
the.pubirc  fervice,  from  being  elected,  or  fitting  and  voting  as  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons* 

Of  this  kd,  we  (hall  give  the  following  abfira£t :  — 

<*  Any  member  accepting  a  contract,  or  continuing  to  bold  any  contrad,  after  tlie  com* 
mencement  of  the  next  feffion,  his  feat  (hall  be  void. 

*<  Not  to  extend  to  incorporated  companies ;  nor  to  contrafis  already  made,  for  one  year  ; 
nor  to  contraAs  by  defcent,  till  after  twelve  months  po(reffion. 

Members  holding  contra&s,  may  be  difcharged  therefrom,  on  giving  a  year's  notice. 
Any  perfon  a£lually  poflefled  of  a  patent  for  a  new  invention,  or  a  prolongation  thereof 
by  a£t  of  Parliament,  and  having  contracted  with  government  concerning  the  objeft  of  the  faid 
patent  before  the  palling  of  this  ad,  (hall  give  notice  of  bis  intention  to  diflblvc  the  laid  con* 
tra£V^  and  the  fame  (hall  be  null  and  void  from  the  time  of  giving  fuch  notice. 
^*  If  any  perfon  hereby  difqualified  (hall  be  elefted,  fuch  eledion  (Iiall  be  void. 
'^  Difqualified  perfons  who  (hall  (it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  after  this  feffion,  (hall  forfeit 
500I.  foe  each  day, 

"  No  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  have  any  (hare  in  public  conlrafts  :  and  a 
heavy  penalty  to  be  levied  on  thofc  admitting  them  to  fuch  a  participation. 
**  ^dions  againft  defaulters  to  be  commenced  within  twelve  months." 

Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year :—  £4        s.     d. 

For  icx3,ooo  fcamen,  including  21,301  marines,  —  4,940,000    o    o 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  &c.  —  — i.  —  409,766  la     9 

Towards  building  and  repairing  (hips  of  war,  *—  9S3>Si9    o    o 

Towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy,  —  —  1,500,000    o    o 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land  fervice,  &c»  696,001   13     c 

Ditto  for  the  fca  fervice, 260,000     o    o 

Ordnance  extraordinaries  of  1 78.1,  — — :.  899,7231c     7 

For  compenfation  to  proprietprs  of  lands  near  Plymoutli,  —  .  1^,564  10'     e 

For  49,455  land-forces,  including  4,175  invalids,.  Ac.  — ^  1,242^835    a     3 
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3^  ^  Carried  over,         10,918,210  14    5 
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firovght  orer. 

For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  ont  of  the  kingdom. 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff-officcrs,  &c.  —  — 

For  the  militia,  and  foar  regiments  of  fcnciblc  men  in  North  Britain, 

Forthc  cloathing  of  the  militia,  -^  —  — 

For  additional  militia  companies,  &0.  in  1781,  — 

For  additionals  to  three  regiments  of  foot,  and  iox  Major  General 
Staart  Douglas,  -^ —  — —  

On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  hii  Majcfty'»  land  forces,  Stc. 

For  allowances  to  feveral  officers  and  private  gentleinea  of  the  two 
ledilced  troops  of  horfe-guards,  &c.  ^  —  574  18    4. 

For  one  regiment  of  lighrdragoons,  and  two  regiments  bffoot,  firom 
September  24,  to  December  it4,  1781,  — ■■■■  —  21,339  18     8> 

For  one  ditto,  ditto,  and  feven  battalions  and  3  detacbmeht  of  foot  iti 
the  Eaft  Indies,  1782,  —  

For  the  charge  of  oiit-peil(iDnert  bf  Chelfea  Hofpital,  &c.  • 

For  the  charge  of  13,472  Hef&an  troops  and  fubUdy,  — 

To  make  good  the  deficiencies  in  fums  voted  for  ditto  in  1781} 

Fiir  ihie  charge  of  4,^00  Bhiiifwickers,  —  ■  '-^ 

For  ditto  of  2,094  men  of  the  troops  of  Hanau  and  fubfidy, 

For  five  Hanoverian  battalibtis  ferving  at  Gibraltar,  8cc.  -^ 

Ditto  of  one  regiment  of  Waldeck,  and  fiibfidy,  — 

For  a  corps  of  foot  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  including  ftrtillery,  — 

Deficiency  in  votes  for  ditto  In  1781,  •^— 

For  ditto  of  1,559  troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Anfpach,  Stc.        — 

Deficiency  in  votes  for  ditto  in  1781,  —  — 

For  proVifforts  for  the  foreign  troops  ferving  ill  America, 

For  artillery  for  the  foreign  troops,  —  — 

For  eiitra  army  cxpencts,  &c.  not  provided  for  by  Parliament, 

To  the  Levant  Company,  —  —  — 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  iii  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain, 

For  repairing,  &c.  Bn'tifh  forts  and  fettlcnients  oh  the  cdaft  of  Africa, 

Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somer&t  Houfe,  — 

Towards  rebuilding  Newgate,  —  —  — 

Forthe  Eritifh  Mufcami  — —  — — 

For  the  relief  of  certain  American  civil  officers,  &c.  — 

To  make  good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum  iffoed  by  his  Majefty's 
'Arders,  iii  pnrfuance  of  the  addrefles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  S,qo8 

To  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  emplc^fng  convifts  in  heaving  ballaft 
on  the  Thames,  

For  the  civil  eftabliflnncnt  of  the  ifhnd  of  St,  John, 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  — 

Ditfo  of  Nova  Scotia,  •— 
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3.536    0    0 
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Carried  forward, 

17.508,516  18    H 

^ 


or     THE      ORIGIN      OPCOMMERCB. 


461 


Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  ^ 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida^  for  i779# 

For  the  commiilioBers  of  public  accounts. 

For  difcbarging  the  prizes  of  the  lottery  of  1)81 » 

Towards  difcbarging  certain  Exchequer  biils» 

For  difcbarging  certain  other  Exchequer  bills,  kc. 

For  dtttOi  on  the  vote  of  credit,  -<-• 

Deficiency  in  the  land*taXy.  -^ 

Ditto  in  the  malt-tax,  —  — 

Ditto  of  coinage  duty. 

Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1753, 

Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  i77S> 

Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1 7  7  9r 

Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  17  80, 

Ditto  Qf  ways  and  means,  17819 
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18    65 

■                                                ••riia 

3»9So 

d    0 

-^ 

2,700 

0    0 

19,000 

0    0 

— 

405,000 

0    0 

— 

1,900,000 

0    0 

^^^L 

1,500,000 

0    0 

«« 

Z,000,Q00 

0    0 

^ 

256,964 

8    7^ 

— 

>63>o35 

11    4i 

8,113 

16  lit 

^                                        — 

35»>49 

8    o\ 

183,380 

3    8 

: 

102,806 

9    <> 

--. 

I53»i93 

8  II 

—                                    — 

a4»467 

5"* 

For  m&itary  ieirv ices,  oh  th^  vote  of  credit^ 


23,266,277 

1,000,000 


i^ 
*♦ 


II 
o    a 


Total  Supplies, 


24,266,277  II    i-J 


The  W&Tt  and  Means  for  raifiog  the  fbrtgoing  fupplies, 
Duty  on  malt,  —  —  — 

LaBduxat4s«  —  —  •^ 

Loin>  -^  *— '  —  — 

Lottery, 

By  Exchequiir  bills, 
By  ditto,  -*■ 

By  certain  balances, 
Diifpofeable  money  in  the  Exchequer,. 
By  certain  furplufles  of  the  finking  fund. 
By  future  ptoduce  of  the  finking  fund^ 

Vote  of  credit, 

Total  of  Ways  and  Mesms,  -^ 

Total  amount  of  Supplies  granted, 
Total  amount  of  Ways  and  Means,, 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means,.  — 


750,000 

2,000,000 

13,500,000 

405,000 

1,500,000 

1,900,000 

10,251 

870,^60 

£,284,715 


o  o 

o  o 

o  • 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

«  7 

iB  II 

II  2\ 

10  8 


^3*244,373 
1,000,000 


S    4-2 
o.  o 


«• 


24,244>373    3    4i 


24,266,277 
24»  244.373 


M     It 
3    4^ 


21,904    7    8t 


The  national  debt,  up  to  1782^  tmounted^ 
The  annual  intcreft  of  which  was,.  - 


^^190,606,000    o 

7,605,125    o 


o 
o 


The 
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1782  .  The  following  additional  duties  and  new  taxes  were  impofed  this  year :-~ 

An  additional  duty  of  is.  per  barrel  on  all  fmall  beer  above   lOH.  per 
barrel,  and  withholding  the  6d.  drawback  on  malt. 
Ditto  of  4d.  per  pound  on  tobacco,  ■ 

Ditto  of  one  farthing  per  pound  on  fait,  .  •— 

Ditto  on  medicinal  ditto,  2$.  the  hundred-weight. 
Ditto  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  excife  and  cuftoms, 
Spanifli  and  Flemilh  brandies  to  pay  the  fame  duties  as  French, 
A  new  tax  of  is.  6d.  on  every  lool,  infured,  ■ 

Ditto  of  a  ftamp  duty  of  3d.  on  every  inland  1>ill  of  exchange  ^ under 

50I.  and  6d.  on  ditto  above  50I.  * — — 

Ditto  of  one  farthing -per  ton  per  mile  on  inland  water  carriage. 
Ditto  of  3d.  per  ton  on  coafting  ditto,  (coak  excepted j  — • 

Total  of  new  taxes,  &c,  —  — 

Intereft  of  tlie  additional  national  xlebt  of  this  year, 

Excefs  of  new  taxes. 

An  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  1>urials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  for 
this  year. 

Chriftened,  males     8/808  Suried,  males    9,131 

■  ■  females    8,293  ——females    8,787 


£' 

s. 

/. 

42,000 

0 

0 

i+i»333 

0 

0 

^  60,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

23S»ooo 

0 

0 

SjOoo 

0 

0 

100,000 

0 

0 

tgOfOOO 

0 

0 

163,410 

0 

0 

J  2,000 

0 

0 

iC-8i3»743 

0 

0 

793*125 

0 

0 

20,618 

0 

0 

i7>i^i  i7»9i8 


1783  This  year  opens  with  an  event  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  Britifh  empire,  as  well  as  to 
the  different  powersxngaged  in  hoftilities  againft  it.  On  thaiioth  of  January,  preliminary 
articles  of  peace  between  Great  Britain-and  France  were  figned  at  Vcrfailles  by  Mr.  Fitzherbert 
and  the  Count  de  Vergennes  :  fimilar articles  were  alfo  figned  at  the  fame  place,  and  on  the 
fame  day,  between  Great  Britain  and  .Spain,  by  Mc  Fitzherbert  %nd  the  Count  D*Aranda.-i- 
Provifional  articles  of4>eace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  (to  take  place  when  a  treaty 
was  concluded)  had  been  already  iigncd  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  November  in  the  Jaft  year,  by 
Mr.  Ofwald  and  the  American  commiflioners,  B.  Franklin,  J.  Adams,  J^  Jay,  and  H.  Lau- 
rens.— The  preliminaries  with  Holland  were  not  aftually  fubfcribed,  but  a  ceifadon  of  hofti- 
lities with  that  republic  was  agreed  upon. 

In  the  treaty  between  Great  "Britain  and  France  it  was  agreed,  that  the  moft  efficacious  mea* 
furcslhould  immediately  be  taken,  by  both  parties,  for  putting  an  end  to  hoftilities  of  every 
kind.  Newfoundland  was  to  remain  with  England  as  before  the  commencement  of  ^the  war ; 
and  to  prevent  difputes  about  boundaries,  it  was  accorded,  that  the  French  fifliery  fhould  begin 
from  Cape  St.  John,  on  the  eaftem  fide,  and  going  round  by  the  north,  fliould  have  for  its 
boundary  Cape  Ray  on  the  weftern  fide.  The  illands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  were  ceded 
in  full  right  to  France.  The  French  were  to  continue  to  fifli  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence, 
conformably  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris.    TJxe  King  of  Great  Britain  was  to 

reftore 


} 
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1783  refforc  to  France  the  ifland  of  Sr.  Lucia^  and  to  cede  and  guarantee  to  her  that  of  Tobago, 
The  King  of  France  was  to  furrcnder  to  Great  Britain  the  iflands  0/  Grenada  and  the  Gre- 
nadines, St.  Vincent,  Dominica,  St,  Kitt's,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat,  The  river  of  Senegal 
and  its  dependencies,  with  the  forts  of  Louis,  Podor,  Galam,  Arguin  and  Portendic,  were 
to  be  given  to  France ;  and  the  ifland  of  Goree  was  to  be  rcftored  to  it.  Fort  James  and  the 
river  Gambia  were  guarantied  to  his  Britannic  Majefty ;  and  the  gum  trade  was  to  remain  in 
the  fame  condition  as  before  the  commencement  of  hoftilities : — the  King  of  Great  Britaid 
was  to  reftore  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  all  the  eftablilhments  which  belonged  to  him  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa  and  in  Bengal,  with  the  liberty  to  furround 
Chandernagore  with  a  ditch  for  draining  the  waters  ;  and  became  engaged  tofecure  to  the  fub- 
je£ls  of  France  in  that  part  of  India,  and  on  tbecoafts  of  Ofixa,  Coromandel  and  Malabar,  a 
fafe,  free  and  independent  trade,  either  as  private  traders,  or  under  the  diredion  of  a  company*. 
Pondicherry,  as  well  as  Karical,  was  to  be  rendered  back  to  France ;  and  bis  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty was  to  give,  as  a  dependency  round  Pondicherry,  the  two  diftriSs  of  Valanour  and  Ba- 
hour ;  and,,  as  a  dependency  round  Karical,  the  four  contiguous  Macans*^  The  French  were 
again  to  enter  into  the  pofleflion  of  Mahe,  and  of  the  Comptoir  at  Siirat.  The  allies  of  France 
and  Great  Britain  were  to  be  invited  to  accede  tathe  prefent  pacification ;  and  the  term  of  four 
months  was  to  be  allowed  them  for  the  purpofe  of  making  their  decifiom  If  they  Ihould  be 
averfe  to  peace,  no  afiiftance,  on  either  fide,  was  to  be  given  to  them..  Great  Britain  renoun- 
ced every  claim  with  refpeft  to  Dunkirk.  Commiflioners  were  to  be  appointed  refpe&ively  by 
the  two  nations  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  their  commerce,  and  to  concert  new  arrangements  h 
of  trade  on<  the  footing  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience^  All  conqueftson  either  fide, 
in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfoever,  not  mentioned  or  alluded  to  in  the  prefent  treaty,  were 
to  be  reftored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  compenfation.  It  being  neceilary  that 
there  ihould  be  a  fixed  epoch  for  the  reftitutions  and  furrenders  to  be  made  by  the  contrafting 
parties^,  it  was  determined  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  fliould  order  tlie  evacuation  of  the 
iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  three  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  preliminary  treaty,., 
and  that,  ifpoflible,  before  the  expiration  of  the  fame  period,  he  fliouki  relinquifli  all  connec* 
X  ;  tion  with  St.  Lucia,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  Goree,  in  Africa*  It  was  ftipulated,  in  like 
manner,  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  fliould,*  at  the  end  of  three  months  after  the  ratification  of 
die  treaty,  or  fooner,  enter  into  the  poflKflion  of  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,. 
St.  Vincentj  Dominicai  St.  Ghriftopher's,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat;  France  was  to  be  put  in 
pofTeffion  of  the  towns  and  comptoirs  which  were  to  be  reftored  to  her  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
of  the  territories  which  were  to  ferve  as  dependencies  round  Pondicherry  and  Karical,  fix- 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  ;  and  at  the  termination  of  the  fame  term,, 
ihe  was  to  reftore  the  towns  and  diftrifts  which  her  arms  might  have  taken  from  the  Englifli 
or  their  allies  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe..  The  prifoners  on  each  fide  were  reciprocally  to  be 
furrendered;  and  without  ranfom,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,,  and  on  paying  the  debts 
tliey  inight  have  contra£ted  during  their  captivity.  Each  crown  was  refpcftively  jto  reimburfe 
the  fums  which  had  been  advanced  for  the  maintenance  of  their  prifoners,  according  to  at« 
tefted  and  authentic  vouchers.  With  a  view  to  prevent  every  difputeand  complaint  on  ac« 
count  of  prizes  which  might  be  taken  by  the  ftiips  of  war  belonging  to  either  power,  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement  was  agreed  upon  :-^All  veflels  or  effefts  captured  in  the  Channel,  and  in 
the  North  Seas,  after  the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  (to  be  computed  from  the  ratification  of  the 
prefent  f^reliminary  articles)  were  to  be  reftored  on  each  fide';  one  month  to  be  allowed  from 

•.  .  the 
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1783  the  Channel  and  the  North  Seas,  as  far  as  the  Canary  ifland$  inclqfively,  or  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  two  months  from  the  Canary  idands  as  [2^  as  the  e(juator ;  and^  lalUy,  five  months, 
without  exception,  ui  all  other  parts,  of  the  world. 

By  the  poclioiinary  articles  between  Great  Britain  aijid  Spain  it  was  agreed^  that  his  Catho«- 
lic  Majefty  was  to  keep  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  and  was  to  retain  Weft  Florida-  Eaft  Florida 
was  to  be  ceded  to  him  by  the  King  of  G^eat  Britain.  Eighteen  months  w^re  to  be  allowed 
from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty,  to  the  fabjed^  of  tjbie  latter  whQ  had 
fettled  in  the  tfland  of  Minorca  and  in  the  two  Flprid^,  tp  fell  thcii-  eftaites,  to  Trover  their 
debts^  amd  to  tranfpoft  their  perfens  and  ^cfiefts,  without  being  retrained  on  accoMpt  of  their 
religion,  or  on  any  other  pretence  whatfoever,  e^^cept  that  of  debts  and  piofecut,if>ns  for  c;rimes« 
His  Britannic  Majefty  was,  at  the  fame  time,  to  have  the  power  to  caufe  all  the  tffcSts  that 
might  belong  to  him  in  £aft  Florida  tp  be  carried  away.  The  Mberty  of  cutt^t;]^  logwood  in  a 
diitrid,  of  wliich  the  bofsindaries  were  to  be  iticertained,  witj^opjt  m^kft^tion  or  difturbancc 
of  any  kind  wha.tfoever,  was  peiiVAitted  io  Great  Britain*  The  Kiag  pf  Spain  viras  to  xeftore 
llie  iilands  .of  Providence  and  the  Bahamas,  without  exception,  in  ti^  cQnditipn  in  which  they 
were  when  ccoiquered  by  his  arms.  All  o.ther  oonquefts  of  territories  9nd  coaortries^  upoa 
cadxr  ifide,  not  iadbded  in  the  prefent  articles,  were  to  be  matu;illy  reftp^red,  without  diffi^ 
culty  or  compenfation.  The  epoch  for  ttve  reftitutions  to  be  made,  the  regulaUons  fpr  the 
releafe  of  prifoners,  :and  for  ijie  ce0ation  (Of  captures^  were  «xa£tljr  the  fan^.as  thofe  ftipulated 
in  the  preliminary  articles  witli  France. 

By  the  prpvjfioiM:!  articles  agi^eed  upon  by  the  «l]pe&ivec^)snai»iffiouers^  Great  Britain  and 

'the  United  States  of  America,  bis  Britaunic  Majefty  acknowledged  thc^  to  he  free,  foyereign, 

and  independent  St«tea«    He  confented  <to  treat  with  them  in  th^t  capacity ;  s^nd^  for  himfelf^ 

iiis  heirs »  and  his  focceflbrs,  he  relinquiibed  all  claims  to  the  gpvf^nment  of  tbemi,  to  their 

*    property  and  territorial  rights.     That  no  difputes  might  arifc  in  future  on  the  fubjeft  pf  the 

boundaries  of  tlic  United  States,  it  ^was  declared,  4shat  fbey  j3iottl4  .^^  **  fi^ojpi  the  jiprth-weft 

angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  that  angle  wliich  is  for^iftd  by  a  Une4rikwn4ue  north,— -irom  the 

fQUrcciof  St.  Croix  river  to  the  Highlands,  along  the  faid  Highlands,  •wbidi  divide  thofe  rivers 

-that  empty  tliemfelvcs  into  tlie  river  St.  Laurence,— from  iliofc  which  fall  ji^o  the  Atlantic 

Ocean,  to  the  north  wcfternmoA  head  of  CbnneAicut  river, — ^thence  down  along  the  middle 

^f  that  frivcr,  'to  the .45th  degree  of  north  latitude,— from  thence  by  a  line  due  weft  on  that 

latitude,  utttil  it  Adkcs  the, river  Iroquois  or  Cateraqu y, -^thence i^long  the  tniddle  of  the  faid 

river  into  the  <lake  Ontario,  rthrough  the  middle  of  that  lake,  until  it  Arikes  the  communication 

{between  -the  faid  lidce  and  the  lake  £rie,-<-'theuce  alo^g  .the  middle  of  that  cpmnpunication  into 

lake  Erie,  through  the  jniddle  of  ^e  faid  lake,  until  it  amves  at  the  w^ter  communiqatioa 

between  that  lake  and  Lake  Huron, — thence  along  the  middle  of  the  Oiid  water  communica- 

tipn,-— ttoice  through  the  middle  of  the  (aid  iake  to  the  water  communication  between  that 

labe  and  Lake  Superior, -—thence  tlKough  Lake  Superipr,  northward  of  the  ifles   Royal  and 

PhiUipeaux,  tothe  Long  Lake.^^bence  through  the  middle  of  the  faid  Long  Lake,  and  the 

?waier  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  faid  Lake  of  the  Woods, — 

thence  through  the  (aid  Lake  to  the  mod  northern  point  of  it;  and  from  thence,  in  a  due 

<weft  <ourfe,  to  the  river  Miflilfippi, — thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  fsud 

fiver  MiffiflTippi,  until  it  (hall  interfeft  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  31ft  degree  of  north  lati^ 

*4ude««— South,  by  a  line  to  ^be  drawn  dueeaft^  from  the  determination  of  the  line  laft*mention- 

«d»  iutbejatitadeof  31  degisea  aoctk.of  the  Equator,  to  the, middle  oflhe  idver  Apalachi^ola, 

2  or 
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1783  or  Catahouchc, — thence  along  the  middle  thereof,  to  its  junftion  with  the  river  Flint,— 
thence  ftrait  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  River,  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St  Mary's 
River  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.— Eaft,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St. 
Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  to  its  fource ;  and  from  its  four<!c,  direftly  north 
to  the  faid  Highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  fromthofe 
which  fall  into  the  river  St.  Laurence ;  comprehending  alLiflands  within  20  leagues  of  any  part 
of  the  ihores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the 
points  where  the  {aidt^ooadaiiesy  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft  Florida  on 
the  other,  (hall  refpcftively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  excepting  fuch 
iflands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province  of  Nova  Scotia." 
It  was  flipulated,  that  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  fhould  continue  to  enjoy,  without 
moleftation,  the  right  to  take  iifh  of  every  kind  on  the  Grand  Bank,  and  all  other  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland ;  and  that  they  fliould  likcwile  exercife  and  continue  th6  fame  privilege  in 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence,  and  at  every  other  place  in  the  fea;  where  the  faid  inhabitants  ufed 
heretofore  to  fifh.  The  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  were  likewife  to  have  liberty  to  take 
ji(h  of  every,  kind,  on  fuch  part  of  thecoaft  of  Newfoundland,  as  Britifh  fcamen  Ihall  refort 
to,  but  not  to  cure  or  dry  tiiem  on  that  ifland.  They  were  alfo  to  poiTefs  the  privilege  of  fi(h* 
ing  on  the  coafts,  bays,  and  creeks  of  all  the  other  dominions  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  in 
America,  and  the  Americans  are  to  be  permitted  to  dry  and  cure  fifh  in  any  of  the  unfettled 
bays,  harbours  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  Iflands,  and  Labrador,  But  it  was 
-  agreed,  that,  after  fuch  places  fhould  be  fettled,  this  right  could  not  be  legally  put  in  pra£tice 
without  the  confent  of  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  ground.  It  was  accorded,  that 
creditors  on  either  fide  fhould  meet  with  no  impediment  in  the  profecution  of  their  claims. 
It  was  contrafled,  that  the  Congrefs  fhould  earneftly  recommend  it  to  the  legiflatures  of  the 
rcfpeftive  States,  to  provide  for  the  reftitution  of  all  eflates  and  properties  which  had  been  con* 
fifcated,  belonging  to  real  Britifh  fubjefls,  and  of  the  eftates  and  properties  of  perfons  refident 
in  diftrids  in  the  pofleflion  of  his  Majefty's  arms,  and  who  bad  not  borne  arms  againft  the 
United  States.  It  was  refolved,  that  perfons  of  any  other  defcription  ibould  have  free  liberty 
to  go  to  any  part  whatfoever  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  and  remain  in  it  for  twelve 
months  unmolefted  in  their  endeavours  to  recover  fuch  of  their  eflates,  rights  and  properties^ 
as  may  not  have  been  confifcated ;  and  it  was  concerted,  that  the  Congrefs  fhould  earneftly 
recommend  to  the  feveral  States,  a  revifion  of  all  afts  or  laws  regarding  the  premifes,  fo  as  to 
render  them  perfeflly  confiftent,  not  only  with  jufticeand  equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  con- 
ciliation, which,  on  the  return  of  the  bleflings  of  peace,  fhould  univ^rfally  prevail.  It  was 
vnderftood,  that  no  future  confifcations  fhocild  be  made,  nor  profecutions  commenced  againft 
any  perfon  or  body  of  men,  on  account  of  the  part  which  he  or  they  had  taken  in  the  pfcfent 
war;  and  thatthofe  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch  a  charge,  at  the  time  of  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  in  America,  fhould  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty.  It  was  concluded,  that 
there  fhould  be  a^rm  and  perpetual  peace  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  United 
States;  that  all  hoftilities  by  fea  and  land  fhould  immediately  ceafe ;  and  that  prifoners,  on 
both  fides,  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty.  It  was  determined,  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  fhould  expe- 
^rtioufly,  and  without  committing  deftruftion  of  any  fort,  withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrifons 
and  fleets,  from  every  port,  place  and  harbour  of  the  United  States.  The  navigation, of  the 
river  Mifliflippi,  from  its  fource  to  the  Ocean,  was  to  remain  ever  free  and  open  to^the  fub- 
je£ts  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  In  fine,  it  was  agreed  in  the 
Vol.  IV.         ,  3  N  event. 
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1785  event,  that  if  any  place  or  territory  belonging  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  United  States,  fhoulcf 
be  conquered  by  the  arms  of  cither  before  the  arrival  of  the  provifional  articles  in  America,  it 
fhould  be  reftored  witliout  compenfation  or  difficulty. 

It  was'not  with  equal  fuccefs  that  the  negociation?  for  peace  were  carried  on  with  Hollands 
In  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  prefented  to  him  at  Paris,  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
States  General,  intimations  of  advantages  were  made  which  could  not  be  granted.  In  con— 
fequence  of  which,  he  was  inftru£led  to  reply,  that  as  the  Republic  difcovered  fa  little  inclina- 
tion to  renew  thofe  ties  which,  in  former  tknes,  had  conne£led  them  fo  clofcly  with  Great 
Britain,  it  was  proper,  at  Icaft,  tliat  they  (hould  conduit  themfelves  in  all  commercial  affairs 
which  might  take  place  between  Great  Britain  and  tliem,  purely  and  (imply  by  the  general 
principles  of  the  rights  of  mankind ;  and  to  this  declaration,  he  added,  that  as  foon  as  the: 
nations  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  (hould  begin  to  form  thofe  commer<:ial  arrangements,, 
which  the  new  engagements  that  (hould  fubfift  between  them  (hould  render  neceflary,  his 
Britantiic  Majedy  would  be  ready  to  contrail  with  them  fuch  commercial  treaties  as  might 
correfpond  with  the  (Ttuation  of  the  two  States,  and  with  their  refpeitive  intereils.  They,  were 
aflurcd,  that  the  Kii>g  of  Great  Britain  was  willing,  from  his  moderation^  to  reftorc  to  their 
High  Mightinefles,  all  the  poilefljon^  which  had  been  taken  from  them  by  his  arms,  except 
Trincomale,  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  with  its  dependencies.  With  regard  to  an  indcmnifica- 
tion  of  the  loflcs  which  the  United  Provinces  had  experienced  during  the  war>  they  were  in- 
formed, that  fuch  a  pretcnfion  would  never  be  admitted,  as  being  equally  repugnant  to  reafom 
and  equity  :  but  they  were  admoni(hed  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  con- 
fented,  without  any  reluftance,  that  the  divi(ion  of  prizes  taken  by  his  fubje£ls  previous  to 
the  rupture,  (hould  be  fubmittcd  to  the  courts  of  juftice  of  the  Bi'iti(h  Admiralty,  agreeable  to- 
the  eftablifhed  rules  of  nations^ 

To  thefe  proportions,  the  plempotenttaries  of  the  States  General  expreded  their  dident.^ 
They  did  not  underftand  what  the  court  of  London  meant  by  **  the  general  principles  of  the 
rights  of  mankind."  If  by  this  expreflion  thofe  principles  were  (ignified  which  are  drawn  from 
the  primitive  rights  of  nations,  which  render  the  navigation  and  conveyance  of  all  kinds  of 
merchandize,  without  didindion,  entirely  free,  without  any  obftrufi ion  whatever,  excepting 
warlike  (lores,  they  were  perfuaded  that  their  High  Mightine(rcs  would  very  readily  admit  it 
as  the  bafis  of  a  negotiation ;  and  they  exprefled  them(elves  to  be  ready  to  engage  in  arranging^ 
on  this  principle,  the  de(initive  treaty  of  peace,  or  a  treaty  of  private  commerce,  as  foon  as  the 
nations  concerned  in  the  prefent  war  (hould  dct^rmiiie  to  enter  into  comn^ercial  arrangements. 
They  could  not,  however,  reconcile  the  detention  of  Trincomale,.  with  what  was  termed  the 
moderation  of  his  Britannic  Majefty;  audit  was  their  opinion,  that  their  High  Mightine(rcs 
would  not  fubmit  to  authorize  aii  article  of  that  kind.  As  to  an  indemnification  of  lodes, 
they  avoided  finally  to  enter  upon  it,  till  it  (hould  appear  that  the  court  of  Londoa  was  dif- 
pofed  to  approach  to  equitable  heads  of  accommodation  and  alliance. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  copies  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  of  the  provifional  treaty  with  the  United  State*. 
of  America,  were  laid  before  both  Houfes  of  Parliament;  and  the  17th  day  of  February  fol- 
lowing was  appointed  for  taking  them  into  con(ide ration.  Without  entering  into  the  particu- 
lars of  the  important  debates  ^iiich  took  place  on  this  occafion,  we  (liall  give  a  candid  date- 
ment  of  the  arguments  employed  on  both  fides  of  the  q^ueftion* 

It 
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1783  It  was  afferted  on  the  part  of  adminillratlon,  that  the  critical  fituation  of  thc^  finances  of  this 
country  demanded  an  immediate  termination  of  the  war.  The  national  debt  was  now  rifcn  to 
the  enormous  fum  of  250,000,000!.  for  which  an  intcreft  of  near  9,500,000!.  was  annually 
paid.  This  intereft,  together  with  the  civil  lill  and  peace  cftablilliment,  would  fwell  the  na- 
tional expences  to  little  Jefs  than  15,000,0001.  per  annum  ;  and  as  the  amount  of  the  enormous 
joad  of  taxes,  under  which  the  landed  intereft  was  linking,  did  not  exceed' 12,700,000!.  there 
remained  an  annual  fura  of  2,300,000!.  to  be  raifcd  by  frelh  burthens. 

It  might  indeed  be  urged,  that  the  other  belligerent  powers  felt  an  equal  degree  of  diftrefs ; 
tul  allowing  the  truth  of  that  aflertion,  the  difference  of  government  operated  fo  much  in 
their  favour,  that  granting  they  would  incur  great  diftrefles  by  profecuting  the  war,  we  fhould 
experience  much  greater,  were  a  public  bankruptcy  to  cnfue.  The  popular  maxims  of  our 
conftitution  would  throw  us  into  univerfal  confufion,  while  the  habitual  fubmiflion  to  the 
fupremc  authority  of  the  State,  (Holland  excepted)  would,  in  the  midft  of  their  hardfhips  and 
fufFerings,  keep  them,  in  a  great  degree,  in  tranquillity  and  order. 

To  ihefe  afleriions  it  was  replied,  that  the  ftate  of  our  finances  was  as  well  known  to  the 
enemy  as  ourfelves  ;  and  that  it  arofe  from  their  firm  belief  of  our  being  in  a  fituation  to  con- 
tinue the  conteft,  that  they  manifefted  the  difpofition  they  had  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for 
peace  with  us. 

The  next  point  of  confideration,  was  the  home  defence  of  the  kingdom.  The  deficiencies 
in  the  various  corps  of  regulars  and  militia  were  defcribed  to  be  fo  great,  that  not  lefs  than 
30,000  men  would  be  wanted  to  fupply  them.  The  country,  it  was  infifted,  was  foexhaufted, 
that  few  or  no  recruits  could  be  procured,  and  that  even  if  men  were  obtained  in  Germany, 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  no  common  hazard  to  tranfport  thetn  beyond  the  Channel,  while  the 
feas  were  pofllfled  by  the  fupcrior  fleets  of  our  enemies.  On  the  contrary  it  was  aflerted,  that 
both  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  abounded  with  men  fit  for  fervice,  and  that  German  levies, 
might  be  eafily  raifed  as  well  as  tranfported,  with  no  more  than  the  common  rifque  of  war,  to 
any  part  of  the  globe. 

The  navy  was  reprefented  to  be  in  a  condition  hardly  adequate  to  the  purpofe  of  defence 
and  theproteSion  of  commerce,  much  lefs  to  the  activity  of  cnterprize.  The  whole  Britifli 
naval  force,  fit  for  fervice,  fcarcely  amounted  to  100  fail  of  the  line;  of  thefc  many  were 
undermanned,  fc vera!  out  of  repair,  and  the  greater  part  had  been  long  and  aftively  employed 
on  foreign  llations.  Our  magazines  were  in  an  exhaufted  llatc;  and  with  the  moft  diligent 
exertions,  not  more  than  fix  fail  could  have  been  added  to  this  catalogue  in  the  enfuing  fpring: 
on  the  otlier  hand,  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  amounted  to  140  fail  of  the  line;  thirteen 
,new  fhips  would  have  been  fliortly  added  to  the  French  fleet ;  the  Dutch  navy  would  be  com* 
pofedof  25  fail  of  the  line,  and  it  was  uncertain  what  acceflion  the  Spanifh  force  would  have 
received  at  the  fame  period.  Tlie  diftribution  of  this  force,  it  was  added,  was  a  very  alarming 
circumftance.  Had  not  peace  taken  place,  a  fleet  of  40  fail  of  the  line  lay  ready  at  Cadiz  to 
accompany  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  with  16,000  troops,  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  where,  atjeaft,. 
20  fhips  of  the  line  were  waiting,  with  as  many  thoufand  troops,  to  join  them.  Our  naval 
ftrcngth,  on  that  ftation,  confifted  of  no  more  than  46  fail  of  tlie  line,  which  was  not  an  ade- 
iquate  force,  making  every  rcafonaWe  allowance  for  the  fuperior  fkill  and  courage  of  Britifli 
feamen,  to  give  any  reafonable  hopes,  that  we  fhould  be  able  to  prevent  llic  alarming  defigns 
i)f  the  encray  oh  our  remaining  Weft  India  poflTcflions. 

3^2  In 
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1783  In  the  mean  time,  we  had  every  reafon  to  expeA,  that  France  would  maintain  her  fape<» 
riority  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  reinforcement  from  England  under  Commodore  Bickcrton, 
would  at  m'oft  give  us  an  equality  with  the  enemy, — and  which,  after  all,  would,  by  no  mesrns, 
be  fufficient  to  prevent  them  from  landing  their  troops  on  a  coaft  of  fuch  great  extent.  The 
force  which  the  French  already  had,  with  Hyder  Ally,  exceeded  the  number  of  Europeans  ia 
the  fervice  of  Great  Britain,  and  more  were  daily  exp^ded.  The  immenfe  armies  which  that 
Prince  would  bring  into  the  field,  aided  by  the  fkill  and  difcipUne  of  his  French  allies,  were 
objeds  of  the  moft  ferious  confideration. 

If  we  direded  our  attention  near  home,  and  looked  to  the  probable  operations  in  the  Chan- 
nel and  the  Northern  Seas,  in  a  future  campaign,  it  was  evident  from  the  papers  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons^  that  the  combined  force  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  and  Holland,  would 
have  nearly  doubled  our  force  in  our  own  feas.  It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  real  wifdom 
and  true  patriotifm,  to  avoid  the  hazard  which  the  continuance  of  war  rendered  probable,  by 
feizing  the  prefent  moment  of  making  what,  confidering  all  circumftances,  might  be  efteemed. 
an  honourable  peace.  ' 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  contended,  that  the  condition  of  the  British  navy  was  in  eveiy 
refpeft  more  fiourifliing  and  formidable  than  it  had  been  at  any  preceding  period  of  the  war ; 
that  after  two  years  of  preparation  the  Dutch  marine  ftill  continued  very  inconfiderable,  and 
the  augmentation  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  had  always  been  over-rated.  It  was  like- 
wife  affirmed,  that  Admiral  Pigot  would  have  poflefled  a  force  in  the  Wcfl  Indies  fully  ade- 
quate to  every  purpofe  of  attack  or  defence.  For  the  Channel  fervice  it  was  faid,  that  there 
remained  34  fail  of  the  line, — which,  .though  inferior  to  the  fleet  of  the  enemy,  would  be  faf 
iicient  for  the  fecurity  of  our  trade,  and  equal  to  all  the  purpofes  of  home  defence. 

It  was  alfo  argued,  that  it  was  more  than  probable,  that  in  the  Eaft  Indies  the  Britifh  Ad-^ 
miral  would  this  year  have  been  compleat  mailer  of  the  fea.  The  apprehenfions  fo  flrongly 
cxpreifed  of  Hyder  Ally,  were  reprefented  as  being  without  any  reafonable  foundation, — while 
his  French  allies  were  defcribed  as  inferior,  in  every  refpeft,  to  the  European  troops  and 
difciplined  natives  in  the  Britifh  fe»vice.  That,  on  a  calm  review  of  our  fituation  in  India, 
whatever  calamities  had  befallen  us  from  the  unhappy  difcord  among  thofe  who  bad  the  fuper- 
intendance  of  our  afifairs  there,  k  appeared  to  promife  the  fpeedy  reiloration  of  former 
profperity. 

The  particular  articles  of  the  peace  became  the  fucceeding  objeds  of  confideration*  It  was 
infifted  by  the  miniflry,  that  the  alterations  which  were  now,  according  to  the  articles  with* 
France,  to  take  place  concerning  the  fifheries  of  Newfoundland,  were  favourable  to  Great 
Britain*  The  French  King  renounces  the  right  of  fifhing  from  Cape  Bonavifla  to  Cape  St.. 
John,  and  obtains  an  extenfion  of  that  privilege  on  the  wcftern  fide  of  the  ifland  of  New- 
foundland. By  this  flipuhition  the  French  are  confined  to  a  certain  fpot,  and  an  end  is  put 
to  the  difputes  which  had  heretofore  been  a  continual  matter  of  uneafinefs  between  the  two 
nations  :  the  eaftern  and  fouth  eaflern  coafl  is  left  to  the  free  and  full  enjoyment  of  the  Englifli; 
and  there  the  fifh  are  not  only  the  largefl,  but  in  the  greateft  abundance  :  the  curing  of  them 
alfo  is  much  more  convenient  there  than  in  the  Streights  of  Bclleifle,  where  the  fogs  are  more 
prevalent :  by  the  tedimony  of  every  officer  who  has  ferved  at  Newfoundland,  one  league  of 
coafl  between  Cape  Bonavifla  and  St.  John,  is  worth  ten  on  the  weflern  fide  ;  and  thus,  while 
the  flipulation  is  for  our  advantage,  an  encouragement  is  given  to  our  natioi\al  fpirit  and  in- 
duftry.    It  was  flated,  that  the  furrender  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  were  conceflions  of  no 
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1783  importance.  The  harbour  of  St,  Pierre  is  fmalU  and  cannot  receive  men  of  war ;  the  road  is 
capable  of  admitting  (hips  offeree,  but  the  bottom  is  rocky  and  dangerous.  Miquclon  has  a 
road  at  the  north  end  of  the  ifland,  but  it  i$  a  ftation  of  no  advantage  ;  vcflels  are  there  open 
to  the  eafterly  winds^and  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  an  enemy.  It  is  of  no  fervice  whatever  to 
fortify  thefe  iflands^  and  the  affcrtion  that,  if  fortified,  they  would  command  the  entrance  into 
the  gulf  of  St.  Laurence^^  is  without  the  leaft  foundation  :  it  might  as  well  be  faid  that  Bred 
commands  the  entrance  into  the  harbour  of  Plymouth.  Thefe  iflands  could  be  of  no  fervice 
to  us,  and  would  by  no  means  enable  the  French,  in  time  of  war,  to  molcft  our  filheries  ;  as, 
on  a  furvey^  it  appeared,  that  no^  fortification  could  be  erefted  on  them  fufficiently  flrong  to 
refifl  the  fire  of  any  ihip  of  force. 

It  was  argued^  that  notliing  could  be  more  inconiiftent  with  juft  notions  of  our  national  in-^ 
tereils,  than  to  obje£t  to  the  flip dations  which  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  iflands  of  St.  Chriftopher,  Nevis,  Montfeirat,  St.  Vincent,   Dominica,  and  Grenada, 
were  now  reftored  to  Great  Britain  by  the  peace,  in  exchange  for  St  Lucia  and  Tobago  ;- 
which,  in  fa£t,  fliould  be  confidered  rather  as  ceflioiis  than  reftored  capture^;     The  former 
iiland,  though  it  commanded  a  view  of  Martinico,  was,  by  no  means,  equal  in  advantage  to 
Dominica;  which,  in  time  of  war,  pofiefled  the  power  of  efFeAtially  interrupting  the  commu-^ 
nication  between  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe,  tlie  two  principal  French  iflands  in  tbofe  ieas.— ^ 
The  importance  of  Tobago  to  our  cotton  manufafturers,  had  been  much  exaggerated  ;  for' 
they  bad  flouriflicd  before  the  acqulfition  of  that  ifland  :  and  though  its  cotton  was  of  a  good" 
quality,  t'hat  commodity  might  be  procured  from  other  parts  of  the  world.-— Befides,  it  is  byt 
no  means  a  healthy  fpot,  nor  are  its  exports  or  imports  of  any  conflderable  value. 

By  the  ceflions  in  Africa,  France  regained  pofleifion  of  the  river  Senegal  and  its  appendages,- 
together  with  die  ifland  of  Gorce.     But  neither  the  one  or  the  other  were  pofleflions  of  con- 
fequence  or  value :  their  commerce  was  inconfiderable;  and,  from  their  unhealthy  climate,- 
became  the  grave  of  numbers  of  our  fellow  fubjefts)  who  were  annually  fent  there  to  watch  an 
afticle  of  trade  which  we  in  vain  endeavoured  to  monopolize.     On  the  other  hand,  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  river  Gambia,  which  was  guaranteed  to  Great  Britain  by  the  King  of  France, 
afforded  the  profpe^l  of  very  conflderable  advantage,  as  it  was  navigable  for  ieveral  hundred' 
miles,  and  in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  the  Gold  Coaft.     As-much  of  the  gum  trade  would  now- 
remain  to  the  Englilh  as  they  ever  had,  or  could  ever  want. 

In  juftification  of  the  ftipulations  which  relate  to  the '£aft  Indies,  It  was  contended,  that^ 
though  they  were  beneficial  to  the  French,  they  were  by  no  means  injurious  to  Great  Britain. 
The  onJy  advantages  they  had  gained,  befides  the  reftoration  of  what  had  been   taken  from 
tliem,  were  fome  diftrids,  to  render  Pondicherry  and  Karical  places  of  more  convenience  than 
heretofore,  and  the  permiffion  to  drain  the  marflies  round  Chandernagore,  by  encircling  \v 
with  a  ditch,  to  carry  off  the  ftagnant  waters.     But  even  allowing  the  French  to  be  the  gainers 
by  the  peace  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  diftrafted  ftate  of  the  Britifti  dominions  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe,,  made  fome  condecenfion,  on  our  part,  abfolutely  neceflfary.    From  the  laft  accounts 
which  were  received  previous  to  the  peace,  it  appeared,  that  the  pofleflions  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company  were  expofed  to  the  greateft  hazard,  and  their  finances,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
were  in  fuch  a  ftate,  as,  in  all  appearance,  to  make  peace  the  on4y  means  of  recoveiing  our 
profperity  in  Afia. 

With  refpeft  to  that  article  of  the  treaty  by  which  all  regulations  relative  to  Dunkirk,  which 
had  been  infcrted  in  any  former  treaty  of  peace,  were  abrogated,  it  was  contended,  that  the 
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1783  conftraints  with  regard  to  this  harbour  were  of  no  advantage  to  us,  and  were  difgraccful  to 
France  ;  to  remove  them,  therefore,  was  to  deftroy  an  unhappy  caufc  of  hatred  and  difcon- 
tent,  which  had  long  fubfifted  between  the  two  kingdoms:  that  the  great  confequence  of  Dun- 
kirk, as  a  port,  had  always  been  a  A'cry  grofs  mifiake,  as  it  is  near  a  flioaly  part  of  the  Chan- 
nel j  cannot  receive  Ihips  of  a  large  iize,  and  never  can  be  a  rendezvous- for  fquadrons  of  (hips 
of  war.  Nor  Ihould  it  be  forgotten,  that  while  this  port  can  produce  no  material  roifchief  to 
us  in  lime  of  war,  it  may  operate  greatly  to  our  advantage  in  time  of  peace,  as  it  is  extremely 
well  fuuated  to  carry  on  the  Englilh  and  Irifh  trade  with  the  Low  Countries  ;  a.branch  of 
commerce  which  is  known  to  be  of  very  great  importance. 

To  this  review  of  the  treaty  with  France,  fucceeded  a  recapitulation  of  that  with  Spain.— 
To  this  monarchy,  it  was  faid,  that  reftitutions  were  made  of  poffcffions  originally  its  own, 
and  which  were  far  from  being  of  any  real  importance  to  this  country.     Minorca  was  always 
kept  at  an  enormous  expence  in  peace,  and,  from  a  variety  of  citcumftances,  could  never  be 
tenahlp  in  time  of  war.     With  regard  to  tlic  ceflion  of  Eaft  Florida,  and  the  pcrmiflion  al- 
l6wed  to  Spain  to  retain  Weft  Florida,  thofe  articles  were  certainly  to  be  defended  on  fub- 
llantial  grounds  : — The  right  of  conqucft  had  given  Weft  Florida  to   the   Spanifh  monarchy, 
-    and  the  furrender  of  Eaft  Florida  was  the  unavoidable  confequence  of  an  unfortunate  and 
niifcondufted  war  :  yet  for  thcfe  conceflions  an  adual  compcnfalioh  had  beea  made  by  the 
reftoration  of  the  Bahama  iflands.     It  Ihould  likewife  be  coniidered,  that  the  expence  of  main- 
Caining  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida  hid  been  exceffive :  for  three  years,  the  charges  for  Eaft  Florida 
amounted  to  368,000!. ;  and  the  cxpeoces  of  Weft  Florida,  for  the  fame  period,  arofc  to  a 
much  larger  fum.     It  was,  at  the  fame  time,  proper  to  retnember,  that  the  imports  and  cx^ 
ports  of  thefe  provinces  bore  no  proportion  to  the  burthen  of  their  maintenance;  their  dere-  ' 
lift  ion,  tlicrefore,  did  not  afford  fo  great  advantage  to  Spain  as  might  be  generally  fuppofed  : — 
Belides,  if  they  had  continued  in  our  pofteilion,  it  is  nK>re  than  probable  that  they  miglit  have 
become  a  fource  of  future  contefts  between  the  Englifli  and  the  Americans. 

On  a  candid  examination  of  the  conceiTions  which  were  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
they  were  certainly  much  greater  in  appearance  than  in  reality,  as  they  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to 
aiford  it  more  real  advantages  than  were  in  its  poiTeiHon  before  the  war  :  its  commerce  would 
.ceive  no  other  increafe  tlian  what  might  proceed  from  an  intercourfe  with  the  United  States 
of  America ;  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  tlie  latter  would  find  it  their  intereft  to  give  a 
commercial  preference  to  Great  Britain.  If  Frarice  and  Spain,,  in  the  powerful  efforts  they 
had  made  to  feparate  the  North  American  colonies  from  Great  Britain,  were  prompted  by  the 
'CxpeSation  of  monopolizing  their  trade,  they  would  certainly  find  themfelves  extremely  mif- 
taken  :  they  would  fhare  no  more  of  it  than  was  perfeftly  coniiftent  with  the  intercfls  of  the 
Americans ;  who  would,  like  all  other  trading  nations,  be  governed  by  the  mere  profped  of 
.^ain,  divefted  of  all  other  confederations. 

The  treaty  with  the  United  States  of  America,  as  far  as  it  related  to  their  independence,  had, 
in  a  great  mcafure,  been  previoufly  formed  by  Parliament.  The  only  points  that  remained  for 
difcufTion,  were  the  arrangement  of  the  boundaries,  the  fettlement  of  the  fifheries,  and  the 
icrms  ftipulated  for  the  Loyalifts.     Thefc  were  defended  in  the  following  manner: — 

By  the  line  of  boundary,  all  the  back  fettlements,  and  the  whole  country  between  the  Alle- 
gany mountains  and  the  MiflifTippi,  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  ;  to  have  retained  the 
large  traft  behind  them,  for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  it  with  perfons  of  different  political  prin* 
ciples,  would  have  been  little  bcUer  than  laying  the  foundation  of  ncvir  war  and  frcfh  diftur- 
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derived  from  the  pofleflion  of  thefe  northerri  diftrifts,  had  been  greatly  over-rated.  Even 
Canada  did  not  yield  to  the  mother  country  a  balance  in  trade  in  any  wife  equivalent  to  its 
coft  :  the  expences  Incurred  on  account  of  that  province^  had,  on  the  average  of  feveral  years, 
amounted  to  the  annual  fura  of  8oo,ooool.  On  the  other  hand»  the  exports  from  Great  firi- 
tain  to  Canada  were  only  140,0001.  and  the  imports  no  more  than  50,000!.  It  could  not, 
therefore  be  contended,  that  50,000!.  a  year  was  a  fufBcicnt  objcft  with  a  great  trading  nation 
10  induce  the  continuatron  of  a  war,  of  which  its  reprefentatives  in  Parliament  had  declared 
the  moft  pofitive  abhorrence*  But,  in  faft,  the  trade  to  Canada  was  not  given  up  ;  it  was 
only  divided  ;  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prove  beneficial  to  Great  Britain.  Monopolies  arc 
at  all  times  odious  ;  and  whatever  can  conduce  to  rivalfhip,  advances  the  fpirit  of  traffic.  It 
was  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  bed  refources  of  trade  in  Canada  lie  to-thc  northward  :  for 
though  beavers  are  to  be  found  in  all  thok  countries  of  North  America  which  are  fituated  be- 
tween the  30th  and  60th  degrees  of  latitude,  yet  their  furs  arc  much- thicker,  and  the  animals 
themfelves  more  numerous,  in  the  northern;  tlian  in  the  fouthcra  climates. 

The  ceffion  of  Ponobfcot  had  been  ftatcd  as  a  lofs  to  Great  Britain,  is  depriving  it  of  a- 
territory  that  had  furnifhed  mafts  far  the  navy  in  great  abundance  :  but  that  objcftion  could- 
not  be  made  with  any  degree  of  truth  ;  as  that  country  was  fo  exhaufted  of  timber,  that  there 
was  not  a  tree  growing  in  it  fit  for  a  mail  of  any  confiderablc  Cze  :    nor,  indeed,  was  Great 
Britain  in  want  of  plentiful  refources  to  fupply  herfelf  with  that  article. 

The  neceffity  which  it  was  univerfally  acknowledged  there  was  for  obtaining  a. permanent 
peace,  by  fuppreffing  any  ground  of  jealoufy  and  contention,  juftified  the  Canada  boundaries  ;. 
SH)d  they  were  not  lefe. ftrongly  fupported  by  that  liberal  principle  which-had  begun  to  extend 
itfelf  over  Europe,  and  which  was  eager  to  break  the  oppreffive  chains  of  monopoly.     It  was- 
an  acknowledged  commercial  maxim,  that  monopolies  were,  generally  confidered,  inj.urious  ;• 
and  if  there  is  a  nation  which  ought  to  rejeft  them,  it  is  England.     Situated  as  we  are,  there 
is  nothing  we  ought  to  covet  fo  much  as  a.frec  trade  :  our  real  intereft  and  profperity  confiiled 
in  it ;  and  no  happier  policy  could  be  adopted  than  to  extend  by  negociation,  a  liberal  and  en- 
larged plan  of  commerce..    We  liad  afted  upon  thefe  principles  with,  refpeft  to«  Ireland,  and 
it  would  be  equally  beneficial  to  exercife  a  fimilar  liberality  iii  our  tranfaftions  with  America  :- 
the  cafes  were  fimilar ;  and  while  the  one  was  commended,  it  was  folly  to  rail  againft  the  other :: 
but,  in  fa£k,  the  apparent  gcnerofity  which  had  been  fhown  to  the  United  States,  was  oeco- 
nomy  to  ourfelves.  «  ♦ 

It  was  made  an  objcftion  to  the  negociation  with  the  Americans,  that  they  were  allowed  to- 
fiQi  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  all  the  bays  and  creeks,  as  well  as  on  the  coafts  of 
bis  Britannic  Majefty's  dominions  in  America.     But  it  had  been  very  properly  urged  by  the 
American  commiffioners,  that  the  refufal  to  them  of  this  right  of  filhing,  would  be  a  mani- 
feftation  of  hoftile  intentions,  aiid  tend  to  preclude  every  hope  of  reconciliation.     Befides,  the 
fifliery  lay  in  their  part  of  the  ocean,  and  it  was,  in.  reality,  impoffible  to  exclude  them  from- 
it  by  any  kindof  reftriftiona:  and  even  if  it  liad  been  poffible  to  make  them  renounce  this 
claim,  the  perpetual  violation  of  fuch  a  compaft,.  would  have  proved  anendlefs  fource  of  ani- 
mofity  and  contention.     But  further,  it  fhould  be  confidered,  that  there  are  two  feafons  for 
the  fiftiery  of  Newfoundland  ;  the  firft  commences  in  February,  and  the  laft  in  May  or  June.. 
The  firft  feafon  is  not  fo  important ;  but,  fuch  as  it  is,  it  muft  belong  exclufively  to  the  Ame- 
ricans I  for  ao  fliips  from  England  or  France  can  take  their  ftations  there  at  fuch  an  early 
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coaft ;  it  is  an  advantage  which  nature  has  given  them  ;  and  to  attempt  to  overthrow  it^  would 
not  only  be  un}uft,  but  impra£licable.  With  refpeft  to  the  fecond,  or  principal  fiftiervt  the 
advantages  were  all  on  our  fide,  from  the  poiTeilion  of  Newfoundland,  where  none  but  our- 
felves  were  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  drying  and  curing  filh.  It  was  in  confcquence  of  this 
advantage,  that  we  did  not  {land  in  need  of  the  liberty  of  cafrying  on  any  fiftiery  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Countries  belonging  to  the  American  ftates. 

No  cbmmbn  degree  of  difcontent  had  been  cxpreffed -againft  that  article  of  the  treaty  by 
.    which  the  Congrefi  was  to  recommend  the  cafe  of  the  Loyalifts  to  the  confideration  of  the 
difFerent  ftates  which  compofed  the  American  confederacy.     But,  on  this  point,  only  one  al- 
ternative prefented  itfelf;  cither  to  accept  from  Congrefs  their  recommendation  to  the  pro- 
vincial ftates  in  favour  of  thofe  unfortunate  people,  or  to  continue  the  wan     The  American 
commiffioners  had  no  inftruflions  to  proceed  further  than  they  did,  nor  could  they  poflibly 
receive  any ;  as  it  was  not  in  the  powA  of  Congrefs  itfelf  to  do  more  than  ftrongly  to  recom- 
mend the  Loyalifts  to  pity  and  favour.     In  all  its  meafures,  fince  its  firft  conftitution,  for 
providing  cither  money  or  men,  Congrefs  had  never  gone  furtlier  than  to  offer  their  recom- 
.    mendation  to  the  provincial  aftemblies,  and  it  has  always  been  received  with  refpeft  and  defe- 
rence.   But  if,  after  all,  the  loyalifts  fhould  not  be  received  and  cheriifaed  in  the  bofom  of  their 
own  country,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  England  was  fo  loft  to  gratitude  and  honour,  as 
not  to  afford  them  an  afylum  ;  and  it  would  be  furely  a  much  wifer  meaftire  to  confole  them, 
in  the  moft  ample  manner,  for  their  loftes,  than  to  heap  diftrefs  upon  the  nation  by  continu- 
ing the  calamities  of  war.     Without  fpilling  another  drop  of  blood,  and  with  one-fifth  part  of 
^le  expence  of  a  campaign,  eafe  and  happinefs  might  be  given  to  the  Loyalifts,  in  as  full  a 
manner  as  they  had  beenever  enjoyed  by  them.     Nor  Ihould  it  be  pafled  by  without  obferva- 
tion,  that  no  expedient  was  left  untried  to  obtain  the  moft  complete  re-cftablifhrnent  of  the 
Loyalifts  in  their  original  fituation. — This  point  was  urged  in  preference  to  all  the  reft :  nay, 
fo  forcibly,  and  in  fuch  a  peremptory  manner  was  it  infifted  upon  by  the  Britifti  commiilioners, 
that  the  very  negociation  itfelf  was  fufpended,  and  very  near  being  broken  off,  on  the  Ameri- 
can commiftioners  declaring  the  ftate  of  their  powers,  which  has  been  already  defcribed.^ 
Befides,  it  muft  furely  be  allowed,  that  policy  diftated,  with  regard  to  America,  that  we  fhould 
not  be  governed  by  flight  and  temporary  confiderations,  but  by  tlie  view  of  obtaining  real  and 
lafting  advantages.     It  was  our  intereft  to  guard  againft  the  poffibility  of  future  refentments, 
and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  aiFe£lion  and  unity,  which  would  terminate  in' an  enlarged 
fcheme  of  commercial  liirtercourfe,  and  in  a  communication  of  mutual  prpfperity  which  might 
endure  for. ages.. 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which  the  miniftry  defended  their  work  of  peace  :  and  we  now 
proceed  to  ftate,  with  all  poffibje  brevity,  the  principles  on  which  it  was  diftpproved. 

That  part  of  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  where  tlie  French  were  to  enjoy  an  exclufive  fifhery, 
jcould  not,  in  reafon,  be  deemed  lefs  produftive  than  that  we  retained.  It  had  been  fpecifically 
demanded  as  a  proportionable  fhare  by  the  French  miniftry ;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  imagine 
that  they  would,  knowingly,  have  contented  themfelves  with  the  worft. 

The  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  were  fufceptible  of  more  improvement  in  the  article 
cf  fortification,  and  would  prove  of  more  utility  in  time  of  war  than  had  been  rcprefentcd.^ 
Their  fitultion  alone  commanded  the  Gulf  of  St  Laurence,  and  when  properly  ftrengthened, 
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to  Canada. 

The  ceffion  of  Tobago  and  St.  Lucia  was  a  very  pernicious  meafure. — In  a  commercial 
Hght<  the  firft  of  thefc  iflands  was  of  very  great  importance,  as  its  cotton  was  the  bed  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  The  fecond  was  a-ftation  whofe  utility  in  war  was  never  doubted  :  it  was  a  con- 
ftant  check  upon  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  thofe  parts  ;  it  had  enabled  us  to  keep  a 
continual  eye  on  the  motions  of  their  fleets  ;  and  had,  in  faS,  been  the  caufe  of  the  glorious 
viftory  on  the  12th  of  April,  which  had  given  fo  favourable  a  turn  to  the  fituation  of  our 
affairs. 

Nothing  could  be  more  mifchrevous  or  improvident  than  the  yielding  up  Senegal  and  Gorce. 
The  miniftry  might  have  learned  from  the  laft  peace,  that  Trance  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  gum  trade  could  not  cxift  without  the  poflTeflion  of  one  of  ihefc  places.  It  was  upon  thia 
principle,  fuggefted  by  France,  and  admitted  by  us,  that  they  were  then  divided^  and  that 
England  and  FraiKrc  were  fecured  refpeftivcly  in  a  participation  of  the  trade  :  but  now,  that 
they  are  united,  the  trade  is  cxclufively  in  the  power  of  France.  It  had  been  urged,  that  the 
trade  was  an  objeft  of  trifling  importance  ;  but  without  it,  two  great  branches  of  our  manu- 
fafture,  that  of  printed  linens,  and  that  of  filks  and  gauzes,  would  be  deftroyed.  The  want  of 
it  muft  be  very  much  felt  indeed  by  us  in  cafe  of  another  war  ;  and,  during  peace,  the  price 
of  the  commodity  would  be  adjuftcd  by  France. 

With  refpcft  to  the  abrogation  of  all'the  former  articles  relative  to  Dunkirk,  it  was  allowed 
that  much  difference  of  opinion  exiftcd  with  rcfpeft  to  the  importance  of  this  harbour;  but 
its  deficiencies,  in  other  refpefts,  were  abundantly  made  up  by  the  peculiar  advantages  of  its 
fituation.  The  bafon,  when  opened  and  repaired,  would  be  capable  of  containing  twenty  or 
thirty  (hips  of  confiderablc  fize  and  burthen  ;  which,  ifluing  out  at  all  feafons,  would  annoy 
our  trade  in  its  very  centre,  and  counterbalance,  in  fome  meafure,  the  advantages  of  our  local 
fituation  for  cominerce. 

To  thefe  conceflions  ought  to  be  added  the  refloratioh  of  their  fcttlements,  and  other  im- 
portant advantages  fecured  to  the  French  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Pondicherry  was  not  only  given 
back,  but  to  render  it  the  more  acceptable,  a  large  territory  was  made  to  accompany  it.  A  free, 
independent,  and,  which  is  more  alarming,  an  undefined  trade  in  this  quarter  of  the  world  was 
prefcnted  to  France;  and,  in  efFeft,  fhe  had  obtained  the  liberty  of  furrounding  Chanderna- 
gorc  with  a  fortification  :  for  what  interpretation  but  this  can  be  afligned  to  the  article  confer- 
ring the  privilege  of  furrounding  that  place  with  a  ditch  ? — During  the  laft  peace,  the  French 
had  made  what  they  called  a  ditch  in  this  ftation  ;  but  when  General  Campbell  infpeftcd  it, 
he  without  hefitation  pronounced  it  to  be  a  fortification,  and  it  was  accordingly  deftroyed  by 
the  fervants  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  The  permillion  therefore  to  reftore  this  ditch, 
would,  at  bcft,  endanger  contention  and  difturbance,  but  would  likewife,  in  all  probability, 
end  in  improving  Chandernagore  into  a  place  of  arms,  and  a  formi^dable  poft  in  the  centre  of 
our  government. 

In  this  manner,  it  was  faid,  had  France,  though  unfucccfsful  in  the  Eaft,  and  defeated  in 
the  Weft  Indies  ;  when  deprived  of  her  fiOiery  in  the  North  American  feas,  and  cut  off  from 
the  moft  lucrative  branch  of  the  African  trade  ;  when  her  marine  began  vifibly  to  decline,  and 
ours  to  recover  its  afccndancy ;  in  this  inferiority  of  circumftances,  her  ncgociators  had  been 
able  to  frame  a  treaty  as  advantageous  as  if  the  entire  fuperiority  was  on  her  fide. 
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The  treaty  with  Spain  anderwent  the  following  ftrifiut-ea  :^^ 
By  the  ceilion  of  Minorca  we  had  loft  an  ifland  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  fupport  of 
our  Mediterranean  trade  in  time  of  war.-i^Tbere  our  men  of  war,  privateers,  and  merchant- 
men  found  an  barbpttr  to  refit,  when  the  occafion  required  it,  and  a  certain  refuge  from  tbe^ 

enemy* 

Whatever  reafons  might  be  offered  for  the  ceflion  of  Wefi  Florida,  the  farrender  of  Eaft 
Florida  could  not,  by  the  aid  of  any  fopbiftry,  find  a  plaufible  juftification.  The  latter 
province,  whether  in  point  of  fituation  or  of  commercial  produce,  bad  either  been  Jittlc  under* 
flood,  or  defignedly  under-rated.  It  poileifed  one  of  the  fineft  harbours  in  the  world,  called 
th^  Bay  of  Tampa,  or  Efpiritu  Santo,  fitqated  in  an  healthy  climate,  and  where  (hips  were 
fafe  from  the  annoyance  of  worms.  Befides,  the  coaft  of  Eaft  Florida  was  covered  with  fmall 
iflands,  from  whence  privateers  might  run  to  fea,  and  attack  our  Jamaica  trade  as  k  pafled  the 
Gulf:  and  this  inconvenience  was  the  more  to  be  feared  in  future,  from  the  lofs  of  Georgia,. 
wBofe  harbours  formerly  ferved  both  to  pvottBt  our  trade  and  to  fheller  it  from  tempefts.  It 
po^TeiTed  alfo  fome  internal  refbarces,  and  was  capable  of  great  improvement.  The  people 
^ttled  iA  it  were  firmly  attached  to  the  Britifli  government :  bm  its  chief  recommendatioa 
wa$  tb^  convenience  of  its  fituation  as  anafylumfor  the  perfecuted  Loyalifts,  wbicb  would 
h:^ve  been  far  preferable  to  the  comfortlcfs  climate  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  terms  granted  to  America  partook  of  the  reprehenfive  obfervations  which  had  fallert 
upon  the  other  branches  of  the  peace»  It  was  confidered  as  an  unneceiiary  facrifice  of  the  in- 
ttrefts  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  limits  aiiigned  to  the  dependeiKies  of  that  country  and  the 
United  States,  left  the  latter  in  pofleflion  of  a  multiplicity  of  firong  places,  conftruAed  and 
fortified  at  a  vaft  ei^pence  to  England,  and  the  ceffion  of  which  was  not  juftified  by  any  valid 
reafan  whatever.  By  tbb  ceifion,  a  coofiderable  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  fur  trade,  was 
£qx  ever  transferred  to  the  United  States,  and  all  atteoipts  to  defend  it  upon  the  principle  of  3 
free  trade  were  abfurd  and  frivolous.  The  arguments  drawn  froip  the  amount  of  export^  and 
imports^,  would  make  rather  for  the  entire  ceflion  of  Canada  ;  and,  without  the  interior  trade 
of  that  country,  it  was  a  mockery  to  keep  the  two  forts  of  Montreal  and  Quebec,  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  this  kingdom  at  a  very  great  expcnce,  and  t6  become  a  fubjed;  of  future  difagree- 
ment.  But  the  balance  had  not  been  fairly  ftated  i  for  the  charge  wa&,  in  a  great  degree,  to  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  tlie  war  ;  and  the  profits  woirid  have  been  very  great  in  peace,  had  we 
not  given  away  the  moft  valuable  part  of  the  province-  We  held  Cbarleftown,  in  South  Ca- 
rolina, wbicb  gave  us,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  commaikl  of  that  province.  We  were  mafters 
of  New  York  and  the  neighbouring  ifles,  efpecially  the  large  and  important  one  of  Long: 
Ifland.  Tbefe  being  the  bead-quarter*  of  the  Britiib  armies,  and  lying  in  the  centre  of  Nortb 
America,  kept  the  whole  continent  in  awe.  Tb^  Indian  countries  and  nations  contiguous  to 
the  back  fettlements  were  in  our  intereft ;  and,  in  the  colonies  tbemfelves,  we  liad  numbers  of 
sealous  friends  and  adherents  ;  even  among  thofe  who  prok&d  themfelves  our  enemies,  mul* 
titudes  were  very  dcfirous  of  terminating  the  war,  at  all  events,  and  did  not  befitate  to  eyprefa 
tbcir  fentiments  in  the  moft  unreferved  manner*  The  Canadian  merclMints  had,  at  an  enor- 
mous expence,  ereded  forts  and  ftorehoufes  on  the  banks  of  the  lakes,  from  a  cooviAion  of 
tlie  great  profits  wbicb  were  to  be  derived  from  the  coomierce  they  had  efiabliibed  in  the  inte^ 
rior  parts  of  the  cpuntry ;  but  thefewould  now  prove  of  little  uic,  from  the  fuperior  fliare 
which  the  Amei:icans  could  not  fail  to  derive  of  aU  the  benefits  produced  in  future  by  a  com* 
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1783  roercial  intercourle  with  the  Icidiansy  in  confecjueaoe  of  due  prodigious  extent  of  territory  fo 
extravagantly  ceded  by  the  treaty. 

The  article  concerning  the  Loyalifts  was  Attacked  with  great  feverity*  The  refittution  of 
their  property ,  confifcated  during  the  war  for  their  fidelity  to  our  caufe^  had  been  refufed  by 
the  American  commiffionersy  on  pretence  that  neither  (hey,  nor  Congrcl's  ideif,  could  comply 
with  it,  any  further  than  by  recomnoendation  to  the  difierent  fiates:  if  fuch  were  the  powers 
of  Congrefs,  or  of  tbofe  whom  it  commiffioned  to  treat  on  its  behalf,  they  were  totally  inade* 
quate  to  the  proper  purpofes  of  treating^  and  tended  only  to  delude  thofe  with  whom  they  pre- 
tended to  negociate* 

The  demand  was  in  itfelf  fo  juft,  and  founded  on  fo  many  hiftorical  precedents,  that  Con-^^ 
grefs  could  not  poffibly  plead  a  want  of  fore6ght  that  it  would  be  made.  It  had  been  ufuaU 
in  all  ages,  on  the  ceflation  of  a  civil  war»  to  grant  a  general  amnefty.  No  other  motives  but 
thofe  of  the  bafeft  arnd  mod  barbarous  revenge,  could  induce  men  to  expre&  any  averfion  to 
fuch  an  humane  and  neceffiiry  meafure :  next  to  the  cruelty  of  fuch  a  refiiialy  was  the  mean- 
ne(s  of  thofe  who  fubmitted  to  it.  Circumftances  empowered  this  nation  to  have  a£led  with 
fuch  firmnefS)  as  to  Compel  the  Americans  to  relax  their  obftinacy  in  this  particular.  Until 
they  had  confbnted  to  a  generous  tneatooent  of  the  Loyalifls,  we  ought  to  have  with-held  the 
Teflitution  of  the  many  ftrong  places  ftill  remaining  in  our  bands,  and  made  the  furrender  of 
them  tlie  price  of  their  acquiefcence  in  our  demands  in  favour  of  the  brave  and  faithful  people 
who  had-fuffered  fo  much  on  our  account* 

Such  were  the  leading  arguments  employed  in  favour  of,  and  againft  the  peace.  The  de- 
bates on  that  fubjeA  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  lafted  throughout  the  night ;  and,  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  the  minifterial  addrefe  was  pejeAed  by  a:  majority  of  z6 ;  2o8  voting  for,  and 
a24  againft  it.  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  miniftry  was  more  fortunate,  as  the  addrefs  moved 
by  them  there,  was  carried  in  their  favour,  by  72  votes  again  59.«^Four  days  after  tliis  debate^ 
the  oppoiition,  encouraged  by  their  fuccefs»  moved,  in  confequence  of  it^  '*  That  the  concef-^ 
£ons  made  to  the  enemies'  of  Great  Britain  were  greater  than  they  were  entitled  to^  on  a  com* 
putative  view  of  their  iituation  and  that  of  this  country."  This  motion  revived  the  preceding 
ahercation ;  but  oppoiition  again  remained  vi&orious,  by  a  majority  of  fcventeen  t  Z90  Voting 
for  miniftry,  and  207  againft  it. 

In  this  manner  ended  the  parliamentary  debates  occafioned  by  the  peace. — In  the  mean  tirne^ 
a  negociation  had  been  opened  with  the  States*General  at  the  Hague*  At  the  cbfe  of  the  -laft 
year,  after  the  provifional  treaty  with  America  had  been  concluded,  and  while  thofe  with 
France  and  Spain  were  in  great  forwardnefs,  the  Dutch  minifters  at  Paris  propofed  a  negocia- 
tion with  the  Briiifh  minifter  at  that  court,  on  the  terms  offered  to  them  in  the  month  o^ 
April  preceding  ;  but  they  met  with  a  refufal,  in  their  turni  and  wete  given  to  underftand^ 
Ihatliaving  put  a  negative  on  the  endeavours  of  Great  Britain  to  eStA  a  particular  reconcilia* 
ation  with  Holland,  that  country  had  no  right  to  cxped  any  more  thai^  to  be  placed  on  the 
fame  footing  as  other  powers. 

Preliminary  articles  of  peace  being,  however,  ^^reed  upon  between  Great  Britain  on  the  one 
part,  and  by  France  and  Spain  on  the  other,  in  the  January  following,  a  fufpenfion  of  arms 
took  place  at  the  fame  time  with  refpeft  to  Holland,  by  which  the  Dutch  were  included  in  the 
general  pacification.  Butnotwithftanding  the  definitive  arrangements  among  the  other  belli- 
gcrcnt  powers,  in  confequence  of  tlie  reftoratioii  of  peace,  were  finally  concluded  in  September, 
it  was  not  till  then  that  the  States-General  came  to  a  preliminary  fcttlement  with  Great  Britain. 
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^7^3  ^^^  confeqaences  which  had  been  prcdiftcd  to  the  Dutch,  on  their  taking  part  againft  the 
Englifl),  weie  ftiiAly  verified.  Impelled  by  the  narrow  maxims  of  a  commercial  jealoufy,  and 
improvident  of  all  concerns  but  tbofe  of  the  prefent  hour,  they  liftcneH  to  the  clamoui's  of  an 
interefted  fa&ioni  and  were  deluded  by  the  profpefl  of  advanuges  which  they  have  not  ob- 
tained. An  honourable  adherence  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  which  the  experience  of 
two  centuries  had  fo^  forcibly  proved  to  be  their  own,  would  have  operated  as  an  efFedual  check 
upon  that  power  it  chiefly  behoves  them  to  keep  within  due  bounds.  Little  more  than  a  re- 
fpeftable  fyflem  of  neutrality,  or,  at  mofl,  an  explicit  determination  to  preferve  inviolate  their 
friendfhip  and  engagements  with  this  country  .would  have  been  fufBcient,  in  conjunftion  with 
the  a£ling  ftrength  of  Great  Britain,  to  deter  its  enemies  from  forming  that  combination  which 
coft  it  fuch  a  profuiion  of  blood  and  treafure  to  rcfifl. 

A  conduct  framed  upon  fuch  principles,  would  have  fupported  that  charaAer  of  confiHency 
and  forcfight  for  which  they  had  been  fo  long  renowned ;  it  would  have  fecured  that  indepen- 
dent fituation  which  they  bad  hitherto  fo  happily  maintained  ;  and  it  would  have  prevented 
the  degradation  of  being  forced  to  feek  the  protection  of  a  power  whofe  ambition*was  prover- 
bial in  the  political  worlds  and  the  efFe£ts  of  which  no  people  had  more  woefully  experienced 
than  themfelves,  at  different  periods  of  their  government. 

After  Holland,  Spain  was  the  greatefl  fufferer  among  thofe  who  had  formed  the  confederacy 
againft  Great  Britain. — The  recovery  of  Minorca  and  the  Floridas,  was  but  a  poor  compenfa-* 
lion  for  the  prodigious  expence  and  lofs  of  men  incurred  at  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar,  and  in  the 
various  naval  expeditions  and  extraordinary  exertions  that  monarchy  was  obl^ed  to  make,  in 
confequence  of  its  engagements  with  France. 

All  Europe,  without  excepting  its  own  fubje£ts,  were  well  convinced  of  the  folly  of  Spain 
in  contributing  to  the  independence  of  the  Britifh  colonies.  It  will,  without  doubt,  one  day 
feel  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  a  proximity  to  a  people  who  inherit,  in  a  very  great  degree,  the 
courage  and  enterprizing  difpoiition  of  the  nation  from  which  they  fprung,  and  who  have- 
already  given  very  fufiicient  proofs  that  they  will  omit  no  opportunity  of  extending  their  limits,. 
and  carrying  their  commerce  as  far  as  their  power  and  circumflances  will  enable  them. 

Even  France  itfelf,  though  it  may  be^faid  to  have  lopped  off  a  limb  from  the  colollal  power 
of  the  Britifh  empire,  has  bought  the  darling  objed  at  too  great  a  price.  The  refources  of 
that  kingdom  were  fo  exhaufled,  and  its  finances  fo  completely  reduced,  that  in  the  month  of 
Odober  in  this  year,  the  bank  of  Paris,  which  was  fupported  by  the  whole  ftrength  of  govern<» 
ment,  ftopped  payment.  Nor  was  this  all, — for  it  foon  appeared,  in  a  variety  of  ^inftances,. 
how  very  fhort  indeed  of  their  expectations  thofe  benefits  would  prove,  which  they  were  fa 
fanguine  in  promiling  to  themfelves,  on  the  emancipation  of  the  Britifh  North  American  colo- 
nies from  their  dependence  on  the  parent  ftate. 

Nor  does  the  change  in  their  political  fyftem  appear  to  be  fraught  with  any  real  advantage 
to  the  United  States. — Whatever  may  be  their  future  deftiny,  it  is  very  evident  that  a  long 
period  will  pafs  away  before  they  can  arrive  at  a  permanent  and  fatisfadory  fettlement  of  their 
internal  affairs,  or  acquire  a  political  {lability  and  national  eminence.  Their  commerce,  from 
which  they  had  formed  fuch  extenfiv^  and  flattering  profpeds,  will  long  feel  the  want  of  the 
fuftain;ng  hand  of  Great  Britain,  and  convince  fuch  as  are  not  already  convinced,  tjiat  their 
feparation  from  this  country  is  by  no  means  that  great  political  good  of  whchthey  had. been 
taught  to  boaft  with  fo  much  confidencCi. 

Great 
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1783  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  though  deprived  of  thofe  colonies  which  fhe  bad  planted 
and  reared  wih  fo  much  care,  and  proiefted  with  fo  much  glory,  fiill  remained  an  objeA  of 
terror  and  admiration  to  all  her  enemies*  With  a  fpirit  fuperior  to  all  difficulties,  and  with. 
Fefource&,  though  greatly  tried^  yet  by  no  means  exbaufted,  ihe  fiiil  lield  up  her  head  among 
the  nations  of  the  world. 

The  events  of  the  laft  campaign  were  objeflrs  of  ferious  coniideration  with  her.  enemies.—^ 
The  fttccefies  obtained  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  valour  with  which  they  were  accompli fhed,. 
had  fixed  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  France  and  Spain  began  to  refledt  with  a  growing  ap- 
prehcniion  on  the  precarious  nature  of  thofe  benefits  which  they  had  expe£led  would  naturally^ 
have  refialted  from  their  combinatidn  ;.  they  therefore  came  to  the  refolution  of  deiiiling  fromi 
the  vaft  pretenfions  they  had  foroved,  and  of  contenting  themselves  with  having  obtained  inde- 
pendence to  the  colonifts  of  North  America,  leaving  to  the  Americans  themfelves,  the  grate^ 
ful  talk  of  rendering,  if  it  were  poflible,  their  difmen^ermenf  from  the  Britilh  empire  bene- 
ficial to  their  allies,  and  detrimental  to  Great  Britain. 

» 

With  whatever  feverity  the  terms  of  thid  peace  might  have  been  treated  at  the  time  of  its- 
conclufion,  tliere  was  more  than  one  period  of  the  war,  wlien  it  was  univerfally  believed,  that 
peace  would  never  have  been  purcliafed  without  making  far  greater  facritices  on  the  part  of  this 
country.  Without  entering  into  zx\  exaoaiiiation  of  tlie  arguments  employed  by  contending 
parties  on  the  occaiion ;  we,  who-  now  feel  the  effc£ls  of  that  peace,,  and  are  witncfles  to  the 
growing,  profperity  of  the  empire,  (hall,  without  hefitation  pronounce,  that  the  (latefmen  who- 
formed  this  peace,  deferve  to  be  ranked  among  the  firft  friends  of  their  country. 

In  this  manner  terminated  a  war,  the  moft  important  that  has  been  known  ii nee  the  difco* 
very  of  the  new  world.  Both  hemifpheres  were  deeply  concerned  in  the  iffue  of  it.  At  its 
very  commencement,  it  wa&  evidently  perceived  in  Europe,  that  if  Great  Britain  fhould  be 
finally  deprived  of  the  fovereignty  over  her  revolted  colonies,  a  new  fyflem  of  politics  would 
diffufe  itfelf  ia  procefe  of  time,  over  every  part  of  the  globe. 

In  this  great  revolution,  the  European  States,  pofleffed  of  dominions  in  America,  beheld 
an  immenfe  portion  of  tlic  earth,  hitherto  fubjedl  to.  their  obedience  and  fubfervicnt  to  their 
defigns^  animated  by  the  fuccefsful  example  of  a  numerous  proportion  of  its  inhabitants  to- 
throw  off  this  yoke  and  claim  independence.  An  event  of  this  kind,  by  confining  them  to 
the  limits  of  tlieir  own^country,  would  of  courfe  produce  a  very  great  chancre  of  their  politics- 
and  intereds,  and  oblige  them  to  adopt  new  maxims  of  conduct  both  in  their  domeilic  and 
foreign  concerns.. 

Thofe  powers,  on  the  other  hand,  who  bad  no  territories  in  America,  would  ftill  greatly 
participate  in  the  effeds  of  this  change,  from  the  connexions  ftill  fubfifting,  and  the  new 
correfpondence  of  it,  b^ween  tlie  European  nations,  in  every  branch  of  political  and  com* 
mercial  intercourfe. 

Great  Britain,  though,  in  appearance,  greatly  injured  by  her  immenfe  lofs  of  territory^ 
would,  neverthelefs^  from  the  excellence  of  her  conllitution  and  the  wifdom  of^her  govern- 
ment; but,  above  all,  from  the  genius  of  induftry  and  perfcvcring  fpirit  of  her  people,  retain^ 
in  all  probability,  the  advantages  and  importance  which  had  fo  long  refulted  from  them,  and 
Aill  maintain  her  fuperior  rank  among  the  powers  of  Europe. 

Among  thofe  trutlis  which  it  moft  concerns  mankind  to  know,  the  Britifh  najtion  had  emi* 
ncntly  proved,  that  the  fplendor  and  felicity  of  a  ftate  by  no  means  depend  on  the  extent  of  its 
territoiialpofleilions,  fo  much  as  on  the  improvement  of  tliole  opportunities  which  are  derived 
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1783  from  nature  and  fitttation.  Thcfe  were  benefits  of  which  no  viciffit^dcs  of  fortune  could  de- 
prive this  country ;  and  it  -was  in  the  regular  experience  of  the  paft  efficacy,  the  confidence  of 
its  future  profperity  looked  for  a  certain  foundation. 

This  truth  had  at  no  time  been  fo  powerfully  elucidated,  as  during  this  terrible  conteft. 
Difpofleflcd  of  thofe  colonics  on  which  it  had  been  conftantly  affirmed  that  hergreatnefs  prin- 
cipally depended, — oppofed  by  them  with  a  force  equal  in  ftrength  and  fpirit  to  that  of  her 
moft  formidable  enemies, — afiailed  by  thefe  in  evary  quarter, — attacked  by  her  antient  allies, 
and  abandoned  by  all  the  world  ;  in  this  tremendous  fituation,  cut  off  from  a  variety  of  her 
former  commercial  refources,  and  relying  wholly  on  hcrfelf,  (he  ftill  found  means  to  refift  the 
,    moft  powerful  combination  that  is  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world.     She  fought  her  foes 
-    by  fea  and  land,  and  with  advantage,  wherever  they  were  to  be  found,  and  on  the  fea  their 
trade  was  nearly  ruined,  while  their  naval  lofles  were  infinitely  fuperior  to  her  own  ;  the 
balance  againft  them,  at  the  clofe  o  ithe  war,  being  28  (hips  of  the  line  and  37  frigates,  carry- 
ing, altogether,  iiear  2,000  guns- 
Having  fuftained  this  dreadful  conflift  with  fo  much  glory,  and  terminated  it  with  fo  much 
honour,  without  the  leaft  affiftance  or  interfering  friendfhip  of  any  power,  againft  fuch  an 
boft  of  enemies,'  Ihe  rofe  from  amidft  all  her  dangers  and  difficulties,  to  ofier  to  the  world  fuch 
a  fpedacle  of  renown  as  the  annals  of  time  had  never  recorded. 

In  confequencc,  however,  of  the  cenfure  pafled  on  the  peace  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  quitted  his  office  of  Firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafury,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  declared  in  Parliament,  that  he  only  held  his  place-  till  a  fucceilbr 
ibould  be  appointed  to  fill  it:  and  as  it  was  fome  time  before  a  new  adminiftration  could  be 
arranged,  a  minifterial  interregnum  enfued,  during  which  time  the  kingdom  remained  without 
a  refponfible  government.  At  length,  on  the  fecond  of  April,  a  new  miniftry  was  announced 
to  the  public,  of  which  the  following  perfons  formed  the  Cabinet  Council :  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, Firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafury, — Lord  North  and  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  Secretaries  of 
State, — Lord  J.  Cavendifli,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,— Lord  Keppcl,  Firft  Commiffioner 
of  the  Admiralty,— Lord  Stormont,  Prefident  of  the  Council^ — Lord  Townfhend,  Mafter 
Qeneral  of  the  Ordnance, — the  Earl  of  Carliflc,  Lord  Privy  Seal,— Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  Secre- 
tary at  War,  &c.  , 

The  firft  objeft  of  importance  that  engaged  the  attention  of  Parliament,  after  the  change  of 
adminiftration,  was  the  opening  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  ftates  of  North  America. 
By  the  prohibitory  aSs  which  had  paflcd  during  the  rebellion,  all  communication  with  that 
country,  in  the  way  of  trade,  had  been  entirely  cut  off;  and  though  it  was  the  prevailing  opi- 
nion in  Parliament,  that  thofe  afts  were  virtually  repealed  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  yet,  in  their  new  charafter,  they  became  fubjeft  to  other 
reftriftions  which  it  was  necejTary  to  relax;  and  modify :  a  bill  for  this  purpofc  had  been 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  late  miniftry;  but,  during  the  great  variety  of 
difcuffions  which  it  underwent,  difficulties  of  fuch  a  complicated  nature  had  arifen,  that  it 
never  got  through  the  committee. 

In  the  mean  time,  no  regulations  whatever  having  been  ftipulatcd  by  the  treaty  of  peace, 
the  commercial  interefts  of  the  country  were  fuffcring  very  materially ;  for  not  6nly  a  number 
ofveilels,  richly  freighted  for  America,  were  detained  in  harbour,  but  there  was  great  danger 
of  having  the  market  pre-occupied  by  our  rivals^  In  this  emergency,  the  new  minifters 
thought  it  beft  to  drop  the  old  bill  for  the  prefent,  and  to  pafs  two  ihort  bills,  one  to  repeal 
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1783  all  the  prohibitory  afts, — ^tbe  other  to  remove  the  neceiEty  of  requiring  manifeftoes  or -other 
documents  for  any  ibipa  belonging  to  tiie  United  States  of  America,  arriving  from  thence  at 
any  port  of  this  kingdom,  or  upon  entering  or  clearing  out  from  any  port  within  the  faid 
United  States,  and  to  lodge  in  the  King  and  Council,  for  a  limited  time,  a  power  to  make 
iuch  other  regulations  as  might  be  expedient. 

On  the  i6th  of  July  the  (eflion  of  Parliament  was  cloJed ;  his  Majctly*s  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes  on  the  occaiion,  contained  nothing  particular,  but  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
fervice  might  require  their  being  called  together  again  at  an  'early  period* 

It  may  be  neceiTary  to  obferve,  that  the  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  con^^ 
tinued  to  be  the  objeA  of  unremitted  inveftigation  in  the  two  parliamentary  committees  ap-* 
pointed  for  that  purpofe,  but  that  the  unfettled  ftate  of  government  prevented  any  effeflual 
meafures  from  being  taken  in  confequence  of  their  reports.  The  proceedings  of  the  enfuing^ 
feffion  will  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  entering  more  particularly  into  thafe  great  and  impor-^ 
tantobjeds. 

The  following  treaty  between  the  Mahrattas^  and  the  Eaft"  fndia  Company,  which  was 
finally  ratified  in  the  month  of  February  in  this  year,  was  a  moft  deiirable  event,  and  promife(P 
the  return  of  (lability  to  our  afr»ii*s  in  the  Eaft.     This  peace  was  negociated  on  principles 
which  were  equally  honourable  to  the  contrafting  parties ;  and,  in.  the  liberality  of  its  articles, 
there  was  a  favourable  prognoftic  of  its  duration. 

**  Article  L  It  is  ftipulated  and  agreed  to  between  the  Honourable  the  Englifh  Eaft  Indis 
Company  and  the  Peihwa,  through  the  mediation  of  Madlioo  Row  Scindia,  that  ail  countries, 
places,  cities^  and  forts,  including  BafTeen,  &c.  which  have  been  taken  from  the  Peihwa, 
during  the  war  that  has  arifen  fince  the  treaty  fettled  by  Colonel  Upton,  and  have  come  inta 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  Englifh,  fhall  be  delivered  up  to  the  Peftiwa.  The  territories,^  forts^ 
cities,  &c.  to  be  reftored,  fhall  be  delivered'  within  the  fpace  of  two  months  from  the  period 
when  this  treaty  (hall  become  complete  (as  hereaftev  defcribed)  to  Aich  perfoas  as  the  Peihwa^ 
or  his  minifter  Nana  Furnavefe  (hall  appoint. 

•*  II.  It  is  agreed  between  the  Engliih  Company  and  the  Peftwa,  that  Salfette,  and  thr^rc 
other  iilands,  viz«  Elephanta,  Caranja,  and  Hog,  which  are  included  in  the  treaty  of  Colonel 
Upton,  (hall  continue  for  ever  in  the  poilelTion  of  the  Englifh.  If  any  other  iilands  have  bee» 
taken  in  the  courfc  of  the  prefent  war,  they  (hall  bedelivcFed  up  to  the  Pefhwa. 

**  III.  Whereas  it  was  ftipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Colonel  Upton, 
'  That  the  Pe(hwa  and  all  the  chiefs  of  the  Mahratta  ftate,  do  agree  to  give  the  Engliih  Com-' 
'  pany  for  ever  all  right  and  title  to  the  city  fiaroach,  as  full  and  complete  as  ever  they  colIe£t« 

*  ed  from  the  Moguls  or  other wiie,  without  retaining  any  claina  of  Chout,  or  any  other  claims 

*  whatever  ;  fo  that  the  Englifh  Company  (hall  pofiefs  it  without  participation  or  claim  of  any 
'  kind.'     This  article  is  accordingly  continued  in  full  force  and  etk&. 

**  IV.  Tl>e  Peihwa  having  formerly,  in  the  treaty  of  Colonel  Uptow,  agreed^  by  way  of 
friendlhip,  to  give  up  th  Englifh  a  country  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  near  Baroach,  the  Eng- 
liih do  now,  at  the  requeft  of  Madhoo  Row  SciiKiia,  coiifent  to  relinquifh  their  claim  to  the 
(aid  country  in  favour  of  the  Peihwa. 

"  V.  The  country  which  Sceajee  and  Futty  Sing  Gwiekwar  gave  to  the  Englift,  and 
which  is  mentioned  in  the  feventh  article  of  the  treaty  with  Colonel  Upton,  being  tfaereift 
kft  in  a  ftate  of  fufpenfe  ^  tiie  EngHilH  with  a  view  to  obviate  all  futore  difputes^  now  Agree, 

that 
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1783  that  it  (hall  be  rcftored,  and  it  is  hereby  fettled,  that,  if  the  (aid  country  be  a  part  of  the  cfta- 
blifhed  territory  of  the  Gwickwar,  it  (hall  be  refiored  to  the  Gwickwar ;  and  if  it  (hall  be  a 
part  of  the  Pelhwa's  tcrti  ories,  it  (hall  be  reftored  to  the  Pe(hwa. 

**  VI.  The  Engli(h  engage,  that  having  allowed  Ragonaui  Row  a  period  of  four  months, 
from  the  time  in  which  this  treaty  (liall  become  complete,  to  fix  on  a  place  of  refidence,  they  will 
not  after  the  expiration  of  the  faiJ  period  afford  him  any  fupport,  prote£tion,  or  alfiftance, 
nor  fupply  him  with  money  for  his  expcnces :  and  the  Peftiwa  on  his  part  engages,  that  if 
Ragonaut  Row  will  voluntarily,  and  of  his  own  accord,  repair  to  Maha  Rajah  Madhoo  Row 
Scindia,  and  quietly  refide  with  him,  the  fum  of  25,000  rupees  per  month  (hall  be  paid  him 
for  his  maintenance,  and  no  injury  whatever  (hall  be  oifcicd  to  him  by  the  PeQiwa,  or  any  of 
,  his  people. 

*'  VII.  The  Honourable  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  and  the  Pe(hwa,  being  defirous 
that  their  rcfpeftivc  allies  (hall  be  included  in  this  peace,  it  is  hereby  mutually  (lipulated, 
that  each  party  (hall  make  peace  with  the  allies  of  the  other  in  the  manner  herein-after  fpe- 

cified. 

**  VIII.  The  territory  which  has  long  been  the  eftablifhed  jaghcer  of  Seeajee  Gwickwar, 
and  Futty  Sing  Gwickwar,  that  is  to  fay,  whatever  territory  Futty  Sing  Gwickwar  poffcfCcd 
at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  (hall  hereafter  for  ever  remain  on  the  ufual  footing 
in  his  pofTeffion ;  and  the  faid  Futty  Sing  fliall,  from  the  date  of  this  treaty  being  complete, 
pay' for  the  future  to  the  Pefliwa  the  tribute  as  ufual,  previous  to  the  prefent  war;  and  (hall 
perform  fuch  fervices,  and  be  fubjcft  to  fuch  obedience  as  have  long  been  eftabliflied,  and 
cuftomary.  No  claims  (liall  be  made  on  the  faid  Futty  Sing,  by  the  Pe(hwa,  for  the  period 
that  is  paft. 

"  IX.  The  Pelhwa  engages,  that  whereas  the  Nabob  Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  having  concluded  a 
treaty  with  him,  hath  diflurbed  and  taken  poilefTion  of  territories  belonging  to  the  Englifli  and 
their  allies,  he  (hall  be  made  to  relinquifh  them,  and  they  (liall  be  reftored  to  the  Company, 
and  the  Nabob  Mahomed  Ally  Cawn.  All  prifoners  that  have  been  taken  on  ehher  fide  dur- 
ing the  war,  (hall  be  rclcafed,  and  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  (liall  be  made  to  relinqui(h  all  fuch  ter- 
li.ories  belonging  to  the  Engli(h  Company,  and  their  allies,  as  he  may  have  taken  pofliflion 
of  (ince  the  ninth  of  the  month  Ramazan,  in  the  year  1180,  being  the  date  of  his  treaty  with 
the  Pc(hwa ;  and  the  faid  territories  (hall  be  delivered  over  to  the  Engliih,  and  the  Nabob 
Mahomed  Ally  Cawn,  within  fix  months  after  this  treaty  being  complete :  and  the  Englifli 
in  fuch  ca(e  agreed,  that  fo  long  as  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  fliall  afterwards  abflain  from  ho(yiities 
againft  them  and  their  allies,  and  fo  long  as  he  fliall  continue  in  friendfhip  with  the  Pefliwa, 
that  they  will,  in  no  refpeft,  afl  hoftilely  towards  him. 

**  X.  The  Pe(hwa  engages  on  his  own  behalf,  as  well  ^s  on  behalf  of  the  Nabob  Nizam 
Ally  Cawn,  Ragojee  Boufala,  Syna  Saheb  Souba,  and  the  Nabob  Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  that 
they  (hall  in  every  refpcft  maintain  peace  towards  the  Engli(h  and  their  allies  the  Nabob  Afoph 
ul  Dowlah  Behader,  and  the  Nabob  Mahomed  Ally  Cawn  Behader,  and  (hall  in  no  refpeft 
whatever  give  them  any  difturbancc.  The  Englifli  engage  on  their  own  behalf,  as  well  as  on 
thebehalf  of  their  allies  the  Nabob  Afoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  the  Nabob  Mahomed  Ally  Cawn, 
that  they  (hall  in  every  rtfpcfk  maintain  peace  towards  the  Pe(hwa,  and  his  allies  the  Nabob 
Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  Ragojee  Boufala,  and  Syna  Saheb:  and  the  Englifli  further  engage  on 
their  own  behalf,  as  well  as  on  the  behalf  of  their  allies,  that  they  will  maintain  peace  alfo 
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1783  towards  the  Nabob  Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  under  the  conditions  fpecified  in  the  ninth  article  of 
this  treaty, 

"  XL  The  Honoiirable  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  the  Pcfhwa,  mutually  agree,  that  the 
veflels  of  each  (hall  oiFer  no  difturbance-to  the  navigation  of  the  veflels  of  the  other :  and  the 
^veflcls  of  each  fhall  be  allowed  accefs  to  the  ports  of  the  other,  where  they  ftiall  meet  with  no 
moleftationv  and  the  fuUeft  prote^ion  fhail  be  reciprocally  afforded. 

"  XII.  The  Peftiwa,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Mahratta  ftate,  hereby  agree,  that  the  Englifli 
ihall  enjoy  the  privilege  of  trade  as  formerly,  in  the  Mahratta  territories,  and  (hall  meet  with 
no  kind  of  interruption:  and  in  the  fame  manner,  the  Eaft  India  Company  agree,  that  th© 
fubje6ts  of  the  Pe(hwa  (hall  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  trade  without  interruption  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Englilh. 

**  XIII,  The  Pcfhwa  hereby  engages,  that  he  will  not  fuffer  any  faflories  of  other  Euro- 
pean nations  to  be  cftablifhed  in  his  territories,  or  thofe  of  the  chiefs  dependent  on  him,  ex- 
cepting only  fuch  as  are  already  cftablifhed  by  the  Portuguefe  ;  and  he  will  hold  no  iiuercourfc 
of  friendfhip  with  any  other  European  nations  :  and  the  Englifh  on  their  part  agree,  that  they 
will  not  afford  affiftance  to  any  nation  of  Decan,  or  Hindoftan,  at  enmity  with  the  Pefhwa. 

"  XIV.  The  Englifh  and  the  Pefhwa  mutually  agree,  that  neither  will  afford  any  kind  of 
^(liftance  to  the  enemies  of  the  other. 

*^  XV.  The  Honourable  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Fort  William  engage,  that 
they  will  not  permit  any  of  the  chiefs,  dependents,  or  fubjefts  of  the  Englifh,  the  gentlemen 
of  Bombay,  Surat,  or  Madras,  to  aft  contrary,  at  any  place,  to  the  terms  of  this  treaty.  In 
the  fame  manner  the  Pefhwa  Madhoo  Row  Pundit  Purdhan  engages,  that  none  of  the  chiefs 
or  fubjeAs  of  the  Mahratta  ftate  (hall  a£l  contrary  to  them. 

*•  XVI.  The  Honourable  Eaft  India  Company,  and  the  Pefhwa  Madhoo  Row  Pundit 
Purdhan,  having  the  fuUeft  confidence  in  Maha  Rajah  Subadar  Madhoo  Row  Scindia  Behader, 
they  have  both  requefted  the  faid  Maha  Rajah  to  be  the  mutual  guarantee  for  the  perpetual 
and  invariable  adherence  of  both  parties  to  the  conditions  of  this  treaty  ;  and  the  faid  Madhoo 
Row  Scindia,  fitfyn.  a.  regard  to  the  welfare  of  both  ftates,  hath  taken  upon  himfelf  the  mutual 
guarantee.  If  either  of  the  parties  Ihall  deviate  from  the  conditions  of  this  treaty,  the  faid 
Maha  Rajah  will  join  the  other  party,  and  will  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  endeavour  to  bring 
the  aggrefibr  to  a  proper  underftanding. 

**  XVII.  It  is  hereby  agreed,  that  whatever  territories,  forts  or  cities  in  Guzzerat,  were 
granted  by  Ragonaut  Row  to  the  Englifh,  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Colonel  Upton,  and  have 
come  into  their  poffefSon,  the  reftitution  of  which  was  ftipulated  in  the  feventh  article  of  the 
faid  treaty,  (hall  be  reftored  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  faid  treaty. 

**.  This  treaty,  confifting  of  fcventcen  articles,  is  fettled  at  Salbey,  in  the  camp  of  Maha 
Rajah  Subadar  Madhoo  Row  Scindia,  on  the  fourth  of  the  month  Jemmad  ul  Saany,  in  the 
year  1187  of  the  Hegira,  correfponding  with  the  17th  of  May,  1782,  of  the  Chriflian  ara, 
by  the  faid  Maha  Rajah,  and  Mr.  David  Andcrfon.  A  copy  hereof  (liall  be  fent,  by  each  of 
the  above-named  perfons,  to  their  refpcQive  principals  at  Fort  William  and  Poonah  ;  anJ  on 
both  copies  being  returned,  the  one  under  the  feal  of  the  Honourable  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
and  fignature  of  the  Honourable  Governor  General  and  Council  of  For;  William,  (hall  be 
delivered  to  Maha  Rajah  Madhoo  Row  Scindia  Bchader,  and  the  other  under  the  feal  of  riic 
Pefhwa  Madhoo  Row  Pundit  Purdhan,  and  the  fignature  of  Ballagec  Pundit  Nana  Furnavefc, 
Vol.  IV.  s?  .      (hall 


48a  AH    HISTOKieAt    AMD    CHKO  VOI.O0f  C  AL    DSDDCTIOV 

A.    D. 

1783  fhall  be  delirercd  to  Mr.  Anderfoni  thii  treaty  fiiall  t»  deemed  complete  and  rati&d,  uid  the 
articks  herein  contained  {hall  become  binding  on  both  the  contradii^  panics. 

Written  in  the  Mabratta  character,  by  Ragoo  Bhow  Dewan.     "  In  all  feventeen  articles, 
on  tbc4th  ol'Jeminad  ul  Akher,  or  the  jthof  Jeyt  Adcck,  io  the  Sbukui  Pattafa,  uitbe 
year  1182." 
Snbfcribcd  in  the  Mabraita  cbarafter,  by  Mahajce  Sciodia^  oa  the  Cune  day. 
Agreed  to  what  is  above  written, 

(Signed,!  D.  AnoKKSort. 


James  Anmrsoh.i    ^^^„^n-^,^ 
William  Blaik,  J 


Atrue  tranflation,  J.  Ahdeksoh,  Afliftant  to  tBe  Embafly. 

*'  Subrcribed  in  the  hand  writing  of  Nana  Fumavefe."  Done  by  mc  Ballajee  Inardine,  oi» 
the  15th  of  Mohumim,  in  the  year  1185  (December  ao,  1782J  under  the  fmall  fcal  of 
the  Pefhwa,  ratified  alfo  by  Scindia,  the '21ft  of  RablHe  ui  Owal;  coooterpart  fubfcribed 
by  Mr.  Anderfon,  the  24th  of  February,   1783. 

Nothing  could  be  more  advantageous,  or  happen  more  opportunely  for  Ae  Englifli,  than 
the  concluHon  of  this  treaty  with  the  Mahrattas  at  foch  a  critical  period :  for,  independent  of 
its  commercial  bcncfiu,  particularly  that  granted  by  the  ninth  article,  whereby  the  fole  right 
of  ciUbliibing  faOories  in  the  Mahialta  ftates  is  vefted  in  the  Eaft  India  Company,  the  de- 
taching fo  powerful  a  people  from  the  intcreft  of  Hyder  AJly,  and  converting  a  formidable 
enemy  into  an  adive  friend,  was  a  moft  happy  Aroke  of  policy,  cfpcctally  as  our  a&irs  on  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  a  Ihort  time  fubfcquent  to  this,  took  a  very  unfavourable  turn, — the  expe- 
dition of  General  Matthews  into  the  Canaree  country  having  entirely  failed,  his-  army  being 
wholly  cut  off,  and  himfcif  taken  prifoner. — Of  this  unfortunate  tratUbdion  we  fball  here  give 
the  following  brief  ftatcment. 

On  the  5^  of  January,  in  this  year.  General  Matthews  ftormed  the  city  of  Onore,  fituated 
about  300  ioilcs  to  the  foutb  of  Bombay,  and  one  of  the  principal  places  in  the  country  of 
Canaree.  The  death  of  Hyder  Ally  happening  about  this  time,  had  cMJied  the  gr«atefl  ex- 
pe£tation  in  his  enemies,  of  being  able  to  profit  by  this  event.  The  prcfidency  of  Bombay, 
in  confequence  of  it,  fent  orders  to  General  Matthews  to  proceed  with  all  the  force  he  could 
colleA,  in  order  to  gain  pofleffion  of  Bcdnnre,  the  capital  of  the  Canaree  country,  by  which 
means  the  treafures  of  Hyder  Ally,  which  were  reputed-tobe  inmenfe,  would  fall  into  his 
hands,  with  all  the  magazines  of  war.  Colonel  Macleod,  with  as  many  troths  as  could  be 
fpared  from  our  polTeflions  in  Myfore,  having  joined  General  Matthews,  the  open  country 
was  fpcedily  reduced ;  Bednure,  which  now  bore  the  name  of  Hyder  Nagur,  being  incapable 
of  defence,  was  furrendcred,  with  all  its  treafures,  on  certain  ftipulations,  to  the  Britilh  com- 
mander; Mangalore  and  Carwar>  two  firong  fortrelles  on  the  coafl,  were  alfo  taken,  and  this 
fertile  and  favourite  country  was  completely  fubdued.  ** 

On  the  furrender  of  BedAore,  which  took  place  in  the  beginning  of  February,  the  Britifhr 
commander  imprifoned  the  Indian  governor,  in  dire3  violation  of  the  articles  of  capitulation* 
aiul  committed  various  irregularities  which  gave  great  offence  to  hii  principal  ofGccrs.  Col, 
Macleod,  Colonel  Humberfione  and  Major  Shaw  left  the  army,  in  the  raidit  of  its  progrefs, 
and  retired  to  Bombay.  Thefe  officers  belonged  to  the  King's  troops,  and  were  men  of  ap- 
proved honour  and  courage.  The  moll  bitter  recriminations  took  place  between  them  and 
the  General  after  this  retreat.     One  point  of  difpute  among  them  was  a  matter  of  rank :  the 
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ijS!^  comtxiander  w&s  a  general  only  on  the  Company's  ftafF,  and  Coloiiel  Macfeod  W^s  a  fehicfr 
officer  in  the  King's  fervice.  Anotlier  queftion  refpeacd  the  pluhdcr  of  Tippoo  SiiVs  unfor- 
tunate fubjeds.  The  difgufted  officers  charged  Gcncrat Matthews  with  makihg  a  private  agree- 
ment with  the  Viceroy,  fubfcqucnt  to  the  general  capitdation,  by  which  that  Prince  hafd  been 
permitted  to  claim  a  confiderablc  treafure  that  was  at  flrft  deftined  for  the  phinder  of  the  army. 
The  General,  in  return,  declared,  that  his  whole  forces  were  loofe  and  unfeeling  as*  the  moft 
licentious  freebooters',  and  that  their  mutinous' difpofitions  and  unruly  behaviour,  had  render- 
edit  impoffible  for  him  to  take  thoft  meafures  which  might  be  neceffary  for  the  pfcfcrvation  of 
his  conqueft. 

The  Prefid<Jney  of  Bombay  took  the  moft  decided  part  with  Colonel  Macleod ;  and  on  the 
27th  of'  March  they  determrned  to  remove  General  Matthews  and  appointed  Colonel  Macleod  ' 
to.  fucceed  him.  In  tile  mean  time,  they  received  intelligence  from  the  General  of  a  force 
coUefting  againft  him^  and  the  moft  preffing  applications  for  a  reinforcement.  But,  whether 
from  inability,  or  the  impreffion  they  felt  from  the  di {approbation  of  his  conduft,  we  cannot 
immediately  determine,  no  reinforcement  was  prepared.  Colonel  Madeod,  who  left  Bombay 
on  the  5th  of  April,  took  with  him  only  the  Ranger  cutter  to  convey  him  to  the  fortrefs  of 
Onore. 

The  lofe  of  Mangalore  was  an  objeft  of  great  concern  to  Tippoo  Saib,  who  had  fucceeded 
to  his  father's  defigns  aswelFas  to  his  power:  asby  thefurrender  of  his  principal  fea-pbrt,  an 
«nd  was  putto-theprojeft  of  becoming  a  maritime  power,  which  Hyder  Ally  had  formed  and  . 
brought  into  fomewh^at  of  a  ftate  of  maturity, — a  number  of  ftoiit  ihips,  three  af  which  were 
of  the  line,  being  already  far  advanced  in  their  conftruftion.  This  Prince,  therefore,  pre- 
pared immediately  to  march  againft  the  Britifh  forces  in  the  Bednure  countr]^,  refolving  to 
evacuate  the  Carnatic,  rather  than  lofe  a  province  which  his  father  had  made  the  feat  of  his 
empire  and  his  favourite  refidence. 

Tlie  army  with  which  Tippoo.  Saib  advanced  to  therefcue  of  his  capital,  amounted  to 
100,000  nxen.  The  force  which  General  Matthews  had  to  oppofe  him,  amounted  only  to 
between  2,000  and  3,000,  of  whom  600  or  700  only  were  Europeans.  It  had  been  expefted 
by  his  officers,  that,  on  being  apprifed  of  the  multitudes  that  were  approaching,  he  would  have 
pofted'hinffeif  at  the  paftes  on  the  mountains  leading  down  to  the  fea  coaft,  where,  it  was 
believed,  he  might  cfitiluaUy  have  protefted  his  late,  conquefts ;  but,  as  it  muft  appear, 
under  the  moft  extreme  degree  of  infatuation,  he  marched  out  of  Bednbre,  and  gave  battle  to 
Tippoo  Saib  in  an  open  plain.  The  refult  of  his  temerity  was,  that,  after  alhort  conteft,  his 
.  little  army  was  routed  with  great  flaughter,  ^nd  he  Wais  obliged,  with  the  remain^  of  his  fmali 
fbrce,  to  take  (helter  in  a  fortrefs  that  ftood  upon  an  eminence  near  the  towii, — liere  tliey  were 
immediatety  invefted  ;  where,  after  fuftaining  a  ficge  of  near  three  weeks,  he  at  length  offered 
to  capitulate*  The  terms  obtained  of  Tippoo  Saib  were,  the  fecurity  of  private  property,  and 
that  the  Britifli  forces  (bould  be  conduced  in  fafety  to  Bombay.  But  as  thele  conditions  de- 
prived'thc^rrifon  of  thetmmenfe  booty  it  had  acquired  by  the  taking  of  Bednurei  an  avarici- 
ous endeavour  was  made  to  elude  them  r  for  this  purpofe,  the  treafures  that  had  been  found  in 
the  fortrefs  was  divided  entirely  among  the  garrifon,  and  no  part  of  it  was  left  to  the  con- 
queror, to  whom,  according  to  the  capitulation,  the  whole  belonged :  but  this  contrivance 
was  foon  difcovered,  and  being  interpreted  by  Tippoo  Saib  as  an  infraftion  of  the  agreement 
made  on  the  part  ^f  the  garrifon,  he  refolved,  from  that  moment,  to  coniider  the  articles  of 
thccapitulationto  be>  annulledby  it. '  In  cofifequcnce  6f  this  rcfolution,  the  General,  with 
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1783  all  hi^  officers  and  men,  were  put  under  confinementy  and  ftrtpped  of  all  tfaey  pollefled.  After 
fuiFering  the  greateft  indignities,  they  were  fent,  loaded  with  irons,  to  a  fort  up  the  country, 
where  they  endured  a  long  and  barbarous  imprifonment.  The  fate  of  their  unfortunate  Ge- 
neral has  been  varioufly  reported  T  both  he  and  feveral  officers  are  faid  to  have  been  put  to  deatb 
with  circumftances  of  the  greateft  cruelty. 

Immediately  after  the  reduftion  of  Bednure,  Tippoo  Saib  appeared,  witli  his  vaft  army, 
before  Mangalore,  the  recovery  of  which  was  the  next  great  objeft  of  his  wifhes :  the  place  was 
well  commanded  and  well  garrifoned ;  but  the  defences  were  in  no  degree  worthy  the  defenders; 
fo  that  it  required  all  the  abilities  of  Major  Campbell,  feconded  by  the  approved  valour  of  the 
4ad  regiment,  and  fupported  by  fome  brave  battalions  of  fepoys,  to  fupply  the  defedls  of  the 
fortifications.     While  the  place  was  completely  inveftcd  by  the  Oriental  troops,  the  operations^ 
of  t\i6  fiege  were  carried  on  by  the  French  troops  that  had  accompanied  them  from  the  Car— 
hatic.     In  fhort,  notwithftanding  a  moft  gallant  defence  was  made  by  Major  Campbell,  his 
garrifon  was  at  length  reduced  to  very  great  extremity  j  but  they  were  fortunately  relieved  front 
the  toils  and  dangers  of  their  fituation,  by  the  news  which  arrived  in  the  month  of  July  of 
the  general  peace.     This  was  a  fevere  difappointment  to  Tippoo  Saib,  who  had  expe£ted  in  a^ 
few  days  to  have  been  matter  of  Mangalore,  when  the  French  commander  acquainted  him, 
that  his  orders  forbade  him  to  aft  any  longer  againft  the  Englifli.     The  fiege  of  Mangalore: 
was  then  convened  to  a  blockade,  and  though  peace  was.  in  agrtirtion,  Tippoo  ufed  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  ftarve  them  into  a  furrender ;  but  the  arrival  ofGeneral  Macleod,  witlta  ftrong 
force  from  Bombay,  upon  the  coaft,  obliged  him,,  unwillingly,^  to  confent  to  their  receiving, 
a  fupply. 

No  military  event,  of  any  confideration,  afterwards  took  place  on  the  Malabar  coaft.— >^ 
Carwar,  Qnore,  and  fome  other  forts,  as  well  as  Mangalore,  ftill  continued  in  the  hands  of 
the  Englifh,  until,  by  the  peace  concluded  between  the  Company  and  Tippoo  Saib,  in  the 
following  year,  a  general  reftitutioaof  the  conquefts  oaboth  lides  took,  place,  and  the  tran* 
quillity  of  India  was,,  for  the  prefent,  fully  reftored« 

During  thefe  tranfa£lions  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  various  military  operations  were  carryinr: 
on  along  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  From  the  time  that  Sir  Eyre  Coote  left  the  command  to 
General  Stuart,  to  the  end  of  thelaft  year^  this  officer  was  emplpyed  in  obferving  the  motion^ 
of  the  enemy,  and.  pre  venting  them  from  becoming  mafters  of  feveral  places^  at  which  their 
force  was  directed. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  feafoafor  aflion,  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Bengal  determined 
to  fend  an  ample  fupply  to  the  Prefidency  of  Madras,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  put  a  final 
and  fuccefsful  termination  to  the  war,  which  Tippoo  Saib  feemed  to  poiTefs  an  hereditary  dif- 
pofition  to  profccute.  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  had,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  gone  by  fea  to 
Bengal,  was  now  entruftcd  by  them  with  a  large  fum  of  money,  with  which  he  embarked  for 
Madras  :  but  when  he  had  almoft  reached  his  deftination,  he  found  himfelf  in  danger  of  being 
taken  by  two  French  men  of  war;  they  chaced  him  48-hours, — during  which  time  the  folici- 
tude  and  fatigue  he  under-went,  in  continuing  almoft  the  whole  time  upon  deck,  occafioned 
a  relapfe  of  his  former  illnefs.  The  fhip  and  treafure  got  fafe  into  Madras,  but  to  the  irre- 
parable lofs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  as  well  as  of  his  country,  the  General  lived  but  two 
days  after  his  arrival. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Stuart  feized  the  opportunity  of  Tippoo  Saib's  having  qtlitted 
the  Carnatic,  to  fend  Colonel  Fullarton,  with  a  confidcrablc  force,  to  invade  the  province  of 
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1783  Coimbafonr.    The  fucccffcs  of  this  officer  were  great  and  rapid ;  but  General  Stuart,  from  the 
snore  important  operations  he  had  in  view,  was  obliged  to  recal  him  in  the  midft  of  them. 

Though  the  retreat  of  Tippoo  Saib  was  an  event  of  very  great  importance,  the  advantage 
was  by  no  means  complete  while  a  powerftil  body  of  French  troops  remained  in  pofleflion  of 
Cuddalore,  which  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras,  the  befiegihg  Tt  was  confidered  as 
a  neceflary,  though  very  hazardous  meafurc,  as  much  attention  had  been  employed  in  fortifying 
It :  General  Stuart,  however,  determined  to  undertake  it,  and,  on  the  7th  of  June,  he  ap^ 
peared  before  it.  That  officer  made  his  attacks  with  great  judgment,  courage  and  perfeverancc; 
the  garrifon  defended  the  town  with  great  fpirit,  and  the  ficge  was  attended  with  much  blood-- 
ftied  and  (laughter  to  both  armies. 

While  General  Stuart  prefled  Cuddalore  by  land,  Sir  Edward  Hughes  lay  off  the  harbour 
to  cut  off  its  communication  by  fea.  This  fleet  had  fuffered  a  great  diminution  of  men  from 
the  fcurvy.  The  violence  and  contagion  of  the  diforder  had  made  it  neceflfary  to  fet  numbers 
of  them  afliore  for  the  prefervatibn  of  their  lives.  In  order,  therefore,  to  give  M.  de  Suffreiix 
fuch  a  deciffve  fuperiority  in  point  of  men,  as  might  enable  him  at  once  to  board  the  Britilh 
fquadron,  At.  de  Bufly,  who  commanded  atjCuddalorci  fent  him  1,200  of  his  beff  troops.— 
Thus  provided,  it  was  expefled  that  the  French  Admiral  would'not  hefitate  to  clofe  upon  the 
Englifti,  who,  though  they  bad  two  (hips  of  the  line  more  than  the  enemy,  were  fb  weakly 
manned  from  the  caufe  already  affigned,  that  the  real  advantage  lay  entirely  on  the  other  fide. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  Ml  De  Suffrein  approached  the  Britilh  fl6et  in  order  of  battle,  and 
though  the  enemy  had  the  wind  in  their  favour,  Sir  Edward  Hughes  immediately  brought  to 
in  order  to  receive  them.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  engagement*  btgan,  and 
lafted.  till  (even  o'clock,  when  the  French  flfeet  hauled' off,  having  preferved  a  moft  guarded 
diftance  during  the  wholcof  the  combat.  The  enemy  retired  in  the  night  to  Pondicherry, 
•  whither  Sir  Edward  Hughes  followed  them.  On  the  22d,  he  braved  them  during  the  day, 
and  anchored  in  the  evening  within  fight  of  them  :  but  the  want  of  water  was  now  fo  extreme, 
and  the  number  of  fick  and  wounded  fo  great,  that  the  Admiral  was  under  the  neceflity  of 
proceeding  to  Madras,  in  order  to  land  the  one  and' to  procure  a  fupply  of  the  other.  The 
lofs  of  men  in  theEngliffi  fleet,  in  this  engagement,  amounted  to  99  killed  and  431  wounded; 
that  of  the  enemy  was  confiderably  greater.  This  was  the  laft  battle  between  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  and  M.  de  Suffrein,  and  concluded  the  naval  operations  between  the  Englifh  and 
French  in  the  Eafl  Indies.. 

Oil  the  25th  of  this  month,  the  garrifon  of  Cuddalorei  which  had  been  ffrengthened  by  a 
body  of  near  4,000  men  from  M.  de  Suffrein's  fquadron,  made  a  mofl  vigorous  fally,  which 
was  repelled  with  the  greatcft  bravery  by  tlie  befiegers.  In  Ihort,  the  conteft  appeared  to  have 
been  proceeding  in  a  manner  that  promifed  nothing  but  tuin  to  the  parties  engaged  in  it, 
when  fortunately,  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  more  human  blood,  the  news  of  peace  arrived  at 
Madras,  and  on  the  4th  of  July  a  ccffation  of  hoftilities  was  compleatly  fettled. 

In  the  month  of  Febraary,  in  this  year,  a  treaty  was  ligned  between  the  Emprefs  of  Huffia 
and  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  as  follows: 

**  Article  I.  Their  Majefties  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  and  the  Queen  of  Portugal, 
convinced  of  the  folidity  and  forcible  evidence  of  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  declaration 
bearing  date  the  28th  of  February  1780,  concerning  the  armed  neutrality,  their  above-faid 
Majefties  do  declare,  tliat  they  not  only  affent  freely  and  fully  to  the  laid  principles j  but  on 
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1783  all  occafions  will  concur,  by  every  efficacious  means^  to  keep  tbem.up  in  thejr  full  force,  aa(( 
to  take  care  that  they  be  fcrupulouily  adhered  to. 

*'  II.  Be  it  underftoody  that  the  prefent  convention  is  not,  by  any  means,  to  be  conftrued' 
as  tending  to  annul  the  treaties  now  fubfifUng  between  the  diftinA  powers  of  Ruflia  or  Por- 
tugal, or  any  other  European  court  whatever;  but,  on  the  contrary,  fuch  treaties,  and  the 
ilipulations  therein  made,  will  as  fully  bind  the  faid  powers  as  they  did  any  time  previous  to 
the  faid  convention,  which  is  not  to  invalidate,  much  lefs.to  enforce  a  violation  of  the  faid 
treaties. 

**  IIL  The  two  high  contra£liQg  power's  will  continue  to  obfervc  the  moftexa£t  neutrality, 
and  rigoroufly  enforce  the  preventing  of  all  prohibited  trade  being  carried  on  by  their  refppdive 
fubjeds  with  the  powers^  now  at  war.  By  prohibited  trade  is  underftood  all  thofe  goods  and 
rnerchandizes,  verbatim  expreifed  in  the  loth  and  nth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce^  con « 
eluded  between  Ruffiaand  Great  Britain,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1766. 

**  IV,'  In  cafe,  notwithftanding  all  imaginable  care  to  prevent  it,  the  Ruffian  or  Portu- 
guefe  merchantmen  fhould  be  taken  or  infulted  by  ihips  belonging  to  any  of  the  bejh'gerent 
powers,  the  complaints  of  the  aggrieved  fovereigh  fhall  be  fupported  and  enforced  by  the 
other  confederates  moft  ferious  and  urgent  remonftrances :  and  if,  contrary  to  all  expectation, 
juftice  fhould  be  denied,  the  faid  high  contracting  powers  will  concert  together  on  the  means 
of  obtaining  redrefs  by  reprifals. 

***  V.  If  it  (hould  fo  happen,  that  either  or  both  of  the  faid  powers  be  attacked  or  molefled, 
on  account  and  in  hatred  of  tlie  prefent  convention,  they  (hall  join  together  for  a  mutual  de<^ 
fence,  in  order  to  procure  theipfelves  a  full  fatisfaftion,  both  to  the  infult  offered  tp  their  flag 
and  the  damages  fuflained  by  their  fubjeCls. 

^*  VI.  The  prefent  flipulation  fhall  be  permanent  on  both  fides,  and  be  adduced  as  a  rule, 
whenever  the  right  of  neutrality  fhall  be  called  in  queftion. 

**  VI L  The  two  contrading  powers  will  give  notice,  amicably,  to  the  fovereigns  now  at 
war,  of  this  prefent  mutual  agreement. 

-    **  VIIL  The  prefent  convention  fhall  be  ratified  by  the  contrading  powers,  and  the  faid 
ratifications  interchanged  within  four  months  from  the  date  hereof,  or  fooner  if  pofIible« 
t^  They  have  been  ratified  fincc  and  exchanged^ 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  plenipotentiaries,  &c.  have  figned  and  fealed  the  prefent. 
Given  at  Peter fburg,  February  1783. 

(Signed,)  "  (L- S.)  Comte  John  D'Osterman. 

*'  (L.  S.)  Alexander  oe  Bezborodko. 
**  (L.  S.)  Pierre  de  Bocounin. 
«*  (L.  S.)  Fr.  Jos.  D'Horta  Ma*chado." 

On  the  third  day  of  Aprilin  this  year,  the  following  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  was 
figned  at  Paris,  between  the  King  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

**  Article  I.  There  fhall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  univerfal  peace,  and  a  true  and  finccre 
friendfhip  between  the  King  of  Sweden,  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  fubje£t«  of  his  Majefly  and  thofe  of  the  faid  States  ;  and  between  the  coun- 
tries, iflands,  cities  and  towns,  fituated  under  the  jurifdi£lio"h  of  the  King  and  of  the  faid 
United  States,  without  any  exception  of  perfons  or  places  ;  and  the  conditions  agreed  to  in 
this  prefent  treaty,  (hall  be  perpetual  and  permanent  between  the  King,  his  heirs  and  fuc- 
cefTors, and  the  United  States. 

"  II.  The 


Of      THE      6  R  I  G  I  K      b  P      C  O  M  M  E  R  C  Er  4^7 

A.  b. 

IJ^S^  **  it.  irhc  King  and  the  Un'iicd  States  engage  mutually  not  to  grant  hfercafter  any  particu- 
lar  flvA'iir  to  other  nations  in  rcfpeft  to  commerce  and  navigation,  which  fhall  not  immediately 
become  common  to  the  other  party,  who  Ihall  enjoy  the  fame  favour  freely,  if  the  conceffioa 
was  freely  made,  or  on  allowing  the  fame  tompenfation,  if  the  conceffion  was  conditional. 

**  III.  The  fubjcfts  of  the  King  of  Sweden  fhall  not  pay  in  the  ^orts,  havens,  roads,  coun- 
tries, iAands,  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  nor  greater  duties  or  im- 
pofts,  of  what  nature  foever  they  may  be,  than  thofe  which  the  moft  favoured  nations  are  or 
Ihall  be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities 
and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  which  the  faid  nations  do  or  fhall  6nj.oy,  . 
whether  in  pafBng  from  one  port  to  another  of  the  United  States,  or  in  going  to  or  from  the* 
fame,  from  or  to  any  part  of  the  world  whatever. 

**  IV.  The  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of' the  faid  United  States  fhaH  hot  pay  in  the  ports,, 
havens,  rdads,  iflands,  cities  and  towns  under  the  denomination  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  any 
other  or  greater  duties  or  impofls,  of  what  nature  foever  they  may  be,  or  by  what  name  foever 
called,  than  thofe  which  the  moft  favoured  nations  are  or  fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they 
fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in  trade,  naviga* 
tion  and  commerce,  which  the  faid  nations  do  or  fhall  enjoy,  whether  in  pafling  from  one 
port  to  another  of  the  dominion  of  his  faid  Majefly,  'or  in  going  to  or  from  tlie  fame,  from  or* 
to  any  part  of  the  world  whatever. 

**  V.  There  fhall  be  granted  a  full,  perfeflr  and  entire  liberty  of  confcience  to  the  inha** 
bitants  and  fubjefts  of  each  party;  and  no  perfon  fliall  be  molefled  on  account  of  his  worfhip, 
provided  he  fubmits  fo  far  as  regards  the  public  demonflration  of  it  to  the  laws  of  the  country: 
moreover,  liberty  fhall  be  granted,  when  any  of  the  fubjefts  or  inhabitants  of  either  party  die 
in  the  territory  of  the  other,  to  bury  them  in  convenient  and  decent  places,  which  fhall  be 
afligned  for  the  purpofe  :  ind  the  two  contrafting  parties  will  provide,  each  in  its  jurifdif^ion, 
that  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  refpeftively  may  obtain  certificates  of  the  death,  in  cafe  the 
delivery  of  them  is  required. 

**  VI.  The  fubjefts  of  the  contrafting  parties  in  the  refpeftive  flates,  may  freely  difpofe  of 
their  goods  and  eifFe'fts  either  by  teflament,  donation  or  otherwife,  in  favour  of  fuch  perfons 
as  they  think  proper ;  and  their  heir|  in  whatever  place  they  fhall  refide,  fhall  receive  the  fuc- 
'  ceflion  even  ab  intejlato  either  in  perfon  or  by  their  attorney,  without  having  occafion  to  take 
out  letters  of  naturalization.  Thofe  inheritances,  as  well  as  the  capitals  and  efFcfts,  which 
the  fubjefts  of  the  two  parties,  in  changing  their  abode,  fhall  be  defirous  of  removing  from 
the  place  of  their  abode,  fhall  be  exempted  from  all  duty,  called  droit  dt  detraHion^  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  the  two  flates  refpeftively.  But  it  is  at  the  fame  time  agreed,  that  no- 
thing contained  in  this  article  fhall  in  any  manner  derogate  from  the  ordinances  .publifhed  xtk 
Sweden  againfl  emigrations,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  publifhed,  which  fhall  remain  in  full 
force  and  vigour.  The  United  States  on  tlicir  part,  or  any  of  tlicm,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to« 
make  refpefting  this  matter,  fuch  laws  as  they  think  proper.  * 

•«  VII.  All  and  every  the  fubjefts,  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  as  well  as  thofd 
of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  permitted  to  navigate  with  their  veflcls  in  all  fafety  and  freedom,, 
acfd  without  any  regard'to  thofe  to  whom  the  merchandizes  and  cargoes  may  belong,  from  any 
port  whatever,  and  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  two  flates  fhall  likewife  be  permitted  to 
fail  and  trade  with  their  veflels,  and  with  the  fame  liberty  and  fafety  to  frequent  the  places^ 
ports  and  havens  of  powers,  enemies  taboth  or  either  of  the  two  contiafting  parties,  without 
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1783  being  111  any  Wife  molefted  or  troubled,  and  to  carry  on  &  commerce,  not  only  diredly  front 
the  ports  of  an  enemy  to  a  neutral  port,  but  even  from  one  port  to  another  port  of  an  enemy, 
whether  it  be  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  fame,  or  of  different  Princes.  And  as  it  is  ac- 
knowledged by  this  treaty  with  refpeft  to  fliips  and  mercbandifcs,  that  free  (hips  (liall  make 
the  merchandizes  free,  and  that  every  thing  which  Ihali  be  on  board  of  Ihips  belonging  to  fub* 
jefts  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  contrafting  parties,  Ihall  be  confidered  as  free,  even  though 
the  cargo,  or  a  part  of  it,  (bould  belong  to  the  enemies  of  one  or  both  ;  it  is,  ncverthelefs, 
provided,  that  contraband  goods  fhall  always  be  excepted ;  which  being  intercepted,  fhall  be 
proceeded  againft  according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  following  articles.  It  is  iikewife  agreed,  that 
the  fame  liberty  be  extended  to  perfons  who  may  be  on  board  of  a  free  Ihip,  with  this  cfFeft, 
thit  although  they  be  enemies  to  both  or  either  of  the  parties,  they  fhall  not  be  taken  out  of 
the  free  fhip,  unlefs  they  are  foldiers  in  the  a£tual  fervice  of  thic  faid  enemies. 

«*  VIIL  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  (hall  extend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandifes, 
except  tliofe  only  which  are  exprefledin  the  following  articles,  and  are  diftinguifhcd  by  the 
name  of  contraband  goods.  . 

**  IX,  Under  the  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  fhall  be  comprehended  arms, 
guns,  cannon  balls^  arqucbufes,  mufquets,  bombs,  petards,  granadoes,  faucifTes,  pitch,  balls, 
carriages  for  ordnance,  mufquet-refls,  bandoliers,  cannon  powder,  matches,  faltpctre,  fulphur, 
bullets,  pikes,  fabres,  fwords,  morions,  helmets,  cutlaflcs,  halberts,  javelins,  piflols,  holflers, 
bayonets,  belts,  horfes  with  their  harnefs,  and  all  other  like  kinds  of  arms  and  inflruments  of 
war  for  the  ufe  of  troops. 

««  X.  Thefe  which  follow  fhall  notte  reckoned  In  the  number  of  prohibited  goods ;  that  is 
to  fay,  all  forts  of  clothes,  and  all  other  manufactures  of  wool,  flax,  filk,  cotton,  or  any  other 
materials,  all  kinds  of  wearing  apparel,  together  with  the  things  of  which  they  are  commonly 
made;  gold  and  filver  coined  or  uncoined,  brafs,  iron,  lead,  copper,  latten,  coals,  wheat, 
barley,  and  all  forts  of  corn  or  pulfe,  tobacco,  all  kinds  of  fpices,  falted  or  fmoaked  fifh, 
falted  fi(h,.cheefe,  butter,  beer,  oil,  wines,  fugar,  all  forts  of  fait,  and  provifions  which  ferve 
for  the  nourifhment  and  fubfiftence  of  man  ;  all  kinds  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes, 
cables,  fail  cloth,  anchors,  and  any  part  of  anchors,  fhip  mafls,  planks,  boards,  beams,  and 
all  forts  of  trees,  and  otlier  things  proper  for  building  or  repairing  fhips  ;  nor  fhall  any  goods 
be  confidered  as  contraband,  which  have  not  been  worked  into  the  form  of  any  inftrument  or 
thing  for  the  purpofe  of  war,  by  fea  or  by  land,  much  lefs  fuch  as  have  been  prepared  or 
wrought  up  for  any  other  ufe.  All  which  fhall  be  reckoned  free  goods,  as  Iikewife  all  others 
which  arc  not  comprehended  and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles ;  fo  that  they 
fhall  not,  by  any  pretended  interpretation,  be  comprehended  among  prohibited  or  contraband 
goods;  on  the  contrary,  they  may  be  freely  tranfported  by  the  fubjefts  of  the  King  and  the  , 
United  States,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy,  fuch  places  only  excepted  as  are  befieged, 
blocked,  or  iovefted  ;  and  ihofe  places  only  fhall  be  confidered  as  fuch  which  are  nearly  fur- 
rounded  by  one  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

•'  XI.  In  Older  to  avoid  and  prevent,  on  both  fides,  all  difputes  and  difcord,  it  is  agreed, 
that  in  cafe  one  of  the  parties  fhall  be  engaged  in  a  war,  the  fhips  and  veflTels  belonging  to  the 
fubjefts  or  inhabitants  of  the  other,  fhall  be  furnilhed  with  fea-letters  or  pafTports,  cxprcffing 
the  name,  property,  and  port  of  the  vcffel,  and  alfo  the  name  and  place  of  abode  of  the  raafler 
or  commander  of  the  faid  veflcl,  in  order  that  it  may  thereby  appear,  that  the  faid  veflel  really 
and  truly  belongs  to  the  fubjefts  of  tlae  one  or  the  other  party.     Thefe  pafTports,  which  fhall 
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1783  be  drawn  up  in  due  and  good  form,  fhall  be  renewed  every  time  the  veflel  returns  home  in  the 
courfc  of  the  year.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  the  faid  veflcls,  when  loaded,  fliall  alfo  be  provided 
not  only  with  fca-lettcrs,  but  alfo  with  certificates,  containing  a  particular  account  of  the  cargo* 
the  place  from  which  the  veffel  failed,  and  that  of  her  deftination,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
known  whether  they  carry  any  of  the  prohibited  or  contraband  merchandizes  mentioned  in  the 
ninth  article  of  the  prefent  treaty ;  which  certificates  Ihall  be  made  out  by  the  officers  of  the 
place  from  which  the  veiTel  (hall  depart. 

"  XI L  Although  the  veflcls  of  the  one  and  the  other  party  may  navigate  freely,  and  with 
all  fafety,.  as  is  explained  in  the  feventh  article,  they  (hall,  neverthelefs,  be  bound  at  all  times, 
when  required,  to  exhibit,  as  well  ob  the  high  feas  as  in  port,  their  paflports  and  certificates 
above^mentibned  :  and,  not  having  contraband  merchandize  on  board  for  an  enemy's  port, 
tliey  may  freely,  and  without  hinderance;  purfue  their  voyage  to  the  place  of  their  deftination. 
Neverthelef$,  the  exhibition  of  the  papers  fhall  not  be  demanded  of  merchant  (hips  under  the 
convoy  of  veflels  of  war,  but  credit  (hall  be  given  to  the  word  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
convoy. 

*'  XIII.  If,  on  producing  the  faid  certificates,  it  be  difcovered  that  the  veflel  carries  fome 
of  the  goods  which  are  declared  ta  be  prohibited  or  contraband,  and  which  are  configned  to  an 
enemy's  port,  it  (hall  not,  however,  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  fuch  (hips,  nor  to 
open,  any  cheft,  coffers,  packs,  cafks,  or  veflels,  nor  to  remove  or  difplace  the  fmalleft  part  of 
,  the  merchandizes,  until  the  cargo  has  been  landed  in  the  prefence  of  officers  appointed  for  the 
purpofe,.  and  until  an  inventory  thereof  has  been  taken ;  nor  fhall  it  be  lawful  to  fell,  exchange, 
or  alienate  the  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  until  legal  procefs  fhall  have  been  had  againft  the 
prohibited  merchandizes,  and  fentence  fhall  have  paffed,  declaring  them  liable  to  confifcation ; 
faving,  neverthelefs,  as  well  the  (hips  themfelves,  as  the  other  merchandizes  which  (hall  have 
been  found  therein,  which,  by  virtue  of  this  prefent  treaty,  are  to  be  efteemed  free,  and  which 
are  not  to  be  detained  on  pretence  of  their  having  been  loaded  with  prohibited  merchandize, 
and  much  lefs  confifcated  as  lawful  prize.  A,nd  in  cafe  the  contraband  merchandize  be  only  a 
part  of  the  cargo,  and  the  mafter  of  the  vefTel  agrees,  confents,  and  offers  to  deliver  them  to  the 
veilel  that  has  difcovered  them,  in  that  cafe,  the  latter,  after  receiving  the  merchandizes  which 
are  good  prize,  fhall  immediately  let  the  veflel  go,  and  fhall  not,  by  any  means,  hinder  her 
from  purfuing  her  voyage  to  the  place  of  her  deftination.  When  a  veflel  is  taken  and  brought 
into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  contra&ing  parties,  if,  upon  examination,  fhe-be  found  to  be 
loaded  only  with  merchandize  declared  to  be  free,  the  owner,  or  he  who  has  made  the  prize, 
ihall  be  bound  to  pay  all  cofts  and  damages  to  the  mafter  of  the  veflel  unjuftly  detained. 

-**  XIV.  It  is  likewife  agreed,  that  whatever  fhall  be  found  to  be  laden  by  the  (ubjeds  of 
either  of  the  two  contrafting  parties  on  i.  fhip  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  other  party,  the 
whole  effeds,  although  not  of  the  number  of  thofe  declared  contraband,  fhall  be  confifcated  as 
if  they  belonged  to  the  enemy ;  excepting,  neverthelefs,  fuch  goods  and  merchandizes  as  were 
put  on  board  before  the  declaration  of  war,  and  even  fix  months  after  the  declaration,  after 
which  term  none  fhall  be  prefumed  to  be  ignorant  of  it,  which  merchandizes  fhall  not,  in  any 
-cianner,  be  fubjeft  to  confHcation,  but  (hall  be  faithfully  and  fpecifically  delivered  to  the 
owners  who  fhall  claim,  or  caufe  them  to  be  claimed,  before  confifcation  and  fale,  as  alfo  their 
proceeds,  if  the  claim  be  made  within  eight  months,  and  could  not  be  made  fooner,  after  .the  < 
(ale,  which  is  to  be  made  public;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that  if  the  faid  merchandizes  be  con- 
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1783  traband,  it  fhall  not  be,  in  any  wife,  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  a  port  belonging  to 
the  enemy. 

*•  XV.  And  that  more  effcftual  care  may  betaken  for  the  fccurity  of  the  two-  contrafting. 
parties,  that  they  fufFer  no  prejudice  by  the  men  of  war  of  the  other  party,  or  by  privateers,  all 
captains  and  commanders  of  fliips  of  his  Swedifh  Majefty,  and  .of  the  United  States,  and  all 
their  fubjefts,  fliall  be  forbidden  to  do  any  injury  or  damage  to  thafc  of  the  other  party ;  and 
if  they  aft  to»the  contrary,  having  been  found  guilty  on  their  examination  by  their  proper 
judges,  they  fliall  be  bound  to  make  fatisfaftion  for  all  damages,  and  the  intereft  thereof,  and; 
to  make  them  good,  under  pain  and  obligation  of  their  perfons  and  goods. 

**  XVI.  For  this  caufe,  every  individual  who  is  defirous  of  fitting  out  a  privateer,  fliall,. 
before  he  receives  letters -patent  or  fpecial  commiflipn,  be  obliged  to  give  bond,  with  ^ufBcieht 
fureties,  before  a  competent  judge,  for  a  fufficient  fum  to  anfwer  all  damages  and  wrongs  which 
the  owner  of  the  privateer,  his  officers,  or  others  in  his  employ  may  commit  during  the  cruize^ 
contrary  to, the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  and  contrary  to  the  edifts  publiflied  by  cither  party,  whe« 
t)ier  by  the  King  of  Sweden  or  by  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  this  fame  treaty,  and  alfa 
under  penalty  of  having  the  faid  letters -patent  and  fpecial  commiffion  revoked  and  made  yoid. 

•*  XVII.  One  of  the  contrafting  parties  being  at  war,  and  the  other  remaining  neuter,  if  it 
fhould  fo  happen  that  a  merchant  fliip  of  the  neutral  power .  be  taken  by-  the  enemy  of  the 
other  party,  and  be  afterwards  retaken  by  a  fliip  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  power  at  war ;  alfo 
fliips  and  merchandize,  of  what  nature  foever  they  ma/  be,  when  recovered  from  a  pirate  or  fea- 
rover,  fliall  be  brought  into  a  port  of  one  of  the  two  powers,  and  fliall  be  committed  in  the 
cuft^dy  of  the  officers  of  the  faid  port,  that  ^ey  may  be  reftored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor, 
as  icon  as  he  fliall  have  produced  full  proof  of  the  property.  Merchants,  mafler«,  and  owners 
of  the  flinps,  feamen,  people  of  all  forts,  fliips,  and  vefl2lls,  and,  in  general,  all  merchandizes^ 
and  efFefts  of  one  of  the  allies  or  their  fubjefts,  fliall  not  be  fubjeft  to  embargo^  nor  detained 
in  any  of  the  countries,  territories,  iflands,  cities,  towns,  ports,  rivers,  or  domains  whateVer 
of  the  other  ally,  on  account  of  any  military  expedition,  or  any  public  or  private  purpofe 
"whatever,  by  feizure,  byTorce,  or  by  any  fuch  manner ;  much  lefs  fliall  it  be  lawful  for  the 
fubjefts  of  one  of  the  parties  to  feize  or  take  any  thing  by  force  from  the  fubjefts  of  the  other 
party  without  the  confent  of  the  owner.  This,  however,,  is  not  underftood  to  comprehend 
feizures,  detentions,  and  arrefts,  made  by  order  and  by  the  authority  of  juflice,  and  according 
to  the  ordinary  courfe  for  debts  or  faults  of  the  fnbjeft,  for  which  procefs  fliall  be  had  in  the 
lyay  of  right,  according  to  the  forms  of  juftice. 

*V  XVIII^  If  it  fliould  happen  that  the  two  contrafting  parties  fliould  be  engaged  in  a  war 
at  tiK  fame  time  with  a  common  enemy,  the  following  points  fliall  be  obfcrved  on  both  fides  : 

**  I.  If  the  fliips  of  one  of  the  two  nations  retaken  by  the  privateers  of  the  other,  have  not 
been  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  they  fliall  be  reftored^to  the  ori*. 
ginal  owner,  on  payment  of  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  fliip  and  cargo.  If,  on  the  contrary^ 
the  veflcl  retaken  has  been  more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  it  fliaJI 
belong  wholly  to  him  who  has  retaken  it.  ^ 

"  2.  In  cafe,  during  the  interval  of  twenty-four  hours,  a  veflcl  be  retaken  by  a  man  of  war 
of  either  of  the  two  parties,  it  fliall  be  reftored  to  the  original  owner,  on  payment  of  i  thir* 
ticth  part  of  the  value  of  the  veflel  and  cargo,  and  a  tenth  part,  if  it  has  been  retaken  after  the 
twenty-four  hours ;  which  fums  fliall  be  diftributcd  as  a  gratification  among  the  crew  of  the 
man  of  war  that  fliall  have  made  the  re-capture. 
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1783  **  3.  The  prize  made  in  manner  above-mentioned,  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  owners,  after 
proof  made  of  the  pi*operty,  upon  giving  fccurity  for  the  part  coming  to  him  who  has  recovered 
the  veflcl  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

**  4,  The  men  of  war  and  privateers  of  the  two  nations,  (hall  reciprocally  be  admitted  with 
Iheir  prizes  into  each  others  ports  ;  but  the  prizes  fhall  not  be  unloaded  or  fold  there,  until 
the  legality  of  a  prize  made  by  the  Swedifli  (hips  fhall  have  been  determined  according  to  the 
laws  and  regulation  seftablifhed  in  Sweden,  as  alFo  that  of  the  prizes  made  by  the  American 
vefTels  fhall  have  been  detetmined  according  to  the  laws  and  regulations  cflablifhed  by  the 
United  States  of  America. 

**  5.  Moreover,  the  King  of  Sweden  and  "the  United  States  of  America,  fhall  be  at  liberty 
to  make  fuch  regulations  as  they  fhall  judge  necefTary  refpeding  the  conduft  which  their  men 
of  war  and  priVateers  refpeftively  fhall  be  bound  to  obferve  with  regard  to  veflels  which  they 
fiiall  take  and  carry  into  the  ports  of  the  two  powers. 

**  XIX.  The  fhips  (^var  of  his  Swcdifh  Majefty,  and  thofe  of  the  United^  States,  and 
alfo  thofe  which  their  fubjefts  fhall  have  armed  for  war,  may  with  all  freedom  condu£t  their 
prizes  which ^ they  fhall  have  made  from  their  enemies,  into  the  ports  which  are  open  in  time 
of  war  to  other  friendly  nations  ;  and  the  faid  prizes,  upon  entering  the  faid  ports,  fhall  not 
be  fubjeft  to  arreft  or  feizure,  nor  fhall  the  officers  of  fhe  places  take  cognizance  of  the  vali- 
dity of  the  faid  prizes,  which  may  depart  and  be  conduded  freely,  and  with  all  liberty,  to  the 
places  pointed  out  in  their  commifCons,  which  the  captains  of  the  faid  vefTcls  fhall  be  obliged 
to  fhew. 

"  XX.  In  cafe  any  vefTel  belonging  to  cither  of  the  two  flates,  or  to  their  fubjefts,  Yhalli 
be  ftranded,  fhipwrecked,  or  fufFer  any  other  damage  on  the  coalls,  or  under  the  dominion  of 
either  of  the  parties,  all  aid  and  afliftance  fhall  be  given  to  the  perfons  fhipwrecked,  or  who 
may  be  \a  vlanger  thereof,  and  paflports  fhall  be  granted  to  them,  to  fecure  their  return  to  their 
ownc.^untry.  The  fhips  and  merchandizes  wrecked,  or  their  proceeds,  if  the  effeftl  have 
been  f  jld,  being  claimed  in  a  year  and  a  day  by  the  owners  or  their  attorney,  fhall  be- reftored, 
on  their  paying  the  coftt  of  falvage,  conformable  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  two 
nations. 

"  XXI.  Wheji  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  two  parties,  with  their  vefTels,  whether 
they  be  public,  and  equipped  for  war,  or  private,  employed  in  commerce,  fhall  be  forced  by 
tempefl,  by  purfuit  of  privateers  and  of  enemies,  or  by  any  other  urgent  neccfEty,  to  retire  into 
and  enter  any  of  the  rivers,  bays,  roads,  or  ports  of  either  of  the  two  parties,  they  fhall  be  re- 
ceived  and  treated  with  all  humat>ity  and  politenefs,  and  they  fhall  enjoy  all  friendfhip,  pro- 
teilion,  and  afliftance,  and  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  fupply  themfelve^  with  rel«refhm6nts, 
provifions,  and  every  thing  necefTary  for  their  fuftenance,  for  the  repair  of  their  vefTels,  and 
for  continuing  their  voyage  ;  provided  always,  that  they  pay  a  reafonable  price :  and  they  fhall 
not,  in  any  manner,  be  detained  or  hindered  from'failing  out  of  the  faid  ports  or  roads,  but 
they  may  retire  and  depart  when,  and  as  they  plcafe,  without  any  obftacle  or  hinderance. 

•*  XXII.  In  prder  t<^  favour  commerce  on  both  fides  as  much  as  poffible,  it  is  agreed,  that 
in  cafe  a  war  fhould  break  out  between  the  faid  two  nations,  (which,  God  forbid  !)  the  term 
of  nine  months  after  the  declaration  of  war,  fhall  be  allowed  to  the  merchants  and  fubjefts 
refpeftively  on  one  fide  and  the  other,  in  order  that  they  may  withdraw  with  their  efFefts  and 
jnovcables,  which  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  off  or  fell  where  they  plcafe,  without  the  leafl 
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months ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  paflports  which  fliall  be  valid  for  a  time  neceffiry  for  their 
return,  (hall  be  given  them  for  their  veflcls  and  the  effefls  which  they  fhall  be  willing  to  carry 
with  them  :  and  if  any  thing  is  taken  from  them,  or  if  any  injury  is  done  to  them  by  one  of 
the  parties,  their  people  and  fubje£ts,  during  the  term  above  defcribed,  full  and  entire  fatis- 
faQion  (hall  be  made  to  them  on  that  account.  The  above-mentioned  paflports  fhall  alfo 
ferve  as  a  fafe-condu£t  againft  all  infults  or  prizes  which  privateers  may  attempt  againft  their 
perfons  and  efFeds. 

*•  XXIII.  No  fubjeft  of  the  King  of  Sweden  (hall  take  a  commiflion  or  letters  of  marque 
for  arming  any  veflel  to  a£t  as  a  privateer  againft  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them, 
or  againft  the  fubjeftSf  people,  or  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or 
againft  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  States,  from  any  prince  or  ftatc  whatever, 
with  whom  the  faid  United  States  fhall  be  at  war.  Nor  fhall^y  citizen,  fubjed,  or  inhabi- 
tant of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  apply  for,  or  taff  any  commiflion  or  letters  of 
marque  for  arming  any  veflcl  to  cruize  againfl  the  fubjefts  of  his  Swcdifh  Majefty,  or  any  of 
them,  or  their  property,  from  any  prince  or  ftate  whatever*,  with  whom  his  faid  Majefty  fhall 
be  at  war.  And  if  any  perfon  of  either  nation  fhall  take  fuch  commiflion  or  letters  of  marque, 
he  fhall  be  punifhed  as  a  pirate. 

**  XXIV.  The  vefTels  of  the  fubjefts  of  either  of  the  parties  coming  upon  any  of  the  coafts 
belonging  to  the  other,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not 
willing  to  unload  their  cargoes,  or  to  break  bulk,  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  do  it;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  fhall  enjoy  all  the  franchifes  and  exemptions  which  are  granted  by  the  rules  fubfifting 
with  refpeft  to  that  objeft. 

**  XXV.  When  a  vefTel  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  either  of  the  parties, 
failing  on  the  high  fea,  fhall  be  met  by  a  fhip  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  othcf ,  %he  faid  fhip  of 
war  and  privateer,  to  avoid  all  diforder,  fhall  remain  out  of  cannon-fhot,  but  may\lways  fend 
their  boat  to  the  merchant  fhip,  and  caufe  two  or  three  men  to  go  on  board  of  hd",  to  whom 
the  mafter  or  commander  of  the  faid  veflel  fhall  exhibit  his  pafTport,  ftating  the  propejrty  of  the 
veflel,  and  when  the  faid  veflel  fhall  have  exhibited  her  paflTport,  fhe  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  con- 
tinue her  voyage,  and  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  moleft  or  fearch  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give 
her  chace,  or  forco  her  to  quit  her  intended  courfe^ 

<«  XXVI.  The  two  contracting  parties  grant  mutually  the  liberty  of  having  each  in  fhe 
potts  of  the  other,  confuls,  vice-confuls,  agents,  and  commiflarics,  wbofe  funSions  fhall  be 
regulated  by  a  particular  agreement. 

**  XXVII.  The  prefent  treaty  fhall  be  ratified  on  both  fides,  and  the  ratifications  fhall  be 
exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  or  fooner,  if  poflible,  corunting  from  the  day  of  the 
Cgnature. 

**  In  faith  whereof,  the  refyeSive  plenipotentiaries  have  figncd  the  above  articles,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  their  feals. 

"  Done  ftt  Paris,  the  3d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1785. 

(Signed) 

**'    (L.  S.)    GusTAV.PhiIjIP  COMTE  1>E  C.REUTr* 

•*  (L.  S.)  B.  Frankhi*. 
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<^  The  King  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States  of  North  America  agree,  that  the  prefent 
treaty  (hall  have  its  full  efFeft  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years,  counting  from  the  day  of  the  rati- 
fication ;  and  the  two  contrafting  parties  referve  to  themfelves  the  liberty  of  renewing  it  at  the 
end  of  that  term* 

"  Done  at  Paris,  the  3d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1783. 

(Signed)  "  (L.  S.)  Gustav.  Philip  Comte  de  Creutz. 

**  (L.  S.)  B.  Franklin. 

SEPARATE     ARTICLES. 

Article  L  His  Swedifh  Majefty  (hall  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  proteA  and  defend 
the  veilels  and  efFe£ts  belonging  to  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  North  Ame* 
rica,  and  every  one  of  them  which  fhall  be  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  or  in  the  feas  near  the 
countries,  iflands,  cities,  and  towns  of  his  faid  Majefty,  and  (hall  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
recover  and  reftore  to  the  right  owner,  all  fuch  vcflels  and  cflFcfts  which  Hull  be  taken,  from 
them  within  his  jurifdidion. 

*^  II.  In  like  manner,  the  United  States  of  North  America  fhall  proteft  and  defend:  the 
veflels  and  effcfts  belonging  to  thefubjcfts  of  his  Swcdifh  Majefty,  which  fhall  be  in  theports^ 
havens,  or  roads,  or  on  the  feas  near  to  the  countries,  iflands,  cities,  and  towns  of  the  faid 
States,  and  fhall  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  to  recover  and  reftore  to.  the  right  owner,,  all  fuch. 
veflels  and  efTedls  which  fhall  be  taken  from  them  within  their  jurifdi£lioQ» 

**  III.  If,  in  any  future  war  at  fca,  the  contrafting  powers  rcfolvc  to  remain  neuter,  and^.. 
as  fuch,  to  obfervc  the  ftrifteft  neutrality,  then  it  [is  agreed,  that  if  the  merchant  fhips  of 
either  party  fhould  happen  to  be  in  a  part  of  the  fea  where  the  fhips  of  war  of  the  faid  nation 
are  not  ftationed,  or  if  they  are  met  on  the  high  fea,  without  being  able  to  have  recourfe  to 
their  own  convoys,  in  that  cafe,  the  commander  of  the  fhips  of  war  of  the  other  party,,  if  re* 
quired,  fhall,  in  good  faith  and  fincerity,  give  them  all  neceflary  afliftance ;  and,  in  fuch  cafe,, 
the  fhips  of  war  and  frigates  of  either  of  the  powers,  fliall  proteft  and  fupport  the  merchant 
fhips  of  the  other :  provided,  neverthelefs,  that  the  fhips  claiming^  ailiftance  are  not  engaged  in 
any  illicit  commerce,  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  neutrality^. 

'*  IV.  It  is  agreed  and  concluded,  that  all  merchants,  captains  of  iqerchant  fliips,  or  other 
fubjeftsofhis  Swedifti  Majefty,  fhall  have  full  liberty^  in  all  places  under  the  dominion  or 
jurifdi£tion  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  manage  their  awn  afiairs,  and  to  employ  ioi 
the  management  of  them  whomfoever  they  pleafe  ^  and  they  fhall  not  be  oblig.ed  to  make  ufe- 
of  any  interpreter  or  broker,  nor  to  pay  them  any  reward  unlefs  they  make  ufe -of  them.— 
Moreover,  the  mafters  of  the  fhips  fhall  not  be  obliged,  in  loading  or  unloading  their  vefl!els^ 
to  employ  labourers  appointed  by  public  authority  for  that  pmrpofe ;  but  they  fhall  be  at  ful^ 
liberty  themfelves  to  load  or  unload  their  veflels,  or  employ  in  loading  or  unloading  thent 
whomfoever  they  think  proper,  without  paying  reward,  under  tlic  title  of  falaiy^  to  any  other 
perfon  whatever  :  and  <hey  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  turn  over  any  kind  of  mercfaandize^  to. 
other  veflels,  rwr  to  receive  them  on  board  their  own,  nor  to^wait  for  their  lading  longer  than, 
they  pleafe  ;  and  all  and  every  of  the  citizens,  people,  and  inhabitants  Of  the  United  States  o€ 
America,  fhall  reciprocally"  have  and  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  and  liberties  in  all  places  undec 
the  jurifdif^ion  of  the  faid  realm. 

^*  V.    It  is  agreed,  that  when  merchandizes  fhall  have  been  put  on  board  the  fhijps  brvef^ 
fels  of  either  of  the  contraAing  parties,  they  fhall  not  be  fubjefted  to  any  examination  i  but? 
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flopped  on  the  fpot  before  they  are  embarked,  unlefs  there  is  full  evidence  or  proof  of  fraudci« 
lent  praftice  on  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  (hip,  or  of  him  who  has  the  command  of  her  : 
in  which  cafe,  only  he  (hall  be  refponfible  and  fubjeft  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  he  • 
may  be.  In  all  other  cafes,  neither  the  fubjefts  of  either  of  the  contrafting  parties,  who  (hall 
be  with  their  ve({els  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  nor  tlieir  merchandizes,  (hall  be  feized  or  mo- 
lefted  on  account  of  contraband  goods  which  they  (hall  have  wanted  to  take  on  board,  nor  (haU 
any  kind  of  embargo  be  laid  on  their  (hips,  fubje£ls,  or  citizens  of  the  llate,  whofe  merchan- 
dizes  are  declared  contraband,  or  the  exportation  of  which  is  forbidden,  thofe  only  who  (Kali 
have  fold,  or  intended  to  fell  or  alienate  fuch  merchandizes,* being  liable  to  puni(hment  for 
-fuch  contravention. 

**  Done  at  Paris,  the  3d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1783. 

(Signed)  "  (L.  S.)  Gustav.  Philip  Comte  deCreutz^ 

**  (L,  S.)  B.  Franklik.  » 

The  following  definitive  treaties  between  bis  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  refpeftive  powem 
•  therein  named,  were  (igned  at  Verfailles  and  Paris  on  the  34  of  September  in  this  year :— » 

^he  definitive  I'reaty  of  Peace  and  Friendjhip  between  his  Britannic  Majsjly  and  the 

Jlfoji  Chrijlian  King. 

**  Article  I.  There  (hall  be  a  Chriftian,  univerfal,  and  perpetual  peace,  as  well  by  fea  zt 
by  land,  and  a  (incere  and  conftant  friend(hip  (hall  be  re-eftabli(hed  between  their  Britannic 
and  Moft  Chriftian  Majctties,  and  between  their  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  kingdoms,  dominions, 
provinces,  countries,  fubjefts,  and  vadals,  of  what  quality  and  condition  foever  they  be, 
without  exception  either  of  places  orperfons  ;  fo  that  the  high  contrafting  parties  (hall  give 
the  greateft  attention. to  the  maintaining  between  themfelves,  and  their  faid  dominions  and 
fubjeds,  this  reciprocal  friend(hip  and  intercourfe,  without  permitting  hereafter,  on  cither 
part,  any  kind  of  hoftilities  to  be  committed,  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any  caufe,  •r  under 
any  pretence  whatfoever :  and  they  (halt  carefully  avoid,  for  the  future,  every  thing  which 
■  might  prejudice  the  union  happily  re-eftabli(hed ;  endeavouring,  on  the  contrary,  to  procure 
reciprocally  for  each  other,  on  every  occa(ion,  whatever  may  contribute  to  their  mutual  glory,  , 
intereft«,  or  advantage,  without  giving  any  adiftance  or  proteftion,  direAly  or  indiredly,  to 
thofe  who  would  do  any  injury  to  either  of  the  high  contrading  parties.  There  (hall  be  a  ge- 
neral oblivion  and  amnefty  of  every  thing  which  may  have  be^n  done  or  committed  before  or 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  war  which  is  juft  ended.  • 

"  II.  The  treaties  of  Weftphalia,  of  1648 ;  the  treaties  of  Nimeguen,  of  1678  and  1679  5  ^f 
Ryfwick,of  1697;  thofe  of  peace  and  commerce  of  Utrecht,  of  17 13;  of  Baden,  of  17 14;  of  the 
triple  alliance  of  the  Hague,  of  17 17 .;  that  of  the  quadruple  alliance  of  London,  of  1718  ;  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  Vienna*  of  1738  ;  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  of  1748  ;  and  that 
of  Paris,  of  1763,  ferve  as  aba(is  and  foundation  to  the  peace,  and  to  the  prefent  treaty ;  and, 
for  this  piirpofe,  they  are  all  renewed  and  confirmed  in  the  beft  form,  as  well  as  all  the  treaties 
in  general  which  fubfifted  between  the  high  contrafting  parties  before  the  war,  as  if  they  were  ^ 

herein  inferted  word  for  word  ;  fo  that  they  are  to  be  exaftly  obferved,  for  the  future,  in  their 
full  tenor,  and  religioufly  executed  by  both  parties,  in  all  the  points  which  (hall  not  be  dero- 
gated from  by  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace. 

**  III.  All  the  prifoners  taken  on  either  iide,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea,  and  the  hoftages 
carried  away  or  given  duringHhe  war,  and  to  this  day,  (hall  be  reftored,  without  ranfom,  in 

fix 
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•1*783  fix  weeks,  atlatcft,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty  ;  each  crown  refpeftively  difcharging  the  advances  which  Ihall  have  been  made 
for  the  fubfiftence  and  maintenance  of  their  prifoners  by  the  fovcrcign  of  the  country  where 
they  fliall  have  been  detained,  according  to  the  receipt'^  and  attefted  accounts,  and  other  authen* 
tic  vouchers,  which  fliall  be  furnilhed  on  each  fide :  and  fureties  (hall  be  reciprocally  given  for 
the  payment  of  the  debts  which  the  prifoners  may  have  contraded  in  the  countries  where  they 
may  have  been  detained,  until  their  entire  rcleafe.  And  all  (hips,  as  well  men  of  war  as  mer- 
chant fhips,  >vhich  may  have  been  taken  fince  the  expiration,  of  the  terms  agreed  upon  for  the 
ceffation  of  hoftilitics  by  fea,  (hall  likewife  be  reftored,  bona  fide,  with  all  their  crews  and  car- 
goes. And  the  execution  of  this  article  (hall  be  proceeded  upon  immediately  aftef  the  ex« 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 

<*  IV.    His  Majcfty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  maiatained  In  his  rigRt  to  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundland,  and  to  the  adjacent  iflands,  as  the  whole  were  aflTured  to  him  by  the  thirteenth- 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  excepting  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mlquelon,  which  are 
ceded  in  fall  right  by  the  prefent  treaty  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty.  , 

*«  V.  Jlis  Majefty  the  Moft  Chrillian  King,  in  order  to  prevent  the  quarrels  vdiich  have 
hitherto  arifeh  between  the  two^nations  of  England  and  France,  confented  to  renounce  the 
right  of  fi(hing»  which  belongs  ta  him  in  Virtue 'of  the  afopefaid  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
from  Cape  Bonavifta  to  Cape  St.  John,  fituated  on  the  caftcrn  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  in 
50  degrees  north  latitude  ;  and  his  Majcfty  the  KiHg  of  Great  Britain  coafents^  on  his  part, 
thatthd  fifhery  affigned  to  thefubjcfts  of  his  Moft*  Chriftian  Majefty,  beginning  at  the  faid 
Cape  St.  John,  pafSng  to  the  north,  and  defcending  by  the  wcftern  coaft  of  the  iflaiid  of  New* 
foundland,  fhall  extend  to  the  place  called  Cape  Ray,  fituated  in  47  degrees  50  minutes  north 
latitude.  The  French  fifhermen  fhall  enjoy  the  fifhery  which  is  affigned  to  them  by  the  pre- 
fent article,  as  they  had  the  right  to  enjoy  that  which  was  aflFigncd  to  them  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht.  ' 

**'VI.  With  regard  to  the  fifhery  In  the  Gulf  of  St;  Laurence,  the  French  fhall  continue 
to  exercife  it  conformably  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris.- 

«  VII.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  reftores  to  France  the  ifland  of  St.  Luciay  in  the  con- 
dition it  was  in  when  it  was  conquered  by  the  Britifh  arms  :  and  his  Britannic  Majefty  cedes 
and  guaranties  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majcfty  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  The  Proteftant  inhabi* 
tants  of  the  faid  ifland,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  fame  religion  who  hav^  fettled  at  St.  Lucia 
wbilft  that  ifland  was  occupied  by  the  Britifh  arms,  fhall  not  be  molefted  in  the  exercife  of 
their  worfhip  :  and  the  Britifh  inhabitants,  or  others  who  may  have  been  fubje£ls  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  aforefaid  iflands,  fhall  retain  their  pofleflions  upon  the  fame  titles  and 
conditions  by  which  they  have  acquired  them  ;  or  elfe  they  may  retire  in  full*  fecurity  and 
liberty  where  they  fhall  think  fit,  and  fhall  have  the  power  of  felling  their  eftates,  provided  it 
be  to  fubjeds  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majcfty,  and  of  removing  their  efFefts,  as  well  as  their 
perfons,  without  bejng  reftrained  in  their  emigration,  under  any  pretence  whatfoever,  except 
on  account  of  debts,  or  of  criminal  profecutions.  The  term  limited  for  this  emigration,  is 
fixed  to  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  if  the  prefent  treaty.  And  for  the  better  fecuring  the  poffefiions  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  aforefaid  ifland  of  Tobago,  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  fhall  ifTue  letters-patent,, 
containing  an  abolition  of  the  DroU  D'Aubalne  in  the  faid  ifland. 

••  '  ^*  VIII.  The 


^  • 


49^  AH     HISTORICAL     A  M  0     CHRO  V  OLOO  IC  A  L     DEDUCTION 


A*  D* 


1783  **  VIII.  The  Moft  Chriftian  King  rcftorcs  to  Great  Britain  the  iflands  of  Grenada  an^ 
the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent's,  Domiuica,  St.  Chriftopher's,  Nevis,  and  Montfcrrat; 
and  the  fortrelTes  of  thefe  iflands  fhall  be  delivered  up  in  the  condition  they  were  in 
when  the  conqueft  of  them  was  made.  The  fame  ftipulations  infected  in  the  preceding  article, 
fliall  take  place  in  favour  of  the  French  fabjefts,  with  refpeft  to  the  iflands  enumerated  in  the 
prefent  article. 

"  IX.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  cedes,  in  full  right,  and  guaranties  to  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tian  Majeily,  the  river  Senegal  and  its  dependencies,  with  the  forts  of  St.  Louis,  Podor,  Ga« 
lam,  Arguin,  and  Portendic;  and  his  Briunnic  Majefty  reftores  to  France  the  ifland  of 
Goree,.  which  fliall  be  delivered  up  in  the  condition  it  was  in  when  the  conqueft  of  it  was 
made. 

"  X.  The  Moft  Chriftian  King,  on  his  part,  guaranties  to  the  King  of  Great  Briuin  the 
poiTeffion  of  Fort  James,  and  of  the  river  Gambia. 

**  XI.  For  preventing  all  difcuflion  in  that  part  of  the  world,  the  two  high  contra&ing 
parties  fliall,  within  three  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  name  commiflioners,  who  fliall  be  charged  with  the  fettling  and  fixing  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  refpedlive  poflcflions.  As  to  the  gum  trade,  the  Englifli  fliall  have  the  liberty  of 
carrying  it  on  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  John,  to  the  bay  and  fort  of  Portendic  inclu- 
fively  :  provided  that  they  fliall  not  form  any  permanent  fettlement,  of  what  nature  foever,  in 
the  (aid  river  St.  John,  upon  the  coaft,  or  in  the  bay  of  Portendic. 

**  XII.  As  to  the  refidue  of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  the  Englilh  and  French  fubjefts  fliall  con- 
tinue to  refort  thereto  according  to  the  ufage  which  has  hitherto  prevailed. 

"  XIII.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  reftores  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  all  the  fettle- 
ments  wbicli  belonged  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war  upon  the  coaft  of  Orixa  and  in 
Bengal,  with  liberty  to  furround  ChanHernagore  with  a  ditch,  for  carrying  ofF  the  waters  :  and 
his  Britannic  Majefty  engages  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  fliall  be  in  his  power  for  fecaring  to 
the  fubjeAs  of  France  in  that  part  of  India,  as  well  as  on  the  coafts  of  Orixa',  Coromandel, 
and  Malabar,  a  fafe,  free,  and  independent  trade,  fuch  as  was  carriedon  by  the  French  Eaft 
India  Company,  whether  they  exercife  it  individually,  or  united  in  a  company. 

**  XIV.  Pondicherry  fliall  be,  in  like  manner,  delivered  up  and  guarantied  to  France,  as  alfo 
Karical :  and  his  Britannic  Majefty  fliall  procure,  for  an  additional  dependency  to  Pondicherry, 
the  two  diftrids  of  Valanour  and  fiahour;  and  to  Karical,  the  four  Magans  bordering 
thereupon. 

**  XV.  France  fliall  re-enter  into  the  poflcflion  of  Mahe,  as  well  as  of  its  faflory-at  Surat ; 
and  the  French  fliall  carry  on  their  trade  in  this  part  of  India  conformable  to  the  principles 
eftabliflied  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  this  treaty. 

**  XVI.  Orders  having  been  fent  to  India  by  the  high  contracting  parties,  in  purfuance  of 
the  fifteenth  article  of  the  preliminaries,  it  is  farther  agreed,  that  if,  within  the  term  of  four 
months,  the  refpedlive  allies  of  their  Britannic  and  Moft  Chriftian  Majefties  fhall  not  have 
acceded  to  the  prefent  pacification,  or  concluded  a  feparate  accommodation,  their  faid  Majef- 
ties fliall  not  give  them  any  afliftance,  dire£tly  or  indirectly,  againft  the  Britifli  or  French  pof- 
feffions,  or  againft  the  ancient  pofleffions  of  their  refpedive  allies,  fuch  as  they  were  in  the 
year  1776. 

**  XVII.  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  being  dcfirous  to  give  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  a 
linccre  proof  of  reconciliation  and  friendflxip,  and  to  contiibute  to  render  folid  tlie  peace  re« 
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1783  cftablilhcd  between  their  faid  Majcftics,  confcnts  to  the  abrogation  and  fupprtffion  of  all  the 
articles  relative  to  Dunkirk,  from  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht  in  17 13,  iiiclufivet 
to  this  day. 

"XVIII.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  erf"  tlie  ratifications,  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  (hall  name  commiflaries  to  treat  concerning  new  arrangements  of  commerce  between 
the  two  nations,  on  the  bafis  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience ;  which  arrangements 
fhall  be  fettled  and  concluded  within  the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  ift  of 
January,  in  the  year  1784. 

•^  XIX.  All  the  countries  and  territories  which  may  have  been,  or  which  may  be  con- 
quered in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfoevcr,  by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  as  well  as 
by  thofe  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  which  are  not  included  in  the  prefent  treaty,  neither 
tinder  the  head  of  ceflions,  nor  under  the  head  of  reftitutions,  fliall  be  reftored  without  dif- 
ficulty, and  without  requiring  any  compenfation. 

''  XX.  As  it  is  neceilary  to  appoint  a  Certain  period  for  the  reftitutions  and  evacuations  to 
be  made  by  each  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
(hall  caufe  to  be  evacuated  the  idands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  three  months  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done ;  St.  Lucia,  one  of  the  Carribbee 
iflands,  and  Gor^,  in  Africa,  three  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or 
fooner  if  it  can  be  done.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall^i  in  like  manner,  at  the  end  of 
three  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done,  enter  again 
into  the  poilefiion  of  the  illands  of  Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent,  Dominica,  St. 
Chriftopher,  Nevis  and  Montfcrrat,  France  fliall  be  put  in  poffeffion  of  the  towns  and  fac- 
tories which  are  reftored  to  her  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  of  the  territories  which  are  procured 
for  her  to  ferve  as  additional  dependencies  to  Pondicherry  and  to  Karical,  fix  month&.after  the 
ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done,  France  fliall  deliver  up,  at  the 
end  of  the  like  term  of  fix  months,  the  towns  and  territories  which  her  arms  may  have  taken 
from  the  Englifli,  or  their  allies,  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  In  confequcnce  whereof,  the  neccflary 
orders  ihall  be  fent  by  each  of  the  high  contra£ting  parties,  with  reciprocal  paiTports  for  the 
ihips  ivhich  fliall  carry  them,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

^*  XXI.  The  decifion  of  the  prizes  and  feizures  made  prior  to  the  hoftilities,  fliall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  refpeSive  courts  of  juftice;  fo  that  the  legality  of  the  faid  prizes  and  feizures  fliall 
be  decided  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  treaties,  in  the  courts  of  juftice  of  the  na- 
tion which  fliall  have  made  the  captures  or  ordered  the  feizures* 

**  XXII.  For  preventing  the  revival  of  the  lawfuits  which  have  been  ended  in  the  iflands 
conquered  by  either  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  judgments  pro- 
nounced in  the  laft  refort,  and  which  have  acquired  the  force  of  matters  determined,  fliall  bei 
confirmed  and  executed  according  to  their  form  and  tenor. 

•*  XXIII.  Their  Britannic  and  Moft  Chriftian  Majefties  promife  to  obferve  fincerely,  and 
lon&fidey  all  the  articles  contained  and  eftabliflied  in  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  they  will  not  fufFer 
the  fame  to  be  infringed,  direftly  or  indireflly,  by  their  refpeftive  fubjefts :  and  the  faid 
high  contraftiog  parties  guaranty  to  each  other,  generally  and  reciprocally,  all  the  ftipulations 
of  the  prefent  treaty* 

*'  XXIV.  The  folemn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  prepared  in  good  and  due  form, 

fiiall  be  exchanged  in  this  city  ofVcrfaillcs,  between  the  high  contracting  parties,  in  the  fpace 
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']  783  of  a  month,  or  fooner  if  poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignatare  of  the  prefent 
treaty.  • 

**  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under-written  ambaflador  extraordinary  and  minifters  ple- 
nipotentiary, hare  figned  with  our  hands,  in  their  names,  and  in  virtue  of  our  refpcftive  full 
powers,  the  prefent  definitiye  treaty^  and  have  caufed  the  leals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

**  Done  at  Vcrfailles,  the  3d  day  of  September,  1783. 

"  (L.  S.)  Manchester. 

**  (L.  S.)  Grayier  i>e  Vergennes.** 

DECLARATION. 

**  The  King  having  entirely  agreed  with  his  Moll  Chriftian  Majefty  upon  the  articles  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  will  feek  every  means  which  (hall  not  only  infure  the  execution  thereof,  with 
his  accufiomed  good  faith  and  pun£luality,  but  will  beildes  give,  on  his  part,  all  pof&ble  efficacy 
to  the  pTinciples  which  fhall  prevent  even  the  leaft  foundation  of  difpute  for  the- future. 

*^  To  this  end,  and  in  order  that  the  fifbermen  of  the  two  nations  may  not  give  caufe  for 
daily  quarrels,  his  Britannic  Majefty*  will  take  the  moft  pofitive  meafures  for  preventing  his 
fubjefts  from  interrupting,  in  any  manner,  by  tlieir  competition,  the  filhery  of  the-  French 
during  the  temporary  exercifc  of  it,  which  is  granted  to  them  upon  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundland ;  and  he  will,  for  this  purpofe,  caufe  the  fixed  fettlements,  which  fhall  be 
formed  there,  to  be  removed.  His  Britannic  Majefty  will  give  orders,  that  the  French  fifher* 
men  be  not  incommoded  in  cutting  the  wood  neceffiiry  for  the  repair  of  their  fcafiblds,  huts,, 
and  flflirng  veflcls. 

**  The  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  themethod  of  carrying  on  the  fifhcryr 
which  has  at  all  times  been  acknowledged,  fhall  be  the  plan  upon  which  the  fifhery  fhall  be 
carried  on  there;  it  fhall  not  be  deviated  from  by  either  party.;  the  French  fifhermcn  building 
only  their  fcafFolds,  confining  tbemfclvcs  to  the  repair  of  their  fifhing  veflels,  and  not  winter- 
ing there  ;  the  fubjefts  ofhia  Britannic  Majefty,  on  their  part,  notmolefting,  in  any  manner^ 
the  French  fifhermen  during  their  fifhing,  nor  injuring  their  fcafFolds  during  tlieip  abfence. 

"  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  ceding  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  to  France,, 
regards  them  as  ceded  for  the.  purpofe  of  ferving  as  a  real  fhelter  to  the  French  fifhermen,  and 
in  full  confidence  that  thefb  poffeffions  will  not  become  an  objeft  of  jealoufy  between  the  twa 
nations;  and  that  the  fifhery  between  the  fiud  iflands  and  that  of  Newfoundland,  fhall  be 
limited  to  the  middle  of  the  Channel. 

"  With  regard  to  India,  Great  Britain  having  granted  to  France  every  thing  riiat  can  afcer- 
tain  and  cohfirin  the  trade  which  the  latter  requires  to  carry  on  there,  his  Majefty  relies  with 
confidence  on  the  repeated  affurances  of  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  the  power  of  furrounding 
Chandernagore  with  ^  ditch  for  carrying  off  the  waters,  fhall  not  be  exercifed  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  tO'  make  it  become  an  objeft  of  umbrage. 

**  Thencw  ftate  in  which  commerce  may  perhaps  be  found,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  will 
demand  revifions  and  explanations  of  the  fubfifting  treaties ;  but  an  entire  abrogation  of  thofe 
treaties,  in  whatever  period  it  might  be,  would  throw  commerce  iiKo  fuch  confuflon  as  would 
he  of  infinite  prejudice  to  it. 

**  In  fome  of  the  treaties  of  this  fort  there  are  not  oply  articles  which  relate  merely  to  com- 
merce, but  many  others  which  cnfue  reciprocally,,  to  the  rcfpeftive  fubjefts,  privileges,  faci- 
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17^3  lities  for  conducing  their  afFairSy  perfoHal  protedions,  and  ojthcr  advantages,  which  are  not» 
and  which  ought  not  to  be  of  a  changeable  nature,  fueh  as  the  regulations  relating  merely  to 
the  value  of  goods  and  merchandizes,  variable  from  circumftances  of  every  kind. 

<*  When,  therefore,  the  ftatc  of  the  trade  between  the  two  nations  diall  be  treated  upon,  it 
is  requiiite  td  be  underftood,  that  the  alterations  which  may  be  made  in  the  fubiifting  treaties 
ftre  to  extend  only  to  the  arrangements  merely  commercial ;  and  that  tlie  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages, muttial  and  particular,  be  not  only  preferved  on  each  fide»  but  even  augmented,  if 
it  can  be  done^ 

**  Ip  this  view,  his  Majefty  has  confent^d  to  the  appointment  of  commiflaries  on  each  iide» 
who  Ihall  treat  folely  upon  this  objcft. 

•*  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  his  Britannic  Majefty's  ambaflador  extraordinary  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary,  being  thereto  duly  autliorifed,  have  figned  the  prefent  declaration  and  caufed 
the  fcal  of  our  arms  to  be  fet  thereto. 

**  Given  at  Vcrfailles,  the  third  of  September,  1783. 

"  (L.  SO.Manchester/' 

COUNTER-DECLARATION* 

«*  The  principles  which  have  .guided  the  King,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  negociationt 
which  preceded  the  re>e(labli(hment  of  peace,  mull  have  convinced  the  King  of  Gttat  Britain^ 
that  his  Majefty  has  had  no  other  defign  than  to  render  it  folid  and  laftlng,  by  preventing,  as 
much  as  poffible,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  every  fubjcfik  of  difcuffion  and  quarrel* 
The  King  of  Great  Britain  undoubtedly  places  too  much  confidence  in  the  uprightnefs  of  his 
Majefty's  intentions,  not  to  rely  Upon  his  confiant  attention  to  prevent  the  iflands  of  St. 
Pierre  and  Miquelon  from  becoming  an  objeft  of  jealoufy  between  the  two  nations* 

**  As  to  the  filhcry  on  the  coafts  of  Newfoundland,  which  has  been  the  objcA  of  the  new 
Arrangements  fettled  by  the  two  foverejgns  upon  this  matter,  it  is  fufficicntly  afcertained  by 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  figned  this  day,  and  by  the  declaration  likewife  delivered 
to  day,  by  his  Britannic  Majefty's  ambaflador  extnordinary  and  plenipotentiary ;  and  hit 
Majefty  declares,  that  he  is  fully  fatisfied  on  this  head. 

^*  In  regard  to  the  fiihery  between  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  and  thofe  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon,  it  is  not  to  be  carried  on  by  either  party,  but  to  die  middle  of  the  channel ;  and  his 
Majefty  will  give  the  moft  pofitive  orders,  that  the  French  fiibermen  ftail  not  go  beyond  this 
line.  His  Majefty  is  firmly  perfuaded  tliat  the  King  of  Great  Britain  will  give  like  orders  to 
the  Englifti  fi(hermen« 

<*  The  King's  defire  to  maintain  the  peace,  comprehends  India  as  well  as  the  other  parts  of 
tbe  world  ;  his  Britannic  Majefty  may  therefore  be  aftured,  that  his  lilajefty  will  never,  permk 
that  an  ob}eft  fo  inoflTenfive  and  fo  harmlefs  as  the  ditch  witli  which  Chandernagore  is  to  be 
furrounded,  fhould  give  any  umbrage  to  the  court  of  London* 

**•  The  King,  in  propo^ng  new  arrangements  of  commerce,  had  no  other  defign  than  to 
remedy,  by  the  rules  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience,  whatever  may  be  defe£tive  in 
the  treaty  of  commecce  figned  at  Utrecht,  in  1713.  Xhe  King  of  Great  Britain  may  judge 
from  thence,  that  his  Majefty's  intention  is  not  in  any  wife  to  caned  all  tlie  ftipulattons  in 
the  above-mentioned  treaty ;  he  declares,  on  the  contrary,  from  henceforth,  that  he  is  difpofed 
to  maintain  all  the  privileges,  facilities  and  advantages  exprefled  in  that  treaty,  as  far  as  they 
thall  be  rociprocal,  or  compenfatcd  by  equivalent  advantages.    It  is  to  attain  this  end,-  dcfircd 

3  R  *  on 
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1783  on  each  fide,  that  commiflaries  are  to  be  appointed  to  treat  upon  the  ftate  of  the  trade  betweeit 
tlie  two  nations,  and  that  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time  is  to  be  allowed  for  compleating  their 
work.  His  Majefty  hope§  that  this  objcft  will  be  purfued  with  the  fame  good  faith,  and  the 
fame  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which  prefided  over  the  difcuffion  of  the  other  points  comprifcd  in 
the  definitive  treaty ;  and  his  faid  Majefty  is  firmly  perfuaded,  that  tlic  rcfpe£tive  commifiaries 
will  employ  the  ntmoft  diligence  for  the  completion  of  this  important  work. 

**  In  witncfs  whereof,  we,  the  under-written  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Moft  Chriftiaii> 
Majefty,  being  thereto  duly  autborifed,  have  figned  the  prefent  counter-declaration,  and  hava 
caufed  the  feal  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto^ 

•«  GivenatVerlailles  the  3d  of  September,  1783. 

"  (L.  S.)  Gravier  d-e  Vergennes." 

The  definitive  Treaty  0/ Peace  and  Friendjhip  between  bis  Britannic  Maj,e/iy  and 

the  King  of  Spain* 

*«  Article  I.  There  fliJlIl  be  a  Chriftian,  univcrfal  and  perpetual  peace,  as  well  by  fea  as  by^ 
land,  and  a  fincere  and  conftant  friendfhip  fhall  be  re-eftabli(hed,  between  their  Britannic  and 
Catholic  Majefties,  and  between  their  heirs  and  fuccellbrs,  kingdoms,  dominions,  provinces^ 
countries,  fubjeAs  and  vai&ls,  of  what  quality  or  condition  foever  they  be,  without  exception, 
either  of  places  or  perfons ;  fo  that  the  high  contra&ing  parties  fhall  give  the  greateft  attention 
to  the  maintaining  between  themfelves  and  their  faid  dominions  and  fubjefts,  this  reciprocal 
friendfhfp  and  intercourfe,  without  permitting  hereafter,  on  either  part,  any  kind  of  boftili* 
ties  to  be  committed,  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any  caufe  or  under  any  pretence  whatfo* 
ever :  and  they  fhall  carefully  avord,  for  the  future,  every  thing  which  might  prejudice  the 
union  happily  re-eftablifhed,  endeavouring,  on  the  contrary,  to  procure  reciprocally  fotr  each 
other,  on  every  occafion,  whatever  may  contribute  to  their  mutual  glory,  interefts  and  ad- 
vantage,  without  giving  any  affiftance  or  protcflion,  direftly  or  indireftly,  to  thofe  who 
would  do  any  injury  to  either  of  the  high  contrading  parties.  There  fhall  be  a  general  obli-^ 
vion  and  amnefly  of  every  thing  which  may  have  been  done  or  committed,  before  or  fince  the* 
commencement  of  the  war  which  is  juft  ended, 

**  XL  The  treaties  of  Wcftphalia  of  1648 ;  thofe  of  Madrid  of  1667  and  of  a67o ;  thofe  of 
peace  and  of  commerce  of  Utrecht  of  17 13;  that  of  Baden  of  17 14;  of  Madrid  of  1715;  of 
Seville  of  1729;  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  of  1748;  the  treaty  of  Madrid  of 
1750 ;  and  the  definitive  treaty  of  Paris  of  1763,  fcrvc  as  a  bafis  and  foundation  to  the^peace^ 
and  to  the  prefent  treaty ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  they  are  all  renewed  and  confirmed,  in  the 
beft  form,  as  well  as  all  the  treaties  in  general  which  fubfifted  between '  the  high  contracting 
parties  before  the  war,  and  particularly  all  thofe  which  are  fpecified  and  renewed  in  the*  afore- 
faid  definitive  treaty  of  Paris,  in  the  beft  form,  and  as  if  they  were  herein  inferted  word  for 
word  ;  fo  that  they  are  to  be  cxaQly  obferved  for  the  future  in  their  fuU  tenor,  and  religioufly 
executed,  by  both  parties,  in  ail  the  points  which  fhall  not  be  derogated  from  by  the  prefent 
treaty  of  peace. 

**  HI.  All  the  prifoners  taken  on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea,  and  the  boftage^ 
carried  away  or  given,  during  the  war,  and  to  this  day,  fhall  be  reftoved  without  ranfom,  in 
fisc  weeks  at  lateft,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  prefent  treaty;  each 
crown  refpe£tively  difcharging  the  advances  which  fhall  have  been  made  for  the  fabfiftenceand 
maintenance  of  their  prifonersy  by  the  fovereign  of  the  coimtry  where  they  fhall  have  been  de- 

tainedi 
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be  furnilhed  on  either  fide ;  and  fureties  (hall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
which  the  prifoners  may  have  contrafted  in  the  countries  where  they  may  have  been  detained, 
until  their  entire  releafe.  And  all  Ihips,  as  well  men  of  war  as  merchant  fhips,  which  tn^y 
have  been  taken  fincc  the  expiration  of  the  terms  agreed  upon  for  the  ccflation  of  hoftilities  b^ 
fea,  fliaU  likewifc  be  reftored,  bonafide^  with  all  their  crews  and  cargoes.  And  the  execution 
of  this  article  fhall  be  proceeded  upon  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
treaty. 

•**  IV.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  cedes,  in  full  right,  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  the  ifland 
of  Minorca.  Provided  that  the  fame  ftipulations  inferted  in  the  following  article  Avail  take 
place  in  favour  of  the  Britifh  fubjefts,  with  regard  to  the  above-mentioned  ifland. 

"  V.  His  Britannic  Majefty  cedes  and  guaranties,  in  full  right  to  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
Eaft  Florida,  as  alfo  Weft  Florida.  His  Catholic  Majefty  agrees  that  the  Britifli  inhabitants, 
or  others  who  may  have  been  ful>jeas  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  faid  countries,  may 
retire  in  full  fecurity  and  liberty,  where  they  fhall  think  proper,  and  may  fell  their  cftates,  and 
remove  their  efFefts,  as  well  as  their  perfons,  without  being  reftrained  in  their  emigration, 
under  any  pretence  wbatfoever,  except  on  account  of  debts  or  criminal  profecutions  ;  the  term 
limited  for  this  emigration  being  fixed  to  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  to  be  computed  from 
the  dayof  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty  ;  but  if,  from  the  value  of  the 
poflTefCons  of  the  Englifh  proprietors,  they  fhall  not  be  able  to  difpofe  of  then^  within  the  faid 
term,  then  his  Catholic  Majefty  fhall  grant  them  a  prolongation  proportioned  to  that  end.  It 
is  further  ftipulated,  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  fliall  have  the  power  of  removing  from  Eafk 
Florida  all  the  cfFeAs  which  may  belong  to  him,  whether  artillery  or  other  matters. 

**  VI.  The  intention  of  the  two  high  contrading  parties  being  to  prevent,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  all  the  caofes  of  complaint  and  mifunderftanding  heretofore  occaiioned  by  the  cutting  of 
wood  for  dying,  or  logwood ;  and  feveral  Englifh  fettlements  having  been  formed  and  ex- 
tended under  that  pretence,  upon  the  Spanifh  continent ;  it  is  exprefsly  agreed,  that  bis  Bri- 
tannic Majefty's  fubjeds  fhall  have  the  right  of  cutting,  loading  and  carrying  away  logwood, 
in  the  diftrift  lying  between  the  rivers  'Wallis  or  Bellize,  and  Rio  Hondo^  taking  the  courfe 
of  the  faid  two  rivers  for  unalterable  boundaries,  fo  as  that  the  navigation  of  them  be  common 
to  both  nations,  to  wit,  by  the  river  Wallis  or  Bellize,  from  the  fea,  afcending  as  far  as  op- 
pofite  to  a  lake  or  inlet  which  runs  into  the  land,  and  forms  an  ifthmus.or  neck,  with  another 
fmaller  inlet,  which  comes  from  the  fide  of  Rio  Neuvo,  or  New  River;  fo  that  the  line  of 
reparation  ihall  pafs  ftrait  acrofs  the  faid  ifthmus,  and  meet  another  lake  formed  by  the  water 
of  Rio  Neuvo,  or  New  River,  at  its  current.  The  faid  line  fhall  continue  with  the  courfe  of 
Rio  Neuvo,  defcending  as  far  as  oppofite  to  a  river,  the  fouree  of  which  is  marked  in  the  map» 
between  Rio  Neuvo  and  Rio  Hondo,  and  which  empties  itfelf  into  Rio  Hondo;  which  river 
fhall  alfo  ferve  as  a  common  boundary  as  far  as  its  junflion  with  Rio  Hon'do ;  and  from  thence 
.  defcending  by  Rio  Hondo  to  the  fea,  as  tlie  whole  is  marked  on  the  map  which  the  plenipo. 
tentiaries  of  the  two  crowns  have  thought  proper  to  make  ufe  of,  for  afcertaining  the  points 
agreed  upon,  to  the  end  that  a  good  correfpondence  may  reign  between  the  two  nations,  and 
that  the  Englifh  workmen,  cutters  and  labourers  may  not  trefspafs  from  an  uncertainty  of  the 
boundaries.  The  refpe£live  commiflaries  fhall  fix  upon  convenient  places,  in  the  territory 
above  marked  out,  in  order  that  his  Britannic  Majefty's  fubjefts  employed  in  ihe  felling  af 
logwood,  may,  without  interruption^  build  therein  houfcs  and  magazines  necefTary  for  them* 

felvcft^ 


501  AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHROMOLOCrCAL     DEDUCTION 

A.  n.  " 

1783  fcIvcSf  their  ftmilies,  and  their  effe&$ ;  and  his  Catholic  Majefty  aiTures  to  them  the  enjoy 
nicnt  of  all  that  is  cxprelTed  in  the  prcfent  article ;  provided  that  thcfc  fttpularions  Ihall  not  be 
confidered  as  derogating  in  any  wife  from  bis  rights  of  fovcreignty.  Therefore  all  the  Englifh' 
who  may  be  difpcrfed  in  any  other  parts,  whether  on  the  Spanifh  continent,  or  in  any  of  the 
itlands  wliatfocver,  dependent  on  the  aforcfaid  Spanilh  continent*  and  for  whatever  reafon  it 
might  be,  without  exception,  fhall  retire  within  the  diftrift  which  has  been  above  defer! bed. 
in  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  to  be  comfhited  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  i  and 
for  this  pnrpofe  orders  fhall  be  ilTued  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  MajeAy ;  and  on  that  of  his 
Catholic  Majclly,  his  governors  fhall  be  ordered  to  grant  to  the  Englifli,  difperfed,  every  con-  - 
venience  poflible  for  their  removing  to  the  fettlement  agreed  upon  by  the  prefent  article,  or  for 
retiring  wherever  they  fhall  think  proper.  It  is  likewifc  ftipalated,  that  if  any  fortifications 
fhould  aftually  have  beeik  heretofore  cre3«d  within  the  limits  marked  out,  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jelty  ftiall  caufc  them  all  to  be  demolilhed ;  and  he  will  order  his  fubjeds  not  to  build  any  new 
one«.  The  Englifh  inhabitants  who  fhall  fcnle  there  for  the  cutting  of  logwood,  (hali  be  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  a  free  fifhcry  for  their  fubfiflence,  on  the  'coafts  of  tbc  dtftrift  above  agreed  on, 
or  of  the  iflarids  fituated  oppofite  thereto,  without  being  in  any  wife  difturbed  on  that  account; 
provided  they  do  not  eftablifli  thcmfclves,  in  any  manner  on  the  did  ifiands. 

**  VII,  His  Catholic  Majefty  fhall  reflore  to  Great  Britain,  the  ifbnds  of  Providence,  and  ' 
the  Bahamas,  without  exception,  in  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  when  they  were  conquer- 
ed by  the  arms  of  the  King  of  Spain.     The  fame  fUpulations  infertcd  in  the  fifth  article  of  this 
treaty  fhall  take  place  in  favour  of  the  Spanifh  fubjefts,  with  regard  to  Hit  iflaads  mentioned 
in  the  prefent  article. 

*'  VIII.  All  the  countries  and  territories,  which  may  have  been,  or  which  may  be  con- 
quered in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfocvcr,  by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Majcfly,  as  well  as 
bythofcof  his  Catholic  Majefty,  which  arc  not  included  in  the  prefent  treaty,  neither  under 
the  head  of  ceHions,  nor  under  the  head  of  refiitutions,  fhall  be  reftored  without  difficulty, 
and  without  requiring  any  compcnfation. 

**  IX.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  the  two  high  contrading  parties 
fhall  name  commiflaries  to  treat  concerning  new  arrangements  of  commerce  between  the  tWo 
nations,  on  the  balls  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience ;  which  arrangements  fhall  be 
Jettled  and  concluded  wi^iin  the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  firfl  of 
January,  1784. 

*'  X.  As  it  is  necelTary  to  appoint  a  certain  period  for  the  reftitntions  and  evacuations  to  be 
made  by  each  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
cauft  Eaft  Florida  to  be  evacuated  three  months  after  die  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or 
fooner  if  it  can  be  done.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  (hall,  in  like  manner,  enter  again  into 
poflcffion  of  the  iflands  of  Providence,  and  the  Bahamas,  without  exception,  in  the  fpace  of 
three  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done.  In  con- 
fcquence  whereof,  the  neccfTary  orders  fhall  be  fent  by  each  of  the  high  contrafling  pafties, 
with  reciprocal  paffports  for  the  Alps  which  fhall  carry  them,  immediately  after  the  ratification 
of  the  prefent  treaty, 

"  XI.  Their  Britannic  and  Catholic  Majelties  promife  to  obfervc  fincerely,  and  honS  fide, 
allAc  article's  contained  andeftablllhcd  in  the  pffifent  treaty;  and  they  will  not  fufFcr  the  fame 
to  be  infringed,  dircftly  or  indireftly,  by  their  refpcaivefubjefts:  and  tire  fiud  high  contrafl- 
ing 
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S783.  ing  parties  guaranty  to  each  other,  generally  and  reciprocally,  all  the  ftipulatlons  of  the  pre« 
fcnt  treaty. 

♦*  .XII.  The  folcmn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  prepared  in  good  and  doe  form,  fliall 
be  exchanged  in  this  city  of  Vcrfailles,  between  the  high  contrafting  parties,  in  the  fpacc  of 
♦  *  one  month,  or  fooner  if  poillble,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
treaty.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  hndcr-written  amballadbrs  extraordinary  and  minifters 
plenipotentiary,  have  figned  with  our  hands,  and  their  names,  and  by  virtue  of  our  refpeftive 
full  powers,  the  prefent  definitive  treaty,  and  have  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto.      . 

**  Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  day  of  September,  1783. 

"  (L.  S.)  Le  Comte  D'AKAVjyA^ 

**    (L.  S,)    M^NCHESTEa^" 

•  .  ■  • 

DECLARATION, 

V 

^^  The  new  ftate  in  which  commerce  may  perhaps  be  found,  in  ail  parts  of  the  world,  wilB 
demand  reviiions  and  explanations  of  the  fubfifting  treaties ;  but  an  entire  abrogation  of  thofc 
treaties,  in  whatever  period  it  might  be^  would  throw  commerce  into  fiicb  confufion  as  would 
be  of  infinite  prejudice  to  it. 

**  In  fome  of  the  treaties  of  this  fort  there  are  not  only  articles  which  relate  'merely  to.  com- 
merce, but  many  others  which  infure  reciprocally,  to  the  refpeftive  fubjeds,  privileges,  faci- 
lities for  conducting  their  afiairs,  perfonal  protections,  and  other  advantages,  which  are  not, 
and  which  ought  not  ta  be  of  a- changeable  nature,  fuch  as  the  regulations  relating  merely  to* 
the  value  of  goods  and  merchandize,  variable  from  circumftances  of  every  kind. 

*^  .Wheh  therefore  the  itate  of  the  trade  between  the  two  nations  fhall  be  treated  upon,  it  is 

Tequifite  to  be  underflood,  that  the  alterations  which  may  be  made  in  the  fubfifting  treaties 

are  to  extend  only  to  arrangements  merely  commercial ;  and  that  the  privileges  and  advantages 

>    mutual  and  particular,  be  not  only  preferved  on  each  fide,  but  even  augmented,  if  it  can 

i>edone.  ,  ' 

**  In  this  view,  his  Majefty  has  cbnfented  to  the  appcMntmcnt  of  commiflaries,  on  eacb 
fide,  who  fhall  treat  folely  upon  this  objeft. 

^  Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of  September^  1783. 

"  (L»  S.)  Manchester/^ 

C  O  U  N  T  E  R  -  D  E  C  L  A  R  A  T  I  O  N.^ 

^  The  Catholic  King,  in  ptopofing  new  arrangements  of  commerce,  ba^  had  no  other  de-^ 
fign  than  to  remedy,,  by  the  rule»  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience,  whatever  may  be  de- 
lieAive  in  preceding  treaties  of  conimerce.   The  King  of  Great  Britain  may  judge  from  thence,. 

-  that  the  intention  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  is  not  in  any  manner  to  cancel  all  the  itipulations 
contained  in  the  above-mbntioned  treaties ;  he  declares,  on  the  contrary,  from  henceforth, 

I  that  he  is  difpofed  to  maintain  all  the  privileges^,  facilities,  and  advantages,  exprefled  in  the 
old  treaties,  as  far  as  they  fhall  be  reciprocal,  or  compenfated  by  equivalent  advants^s.  It  is 
to  attain  this  end,  defired  on  each  fide,-  that  commifTaries  are  to  be  named  to  treat  upon  the 
jtate  of  trade  between  the  two  nations,  and  that  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time  is  to  be  allowed 
for  compleating  their  work.  His  Catholic  Majefty  hopes  that  this  objeft  will  be  purfued  with 
th6  fame  good  faith,  and.  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  conciliation,,  which  have  prefided  over  the 

difcuflion 
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equally  confident,  that  the  refpedive  commiflaries  will  employ  the  utmoft  diligence  for  tbo 

completion  of  this  important  work. 

"  Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of  September,  1783. 

*<  (L.  S.)  Le  Comte  D'Aranda." 

7}?e  definitive  treaty  of  Peace  and  Friend /hip  between  bis  Britannic  Majejly  and  the 

United  States  of  jimerlca* 

*<  Article  I.  His  Britannic  Majcfty  acknowledges  the  faid  United  Slates,  viz.  New  Harnp* 
fliire,  Maifachurets  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Conne^icut,  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South' Carolina 
and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  fovereign,  and  independent  ftates ;  that  he  treats  with  them  as  fuch  ; 
and  for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and  fucceifors,  relinquiihes  all  claims  to  the  government,  propriety, 
and  territorial  rights  of  the  fame,  and  every  part  thereof. 

'*  IL  And  that  all  difputes  whicli  might  arife  in  future  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  boundaries  of 
of  the  faid  United  States  may  be  prevented^  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the 
following  are,  and  ihall  be,  their  boundaries,  viz.  from  the  north^weft  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,  to  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north, — from  the  fource  of 
St.  Croix  river  to  the  Highlands,  along  the  faid  Highlands,  which  divide  thofe  rivers  that 
empty  thcmfclves  into  the  river  St.  Laurence, — from  thofc  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  to  the  north  weftemmoft  head  of  Conne£ticut  river, — thence  down  along  the  middle 
of  that  river,  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,— ^fromthence  by  a  line  due  weft  on  that . 
latitude,  until  it  ftrikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cateraquy, — tlience  along  the  middle  of  the  faid 
river  into  the  lake  Ontario,  through  the  middle  of  that  lake,  until  it  ftrikes  the  communicatioa 
between  the  faid  lake  and  the  lake  Erie, — thence  along  the  middle  of  that  communication  into 
lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  the  faid  lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the  water  communication 
between  that  lake  and  Lake  Huron, — thence  along  the  middle  of  the  faid  water  communica* 
tion, — thence  through  the  middle  of  the  faid  lake  to  the  water  communication  between  that 
lake  and  Lake  Superior, — thence  through  Lake  Superior,  northward  of  the  ifles  Royal  and 
Phillipeaux,  to  the  Long  Lake, — thence  through  the  middle  of  the  faid  Long  Lake,  and  the 
water  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  faid  Lake  of  the  Woods,— 
thence  tiirough  the  faid  Lake  to  the  moft  north-weftern  point  of  it ;  and  from  thence,  in  a  due 
weft  courfe,  to  the  river  Mifliflippi, — thence  by  aline  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  faid 
river  Mifliflippi,  until  it  fliall  intcrfeft  the  nofthernmoft  part  of  the  31ft  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude.— 'South,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  eaft,  from  the  determination  of  the  line  laft«mention- 
ed,  in  the  latitude  of  31  degrees  north  of  the  Equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalacfaicola, 
or  Catahouche, — ^^thence  along  the  middle  thereof,  to  its  junftion  with  the  river  Flint,— 
thence  ftrait  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  River,  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St  Mary's 
River  to  the.Atlantic  Ocean. — Eaft,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St. 
Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  to  its  fource ;  and  from  its  fource,  direftly  north 
to  the  faid  Highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  from  thofe 
which  fall  into  the  river  St,  Laurence ;  comprehending  all  iflands  within  20  leagues  of  any  part 
of  the  fliores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the 
poipts  where  the  faid  boundaries,  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft  Florida  on 

3  the 


OP      THE      OltlOlN      OF      COMMERCE,  50  <; 

A.  D* 

1/83  the  Other,  Ihall  rcfpcAircIy  touch  the  Bay  of  Fnndy,  and  ihe  Atlantic  Ocean ;  excepting  fuch 
iilands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

<«  III.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  ihail  continue  to  enjoy,  unm#Ieft« 
«d,  the  right  to  take  fifli  of  every  kin.d  on  the  grand  bank,  and  on  all  the  other  banks  of  New- 
foundland :  alfo  in  the  guiph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the  fea  where  the  in- 
habitants of  both  countries  ufed  at  any  time  heretofore  to  filh.  And  alfo  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  (hall  have  fiberty  to  take  fifli  of  every  kind  on  fuch  part  of  the  ccaft  of 
Newfoundland  as  Britifli  fifhermen  (hall  ufe,  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  fame  on  that  iiland)  and 
alfo  on  thecoafts,  bays,  and  creeks  of  all  other  of  his  Britannic  Majefty's  dominions  in  Ame- 
rica ;  and  that  the  American  filhermen  (hall  have  liberty  to  dry  and  c«re  fi(h  in  any  of  the  un- 
fettied  bays,  harbours,  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  Iflands,  and  Labrador,  fo  long 
«s  the  (kme  (hall  remain  uniettled ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  fame,  or  either  of  them,  (hall  be  iettled, 
it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  the  faid  {i(hermen  to  dry  or  cure  fi(h  at  fuch  fettkment  without « 
previous  agreedient  for  that  purppfe  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or  pc^lfors  of  the  ground. 
,  <<  IV.  It  is  agreed,  diat  creditors  on  either  (ide  (hall  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to 

the  recovery  of  the  full  value,  in  fterling  money,  of  all  bonifidt  debts  heretofore  contracted. 

*^  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  Congrefs  (hall  ckrneAly  recommend  it  to  the  legiflatures  of  the 
refpedive  ftates,  lo  provide  for  the  reftitution  of  all  eftates,  rights,  and  properties,  which  have 
been  confifcated,  belonging  to  real  Briti(h  fubjeds,  and  alfo  of  the  eftates,  rights  and  properties  of 
perfons  refident  in  difirids  in  the  pofleilion  of  his  Majefty's  arms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms 
againft  the  (aid  United  States :  and  that  perfons  of  any  other  defcription  (hall  have  free  liberty 
to  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  and  therein  to  remain  twelve 
iBonths  unmolefted  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  reftitution  of  fuch  of  their  eftates,  rights, 
and  properties,  as  may  have  been  confifcated :  and  that  Congrefs  (hall  alfo  earnefUy  recom- 
mend CO  the  feveral  ftates,  a  reconiideration  and  reviiion  of  all  a6ts  or  laws  regarding  the  pre- 
fiiifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws  or  afts  perfcSIy  con(iftent  not  only  with  juftice  and  equity, 
but  with  that  fpirit  of  conciliation  which,  on  the  return  of  the  bleflings  of  peace,  (hould  uni- 
verfally  prevail.  And  that  Congrefs  lliall  alfo  earneftly  recommend  to  the  ieveral  ftates,  that 
the  eftates,  rights,  and  properties,  of  fuch  laft-mentioned  perfons  (hall  be  reftored  to  them, 
they  refunding  to  any  perfons  who  may  be  now  in  pofteifion  of  the  ionafide  price  (where  any 
has  been  given)  which  (iich  perfons  may  have  paid  oh  purcha(ing  any  of  the  faid  lands,  rights, 
or  properties,  fince  the  coniifcation. 

^  And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  perfons  who  have  any  intereft  in  confifcated  lands,  dther  by 
debts,  marriage  fettlements,  or  otherwife,  fliall  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the  profe^ 
iCUtion  of  their  juft  rights. 

^  VI.  That  there  &aU  be  no  future  confifoations  made,  nor  any  profecutions  commenced 

a^inft  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for  or  by  ivafon  of  tlie  part  which  be  or  they  i^ay  have  taken 

O.     VOL  the  prefent  war ;  and  that  no  perfon'  (hall,  on  that  account,  fuffer  any  further  lofd  or  damage 

.  -        either  in  his  perfon,  liberty,  or  pioperty ;  4ind  that  thofe  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch 

-       charges  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  America)  (hall  be  immediately  fet  at 

tifaerty^  and  the  profecutions  fo  commenced  be  difcontintied. 

"VII.  There  ihall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the 

&id  Stipes,  and  between  the  fubje£bs  of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other,  wherefore,  all 

hoftilities,  both  by  fea  and  land,  (hall  from  henceforth  cea(e :  all  prifoncrs  on  both  (tdes  (hall 

be  fet  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannic  Majefty  (hall,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and  without 

Vot.  IV.  3  S  caufing 
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1783  caufing  any  deftrudion,  or  carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the  American 
inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrifons,  and  fleets,  from  the  faid  United  States,  and 
,  from  every  port,  place,  and  harbour  within  the  fame ;  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  Ameri-- 
can  artillery  that  may  be  therein  :  and  (hall  alfo  order  and  caufe  all  archives,  records,  deeds, 
and  papers,  belonging  to  any  of  the  faid  States,  or  their  citizens,  which  in  the  coorfe  of  the 
war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  bis  officers,  to  be  forthwith  reftored  and  delivered  to  the 
proper  ftates  and  perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

•*  VIIL  The  navigation  of  the  river  Mifiiflippi,  from  its  foarce  to  the  ocean,  (hall  for  ever 
remain  free  and  open  to  the  fubjeAs  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes. 

*'  IX.  In  cafe  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  any  place  or  territory  belonging  to  Great  Britain, 
or  to  the  United  States,  fhould  have  been  conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  the  other, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  faid  proviiional  articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  fame  fhall 
be  reftored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  any  compenfation. 

**  X.  The  folemn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  expedited  in  good  and  doe  fbrm^  fhall 
be  exchanged  between  the  contrading  parties  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if  poffiblc^ 
to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

**  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under-figned,  their  minifters  plenipotentiary,  havCj  in  their 
name,  and  in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  figned  with  our  hands  the  prefent  definitive  treaty^ 
and  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto^ 

'*  Done  at  Paris,  tlxis  third  day  of  September,  178^. 

«  (L.  S.)  D.  Hartley. 
**  (L.  S.)  John  Adams. 
"  (L.  S.)  B.  Franklin^ 
"  (L.  S.)  John  Jay." 

The  definitive  treaty  with  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Couxl** 
tries,  was  not  figned  till  the  month  of  May  in  the  fucceeding  year. 

The  peace  was  proclaimed  at  London  on  the  fifteenth  of  September,  in  this  year,  with  all 
the  ufnal  folemnities. 

On  the  eleventh  of  November  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  met  for  the  difpatch  of  bufi* 
nefs,  when  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  informed  them  concerning  the  ftate  of  the  treaties  of 
peace,  and  the  happy  profpeft  there  was,  that  the  feveral  parties  to  tbofe  treaties  would  concur 
with  the  King  in  his  inclination  to  keep  the  calamities  of  war  at  a  diftancp.  The  reafon  of 
their  being  called  together  after  fuch  a  fhort  recefs  was  then  explained :  the  fituation  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company  was  reprefented  as  claiming  their  utmoft  exertions,  and  the  providing  for 
the  fecurity  and  increafe  of  the  revenue,  by  the  fuppreffion  of  the  illicit  trade,  was  flrongly  re<» 
commended*  The  Houfe  of  Commons  was  informed,  that  the  reductions  which  had  beei> 
made  in  the  naval  and  military  eftablifhments  were  brought  as  low  as  prudence  would  admit, 
and  that  it  was  not  doubted  but  the  fortitude  which  had  hitherto  fupported  the  nation  omider  fo 
many  difficulties,  would  make  her  bear  with  cheaifulnpfs  the  burthens  which  the  (Mrcfent  ex- 
igencies would  require,  and  which  were  neceflary  for  the  full  fupport  of  the  national  credit.— 
The  fpeech  concluded  with. recommending  temper  and  moderation  in  all:  their  deliberaitions^ 
and  with  hoping,  that,  as  in  many  refpe£ls  our  fttuation  was  new,  their  couhfels  would  pro* 
Tide  what  that  fituation  called  for,  and  that  their  wifdom  would  give  perfnanency  to  whatever 

had  been  found  beneficial  by  the  experience  of  ages. 

The 
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4^83  The  afFairs  of  tlie  Eaft  India  Company  were,  at  this  time,  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to  demand 
fome  immediate  as  well  as  cfFcftual  regulations,  and  the  prefcnt  adminiilration  were  detcrmin- 
rd  to  provide  them,  Mr;  Fox,  accordipgly,  on  the  1 8th  of  November,  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  vefting  the  afFairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  the  hands  of  certain  com- 
miffioners,  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  and  the  public. 

It  was,  perhaps,  impoffible  for  a  fubjeft  of  greater  dignity  and  weight  to  be  brought  under 
the  infpeftion  of  Parliament :  it  involved  a  principal  fource  of  our  commerce  and  opulence : 
it  was  intimately  conncfted  with  the  honour  and  fair  fame  of  the  Britifh  nation,  and  was  preg- 
nant with  happinefs  or  mifery  to  30,000,000  of  people.  The  patronage  and  the  wealth  of 
India  might  alfo  be  confidered  as  a  continual  fource  of  influence  and  corruption,  and  if  placed 
without  controul,  might  tend  to  overturn  that  balance  of  the  conititutioh,  on  which  our 
liberties  depend. 

The  bill  for  vefting  the  government  in  commiffioners,  was  accompanied  with  a  fccond  bill^ 
the  profelled  obje£i  of  which  was,  ^the  precluding  all  kinds  of  arbitrary  and  defpotic  proceed- 
ings from  the  adminiftration  of  the  territorial  pofTeiRons  &c. 

As  thefe  two  bills  embrace  fuch  an  important  objeA,  occafioned  fuch  a  national  ferment^ and 
met  with  fuch  an  uncommon  &te,  we  flialJ  here  infert  abftra£ks  of  them. 

Absthact  of  a  Bili.  for  vefting  the  AfFairs  of  the  East  India  Company  in  the  Hands 
of  certain  Commiflioners  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Proprietors  and  the  Public. 

<*  Whereas  great  difordcrs  have  prevailed  and  do  ftill  increafe  in  the  management  of  the 
territorial  poffcflion^,  revenues,  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  diminifh- 
ing  the  profperity  of  the  natives,  and  impairing,  and  tlircatening  with  utter  ruin,  the  valuable 
interefis  of  this  nation  in  that  country. 

**  That  the  government  and  management  of  the  prefent  dircftors  and  proprietors  be  fuf- 
pended. 

**  That  William  Earl  FitzwiUiam,  the  Right  Honourable  Frederic  Montagu,  George  Lord 
Vifcount  Lcwjfhara,  the  Honourable  George  Auguftus  North,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart. 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  Bart,  and  Robert  Gregory,  Efq.'  be  conflituted  Directors,  with  the  feveral 
powers  of  the  former  court  of  direftors  and  general  court  of  proprietors. 

«<  That  the  above  dire£lors  immediately  enter  into  pofleflion  of  all  lands,  tenements,  books, 
records,  veflels^  goods^  money,  and  fecurities,  in  truft  for  the  Company. 

*«  That  Thomas  Cheap,  George  Cuming,  Richard  Hall,  John  Harrifon,  Jofeph  Sharp, 
John  Michie,  John  Smith,  George  Tatem,  and  James  Moffat,  Efquircs,  proprietors  each  of 
them  of  2,oool.  Company's  ftock  at  leaft,  be  ai&ftant4ire£tors,  entirely  fubordinate  to  the 
principal  dire£tors« 

"  That  any  vacancy  in  the  board  of  directors  be  filled  by  his  Majcfty,  under  his  fign 
manual,  within  twenty  days. 

^  That  any  vacancy  in  the  board  of  affiftant  dire&ors,  be  filled  by  the  majority  of  propri- 
etors, qualified  as  formerly,  not  by  ballot,  but  in  an  open  court, 

'*  That  any  five  of  the  directors  be  empowered  to  remove  any  of  the  affiftant  direftors,  * 
entering  in  their  journals  their  reafons  for  the  removal.  ,• 

«•  That  William  Earl  FitzwiUiam  be  chairman  -of  the  board  of  direftors,  and  the  Right 
Honourable  Frederic  Montagu  be  deputy-chairman,  with  the  reverfion  of  the  chair :  future 
vacancies  in  thcfe  offices  to  be  fupplied  by  the  eleftion  of  the  direftors. 

3  ^  ^  "  That 
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1783  '*  That  tbc  chairmaDy  or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy  chainaan,  hare  power  to  fommon  anf 
extraordinary  meeting  of  the  board,  and  to  propofe  the  btifinefs  to  be  firft  confidered,  with 
the  privilege  of  a  calling  voice ;  the  majonty  of  the  diceAors  however  being  at  liberty  to 
adjourn  their  meetings  as  they  Ihall  think  pvoper. 

**  That  the  direftors  vote  openly »  and  in  any  difference  of  opinion,  except  as  to  theele£):ioa 
to  offices  of  a  perfon  not  having  before  been  in  the  Company's  fervice,  enter  upon  their 
journals  their  reafons  for  their  vote. 

'<  That  no  pecfm  concerned  in  any  mercantile  manner  with  the  company. 

^*  That  no  perfon  charged  with  corrupt  praftice,  peculation,  oropprefiion  in  India^  within 

two  years  before  the  time  of  his  nomination,  until  the  dire&ors»  or  three  of  tbem^  fhall  have 

examined  imo  and  acquitted  him  of  the  charge. 

.  ^    **  That  no  perfon  who  has  been,  or  fhall  hereafter  be,  in  the  Company's  fervice  in  Indla^ 

until  two  years  from  his  return  be  elapfed,  be  capable  of  being  a  direftor,  or  affifiant  direAor. 

^*  That  the  diredors,  oncein  every  fix  months,  Is^  before  the  general  court  of  proprietors 
an  exaft  ftate  of  their  accounts* 

*^  That  the  direttors^  within  twenty  days  after  the  commencement  of  every  feffion  of  Par- 
liament, lay  beibre  the  commiffioners  of  thetrtafury,  to  be  fubmitted  to  both  houlcs  of  Far« 
liament,  an  accurate  ftate  of  their  accounts  and  eftablifliments. 

**  That  the  cKre£lors  have  full  powers  to  remove,  or  fufpend,  evtry  perfon  front  any  fiation^ 
civil  or  military,  in  the  company's  fervice. 

*^  That  every  charge  of  peculatbn,  ufury»  Receipt  of  prefents,  oppre&onoi  breach  of  orders, 
tranfmitted  to  the  dire£bors,  be  examined  by  them  within  twenty  days,  and  if  they  fhall  not 
think  proper  to  recal,  or  order  a  ptofecution  againft  the  perfon  fo  charged,  each  diredor  emer 
in  their  journals  his  reafons  for  declining  thofe  fteps« 

^*  That  the  direftors,  before  they  confirm  the  appointment  tfaemfelves,  or  fuffer  the  depar- 
ture from  Great  Britain  for  India  of  any  perfon.againft  whom  any  fuch  charge  has  been  made, 
make  a  full  examination  into  the  fubje£t  of  the  charge,  and  enter  upon  their  journals  their 
reafons  for  not  attending  to  it. 

**  That  in  cafe  of  any  diffisrence  between  the  governor-general  and  council  of  Bengal,  or 
between  any  of  the  prefidents  and  their  councils;  or  between  the  government  of  one  fettlement 
and  the  government  of  another,  the  direftors  enter  into  an  examination  Qf  the  difference  with- 
in twenty  days,  and  within  three  nK>nths  either  come  to  a  definitive  decifion,  or  enter  upon 
their  journals  their  reafonf  for  not  coming  to  fuch  a  decifion. 

^^  That  in  cafe  of  any  queftion  fubmitted  to  the  diredors  by  any  of  the  prefidencies  in  India, 
the  diieAors  return  an  anfwer  to  the  queilion  within  three  months,  or  enter  upon  their  journals 
the  reafons  of  their  delay. 

<'  That,  in  cafe  of  any  bieacb  of  treaty,  injury,  or  grievance,  committed  againft  any  Prince 
in  India,  complained  of,  or  otherwife  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  dire£tors,  the  dire^ors 
enquire  into  fuch  injury  ak  fpeedily  as  may  be,  begin  their  examination  by  confidering-  the  trea- 
ties or  orders  of  the  former  direftors  and  court  of  proprietors,  and  do  complete  juftice  to  fvtch 
Prince  on  every  material  article  of  complaint,  and  not  upon  the  whole  in  grofs^ 

'*  That  three  of  the  diredors  form  a  board. 
,  \  <*  That  the  correfpondehce  of  the  dire&ora  be  figned  by  their  fecretafy. 

^*  That  the  direAors  and  afliflant  direAors,  be  incapable  of  holding  any  office  ia^  the  com-r 
pany's  fervice,  or  any  place  of  profit  from  the  crown  during  pleafurc* 

3  V  That 
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^785  **  That  it  be  lawful  for  his  Majefly  to  remove  any  of  the  direAors  or  aiffiAant  dire£tors». 
upon  an  addrefs  from  cither  Houfe  of  Parliaments 

^  That  any  direftor  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  hie  Majefty>  be  not  difqaaiified  from  fittiD|( 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

^  That  the  affiftant  direftors  receive  from  the  eoropany  a  ^aff  yearly  falar]^  of  500^* 

^  That  this  aft  continue  in  force  for  four  yearsv'*^ 

Abftsaft  of  a  BiU  fof  die  better  Goverament  of  the  Territorial  Poflcffions  and 

Dependencies  in  Inditt* 

^  Whereas  great  diforders  have  prevailed  in  the  government  of  the  Britilh  Eaft  Indies^  andl 
the  bws  and  lawful  authority  of  this  kingdom,  have  not  beety  duly  obeyed  by  the  fervants  of 
the  Eaft  Indkk  Company* 

*^  That  no  authority  is,  or  was  intended  to  be  granted- by  an  aA  of  the  13th  of  Geo^IIL 
(Lord  North's  Eaft  India  bill)  or  by  any  other  a£l  to  the  governor  general  and  council  of 
Bengal,  or  any  other  perfon,  exempting  them  from  a  ftriA  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  late 
court  of  direftor^,  or  the  future  orders  of  the  commiflioners,  n«Hned,  infteadof  that  court,  ia 
an  a£t  of  this  fefllon  of  Parliament. 

*^*  That  the  orders  of  the  late  court  of  direAors  be  confidered  as  rule»  for  the  conduA  of  the 
Company's  fervants,  until  notice  fhall  be  givea  by  the  commtfioners  of  any  alteration  or 
repeal* 

•'  That  the  reftriAions  and  provxGons  of  the  a  A  13th  Geo,  III.  were  not  intended,  and  are 
hereby  exprefsly  declared  not  to  be  confined  to  the  forts,  fa^ories,  and  other  fubordinate  places: 
in  riie  fcttlemcnt  of  Fort  William,  but  extend  to*  alt  ordinances  iflued  by  the  governor  general 
and  council  of  Fort  William^ 

^  That  an  abftrad  of  fuch  ordinances  be  regift^red  and  a^lxed  in  the  Periian  and  Hindoftan 
languages,  ia  every  provincial  court  in.  the  province»  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orifia,.  or  in  the; 
territory  to  which  they  relate. 

"  That  the  powers  of  the  governor  general  and  council,  or  of  any  prefident  and  couhcil^  be 
incapable  of  being  delegated,  and  that  no  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  any  fpecial  commif- 
fion  be  finally  approved,  until  »  fxill  report-,  accompanied^  witb  voudiers^,  be  mad^to  the 
governor  general  and  council,  or  prefident  and  council. 

**  That  all  communications  of  any  native  Prince  or  hi»  agent,  or  any  Britifh-  refident,  or 
fubordinate  fettlement,  or  coIle£lor  of  revenue,  fhall  be  addrefied  to  the  governor  general  and^ 
council,  or  prefident  and  council^  and  all  fuch.  communications,  however  addrelled>  be  laid 
before  the  council. 

**  That  the  governor  general  or  prefident  may  adjourn  the  confideration  of  any  queftion  in* 
the  reipeftive  councils  for  the  fpace  of  faeh  queftions"  not  to  be  adjourned 

oftnerthan 

**  That  the  governor  general  knd  council  or  prefident  and  council,  fliaU  not  etchange  any 
tenitory,  oracceptany  aCquifitiom 

**  That  the  governor  general  and  council  do  not  invade  the  terrifery  of  any  independent 
Prince,  until  a  majority  in  council,  in  minutes  fubfcribed  by  each  member  comp6fing  thr 
majority,  fhall  declape  that  fttch  Prince  is  about  to  attack  the  territory  ofthe  Compaiiy  or  theiir 
dependenctcs* 

«  That 
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1783*.     *^  Thai  the  governor  general  and  council,  or  prefident  and  council,  do  not  form  any  allianct 

for  the  purpofe  of  dividing  or  fharing  s^ny  territory. 
r  "  That  the  govcrno'r  generU  and  council,  or  prefident  and  council,  do  not  hire  out  any 

part  of  the  Company's  troops  to  any  independent  Prince.  ' 

**  That  the  governor  general  and-touhcil,  or  prefident  and  council,  do  not  appoint  to  any 
cfBcc  any  perfon  removed  from  any  office  for  mifdcmeanor, 

**  That  the  governor  general  and  council,  or  prefident  and  council,  or  any  colleftor  of 
revenue,  or  member  of  any  fubordinate  fettlement,  do  not  let  out  to  hire  any  farm,  or  other 
thing,  to  any  fervant  of  any  perfon  in  the  civil  fervice  of  the  Company ;  the  profits  of  all  con- 
traAs,  contrary  to  this  claufe,  to  be  recoverable  from  the  principal.  •     " 

**  That  all  monopolies  in  India  be  void. 

**  That  no  debt  or  balance  exceeding  in  confequence  of  any  advance  for 

any  purchafe,  be  recoverable  after  tlie  fpacc  of  and  no.  perfon  be  imprifoned 

for  fuch  debt. 

**  That,  whereas  by  the  aft  13th  Geo.  III.  it  is  enaftcd,  That  every  illegal  prefent  be 
^leemed  to  have  been  received  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company,  and  whereas  that  provifion  has  been 
attended  with  iiiconvenience ;  that  every  fuch  prefent,  if  the  fame  be  not  corruptly  given,  to 
obtain  any  place  or  otlier  objeft,  to  which  theperfon  giving  the  fame  fhall  not  be  entitled,  be 
jeturned,  and  be  recoverable  by  aftion. 

**  That  in  cafe  the  perfon  giving  fuch  prefent,  or  the  Company  do  not  fue  for  the  fame 
within  months,  the  fame  be  recoverable  by  any  perrifon  for  his  fok  ufe  and  benefit. 

**  That  if  any  perfon  be  convifted  in  any  of  the  courts  in  India  of  receiving  any  prefent 
•contrary  to  the  aft  13th  Geo.  IIL  fuch  perfon  Ihall  thereupon 

**  That  all  lands  and  tenements,  not  in  theaftual  occupation  of  the  Company,  or  by  them 
farmed  out,  be  deemed  to  be  the  eftate  and  inheritance  of  the  native  landholders  and  families, 
unlefs  difpoileiled  by  the  judgment  of  fome  competent  court  for  fome  crime  or  mifdemeanor, 
or  non-payment  of  their  rent, 

''  That  the  rent  paid  by  the  landholders  immediately  before  the  year  Ihall  not  be 

altered  or  increafcd. 

"  That  the  governor  general  and  council  may  reftore  any  landholder  difpofleffed  of  his  ter- 
ritory ;  fubjeft  neverthelefs  to  fuch  leafes  as  Ihall  have  been  made  before  the 
and  if  the  landholder  ftiall  have  quitted  his  territory  upon  condition  of  receiving  any  penfion, 
^nd  (hall  prefer  fuch  penfion,  that  the  fame  upon  no  account  be  difcontinued. 

**  That  no  Princes  engaged  to  keep  up  a  body  of  troops  for  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  or 
to  pay  any  body  of  Englilh  troops,  or  to  pay  any  tribute  for  the  proteftion  of  the  Company, 
he  EDolefted  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights. 

**  That  all  perfons  be  amenable  to  the  commifiioners,  and  to  all  courts  of  jufiice  of  compe- 
tent jurifdiftion  to  try  offences  committed  in  India,  for  offences  committed  in  the  territories 
of  any  protefted  Prince. 

**  That  no  fervant  of  the  Company,  or  of  his  Majefty,  take  upon  himfclf  to  coUcft  or  farm 
ithe  revenues  of  any  ]^rotefted  Prince. 

•**  That,  if  any  fervant  of  the  Company  (hall  invade  the  territories  of  any  independent 
Prince,  without  written  oxders  from  the  governor  general  and  council,  fuch  perfon  upon  con- 

yjftion  thereof  he 

"  That 
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1783      **  That  no  proteftcd  Prince  have  any  other  Prince  dependent  upon  him,  any  farthcrthan 
fuch  Prince  fl\all  have  flood  bound  to  him  before  the  year  ;  the  troops  of  thefe  laft 

not  to  be  required  without  the  orders  of  the  governor  general  and  council,  or  prefident  and 

council. 

"  That  the  fucceffion  of  the  proteftcd  Princes  fhall  not  be  altered  or  difpofed  of  by  will 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country  and  the  faith  of  treaties. 

**  That  the  protefted  Princes  do  not  farm  any  lands  of  the  Company. 

**  That  no  protefted  Prince  be  permitted  to  rcfide  for  more  than  years  ia 

any  of  the  Company's  fettlements,  unlefs  being  expelled  from  his  dominions. 

**  That  no  fcrvant  of  the  Company  have  any  pecuniary  tranfa£tions  with  any  prote£led 
Prince  ;  all  fuch .tranfadions  to  be  and  any  perfon  convifted  of  fuch  tran&£lion 

to  be 

**  That  no  prote&ed  Prince  remove,  or  increafc  the  rent  of  any  Zemindar  beyond  what  waft 
paid  in  the  year, 

♦*  That  all  Zemindars  fo  difpoffcfled  fhall  be  reftored. 

««  That  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour,  or  any  other  prote&ed  Prince,  do  not 
mortgage  any  land  to  any  Britiih  fabje£t ;  fuch  mortgages  to  be  and  their 

produce  recoverable  by  a£tion» 

**  That  no  money  be  received  upon  account  of  any  debts  from  any  proteAed  Prince,  except 
fuch  as  were  confolidated  in  the  year  without  being  firft  examined,  and  ap- 

pearing to  the  commiflioners  to  have  been  contra£ked  in  fome  open  and  avowed  courfe  of  trade^ 
and  not  as  the  reward  of  any  fervice,  or  for  any  other  matter  prohibited  by  law,  or  by  the 
future  orders  of  the  commiffioners ;  the  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  debt  to  be  entered  in  the 
journals  of  the  commiffioners. 

*•  That  the  difputes  between  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour,  be  examined 
^  and  adjufted  by  the  commiflioners  as  foon  as  may  be,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  treaty 
of  1762,  the  orders  of  the  direAors  to  George  Lord  Pigot,  and  the  arrangements  of  George 
Lord  Pigot. 

**  That  the  commiflioners  tranfmit  to  the  governor  general  and  council,  or  to  the  prefident 
and  council  of  Fort  St.  George,  or  to  fuch  perfons  as  they  Ihall  fpecially  appoint,  full  orders 
for  terminating  the  faid  difjputes  -^  for  examining  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  affairs,  revenues  and 
debts  of  the  faid  Princes ;  and  the  claims  of  Britifh  fubjeds  upon  them ;  for  n^aking  an  im- 
mediate report  to  the  commiflioners ;  for  adopting  or  fuggcfting  fuch  means  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  bon&fide  debts,  as  fhall  be  confiftent  with  juflice  to  the  creditors  and  the  fervice  of  the 
Company,  and  fliall  occaflon  the  leaft  inconvenience  to  thefe  Princes ;  and  for  making  an  im- 
mediate report  of  tlieir  proceeding  to  the  commiflioners.. 

^  That  all  Polygars  difpoflefled  fince  the  year  be  reftored  at  the.  fame  rent  as. 

they  were  liable  to  pay  immediately  before. 

<*  That  Hnrhereas  difputes  have:  arifen  refpefting  the  extent  of  the  controling  power  given  by- 
the  aft  13th  Geo.  IlL  to  the  govjsrnor  general  and  council  over  the  preiidencies  of  Madras,. 
Bombay,  and  Bencoolen,  ia.matters  of  war,  peace  and  treaties,  the  faid  power  do  extend  to  all 
matters,  diredly  or  indire&ly  tending  to  the  commencement  of  hofiilities ;  the  governor  ge- 
neral and  council  to.  enter  upon  their  minutes  their,  reafons  for  treating  any  proceeding  as  con-^ 
i  trary  to  this  declaration,;  and  the  preiidencies,  in  cafe  of  anv  doubt,  to  fubmit  to  the  a£ts  o£ 
the.  governor  general  and  coimcily  aind.  to  lay  the  ^fc  before  the  commifllioners.. 

**That 
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178^  "  That  it  be  kmtful  for  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  in  cafe  of  war  or  the  danger  of  war,  in 
•the  north  weft  and  weftern  coafts  of  India,  or  in  tlie  territories  of  the  Mahrattas,  to  conclude 
.  any  trea^  truce,  «r  alliance  witk  any  native  Prince;  the  prefidency  to  infert  in  fuch  treaty  a 
provifion,  that  the  faine  fhall  be  null  and  Toid,  unlefs  ratified  within  a  limited  time  by  the 
f;ov£rnor  general  and  council ;  to  enter  upon  their  minutes  the  reafons  of  their  conduft  with 
,  Touchers,  to  tranfmit  to  the  governor  general  and  council,  and  to  the  commiiEoners ;  and  to 
obey  the  erder$of  the  governor  general  until  they  fhall  be  altered  by  the  commillioners. 

**  That  the  preiidency  of  Madras  have  the  like  power,  in  cafe  of  war  or  the  danger  of  war, 
t>ii  the  xoaft  of  Coromandel,  or  from  to  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar. 

**  That  no  iervant  of  the  Company,  or  agent  of  any  proteded  Prince,  be  capable  of  fitting 
in  the  Houie  of  Commons ;  fuch  perfons  aflually  nismbers  of  die  Houfe  of  Commons  to  fit 
during  the  remainder  of  the  prefent  Parliament. 

^    *^  That  no  perfon  having  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  fhall  be  capable  of  fitting  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  within  after  his  return,  or  whilft  any  public  profecution 

is  depending  againft  him  for  any  offences  alleged  to  have  been  committed  while  he  was  in  that 
fervice ;  fuch  profbcntions  to  be  commenced  within  after  his  return,  and  to  be 

<letermined  within  ,  unlefs  the  delay  be  at  the  requeft,  ortlirough  the  default  of  the 

party  profccutcd, 

^*  That  all  offences  againfl  this  aA  may  be  profecnted  in  the  Supreme  Court  at  Calcutta,  in 
the  Mayor's  courts,  in  the  court  of  King's-benoh,  or  in  any  other  court,  fjpecially  to  be  infli- 
tated  for  this  purpofe ;  the  powers  given  to  the  court  of  Kii^'s-bench  by  the  z€t  13th  Geo.  Ill, 
to  extend  to  offences  againft  this  aft ;  and  in  all  cafes  where  the  puniihmeat  is  not  herein  ap« 
pointed,  the  court  is  to  impofe,  at  their  difcretion,  any  fine  not  exceeding 
or  imprifonment  not  exceeding  or  the  incapacity  of  ferving  the  Company.'* 

The  arguments  in  favour  of  the  fyfttoi  of  regulation  to  be'formed  by  tbefe  bills,  arofe  prin- 
opally  from  twoiburces, — ^the  various  and  general  abufes  which  had  prevailed  in  the  govern* 
tnent  it  propofed  to  model  anew,  and  the  diftrefled  and  involved  ftate  of  the  £a(t  India  Com* 
pany's  finances.  The  fituation  of  the  latter  became  the  firft  fubjed'of  confideration*  In  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  year  the  Company  had  applied  to  Parliament  for  leave  to  borrow 
500,000!.  upon  bonds  ;  they  had  alfo  petitioned  for  300,000!.  in  Exchequer  bills,  and  for  the 
iufpenfion  of  a  den^and  upon  them  on  the  part  of  Government  for  700,oooL  due  for  cuftoms« 
As  a  check  on  the  further  cncreale  of  their  debts,  they  were  bound,  by  an  ad:  of  Parliament, 
not  to  accept  bills,  drawn  in  India,  beyond  the  an:»>unt  of  300,0001,  without  the  permifiioa 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury ;  and  an  applicatioi!!  had  been  made  for  that  purpofe,  as  bills  were 
at  this  period  coming  over  from  Bengal  for  acceptance,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  two 
millions  fterling.  Such  was  the  >fituation  of  the  Company  at  this  important  crifis*  If  the 
Company  did  not  recetiFC  an  adequate  afiiAance,  inevitable  ruin  was  the  attendant  confequence; 
and  the  bankruptcy  of  a  body  of  merchants  (6  exteafive  in  their  concerns  and  of  fuch  import-* 
ance  in  the  opinion  of  ail  Europe^  muft  neceffarily  grve  a  very  alarming  blow  to  our  national 
credit.  On  the  otlicr  hand,  chough  it  was  abfoiutely  neceflary  to  perout  the  acceptance  of 
thefe  bills,  it  would  have  been  ameafure  deferviog  the  fevereft  cenitire,  if  the  public  faith  had 
been  pledged  for  their  payment,  without  a  previous  examination  into  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
'  -  fpany^  and  forming  foine  plan  for  reforming  their  conftitutioa*  Their  a&ual  debt  was  aflert- 
cd  by  Mr*  Fox,  theoftenfible  framer  of  thefe  biils^  to  be  1 1 ,aoo,oool.  and  they  had  ftock  in 
liand  towasds  paying  this  immenle  fnm^  to  x^ic  amojuu  of  about  3,t0o«oooU    The  refnlt  of 

this 
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17S3  this  comparifon  was  a  balance  of  8^ooo,oooK ;  a  futn  fo  immenfe,  when  compared  with  the 
capital  of  the  proprietors,  as  to  be  a  very  natural  caufe  of  public  alarm. 

In  oppoiition  to  this  argument,  it  was  averred,  that  the  foregoing  ftatement  was  abfolutely 
falfe ;  and  another  account  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  tlve  Court  of  Direftors,  in  which 
there  appeared  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Company  of  near  4,000,000!. — This  extraordinary 
difference  in  the  two  accounts,  may  be  eafily  reconciled  from  the  different  principles  on  which 
they  were  adjufted.  In  the  flatement  of  the  directors,  every  fpecies  of  the  Company's  property 
was  brought  into  the  account,  and  a  balance  flruck  on  the  fuppoiition  of  its  being  at  that  mo- 
ment diflblved :  in  the  other,  fuch  parts  of  their  ftock  only  were  carried  to  their  credit  as 
could  be  difpofed  of,  leaving  them  ilill  in  a  condition  to  continue  their  trade,  which  it  was 
the  apparent  objeft  of  the  bill  to  enable  them  to  do. 

On  the  fubjcft  of  abufcs  that  prevailed  in  the  government  of  India,  the  reports  of  the  two 
Indian  committees  gave  an  horrid  detail ;  which,  from  its  length,  we  cannot  adopt,  and,  from 
its  circumftances,  we  are  glad  to  pafs  over,  without  being  obliged  to  defcribe  them. 

Thefe  abufes  in  India  related,  firfl,  to  the  independent  powers  in  that  country,  aiid  were 
reprefented  to  confift  of  extravagant  proje£ls,  and  expeniive  wars,  entered  into  by  the  Company 
for  the  purpofc  of  extending  their  dominions  ;  of'their  violations  of  treaties,— their  breaches 
of  faith, — the  fale  of  the  Company's  authority  and  afliftance,  in  fupport  of  the  ambition;  rapa- 
city, and  cruelty  of  others,  as  well  as  the  betraying  every  prince,  without  exception,  with 
whom  they  had  formed  any  conne£kion  in  Ind^a. 

Secondly,  The  ftatcs  in  alliance  with,  or  dependent  on  us,  were  reprefented  as  being,  and 
having  been  fubje£i  to  a  very  ruinous  and  corrupt  interference  in  their  internal  government ; 
that  their  rights  were  invaded,  exorbitant  aids  and  tribute  unjuflly  exafled,  and  the  moft  fla- 
grant peculations  committed,  as  well  as  ravages  perpetrated,  by  the  civil  and  military  fervantt 
of  the  Company  :  and. 

Thirdly,  With  refpeft  to  the  management  of  the  countries  under  the  immediate  dominion 
of  the  Company,  it  was  ftated,  that  the  condud:  of  its  governors  and  inferior  officers  appeared 
to  have  but  one  objeft, — the  tntnfmiffion  of  wealth  from  India  to  Great  Britain.  With  tliis 
view,  monopolies  had  at  one  time  been  eftablilhed,  not  only  of  every  article  of  trade,  but  even 
of  the  necef&ries  of  life  :  at  another,  the  privilege  of  pre-emption  was  fecuredto  the  Company ; 
Sind  thefe  were  followed  by  partial  and  arbitrary  preferences,  not  lefs  ruinous  in  their  confe- 
quences  than  the  former.  By  fuch  an  oppreilive  and  impolitic  conduQ,  the  merchants  and 
bankers  of  India,  many  of  whom,  in  point  of  credit  and  extenilve  dealings,  were  fcarcely 
equalled  by  thofeof  the  firft  clafs  in  Europe,  were  difabled  from  continuing  their  habitual 
career  of  commercial  undertaking ;  whilft  the  native  cultivators  and  manufa^urers,  from  the 
decay  of  trade,  were  obliged  to  be  contented  with  the  pittance  that  was  meafured  out  to  them 
by  thofe  who  were  to  profit  by  theirJabour.  But  this  was  not  all ; — the  original  evil  ex- 
tended itfelf  far  and  wide :  the  fervants  of  the  Company  adopted  the  principles  of  their  maf- 

ters;  and  fctting  them  in  motion,  for  their  own  private  purpofes,  completed  the  mifchief. 

The  cafe  of  the  Zemindars,  and  of  the  renters  under  them,  was  ftill  more  deplorable;  and 
thefe  fufFerings  of  the  natives,  under  our  dominion  in  India,  were,  with  great  truth,  reprefented 
as  being  very  much  aggravated  by  their  exclufion  from  any  fhare  in  the  expenditures  of  the 
Company's  government.  All  the  principal  coUeflions  of  the  revenue, — all  the  honourable,— 
all  the  lucrative  iituations  in  the  army, — all  the  fupplies  and  contracts,  of  every  kind,  were 
folely  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh :  fo  that  the  natives^  with  very  few  exceptions,  were  only 
Vol.  IV.  3T  employed 
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1783  employed  as  the  fervants  or  agents  of  Europeans,  in  fubordinate  ftations  in  the  army,  and  inr 
the  inferior  departments  in  the  revenue. 

On  the  whole  of  the  article  of  abufes^  it  was  iniifted,  that  by  accumulated  zEtt  of  injuftice, 
o]ppre(Iion»  and  cruelty,  dilated  by  an  improvident  and  rapacious  policy,  our  poileflions  in 
India,  inllead  of  a  rcfource  to  the  public,  were  in  danger  of  becoming  one  of  its  greateft  bur- 
thens ;  that,  by  the  opprelfion  of  our  allies  and  dependants,  they  had  either  alienated  them 
from  us,  or  rendered  them  ufelcfs  and  burthenfome  to  us ;  that,  by  wars  carried  on  ftom  cor- 
rupt and  ambitious  motives,  and  by  repeated  violations  of  the  moft  folemn  engagements  with 
foreign  powers,  ail  confidence  in  Britifh  faith  and  juftice  haxl  been  obliterated,  and  our  go* 
vernment  rendered  odious  throughout  India. 

The  fafts  from  which  thefe  conclufions  were  drawn,  and  the  conclu(ions  tbemfelTes,  (both 
of  which,  indeed,  were  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  were  not 
controverted  by  thofe  who  oppofed  the  bills  in  any  other  manner  than  by  a  general  charge  of 
exaggeration ;  but  the  plea  of  neceflity,  which  the  framers  of  them  had  undertaken  to  eftablifh^ 
on  the  principle,  that  thefe  abufes,  without  a  total  change  of  fyilen^  were  utterly  incurable, 
was  more  ftrongly  contefted. 

In  the  courfe  of  debate,  it  was  frequently  fuggefted,  that  a  company  of  roeirchants  was  to* 
tally  unYit  to  be  trufted  with  the  political  government  of  a  diftant  foreign  dominion,  or  witb 
the  management  of  large  territorial  revenues;  but  as  this  poiition  was  not  generally  ailented 
to,  in  its  whole  extent,  by  either  party,  the  arguments  principally  infilled  on,  were  drawn 
from  the  peculiar  conftitution  and  circumftances  of  the  Company  itfelf. 

The  oppofition  to  thefe  bills  was  conduced  by  Mr.  William  Pitt. — Two  objefiions  were 
principally  infilled  on  by  this  gentleman  and  his  fupporters  ;  the  one  built  upon  the  infringe* 
ment,  or  rather  annihilation  of  the  charter  of  the  Company;  the  other,  upon  the  new  and 
unconditutional  influence  the  propofed  meafures  were  calculated  to  create. 

India,  it  is  true,  faid  they,  cried  aloud  for  a  reform ;  but  not  fucb  a  reform  as  was  now 
propofed :  it  wanfed  a  conllitutional,  and  not  a  tyrannical  alteration,  that  was  contrary  to 
every  jprinciple  of  equity  and  juftice.  By  the  bill  in  queftion,  an  attack  was  made  on  the  moft 
folemn  charters  :  it  aimed  a  fatal  blow  at  the  integrity  and  the  faith  of  Parliament,  and  loofened 
every  tie  by  which  man  was  bound  to  man.  This  charter  did  not  owe  its  birth  to  the  foolifb 
prepofl^on  or  the  mad  prodigality  of  a  Plantagenet,  a  Tudor,  or  a  Stuart ;  it  was  a  fair  pur- 
chafe  from  the  public,— an  equal  compad,  for  reciprocal  advantages,  between  the  proprietors^ 
and  the  nation  at  large. 

If  the  principle  on  which  this  bill  was  founded,  fhould  be  once  eftabliflied,  what  fecurity 
was  there  fbr  the  other  public  companies  of  the  kingdom }  What  fecurity  had  the  national 
creditors,  or  the  public  corporations  I  Or,  indeed,  what  ailurance  (hould  we  pofiefs  for  the 
Great  Charter  itfelf,  the  foundation  of  all  our  privileges  and  all  our  liberties?- — ^It  would  be 
folly  in  the  extreme  to  fuppofe,  that  the-  principle,  once  admitted,  would  operate  only  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company ;  when  a  bad  principle  was  l^  any  means  eftablilhed,.  there- 
would  never  be  wanting  bad  men  to  extend  its  effefts. 

The  charter  which  gave  to  the  India  Company  its  rights^  was  conceived  in  the  cleareft 
terms  that  language  could  exprefs.  It  was  fuperior,  both  in  ftrength  and  perfpicuity,  to  that 
of  the  bank  of  England.  The  right  by  which  the  King  held  the  fccptre  of  Great  Britain 
was  not  more  folemnly  confirmed.  The  bill  included  a  confifcation  of  the  property,  and  a 
disfranchifement  of  the  members  of  the  Eaft  India  Company*    It  required  the  direftors  to  de« 

liver 
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money,  and  fecuricies.  TUe  power,  indeed,  was  declared  to  be  created  in  truft  for  the  benefit 
of  the  proprietors  ;  but  in  cafe  of  any,  even  the  mod  daring  breach  of  truft,  to  whom  could 
an  appeal  be  made  i — Not  to  the  proprietors,  but  to  a  majority  of  either  houfe  of  Parliament, 
v^hich  the  weakeft  miniller  could  iK)t  fail  to  fecurc,  with  tlie  patronage  of  above  two  millions 
ilerling  given  by  this  bilL  .  ' 

It  might  be  anfwer^d,  on  the  faggeftion  made  by  the  framers  of  this  ball,  tliat  it  was  not  a 
bill  of  disfranchifement,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  from  the  proprietor's  their  right  to  an  excluiive 
trade, — that  tli is  trade  was  not  the  only  franchife  of  the  proprietors. — If  a  franchife  belonging 
to  a  freehold  was  taken  away,  the  property  might  remain  ;  but,  furdy,  the  freeholder  would 
have  a  very  juft  caufe  of  complaint.  The  cafe  was  parallel  as  to>  India  ftock:— Perfons  pof«' 
felled  of  fiock  to  a  certain  amount,  are  entitled  to  vote  upon  every  important  queftion  of  the 
Company's  affairs  ;  and  the  value  of  flock  is  enhanced  from  this  privilege :  this  bill,  there« 
fore,  by  takii>g  it  away,  might  be  charged,  in  every  fenfe  of  the  word,  with  disfranchifing  the 
proprietors.  « 

The  bill  was  alfo  confidered,  by  fome,  as  pregnant  with  fatal  confequences,  fnom  its  ten* 
dency  to  increate  the  influence  of  the  crown  ;  but  it  was  principally  objefted  to  from  its  being 
calculated  to  create  a  new,  enormous,  and  unexampled  patronage,  which  it  placed  in  the  hands 
of  tlie  minifter.  Mr.  Dundas,  the  late  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  went  fo  far  as  to  accufe 
Mr.  Fox  of  endeavouring  to  create  a  fourth  eftate  in  the  realm,  which  being  poflefled  of  an 
imraienfe  patronage,  independent  of  the  crown  and  of  Parliament,  might  be  attended  with  fatal 
confequences  to  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain. 

Previous  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 'of  Co m« 
mons  by  the  diredors-of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  another  from  the  proprietors,  repre* 
fenting  the  meafure  as  fubverfive  of  their  charter,  and  operating  as  a  confifcation  of  their  pro« 
perty,  without  chargmg  them  with  any  fpecific  delinquency, — without  trial,  and  without  con- 
vi£tion  ;  a  proceeding  wholly  contrary  to  the  moft  facred  privilege  of  Britiih  fubjeds.  They 
therefore  prayed,  that  the  a£ts  of  delinquency  prefumed  againft  them,  might  beilated  in  wri- 
ting, and  a  reafbnable  time  allowed  them  to  deliver  in  their  anfwer;  and  that  ^hey  might  be 
lieard  by  themfelves  .or  their  counfel  againft  the  bill. 

In  fhort,  this  famous  blH  was  attacked  and  defended  with  great  fpirit  and  eloquence  in  aH 
Its  ftages.  During  the  progrefs  of  rt,  a  petition  was  prefented  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
•common  council  of  London  to  Parliament,  praying  that  it  might  not  pafs  into  a  law.  In  the 
committee  it  was  determined  that  the  commiflipners  (hould  not  be  difqualified  from  fitting  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  the  fan>e  privilege  was  not  extended  to  the  affiftants.  On  the 
motion  of  Shr  William  Dolboh,  the  duration  of  the  bill  was  fixed  to  the  term  of  four  years. — 
Befides  the  oppofition  it  encountered  with  regard  to  its  principle,  much  complaint  was  made 
4yf  the  indecent  hafte  with  which  it  was  carried  through  the  Houfe*  It  was  fupported,  how- 
ever, through  all  iu  ftages,  by  a  very  confiderable  majority  of  members.  On  the  8th  of 
December,  the  bill  palled  the  Commons,  on  a  divifion  of  208  to  102,  and  the  next  day  was 
carried  up  to  the  Lords. 

This  bill  had  been  carried  in  the  floufe  of  Commons  by  fuch  a  commanding  majority,  as 
not  to  leave  in  the^minds  ofits  fu^porterstheleaftapprehenfion  of  the  fate  which  hupg  over 
it.  On  the  9th  of  December,  Mr.  Fox,  attended  by  a  great  number  of  members,  prefented 
the  bill  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     On  its  firft  reading,  a  very  powerful  oppofition  ap- 

3  T  a  peared 
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1783  peared  to  rife  up  againft  it.  Lord  Thurlow  expreflfed  himfelf  in  tbe  mod  decided  manner  on 
this  occaiion :  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  bill  was  a  moft  atrocious  violation  of  private 
property ;  that  it  contained  powers  which  touched  the  deareft  rights  of  Englilhmen,  and  could 
only  be  juftified  by  the  moft  irrefiftible  neceffity,  which  ought  not  to  be  allowed  on  the  reports 
of  a  committee,  but  was  of  that  importance  as  to  demand  a  full  and  fair  proof,  by  evidence  at 
the  bar  of  the  Houfe.  The  fecond  reading  took  place  on  the  15th  of  the  fame  month,  and 
counfel  was  heard  on  the  part  of  the  direftors  and  proprietors.  On  the  17th,  a  motion  was 
made  that  the  bill  be  rejcAed  ;  which,  after  a  very  powerful  debate,  was  carried,  by  a  majority 
of  95  againft  76. 

The  fate  of  this  bill  involved  in  it  the  fate  of  the  adminiftration  that  produced  it ;  and, -on 
the  18th  of  December,  a  new  adminiftration  was  appointed. — Mr.  William  Pitt  was  made 

m  _ 

Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,— Earl  Gower  Prcfident  of  the  Council, — Earl  Temple  held  the 
feals  of  Secretary  of  State  for  a  very  few  days,  till  Lord  Sydney  and  the  Marquis  of  Carmar- 
then were  appointed  to  receive  them,—- Lord  Thurlow  was  reftored  to  the  office  of  Chancellor^ 
— >the  Duke  of  Rutland  was  appointed  Lord  Privy  Seal, — Lord  Howe  Firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
jniralty,*— and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  Ma(ler*General  of  the  Ordnance,  &c. — On  the  26tby 
Parliament  was  adjourned  to  the  i^th  of  January,  1784. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  the  following  declaration  of  his  Majefty  in  council  Concerning 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  with  the  United  States  of  America,  was  publUhed  in  the 
London  Gazette  :— 

"  jft  the  Court  of  St.  James* s^  the  %tth  of  December ^  1783, 
''  Whereas,  by  virtue  of  an  aft  paiTed  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  entitled,  *•  An 
aft  for  preventing  certain  inftruments  from  being  required  from  fliips  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  to  give  to  his  Majefty,  for  a  limited  time,  certain  powers,  for  the  bet- 
ter carrying  on  trade  and  commerce  between  the  fubjefts  of  his  Majefty*s  dominions  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,'  feveral  orders  have  been  ifTued  by  his  Majefty  at  this  board, 
for  regulating  and  carrying  on  the  trade  and  commerce  between  the  fubjefts  of  his  Majefty's 
dominions  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  orders  did  expire  on 
the  20th  day  of  this  inftant  December :  and  whereas  by  an  aft  pafled  in  the  prefent  feffion  of 
Parliament,  to  continue,  for  a  limited  time,  the  faid  above  recited  aft,  it  is  enafted,  that  the 
faid  aft,  and  all  the  matters  and  things  therein  contained,  fhall  continue  and  be  in  force  until 
the  20th  day  of  April,  1784. — His  Majefty  doth  thereupon,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  hereby  order  and  declare,  that  any  unmanufaftured  goods  or  merchandises,  the  im* 
portationof  which  into  this  kingdom  is  not  prohibited  bylaw,  (except  oil)  and  any  pitch, 
tar,  turpentine,  indigo,  mafts,  yards,  and  bowfprits,  being  the  growth  or  produftion  of  any  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  may  (until  farther  order)  be  imported  direftly  from  thence 
into  any  of  the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  cither  in  Britilh  or  American  fhips,  by  Britifh  fubjefts, 
or  by  any  of  the  people  inhabiting  in  and  belonging  to  the  faid  Uhited  States,  or  any  of  them,  * 
and  may  be  entered  or  landed  in  any  port  of  this  kingdom,  upon  payment  of  the  fame  duties 
as  the  like  fort  of  goods  or  merchandize  are  or  may  be  fubjeft  and  liable  to,  if  imported  by 
Britifti  fubjefts,  in  Britifli  (hips,  from  any  Britilh  ifland  or  plantation  in  America,  and  no 
other,  notwithftanding  fuch  goods  or  merchandize,  or  the  fhips  In  which  [the  fame  may  be 
brought,  may  not  be  accompanied  with  the  certificates  or  other  documents  heretofore  required 
by  law. 

«*  And 
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1783  *^  And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered^  that  there  ihall  be  the  fame  drawbacks,  exemptions,  and 
bounties  on  merchandizes  and  goods  exported  from  Great  Britain  into  the  territories  of  the 
faid  United  States  of  America^  or  any  of  them^  as  are  or  may  be  allowed  by  law,  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  the  like  goods  or  merchandize  to  any  of  the  iilands,  plantations,  or  colonies,  be- 
longing to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  America. 

**  And  his  Majefiy  is  hereby  further  pleafed  pleafed  to  order,  that  any  tobacco,  being  the 
growth  of  any  of  the  territories  of  the  faid  United  States  of  America,  may  (until  further  order) 
be  imported  diredtly  from  thence,  in  manner  above  mentioned,  and  may  be  landed  in  this 
kingdom,  upon  the  importer  paying  down,  in  ready  money,  the  duty  commonly  called  the  old 
fubiidy,  (except  as  herein  after  excepted)  fuch  tobacco  may  be  warehoufed  under  his  Majefty's 
locks,  upon  the  importer's  own  bond  for  payment  of  all  the  further  duties  due  for  fuch  to- 
bacco, within  the  time  limited  by  law,  according  to  the  net  weight  and  quantity  of  fuch  to- 
bacco, at  the  time  it  Ihall  be  fo  landed,  with  the  fame  allowances  for  the  payment  of  fuch  fur- 
ther duties,  and  under  the  like  reftridions  and  regulations,  in  all  other  refpefts,  not  altered  by 
this  order,  as  fuch  tobacco  is  and  may  be  warehoufed  by  virtue  of  any  aft  or  a£ts  of  Parliament 
In  force :  but  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  neverthelefs,  that  upon  the  importation  of  any  fuch 
tobacco  into  the  ports  of  London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Cowes,  Whitehaven,  Greenock,  and 
Port  Glafgow,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  manner  herein  before  expreiled,  the  importer  ihall  be 
at  liberty,  until  further  ord^r>  to  enter  into  bond  for  the  payment  as  well  of  the  duty  com- 
monly called  the  old  fubiidy,  or  any  other  of  the  duties  which  were  formerly  payable  in  ready 
money ;  and  that  if  any  tobacco  which  has  been,  or  ihall  be  fo  imported,  during  the  continu- 
ance ^f  this  order,  from  the  territories  of  the  faid  United  States  into  the  faid  ports  of  London, 
Briftol,  Liverpool,  Cowes,  Whitehaven,  Greenock,  and  Port  Glafgow,  ihall  be  afterwards 
taken,  within  the  time  limited,  out  of  the  warehoufes  wherein  the  fame  ihall  be  fecured  under 
his  Majefty's  locks,  in  manner  herein  before  dire£ied,  at  either  of-  the  above  ports,  to  be  ex- 
ported direftly  from  thence,  the  bonds  which  have  been,  or  ihall  be  entered  into,  for  payment 
of  the  faid  duties,  ihall  be  difcharged  in  the  manner  dire£ted  by  the  feveral  afts  of  Parliament 
in  force, 

**  And,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  carrying  trade  and  commerce  between  the  people  and  ter- 
ritories belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Weft  Indies,  including  in  that  defcrip- 
tion,  the  Bahama  iilands,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer  iilands,  and  the  people  and  territories  be- 
longing to  the  faid  United  States  of  America,-  hi«  Majefty  is  hereby  further  pleafed  to  order, 
that  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  hemp,  flax,  mafts,  yards,  and  bowfprits,  ftaves,  heading-boards, 
timber,  ihingles,  and  all  other  fpecies  of  lumber ;  horfes,  neat  cattle,  iheep,  hogs,  poultry, 
and  all  other  fpecies  of  liveftock  and  live  proviiions;  peas,  beans,  potatoes,  wheat,  flour, 
bread,  bifcuit,  rice,  oats,  barley,  and  all  other  fpecies  of  grain,  being  the  growth  or  production 
of  any  of  the  faid  United  States  of  America,  may  (until  further  order)  be  imported  by  Britiih 
fubjefts,  in  Britifh  built  ihips,  owned  by  his  Majefty's  fubje£ls,  and  navigated  according  to 
law,  from  any  port  of  the  iaid  United  States  of  America,  to  any  of  his  Majefty's  Weft  India 
iilands,  the  Bahama  iflands,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somers  iilands  ;  and  the  rum,  fugar,  melaiTes, 
coffee,  cocoa-nuts,  ginger,  and  pimento,  may  (until  fuch  order)  be  exported  by  Britiih  fub- 
jefts,  in  Britiih  ihips,  owned  by  his  Majefty's  fahjefts,  and  navigated  according  to  law,  from 
any  of  the  faid  iilands,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  iaid  United  States,  upon  the  payment 
of  the  fame  duties  on  exportation,  and  fubje£t  to  the  like  rules,  regulations,  fecurities,  and 
reftri£lions,  as  the  fame  articles  by  law  are  or  may  be  fubje£t  and  liable  to,  if  exported  to  any 

Britiih 
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1783  Britifh  colony  or  plantation  in  America;  and  the  bonds  and  fecurities  heretofore  required  to 
be  taken  for  fuch  (hips  carrying  fuch  goods,  fhall,  and  may  be  cancelled  and  difcharged,  upon 
the  like  eertificates  as  are  required  by  the  above  recited  a£l,  to  difcharge  any  bonds  given  in 
'Great  Britain  for  the  due  landing  any  other  goods  in  the  faid  United  States  of  America. 

**  And  his  Majefty  is  hereby  furtlier  pleafed  to  order,  with  the  advice  aforefaid,  that  the 
faid  feveral  regulations  herein  comprized,  fhall,  in  all  refpefts,  be  extended  to  fuch  (hips  and 
goods  as  (hall  have  been  brought  and  imported  from,  or  may  be  entered  and  fhipped  for  ex- 
:portation,  to  any  part  of  the  faid  United  States,  (ince  the  faid  20th  day  of  this  inftant  December. 

**  And  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  CoTnmifTioners  of  his  Majefty's  Treafury,  and  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  are  to  give  the  neceifary  dire£tions  herein,  as  to  them 
«nay  refpedlively  appertain.  Stephen  Cottrel. 

The  continental  colonifts,  when  on  the  eve  of  a  revolt,  were  convinced  that  their  traffic  was 
obvioufly  efTcntial  to  the  Wefl  Indians,  and  therefore  prohibited  all  commerce  between  them  : 
yet  eight  years  experience  hath  evinced,  that  it  is  poffible  for  the  Wefl  Indies  to  exifl  and  to 
profper,  even  if  the  United  States  were  doomed  to  perpetual  fterility.  It  is  the  mercantile 
fpirit  which  brings  the  buyers  and  fellers  of  difUnt  countries  together:  merchants  are  always 
attentive  to  difcover  the  demands  of  every  market,  that  they  may  profit  by  fupplying  them. — 
The  traders  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  feized  the  opportunity  which  the  fadious  folly  of 
the  Americans  had  furnifhed,  to  revive  and  extend  the  bufinefs  that  had  enriched  their 
fathers  during  happier  times.  Even  during  a  confuming  war,  when  vafl  fleets  and  armies  were 
fed  beyond  the  ocean,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fufficiently  fupplied  all  thofe  necefiaries  which 
the  Weft  Indians  did  not  readily  find  in  their  own  ceconomy.  Their  fuperabundance  even 
furnifhed  the  army  that  General  Grant  conduced  to  their  aid,  with  feveral  months  proviiions, 
-while  the  fleet  fometimes  partook  of  what  the  planters  had  to  fpare. — The  following  cuflom- 
iioufe  entries  will  fufficiently  fhew  whence  that  abundance  was  drawn  at  the  beginning,  at  the 
middle,  and  at  the  end  of  the  war« 

Of  falted  provifions  there  were  exported  from  England  alone, — 

Irijh  Beef.       irl/b  Pork.    Engl'tjh  Beef      Total     Englijh  Bacon.  Efiglijh  Tripe. 
Barrels.  Barrels.        and  Pork. 

In  1773  —  '»»9S  —   383  —   259  — 
In  1780  —  9*844  —  3,471  —  4,480  — 

In  1783  —  9,848  —  3,059  —  3,619  — 

Contrafl  with  thefe  quantities  the  Weft  India  fup- 

^ly  of  beef  and  pork  from  the  revolted  colonies,  accor- 

4ding  to  an  average  of  three  years,  ending  with  1773,         ^Ay'99^ 

Of  pickled  fifh  there  were  exported  from  England  only,  during  the  fame  period,  viz. 

Red  Herrings.    fVhlte  ditto. 

Barrels.  Barrels. 

In  1773    —       514    —      1,8/6    — 

In  1780    —     1,816    —      7,281     — 

In  1713    —    2,840    —     15.060    — 

Gontrafl  with  thefe  the  Wefl  India  fupply  of 

pickled  fifh  from  the  revolted  colonies,  according 

•to  an  average  of  three  years,  endiag  with  1 7739      16,200 

,3  From 


Barrels. 

Flitches. 

Kegs. 

i,787    - 

-       5S8    - 

306 

I7;79S    - 

-    3'369    — 

1,582 

16,526     - 

-    5,188    — 

a.559 

Total 

Pilchards.      Salmon. 

Barrels. 

Hogfheads«    Barrels, 

2,390 

—       211    —        s 

9»097 

—     1,188     —     109 

17,900 

—       313    —      35 
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1783      From  England  only  there  were  exported  of  butter,  cbeefe,  .and  beer,— 

Irijh  Butter.     Englijh  ditto.  EngltJhChteft*  Beer^ 

Cwt.  Firkins.  Cwt.  Tons» 

In  1773    — -    1,195    9^    3»^47    i»88i 

In  1780    9)844    — —    274    3,660    —  2,04a 

In  1783    3,19s    5^2    4>47S    3»'7<^ 

From  the  foregoing  entries,  with  all  their  defefbS)  it  is  fufficiendy  ckar,  that  Great  Britairni 
had  regained  the  fuppiy  of  the  articles  contained  in  them ;  and  that,  as  to  thefe  neceilariesr 
the  Weft  Indian  demand  was  amply  anfwered.  The  planters  derived  ground  provifions  from 
the  bed  of  all  refources, — ^their  own  diligence  and  attention.  In  fhort^  the  Weft  Indians  be- 
gan, at  this  time,  to  learn  a  leflbn  of  the  greatcft  importance  for  every  people  to  know,  that 
no  community  ought  to  depend  on  its  neighbour  for  what  the  necefiaries  of  life  require ;  and 
that  the  country  which  is  phjfically  dependent  on  another,  muft^foon  become  politically  i^^ 
pend^at  upon  it» 

There  were  alfo  aftually  exported  to  the  Btltiffr  Weft  Indies  from  England  alone,-— 

Wheat'Jlour.       Oat-nual,  Bread.. 

Quarters^.         Quarters,  Cwt.. 

In  f77j    o    •; 18    —         404 

In  1780    3S»907    ^   758    S^'S^r 

la  1 7  83    4,090    125    6,657 

From  Scotland  there  were  exported  in  177933  follows  r^— Wheat- flour,  2,475  qiiartcrs;, 
oat-meal,  177  ditto;   bread,  5,254  hundred-weight. 

There  were  alfo  exported  from  England  alone,— 

Beans. 
Qrs. 

—  9,089    — 

—  12,291     — 

—  7.360    — 

Of  feveral  of  thefe  articles  there  were  alfo  exported  from  Scotland  in  1779,  as  follows  :— ^ 
Peas  and  beans,  1,327  quarters;    oats,  1,052  ditto;  barley,  44  ditto;,  wheat,  4  ditto. 

From  thefe  cuftom-houfe  entries  it  is  very  evident,  by  contrafting  the  exports  of  threes 
years,  what  has  been  the  efFeft  of  competition  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  ftates*. 
The  revolted  colonies  had  gradually  circumvented  the  parent  country  in  fupplying  the  Britiilv 
Weft  Indies  with  all  the  produftions  of  agriculture.  The  Britifli  yeomanry,  burthehed  withi 
the  payment  of  rents,  tithes,  and  poor-rates,  could  not  contend  with  the  American  farmers^^ 
who  were  exempted  from  all  thefe  burthens,  and  whofe  public  taxes  were  fo  much' lighter.— - 
Mr.  Arthur  Young,  in  his  Political  Arithmetic,  has  very  ably  proved,,  that  in  the  year  1774,. 
the  American  farmer  could  not  only  fupply  the  Weft  India  market  with  flour  much  cheaper* 
than  the  Englifh  farmer  could  do,  but  even  exclude  the  Englifh  farmer  from  fupplying  the: 
domeftic  markets  of  Britain  with  wheat.  It  is,  however,  curious  to  remark,  how  near  to* 
each  other  the  events  of  the  late,  war  have  brought  the  prices  of  provifions  in.  America:  and  in* 

Great 


Barltf.           Peas, 

Qrs.             Qrs. 

In  1773 

—        3    —       356 

In  1780 

—    256    —    1,116 

In  1783 

—    146    —       755 

Oats. 

IVbeat.            Rye. 

Qrs. 

Qrs.             Qrs. 

16,615 

—           0    —        350 

8,006 

—     1,146    —     1,116 

6,129 

-           8    -       755 
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1783  Great  Britain*    The  current  rates  at  the  two  great  markets  of  Philadelphia  and  Londonj  in 
December  1783,  may  be  compared  by  the  following  detail :«— 


ladci 

£' 

0 
0 
2 

3 

Iphia  Prices, 
s.     d. 

London  Prices. 
£.     s.     d. 

15     9             

13      0 
1      fk                 — . 

0      0                 — - 

280 

Of  fine  flour,  per  cwt. 
Of  common  ditto,  — 

Of  mcfs  beef,  per  barrel, 
Of  mefs  porky  ditto,        — 

£^(>     II     3  jf.  6      o    6 

It  is  a  remarkable  faft,  that  the  prices  of  all  things  have  been  uncommonly  high  in  the 
United  States  iince  the  peace.  It  was  not,  however,  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  London  and 
Philadelphia  prices  could  long  continue  to  run  thus  parallel  to  each  other ;  though  the  freights 
might  continue  to  run  cheaper  from  London  than  from  Philadelphia.  The  advantages  of  the 
American  farmer,  notwithftanding  the  additional  burthens  of  independence,  will  continue  fo 
fuperior,  in  refped  to  rents,  tithes,  and  poor-rates,  over  the  Britifh  farmer,  that  the  former 
muft  at  length  overpower  the  latter  in  every  competition.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  differ- 
ence in  the  price  to  the  Weft  Indians,  it  Ihould  be  confidered  as  a  fmall  equivalent,  which 
they  ought  to  pay  to  the  Britifli  confumer  for  enjoying  the  exdufive  fupply  of  fugar,  rum,  and 
other  Weft  India  produfts :  for  the  American  citizens  having  now  ceafed  to  be  fellow-fubjefts, 
ought  certainly  to  be  excluded  from  a  right  and  a  benefit  which  we  had  formerly  relinquiflied 
in  their  favour.  The  Britifli  failors  and  Britifli  farmers  deferve  all  the  protection  of  the  Britifli 
legiflature :  the  firft  fight  our  battles, — the  latter  fupply  us  with  food.— The  farmers  are,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  the  preference  in  fupplying  the  Weft  India  markets  with  all  the  productions 
of  agriculture ;  while  the  failors  have,  at  leaft,  an  equal  claim  to  the  employment  which  arifes 
from  additional  freights  ;  and  the  public  will  gain  in  the  exaft  proportion  as  the  intereft  of 
thefe  two  moft  ufeful  bodies  of  •men  are  promoted. 

The  following  ftatement  evidently  proves,  that  the  Britifli  fliipping  had  greatly  encreafed 
by  the  exclufion  of  the  American,  even  amidft  the  calamities  of  war. 

A  comparative  View  of  the  Shipping  employed  in  the  foreign  Trade  of  Britain  at  the  Com- 
mencement and  End  of  the  late  War,  as  they  appear  in  the   Regifter  of  the  Infurers  at 
Lloyd's  Coffce-houfe,  diftinguifliing  the  Britifli  from  the  American  built  Ships. 
The  Shipping  of  1 7 72-3-4.  The  Shipping  of  1781-2-3. 

Ships.  Tons.  Ships.  Tons. 

Britifli  built  fliips,     3,908    —    605,545  Britifli  built  fliips,     3,848    —    708,346 

American  ditto,        2,311     -^    373,618  American  ditto,       2,334    —    225,439 

Total,  5,182    —    933*785 

Deficience,         i>037    —      45»478 


Total,        6,219    —    979*263  6,219    —    979»263 

It  IS  thus  apparent,  that  of  the  whole  deficience  of  1,037  veflcls,  there  were  only  wanting, 
in  1783,  of  Britifli  fliips,  60;  and  of  American  fliips,  977  :  yet,  that  die  toul  inferiority  of 
the  period  of  war  to  the  period  of  peace,  amounted  only  to  45,478  tons  ;  while  there  was  an 
increafe  of  102,701  Britifli  tonsi  and  a  decreafe  of  148,179  American  tons. 

It 
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1783  It  ftiould  "be  obfcrvcd,  in  this  place,  that  there  were  vaft  fleets,  which,  though  bailt  By  Britifh 
Shipwrights,  were  not  included  in  the  furveys  of  1781,  1782,  and  1783  ;  becaiifc  they  had  not 
touclied  at  any  Britifti  port,  and  were  employed  by  government  in  the  tranfport  fervice.  From 
the  report  of  the  commiflioners  of  public  accounts,  it  appears,  that  there  were  employed  at 
New  York,  by  the  quarter-matter  general,  the  barrack- matter,  and  the  commiffary  general,  in 
the  four  years  ending  with  1780,  no  fewer  than  61 1  v©flels,  carrying  44,916  tons.  Were  this 
fleet  brought  to  the  account  of  1783,  it  would  about  complete  the  defeftive  quantity  of  ton- 
nage, though  not  the  number  of  fhips.  Many  of  thofe  vcflels,  or,  perhaps,  a  greater  number, 
remained  till  November  1783,  to  perform  the  fervice  of  final  evacuation;  and  all,  or,  at  leaft, 
many  of  them,  have  again  entered  into  the  merchants  employment  fince  that  fignal  epoch,  and 
properly  fill  up  the  void  which  the  exclufion  of  the  American  (hipping  had  left.  But  what  is 
that  fleet  to  the  vatt  navy  which  was  conftantly.  employed  during  the  years  1 781,  1782,  and 
1783,  by  the  Viftualling-office,  the  Ordnance-office,  -and  the  Navy-office,  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  a  thoufand  veflcls  ?— And,  from  an  infpcftion  of  Lloyd's  Regifter,  we  may  learn, 
that  all  thefe  tranfports  could  not  have  been  furvcyed  ;  bccaiife  the  few  tranfports  which  appear 
to  have  been  reported,  confiftcd  of  thofe  veflils  that  were  employed  by  the  private  contraftors 
for  various  fupplies.  When  all  thofe,  or  even  the  half  of  thofe  which  had  been  employed  by 
the  public  boards,  are  brought  to  account,  it  cannot  be  faid,  with  any  degree  of  truth,  that 
there  was  any  deficience  in  the  year  1783.  -  ^ 

The  number  of  fliips  which  were  employed  by  England  in  the  whale-fittiery,  to  Davis's 
Straits  and  the  Greenland  feas,  amounted,' during  the  courfe  of  this  year,  to  47 :  thofe  of 
Holland,  in  the  fame  trade,  and  during  the  fame  period,  to  55,  - 

The  Canada  fales  of  this  year  in  London,  amounted  to  165,0001. 

According  to  the  account  delivered  in  at  Ponuefraft  feflions,  by  JohaSeaton,  Efq.  treafurer 
for  the  Wett  Riding-of  York,  it  appears,  that  from  the  25th  of  March,,  1782,  to  the  25th  of 
March,  1783,  there  had  been  manufa£tured  131,092  pieces  of  broad  woollens,  meafuring 
4,563,376  yards  ;  and  108,641  pieces  of  narrow  cloths,  meafuring  3,292,002  yards  :  and  that 
the  increafe  of  this  year  was  18,622  pieces  of  broad,  and  11,892  pieces  of  narrow  wool- 
lens. 

It  may  not  liere  be  improper  to  remark,  that  wool  was,  at  this  time,  from  25  to  35  percent, 
dearer  in  France  than  in  England;  which,  by  giving  the  Englilh  cloth  manufaSurcr  fo  deci- 
ded an  advantage  in^he  raw  material,  enabled  him  to  maintain  his  wonted  fuperiority  in  the 
foreign  market,  particularly  over  thofe  of  France,  our  moft  formidable  competitors  in  that 
Important  branch  of  commerce,  and  who  had  lately  made  great  improvements  in  their  wool- 
len manufadlory.  Black  cattle,  of  all  kinds,  were  however  dearer  in  England  than  in  France, 
by  full  50  per  cent. ;  yet  horfes,  of  all  forts,  were  from  24  to  30  per  cent,  and  fome  from  40 
to  50  per  cent,  cheaper  in  England  than  in  France. 

A  celebrated  EngliTh  calciilator,  at  this  time,  fuppofes  the  lands  of  England  to  amount  to 
39,000,000  acres  ;  the  annual  rent  of  which  was  io,ooo,oool. ;  that  of  houfes  and  other  build- 
ings, 2,ooo,oool. ;  the  yearly  rent  of  corn  lands,  2,200,000!.  ;  while  their  net  produce  is  more 
than  9,000,0001.  of  which  the  wheat,  barley,  and  rye,  amounts  to  at  leatt  6,ooo,oool.  fterling 
per  annum  :  the  rent  of  pattures,  meadows,  commons,  forefts,  heaths,. &c,  7,ooo,oool. ;  and 
the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  various  fpecies  of  cattle,  9,075,0001.  fuppofing  the  year  mode- 
rately plentiful. 
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AN     HISTORICAL     AND     C  H  ROM  O  L  O&I  C  A  I.     DSDUCTIOI^ 

Dr.  Watfoo,  BiHkop  of  Llaadafl^  ia  hh  pablicatioafor  eqnalisii^  die  benefices  of  die  clergf^ 
vtluea  the  ecckfiafiical  prafermenty  or  land  ia  mortmain^  of  the  kingdom,  as  follows  > 

Landed  eftate  of  the  aniverfity  of  Cambridge, 

Ditto  of  Oxford> 

BiChopricks, 

Deaneries  and  chapters. 

Living, 


6o,i 

raoyooo 

100,000 

90,000 

lylOOyOOOr 


Total, 


A  fimilar  valuation  by  Dr*  Warner,  amounts  t9 

Ditto,  by  Dr.  Burn, 

Ditto,  by  Dr.  Young, 

The  number  of  newfpapers  printed  in  England,  daring  the  kft  tea  years,  is  as  follows  :"-« 


1,490,000 

1,680,000 
2,500,000 
1,600,000 


«77^ 
i777f 
i778f 


10,562,000 
1 2,600,000 
12,830^000 
i3»iSO»642 
i3»«4o,659 


In  1779, 
1780, 
1781, 
1782, 

i783» 


14, 106,842 

J4ta»7»37x 
i4>397»6oo 

>S«a7Mi9 
iS»s64»ao3 


The  annual  produft  of  the  undermentioned  manufaftares,  at  this  time^  was  caicuiated  in 
the  following  manner :-« 


Woollen, 

Leather, 

Flax, 

Hemp, 

Ghfs, 

Paper, 

Porcelain, 

Silk, 


16,800,000 

10,500,000 

1,750,000 

890,000 

630,000 

780,000 

1,000,000 

3,350,000 


Cotton,  *^ 

Lead,  — 

Tin,  -. 

Iron,  — 


960,000 
1,650,000 
1,000,000 
8,700,000 


Steel,  plating,  &c.  3,400,000 


Total, 


£*SU3^^*<^^ 


The  iron,  glafi,  and  poroehin  on  a  rapid  increafc. 

Tin  and  leather,  declining. 

Paper,  increafing. 

Flax,  rather  fttUing. 

Hemp,  fiationary. 

Silk,  rather  increafing. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  is  in  pofleffion  of  a  calculation  that  makes  thefe  fabrics  employ 
5,250,000  fouls. 

The  failure  of  the  celebrated  Casffi  £EJc9mpu^  in  France,  which  happened  in  this  year,  may 
be  confidered  as  amounting  almoft  to  a  national  bankruptcy,  and  is  too  interefting  a  fubjeft  to 
efcape  our  norice. 

This  bank  is  of  a  very  late  infiitution :  the  edift  which  authorized  the  undertaking,  is  dated 
on  the  22d  of  September,  1776.  The  plan  was  originally  formed  by  a  company  of  priyato  ad- 
venturers, and  its  capital  was  fixed  at  500,0001. — Its  profefied  defign  was  to  difcount  (tjcompar) 
bills  of  exchange,  payable  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  per  annum.    But  this  intereft,  from  which 

it 
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15183  it  U  neceflkry  to  deduft  a  confidcrable  cxpcncc,  and  fome  lo(!es»  could  never  be  equivalent  for 
the  capital  funk  by  the  proprietors.  An  additional  power  was  therefore  granted  them  of  iflfuing 
notes  to  the  amount  of  their  caprtai ;  which,  as  they  were  capable  at  any  time  of  being  convert 
ted  into  fpecie,  might  be  often  taken  voluntarily  by  their  cuftoracrs,  from  mere  convenience  : 
md  as  the  perfons  at  the  head  of  this  eftabli(hment  were  chiefly  the  moft  eminent  bankers,  to- 
gether with  fome  receivers -general  of  the  revenues,  they  were  able,  by  agreeing  among  them* 
felves  to  take  thefe  notes  inftead  of  cafh,  to  give  them  a  certain  degree  of  circulation  and  cur- 
rency. The  notes  thus  i(!ued»  added  to  the  briginal  500,0001.  doubled  their  capital,  and  en-* 
abled  them  to  divide  upon  their  ftock  at  the  rate  of  about  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  excellent  outline  of  this  fyftem  feemed  to  enfure  its  fuccefs.  There  was  always  in  the 
CalJJi  a  fum  of  money,  either  in  fpecie  or  in  bills  of  a  fhort  date,  amounting  to  500,0001.  equi- 
valent to  the  notes  in  circulation.  There  was,befides  this,  the  500,0001*  originally  advanced 
by  the  proje£kors,  and  never  withdrawn ;  as  alio  a  part  of  the  dividends,  which  the  proprietors 
had  chefen  to  leave  in  the  Caiffi^  for  the  purpofe  of  accumulation.  Thefe  circumftances  bad 
given  the  bank  the  higheft  degree  of  reputation,  and  caufed  its  ftock  to  feR  gtrsrtty  above  par. 
Bttty  notwidiflanding  tliefe  appearances,  to  the  aflonifhment  of  the  public,  on  the  2d  of  Oftober 
m  this  year,  the  Caijfe  d*Efc9mpit  flopped  payment.  The  afEgned  caufe  was  the  uncommon 
fcarcity  of  fpecie ;  and  it  cannot  be  dented. — The  poblie,  however,  imagined  that  the  failure 
origimOed  in  a  loan  fecretly  made  |2>  government  by  the  Catffi  d^Efcomfti ;  and  government^ 
about  the  fame  time,  flopping  payment  of  the  biRs  drawn  upon  them  by  their  army  in  Ame- 
rica, confirmed  the  fufpicion. 

The  King,  however,  extended  his  fupport  to  the  falling  company.  Four  edids  were  accor* 
dingly  pobli(hed,  in  order  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  under  which  it  laboured.  By  the  firfl,  dated 
September  ^7,  the  flate  of  accounts  odht^Caiffe  d^Efeompte  being  aflrrmed  to  be  as  above  rela- 
ted, this  bank  was  authorized  to  pay  its  notes  in  bills  of  exchange,  with  beneficial  dlfcount.— • 
The  notes  vrarc  ordexcd  to  have  currency  in  the  banks  of  Paris  only ;  and  all  profecution  was 
forbidden  of  the  Catffi  for  payment  in  fpecie,  and  of  individuals  for  debts,  the  payment  of 
which  had  been  rendered  in  notes  of  the  Catffe  d*Efcomfte. — The  edifl:  was  to  remain  in  force 
till  the  ift  of  January,  1784.— By  the  fecond  edift,  dated  September  the  30th,  tlie  ordinances 
againft  the  exportation  of  fpecie  were  renewed ;  Ac  transport  of  fpecie  from  province  to  pro- 
vince-was fohjeded  to  infjpefhons  and  a  fee;  the  bills  with  which  the  Carffe  d*Efeompte  was 
permitted  to  pay  its  notes,  were  fpecrfied  to  be  bills  payable  in  three  months;  znArhtCaiffh 
was  allowed  the  option  of  paying  its  notes  in  fpecie.  By  a  third  cdift,  dated  Oftober  the  4th, 
an  eftimate  was  declared  to  have  been  taken,  by  the  King's  command ;  the  CalJfe  was  allowed 
an  opportunity  of  difcounting  bills,  as  before,  whenever  it  was  judged  convenient:  and,  as  a 
further  encouragement,  a  lottery,  with  a  flock  of  one  million  fterling,  redeemable  in  eight 
years»  being  eflablifhed,  the  ^tickets  were  made  purchafeable  in  notes>  of  the  Caiffe  d^Efcompte,-^ 
In  eacU  of  thefe  edids  there  was  much  repetition ;  and  the  fourth,  which  was  dated  Oftober 
the  lotb,  contained  no  original  matter. 

We  (hall  now  proceed  to  take  a  brief  view  of  the  affirirs  and  commerce  of  Ireland. 

The  adminiflration  of  Earl  Temple,  in  that  kingdom,  had  been  attended  with  the  moft 
conciliatory  efFcfts  :  addreftes  flowed  in  upon  htn>  from  all  quarters;  while  good-humour  and 
confidence  feemed  otwe  more  to  be  reflored  in  a*  nation  which  had,  fbr  fon>c  time,  been  diftin- 
guiflied  by  diST»Aioi>  and  tumult.  During  this  year,  fevcral  agents  arrhred  in  Ireland  from 
the  exiled  Genevefe  ;  and,  in  confcquence  of  their  application,  every  encouragement  was  given 

3  U  2  to 


5^4  ^^     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.   D,  ' 

1783  to  tbofe  martyrs  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  by  the  government,  nobiihy,  and  people  of  Ireland,  to 
induce  them  to  form  a  colony  in  that  kingdom. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  linen  exported  from  Ireland  to- 
Great  Britain,  during  this  year,  ending  the  25th  of  March  : — 

I'ards.  £.  J.     d. 

Linen  clotli,  plain        —  15,212,968  1,014,197  18     a 

Linen  coloured,.  -— 

The  quantity  and  value  exported  to  every  other  country,  exclufive  of  Great  Britain,  during 
the  fame  period. 

Tards,  J[m         /.     d» 

Linen  cloth,  plain  —  826,737  S5»iiS  '6    o 

Linen  coloured,  —  i66,i27i:  '3>iS^   ^5     i4 

The  extraordinary  decrcafe  of  exportation  of  linens  to  Great  Britain  in  this  year,  muft  prin- 
cipally have  arifen  from  the  unfettled  ftatc  of  the  country, — from  the  increafed  exportation  of 
other  countries, — and  from  the  i:hecks  occalioned  by  the  viciflitudes  of  war :  it  may,  perhaps,. 
in  fome  meafure,  have  arifen  from  the  market  being  glutted  by  the  great  export  of  the  prece- 
ding year  ;  for,  the  next  year,  the  quantity  increafed  again. 

The  Irifb  linen  entitled  to  bounty,  which  was  exported  from  England,       Yards. 
between  January  1782,  and  January  1783,  amounted  to  —  1,087,561 

Iriih  linen  not  entitled  to  bounty,  to  — -  — .  150,266 


Total,  1,1371827 


The  above  quantity  exported,  with  and  without  bounty,  is  nearly  the  average  for  feveral 
years  paft. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  year,  ending  March  25th,  there  were  exported  from  Ireland 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  35*960  barrels  of  herrings. 

The  increafe  of  the  herring-filhcry  in  Ireland,  is  evident  from  the  following  account : — 

The  average  annual  quantity  of  herrings  exported  from  Ireland  for  four  years,  ending 
the  25th  of  March,  1767,  was  4,672  barrels. 

The  average  annual  quantity  imported  into  Ireland,  for  the  fame  years,  was  32,824  barrrels. 

The  average  annual  quantity  of  herrings  exported  from  Ireland  for  four  years,  ending  the 
25th  of  March,  1783,  was  24,.  73  barrels. 

The  average  quantity  of  herrings  imported  into  Ireland  for  the  fame  period,  was  12,277 
barrels. 

As  the  latter  were  years  of  war,  the  increafe  of  exportation  is  more  extraordinary^ 

The  total  of  fifh  exported  from  Ireland  to  all  parts  in  this  year,  ending  the  25th  of  March, 
was,  cod,  272  barrels;— ditto,  5  cwt. ;— eels,  if  barrels  ;— hake,  1,367  cwt.  3qrs.  lofifli;— 
herrings,  48,48 1^  barrels  ; — ling,   170  cwt.  j — falmon,  253  tons. 

The  total  of  fifh  imported  into  Ireland  for  the  fame  period,  was,  anchovies,  294  barrels  ;— 
cod,  531  cwt.  and  5  filh  ,— herrings,  4,324  barrels ;— ling,  281  cwt.  i  qr.  and  5  fifh ;— oyftcrs, 
5  gallons ; — falmon,  47  tons  ;  fturgeon,  33  kegs. 

The  importation  was,  in  all  probability,  an  accidental  circumftance. 

The  oil  exported  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  amounted  only  to  i  hogihead,  7  gallons  tA 
train  oil. 

The 
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The  oil  imported  into  Ireland,  in  the  fame  period,  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Gallons, 

Linfced,  —  i^5»3iii:    *      Sweet, 

Seville,  —  29,475^  Train, 


S^S 


Gallons. 

—  9.79s 

—  76.595 
In  this  year  only  784  yards  of  frize  were  exported  from  Ireland,— 84  to  America,  and  700 

to  Flanders  :  but  though  the  export  is  fo  much  decreafed,  the  confumption  of  it  by  the  in- 
habitants is  probably  increafcd.  It  is  remarkable,  that  frize  was  the  principal  woollen  ma^ 
nufadure  of  Ireland,  when  her  wool  was  much  finer  than  it  is  at  prcfcnt.  The  large  part  of 
the  frizes  that  came  to  England  were  drefled,  and,  receiYing  a  great  degree  of  man^fadture^ 
afforded  a  confidcrable  profit  to  this  country. 

In  1781,  1779.  yards,  and  in  1782,  only  800  yard*  of  this  fabric  were  exported,  principally^ 
to  America. 

In  this  year  the  flate  of  the  woollen  cloth  importatixjn  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland  is  a» 
follows:  viz.  old  drapery,  371,871  yards;  new  ditto,  420,415  yards. 

The  importation  of  Spanilh  wool  into  Ireland  has  been  very  unequaL 

In  1 774f  was  imported  2 10  cwt.  of  wool, — ^48  of  which  only  was  imported  from  Spain,  the 
reft  from  Great  Britainr 

In  I775»  was  imported  96  cwt. — 41  of  which  only  was  imported  from* Spain,  the  reibfrom 
Great  Britain. 

In  1776,  was  imported  328*  cwt. — 155  of  wMch  only  was  imported  from  Spain,  the  reft 
from  Great  Britain. 

In  1783,  was-  imported  261  cwt. — none  from  Spain,  5  cwt*^  from  Flanders,  and  the  reft 
from  Great  Britain. 

It  may  indeed  be  prefumed,  that  the  confumption  of  fine  woollens  has,  in  fome  meafurc, 
decreafed  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  England,  from  the  introdudion  of  Manchefier  manufac- 
tures of  cotton,  which  are  worn  as  cloathing,  and,  in  particular,  fo  generally  for  waiftcoats 
and  breeches. 

But  the  woollen  manufaflure  of  Ireland  feems  to  be  taking  the  moff  natural  and  bed  turn. 
The  new  drapery  branch  advances  rapidly :  it  confumes  the  wool  of  the  country:  it  is  lefs 
difficult  in^  many  branches,  and  requires  lefs  fkill  than  the  fuperfine  broad  cloths.  The  im- 
portation  of  new  drapery  decreafes,  and  the  exportation  is  becoine  very  confiderable. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obfcrve  in  this  place,  that  when  a  parcel  is  not  fit  for  broad  cloth 
it  is  applied  to  the  manufafture  of  worftcds,  the  fiheft  part  to  hofe  and  to  worfteds  for  mixing 
with  filk:  viz.  poplins  and  tabinets  from  ts.  3d.  to  6s.  6d.  per  yard;  crapes  from  is.  2d.  to 
4s.  per  yard. 

The  greater  part  of  the  combing  wool  is  confunied  in  worfted  for  making  what  is  called 
new  drapery  in  the  Book  of  Rates,  viz.  Ihaloon  from  6d.  to  2ff.  8d. ;  callimanco,  gd.  to 
as.  2d.;  everlafting,  is.  3d.  to  4s. ;  fatinet,  2s.  to-4s. ;  camblet,  lod.  to  is.  8d. ;  llufFs,  broad 
and  narrow,  fingle  and  double,  6d.  to  is.6d, ;  plulh,  8d.  to  3s.  6d.  and  worfted  crapes,  from. 
7d.  to  9d.  per  yard. 

In  many  of  thefe  branches  Ireland  excels  :  her  poplins  and  tabinets  are  univerfally  known 
and  admired,  particularly  with  refpeft  tathcir  colours. 

The  increafcd  importation  of  filk  into  that  kingdom  will  appear  from  the  following  compa- 
rative view.. 

The 
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1783      The  quantity  of  filk  imported  into  Ireland  oa  an  averago  of  three  yeart,  ending  the  a5th  of 
March,  1773.  /*x-        cz. 

Ribbands,  —  —  ^  557         i^x 

Manufadured  filk,  —  —  15,786  75- 

Raw  filk,  «  -^  —  4i»793        ^^i 

Thrown  dyed,  —  —  96        14 

Ditto  vndycd,  ~  —  44*650        i^f 

The  quantity  of  filk  imported  into  IreUnd  on  an  average  of  three  years,  ending  the  25th  of 
March,  1783, 

Ribbands,                -^                -«  -, 

Manufaftored  filk,                —  — 

Raw  filk,                —                —  — 

Thrown,  dyed»                -^  -^ 

Ditto,  undyed,                — •  — 

We  may  here  add  a  five  yean,  average  quantity  of  raw  and  thrown  filk  imported  into  Eng- 
land, ending  with  the  prefent  year,  with  the  amount  of  duties  upon  the  great  pound  of  24 

ounces. 

'*•  ^'  d'  £.       s.  d. 

Raw  filk,                    S99^S^3  ^           4  6  per  lb,  k           134,90116  6 

Organzine,  (x6oz.)    438>i99  *t           7  4  ~—  —            157>Qq6    6  o 


As. 

ms. 

1,864 

0 

22,626 

Si 

SU029 

I 

273 

4} 

63.496 

'  >3t 

291,908    2    6 


The  amoiAnt  of  the  expetf  taction  of  iUks  ajid  mixturet  of  filki  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  if 

aa  follows; 

lis*        nu 
Ribbands,  -^  ,^  ^  ^ji^         j^ 

Manufoaured  filk.  -^  -^  3,329         9 

Thrown^  dyed,  *—  — »  309        -«. 

Manufa^uxed,  mixed,  —  -»-  2,064        12 

The  principal  importation  of  manufaAured  filka  into  Ireland  from  Britain  are  gauzes,  rib- 
bands, alamodea^  fattins,  phin  and  figured ;  perfians,  (arcenets^  brocades  of  all  kinds,  and 
feveral  other  articles :  the  quantity  of  manufadured  filk  from  other  countries:  has  been  very 
trifling. 

With  refpe^l  to  cotton  wool,  cotton  yarn,  muflins,  and  manufaSures  and  mtxtiiires  of  cot* 
ton,  wclhallgive  a  ftatement  of  an  average  importation  of  them  into  the  fiftcr  kingdom  of 
three  years,  ending  the  25th  of  March,  1773,  and  the  fame  at  ten  years  diflancc,  ending  the 
2^thofMarcht  1783. 

In  1773.  cotton  wool,  2,550cwt.  3qr$.  2^ lbs.  ;~cotton  yarn,  2,226^ lbs.  ;^i»uflin8, 
194,987^  yardft ;— cravats,  122  yards  ;-^aUcoes,  ftained,  3,999  yards  ;--fiiftian$^  9,618  ends  ;— 
manufadures  and  mixtures  of  cotton,  i&,2781«  i6s.  2d.  value. 

In  1783,  cotton  wool,  3,236  cwt.  rqr.  18  lbs.  ;--.«cotton  yarn,  5,4054  lbs.  ;««-4nunins, 
S5»»5^  yards ;— calicoes,  ftained,  1,54x1  yards;— ditto,  white,  547|  yards ;—fuftians,  i5,oi2|. 
yards;«—manufadures  and  mixtures  of  cotton,  i03,ii9L  8s.  54d.  value. 

No 
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1783      No  cottan  yarn,  or  annufaftures  and  mixtures  of  cotton»  were  exported  previous  to  the 
year  1781 :  but  the  exportation  of  that  and  the  two  fucceeding  years  is  as  follows  : 

Cotton  Tarn.  Manu/a^ures^  mixtures  of  Cotton.  Fuftians. 

Tearu  Lbs*  Value*  Tards* 

1781  239  -i—  I.    157'    7     o  —  1,108 

1782  8,798 414     7     6  —  — 

1783  «>436  1,418     I     o  —  24,384 

Ireland  makes  but  little  bar  iron,  and  her  importation  of  it  has  encreafed  near  one- third  in 

ten  years,  as  may  be  feen  from  the  following  comparative  averages  of  three  years  each. 
The  quantity  of  iron  imported  into  Ireland,  on  an  average  of  three  years,  ending  the  25th 

of  March,  1773,  is  as  follows:  Cwt.    qrs,  lis* 

From  the  Eaft  Country,  —  —  74*683    3    254- 

FromBriuin,  *^  —.  —        44»35a     '      4t 


Totals         119,036     I      4 


Ditto,  on  an  average  of  three  years,  ending  the  25th  of  March,  1783^ 

Cwt,     qrs*  Ihs* 

From  the  Eaft  Country,  -*►  — *  98*488    i      9}; 

From  Britaiok  — •  — ^        —  74»730    o      4t 


Total,  i73>278    i     14^ 


A  comparative  view  of  the  export  from  Ireland  of  iron  and  iron  ware  for  the  years  already 
i^ecified. 

Ironmong*tV.     Iron*-  Hardware*   Ironmong^ff^    fFrot*Ir$n*      Irom 

YEAnit.      VALUE.     QUANTITY.  YEARS.  VALUE.  QUANTITY. 

£.    s.  d*       T.  C.  £.   s.  d*        £.    s.  i*        C.qr*lh*.   T.  C: 

1771  29    4    9       90  1781        1$    3  a       253    6  3,        25  o  a       00 

1772  10    56       4    2  1782        22  II  4.          2  19  o^        75  3  7       00 

1773  "  13  la       24  1783      213    9  6         85    3  9       359  2  c>       8    X 
The  imports  into  Ireland  for  this  year,  ending  the  25th  of  March,  1783,  of  iron  and  iron* 

ware,  is  as  follows,  viz.  hardware  to  the  value  of  21,7731.  2S.  loid. ; — iron,  164,187  cwt. 
iqr. ; — 579,833  knives; — 9,797  mermits  ; — 748  pots; — 14,865  razors; — fciflars,  ^157  grofc, 
9  dozens; — fcytbes,  4,089  dozens; — ^fmall  parcels,.  24,473!.  17s.  5^d.  value; — iron^l^e, 
323  tons. 

JMmoft  the  whole  of  thefe  articles  w^re  imported  from 'Britain  except  iron^  which  came  from 
feveral  countries  in  the  following  quantities. 

Cwt.  qrs:  Ibsm 

From  Denmark  and  Norway,  1,152  o  14 

—  Eaft  Country,  63  o    o 

■  Germany,  525  o    o 

Flanders,  728  2  14 

New  York,  90  o    o 

Since 


" 

Cwt*  qrs*  lbs* 

From  England,     * 

61,943  2     0 

— —  Scotland, 

3,144   I     0 

— ■■      Guernfey, 

40  3    7 

Jerfcy, 

136  2  14 

— ■—  Sweden, 

831489  3  H 

Ruffia, 

12^873  I  21 
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1783  Since  the  lieavy  duty  was  laid  on  glafs  in  BHtain,  Ireland  has  made  an  extraordinary  pro- 
grefs  in  that  mannfadure ;  though,  for  fomc  time,  her  imporu  of  this  article  mult  be  very 
conliderable. 

The  average  account  of  glafs  imported  for  three  years,  ending  the  25th  of  March  in  this 
year,  is  as  follows:  42,504^  dozens  of  bottles, ; — 2,067 j-  cafe  bottles; — 22,248  drinking 
glafleti — 4>524  vials ; — 3,675!.  us.  g^d.  worth  of  glafs  ware. 

The  export  of  ditto  for  this  year  was,  468  dozen  of  bottles  ; — 9,910  drinking  glallcs. 


The  importation  of  flocking!  into  Ireland  in  this  year. 


Cotton,                 —  —  —  23-744 

Silk,               —  _  _            _  ,,042 

Silk  and  Thread,  .    -^  —  192 

Silk  and  Worlled,  —  —  580 

Tlircad,                —  —  —  60,570 

Woollen,  —-  —                 —  1,318 

Worfted,                 „  _  _              —  fi,^^^ 

The  eiportation  of  ftockJngs  from  Ireland  in  the  fame  period, 

I>i>xeH.  Pairs. 
Thread,                  —                  —                —                79         3 
Woollen,                 _                —                _                359         o 
Wotfted,                —                —                 —                393         o 

The  average  import  of  hats  into  Ireland  of  three  years,  ending  the  25th  of  March  in  the 
prefentyear,  amounts  to  2,012. 

The  export  of  the  fame  article  from  thence  dnring  the  prefent  and  the  two  foccccding  year* 
is  as  follows:  viz.in  1781,  1,404; — in  1782,  450;— ini783,  3,211. 

Whereby  it  appears  that  the  exporution  exceeds  the  importation  of  this  article. 

The  imports  of  upholftery  into  Ireland,  in  this  year,  amounts  to  8,289!.  2s.   lojd. ;  and 
the  exports  to  630I.  ]6s. 

The  increafing  importation  of  pot  aflies  into  Ireland,  proves  the  encreafc  of  the  linen  ma- 
nufaflure,  of  which  it  is  fuch  an  effentlal  article :  in  the  year,  ending  the  25th  of  March, 
-1783,  the  importation  from  all  parts  amounted  to  130,893  cwt.  i  qr.  21  lbs.  which  being 
valued  at  25s.  per  cwt.  amounts  to  163,6161.  15s.  iid.  The  average  account,  however,  of 
the  imporWtion  of  this  article,  for  three  years,  ending  at  the  fame  date,  amounts  to  no  more 
than  81,028  cwt.  i  qr.  12  lb, ;  though  that  is  one-third  more  tlian  the  average  impottatioD  of 
three  years,  ending  the  ajih  of  March,   1773. 

Books  and  paper  were  imported  into  Ireland  to  the  following  amount,  on  an  average  of   ■ 

three  years,  ending  the  25th  of  March,  1783,  viz.  207I.  14s.  Sd^d,  worth  of  bound  books; 

271  cwt.  I  qr.  lO  lbs.  of  unbound  ditto ; — 85,257  prcffing  leaves  of  paper  ; — 4,772  printing 
reams  of  ditto ; — 5,749  writing  reams  of  ditto. 

TJie  quantity  of  books  and  paper  exported  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  was  174  cwt.  3  qrs. 
I4lbi.  of  uabonnd  books  i — 302  reams  of  writing  papery — 98  reams  of  brown  paper. 

The 
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1783  The  tillage  of  Ireland  is  well  known  to  be  greatly  encreafed,  and  that  her  improvements  in 
agriculture  are  very  confiderable ;  it  is  remarkable,  therefore,  that  her  importation  of  beer 
fhould  increafe,  as  it.appears  to  have  done  from  the  following  comparative  view  of  the  imports 
and  exports  of  that  article. 

The  quantity  of  beer  imported  into  and  exported  from  Ireland,  on  an  average  of  three  years» 
ending  the  25th  of  March,  1773,  amounted  to  45,585t  barrels  imported,  and  3,S50j  ^^^^ 
exported. 

The  quantity  of  beer  imported  and  exported  on  an  average  of  a  iimilar  period,  ending  the 
25th  of  March  1783,  was  54,54^  barrels  imported,  and  959  ditto  exported. 

Within  thefe  ten  years  Ireland  has  become  an  exporter  of  corn  to  a  coniiderable  amount,  as 
will  appear  by  the  following  accounts. 

An  account  of  corn  and  meal  imported  into  Ireland  on  an  average  of  three  years,  ending 
the  25th  of  March  1 773. 

-  ^rs.     Bujhzk,  Cwt.     qrs.  lbs. 

Bartey  and  malt,  2^,320  4  .    — — •  Flour,  61,127     i     21 

Beans  and  peas,  i>204  o                                          ^                           Barrels. 

Oats,                —  742  4  — —  Oatmeal,         —            9,906  J. 

Wheat,              —  22,824  4            ^  Wheat  Meal,                 2,457-J. 


An  accomit  of  corn  and  meal  exported  from  Ireland,  on  the  fame  average. 


^s.     Bujhels 

Barley  and  malt;. 
Beans  and  peas, 
Oats,               — 
Wheat,    '         — 

Rye,             — 

3>^2^         4t 
194         li 

11,478         2 
i,oiif      0 

17        0 

Flour, 

Oatmeal, 
Groats, 


Cwt,  qrs,  lbs. 

^Si    3    9t 

Barrels^ 


iS»787t 
-  i4t 


An  account  of  corn  and  meal  imported  into  Ireland,  on  an  average  of  three  years,  ending 
the  25th  of  March,  1783. 

^s.    Bujhtls* 

Barley  and  malt,  38,550  4            —            Flour, 
Beans  and  peat,  4^  ^  fl- 
oats,              —  490  2i:         —           Oatmeal, 
Wheat,               —  649  a 


Cwt*    qrs.  lbs. 

22,208    o    251 
Barrels. 

3>466t 


An  account  of  corn  and  meal  exported  from  Ireland,  on  an  average  of  the  fame  period. 


^r*. 

Bujhtls. 

Cwt*    qrs.  lbs. 

Barley  and  mak. 

9.848 

at 

^ 

Flour, 

85.284     3     11^ 

Beans  and  peas. 

1.645 

3t 

Barrels. 

Oats,           — 

53.285 

6^ 

Groats, 

—            -7i 

Wheat,            — 

30>"3 

^ 

Oatmeal, 
Wheat  meal. 

".577t 
66J 
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1783      An  account  of  goods  and  merchandize,  being  the  growth,  prodnA,  or  manufacture  of  Afia. 

imported  into  Great  Britun,  and  from  thence  exported  to  Ireland,  for  one  year,  ending  the 

25th  of  March,  1783. 


Denomination!. 

Quant 

ITY. 

Value 

Lh. 

Tards. 

£■    •■ 

J. 

Stained  Callico,            — 



1,203 

300  ij 

0 

"White  ditto,                  — 

.— 

480 

96  0 

0 

Mudin,                 — 

» 

37,272 

6,5  J2  12 

a 

India  Silks  and  Stuffs, 



- 

Drugs,            —            — 



9,121      2 

♦ 

Cinnamon,                — 

634 

252    8 

0 

Cloves,            —            — 

56. 

280  10 

0 

Mace,            —              - 

788 

6s6  13 

4 

Nntmega,            —            — 

5,388 

2,694    0 

0 

Pepper,             —            — 

63,719 

4,181    s 

+ 

Piemento,            —            — 

2,082 

104     2 

0 

Rice,            —                - 

1,106 

8  17 

9 

Saltpetre,            —            — 

186,5,5 

4,r63    5 

7t 

China  raw  Silks,           — 

32.656 

"  32,656    0 

0 

Bohea  Tea,                — 

1,478,080 

147.808    0 

0 

Gieen  ditto,           — 

570.838 

i7".2Si    8 

0 

£ 

s. 

£ 

Total  value  of  Afiatic  merchandize  imported  from  Great  Britain  in 

17S1,       382, 

152    7 

t 

Ditto,  in  1782,               — 

—               — 

— 

293,720  ij 

6i 

Ditto,  in  1783,               — 

—               — 

— 

380,096  19 

4i 

Total  value  of  the  three  years,  —  — .  — .  1.055,970    a    o 


To  prove  the  very  eflential  injury  done  to  the  revenues  by  fmuggling,  the  following  account 
of  tea  imported  annually  into  Europe  was  publifhed  about  this  time. 

Ptundt  Weight. 
By  the  Englifbi  —  —  6i00o,ooo 

By  Fortigners^  —  —  13,000,000 


19,000,000 


Above  two-thirds  of  the  whole  were  proved  to  be  confumed  in  Great  Britain  and  IreIan<T. 

The  laft  feafon  14,000,000  lbs.  of  tea,  befidca  filks,  nankeens,  Uc.  were  e:rported  from 
China  to  Europe  in  16  foreign  ftrips,  viz.  8  Portuguefe,  i  Tofcan,  4  Danes,  and  3  Swedes, 
great  part  of  which  was  fmu^Icd  into  tbefe  kingdoms. 

About  40  fordgn  fhtps  failed  for  the  Eaft  Indies  and  China  in  1762  and  1783,  with  the 
intention  of  returning  to  Europe  and  America  in  1784,  laden  chiefly  with  tea;  the  profits  of 
which  voyages  would  in  a  great  meafure  depend  oa  Biitifli  fmuggling. 
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3      Exports  from  Irelan'd  to  Eng 

LAND 

for  one  Year,  ending  the  25th  of  March  i; 

^83, 

di{lingui(hing  eacb 

L  principal 

Article,  and  fpecifying  its  Value. 

£' 

5. 

d. 

I.    s. 

d.  . 

Bacon 

4,58s 

II 

loi: 

Hides 

67,497     0 

0 

ficcr 

44 

6 

8 

Iron 

51     I 

9 

Beef 

102,744 

15 

0 

Ironmonger's  ware 

59    0 

0 

Bottles  of  glafs 

7 

10 

0 

Kelp 

1,842    0 

0 

Boards,  barrels 

22 

10 

0 

Lead  ore 

0  15 

7 

Books,  bound  and  unbound        184 

13 

9 

Linen  cloth 

948,180    9 

4 

Bread 

278 

17 

0 

Meal 

4,614  12 

0 

Bullocks  and  cows 

800 

0 

0 

* 

Ox  bones  and  guts 

137    6 

8 

Barrels,  empty 

"S 

0 

0 

Pork 

61,283  14 

0 

Butter 

217.743 

10 

0 

Rabbits  furs 

1^384  15 

0 

Candles 

»3i 

I 

8 

Rape  feed 

5»334  17 

6 

Cheefe 

8S 

3 

9 

Salt 

•  5    0 

0 

Coaches  &  coacbmakers' 

work    40 

0 

0 

Silk,  manufaftured 

1,145    0 

0 

Copper  ore 

132 

2 

6 

Skins            «         .  - 

25,492  12 

.9 

Corn 

37.146 

16 

6 

Soap 

223    0 

0 

Feathers 

90 

10 

0 

Tallow 

62,08 1    0 

0 

Filh 

1,264 

I 

24 

Tongues, 

'      577  16 

0 

Flax  feed,  Irifh 

63 

0 

0 

Wooden  ware 

70    0 

0 

Glue 

J.243 

19 

2 

Wool 

1,031  16 

3 

Haberdafhery  ware 

I 

14 

IZ 

Linen  yarn 

204,016  10 

a 

Hair 

J74 

0 

0 

Cotton  yarn 

121  16 

0 

Hogs 

642 

0 

0 

Worfted  ditto 

99,627    0 

0 

Hog's  lard 

5.362 

10 

0 

Small  parcels 

5>9i6  13 

0 

Horfes 
Horns 

0.11 

r\ 

f\ 

^                                  , 

AAA         x^         ^ 

563    4  10                                    Total,        1 
I  M  PORTS  into   I -R  E  L  A  N  D. 

1,865,392 14 

8 

I' 

S. 

d. 

£'    ■». 

d. 

Ale 

2,669 

7 

8 

Brimftone 

571  13 

4 

Apparel 

254 

15 

10 

Candlewick 

1,594  10 

74: 

Arms 

^039 

4 

7 

Cards,  wool 

386    9 

4 

,  Bacon 

40 

0 

10 

Chalk 

2,241     I 

3 

Bark 

30,946 

2 

6 

Cheefe 

S.440  16 

loi 

Battery 

8,400 

12 

0 

Chocolate 

I  10 

0 

Beer 

S^^S^S 

2 

I 

Coaches,  chaife,  &c. 

3.421  15 

0 

Books 

2,414 

10 

4 

Coals 

165,213  12 

6 

Bullion,  iilver 

6,513 

8 

4 

Coffee 

4.823  15 

0 

Berries,  Juniper 

104 

»S 

0 

Copper  plates  and  bricks 

7.253    2 

6 

Bottles  of  glafs 

6,656 

12 

0 

Cordage 

524  i8 

8 

Brafs  (hruflF 

202 

15 

0 

Cork 

77  17 

6 

Bricks 

334 

10 

0 
3X 

Corn 

2 

28,024  16 
Draj 

5 

jcry 
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CONTINUED. 

C'    ^*  ^* 

C     '•    ^ 

Drapery 

311,563  14   0 

Oil 

1,159  10  ii:^^ 

Drugs 

9,120  19  10 

Printing  flufFs    . 

4^3  13     9 

Dying  fluffs 

40,54312    5J 

Paper 

39.191  -3     8 

Earthen  ware 

i9»433  13    Si 

Pafleboard                -^ 

941    0    0 

Elephant's  teeth 

92     5    0 

Pewter 

4,700    0    0 

Fans 

61     5    0 

Pictures 

33^    0    7i- 

Fi(h 

1,039  18    0 

Pitch 

694  13     6 

Flaxy  drefled  and  undrciTcd 

3,527       2    loj: 

Plates  of  tin 

2,459  16     8 

Flints 

15    6    0 

Pot  afhes 

18,547  15     31- 

Furs 

336    4  10 

Quilts 

70    0    0 

Fuftians 

3»888  13     li 

Ribband  (ilk 

3,707  lo     0 

Glafs 

7.413  10    3i 

Rezin 

83    6     3 

Gloves 

III     9    0 

Sadler's  ware 

3.14  12    a 

Grindflones 

39    3    4 

Salt 

5^"7    5    3 

Groceries 

10,981  14    3. 

Saltpetre  * 

8,326  II     3 

Gunpowder 

1,287  16    3 

Seeds 

6fa75  13  lot 

Haberdafliery 

IS.692  13    9i 

Sider 

1,406  16    0^ 

Hair,  goats  and  camels 

651  13    6 

Silk,  manufadured 

50,214    7    6 

Hats 

a,934  15    0 

32,656    0    0 

Hempy  tmdreiTed  and  feed 

1,998    6    a 

63,736   17      2f 

Hops 

56,767  16    3 

Slates 

.  745    3    4 

Horfes 

150    0    0 

Skins 

9^5    2    4t 

Hardware 

21,758    S    6|. 

SnufF 

59  17    6 

Ironmongers'  ware 

86,839  15  lit 

Soap 

6    9    8i 

Iron  ore 

242    5    0 

Soap  afhes 

10  0  0 

Ivory,  wrought 

381     3    0 

Spirits, — brandy 

H«  19    Si 

Lace 
Lamp  black 

389    8    0 
218    5     I 

ta    ^  A  0^         «           —  T 

7*540         »          It 

Latten 

48-  7    6 

Stationary  ware 

357     I    5 

Lead 

10,198    6    9 

Steel 

507  16  ii:|. 

Lead  ore 

40    0    0 

Stockings 

11,369    2  10 

Lime,  lemon  and  orange  juice     88    4    0 

Sugar — candy 

16    0    0 

Linen-^Britifhydamafky  diaper. 

loaf 

56,116  17    6 

lawns,  muflins,  &c. 

27»595    7  "i 

200,530    5    It 

Linfeed 

2,040   12    lOt 

• 

2,639  i^    0 

Linen,  cotton,  andfilk,  Bri- 

Sword  blades 

118    2    0 

tilli  manufa£lure 

118,921      3   10 

Sword  cutlers'  ware 

466  19    4 

Mats 

215  10    8 

Tar 

590    2    0 

Meal 

1,821     2    8 

Tea 

319.059    8    8 

Millinery  ware 

6,931  II   &i 

Tobacco 

31,566    0    6 

Mill  ftones 

75    0    0 

Tow 

400    0    0 

Oakum 

640  10  lit 

Toys 

7»973    7  II 

Oranges  and  lemons 

S^  13  Si 

Twine                  •» 

64  17    6 
TUes 
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Tilps 
Tin 

Vftvet 
Vinegar 
Upholftery  ware 
Walnuts,  &c. 
Wax,  bees 
Whalebone 
Wine — French 
Port 


c  ^. 

d. 

•s. 

£.    s. 

d. 

8a,oi7    0 

0 

Wine— Rhenifli 

10 

0 

906    1 

3 

40    0 

0- 

V. 

24    0 

0 

Wood 

4,791  12 

0 

83  11 

loi- 

Wire 

S'3S4  18 

4^ 

6,314  10 

3 

Wool — cotton,  cftridge. 

.& 

200  16 

3 

Spanifh 

13,410  19 

9 

348  14 

6 

Yarn 

4,53 «     3 

9 

67     8 
3.23>    5 

9 

— —  Small  parcels 

13,066  13 

6 

%M 

303    0 

a 

TotaU 

2,148,782  12 

3 

EXPORTS  from   IRELAND  inta   SCOTLAN D^ 


t 

C      J.    d. 

£'    ^. 

d: 

Beef 

HA31  IS    0 

Horns,  ox  and  cows 

175  »6 

8 

Books           '     - 

- 

46  .5    0 

Hides,  tanned  &  untanned 

6,191  13 

0 

Bread 

- 

22    4    0 

Linen  cloth 

66,017    8 

a 

Bullocks  and  cows 

1,165.    0    0 

Meal,— flour  and  oat& 

3;»043    4 

0 

Barrels,  empty 

- 

10    5    a 

Ox  g^ts 

4.  6 

& 

Butter 

- 

10,3^5  ^S    0 

Pork 

1.777  17 

0 

Candles 

- 

^    5  10 

Salt 

3  ^5 

a 

Cheefc 

- 

500 

Skins,  calves 

499  i« 

3 

Corn— barley,  malt  Sc  oats 

3*844    3    0 

Soap 

»3i  13 

4 

Feathers 

- 

11  IS    0 

Starch             •             - 

5    6 

8 

Hams 

• 

491     8    9 

Tallow 

1.253    7 

6 

Herrings 

- 

106  10    0 

Tongues 

2o8  19 

0 

Glue 

• 

33    6    8 

Yarn, — lineix  and  worfted 

17,922  10 

9 

Glafs  ware 

- 

II    00 

810    6 

3 

Hogs  lard 
Horfes 

f\9      0      a 

yo     0     y 

2,256    0    a 
'ORTS  from   SCOTl 

Total, 

123,897  12 

I 

IMI 

'.AND   into   IRELAND^ 

£.     s.   d. 

£'    '• 

di 

Ale 

- 

127    6    8 

Coals 

15.785  5 

<y 

Apparel 

-     ■ 

206    5    I 

Corn              -              -^ 

5*5    3 

6 

Bark 

- 

3SI     »    0 

Drapery 

t.534  13^ 

.6 

Beer 

- 

190    5    0 

Drugs                -            -- 

0    ^ 

6 

Books,  bound  &  unbound 

677   S  0 

Dying  ftufFs 

«.245    4 

* 

Bullion,  filver 

• 

068 

Earthen  ware             ^ 

60    I 

9- 

Bottles  of  glafs 

• 

261    4    6 

Filh 

1,548  11 

Bricks 

•     ^^ 

2  12    0 

Flax,  undreft          ^^ 

275^   3 

i^ 

Coaches,  &c. 
3 

• 

509    0    0 

Tuifieaas                  •» 

0  II 
G 

3 

rla£ 
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£' 

s. 

J. 

I'      ^• 

d. 

Glafs  cafes  and  ware 

32 

9 

6 

Seeds 

425    6 

4i 

Gloves 

5 

8 

0 

Silk,  manufaAured 

9,oao^  6 

9 

Hulled  barley 

73 

3 

0 

Sidcr 

5    0 

0 

Habcrdafhery 

3.869 

0 

Si 

Slates 

n  13 

4 

Hats 

»3 

10 

0 

Skins 

145  9 

3 

Horfes 

1,920 

0 

0 

Snuff 

0  18 

9 

Hard  ware 

12 

3 

4 

Soap 

553    7 

^i 

Ironmonger's  ware 

2,909 

7 

II 

Spirits,  rum 

2,206      I 

9 

Ivory,  wrought 

4 

19 

0 

Starch 

3    4 

7 

Lead,  white 

6 

13 

4 

Stationary  ware 

0    8 

0 

Linen — Britifh,    cambricks, 

Steel 

254  13 

3 

canvas,  coloured  & 

Stockings 

2,861    5 

0 

tnuflins 

2.S13 

15 

10 

Sugar — Loaf 

3."3    5 

0 

4o>a3S 

12 

0 

"  Mufcovadc 

22,758  15 

0 

■             Lawns 

".17s 

II 

0 

■             Small  parcels 

0  15 

0 

Tar 

286  16 
28,812    8 

0 
0 

ti(h  manufaftures 

S.388 

H 

6 

Tobacco 

Linfced 

301 

10 

0 

Toys 

0  18 

6 

Mats 

I 

I 

4 

Tin 

199    I 

3 

Meal  flour 

868 

4 

0 

Upholftery  ware 

1,929  12 

7t 

Millinery  ware 

i.7»4 

4 

2 

Wine,  Port 

35    0 

0 

Oil 

• 

>»3i 

14 

8 

Wood 

806    8 

Ji 

Painting  fluffs 

10 

6 

8 

Wool,  cotton 

376  15 

0 

Paper 

j,078 

8 

0 

Wire,  latten 

3    0 

0 

Pitch 

5 

0 

0 

Yarn 

201    2 

0 

Plates  of  tin                •* 

-0 

8 

4 

639    7 

I 

Pot  afhes            ^ 
Sadler's  ware 

23 
75 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Total, 

171,670  14 

7t 

Salt 

493 

16 

9 

— 

Notwithflanding  Scotland  is  fo  great  a  linen  country,  it  appears  that  the  value  of  the  linen 
(he  takes  from  Ireland  is  above  half  of  all  her  imports  from  that  country.  On  the  other  hand, 
Ireland  takes  not  much  lefs  of  other  forts  of  linens  from  Scotland,  kenting  alone  amounting 
to  forty  thouland  two  hundred  and  thiity-flve  pounds^  and  lawns  to  eleven  thoufand  one  hun- 
■dred  and  fc^cnty-live  pounds  in  this  yean  This  proves,  that  different  fabrics  of  the  fame 
manufafture  may  flourifli  in  the  neighbouring  countries  to  the  advantage  of  both.  Between 
fifty  and  fixty  years  ago,  the  annual  exports  from  Ireland  to  Scotland  were  about  eleven  thou- 
fand nine  hundred  pounds,  above  one  half  of  which  was  oatmeal.  The  imports  from  Scot- 
land were  thirty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred  poinds,"  of  which  coals  were  above  one-^third  ; 
tobacco,  feven  thoufand  eight  t>^ndred  poun4^  ;  linen  and  kenting,  three  thoufand  five  hun* 
dred  pounds. 
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IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  fromCHRisTM 

•  1    M    P    O 

£.  47,860 
4i36a 

i3«fS54 
830,4^8 

1,301.495 
1,112,467 

87,119 
684,110 
485,384 

t>6ii,904 

13,738 

276,777 

3»303 

3*»>547 

1,320,766 

421,486 

5* 


c  o 
Africa, 

Canaries,  — 
Denmark  and  Norway, 

Eaft  Country,  — 

Eaft  ladies,  — 

Flanders^  — 

France,  — 

Germany,  — 

Holland,  - 

Ireland,  — 

Ifle  of  Man^  — 
Iialy,_ 


Madeira, 

Portugal, 

Ruffia, 

Spain, 

Gibraltar, 

Streights, 

Sweden,  - 

Turkey,- 

Venice,  •■ 

Greenland,  "^ 

liUnd  of  Aldemey, 

Ifland  of  Guernfey, 

Ifland  of  Jerfey, 

Ifland  of  Sark, 

Canada, 
Cape  Breton, 

Carolina,'  *  • 

Florida, 

Georgia, 

Hudfon^  Bay,. 

New  England, 

Newfoundland, 

New  York, 

Nova  Scotia,  '     "  ^  ■  "" 

PennfyWania,  ^  '    '  "" 

Ifland  of  St.  John.  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence, 

Virginia  &  Maryland, 

Anguilla,  — 

Antigua,  — 

Bahamas,  •- 

Bar  ba  does,  — 

Biermuda,  — 

Dominica,  — 

Grenada,  •- 

Honduras  Bay,         — 

Jamaicay  "" 

Montferrat,  *- 

Mufquito  Shore,  — 

Nevis,  ^ 

St.  Croix,  ,  — 

St.  Euftatius,  — 

St;  Kitt's,  -- 

St.  Lucia,  •-■ 

Sf.  Thomas's,  — 

St.  Vincent's,  -^ 

Tobago,  *" 

Tortola,  — 

Demerara,  ■— 

St.  Domingo,  — 

Surinam,  "^ 

St.  Martin's,  — 

•  Cape  Francois,  — 

Havannah,  — 

New  Orleans,  — 

Buenos  Ay  res,  — ^ 

Northern  Fifliery,  — 

Southern  Fifliery,  •— - 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion, 

Phae  goods,  — ■ 


A 


ft39t9*8 
48,983 
50,125 

*5»oi4 

37 

57,618 

14,276 


AS 

&   T 
12 

ft 
ft 

8 

»3 

17 

8 

»4 
12 

I 

7 
18 
xo 
18 

5 

6 

12 

ft 

7 
16 

7 
II 

ift 


s. 
9 

8 

3 

3 
7 

ft 
8 
I 
I 

10 
8 

10 

4 

I 

3 

ft 

7 
6 

5 

6 

6 

7 

I 


to 


81,290     —        I 


77,740 
•25,638 

5*764 

7»554 
26,526 

60,247 

102,778 

2,904 

30,853 

105^,062 
10,680 

77,9  *» 

>.35^ 
106,766 

11,308 

80,701 

224,399 

«.9n 

1,688,394 

39,166 

^5f5*4 
«*3 


ft  1^,490 
»83,849 

8.713 

76,506 

114,925 

138,706 

35» 


IL 

XO 

»7 

i9 

4 
12 

12 

«9 

x8 

>9 
16 

7 

7 

5 

ft 

7 

Xft 

18 

«9 
«5 

«3 

9 

'ft 
18 

«9 
ift 

16 
16 


163 
ft, 106 


18 


3 

8 

6 

X 

9 

X 

10 

S 

ft 


3 

X 

ft 

lO 

4 
5 
9 
6 


I 
XO 

IX 

5 
8 

4 

ft 


1,071  14  9 
6,509  19  8 
ft,07ft       4       3 


463,36ft     14      4 


Totait. 


^3^«"l»35 


8 


Christmas 

EXPO 

£'  787,563 

>^5'»59 
181,801 

152,819 

7o»»455 
1,051,427 

101,167 

1,159,75* 
752,520 

a,43o,47i 
26,526 

456»9»5 
27,208 

613,104 

fti9,859 

594»<>45 

77^389 
118,001 

66,656 

42,666 

46,655 

147 

1,13" 

5»>967 

10,333 
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•^ 

XO 

ft 

14 
x8 

9 
8 

8 

15 

S 

10 

15 

18 

7 
to- 

15 

6 

II 

X 

4 

13 

— 

15 

19 

6 

15 

XO 

16 

4 

10 

5 

15 

18 

8 


ft50,38x  XO 

ft5,3^6  16 

ft2,682  10 

7,09s  18 

ft02,555  17 

160,254  12 

663,151  3 

i34.i9<^  3 

245,258  I 

219,834  6 


157.490 

i,5»r 
178,710 

95>«09 
42,830 

53.463 

3,490 

1,057,5^8 
iS,6t6 


7 

4 
X4' 

12 

9 

14 
6 

XI 


3 

4 
9 

IX 

3 


39>»345       8       ft 


4 
5 


8 

9 

6 
8 
8 

X. 

3 

4 

ft' 

7 

lO' 


11,9x3     x6       I. 


•8,305 

1 

IX. 

45»78i 

XZ' 

58,740 

9 

XO 

10,404 

XO 

8 

1^,465 

»7 

XO 

49»»54 

X- 

«5 

5 

ft 
10 

*"^" 

31 

— 

3,9*1 

— 

53 

709,283 

6 

5 
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1783      An  authentic  account  of  corn  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England  and 
Scotland  this  year. 


EXPORTED. 

1783.  Briti/h 

England*  ^s. 

Wheat,          —  4,541 

Wheat  Flour,  &c  25,95a 

Rye,                —  431 

Malt,             —  4S»9i9 

Barley,            —  5,395 

Oats,               —  7*978 

Oat-meal,            —  I9I93 

Beans,            —  *  10,164 

Peas,           —  a,  70 1 

^COTLAHD. 

Wheat,            —  4*869 

Wheat  Flour,  ^#904 

Rye                     60 

Barley,            —  1,383 

Barley-meal,           —  47 

Oats,                —  185 

'Oatmeal,  64 

Peas  and  Beans,  67 


Foreign 

i3»69S 
981 

2,873 


1,321 

2,405 


27 


IMPORTED. 

1783.  garters. 

England. 

Wheat,  — 

Wheat  Flour, 
Rye,  — 

Rye  Tlour,         — 
Barley,  — 

Oats,  — 

Oat-meal,         — 
Beans,  — 

P«as,  — 

Indian  corn,  — 

Scotland* 


484*92 1 
20,240 

74,465 
124 

87,884 

166,222 

9 

i7»43S 
1,087 

2 


Wheat,                —  78,844 

Wheat  Flour,         —  178 

Ry«,               —  6, 706 

Barley,               —  57,030 

Barley-meal,        —  iz 

Oats,            —  61,504 

Oatmeal,            — «  1,207 

Peas,               —  i3>«>93 


The  bounties  on  corn  and  grain  exported  from  England  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  amoun- 
ted to  13,1  r7l.  9s.  3td. 

The  drawbacks,  during  the  fame  period,  were  461I.  us.  3d. 

The  amount  of  the  bounties  paid  on  corn  and  grain  exported  from  Scotland,  during  the  fame 
:time,  was  179L  15s.  5d. 

The  duties  on  corn  imported  into  England,  was  17,0621.  9s.  2d. ;  and,  in  Scotland,  they 
amounted  to  3,547*-  4««  3*** 

The  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bufliel,  for 
this  year,  was  as  follows  :^ 

Wheat,  6s.  7d. ;  rye,  4s.  5td. ;  barley,  3s.  94d. ;  oats,  2s.  5^. ;  beans,  4s.  4|d. 

An  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  for 
this  year. 

Chriftened,  males    8,739  Buried,  males    9,730 

■  females    8,35a  ■         females    9,299 


17,091 


1-9,029 
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1783       The  following  are  the  variaiioiis  of 
loweft  prices  arranged  oppofitc  to  eacl 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

Auguft, 

Septemb. 

Oftober, 

Novemb. 

Decemb. 


{ 

! 
{ 
{ 
I 
{ 
{ 

{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 


he  public  funds  during  this  year,  with  the  highcft  and 
month. 


Bank\'^^'^\^f"' 

4/.«r 

L<jnp' 

^/i,.   /£"'* 

Indta 

fnji  t 

1 

h'.d'ia      j  Nav 

Exchequer 

Omnit 

Stock, 

Ct*tt. 

reJuc 

cm/* 

COf'foi 

lent. 
cohJoI 

87-1 

0 

184 

"778 
124 

Of  a 

Old 
Ann. 

68^ 

Ann, 

Stock. 
140 

Ann, 

Bonds. 

Billi. 

7t 

Bills. 

Pre. 

111^ 

614-  6ot 

4s'.a5s, 

1  z  1  1 

, 

i3S» 

7ot  70  i 

87I 

20^ 

Hli 



r~ 

140  J 



dif. 

i33t 

681674 

85  J 

20  iV 

"31- 

68J 

_ 

H3l 



3dif. 

91 

/2  a  3 

135 

60'  ^«^ 

86 

20\ 

13-M: 





HSi 

. 

9t 

dil. 

"9t 

%<rvr  2 

i33t 

68t 

67i 

864 

20.Vii3i 

75  J- 

67t 

661- 

i4»i 



^ 

i34i 

68? 

694 

87  i 

20-14 

i4i 

76 

674 

664 

1414 

i3» 

6.i 

634 

8s 

19  A 

134 

75 

664 

'37t 

634 

I  dif. 

9\ 

2  dif. 

6^ 

i33i 

67^ 

684 

884 

204 

148- 

76 



67." 

138^ 

634 

10  p. 

u 

12 

74- 

i3°i 

65; 

664 

84I 

20J-   ■ 

i4iV 

74l 



66  i 

138 

65; 

12  p. 

94" 

I  a4 

4i- 

i33t 

67t 

68 

884 

20\. 

14A 

76 



675- 

'38I 

674 

5  dif. 

J  04 

dif. 

8i: 

129I 

65t;66i 

^3^ 

20  i- 

Hi- 

75 



^5 

'374 

6ii- 

I  a  6 

9l 

I  aa 

3 

i3it 

6611674 

854 

204. 

'44 

— 



66i 

1394 

624 

dif. 

"4 

dif; 

54 

I23i- 

614 

8oi 

19 

i3t 

— 



604 

132 

S7i: 

2  dif. 

104 

4  dif. 

I  par 

128I 

651661 

84 

204 

— 

— 

644 

«38t 

6i 

25  P- 

124 

3t<I. 

I26i 

64!  624 

82I 

i9i 

13.^ 

70 

— 

614  i33i 

6oi- 

8  dif. 

III 

2 

tpr. 

128 

6S 

644 

844 

194 

«3l 

71 



63i-  139 

59i 

22  p. 

12 

\o 

itpr 

12b  I 

64^ 

58 

82 1 

18;- 

124 

71  ' 



615- 

139 

594 

16  d. 

III 

338 

6  dif. 

128i 

66 

64I 

844 

191- 

i3i- 

— 

— - 

64 1 

»43 

614 

28  d. 

•4 

dif. 

ipar 

116 

56! 

S7t 

75 

i7i- 

12;- 

— 

S6i 

56i- 

I38x^ 

55 

7  a  32 

12  ■ 

9  a  14 

1    1  v/ 

127  I 

S9i 

6oi 

8ci. 

i8i- 

13 

— 



604 

143 

584 

dif. 

•31 

dif. 

117 

sH 

571 

7Si 

171 

12.4 

65i 

S7i 

sSi- 

120 

544 

9  a  28 

124 

7  a  12. 

1184 

boi 

6(4 

77i 

184 

i3t 

59' 

604 

139 

564 

dif. 

'34 

dif. 

— . 

list 

SSt 

5^^ 

714 

'7i 

'24^ 

68 

S^\ 

564 

120 

524 

26 

'3t 

4 

"St 

571 

S8i- 

7Si 

'7 

13 

69 

S7| 

571 

127 

54; 

80 

174 

to 

The  following  bills  relative  to  trade  and  commerce  were  pafled  in  this  year. 
A  bill  to  permit  the  importation  of  all  forts  of  corn,  grain  and  meal,  upon  the  payment  of  the 
low  duties,  for  a  limited  time. 

>    To  continue  an  aft,  entitled,  "  An  aft  more  efFeftually  to  prevent  his  Majefty's  enemies 
from  being  fupplied  with  fhips  or  veflels  from  Great  Britain." 

To  continue  feveral  laws  relating  to  the  regulating  fees  of  officers  of  the  cuftoras  and  naval 
officers  in  America; — to  the  allowing  the  exportation  of  certain  quantities  of  wheat  and  other 
articles,  to  his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  in  America;— to  the  permitting  the  exportation  of 
tobacco  pipe  clay  from  this  kingdom  to  the  Britifh  fugar  colonies  or  plantations  in  the  Weft 
Indies  ; — and  to  the  repealing  the  duties  upon  pot  and  pearl  afhes,  atid  upon  wood  and  wood 
alhes,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  for  granting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

For  continuing  feveral  afts  paffed  for  the  better  regulation  of  laftage  and  ballaflage  in  the 
river  Thames. 

For  allowing  the  importation  of  rice,  paddy,  Indian  corn,  Indian  meal,  and  maize,  free 
from  dutv,  for  a  limited  time,  ' 

For  further  continuing  an  aft  for  allowing  the  importation  of  fine  organzine  Italian  thrown 
fiik  in  any  fhips  or  veflels,  for  a  linrited  time.. 

To  amend  an  aft,  entitled,  "  An  aft  for  the  more  efFeftually  fccuring  the  duties  upon  to- 
bacco ;  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  currants  into  Great  Britain  in  fmall  packao^es  ;  to  repeal 
Vol.  IV.  3  Y  "  fuch 
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.  1783  fuch  part  of  riie  provifo  in  tlic  aft  of  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  rcign  of  his  prcfent  Majcfty^ 
as  permits  Portugal  and  Spanifh  wines  and  other  wines,  except  French  wines,  to  be  imported 
in  fmall  caiksfor  private  ufe ;  and  for  taking  ofFthe  inland  duty  payable  upon  the  importation 
of  cocoa  nuts  into  this  kingdom,  and  upon  the  exportation  thereof  as  merchandize. 

For  the  moreelFeftual  draining  and  preferving  certain  lands  and  grounds  within  the  level  of 
Hatfield  Chace  and  parts  adjacent,  in  the  counties  of  York,  Lincoln  and  Nottingham. 

For  allowing  the  importation  of  goods  from  Europe  in  neutral  (hips  into  the  iflands  of  St. 
Chriftopher,  Nevis,  Montferrat,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  and 
of  goods,  the  produce  or  manufafture  of  the  faid  iflands,  and  of  Tobago  and  St.  Lucia,  from 
thence  into  this  kingdom,  in  fuch  fliips,  upon  payment  of  the  Britifli  Plantation  duties,  for  a 
limited  time :  for  permitting  certain  goods,  the  produce  of  thofe  iflands,  fecured  in  warehoufes 
in  this  kingdom,  to  be  taken  out,  on  payment  of  the  Britifli  Plantation  duties,  and  to  cancel 
certain  bonds  entered  into  for  payment  of  the  duties  due  thereon:  for  further  continuing  cer- 
tain temporary  afts  for  the  encouragement  of  trade  ;  and  to  repeal  an  aft,  made  in  the  22d 
year  of  his  M'ajefty's  reign,  for  allowing  the  importation  of  gopds  the  growth  of  St.  Chrif- 
topher, Nevis  and  Montferrat,  into  any  of  his  Majcfty*s  dominions  in  Europe  or  America. 

For  rendering  more  efFeftual  the  provifions  contained  in  an  aft  of  the  i3ih  year  of  King 
George  the  Firft,  for  preventing  frauds  and  abufes  in  the  dying  trade. 

For  rendering  the  payment  of  creditors  more  equal  and  expeditious  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland;  and  for  making  perpetual  fo  mueh  of  an  aft,  made  in  the  12th  of  his 
prefent  Majefty*s  reign,  as  relates  to  bills  and  promiflbry  notes. 

For  granting  a  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  Britifli  and  Irifli  buckrams  and  tillettings, 
Britifli  and  Irifli  linens,  Britifli  calicoes  and  cottons,  or  cotton  mixed  with  linen,  printed, 
painted,  flained  or  dyed  in  Great  Britain. 

To  repeal  fo  much  of  two  afts  as  prohibits  trade  and  intercourfe  with  the  United  States  of 
America. 

For  removing  and  preventing  all  doubts  which  have  ariien,  or  might  arife,  concerning  the 
cxclufive  rights  of  the  Parliament  and  courts  of  Ireland  in  matters  of  legiflation  and  judi- 
cature, &c.  &c. 

To  amend  and  render  more  effeftual  fcveral  afts  for  making  a  navigable  canal  from  the 
Trent  to  the  Merfey ;  and  a  branch  from  the  faid  canal  to  Frog  Hall,  and  a  rail  way  from 
thence  to  or  near  Caldon,  in  the  county  of  Stafford. 

To  difcharge  and  indemnify  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  from  all  damages,  intereft  and  lofles,  in  rcfpeft  to  their  not  making  regular  pay- 
ment of  certain  fums  due,  and  to  become  due  to  the  public  ;  and  to  allow  further  time  for  fuch 
payment ;  and  to  enable  the  Company  to  borrow  a  certain  fum  of  money  ;  and  to  make  a  divi- 
dend of  4I.  per  cent,  to  the  proprietors,  at  Midfummer,  1783. 

For  making  and  maintaining  a  navigable  canal  from  the  river  Thames  or  Ifis,  at  or  near 
Leachlade,  to  join  and  communicate  with  the  Stroudwater  canal  at  Wallbridge,  near  the  town 
of  Stroud  ;  and  alfo  a  collateral  cut  from  the  faid  canal  at  or  near  Siddington,  to  or  near  the 
town  of  Cirencefter,  in  the  counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Wilts. 

For  preventing  certain  inftruments  from  being  required  from  fliips  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America;  and  to  give  to  his  Majefty,  for  a  limited  time,  certain  powers  for  the  better 
carrying  on  trade  and  commerce  between  the  fubjcfts  of  his  Majefty 's  dominions  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  United  States. 

F©r 
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1783  For  empowering  perfons  navigating  veflcis  upon  the  river  Trent,  between  a  place  called 
Wildcn  Ferry,  in  the  counties  of  Derby  and  Leicefter,  or  one  of  them,  and  the  town  of  Bur- 
ton upon  Trent,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  to  haul  the  fame  with  horfes. 

For  altering  and  varying  the  powers  of  an  a£l  for  making  the  river  Douglas,  alias  Afland, 
navigable  from  the  river  Ribblc  to  Wigan,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaftei-,  and  for  en- 
abling the  Company  of  Proprietors  of  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  canals,  incorporated  by  an  aft 
paflcd  in  the  loth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign,  to  purchafe  the  faid  river  navigation; 
for  amending  the  faid  lad-mentioned  aft  for  incorporating  and  confolidating  the  faid  two  na- 
vigations ;  and  for  other  purpofcs. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Trent,  from  a  place  called  Wilden  Ferry,  in  the 
counties  of  Derby  and  Leicefter,  or  one  of  them,  to  Gainfborough,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  ; 
and  for  empowering  perfons,  navigating  veflels  thereon,  to  haul  the  fame  with  horfes. 

For  repealing  an  aft,  entitled,  "  An  aft  for  charging  a  ftamp  duty  upon  inland  bills  of  ex- 
change, promiflbry  notes,  or  other  notes  payable  otherwife  than  on  demand,"  and  for  grant- 
ing new  ftamp  duties  on  bills  of  exchange,  promiiTory  and  other  notes;  and  alfo  ftamp  duties 
en  receipts. 

For  enabling  the  commiflioners  of  fapply  of  the  feveral  counties  therein  mentioned,  in 
Scotland,  to  aflefs  and  levy  certain  fums  for  relieving  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  coun- 
ties as  have  been  reduced  to  iiidigence  by  the  failure  of  the  laft  year's  crop  of  corn  ;  and  to  en- 
able his  Majefty,  during  the  next  recefs  of  Parliament,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  to  permit  the  importation  of  corn  into  the  faid  counties  for  a  limited  time,'  and  in 
ihips  or  veiTels  belonging  to  any  ftate  in  amity  with  his  Majefty,  navigated  by  foreign  feamen. 

For  allowing  the  drawback  of  the  whole  duty  of  cuftoms  upon  the  exportation  of  rice. 

For  altering  the  duties  and  drawbacks  upon  plain  muflins,  unrated  muflins  and  calicoes,  and 
Nanquin  clotlw. 

For  repealing  fo  much  of  an  aft,  as  took  off  the  duties  payable  upon  the  importation  of  that 
fpecies  of  blue  called  fmalts  ;  and  for  granting  relief  to  the  owners  and  proprietors  of  tobacco 
of  the  growth  of  Scotland,  which  (hall  not  be  worth  the  duties  impofed  thereon  by  an  aft  of 
the  laft  fedion  of  Parliament. 

For  the  better  preventing  frauds  in  the  landing  and  removing  of  wines  in  this  kingdom ; 
and  to  prevent  the  relanding  of  refined  fugar,  entered  for  exportation,  to  obtain  the  drawback 
or  bounty. 

For  the  more  effeftual  encouragement  of  the  manufaftures  of  flax  and  cotton  in  Great 
Britain. 

For  tlie  further  encouraging  the  growth  of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  in  his  Majefty's  iflandi 
and  plantations  in  America. 

For  preventing  the  exportation  of  corn,  grain,  or  meal,  with  a  bounty,  during  the  opera- 
tion of  two  afts,  paffed  in  this  prefent  feffion  of  Parliament,  for  allowing  the  importation  of 
corn. 

For  making  and  maintaining  a  navigable  canal  from  a  place  near  Hider's  Green,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  to  Broadwater  fire  engine,  and  fix  collateral  cuts  from  the  fame  to  feveral 
coal  mines;  and  alfo  a  navigable  canal  from  or  near  the  town  of  Birmingham,  to  join  the 
Coventry  canal,  at  or  near  Fazeley,  in  the  parifh  of  Tamworth,  in  the  faid  county  of  Staf- 
ford»  with  a  collateral  cut  to  the  lower  part  of  the  faid  town  of  Birmingham. 

3  Y  2  •  For 
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Brought  over,         i: 
For  allowances  to  fcvcral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 

reduced  troops  of  horfc -guards,  &c.  —  •— 

To  feveral  officers  late  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  States-General,  — 

For  half- pay  to  certain  provincial  corps,  —  — 

For  one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  feven  battalions  of  foot  in 

the  Eaft  Indies,  for  1783, 

For  the  charge  of  eight  battalions  6f  foot,  — ►  — 

For  extra  charge  of  forces  ferving  abroad,  —  — 

For  the  charge  of  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  &c.  — - 

For  200  letter-men  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  —  *— 

For  the  charge  of  three  Hanoverian  battalions  at  Gibraltar,  — 

For  ditto  of  two  ditto,  in  Great  Britain,  ■  ' 

For  the  charge  of  13,472  Heffian  troops  and  fubfidy,  — 

For  dittoof  2,257  men  of  the  troops  of  Hanau  and  fubfidy,  — 

To  make  good  the  deficiencies  in  fums  voted  for  ditto  in  178'!, 
For  the  charge  of  4,300  Brunfwicker*,  — -  .      — 

Ditto  of  one  regiment  of  Waldeck,  and  fubfidy,  — 

For  a  corps  of  foot  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  including  artillery,  — 

For  ditto  of  1,781  troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Anfpach,  &€•        — 
Deficiency  in  votes  for  ditto  in  1782,  —  — 

For  artillery  for  the  foreign  troops,  —  •  — 

For  repairing,  &c.  Britiffa  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^ 
To  the  Levant  Company,  —  —  — 

On  account  of  new  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain, 
Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet  Houfe,  — 

Towards  rebwiJding  Newgate,  —  —  — 

To  the  comraiffioners  of  public  accounts,  ■ 

To  the  officers  of  the  board  of  works,  for  furveying  the  lofles  occa* 

fioned  by  the  riots  in  1780,         ^       ■  • 

For  the  relief  of  certain  American  civil  officers,  &c.  — 

Towards  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  a  feparate  eftablifltment  for  the 

Prince  of  Wales,  ,      — —  

To  make  good  to  bis  Majefty  the  like  fum  iflued  by  his  Majefty's 

orders,  in  puifuance  of  the  addreffes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

To  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  employing  convifts  in  heaving  ballaft 

on  the  Tliamcs,  ■  _ 

For  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  — 

Ditto  of  Georgia,  —  —  —  u^         ■ 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia,  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida,  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Weft  Florida,.  _  -«  _ 

Ditto  of  Sjcnegarabia, 
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Carried  forv^ard, 
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Brought  over, 


Towards  difcharging  certain  Exchequer  bills. 

For  difcharging  certain  other  Exchequer  bills,  &c. 

For  ditto,  on  the  vote  of  credit  of  1782, 

For  difcharging  certain  other  Exchequer  bills. 

To  make  good  deficiency  of  annuity  fund  of  1758, 

Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1778,  ■ 

Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1779, 

Ditto  of  annuity  fund,  1780, 

Ditto  of  annuity  fund,   1782, 

Ditto  of  grants  for  178a,  -^ 

Vote  of  credit,  — — 

Total  Supplies^ 


The  Ways  and  Means  for  railing  tiie  foregoing  fupplies. 
Duty  on  malt,  —  -^  — 

Land  tax  at  4s.  —  —  -^ 

By  loans  and  Exchequer  billSi  to  be  charged  on  next  aids,        — « 
By  annuities  and  lottery^  -^        .        .^  •*. 

By  Exchequer  bills,  —  —  — 

By  monies  out  of  the  finking  fund,  —  — 

By  favings  in  the  hands  of  the  paymafl;er»general  of  the  army. 
By  ditto,  in  the  hands  of  ditto,  — — 

By  ditto,  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by  Sir  R.  Taylor, 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Total  amount  of  Supplies  granted, 

Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means, 


I3'SSS»283 
1,500,000 
1,495,000 

s, 000,000 
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160,191 

63,888 
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2o,oo9;236  7  2 
191788,863  19  4 


220,372  7  10 


The  following  additional  duties  and  new  taxes  were  xmpofed  tins  year  :--* 

Stamp  duty  on  bills  of  exchange  for  1782,  doubled,                  —  56,000 

The  fanae  extended  to  foreign  bills,  promiflbry  notes,  &c.            —  44,000 

Additional  flamp  duties  on  probates  of  wills  and  legacies,             —  40,000 

Ditto  on  bonds,  law  proceedings,  admiiTions  to  the  inns  of  court,  &c.  60,000 

Ditto  on  ftagc-coaches  and  diligences,                       ■■                 '-*—  25,000 
A  new  ftanip  duty  of  2dt  upon  receipts  for  2l.  and  not  amounting  to 
20I. ;  and  of  4d,  if  amounting  to  or  exceeding  20I,                  — — 


s.  d. 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

0  o 


250,000    o    o 


Ditto  of  6s.  upon  every  agreement ;  of  2s.  6d,  upon  any  inventory  or 
catalogue  \  and  of  5s.  upon  every  award, 
Duty  oa  turnpike  roads  and  inclofure  bills, 


J  0,000 
20,000 


o    o 
o    o 


Carried  forward,       505,000    o    0 
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Brought  over,  505,000  o  o 
A  (lamp  duty  of  3d.  upon  entry  of  any  burial,  marriage,  birth  or, 

cbridening,  ■  —  ■  15'^^^    o    o 

Ditto  of  20s.  for  a  licence  to  perfons  vending  medicines  ;  and  3d.  upon 

every  box,  packet,  or  bottle  of  medicines,  under  the  value  of  2s.  6d. ;  6d. 

when  of  2s.  6d«  value ;  and  is.  when  of  5$.  and  upwards,  —  Z5iOOO    o    o 

A  duty  of  4s.  annually  upon  every  waggon,  &c.   with  three  or  four 

wheels,  and  of  2S.  annually  when  with  two  wheels,  —  25,000    o    o 


Total  of  additional  and  new  taxres,  560,000    o     o 

Intereft  of  the  loan  of  twelve  millions,  560,000    o    o 


1784  This  year  opens  with  another  fruitlefs  attempt  to  arrange  the  affairs  of  India.— The  general 
objeds  to  be  provided  for  in  the  formation  of  a  fyftem  for  India,  were  the  civil  and  military 
government,  the  revenues,  and  the  commerce.  The  queftion  refpefting  to  whom  the  terri- 
torial right  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  poffeffions  belonged,  had  never  been  finally  fettled  : 
there  were  claims  to  be  afcertained,  and  interefts  to  be  divided.  The  claims  of  prefcription 
and  general  jufticc  were  to  be  attended  to,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  natives  to  be  confidered* 
Befides,  it  Was  a  matter  of  ferious  reflc£tion,  what  would  be  the  probable  effe  As  of  the  govern- 
ment of  India  on  the  government  of  Britain  ;  how  it  might  affeft  our  conftitution  in  point  of 
influence :  and  by  what  means  it  migtit  add  ta  the  ftrength,  without  endange*  ing  the  rights  of 
the  nation* 

In  order  to  fecure  thefe  points,  the  following  principles  were  laid  down  as  indifpenfable  :— 
The  civil  and  military  government  of  India,  or,  in  other  words,  the  imperial  dominion  of  our 
territories  in  the  Eaft,  ought  to  be  placed  under  other  controul  than  that  of  the  company  of 
merchants  in  Lcadenhall-ftreet, — the  controul  of  the  genuine  and  legitimate  executive  branch 
of  the  conftitution.  The  commerce  of  the  Company  fhould  be  left  as  much  as  poffible  to  their 
fuperintendence :  commerce  ought  always  to  be  left  to  tlie  merchant  unlhackled,  unembarrafled 
with  interferences,  which  might  impede  its  current,  and  diminifh  its  fecurity  :  and,  laftly,  any 
poffible  bad  eflfefts  from  the  government  of  India  on  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain  niuft 
be  feduloufly  avoided.  Such  were  the  land-marks  of  the  fyftem  propofed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  On  the  .24th  of  January,  he  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  government  and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company. 

By  this  bill,  commiflioners  were  to  be  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  from  the  members  of  his 
privy  council^  who  were  authorized  and  empowered,  from  time  to  time,  to  check,  fupcrintend 
and  controul  all  afts,  operations,  and  concerns,  which  in  anywife  relate  to   the  civil  or  mili- 
tary  government  or  revenues  of  the  territories  and  poffcffions  af  the  faid  United  Company  in 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

It  then  enafts,  That  the  faid  board  fhall  have  accefs  to  all  papers  and  documents  of  the  faid 
United  Company,  and  (hall  be  furnifhcd  with  copies  thereof,  and  of  all  the  proceeding's  of  all 
general  and  fpecial  courts  of  proprietors,  and  of  the  court  of  dircAors  ;  and  alfo  copies  of  all 
difpatches  which  the  direftors  fhall  receive  from  any  of  their  fervants  in  the  Eaft  Indies  im- 
mediately after  the  arri^tal  thereof  j  and  alfo  copies  of  all  letters,  orders,  and  inftrudlions  what- 
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feflions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  propofed  to  be  fent  to  any  of  the  fervants  of  his  Majcfly,  or  of  the 

faid  Company,  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  that  the  court  of  direftors  fhall,  and  are  required  to-pay 

due  obedience  to,  and  (hall  be  governed  and  bound  by  fuch  orders  and  direftions  as  they  (hall, 

from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the  faid  board,  touching  the  civil  or  military  government  and 

revenue  of  the  territories  and  pofleffions  of  the  Company. 

And  it  was  further  enafted.  That  the  faid  board  (hall  return  the  copies  of  the  faid  difpatches 
to  the  court  of  direftors,  with  their  approbation  thereof,  or  their  reafons,  at  large,  for  difap- 
proving  the  fame,  together  with  inftruftions  in  refpeft  thereto  ;  and  that  the  court  of  diredors 
(hall  thereupon  difpatch  and  fend  the  letters,  orders,  and  inftruftions,  fo  approved  or  amended, 
to  their  fervants  in  India,  without  further  delay;  and  no  letters,  orders,  or  inftruftions,  until 
after  fuch  previous  communication  thereof  to  the  faid  boards  (hall,  at  any  time,  be  fent  or  dif- 
patched  by  the  faid  direftors  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatfoever. 

It  further  cnads,  That  in  cafe  the  faid  board  (hall  fend  any  orders,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  faid  court  of  direftors,  (hall  relate  to  points  not  connefted  with  the  civil  or  military 
government  and  revenues  of  the  faid  territories  and  po(renions  in  India,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for 
them  to  apply  by  petition  to  his  Majcfty  in  council  touching  fuch  order ;  and  the  decifion  of 
the  council  thereon  (hall  be  iinal  and  conclu(ivc. 

It  then  enafls.  That  the  nomination  of  the  commanders  in  chief  (hall  be  vefted  in  his  Ma- 
jcfty; and  that  the  faid  x:ommanders  in  chief  (hall  always  be  fecond  in  council.  It  alfo  vefts 
in  his  Majefty  the  power  to  remove  any  governor-general,  prefidents,  and  members  of  the 
councils  of  any  Briti(h  fctilements  in  India  ;  and  enafts,  that  all  vacancies  in  the  offices  afore* 
faid,  (hall  be  fupplied  by  the  court  of  direftors,  fubjeft  to  the  approbation  of  his  Majefty  ;  and 
in  cafe  the  perfon  nominated  by  the  faid  court  (hall  not  be  approved  by  his  Majefty,  the  faid 
court  (liall  proceed  to  nominate  fome  other  perfon,  fubjeft  to  the  approbation  or  difallowance 
of  his  Majefty,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before  direfted  ;  and  fo,  toties  quotiesy  until  fome  perfon 
or  perfons  (hall  be  nominated  or  appointed  who  (hall  be  approved  by  his  Majefty  ;  and  in  cafe 
the  court  of  direSors  (hall  not,  within  a  certain  number  of  days,  hereafter  to  be  fpecified,  pro- 
ceed to  fupply  the  fame,  then  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty  to  appoint  a  perfon  to  fupply 
the  office  fo  vacant. 

Laftly,  it  was  enafted.  That  no  order  or  refolution  of  any  general  court  of  proprietors  (hall 
be  available  to  revoke  or  refcind,  or  in  any  refpeft  to  afFeft  the  proceeding  of  the  court  of 
direftors,  after  his  Majefty's  pleafurc  ftiall  have  been  fignified  upon  the  fame. 

The  debates  on  tliis  bill  turned  principally  on  its  merits  and  demerits  as  compared  with  the 
India  bill  rejefled  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  It  was  argued  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that,  in  his  bill,  all  the 
rights  enjoyed  bji  the  Company  under  their  charter,  were  prcfcrvcd  inviolate,  as  far  as  was 
compatible  with  the  public  fafety.  When,  in  anfwer  to  this,  it  was  ailfrted,  that  nothing  but 
the  (hadow  of  power  was  left  to  the  Company ;  and  that,  by  the  negative  referved  to  the  crown 
in  all  matters  whatfoever,  the  fubftance  was,  in  efFeft,  vefted  there, — he  contended,  that  what- 
ever might  be  the  efFeft  of  the  bill,  yet  having  previoufly  obtained  the  confcnt,  both  of  the 
court  of  proprietors  and  direftors,  to  all  the  regulations  contained  in  it,  no  violation  of  privi- 
leges could  be  inferred,  where  there  was  a  voluntary  furrender  of  them.  The  fecond  point  ia 
which  the  new  bill  differed  froiti  the  former  was  this, — that  it  left  where  it  found  all  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Company,  the  commapder  in  chief  excepted.  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  main- 
tained, that  the  whole  military  patronage  would  almoft  neceflTarily  follow  the  appointment  of 
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1784  the  coitimander  in  chief.  In  the  former  bill,  the  transfcrrirtg  the  entire  governmeht  of  the 
Company's  affairs  to  the  new  board,  the  nomination  of  commiffioners  in  ParliamQnt,  and  the 
permanent  duration  of  their  authority  for  a  term  of  four  years,  had  occafioned  great  alarm,  as 
creating  a  new  power  dangerous  to  the  conftitution.  The  objeft  of  the  prefent  bill  was  merely 
controul,  and  the  exercife  of  that  controul,  like  every  branch  of  the  executive  government, 
was  referred  to  the  difcretion  of  the  croWn.  In  anfwcr  to  this,  it  was  obfervcd,  that  to  leave 
one  fet  of  men,  who  had  not  only  been  convifted  of  having  notorioufly  abufed  their  power, 
but  were  univcrfally  allowed  to  be  unfit  for  the  trull  repofed  in  them,  in  the  poileilion  of  do- 
minion, 'merely  for  the  purpofe  of  being  controuledby  another,  was  to  eftablifh  dominion  and 
wcaknefs  in  government  upon  fyftetn.— In  (hort,  the  bill,  on  its  fecond  reading,  oa  the  23d 
of  January,  was  rcjefted  by  a  very  fmall  majority. 

The  lofs  of  this  bill  was  followed  by  a  very  general  expeftation  that  there  would  be  a  new 
adminiftration,  or  an  immediate  difTofution  of  the  Parliament.  Thcminiftry,  however,  not- 
withftanding  the  fuperiofity  of  the  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  maintained  tlieir 
ground,  and  the  Parliament  was  not  diffolvcd  till  fome  time  afterwards,  Mr.  Pitt,  at  this 
time,  was  a  rare  example  of  patience  and  magnanimity  :  he  confidered  himfelf  as  bound  by 
the  duty  he  owed  his  country,  to  remain  a  minifier  without  a  majority  in  Parliament,  and  to 
fufFer  the  daily  mortifications  which  may  be  naturally  fuppofed  to  arife  from^  futh  a  fituation.   - 

In  this  ftate  of  public' diftraftion,  it  was  thcwifh  of  vmany  of  the  coiantry  gentlemen  that 
the  oppofing  parties  fhould  coalefce,  aiid  that  an  adminiftration  mightbe  fo:fiormed,.as  to  en- 
fure  that  lading  unanimity  among  tlie  leaders  of  the  diiFerent  parties  vrhich  w6uid  forward  the 
operations  of  government,  and  reftore  national  tranquillity  :  for  this  defirable  /end^  negocia- 
tions  were  commenced,  but  without  fuccefs ;  and  as  the  oppofition  did  not  dare  to  ft6p  the 
voting  of  the  fupplies,  though  fome  of  its  leaders  were  difpofcd  to  adopt  that  defperate  mea- 
fure,  the  miniftry  at  length  triumphed  ;  and,  on  the  24th  of  March,  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued, and  the  day  following  diffolved  by  proclamation. 

In  the  fpecch  which  the  King  delivered  from  the  throne,  he  took  occafion  to  obfcrve,  tliat, 
on  a  full  confideration  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  and  of  the  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances  which  produced  it,  he  was  induced  to  put  an  end  to  the  fitting  of  Parliament*  He  felt 
it  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  conftitution  and  to  the  country,  to  recur  as  fpeedily  as  poffiblc 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  by  the  mode  of  a  general  eleftion.  He  truftcd  that  this  meafure 
would  obviate  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  the  unhappy  divifions  and  diftraflions  that^  had  lately 
fubfifted^  and  that  the  important  fubjefts  which  required  the  confideration  of  Parliament, 
might  be  afterwards  proceeded  upon  with  lefs  interruption  and  happier  ^fiift.  He  could  have 
no  other  objeft  than  to  prefervc  the  true  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  to  employ  the 
powers  entrufted  to  him  by  law,  for  the  only  end  for  which  they  were  given,— the  good^ of  his 
people. 

Though  the  oppofition  had  poffcflcd  a  very  uncommon  and  commanding  majority  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  nation  at  large  was  extremely  favourable  to  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion.  At  the  very  moment  when  Mr.  Pitt  could  not  carry  a  fingle  queftion  in  Parliament, 
the  common-council  of  London  voted  their  thanks  to  him,  for  his  able,  upright,  and  difinte- 
rcfted  condud,  zs  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the  prefent 
alarniing  and  critical  jundure  of  affairs.  The  court  alfo  unanimoufly  voted  the  freedom  of 
the  city,  to  be  prefeated  to  Mr.  Pitt  in  a  gold  box,  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for,  and  approbation 
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1784  of,  his  zeal  and  xfliduity  in  fupporting  the  legal  prerogatives  of  the  crown  »nd  die  conftitu^ 
tionj^ights  of  the  people.  A  motion  was  alfo  made  in  the  fame  court,  to  acknowledge,  with> 
the  dcepeft  gratitude,  the  late  timely  interference  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  the  prefervation  of 
our  excellent  conftitution,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  every  branch  of  the  Icgiflature ;. 
which,  after  fome  debate,  was  carried  by  a  great  majority. 

It  had  been  a  favourite  aflertion  of  many  of  the  leading  member)  of  oppofltton,  that  thc 
popularity  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues  did  not  pollcft  any  folid  foundation^  and  that  a  very 
Ihort  time  would  fufitce  for  its  delhuftion  :  bat  this  opinion  found  an  unreferved  contradic- 
tion in  almoll  every  part  of  the  kiiigdom.  The  great  and  memorable  conteft  between  admi- 
niflraiion  and  tlie  Houfe  of  Commons  had  continued  much  longer  than  any  one  could  have 
forefeen  or  expelled  ;  and,  during  the  ftruggle,  the  popularity  of  the  former,  inftead  of  dimi- 
nilhing,  fccmed  daily  to  grow  more  extenfive  and  unquellionable.  Never  was  any  decifion,  if 
uken  in  all  its  parts,  more  full  and  explicit  than  that  which  was  given  by  the  people  in  the- 
general  ele£lion  which  immediately  followed  the  diflblution  of  Parliament. 

The  meeting  of  the  new  Parliament  took,  place  on  the  18th  of  May  ;  and  it  is  from  this 
term  that  we  may  date,  in  a  great  degree,  the  parliamentary  exillence  of  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiltra- 
tion  :  the  remainder  of  the  laft  fellion  may  ra^er  be  faid  to  have  been  confumed  in  a  conted 
between  two  powerful  parties,  tlian  in  the  cliarafteriQic  exertions  of  a  regular  government. 

The  former  fpeakcr  being  again  feated  in  the  chair  of  the  Houie  of  Commons,  on  the  19th 
of  May  the  fetfion  was  opened  by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  King 
cxpreQcd  the  greattft  fatisfaftion  at  meeting  his  Parliament  at  this  time,  after  having  recurred,, 
in  fuch  an  important  moment,  to  the  fenfe  of  his  people.  That  he  entertained  a  juft  and  con- 
fident reliance,  that  the  aflembly  which  he  addrelfed  was  animated  with  the  fame  fcntiments  of 
loyalty,  and  ^e  fame  attachment  to  the  conditution,  which  had  been  fo  fully  manifefted  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  objeAs  peculiarly  recommended  to  their  attention,  were  the 
alarming  progrefs  of  frauds  in  the  revenue,  the  framing  of  fuch  commercial  regulations  as  were 
immediately  neceflary,  and  the  providing  for  the  good  government  of  our  pofleflions  in  the 
Eaft  Indies.  On  this  latter  fubjeA,  he  hoped  Parliament  would  not  lofe  light  of  the  effeA 
which  the  meafures  they  adopted  nught  have  on  our  own  conftttution  and  dearefl  intereds  at 
home.  His  Majefty  declared  he  had  no  wrlh  but  to  confult  the  profperity  of  hispeoide,  by  x 
conflant  attention  to  every  objeft  of  national  concern,  by  an  uniform  adherence  to  the  true 
principles  of  our  free  conllitution,  and  by  fupporting  and  maintaining  In  their  jufl:  balance,  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  every  branch  of  the  legiAature. 

On  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  the  following  definitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip  be- 
tween bis  Majcfty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  their  High  Mighttneflcs  the  Sutes-General 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  was  figncd  at  Paris,  by  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  refpeflive  powers  : — 

"  Article  I.  There  Ihall  be  a  chiiftian,  univcrfal,  and  perpetual  peace,  as  well  by  fca  as  by 
land,  and  a  fincerc  and  conflant  fricndlbip  (hall  be  re-eftabli(hed  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  kingdoms,  dominions,  and  fubjefts,  and  their  High  Mighti- 
neffcs  the  faid  Stales  General,  and  their  dominions  and  fubjefts,  »f  what  quality  or  condition 
focver  they  be,  without  exception  either  of  places  or  perfons;  fo  that  the  high  contrafting 
parties  (hall  give  the  greateft  attention  to  the  maintaining  between  themfelves,  and  their  faid 
dominions  and  fubjefts,  this  reciprocal  friendlhip  and  intercourfe,  without  permitting  here- 
after, on  either  part,  any  kind  of  hoftilities  to  be  cwnmittcd,  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any 
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1 784  caufc  or  under  any  pretence  whatfoever :  and  they  fhall  carefully  avoid,  for  the  future,  every 
thing  which  might  prejudice  the  union  happily  re-eftablifhed,  endeavouring,  on  the  contrary, 
•to  procure  reciprocally  for  each  ot4ier,  on  every  occafion,  whatever  may  contribute  to  their 
<mutuar glory,  interefls,  and  advantage,  without  grving  any  affiftance  or  proteftion,  dircftly 
or  jndireftly,  to  thofe  who  would  do  any  injury  to  cither  of  the  high  contrafting  parties.— 
There  .fhall  be  a  general  oblivion  of  every  thing  which  may  have  been  done  or  committed, 
'before  or  fincethe  commencement  of  the  war  which  is  jaft  ended, 

•*  IL  With  refpeft  to  the  4ionours  of  the  flag,  and  the  falute  at  fca,  by  the  fhipsof  the  Re- 
•public  towards  thofe  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  fame  cuftom  (hall  be  refpcftively  followed 
•as  was  pradifed  before  the  commencement  of  the  war  which  is  juft  ended, 

•*  III.  All  the  prifoners  taken  on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea,  and  the  hoftagcs 
carried  away  or  given  during  the  war,  and  who  bave  not  yet  been  rcftored,  conformably  to  the 
preliminary  treaty,  Jhall  be  rcftored  as  foon  as  poffiblc,  without  ranfom  ;  each  power  refpcftive- 
ly difcharging  the  advances  which  fliali  have  been  made  for  the  fubfiftence  and  maintenance  of 
their  prifoners,  by  the  fovereign  of  the  country  where  they  fhall  have  been  detained,  according 
to  the  receipts,  attefted  accounts,  and  otlier  authentic  vouchers,  which  fhall  be  furnifhed  on 
icach  fide  :  and  furcties  fhall  be  jreciprocally  given  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  which  the  pri- 
foners may  have  contrafted  in  the  countries  where  they  may  have  been  detained  until  their 
^entire  releafe.  And  all  fhips,  as  well  men  of  war  as  merchant  fhips,  which  may  have  been 
taken  fince  the  expiration  of  the  terms  agreed  upon  for  the  cefTation  of  hoftilities  by  fea,  fhall 
likewife  be  reftored  bonafide^  with  all  their  crews  and  cargoes :  and  the  execution  of  this  article 
ihall  be  proceeded  upon  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 

■**  IV.  The  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  cede  and  guaranty,  in  full  right,  to  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  the  town  of  Negapatnam,  with  the  dependencies  thereof;  but  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  importance  which  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  annex  to  the  poffef- 
iion  of  the  aforefaid  town,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  a  proof  of  his  good  will  towards  the 
States,  promifes,  notwithftanding  this  cefTion,  to  receive  and  treat  with  them  for  the  rcftitu- 
tion  of  tlie  faid  town,  in  cafe  -the  Lords  the  States  fhould  hereafter  have  an  equivalent  to 
offer  'him. 

♦*  V.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall  rcftore  to  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, Trinquemalc,  as  alfo  all  the  other  towns,  forts,  harbours,  and  fettlements,  which  in 
the  courfe  of  the  W4r  have  been  conquered  in  any  part  of  the  world  whatever  by  the  arms  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  or  by  thofe  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company,  and  pf  which  he 
jhould  be  in  pofleilion ;  the  whole  in  the  condition  in  which  they  fhall  be  found* 

"  V-I.  The  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  promife  and  engage^  nottoobftruft: 
the  navigation  of  the  Britifti  fubjefts  in  the  Eaftern  Seas. 

**  Vri.  Whereas  differences  have  arifen  between  the  Englifh  African  Company  and  the 
Dutch  Weft  India  Company,  relative  to  the  navigation  on  the  coafts  of  Africa,  as  alfo  on  the 
fubjeft  of  Cape  ApoUonia;  for  preventing  all  caufe  of  complaint  between  the  fubjefts  of  the 
two  nations  on  thofe  coafts,  it  is  agreed,  that  commiilkries  fhall  be  named,  on  each  fide,  to 
make  fuitable  arrangements  on  thefe  points. 

"  Vril,  All  the  countries  and  territories  which  may  have  been,  or  which  may  be  conquer- 
ed, in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfoever,  by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  as  well  as  by 
thofe  of  the  States  General,  which  are  not  included  in  the  prefeat  treaty,  neitl>er  under  the 
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1784  bead  of  celBons,  nor  under  the  head. of  reftkutionSi  (hall  be  reftored  without  difficulty,  and 
vrithout  re(]uiring  any  compenfation, 

*•  IX.  Whereas  by  the  ninth  artick  of  the  preliminary  treaty  9  period  yas  ftipulated  anJ 
^ippointed  by  the  high  contrafling  parties,  for  the  reftitutions  and  evacuations  to  be  made,  on 
each  iide,  of  the  towns,  fortrelTes,  and  territories  which  might  have  been  conquered  by  their 
refpe£live  arms,  and  of  which  they  might  be  in  pofleflion,  excepting  fuch  as  had  been  ceded  ;. 
and  whereas  the  term  fpecified  in  the  aforefaid  ninth  article  is  already  expired ;  the  bigb 
•  contrafting  parties  engage  reciprocally,  and  bona  fidg^  to  obferve  the  faid  ftipulations,  and  in 
cafe,  by  any  accident  or  otherwife,  the  cellions  and  reftitutions  therein  comprifed  (hould  not 
have  taken  place,  to  expedite  immediately  the  necellary  orders,  ta  the  end  that  there  may  be 
no  farther  delay  in  the  accomplilhment  of  the  faid  flipuiations. 

•*  X,  His  Britannic  Majefty  and  their  High  Mightineflcs  the  aforefaid  States  General,  pro* 
mife  to  obferve  fincerety,  and  banafide^  all  the  articles  contained  and  eftabliHied  in  this  prefcnt 
treaty;  and  they  will  not  fuffer  the  fame  tabe  infringed,  dirc£kly  or  indire£kly,  by  their  re- 
fppftive  fubjefts ;  and  the  faid  high  contrafting  parties  guaranty  to  each  other,  generally  and 
reciprocally^  ^11  the  ilipulations  of  the  prefcnt  articles. 

**  XI.  The  folomn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  prepared  in  good  and  due  form,  fhaK 
be  exchanged  in  this  city,  of  Paris,  between  the  high  contrafling  parties,  in  the  fpace  of  one 
month,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 

treaty- 

*♦  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under-written,  their  ambafladors  and  miniflers  plenipoten- 
tiary, h^ve  figned  with  our  hands,  in  their  names,  and  by  virtue  of  our  fuU  powers,  the  pre- 
fent definitive  treaty,  and  have  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arras  to  be  affixed  thereto. 
*^  DoM  ^t  Paris,,  the  twentieth  of  May,  1784^ 

fL.  S.)  Daniel  Hailes^ 
(L.  S.)  Lestevenon  van  Berkenroode, 
(L.  S.)  Brantsen. 
Soon  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  a  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  landed  eflates  in  his 
Majefly's  fugar  colonies,  and  of  the  merchants  of  London  trading  thereto,  and  other  pcrfons 
interc(te4  tlierein,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Comn\ons. — This  petition  fets  forth,  that 
,  the;  p,eti0.pner$,  or  their  anceflors,  have  invefted  their  fortunes  in  the  fettlement,  cultivation, 
and  conimerce  of  the  faid  colonies,  to  th^e  extent,^  upon  the  moft  moderate  computation,  of 
more  than  50,000,0001.  fterling;  whereby  the  faid  colonies,  and  the  commerce  thereon*  de- 
pendent, have  become  the  raofl  confiderabte  fource  of  navigation  and  national  wealth  which 
Groat  Britain  poiScfTcs  out  of  the  limits  of  the  mother  countiry  ;  and  that  whilft  tbe  faid  colo- 
nies, as  well  diredly  as  through  the  medium  of  other  dependent  branches  of  trade,  afford  a 
market  for  Britifh  commodities,  to  a  very  great  amount,  and  conflant  employment  for  more 
than  100,000  tons  of  (hipping,  m  the  direfl  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  the  faid 
colonies  ;  while  the  dear  income  of  the  eflates  in  the  faid  colonics,  after  defraying  the  expences 
of  thofe  who  arc  refident  there,  is  almoft  entirely  fpcnt  in  the  mother  country  :  wherefore  th© 
petitioners  conceive,  that  no  part  of  the  national  property  can, be  more  beneficially  employed 
for  the  public  than  theirs,  nor  any  intcrefts  bette»  entitled  to  the  protcftion  af  the  legiflaturc  ; 
and  that  the  difaflers  and  expences  of  the  late  war,  coinciding  with  many  natural  calamities, 
and  with  the  cffeft  of  the  heavy  increafe  of  duties  impofed  upon  the  ftaple  articles  of  their 
produce,  have  reduced  the  petitioners  to  great  diftcefs  and  difficulty^  and  endanger  their  ability, 

without 
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1784  without  relief  from  Parliament,  to  carry  on  the  cultivation  of  the  faid  idands  ;  which  failing, 
the  navigation,  and  all  the  other  fubordinate  interefts  and  advantages  dependent  on  the  culti- 
vation, liiuft  fail  with  it;  and  that  the  faid  fugar  colonies  cannot  produce  any  quantity  of 
provifions  at  all  adequate  to  their  wants,  without  mifapplying  thereto  that  culture  which  the 
public  good  requires  to  be  appropriated  to  thofe  articles  of  commerce  which  that  climate  alone 
produces  :  and  that  Barbadoes  and  the  leeward  iflands  do  not  afford  any  fupply  of  lumber 
whatever. 

The  petition  alfo  dates,  that  the  faid  fugaf  colonies  never  have  been,  and,  to  the  perfcft 
conviftion  of  the  petitioners,  never  can  be  fupplied,  fo  as  fteadily  tofupport  the  culture  there- 
of, with  lumber  and  provifions  from  any  other  country  but  thofe  which  form  tlic  United 
States  of  America ;  feeing  that  the  gulf  and  river  of  St.  Laurence  arc  frozen  up  half  the  year, 
and  that  the  open  half  includes  the  hurricane  months  in  the  We^  Indies  ;  and  that  the  want 
of  inhabitants,  and  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  as  well  in  Nova  Scotia  as  in  Canada,  fruflrate  ail 
juft  cxpeftation  of  thofe  colonies  becoming  fpcedily,  if  ever  produftive,  to  anyconfiderable 
degree,  of  thofe  articles  of  which  the  Weft  Indies  ftahd  in  need  :  and  that  the  faid  fugar  colo- 
nies never  have  paid,  and  to  the  perfcft  conviftion  of  the  petitioners,  never  can  pay,  for  fuch 
lumber  and  provifions,  but' by  that  part  oJF  their  produce  which  being  fuperflous  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, has  never  found  a  market  therein,  confifting  chiefly  of  rum,  of  which  the  dominions 
now  forming  the  United  States,  ufed,  in  time  of  peace,  to  confume  a  greater  qoiantity  than 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  did,  even  before  the  confumption  into  Great  Britain  was  difcour- 
aged,  by  the  heavy  duties  impofed  thereon,  to  the  equal  detriihent  of  the  revenue  and  of  the 
jnterefts  of  the  petitioners  :  and  this  fuperfiuous  produce,  if  not  confumed  in  Great  Britain  or 
the  dominions  of  the  United  States,  muft  be  loft,  feeing  the  confumption  of  the  additional 
inhabitants  which  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  may  acquire,  can  amount  to  a  mere  trifle :  thus, 
the  value  of  the  fupplies  which  this  fuperfiuous  produce  ought  to  pay  for,  would  become  a  drain 
of  fo  much  cafti  from  the  mother  country,  as  muft,  inpayment  for  fuch  lumber  and  provi- 
fions, be  drawn  out  of  (what  would  otherwife  reft  in  Great  Britain)  the  value  of  the  remain- 
ing produce  of  the  fugar  colonies  fold  there,  and  which  would  be  paid,  through  the  medium 
of  America,  to  the  French,  and  other  foreign  fugar  colonics,  for  fupplies  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
we  (hould  thus,  in  the  firft  inftance,  throw  away. 

It  alfo  fcts  forth,  that  the  intercourfe  naturally  arifing  ont  of  thcfe  mutual  wants  of  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  fugar  colonies  and  the  dominions  now  forming  the  United  States  of  America,  was,  in 
time  of  peace,  chiefly  carried  on  by  American  fhipping,  of  which  a  large  proportion  confiftcd 
of  floops,  fchooners,  and  other  fmall  vefliels,  adapted  to  the  cheap  conveyance  of  bulky  commo- 
dities, for  a  fhort  navigation,  and  not  at  all  fit  for  or  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  fugar 
from  the  Weft  Indies  to  Europe,  but  which  took  back  the  returns  for  their  own  cargoes  in 
the  fuperfiuous  produce  before- mentioned  r  and  that  although  the  direft  intercourfe  with  Ame- 
rica in  American  fhips,  is,  by  his  Majefty's  proclamation,  freely  permitted  to  the  petitioners 
fellow-fubjefts,  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  Ireland,  it  is  with-hcid  from  the  petitioners, 
to  whom,  of  all  his  Majcfty'^s  fubjefls,  it  is  the  moft  eflential ;  and  the  faid  intercourfe  ftands 
reftrained  to  Britifh-built  fhips  ;  by  which  if  the  trade  were  to  be  carried,  they  muft  generally 
proceed  from  Great  Britain  to  America  in  ballaft,  at  a  ruinous  expence,  and  greatly  enhance 
to  the  confumer  the  price  of  thofe  commodities  which  form  the  foundation  of  all  his  culture,, 
and  which  the  petitioners  conceive  that  every  principle  of  commercial  policy  coincides  in  re- 
quiring to  be  conveyed  to  his  hand  at  tlie  cheapeft  rate  poifible. 

It 
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1784  It  then  fates,  that  additional  duties  upon  the  confomption  of  the  faid  fuperflous  produce  of 
his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  in  the  dominions  of  the  American  (tatcs,  and  an  Briti(h  (hips 
trading  thither,  have  been  impofcd  upon  the  cxprcfs  ground  of  Great  Britain  prohibiting  that 
tntercourie  by  American  vcfTels,  which  ihe  French  fugar  colonies  not  oaly  admit,  but,  with 
true  policy,  invite ;  whereby  a  preference  raoft  dangerous  to  our  eUcntiat  intcrcfts  is  given  to 
the  foreign  fugar  colonies,  in  the  demand  for  thofe  commodities  which  there  is  no  natural  ob- 
ftacle  to  their  fupplytng  as  well  as  we  can,  although  their  regulations  had  hitlierto  prevented 
it:  and  that,  under  all  thefe  circumflaiices,  the  petitioner*  are  impelled,  bytvery  public  and 
private  duty,  in  the  raoft  explicit  terms  to  inform  the  Houfc,  that  if,  by  means  of  this  prohi- 
bition, the  British  fugar  colonies  are  deprived  of  a  market  for  that  part  of  their  produce  which 
is  fuperfluous  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  loaded  with  the  additional  expence  of  procu- 
ring lumber  and  provifions,  above  ftated,  which  feems  the  inevitable  confequence  of  perfcvc- 
rtag  therein,  the  cultivation  of  the  faid  fugar  colonics  cannot  be  carried  on  at  all,  nor  any  of 
them  -to  advantage :  for -which  reafons,  the  petitioners  are  convinced,  and  fubmit  to  the  Houle, 
that  far  from  being  favonrable  to  BritiOi  navigation,  the  prohibiilon  in  qucftion  is  big  with 
dcftrudion  to  oneof  its  principal  fansocs;  and,  if  it  (hould  be  pcriifted  in,  his  Majefty's  fugar 
colonies  muft,  in  the  natural  couric  rfthings,  fink  together  with  the  navigation,  revenues,  and 
all -the  <:oinpricated  public  interefa  thereon  dependent,  in  one  common  ruin  with  the  private 
fortunes  of  the  petitioners,  &c.  &c. 

This  petition  ftrikcs  at  the  very  root  of  tbe-navigatioD.ad|  which  is  the  bafis  of  our  great 
maritime  power,  and  has  given  us  die  trade  of  the  world :  it  was  therefore  ordered  to  lay  upon 
the  table,  as  a  matter  of  future  confideration. 

A  very  principal  objeA  of  attention  during  this  feflion  of  Parliament  were  the  regulations 
that  were  adopted  upon  the  fubjeft  of  fmuggliog,  and  particularly  the  aft  of  Parliament  com- 
monly called  the  Commutation  Aft. 

A  committee  had  been  appointed  early  in  the  laft  fellion  of  the  preceding  Parliament  to  en- 
quire into  the  illicit  pradices  ufed  in  defrauding^the  revenue;  in  confequence  of  which,  three 
reports  were  delivered  in,  whtcli  enter-ed  very  much  into  a  detail  of  the  fubje£l,  and  Were  con- 
fidcred  as  cxliibiting  very  important  matter  for  the  melioration  of  the  revenue.  On  the  1  ith 
of  February,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  had  moved  a  refolution,  ftating,  that  the  illicit 
praQice  had  gKatly  increafcd, — that  the  public  revenue  was  defrauded  to  the  extent  of  not  lefs 
than  two -millions  per  annum,-4ad  that  thefe  enormities  and  national  loUcs  merited  the  early 
ferious  attention  of  Parliament 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  new  Parliament,  the  fubjeft  of  thefe  reports,  and  of  the  laws 
in  being  for  the  prevention  of  fmuggling,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.— 
On  the  a  ifi  of  June,  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  moved  that  the  duties  of  cuftoms  and 
excife  payable  on  teas,  do  ceafe  and  determine.  This  motion  was  made  as  a  preliminary  to 
certain  refolutions  which  were  to  form  the  bafis  of  a  law  to  prevent  fmuggling.  This  motion 
was  grounded  on  the  following  obfcrvations  on  the  illicit  trade  o(  this  kingdom. 

That  this  illicit  trade  had  for  fome  years  paft  been  carried  to  an  amazing  height,  and  was 
become  very  alarming  to  the  revenue  in  many  of  its  branches,  but  more  particularly  in  the 
article  of  tea,  is  matter  of  univer&l  notoriety.  Tea  was  faid,  with  great  reafon,  to  be  the 
ftaplc  of  fmuggling ;  for  though  the  contrabaod  trade  extended  to  a  variety  of  articles,  yet  tea 
was  fuch  a  principal  commodity  in  this  illioit-trade,  that  if  any  means  could  be  devifed  to  pre- 
vent the  fmuggling  of  tea,  it  was  geiwrally  believed,  as  it  has  fmcc  turned  out,  that  the  other 

And 
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1784  and  kiler  branches  could  hardly  give  encouragement  to  the  praftice,  efpecially  if  the  regulations 
which  were  now  projc£trng  fhould  be  adopted. 

The  amount  of  the  duty  on  tea  was,  at  this  period,  between  700,000!.  and  8oo,oool.  and 
as  it  was  propofed  by  Government  not  to  raife  upon  tea  in  future  above  i69,oooK  there  would 
be  a  falling  ofF  of  at  leaft  6oo,oool.  per  annum.  Though  the  reafon  for  lowering  the  duty  at 
all,  was  to  take  away  the  temptation  to  fmuggling  by  diminifhing  the  profits,  there  did  not 
appear,  in  order  to  efFeft  this  purpofe,  to  be  any  occaiion  to  take  off  the  whole  of  the  duty ; 
for,  if  we  take  into  confideration  the  market  price  of  teas  in  the.  other  European  countries, — 
that  the  price  alfo  of  infurance  and  freight,  in  fo  hazardous  a  trade,  was  near  25I.  per  cent,  to 
the  fhore, — that  the  infurance  for  the  inland  carriage  of  it  in  this  kingdom,  was  about  lol.  per 
cent,  more, — tlie  profit  upon  the  whole  could  not  be  reckoned  at  more  than  5I.  per  cent, 
becaufe  the  voyage  from  the  continent  ta  England  might  be  very  often  repeated  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year,  fo  that  the  5I.  per  cent-  might,  upon  the  whole  of  the  finuggler's  capital,  be 
reckoned  in  the  end  at  50I.  per  cent,  per  annum.  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  confidering- 
the  expences  attending  the  fea- and  inland  infurances,  with  the  freight  and  profit,  the  fmuggler 
mufl  fell  at  40I.  per  cent^  abov^e  the  prime  coft. 

The  plan  therefore,  that  was- propofed,  was  to  take  ofTall  the  excife  duty  on  tea,  and  impole 
a  cuftom  duty  of  i^U  ios»  on  bohea  tea :  this  it  was  apprehended  would  ruin  the  fmuggling. 
trade  in  that  article :  on  the  finer  kind  of  teas  a  higher  duty  would  be  laid ;   15U  per.  cent.  on. 
Souchong,  &c. ;  20l..on  Singjo  and  Hyfon,  and  30I.  on  Congo^ 

We  have  already  observed,  that  the  total  annual  importation  of  teas  into  Europe  amounted' 
to  about  19,000,000  lbs.  above  two-thirds  of  which  quantity  was  confumed  in  Great- Britain 
and  Ireland,  though  the  legal  importation  was  not  quite  6,000,000 ;  confequently  the  quantity 
aiuiually  fmuggled  muft  have  been  above   7,000,000  lbs.     According  to  this  calculation,  the 
people  of  England  were  confiderably  under-rated  at  the  number  of  6,000,000*     Ofihefc,  it 
was  faid  that  z,ooo,ooo  would  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  the  prcfcnt  duty  on  tea,  without 
being  obliged  to  contribute  a  farthing  towards  the  taoc  which  would  be  propofed  as  a  fubftitu- 
tion;  the  other  4,000,000,  it  wa»  calculated,  could,  one  with  another,  confume  three  pounds 
of  tea  each  in  the  year,  for  each  pound  of  which  they,  at  this  time,  paid  on  an  average  is.  jd. 
duty  :.  this  duty,  or  the  principal  part  of  it,  being  taken  oflF,.  they  could,  of  courfe,  afford  to^ 
pay  to  a  fubftituted  tax^  which  was  propofed  to  be  raifed  iff  the  following  manner  : 

On  every  houfe  with  feven  windows,,  and  which  houfe  was  alfo  rated  to  the  houfe  tax,  it 
was  intended  to  lay  an  additional  tax  of  3s.  and  fo  on  charging  8s.  for  every  houfe  of  eight 
windows, — 9s.  for  thofe  of  nine  windows,-:— xos.  6d.  for  thofe  of  ten^  windows,  and  fo  on 
adding  2s*  6d.  for  each  window  up  to  twenty-four, — and  ftill  rifing  up  to  one  hundred  and: 
eighty  windows,  for  which  aol.  per  annum  fliould  be  paid  over  and  above  the  duty  at  prefent 
paid  on  windows  and  houfcs.  This  regulation  was  calculated  to  produce  above  700,0001. ;  fo 
that  with  riie  new  duty  w\  tea,  the  produce  would  be  near  900,000!.  According  to  this  plan, 
therefore,  it  appeared  that  the  public  revenue  would  be  a  confiderable  gainer,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  people  would  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  additional  burdens.  As  for  example : 
»n  houfe  which  fhould  be  rated  at  los.  6d.  would  contain  a  number  of  inhabitants  fufficient  to 
confume  fuch  a  quantity  of  tea^  as,,  from  its  reduced  price,  would  more  than  indemnify  then^ 
from  the  additional  duty. 

In  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  it  was  calculated  that  there  were  about  699,058  houfes, 
wliicli  might  be  divided  into  the  following  different  dalTes  :  286,293  houfes  under  7  windows ; 
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r784  2*11,483  houfcs,  from  8  to  10  windows  ;  38,324,  of  11  ditto;  64,919,  from  t2  to  13;  67,6^^, 
from  14  to  19;  52,652,  of  20  windows  and  upwards;  and  17,732  houfcs  in  Scotland.  Of 
'  thefe,  about  200,000,  as  being  excufcd  from  the  hoafe  tax,  would  pay  nothing  to  this  new 
tax,  and  the  inhabitants,  being  of  the  poorer  fort,  would  be  wholly  delivered  from  the  duty 
on  tea.  The  great  benefits,  therefore,  that  woufd  arife  froiti  this  new  regulation,  would  be 
the  checking,  or  rather  the  abfolute  ruin  of  the  fmuggUng  trade, — that  the  fair  trader  would 
be  relieved,  in  a  great  meafure^  from  the  difagreeablc  vifits  of  excife  officers,  and  that  the  Eaft 
India  Company  would  poflefs  the  very  great  advantage  of  fupplying  the  whole  kingdom  with 
tea  inflead  of  lefs  than  one  half;  or,  in  other  words,  would  find  a  vent  for  13,000,000  lbs.  of 
tea,  when  at  prcfcnt  it  does  not  difpofc  of  quite  6,000,000 :  the  Company  |Jfo,  would  hereby 
be  enabled  to  take  20  additional  large  (hips  into  their  fervice,  which  would  .find  employ  for 
2,000  feamen,  a  crrcumftince  in  itfelf  of  great  national  importance.  Such  a  plan,  therefore, 
■which,  while  it  encrcafed  the  public  revenue,  produced  a  faving  to  the  people^  was  furely  cal- 
culated to  meet  the  approbation  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  nation  at  large.  It  was  certainly 
not  the  intereft  of  the  India  Company,  having  the  market  of  tea  exclufively,  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  their  monopoly  to  raife  the  prices  of  that  article,  becaufe  the  fmugglers  who  had 
hitherto  carried  on  their  trade  againft  the  high  duties,  would  then  cdrry  it  on  againft  the  high 
prices  :  neverthclefs,  that  the  people  might  not  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  Company,  it  was 
propofed  that,  if  ever  the  price  of  tea,  at  their  faks,  fbouW  ex^^eda  given  price,  that  the  ports 
of  the  kingdom  ihould  then  be  thrown  open  for  the  i^|Hoftation  of  t^afrom  the  continent. 

Such  were  the  principles^  on  which  the  motion  was  fo^mded  for  determining  the  duties  on 
teas,  and  which  was  followed  by  various  rcfolution*,  that  fcrvcd  as  the  foundation  of  the  aft 
lince  known  by  the  name  of  the  Commutation  Aft* 

The  principal  objeftion  to  this  bill,  arofe  from  the  idea  that  it  abandoned  a  dertaJn  national 
income  of  near  a  million  per  annum,  upon  an  uncertain  expedation  of  benefitirtg  the  revenue 
by  putting  an  end  to  the  praftice  of  fmuggling,  and  to  make  amends  for  the  defalcation  by 
laying  a  tax  of  a  very  unpopular  and  oppreffive  nature.  But  the  arguments  ufed  in  fupport  of 
this  objeftion,  were  by  no  means  fufficient  to  obftruft  the  progrcfs,  or  alter  the  form  of  a 
meafure,  which  had  fuch  great  public  advantages  in  view. 

That  this  bill  gave  up  the  cxifting  duties  and  cxcifc  on  teas  was  undoubtedly  true,  but  it 
propofed  to  lay  another  duty  in  lieu  of  them ;  and  it  propofed  an  additional  tax  on  windows, 
not  as  a  new  tax,  but  as  a  commutation  for  the  portion  of  the  duties  on  tea  that  it  gave 
up, — and  the  reafon  for  fuch  a  regolation  was  to  check  the  pernicious  and  dcftruflive  praftice 
of  fmuggling.  The  great  and  alarming  extent  to  which  that  illicit  tr^de  had  arrived,  was  well 
known  to  every  one;  while  the  confequenccs  it  threatened  to  the  revenue,  to  commerce,  and 
to  the  kingdom  it}  general,  were  fo  ferious,  and  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  it  became  highly  ne- 
ceflary  to  take  forae  eflfeftual  meafures  to  check,  if  not  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  fmuggling. 

With  fuch  a  view  this  bill  was  framed,  and  there  was  every  reafon  to  expeft  that  it  would 
go  further  towards  extinguifhing  the  praftice  of  fmuggling,  than  any  meafure  that  had  ever 
been  propofcd  or  adopted  for  its  prevention.  Tea  was  the  great  bafis  of  the  fmuggler's  trade  : 
if,  therefore,  that  eflential  article  of  illicit  traflfic  was  taken  out  of  their  hands,  there  was  the 
greateft  reafon  to  believe  that  fmuggling  would  be  carried  on,  at  moft,  to  i  very  trifling  and 
jnconfiderable  extent.  In  order,  therefore,  to  efFeft  this  neceflary  and  beneficial  purpofe,  the 
bill  propofed  to  lower  the  cxifting  duties  on  tea,  and  to  reduce  tliem  in  fuch  a  degree  as  fhould 
enable  the  fair  trader  to  rival  the  fraugglcr. 

As 
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4784  As  the-duties  ofcaftioras  and  cxcifc  flood  at  this  time,  they  amounted  to  about  50  per  cent, 
on  the  value  of  teas  of  all  dcfciiplions ;  and,  according  to  the  prefent  bilJ,  thofc  high  duties 
Would  be  lowered  to  abowt  a  fourth  part  of  that  amount, — a  reduftioii  that  would  leave  the 
fmuggler  fo  Irttle  room  for  profit,  that  it  would  not  be  worth  his  while  to  run  the  rilk  to 
which  bis  illicit  trade  would  be  cxpofed,  for  the  chance  of  obtaining  the  fmall  profit  that  could 
be  gained  by  his  dealing  any  longer  .m  tea.  Every  trade,  licit  or  illicit,  depends  altogether 
upon  the  proportion  of  profit*  fet  againft  the  proportion  of  rifque  and  probable  lofs,  and  if  this 
bill  (hould  fucceed,  by  leffening  the  one  and  increafing  the  other,  in  the  contraband  commerce 
which  it  is  intended  to  correft,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  immediate  happy  effefts. 

It  is  very  true  that  tea,  from  the  Revolution  to  the  prefent  time,  has  been  confidered  «s  a  fit 
objeft  of  taxation  ;  ncverthelcfs,  the  duties  upon  that  article  might  be  carried  to  a  point,  that 
would  in  a  great  degree  defttoy  themfelves,  as  well  as  ailift  in  decreafing  other  branches  of  the 
revenue.  There  is  a  medium  in  every  thing,  a  point  to  which  it  might  be  prudent  to  go,  but 
beyond  which  it  would  be  extremely  onwiie  to  proceed.  This  was  preci&ly  the  cafe  with  tea, 
the  high  duties  upon  it  gave  fo  much  profit  to  thcfmuggler,  that  it  was  the  bafis  of  his  traffic, 
and  all  the  regulations  that  had  hitherto  been  devifed,  were  proved,  by  conflant  experience,  to 
be  infufficient  to  prevent  the  fmuggler  from  making  it  an  article  of  his  illegal  commerce,  when 
fuch  a  profit  might  be  derived  from  it.  The  only  poffiblc  way,  therefore^  of  curing^  the  evil, 
was  to  reduce  the  duties :  nor  would  that  redu£lion  be  attended  with  fuch  a  deficiency  on  the 
revenue  arifing  from  the  article  itfclf,  as  had  been  Hated  by  fome  of  the  enemies  to  this  bill ; 
becaufe  the  new  revenue  arifing  from  the  diminifhed  duty,  a^i  vaiortnty  was  not  to  be  calculated 
«ipon  the  quantity  of  teas  that  paid  the  prefent  duties,  but  upon  an  infinitely  larger  quantity, 
as  it  was  perfe£lly  r&fonable  to  fuppofe,  that,  when  the  duties  were  fo  much 'lowered  as  to 
render  it  no  longer  worth  the  fmuggler*s  attention  to  deal  in  tea,  what  was  now  run  into  the 
kingdom*  would  then  be  fairly  imported,  and  would  add  to  the  revenue  by  the  proportion  of 
the  increafe  of  duties  which  wouid,  in  that  cafe,  be  paid» 

.  With  regard  to  the  tex  on  windows,  it  is  fufficicnt  to  obferve,  that  it  is  not  propofed  by  the 
bill  as  a  new  tax,  butas  a  commutation,  and  which  might  rcafonably  be  relied  on  for  its  pro- 
duce, becaufe  it  is  notbing  more  than  an  exlenfion  of  a  tax  already  cxifting,  the  efficacy  and 
produftivenefs  of  which  is  a  matter  of  indubitable  notoriety.  This  bill  might  be  confidered  as 
a  kind  of  experiment,  but  was  fuch  an  one  as  promifcd  to  be  very  beneficial  to  the  public,  by 
at  once  preferving  and  fupporting  the  revenue,  and  extending  the  commerce  of  Great  firitain. 

This  bill  met  with  no  inconfiderable  oppofition  in  its  way  to  the  throne;  but  the  fuccefs 
With  which  its  operations  have  been  attended,  and  the  very  beneficial  efFefls  it  has  produced 
to  the  public  revenues,  as  well  as  the  many  other  advantages  which  are  connefted  with  it,  will 
render  it  a  monument  to  the  honour  of  the  minifter  who  framed  it  for  the  fervicc  of  his 
country. 

The  Commutation  Aft  was,  however,  only  part,  though  a  very  principal  one,  of  the  fyftem 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  formed  to  check  the  progrefs,  and,  if  poffiblc,  to  annihilate  thepraflice  of 
fmuggling;  another  bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  during  this  feffion,  to  aid  that  beneficial 
purpofe.  The  objcfts  of  this  bill  were,— to  extend  the  diftance  from  Ihorc  at  which  feizures 
ftiould  be  lawful, — to  prohibit  the  building  veflcls  of  certain  dimcnfions,  and  the  arming  them 
beyond  a  ceruin  extent, — and  to  introduce  other  regulations  tending  to  the  fame  general 
cbjeft. 
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1784^     In  the  c()ininittee  upon  thU  bill,  which  fat  on  the  12th  of  Jtkly,  a  confidcrable  debate  took 
place  on  the  regulations,  rendering  the  owners  of  (hips  amenable  for  the  raifconduA  of  the    - 
mariners,  whichbad  been  originally  introduced  by  the  dds  of  1779  and  1781,  and  which  were  . 
prcferved  by  the  prefent  meafure.    The  injuftice  of  fucb  a  provifion,  which  made  the  faults  of 
the  fervants  to  redound  upon  the  mafter,  was  to  annex  impunity  to  guilt  and  pxmifliment  to- 
innocence ;  fo  that  the  hardifaip  fell  upon  the  fair  trader,  to  the  excluiion  of  fuch  as  were  con- 
^  cerned  in  articles  of  illicit  commerce.     Mr.  Baring  and  Mr.  Atkinfon,  two  gentlemen  who  ,^ 
were  concerned  in  a  very  extenfive  line  of  commerce,  declared,  tlut  fuch  was  the  iniquity  of 
thefe  laws,  as  to  determine  them,  as  foon  as  poflible,  to  ceafe  to  have  any  concern  in  the  article 
of  ihipping.     In  confequence  of  thefe  reprefentations^  Mr.  Pitt  brought  up  a  clanfe,  the  ob- 
jcft  of  which  was,  to  have  it  declared  by  ar  competent  authority,  whether  afcizure  of  a  veflcL 
fhould  be  perfifted  in  and  profecuted  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  forfeiture  under  certairv 
cafes ;  fuch  as  when  a  quantity  of  contraband  goods  was  found  on  board,  to  fo  trifling  aiv 
amount «as  to  make  it  evident  that  the  owner  could  have  no  concern  in  the  buiinefs,.  and  to< 
render  it  probable  that  even  the  mailer' was  ignorant  of  the  goods  being  concealed.     This 
claufe  certainly  tended,  in  a  great  degree^  to  remove  the  fears  and  apprehenfions  oftbefhip^ 
owners  and  merchant$>  who,  as  the  laws  then  flood,  were  expofed  to  very  great  hardships ,. 
from  the  illegal  conduA  of  the  failors  employed  to  navigate  their  Ihips.     The  diHance  fi-om. 
ihore  at  which  a  feizure  (hould  be  con£dered  as  legal  was  extended  to  fix  leagues. 

As  this  bill  purported  to  difarm  the  fmuggling  velTcls,  and  to  increafe  the  limits  withiiv 
which  they  were  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  all  this  in  addition  to  other  meafures  intended  to 
lower  the  duties  on  the  articles  which  form  the  bafis  of  their  trade^  it  was  more  than  probable^ 
t)iat  fuch  a  eombination  of  reHridive  meafures  would  force  many  thoufands  of  abk  feamen 
and  a£live  landfmen,  either  to  live  in  a  flate  of  defperate  rapine,  er  to  throw  themfelves  into 
the  arms  of  foreign  countries,  unlefs  the  humanity  andwifdom  of  Parliament  would  give  them 
encouragement  to  come  home  into  the  clafs  of  honeft  and  induflrious  citizens.  On  this 
humane,  jufl,  and  wife  principle,  a  claufe  was  added  to  the  bill,  providing  for  tiie  indemnity 
of  fuch  offences  as  fhould  have  been  committed  previoufly'to  its  paffing  into  a  law. 

^n  this  feffion,  belide  the  two  bills  already  mentioned,  a  third  bill  pafled  into  a  law  for  the 
regulation  of  the  duties  upon  Britiih  fpirits,  and  to  difcontinue,  for  a  limited  time,  certain 
imports  upon  rum  and  fpirits  imported  from  the  Weft  Indies,  &c. ;  which  three  bills  com- 
prehended the  whole  plan  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  upon  the  fubjefl  of  fmuggling, 
fo  far  as  it  was  now  fubmitted  to  Parliament. 

The  neceiSty  of  allowing  a  free  intercourfc  between  tlie  Sugar  Colonies  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  American  bottoms,  had  been  very  much  infifted  on  by  many  of  the 
Weft  India  planters  and  merchants.  We  fhall  therefore  give  a  ilatement  of  the  allegations 
and  evidence  produced,  and  the  opinions  of  merchants  and  other  perfons  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  extrafted  from  their  report  of  the  31ft  of  May,  in  this  year,  on  his  Ma- 
jefty's  order  of  reference  of  the  8th  of  laft  March,  made  upon  the  reprefentation  of  the  Weft 
India  planters,  &c.  purporting  to  fhcw  the  diftrelled  flate  of  his  Majefly's  Sugar  Colonies,  by 
the  operation  of  his  Majcfty's  order  of  Council  of  the  fecond  of  July,  I783, 

This  reprefentation  contains  the  four  following  allegations  : 

**  Firft,  That  his  Majqfty's  Sugar  Colonics  are  at  prefent  in  fo  pwat  diftrefs  for  want  of  a 
free  intercourfc  between  ihem  and  the  United  States  of  America,  by  American  (hips,  that  not' 
a  moment  fhould  be  loft  in  granting  them  further  relief. 
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*^  Secondly,  That  the  fuppties  derived  to  the  faid  Sugar  Cobnies  from  the  dominions  of 
the  faid  United  States,  are,  in  many  inflances,  and  at  niany  feafons  of  the  year,  not  to.be 
had  from  any  other  country,  at  any  price  whatever  ;  and  that  in  many  other  inftances,  fuch 
fapplies  ate  net  to  be  liad  from  any  other  places,  but  at  prices  wholly  ruinous. 

-**  Thirdly,  That  the  navigation  between  the  North  American  Colonies  and  his  Majcfty's 
Sugar  Colonies,  cannot  be  effe£lually  carried  on  by  Britilh  Ihips,  on  account  of  the  heavy  ex- 
pence,  uncertaiLtty  and  delay  of  fuch  circuitous  navigation,  beyond  that  which  would  attend 
the  dire^  navigation  in  American  fbips. 

**  Fourthly,  That  the  planters  in  his  Majefty's  Sugar  Colonies  can  no  othcrwi.fe  pay  for 
the  fapplies  receded  from  the  dominions  of  the  faid  United  States,  than  by  the  produce  of 
their  eftates ;  which  produce,  in  many  inflances,  doe^notfind  any  adequate. vent  in  Great 
Britain,  and  if  not  taken  off  by  the  North  Americans^  would  remain  a  dead  weight  upon  all 
the  reft  of  the  produQo  of  the  faid  Sugar  Colonies,'* 

The  proofs  offered  in  fupport  of,  and  againft  thcfc  allegations,  form  a  mafs  of  inftrtiftion 
t>n  the  fubjeft  of  our  colonial  commerce,  which  is  not  to  be  derived  from  any  other  foa'-ce. 

In  fupport  of  the  firft  allegation^  an  addrefs  of  tlie  alTembly  of  Jamaica  was  produced  to  prove 
the  fcarcity  of  ftaves,  pine  boards,  plank,  and  building  timber,  as  well  as  the  votes  of  the 
:iflembly  to  prove  the  exorbitant  price  of  fiovr.  In  Antigua,  it  was  made  to  appear,  that  la 
OAober,  1783,  provifions  were  rifen  nearly  50].  per  cent,  and  that  the  negro  proVifions  and 
lumber  were  at  a  very  high  price.  -  Evidence  was  alfo  brought  to  prove,  that  uppn  the  arrival 
of  the  order  of  Council,  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  lumber  rofe  inftantly  from  about  7I.  to  25I. 
currency  per  thoufand  feet.  A  letter  was  alfo  produced  from  Grenada,  dated  February  aStb, 
1784,  ffating,  that  every  article -of  lumber  was  at  a  war  price ;  and  the  fame  kind  of  evidence 
was  offered  to  prove  afimilar  fcarcity  at  St.  Cfariftopher's  and  Tortola. 

The  following' abftraft  of  the  current  prices  of  lumber  and  provifions  at  Kingfton  in  Jamaica, 
ts  publilhed  in  the  Kingfton  Gazette  ;  and  alfo  an  account  of  the  prices  of  the  faid  articles  in 
time  of  peace,  'was  tranfmitted  to  the  Committee,  at  their  defirc. 
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,1784  And  in  the  Icmr  of  the  cbatrman,  tranfmiiting  this  account,  it  is  faid,  that  provifions  oE 
all  kinds  are  of  fo  perilhable  a  nature  in  the  Weil  Indies,  and  the  coofumption  both  of  pro- 
vrfions  and  lumber  fb  immenfe,  that,  vnlcfs  the  amhorifed  channels  of  fuppljt  ue  opened,  the 
clandcllinc  ones  are  not  to  be  relied  upon  as  fufiicient  to  pioted  the  iflaiids  from  being  agaia 
reduced  to  diftrefs,  in  the  courfe  of  a  Ycry  few  vreclct. 

In  oppolition,  however,  to  thefe  fafls,  particularly  in  what  regards  the  prefcnt  flate  of  the 
iHand  of  Jamaica^  there  was  evidence  laid  before  the  Conunittee  to  llie  following  eSedc. 

That  from  the  return  m^c  of  the  imports  into  the  feveral  ports  of  the  ifland,  previous  to 
the  month  of  November,  1783,  the  apprehenlions  of  want  in  the  articles  of  lumber,  He-  by 
no  means  warranted  the  politive  and  (Irong  aflertions  contained  in  the  addrefs  of  the  Allembjy 
of  Jamaica,  to  the  Governor  of  that  illand ;  and  that  tl>c  Goversor  of  Jamaica  had  made  early 
and  repc^ed  applications  to  the  governors  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  for  an  immediate 
fupply  of  fuch  of  the  aniclcs  as  were  at  that  time  wanted  in  the  iiland,  but  which  could  not 
be  expeded  t&  arrive  there  to  anfwer  the  then  demand. 

The  diArefs  which  enfued  upon  the  publication  of  his  Majefty's  order  in  Council,  was  dated 
to  be  principally  owing  to  the  planters  not  having  expcQed  that  any  reiln^ion,  in  this  refpe^t, 
would  take  place ;  and  having  omitted,  therefore,  to  make  provifion  of  tbofe  feveral  articles 
by  other  means  :  for  it  is  evident,  from  the  abftra£l  of  prices  current' as  before  Hated,  as  well 
as  from  other  evidence,  that,  intbefpace  of  about  ten  weeks,  the  prices  of  lumber  and  pro- 
viHohs  began  gradually  to  fall  in  the  ifland  6f  Jamaica,  and  continued  fallifig  very  confiderably  ' 
to  the  20tb  of  March  lafl :  and  further,  that  from  the  12th  of  December,  1785,  to  the  17th 
'of  March,  1784,  inclulive,  75  Britifli  vedVIs,  navigated  according  to  law,  had  arrived  at 
Kingfton.  with  cargoes  of  lumber  and  proviftons ;  all  which  vedels,  except  about  ten,  came 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  That  thefe  fhips  brought  to  Kingflon  18,000  barrels  of 
floi]r, — 559»oso  ftaves  and  heading, — 796,253  feet  of  boards,  fcantling,  &c. — and  1,450,790 
Ihingles :  and  it  was  obfcrved,  that  18,000  barrels  of  flour  are  equd  to  the  confumption  of  the 
iOand  for  nine  months. 

There  was  alfo  laid  before  the  Committee  the  following  account  of  prices  current  at  Ring- 
lion,  on  tlie  20th  of  March,  as  tranfmilted  from  thence. 

Prices  current 
Articles.  f.  , 

*•■     '■ 

5uper6ne  Philadelphia  flour,  per  barrel  —  i     10      o 

Common  ditto,  per  ditto  176 

Ship  bread,  per  cwt.  —  —  150 

White  oak  flaves  and  headings,  per  tboufand  13      o      o 

Ked  oak  flaves,  per  ditto  1000 

Pitch  Fine  boards^  per  ditto  12      o      o 

Yellow  Pine  ditto,  per  ditto  10      o      o 

Common  boards,  per  ditto  800 

Common^inglcs,  per  ditto  150 

Mefs  beef  and  pork  per  ditto  3       o      o 

Butter  —  per  pound  010 

Spermaceti  candles  per  ditto  ^    ~  3       6 

Evidence  was  alfo  given  lo  the  committee,  by  two  eminent  merchants  who  had  refided  many 

years  in  Jamaica,  that  they  never  recollcfled  the  article  of  flour  being  fo  cheap,  as  at  this  very 

period,  and  that  many  of  the  other  articles  would  hare  been  thought  very  reafonable,  even  be- 
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1784  fore  the  war,  particularly  ftaves  :  and  as  the  prices  of  thefe  articles  at  Philadelphia,  efpecially 
of  white  and  red  oak  flavcsy  hadarifen,  during  and  fince  the  waf,  more  than  double;  it  was 
inferred,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  firft  coft  in  America,  they  were  at  this  time  cheaper  at 
Jamaica  than  before  the  war. 

The  Committee  alfo  obtained  from  the  fame  authority  the  following  average  prices  of  lum- 
ber and  provifions  at  Kingfton,  for  ten  years  previous  to  the  war.  Medium. 

Superfine  flour  per  barrel,  fuppofed  to  be  2CX5  lb,  from         2     9  to     2  19  2     14 

White  oak  ftaves  from  Philadelphia,  per  1000  lo    o  to  14    o  12       o 

Red  oak  ftaves,  per  ditto,  —  —  >  8    o  to  12    o  10      o 

Common  boards,  per  1000  feet,  —  —         7     o  to  10    o  8     10 

Cyprefs  and  yellow  pine  boards,  —  .—         fr    o  to  11     o  9     10 

Pitch,  pine,  fcantling  and  boards  t-  9    o  to  12    o  10     10 

Boflon  jfh ingles,  per  1000  feet,  -—  o  15  to     i    5  t      o 

Cedar  and  cyprefs  fliingles,  per  1000  feet,  ■     ■  3,oto3,ia  3      5 

Wood  hoops  from  America,  per  looa,  5    o  to     8    o  6     10 

Ditto  from  Great  Britain,  —       ,  10    o  to  15,    o  12     10 

^  The  prices  of  the  befojce-raentioned  articles  are  very  variable  in  Jamaica.  The  above 
arc  wholefale  medium  prices ;  the  retail  ones  would  be  proportionably  higher. 

Flour,  before  the  war,  was  ufually  fold  by  the  100  lb. — it  was  never  under  20s.  the  100  lb* 
frequently  as  high  as  35;$.  and  40$.  and  fometimes  45.5. 

White  oak  {laves  from  Philadelphia,  with  proportion  of  heading,  the  long  thouiand  of 
1200  ; — they  had  been  known  as  low  as  81.  and  as  high  as  22I. 
Red  oak  Haves,  the  long  thoufand  ;, — they  have  been  known  as  low  as  7I.  and  as  high  as  20I. 
Common  boards,  per  1000  feet ; — they  have  been  known  as  low  as  5!.  and  as  high  as  15I. 
Cyprefs  and  yellow  pine  boards,  per  1000  feet; — they  have  been  aslow  as  61.  and  as  high  as  15I. 
Pitch,  pine,  fcantling  and  boards ; — they  have  been  known  as  low  as  81.  and  as^  high  as  i8I. 
Cedar  and  cyprefs  Ihingles,  per  1000  feet ; — they  have  been  known  as  low  as  2>»  15s.  and  as^ 
high  as  3].  15s. 

To  Ihew,  at  one  view,  ttie  difference  in  the  prices  current  of  lumber  and  provifions  at 
Kingftjon,  on  the  2Qth  of  March,  and  the  prices  of  tlie  fame  article  prior  to  the  war,  the  Com- 
mittee inferted  in  their  report  the  following  tables  : 

Comparative  fiate  of  the  prices  current  of  lumber  and  provifions  at  Kingfton  in  Jamaica,  on 
the  20th  of  March,  according  to  the  two  accounts  delivered  in  to  the  Committee. 

FIRST    ACCOUNT.  £.       £.     s.   J. 

Superfine  flour,  per  barrel  of  196  lb*  -^  —  i     15    o 

White  oak  ftaves,  per  iooo>  —  "—  15      a    o 

Red  oak  ditto,  per  ditto,.  —  — .,  —  t2       a    o 

Common  boards,  per  1000  feet,  —  —  iz  to  15       o     o 

Cedar^  —  —  —  —  35  to  40      o    o 

Cyprefs,  —         .—  — ^  —  120    a 

Yellow  pine,,  —  —  —  —  14      o    o 

Pitch  pine  fcantling,  per  1000  fcet^  —  —  x8      o     o 

Shingles^  Bofton^  —  —  —  t-       •  a     10    o 

Cedar  fhingles  —  —  '  —  —  50a 

Wood  hoops,  per  X  000^  —  —  —  18      o    o 

SECONI> 
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tysi  SECOND    ACCOUNT.  £.     s.    i. 

Sapcrfinc  Philadelphia  floor,  per  bufhcl,              —  —  i       10     o 

White  oak  ftaves  for  headings,  per  thonfandy  —  1300 

Red  oak  lUvcs,  per  ditto,                 —                 —  —  10       o     o 

Common  boards,  per  ditto,                     —  —  800 

Yellow  pine,  per  ditto,                 —                —  —              .      .10       o    o 

Pitch  pine  boards',  per  ditto,                        —  —  12       o    o 

Common  fhinglcs,                       —                       —  -^  150 

Comparative  Hate  of  the  average  prices  of  lumber  and  proviCons  at  Kingdon  in  Jamaica, 
before  the  war,  according  to  the  two  accounts  delivered  in  to  the  Committee. 

FIRST    JCCOUNT.  Medium. 

£'    '•        L    '•  £•    *•    ^ 

Superfine  flour,  per  barrel  of  196  lbs.  —  i     S  ^o    ^    S  1150 

White  oak  ftaves,  per  thoufaUd,  —  iootoi20  ii'oo 

Red  oak  ftaves,  per  ditto,                —  —  Sotoioo  900 

Common  boards,  per  thoufand  feet,  — *  5    o  to  10    o  7  10    o 

Cyprcfs  and  yellow  pine,  per  ditto,  —  6otoi2o  900 

Pitch  pine  fcantling,  per  ditto,  —  8    o  to  12     o  1000 

Shingles,  Bofton,                   —  —  2.5 

Ditto,  cedar,                —                —  —  2  15  to    3  15  326 

Wood  hoops,  per  thoufand,  —  10 

SECOND    JCCOUNT.  Medium. 

£•  i-      £'  5*  X-  ^*  ^* 

Superfine  flour,  per  barrel,  —            —               2910219  2140 

White  oak  ftaves,  Philadelphia,  per  thou&nd,                10    o  to  14    o  12    o    o 

Red  oak  ftaves,  per  ditto,  —                -^             8otoi2o  10    00 

Common  boards,  per  ditto,  —                      7     o  to  i o    o  8  10    o 

Cyprefs  and  yellow  pine  boards  —                    6    o  to  1 1     o  9  10    o 

Pitch  pine,  fcantling  and  boards  —              ^9otoi2o  loioo 

Shingles,  Bofton,                  —  —                   oi5toi6  100 

Ditto,  cedar  and  cyprefs,  —               —              30  to    310  3    5^ 

Wood  hoops  from  America,  —                    50  to    80  6100 

Ditto,  from  Great  Britain,  —                    iootoi5o  12100 

To  throw  fome  light  on  thefe  two  contradi&ory  accounts,  the  Committee  continued  to  ex- 
amine certain  merchants  of  great  commercial  knowledge  and  chara&er,  who  declared,  that 
they  never  confidered  the  prices  current,  publiftied  in  the  Kingfton  Royal  Gazette,  as  very 
exaft ;  that  they  have  known  the  adual  prices  to  vary  during  the  time  tliat  the  prices  have  ap- 
peared in  the  Gazette  to  be  the  fame.  That  befides  they  are  generally  the  hlgheft  retail  prices, 
and  at  the  Jongeft  credit,  which  is  commonly  about  twelve  months.  That  the  aforefaid  prices 
current  of  the  20th  of  March,  were  agreeable  to  the  prices  fent  from  their  houfe  at  Kingfton 
in  Jamaica,  and  were  taken  from  real  fales;  and  that  the  diflerence  between  the  fajd  prices 
&nt  them,  and  thofe  publiflied  in  the  Kingfton  Royal  Gazette,  arofe  from  the  former  being 
cargo  prices,  paid  for  in  cafb,  and  that  the  latter  were  retail  prices  with  profit  and  credit. 

It 
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S784  It  alfo' appeared  to  the  coinmittee,  that  neither  Antigua,  Barbadoes,  or  Dominica,  had  flnj 
real  ground  for  apprehending  a  fcarcity  of  lumber,  provilions,  &c.  from  his  Majeft]i:^s  order 
in  council. 

It  like^wife  further  appeared,  that  a  great  part  of  the  rum  calks  lately  made  ufe  of  in  Jamaica, 
were  puncheons  that  carried  out  dry  goods  from  Great  Britain,  or  puncheon  packs ;  that 
puncheon  packs  may  be  fhipped  from  London  at  14s.  fterling;  and,  including  freight  and 
charge  of  fetting  them  up,  will  not  coft  tlie  planter  more  than  25s,  or  30s.  each;  which  is  as 
low  a  price  as  was  known  during  tetv  years  preceding  the  war.  The  current  prices  of  whitb- 
oak  (laves  at  Philadephia  and  London  were  alfo  nearly  the  fame ;  being,  at  tlic  former  of  thofe 
places,  61.  per  thbufand ;  and,  at  the  latter,.  61.  5s. 

In  fupport  of  t  hcfecond  allegation,  it  was  aflfcrted,  tliat  the  colonies  of  North  America- 
which  ftill  remain  under  the  dominidn  of  Great  Britain,  were  not  capable  of  fupplying  the 
Weft  India  idands  with  provifions  and  lumber  in  a  degree  proportionate  to  their  wants.  That 
the  crops  of  wheat  in  Canada  are  very  uncertain  ;  and  that  during  the  late  war,  the  army, 
amounting  to  no  more  than  x-5,ooo  inen,  was  fupplied  entirely  from.  England. — That  though 
the  white  oak  of  Canada  is  very  good  for  ftaves,  the  other  fpecies  of  lumber  are  of  an  inferior 
.  quality ;  and  that  fuch  is  the  fcarcity  of  hands  in  that  colony  to  get  wood,  as  to  make  the  price 
©f  labour  to  be  from- half  a  dollar  to  a  dollar  per  day.  With  refpeS  to  Nova  Scotia,  it  was 
alleged,  that  though  the  increafe  of  inhabitants  lately  gone  there,  might,  in  time,  lead  to  a 
fupply  of  grain,, lumber,  and  the  other  articles  from  that  colony,  yet,  at  prefent^  Nova  Scoti» 
hfelf  is  fupplied  with  them  from  other  parts. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  appeared  from  numerous  refpeStMe  authorities,  that  the  province  of 
Canada  is  able  taexport  great  quantities  of  wheat  ar»d  flour,  for  the  conAimption  of  the  Bri- 
rifti  Weft  India  iflands. — That  from  the  year  177 1  to  I775.incluiivc,  there  was  exported  from 
'  Canada  annually,  an  average  of  265,000  bufhels  of  wheat ;  and  that  the  common  price  of  the 
grain  before  the  war,  did  not  exceed  3s.  per  bulhel ;  and  that,  although  various  caufes  co- 
operated, during  the  war,  to  diminifli  the  cultivation  of  the  country,  no  flour  was  imported, 
in  that  period,  into  Canada,  except  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  and  Indians. 

It  was  alfo  ftirthcr  rcprefented,  that  the  exportation  of  grain  from  Canada  will  not  only 
-  revive,  but  increafe,  if  the  Weft  India  market  is  fecurcd  to  it;  and  that  an  annual  export  of 
300,000  bufliels  may  be  depended  upon  from-  that  quarter  ;  while,  from  the  ereflion  of  many 
new  mills,  &c.  the  flour  will,  in  future,  be  much  finer,  more  free  from  bran,  and  fitter  for  ex- 
portation, than  it  had  hitherto  been*  It  alfo  appeared,  that  great  quantities  of  lumber  can  be 
furnifhed  from  Canada  and  the  market  of  Quebec,  where  it  will  be  exchanged  for  Britifh  ma- 
nufaftures ;  and  that  the  Canadians  have  leanurd  to  cut  their  lumber  to  great  advantage,  by 
floating  mills  of  a  new  eonftrudion.- 

It  was  further  ftated,  that  Nova  Scotia  will  foon  be  able  to  fupply  great  quantities  of  lum- 
ber ;  and  that  if  grants  of  lands  are  properly  fecured  to  the  inhabitants,  they  will,  in  three 
years,  be  able  to  furnifli,  at  moderate  prices,  moft  of  the  articles  which  the  Weft  India  iflai)ds 
can  want  from  North  America. 

It  alfo  appeared  to  tl^c  Committee,  that  there  were   1,500,000  acres  in  the  iflanc}  oF  Cape 

Breton  capable  of  producing  any  kind   of  European  grain  ;  that  it  abounds  alfo  with  gieat 

quantities  of  lumber,  pinfc  of  every  dimenfion,  oak*of  various  kinds,  afh  and  elm,  beech, 

'    birch,  and  maple,  which  grdw  to  great  fcantlings  ;  that  thcfe  woods  lie  contiguous  to  the 

coafti  or  on  navigable  rivers  -,  and  that  there  are  a  great  number  of  ftreams  fit  to  ereft  faw- 

/  mills 
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1784  mills  upon-  It  was  likewife  ftuted,  that  the  difadvantagc  to  which  Canada  is  fubje£l  in  paint 
of  navigation,  is  reverfcd  with  reipeA  to  Nova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton,  th-  navigation  from 
thofc  countries  to  the  Weft  India  iflaiiJs  being  performed  in  a  iefs  time  than  from  the  pons  of 
the  United  States, 

Bcfidesthcfe  articles,  there  arc  othersof  which  the  Weftlndia  iflands  ftand  in  need  ;  two 
of  thefe  are  rice  and  Indian  corn.  .The  confumption  of  the  firll  in  the  Weft  India  iflands  is 
very  fmall,  amounting,  at  an  average  of  three  years,  to  no  more  than  20,563  barrels  annu- 
ally. It  is  well  known  that  rice  cannot  be  produced  either  in  Canada  or  Nova  Scotia.  Indian 
corn  is  a  more  neccflary  article  ;  and  the  quantity  imported  into  our  Weft  India  iflands,  at  an 
average  of  three  years,  is  401,464  bufliels  annually.  It  appeared,  however,  that  a  great  deal 
of  Indian  corn  was  now  grown  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  the  cultivation  of  it  was  cncreaflng; 
and  alUiough  the  grain  might  not  be  fo  large  and  due  as  that  whicli  is  produced  in  the  fouthcrn 
parts  of  America,  it  may  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe  nearly  as  well:  at  all  events,  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia  produce  all  the  fubftitutes  for  Indian  corn,  viz.  peas,  beans,  barley,  oats,  and 
potatoes,  at  the  moft  rcafonable  rates  ;  with  which,  except  potatoes,  the  planters,  during  the 
laft  war,  fed  their  negroes.  It  was  alfo  expeAed,  that,  in  a  Ihort  time,  great  quantities  of 
Indian  corn,  of  the  fineft  fort,  would  be  produced  in  the  Bahama  iflands,  from  whence  the 
navigation  is  very  eafy  and  fhort  to  the  Weft  India  colonies.  Thefe  iflands  may  likewife  be 
fupplicd  with  live-ftock  from  Nova  Scotia,  from  whence  the  Britifti  army  was  plentifully 
furniflied  while  it  was  at  Bofton.  As  for  falted  beef  and  pork,  bqiides  that  of  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia,  the  Weft  Indies  may  be  fuppjicd  with  thofe  articles  in  plenty,  and,  all  circum* 
Aances  coniidered,  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  of  a  fuperior  quality,  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
particularly  from  the  latter;  as  the  falted  pork  and  beef  from  America  is  of  anopen  texture,  and 
more  fubjeft  to  decay  in  hot  climates.  Another  very  important  article  of  prpvifion,  which 
tlie.  Weft  Indies  require,  is  dried  and  pickled  fifti ;  and  very  fufficient  reafons  were  ftated  for  be- 
lieving that  the  whole  fupply  can  be  furniflied  by  one  or  other  of  the  fiflierics  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ir£land,  and  thofe  of  Newfoundland,  Canada,  and  Nova  Scotia.  The  quantity  impor- 
ted into  the  Britifli  Weft  India  iflands,  is  159,669  quintals  of  dried  -fifli  annually. 

In  fupport  of  the  third  allegation,  the  planters  and  merchants  urged,  that  before  the  laft 
war,  more  than  three  parts  in  four  of  the  fliips  employed  in  carrying  on  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  Britifli  Weft  India  iflands  and  North  America  were  American ;  and  they  produced 
two  accounts,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  number  of  fliips  fo  employed  in  the  year  1772, 
amounted  to  1,208,  of  which  only  13  came  from  the  colonies  now  under  the  dominion  of  his 
Majefty ;  that  is,  five  from  Canada,  fix  from  Newfoundland,  and  two  from  Nova  Scotia,— 
They  inferred  alfo,  from  the  number  of  veflTels  being  fo  great,  that  their  tonnage  muft  have 
been  fmall;  and,  confequently,  they  could  not  be  Britifli  ftiips  employed  in  the  American 
trade,  which  are  very  fcldom  of  lefs  burthen  than  250  or  300  tons.  They  produced  alfo  ano- 
tlicr  paper,  to  fliew,  that  of  561  fail,  which  entered  at  the  port  of  Kingfton,  in  Jamaica,  in 
the  year  1774,  131  were  Britifli-built,  and  422  American-buih.  They  alfo  declared,  that 
upon  an  experiment  made  for  two  or  three  fucceflivc  years,,  of  carrying  on  the  trade  bv  a  cir- 
cuitous voyagt,  that  is,  by  fending  ftiips  from  England  to  America  to  take  in  lumber,  and 
4;arry  the  fame  from  thence  to  the  iflands,  it  was  found  not  to  anfwer. 

On  the  contrary,  from  tlie  evi^nce  of  many  eminent  merchants  trading  to  North  America 
;ind  the  Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  other  perfons  who  had  been  employed  in  his  Majefty 's  fervice 
in  America,  it  appeared,  that  there  never  was  a  period  in  which  this  country  was  better  pre- 
pared than  it  is  at  prefent  to  enter  into  any  new  branch  of  the  carrying  trade* 

It 
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1784  It  was  alfo  ftaled,  that  the  owners  of  Britiih  veflels  concerned  in  the  Weft  India  trade,  have 
long  laboured  under  great  difadvantages,  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  outward  freights  for 
their  veflels  ;  but  that  now,  by  going  firft  to  North  America,  and  from  thence  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  fo  home,  they  will  be  fure  of  two  freights,  and  perhaps  three,  infteid  of  little 
more  than  one,  and  with  very  fmall  additional  charges  in  the  payment  of  feamen's- wages  and 
port  duties.  That  though  the  fhlps  employed  in  the  Weft  India  trade  from  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, called  eftablilhed  (hips,  have  not  hitherto  engaged  in  this  circuitous  commerce,  (hips 
from  the  out-ports  were  frequently  concerned  in  it.  It  was  alfo  obferved,  that  the; number  of 
Ihips  which  feized  the  opportunity  of  going  from  North  America  to  the  Weft  India  iflands 
with  lumber  and  provifions,  on  the  firft  notice  of  the  order  of  council,  is  a  clear  proof  that 
this  branch  of  commerce  is  profitable.  It  was  befides  aflerted,  that,  at  this  time,  there  were 
ten  large  (hips  from  the  port  of  London  already  deftined  for  this  circuitous  trade;  and  that 
three  others  were  preparing  for  the  fame  purpofe,  whofe  chief  objeft  was  to  freight  from 
America  to  Jamaica  ;  and  that  thefe  (hips  would  go  from  hence  even  in  ballaft,  if  a  freight 
outwards  could  not  be  obtained.  It  alfo  appeared,  that  befides  the  (liips  above-mentioned, 
there  were  twelve  fail  of  Britifh  (hips  eftabliflied  at  Jamaica,  for  carrying  on  the  trade  between 
that  ifland  and  the  continent  of  America,  with  others  intended  to  be  fitted  out ;  to  which  may 
be  added  the  (hips  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  which  will  be  employed  in  this  trade.  It  was 
at  the  fame  time  proved,  that  many  (hip-carpenters  had  fettled  in  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  (hip-building-,  and  if  the  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies  (hould  be  confined  to  Briti(h  (hip- 
ping, there  is  no  doubt  but  many  more  perfons  of  the  fame  defcription  would  be  induced  to 
fettle  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  will  find  timber  of  every  fort  fit  for  (hip-^building ;  and' as 
the  tide  in  the  bay  of  Fundy  rifes  very  high,  the  harbours  of  that  country  are  better  calculated 
for  building  fhips  than  any  of  the  continent  of  North  America.  It  was  alfp  obferved,  that 
before  the  war,  (hips  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  tons  were  built  in  Canada,  for  which 
purpofe  they  have  timber  in  plenty  ;  and  that  the  intercourfe  between  the  Weft  Indies  and 
America  would  be  aflifted  by  (loops  belonging  to  the  Bermuda  and  Bahama  iflands,  which  have 
always  had  a  principal  (hare  in  this  trade. 

In  fupport  of  the  fourth  allegation,  the  planters  aifJ  merchants  produced  accounts  to  (hew, 
that,  befides  fmaller  articles,  there  was  exported  to  North  America,  in  the  year  1773,  3,776 
hog(heads  of  fugar,  and  32,265  puncheons  of  rum  ;  and,  in  the  fuccceding  year,  5,32^  hogs* 
heads  of  fugar,  and  43,488  puncheons  of  rum.— They  alleged,  that  the  Americans  then  took 
from  the  Briti(h  Weft  India  idands  their  produce,  in  payment  for  nearly  the  amount  of  what 
they  imported. 

In  oppofition,  however,  to  this,  it  was  very  ftrongly  ftated,  that  the  confining  the  inter- 
courfe with  our  Weft  India  iflands  to  Briti(h  fhips,  will  be  a  means  of  fecuring  to  the  planters 
a  greater  export  of  their  produce,  than  if  the  (hips  of  the  United  States  were  allowed  to  come, 
as  formerly,  to  the  ports  of  our  iflands.  It  was  alfo  aflerted,  that  though  the  Weft  India  mer- 
chants and  planters  feemed  to  imagine,  that  before  the  war,  the  Americans  took  from  the 
Briti(h  Weft  India  iflands  their  produce,  in  payment  for  nearly  the  amount  of  what  they  im- 
ported, the  balance  was  in  favour  of  the  Americans  300,ocxdI.  :  for  the  annual  average  value 
of  imports  from  North  America  into  the  iflands,  as  cftimated  at  the  port  of  importation, 
freight  included,  amounted  to  720,0001. ;  while  their  exportation  to  North  America,  freight 
included,  was  only  420,000!. 
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1784'  It  alfo  appeared,  from  the  moft  refpedabie  teftimoniesy  that  the  Americans  never 'took,  in 
payment  of  their  cargoes,  more  than  a  fmall  part  of  the  produce  of  our  iflands  ;  and  that,  in 
particular,  the  Americans  trading  to  Jamaica,  before  tlie  war,  ufed  to  take  produce  of  that 
idand,  in  payment  for  proviiions  and  lumber  imported  there,  in  nearly  the  following  propor- 
tions :— 

The  fouthern  provinces,  about  one-half,  or  rather  more ; — the  balance  in  dollars. 

The  middle  provinces,  about  one-fourth ; — balance  in  dollars  and  fterling  bills  of  exchange. 

The  northern,  or  New  England  government,  not  above  one-tenth  ; — balance  in  dbUars, 

So  unwilling  were  the  Americans  to  take  the  produce  of  the  Britifli  iflands,  that,  when  they 
ibid  their  lumber  and  provifions  in  exchange  for  produce,  and  not  for  calh,  'they  generally  de* 
manded  an  higher  price  :  it  may  be,  therefore,  reafonably  expe£}ed,  that  when  the  trade  is  con- 
fined to  our  own  fhips,  there  will  lA  a  greater  exchange  of  produce  for  produce. 

The  refult  of  this  important  enquiry  is  the  fatisfaftory  conviftion,  that  by  prohibiting  or 
obftruding  the  intcrcourfe  between  the  continent  of  America  and  the  Weft  India  iflands,  the 
people  ef  the  United  States  will  fufFer  more  than  his  Majefty's  fubjeAs ;  that  their  lumber  and 
proviiions  muft  perifli  on  their  hands ;  and  that  the  Britifh  iflands  may  be  furnifhed  with, 
thofe  articles  without  their  afliftance. 

It  may  alfo  be  proper  to  add,  that  by  the  clearances  of  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Kingfton,  ia 
«  Jamaica,  it  appears  that  18  fail  were  cleared  for  different  ports  in  America,  in  the  fpace  of  one 
month,  viz.  from  the  20th  of  February  to  the  20th  of  March,  chiefly  laden  with  the  produce 
of  the  Britifli  Weft  Indies  ;  which  is  double  the  number  of  vefiels  that,  in  any  former  period, 
cleared  out  in  that  voyage  in  fo  fliort  a  time.  Fifteen  Britifli-built  vellels,  navigated  according 
to  law,  and  chiefly  from  America,  entered  the  port  of  Kingfton,  during  the  faid  period,  ladea 
with  1,433  ^^i^cls  of  flour;  i>729  boards  aitd  icantlings;  I5(,052  fiaves  and  headings; 
264,600  fhingles  ;  and  72,300  feet  of  lumber  : — Bcfides  which,  five  veffcJs  from  the  Mufquito 
fliore  brought  492  planks,  and  1,110,000  feet  of  mahogany ;  nor  is  the  imporution  at  the* 
out  ports  of  that  ifland  included  in  this  accountSw> 

From  hence  a  very  promifing  conclufion  may  be  drawn,  that,  inftead  of  lofing  the  Americaiv 
market,  we  fhall  fell  to  the  United  States  a  greater  quantity  than  we  did  before  the  war;  efpe- 
cially  as  the  Americans,  from  the  want  of  the  fpecie  or  bills  wi^ch  they  formerly  took  from 
eur  iilands,  and  from  other  caufes,  will  not  be  enabled  to  traJe  to  the  foreign  iflands  as  they^ 
ufed  to  do. 

The  order  of  council  of  the  26th  of  December,  17&3,  to  continue  the  temporary  a£t 
which  paffcd  the  preceding  fefEon  for  regulating  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  withthe  Uni^ 
ted  States  of  America,  (viW^  p.  516.)  expiring  the  20th  of  April,  in  this  year,  it  was  again 
continued  to  an  unlimited  period;  as  this  z(k  was  found  to  anfwer  every  purpofc  intended  hy 
the  framers  of  it. 
r  The  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  were  opened  in  the  new  Piarliamem  by  a  petition 

from  them,  prefented  on  the  26th  of  May,  pnjying.the  Houfe  of  Commons  ^to  grant  them 
fuch  relief  as  the  fituation  of  their  affairs  might  appear  to  demand.  On  this  occaflon  it  was 
moved,  that  the  directors  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  information  they  might  have  received  fince 
their  having  made  up  their  report  of  the  i6th  of  February.  In  confequencc  of  this  motion, 
a  fecond  report  was  prefented  by  them  on  the  ift  of  June,  and,  together  with  tlie  preceding, 
immediately  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  feleft  committee.  This  committee  was  confti- 
tuted  in  the  fame  manner  as  tliat  of  the  Uft  Parliament,  with  no  other  variation  than  fuch  as 
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1784  had  been  made  neceiTary  by  the  general  eledlon.  The  report  of  the  committee  was  completed 
and  prefented  to  Parliament  on  the.  22d  ^nftauti  and  taken  into  confideration  by  a  committee 
of  the  wiiole  Houfc  on  the  2d  of  July, 

In  the  mean  time,  a  biilwas  introduced  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  allow  the 
Company  to  divide  4  per  cent,  for  the  half  year  concluding  with  Midiummer,  1784.  After 
fome  oppoHtion  in  botii  houfes,  as  well  as  fome  aUcraiions  in  its  flru&ure,  it  received  the 
royal  affent. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  the  day  appointed  for  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  fele£t 
committee,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the- relief 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  This  bill  had  for  its  objed  the  refpite  of  duties,  the  payment  of 
bills,  and  the  afcertainment  of  dividend.  The  duties  were  to  be  paid  by  inilalmcnts,  at  Mid* 
fummer  and  Chriflmas  1 785.  Provilion  was  made  for  tlie  bills  already  accepted  or  announced. 
The  defign  of  the  bill,  as  it  related  to  the  dividend,  was  to  enable  the  Company  to  ad  on  a 
certain  baiis,  without  ^plyiog,  from  time  to  time,  for  any  authority  whatever.  More  than 
one  queftion  of  coniiderable  importance  was  ii^volved  in  the  debates  that  took  place  in  the  pro* 
greTs  of  this  bill :  it  was  examined  how  far  the  honour  of  Parliament  was  pledged  by  the  mea* 
fure  before  them  ;  what  was  the  true  ftate  of  the  finances  of  the  Company ;  and  what  was  the 
roe^rit  of  the  principle  upon  which  .the  meiafure  under  difcuflion  proceeded.  Thefe  queftions 
were  ferioufly  debated, .  a^id  fome  amendments  propofed^  which  being  negatived^  the  bill  pro* 
ceeded  in  due  courfe  to  the  royal  affent. 

But  all  thefe  meafures  were  preparatory  and  fubordinate  to  the  bill  of  regulation  that  was 
moved  for  by  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  6th  of  July,  and  which,  from  the  very  great  importance  of  its 
obje£b,  demanded  the  mofk  ferious  attention  of  the  nation.  The  defigns  .which  in  the  plan  of 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  were  to  be  diftributed  into  different  bills,  were,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  fub* 
mitted  at  once  to  the  uninterrupted  attention  of  Parliamei^t.  This  idea  was  profelfedly  adopted 
by  the  minifter,  in  order  that  the  connexion  between  the  different  parts  of  his  fyflem  might 
be  fully  feen.  This  was  at  once  to  cdnftitute  a  n&w  form  of  government  at  home,  and  to  re- 
gulate the  different  prefidencies  abroad, — to.provide  for  the  happinefs  of  the  natives, — to  put 
an  end  to  all  mifunderftandings  and  controverfies,— and,  laftly,  by  a  more  rigid  mode  of  legif- 
lation,  to  exclude  delinquency,  and  to  inflitute  a  new  judicature  for.the  trial  of  ofibnces  com- 
mitted in  India. 

Under  the  firfl  head  of  the  bill  now  introduced  into  Parliament,  its  provifions  were  nearly 
coincident  with  thofe  of  the  bill  originated  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  laft  fefEon  of  the  preceding  Par* 
liament :  fvidcp.  507.)  the  few  alterations  made,  uniformly  tended  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  ' 
board  of  controul.  It  was  permitted  it,  in  urgent  cafes,  to  originate  meafures,  as  well  as  to 
revife,  correft,  and  alter  thofe  of  the  direSors.  In  matters  relative  to  peace  and  war,  where 
fccrefy  was  a  principal  objeft,  it  was  alfo  allowed  to  fend  its  orders  direftly  to  India,  without 
communicating  them  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  to  the  commanders  in  chief,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  refpcaivc  prefidencies.  It  then  proceeded,  as  had  been  done  by  the  former 
bill,  to  regulate  the  number  of  perfons  conftituting  the  different  councils  of  Bengal^  Fort  St. 
George,  and  Bombay. 

With  rcfpefk  to  the  government  abroad,  in  the.  firfl  place,  it  gave  an  abfolute  power  to  the 
governor-general  and  council  of  Bengal  to  originate  orders  to  the  inferior  prefidencies,  in 
cafes  that  did  not  interfere  with  the  direftions  which  had  already  been  received  from  Great 
Britain  ;  and  added  a  power  of  fufpenfion,  in*  cafe  of  difobedience.     The  fupreme  council 
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1784  were  forbidden,  unlefs  any  of  the  Princes  of  India  (hould  have  firft  commenced  or  contem- 
plated hoflilitics  againft  our  fettlemcnts,  to  enter  upon  war,  or  to  form  an  ofFenfive  treaty, 
without  orders'from  home.  The  inferior  councils  were  prohibited,  in  all  common  cafes,  to 
form  alliances  ;  and,  in  urgent  cafes,  they  were  commanded  to-  infert  a  provifional  claufe,  ren- 
dering the  permanency  of  the  alliance  dependent  upon  the  confirmation  of  the  governor- 
general.  Intelligence  of  every  important  tranfa£lion,  in  all  cafes,  was  commanded  to  be  fent 
home  immediately  ;  and  each  fervant  of  the  Company,  in  any  of  its  fcttlements,  was* required 
to  tranfmit  accounts  of  every  confiderable  tranfaAion  to  the  council  of  BengaL 

Various  regulations  were  added  refpefling  the  debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  Rajah 
of  Tanjorc  to  private  individuals  and  to  the  Company:  Enquiry  was  ordered  to  be  made  by 
the  diflFerent  preiidencies  into  the  expulfions  that  might  have  been  made  of  any  of  the  heredi- 
tary farmers,  and  the  oppreffivc  rents  and  contributions  tliat  might  have  been  extorted  fronv 
them  ;  and  meafurcs  were  direfted  to  be  taken  for  their  relief  and  future  tranquillity.  A  fimi- 
lar  examination  was  required  to  be  made,  in  order  to  retrenchment,  into  the  difftrent  eftab- 
lifhmehts  of  our  fcttlements  in  India,  a  report  of  which  was  to  be  annually  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. The  Company  were  prohibited  from  fending  out  a  greater  number  of  cadets  or  writers 
than  fhould  be  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  age  of  fuch  as  were  fent  out^ 
fliould  not  be  lefs  than  fifteen,  nor  more  than  twenty-two  years.  Promotions  were  comman* 
ded  to  be  made  in  the  order  of  feniority,  unlefs  in  extraordinary  cafes,  for  which  the  prefiden- 
cies  fhould  make  themfclves  fpecifically  refponfibk^ 

Crimes  committed  by  EngHlh  fubjefts  in  any  part  of  India,  were  to  be  cognizable  by  every 
Britifh  court  of  juftice,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  had  been  committed  in  our  immediate 
dominions.  Prefents,  except  fuch  as  were  merely  ceremonial,  were  forbidden  to  be  received^ 
Tinlefs  by  a  counfcllor  at  law,  a  pliyfician,  a  furgeon,  or  a  chaplain,  under  the  penalty  6f  a 
confifcation  of  the  prefcnt,  and  an  additional  fiiw,  in  the  difcretion  of  the  court.  Difobedi- 
ence  of  orders,  and  pecuniary  tranfa^tions  contrary  to  the  intercfts  of  the  Company,  were  de- 
clared to  be  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours.  The  Company  were  forbidden  to  interfere  in 
favour  of  any  perfon  legally  condemned  of  the  above  crimes,  or  to  employ  him  in  their  fcr- 
vice  in  future.  The  governors  of  the  different  prefidencies  were  permitted  to  imprifon  any 
perfon  fufpefted  of  illicit  correfpondence,  and  were  ordered  to  fend  them  to  England  with  all 
convenient  fpeed,  if  their  health  would  permit. 

Every  perfon  ferving,  or  who  fhould  hereafter  ferve  in  India,  and  returning  to  England, 
was  required  to  give  in  an  eftimate,  upon  oath,  to  the  court  of  Exchequer,  of  his  property, 
within  two  months  after  his  arrival ;  one  copy  of  which  was  to  be  kept  in  the  court  of  Ex- 
chequer, and  the  other  at  the  Eafl  India  Houfe.  The  board  of  controul,  the  court  of  di- 
Tcftors,  or  any  three  of  the  proprietors  whofe  flock  fhould  amount  together  to  loool.  were 
allowed  to  move  the  court  of  Exchequer  to  examine  the  validity  of  the  account.  The  court 
of  Exchequer  was  required,  in  cafe  the  aceufati on  appeared  to  them  to  be  well  founded,  to 
examine  the  accufed,  upon  oath,  and  to  imprifon  him  until  he  fhall  have  anfwered  their  inter- 
rogatories in  a  fatisfaftory  manner.  The  whole  property  of  every  perfon  who  fhould  negleft 
to  give  in  fuch  an  account  within  the  time  limited,  or  who  fhould  have  been  guilty  of  a  mif- 
reprefcntation  of  that  account,  to  the  amount  of  2000K  fterling,  was  ordered  to  be  confifcated 
ten  per  cent,  for  the  benefit  of  the  informer  or  accufer,  and  the  remainder  to  be  equally  divided 
between  the  public  and  the  Company.    Every  perfon  having  been  once  employed  in  India^ 
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1784  and  having  afterwards  refided  in  Europe  for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  unlefs  for  the  rcftoration 
of  his  health,  was  declared  to  be  incapable  to  be  fent  out  again  to  that  cou*ntry. 

The  attorney-general,  or  the  court  of  dircftors,  was  authorifed  to  file  an  information  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  againft  any  perfon  for  crimes  committed  in  India.  That  court 
was  empowered  immediately  to  imprifon  or  admit  to  bail  the  perfon  accufed  :  it  was  then  or- 
•  dcred,  that  within  thirty  days  a  certain  number  of  Peers  ftiould  be  chofcn  by  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  of  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  that  Houfe,  to  conftitute  a  judicature 
for  the  trial  of  the  accufation.  The  court  was  finally  toconfrfl  of  three  judges,  appointed  by 
the  crown,  four  Peers,  and  fix  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  and  the  accufed  had  a 
right  to  a  peremptory  challenge.  The  court  was  authorifed  to  judge  without  appeal,  and  to 
declare  the  party  convifled  incapable  of  ferving  the  Eaft  India  Company:  the  punifhmerits 
they  were  to  award  were  fine  and  imprifonment ;  and  in  order  to  the  proportioning  the  fine  to 
the  property  of  the  convift,  the  court  of  Exchequer  might,  at  the  requifition  of  the  attorney^ 
general  or  the  Company,  examine  him  upon  oath  on  that  fubjeft :  if  he  rcfiifed  toanfwer  their 
interrogatories,  his  property  was  direfted  to  be  confifcated  for  the  benefit  of  the  King,  and 
the  court  of  Exchequer  was  further  empowered  to  imprifon  him  during  pleafurc.  Records  ia 
the  court  of  direftors,  and  fuch  other  written  teftimony  as  Ihould  be  approved  by  the  courts 
were  ordered  to  be  confidered  as  evidence,  upon  which  they  were  authorifed  to  form  their 
fentencc. 

With  refpeft  to  the  laft  head  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Pitt  declared,  that  from  his  extreme  partiality^ 
to  the  prefent  fyftem  of  diftributivc  juftice  in  this  country,  he  could  not  bring  himfclf  to  de- 
part from  it  for  a  moment  without  the  grcatcft  reluftance.  There  was  certainly  fomething 
that  looked  like  danger  in  the  example  of  any  deviation  from  the  eftablifhed  form  of  trial ;  but 
it  was  evident  that,  at  this  time,  there  was  no  regular  mode  by  which  the  delinquents  in  India 
could  be  brought  to  juftice.  There  feemed  to  be  no  alternative  between  the  inftitution  of  a 
new  procefs,  or  the  continuance  of  offences,  equally  (hocking  to  humanity,  and  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  religion  and  juftice.  The  neceflity  of  the  cafe  outweighed  the  rifque  of  the 
innovation :  bcfides,  it  fhould  be  confidered,  that  every  man  who  went  to  India  in  future, 
would  know  the  predicament  in  which  he  placed  himfclf ;  and,  in  agreeing  to  give  up  fome  of 
the  moft  eflential  privileges  of  his  country,  would  do  no  more  than  a  very  numerous  and  ho- 
nourable body  of  men,  the  military,  did  daily,  without  the  fmalleft  impeachment  of  their 
charafters,  or  the  purity  of  the  motives  that  impelled  their  conduft. 

On  the  i6th  of  July;  a  very  long  and  violent  debate  took  place  upon  this  bill,  when  it  was 
committed  by  a  majority  of  215, — 276  being  for  going  into  the  committee^  and  61  againft  it. 
Though  the  Houfe  of  Commons  feemed  determined  to  fupport  the  bill  on  general  principles, 
the  great  variety  of  objefts^  occafi"oned  a  great  variety  of  opinion  concerning  the  different  parts 
of  it.  Some  approved  of  the  provifions  for  the  fuppreffion  of  future  delinquencv,  who  were 
not  equally  partial  to  the  new  board  of  controul,  or  to  the  regulations  that  related  to  the  native 
Princes  and  Zemindars :  while,  on  the  contrary,  many  were  defirous  that  an  experiment 
fhould  be  made  of  the  kind  of  contrcTal  recommended  by  the  minifter,  who  beftowed  their 
fcvereft  reprobation  upon  the  partial  fiifpenlion  tliat  was  introduced  of  the  trial  by  jury.  Ia 
fhort,  the  very  rigid  difcuffion  wliich  this  important  bill  underwent  in  its  progrcfs,  produced 
a  very  general  alteration  in  the  claufes  of  it. 

The  firft  amendment  was  intended  to  modify  the  claufe  that  empowered  the  board  of  con- 
troul to  originate  orders,  by  limiting  the  proceeding  to  the  cafe  of  the  court  of  direflors 
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1784  ncglefling  to  tranfmit  difpatches  to  tlae  board,  after  fourteen  days  notice,  upon  any  fubjeft 
the  board  might  think  it  neceflary  to  take  up.  To,  obviate  the  objections  that  had  been  made 
to  the  claufe,  impowering  the  board  of  controul  to  fend  orders  di redly  to  India,  without  com- 
munication with  the  court  of  dircdors,  it  was  enafted,  that  tliat  court  appoint  a  committee  of 
fecrecy,  not  to  exceed  three  pcrfons,  with  whom  the  board  of  controul  might  communicate 
thefe  orders.  Theclaufe,  vefting  the  nomination  of  the  fevcral  commanders  in  chief  at  Ben- 
gal, Bombay  and  Madras',  in  the  King,  was  expunged,  and  thofc  appointments  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Company.  The  claufe,  referving  to  the  King  a  negative  uppn  the  appointments 
of  the  direftors,  was  alfo  withdrawn.  The  claufe  which  obliged  all  perfons  returning  from 
India  to  give  an  account  of  their  fortunes  upon  oath,  was  greatly  changed  and  modified.— 
That  part  of  the  bill  which  defcribes  the  conftitution  of  the  new  tribunal,  underwent  confi- 
decable  alteration.  As  the  claufes  flood  at  firft,  the  bringing  the  accufation  lay  folely  with 
the  Attorney  General  or  the  Company.  In  the  place  of  which  regulation,  it  was  propo&d  to 
authorife  any  other  pcrfon  or  perfons  to  mov€  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  an  information. 
It  was  alfo  defigned  to  give  that  court  power  to  liTue  commiffions  to  the  courts  in  India,  for 
the  purpofe  of  taking  depoiitions  ;  and  thefe  depofitions,  together  with  the  records  of  the  dif- 
ferentpreiidencies,  were  the  only  fpecies  of  written  evidence  to  be  allowed.  Another  material 
alteration  regarded  the  formation  of  the  tribunal.  It  was  not  to  be  chofen  till  the  whole  evi-* 
dence  was  coUefled,  that  was  capable  of  being  procured,  or  thought  neceflary  to  fupport  the  in* 
formation.  To  bring  it  nearer  to  the  nature  of  a  fpecial  jury,  it  was  intended  to  be  appointed 
partly  by  ballot  and  partly  by  feleSion  ;  and  the  profecutor  was  to  have  a  right  to  challenge, 
but  not  peremptorily.  The  right  of  nominating  the  judges  was  to  be  taken  away  from  the 
crown,  and  each  court  was  to  be  left  to  appoint  one  of  its  own  bench.  The  lafl  amendment 
went  to  the  exclufion  of  various  perfons,  fuch  as  the  directors  of  the  Company,  and  perfons 
returning  from  India,  from  the  judicature  that  was  to  be  erefted.  Such  were  the  principal 
amendments  which  this  important  bill  underwent  in  its  progrefs  through  the  lower  Houfe, 
where  it  was  finally  pafTed  on  the  28th  of  July,  'by  a  very  great  majority ;  and  after  being  ex- 
pofed  to  a  vigorous  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  it  was  pafled  in  thatHoufe  on  the  9th 
of  Augufli 

As  the  fiiherics  of  Scotland  promlfe  at  length  to  become  an  objeA  of  great  commercial  ad« 
vantage  to  the  nation,  we  cannot  pafs  over  the  preliminary  attention  which  was  .paid  to  them 
at  the  clofe  of  this  feflion  of  Parliament.  « 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  fifheries  in  Scotland  might  be  made  extremely  beneficial  to 
the  revenue,  if  proper  care  was  taken  to  give  them  fuitable  encouragement.  In  order  to  attain 
this  important  end,  and  to  remove  all  obflacles  to  the  immediate  attainment  of  it,  it  was  flated 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Dempflcr,  that  a  cuflom  prevailed  in  certain  diflrifts  of 
Scotland  bordering  upon  the  fea,  that  was  a  part  of  the  old  feudal  cufloms  which  formerly  pre- 
vailed univcrfally  north  of  the  Tweed,  ^nd  which  confifled  of  a  certain  fuit  and  fervice,  exclu- 
live  of  the  rent,  which  tlie  tenant  was  obliged  to  perform  to  the  landlord,  when  particularly 
called  upon  for  that  purpofe.  This  cuflbm  was  defcribed  as  a  great  hardfhip,  as  well  as  a 
great  inconvenience  to  the  tenants,  becaufe  they  were  generally  called  upon  to  perform  fuit 
and  fervice  in  the  harvefl' time  and  during  the  fummer,  which  was  the  feafon  when  they  were 
inofl  bufily  employed  in  the  fifheries.  That  gentleman,  therefore,  mentioned  his  defign  to 
move  for  leave  to  bripg  in  a  bill  to  allow  the  tenants  to  compound  for  this  fuit  and  fervice  by 
a  pecuniary  commutation  to  the  landlords,  to  be  paid  at  the  option  of  the  tenant.    By  this 
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1784  means,  the  tenant  who  would  employ  himfelf  to  greater  advantage  on  the  fiftierJes,  would  be 
enabled  to  pay  a  certain  ftated  price  in  lieu  of  his  fuit  and  fcrvicc  to  the  landlord,  and  thus  fave 
the  time  he  otherwifc  rauft  lofe.  Mr,  Dempfter  further  faid,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
attempt  to  carry  the  bill  through  Parliament  this  feffion,  but  merely,  if  leave  were  given  to 
bring  it  in,  to  read  it  a  ficft  time,  and  then  to  print  it,  meaning  to  fend  it  down  to  Scotland 
in  that  form,  in  order  that  the  fcnfe  of  the  country  might  be  taken  upon  it ;  and  in  cafe  it  met 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  parties  mutually  concerned  in  that  end  of  the  kingdom,  to  refame 
it  next  year  and  complete  it.  He  concluded  with  moving,  **  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  allow  tenants  and  Aib  tenants  employed  in  the  fifheries  of  Great  Britain,  to  commute 
for  money  all  perfonal  fervices,  which  they  are  bound  to  perform  to  their  landlords.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  20th  of  Auguft,  the  King  put  an  end  to  the  feffion  by  a  fpecch  from  the  throne* 
He  returned  Parliament  his  warmeft  thanks  for  their  zealous  and  diligent  attention  to  the 
public  fervices.  He  predifled  the  happieft  effefts  from  the  bill  for  the  better  government  of 
India: — he  applauded  the  laws  they  had  made  for  the  prefervation  and  improvement  of  the 
revenue : — he  thanked  the  Common^  for  their  provifion  for  the  arrcar  of  the  civil  lift : — he  de* 
plored  the  unavoidable  burthens  of  the  people : — he  noticed  tlic  definitive  treaty  with  Holfand^ 
and  the  peace  concluded  in  India,  and  trufted  that  the  prefent  trafiquillity  would-be  of  long 
continuance  : — he  adverted  to  the  important  objefts  with  refpeft  to  trade  and  commerce,  yet 
to  be  provided  for;  and  he  cxpreflcd  his  hopes  that,  on  a  full  inveftigation  of  thofe  important 
matters,  fuch  regulations  would  be  framed,  as  might  be  calculated  to  promote  the  wealth  and 
profperity  of  every  part  of  the  Britifh  empire.. 

The  following  arret,  which  was  publifhed  by  tiie  French  court  in  this  year,  concerning  the 
commercial  intercourfe  allowed  to  foreigners  with  the  French  Weft  Indies,  appears  to  give  the 
fame  advantages  to  the  Britifh  European  and  American  dominions,  as  it  does  to  the  American 
ftates.  It  ftems  to  grant  greater  advantages,  and  to  open  the  French  iflands  more  to  ftrangers 
^  than  any  former  arret ;  but  it  permits,  in  faft,  little  more  than  was  allowed,  though  not  al- 
ways publicly,  before  the  war,  except  that  certain  European  articles  may  now  go  diredly 
there,  without  paffing  through  the  medium  of  the  ports  of  France.  A  confiderable  preference^ 
however,  is  referved  to  the  French  fhipping  and  filheries.  This  arret  will  fcrve  alfo  to  'ex- 
plain in  what  manner  the  advantages  given  to  the  American  States  by  France  have  been  mif- 
reprcfented  and  exaggerated. 

Arret  dit  Conseil   ^'Etat  du  Roi,  concernant  le  Commerce  etr anger  dans  les  ijles 

Fran^oijes  de  rjmerlqucy  du  ^p  Ao&t^   1784. 

**  Article  premier.  L'Entrepot  ci  devant  afligne  au  carenage  de  Sainte  Lucie,  fera  maintena 
pour  ladite  ifle  feulement,  U,  il  en  fera  etabli  trois  nouveaux  aux  ifles  du  vtwx ;  favoir  un  a 
Sainte  Pierre  pour  la  Martinique,  un  a  la  Pointe-a-Pitre  pour  la  Gaudaloupe  &  dependances, 
un  a  Scarboroug  pour  Tobago.  II  en  fera  pareillement  ouvert  trois  pour  Saint  Domingue, 
favoir  un  au  Cap  Fran9ois,  un  au  Port-au-Prince,  un  aux  Cayes  Saint  Louis  :  celui  quiexifte 
au  Mole  Saint  Nicholas  dajis  la  meme  colonie,  fera&  demeurera  fuppfime. 

"  II.  Permet  fa  Majeftc,  par  provifion  &  jufqu'  a  ce  qu'il  lui  plaife  d'en  ordonner  aUtre- 
ment,  aux  navires  etrangers,  du  port  de  foixante  tonneaux  au  moins,  uniquemcrit  charges 
de  bois  de  toute  efpece,  mcme  de  bois  de  teinture,  de  charboii  de  terre,  d'animaux  beftiaux 
Yivaiis  de  toute  nature,  de  falaiiCbns  de  boeufs  &  non  de  pores,  de  morue  &  poiHon  fales,  de 
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1784  riz,  mais»  legumes,  de  cuirs  verds  en  poil  en  tannes,  dc  pelleteries,  de  refines  &  goudron, 
d'aller  dans  les  feuls  ports  d'entrcpot  delignes  p^r  Tarlicle  precedent,  &  d*y  decbarger  &  com- 
niercer  les  dites  marcbandircs. 

*•  III,  II  fera  permis  aux  navires  etrangers  qui  iront  dans  les  ports  d'entrepot,  foitpoury 
porter  les  marchandifes  permifes  par  rarticle  II.  foit  a  vuidc  d'y  charger  pour  Tetrangcr,  uni- 
Kjuement  des  firops  &  taffias,  &  dcs  marchandifes  venues  de  France. 

*'  IV.  Toutcs  les  merchandifcs  dont  Timpoitation  &  Texportation  font  permifes  a  I'etrangre 
dans  Ics  dits  ports  d'entrepor,  feront  foumifes  aux  droits  locaux,  etablis  ou  a  etabhr  dans  chaque 
colonie,  &  payeront  en  outre  un  pour  cent  de  leur  valeur. 

**  V.  Independamment  du  droit  d'un  pour  cent,  portc  en  Particle  ci-deflus,  les  bosufs  fales, 
la  morue  &  Ic  poiifon  fales,  payeront  trois  livres  par  quintal ;  &  fera  le  produit  du  dit  droit  de 
trois  livres,  converii  en  primes  d'encouragcment,  pour  rintroduftion  de  la  morue  &  du  poiflbii 
fales  provenans  de  la  peche  Fran9oife. 

"  VL  Les  chairs  fales, etrangeres  qui  feront  introduites  dans  les  colonies  par  des  batimens 
Frah^ois,  expedies  diredemcnt  des  ports  du  royaume,  ne  feront  point  aiTujetties  au  pavement 
des  droits  mentionnes  dans  les  deux  articles  precedens. 

*'  VII.  11  fera  ctabli  dans  chaque  port  d'entrepot  un  nombre  fufBfant  de  commis,  pour 
veiller  a  ce  quM  ne  foit  introduit  ni  exporte  d'autres  marchandifes  que  ceiles  qui  font  fpecifiees 
<ian8  les  articles  II.  &  IIL  du  prefent  arret;  &  afin  qu'il  ne  refte  aucun  foup9on  d'inexafti- 
tude  dans  cette  furveiliance,  autorifc  fa  Majefle  les  negocians  Francois  rcfidans  dans  chacun 
des  dits  ports  d'entrepot,  ainfi  que  les  capitaines  de  navires  qui  pouront  f'y  trouver,  a  nommer 
refpeftivement  entre  eux  des  commiflaires,  lefquels  feront  charges  de  denoncer  les  negligences 
ou  abusqu'ils  pourroient  reconnoitre,  &  affifteront,  lorfqu'ils  I'eflimeront  convcnable,  a  toutes 
les  vifites  qui  auront  lieu,  foit  a  I'arrivee,  foit  au  depart  des  navires  ctrangers,  &c." 

We  cannot,  however,  but  obfervc,  that  ihefe  articles  do  not  feem  calculated  by  any  means 
to  encourage  foreign  veflels  to  go  to  the  French  free  ports  in  the  Weft  Indies;  and  the  laft  of 
the  above  articles  feems  to  put  foreigners  in  the  power  of  the  French  merchants,  and  French 
mailers  of  (hips.  There  arc  twelve  other  articles  which  regulate  the  entry  of  the  foreign 
veflels,  &c. 

The  number  of  Ihips  which  were  employed  from  England  in  the  whale  tifhery,  to  Davis*s 
Streights  and  the  Greenland  Seas,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  to  89 ; — thofe  of  Scotland  to  4; 
and  thofe  of  Holland  in  the  fame  trade,  and  the  fame  period,  to  59. 

The  Canada  fales  of  this  year  in  London,  amounted  to  20i,oooI.. 

•The  following  gives  the  exaft  account  of  the  revenue  annually  arifing  from  the  diftillery  in 
England,  from  the  5th  of  July,  1763,  to  the  5th  of  July,   1784. 

Corn  D'lJfiHery  Melaffis  DiJlWery. 

Years,  £•  s.       d* 

1764, 382,906  15   8       

17651       '      385^360   4   O       

1766,       436»439  18   9       

1767.  •—       342,122  19   3       


1768,  370,508  2  6 

1769,  44o»<^4i  16  3 

1770,  455*004  7  4 

»77if  442»3^3  10  o 


£' 

s. 

d. 

63,020 

15 

4 

60,165 

'7 

2 

46,930 

»4 

8 

71,044 

»5 

I 

76,250 

>4 

6 

72,481 

6 

2 

57.956 

0 

4 

55.323 

6 

10 
1772, 
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1784  Corn  Diflillery.  Melaffis  Dlftllkry. 

Tears.  £.  s.      d.                                          £.        s.      d» 

1772,  4S9»S59      "     I'  —  54*346    14      1 

.     X773>  387*632      4      o  S7>os3    17     n 

1774,  345*864    15      "  54»66t      5    10 

1775,  437*063      I      8  61,348      o      8 

1776,  — —  428,108  10  4  —  809016  5  9 

^777*  452*426  17  o               45'3i6  19  5 

1778.  543>i3<>  '6  o               41*112  o  6 

1779*  5^3*253  4  9               8,583  9  oi 

1780,  —  540,881  8  6  —  18,112  13  o 

.1781,  548,641       I       I  8,392     10      3 

1782,  • 509^544    10      3  3*584    13      o 

1783*  •  335*713     H      5  2,588      9      4 

1784,  37«>92i      o      3^  3,831       I       o|. 

^  Of  the  371,921].  and  ^^d.  arifing  from  the  corn  diflillery  in  1784,  it  appears  that  Lon- 
don and  its  neighbouring  diftriCls  paid  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. 

£•  s,       d» 

London,  —  —  —  106,091     15      a 

Surrey,  —  —  —  39*644       «     "^ 

Hertford,  —  —  —  -^  -        184,628     15      o^ 

Total  of  the-above-mentioned  places. 
Paid  by  every  other  part  of  England, 

Total,  —  — 

By  the  following  account  is  alfo  feen  the  quantity  of  corn  fpirits  made  in  Scotland  as  well 
as  the  difpofal  of  it,  from  the  5th  of  July,  1778,  to  the  5th  of  July,  1784, 

Afade  in  Scotland.  Sent  to  England*  Left  in  Scotland* 

Tears.  Tons* 

1778.  258 

1779*  350 

1780,  864 

1781,  —  872 

1782,  — —  1,048 

"783*  773 

1784,  1,141 

By  the  above  ftatement  there  appears  to  Ijc  no  lefs  than  407  tons  fcnt  to  England,  from  the 
5th  of  July,  1783,  to  the  5th  of  July,  1784,  which  paid  no  duty  :  and  from  the  5th  of  July 
to  the  I  ft  of  November,  1784,  there  was  430  tons  made  in  Scotland,  and  669  tons  fent  k> 
England,  239  tons  of  which  paid  no  duty. 

The  quantity  made  in  Scotland  is  found  by  the  money  paid,  and  is  confequently  prefump- 

tive  ; — the  quantity  fent  to  England  is  exadly  afcertained  by  the  equalizing  duty  paid  of  1 1|<|. 

per  gallon ;  and  as  the  real  produce  or  make  of  corn  fpirit  exceeds  the  prefumptive  charge  25 

Vol.  IV.  4  C  '  per 


330.364 
41,556 

12 

8 

2 

371,921 

0 

3i 

Tons. 

Tons. 

20                — 

—                838 

24                — 

—                326 

»35               — 

—                729 

■388               — 

-                484 

730               — 

-               3»8 

697               — 

76 

»»548 
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2784  ^r  cent,  or  as  15  is  to  19  in  quantity  at  HySromater  proof;  and  the  part  lent  from  Scotland 
to  England  is  well  known  to  hive  been  at  40  per  cent,  at  leaft,  over  Hydrometer  proof:  in 
order  to  ftate  the  real  qoMitity  of  corn  fpdrit  niade  in  Scotland  «fid  fent  to  Etigland,  it  will  be 
sdght  to  add  25  per  cent,  -to  the  prefumptive  quantity  made  in  Seotknd,  and  40  percent,  to  the 
quantity  ient  to  England,  and  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  thefe  two,  will  be  the 
quantity  tiiat  has  been  <H>nfumed  in  Scotland,  on  which  duty  has  -btfen  paid.  The  following 
18  a  ftate  of  the  account  according  to  the  foregoing  calculation  : 

Afade  in  Scotland  at                  Sent  to  England  at  Left  in  Scotland  at 

Hydrometer  proof .                    Hydrometer  proof .  Hydrometer  proof. 

Tears.                                         Tons.                                      Tom.  Tons. 

I77^f  32a  28  294 

i779f  437  33  404 

1780,  1,080  —  189  —  891 

1781,  1,090  .      ^     543  547 

1782,  ^,310     .  '  1,02a  288 

1783,  -        966  975 

1784,  —  1 ,426  —  2^,167 

By  this  ftatement  it  appears,  that  9  tons,  in  1783,  and  741  tons,  in  1784,  were  fent  to 
England  more  than  any  duty  was  paid  for :  and  from  the  5th  of  July  to  the  ift  of  November 
1784,  there  was  537  tons  made  in  Scotland  at  Hydrometer  proof,  and  936  tons  fent  to  Eng.. 
'    land,  of  which  399  tons  paid  no  duty. 

The  ftock  in  band  on  the  ift  of  November,  1784,  was.  Gallons^ 

Corn  fpirits,  —  —  —  —  —-  —  114,234 

Mclafles  ditto,  —  — .  —  —  —  —.  ^^ 

J'  . 

Total,  '        114,599 

If , the  above  ftatement  of  the  diftillery  in  Scotland  be  true^  which,  it  is  prefumed,  cannot 
be  denied,  it  appears,  that  not  only  all  the  fpirit  confuraed  in  Scotland  in  this  year  was  made 
free  of  duty,  but  that  there  was  ftnt  into  England  1,140  tons  more  than  duty  was  paid  for, 
cxcliifivc  of  the  quantity  by  which  the  ftock  on  hand  on  tht  5th  of  July,  1784,  exceeded  that 
ofthe5thof  July,  1783. 

From  the  ftate  of  the  Newfoundland  fifhery  in  this  year,  it  is  very  evident  1k)W  much  its 
value  is  increafed  to  this  country,  from  the  Americans  being  deprived  of  our  market.  This 
fiftiery  is  an  objeft  of  great  importance  both  to  the  commerce  and  to  the  marine  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. This  fubjeft  comprehends  three  diflinft  objects.  Firft,  The  people  employed  in  taking 
and  curing  the  filh,  may,  with  great  propriety,  be  confidercd  as  fo  many  raanufafturers  who 
bring  forward  a  certain  commodity  or  manufaAure,  which,  when  pcrfefted,  becomes  a  valu- 
able article  of  export.  Secondly,  This  tradr  is  certainly  a  great  commercial  objcft,  as  it  gives 
freight  to  upwards  of  200  fail  of  veffels  dircftly  to  Europe, — chiefly  to  Spain,  Portugal  and 
Italy, — for  neither  England,  France,  nor  the  northern  kingdoms  of  Europe,  take  any  quan- 
tity of  the  American  -fifti; — and  thirdly.  The  Newfoundland  fifhery  is,  without  doubt,  the 
.  moft  cxtenfive  nurfery  for  feamen,  and  thofe  of  the  very  beft  fort..  Fifheries,  <oafting  trade, 
and  northern  voyages  produce  hardy  and  intrepid  feamen :  African  and  Indiari  Voyages  deftroy 
many  and  debilitate  more.    In  all  the  fiftking  veftels  from  the  weft  of  England,  Irelaifd,  the 
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1784  ifland&of  GucrnXby  and  Jerfey,  bcfi4«  the  ordinary  complement  of  mariners,  there  are  a 
number  of  apprentices  and  hired  fervants  employed  in  taking  and  curing  the  fifh  :  thefe  fer-  ( 
vants  and  apprentices  likewife  take  their  turn  of  the  ordinary  duty  of  the  fhip,  whereby  they 
foon.  become  tolerable  ieaihen.  Befides  the  large  vedels,  there  are  upwards  of'  2000  boats  or 
(hallops  of  from  ip  to  oo  tons  employed  in  catching  filh  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  Nova  Scotia,  &c. :  thefe  fmall  veflels  feldom  go  any  diftance  from 
the  land  ;  they  chiefly  fifh  along  fhore,  and  on  the  adjacent  banks  :  in  each  of  them  is  alfo  a 
Dumber  of  apprentices  and  faired  fervants,  a  part  of  whole  time  is  employed  on  fhore  in  ere£l- 
ing  ftages  and  in  drying  and  curing  the  fifh.  In  the  year  1772,^  the  number  of  perfons  cm- 
ployed  in  the  fifheries  of  Newfoundland  and  our  remaining  colonies,  amounted  to  about 
25,ocx>,  including  boys,  which  are  more  than  double  the  number  that  were  employed  in  the 
trade  of  the  American  States;  and  this  is  exclufive  of  the  feainen  employed  in  the  other 
branches  of  trade  in.  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  From  this  nurfery,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a 
war,  our  navy  has  feldom  failed  of  receiving  a  large  and  feafbnable  fupply  of  men,  who,  by  a 
little  attention  of  the  officers,  have  foon  become  acquainted  with,  the  duty  of  large  fhips. 

From  the  accounts  of  tlic  Irifh  fifhcry  in  this  year,  we  fijxd  that  the  herrings  came  upon  the 
north-weft  coaft  of  Ireland  about  the  laft  week  in  June,  and  continued  until  about  the  laft  . 
week  in  September.  At  firft  they  were  of.  fmall  fize,  but  increafed  confiderably  ;  and  latterly 
they  were  large,  but  by  no  means  the  ii^e  of  the  winter  herrings.  It  is  almoft  impoflible  to 
make  any  kind  of  fatisfa£tory  conjefture  of  the  numbers  that  were  taken.  There  was,  for  a 
confiderable  part  of  that  time,  no  other  demand  than  from  the  country  about  thirty  miles 
round,  while  the  take  was  fo  very  great  and  the  demand  fo  fmall^  that  incredible  numbers 
were  thrown  away ;  ^d,  upon  an  average  price  for  a  month,  they  did  not  exceed  lod.  per 
thoufand ;  the  number  was  at  times  fo  great,  that  4d.  5d.  or  6d.  was  the  price  of  an  horfe  ioad, 
and  there  was  no  reftriftiou  as  to  fhe  load  :  they  were  boiled  for  oil,  the  price  of  which  was 
lod.  per  gallon,  and  was  very  good  for  lamps.  This  kind  of  oil  was  much  ufed  by  curriers. 
The  number  of  boats  employed  in  the  herrir^g  fifliery  was  from  70  to  100 ;  and  during  the 
height  of  the  feafon,  each  boat  could  have  taken,  at  leaft,  as  many  moro  as  they  did,  as  it  was 
feldom  neceflary  to  fhoot  their  nets  more  than  once  for  the  boat  load.  As  to  the  fum  each 
boat  made,  it  is  faid  to  be  about  54I.  and  computing  the  price  of  herrings  to  be  2od.  per  thou- 
fand, each  bq.at  took  648,000,  which,  multiplied  by  70,  the  loweft  number  of  boats  employ- 
ed, makes  the  number  amount  to  45,360,000,  exclufive  of  what  were  boiled  for  oil  and 
thrown  away.  It  may.not,  perhaps,  be  improper  to  obferve  in  this  place,  that  the  fuppofition 
of  herrings  taken  in  July,  Auguft,  and  September  being  incapable  of  a  proper  flate  of  curing, 
on  account  of  their  very  extraordinary  richnefs,  is  founded  in  error ;  as  it  appears,  from  ex- 
periment, that  if  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fait  is  ufed,  they  may  be  preferved  as  well  as  the ' 
winter  herrings  ;  but,  by  not  taking  proper  care,  gnd  an  injudicious  faving  of  fait,  the  com- 
modity has  been  brought  into  difrepute. 

The  quantity  of  linen  imported  from  Irejand  to  England,  from  the  5th  of  January,  1783,. 
to  the  fame  date  in  the  prefent  year,  amounted  to  20,687,528  yards. 

The  import  of  iron  into  Ireland  from  St.l'eterfburg  alone,  in  the  courfe  of  this  ypar,  n^as 
2,514  tons,  or  50,280  cwt.    •  '  ,      ' 

The  exportation  of  hats  from  Ireland  to  Amei:ica  alone  increafed  this  year  to  11,867.— • 
Neither  ^  Arherican3  aor  the  French  can  make  good  hats  for  want  of  rabbits  wool  jn  fuf- 
ficient quantities. 

4  C  2  As 


S^^       AN    HISTOKICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 


A.  D. 


1784  As  the  polidcal  ftatc  of  Ireland  will  claim  our  very  jJarticular  attention  in  the  fucceding  year, 
we  fl»ll  give  the  following  abftrad,  as  containing  mnch  ufeful  preliminary  information  on  that 
important  fabjed. 

An  Abstract  of  the  hereditary  Revenue  and  additional  Duties,  for  one  Year;  with  the 
Expence  of  Management,  Drawbacks,  Premiums,  &c.  from  Lady-day,  1783,  to  Lady- 
day,  1784. 

RECEIPT. 


Balances  on  the  coUeftor's  accounts  at  Lady-day,        £.        u   d. 

£' 

s. 

J. 

1783,               —              —              —                    97,06a    3    z 

Ditto  in  the  hands  of  the  colleftors  of  excife,  (tamp 

officers,  and  the  pay  mailer  of  corn  premiums,                10,807  17    0^ 

• 

Arrears  on  the  revenue  Handing  out  at  faid  time,               145,251   18  10^ 

0  ^^    T^  V 

Xl\ 

M 

253»'*^ 

*9 

4 

Hereditary  Revenue. 

Cuftoms  inwards,            —               —               —          22^952    3    oj 

Cuftoms  outwards,               -^                   —                     28,556  17    3 

« 

Imported  excife,            _                — .                i—             146,331  11     5  J 

• 

Ptizage  on  wines,                —                 — —                     3*260    0    0 

Light-houfe  duties,                —            —            — .                  741     5    gf 

Fines  and  feizures,            «^                — -                —            4,502  17     5^ 

• 

Forfeitures,            —            —            —            —                   5^4    9    4 

- 

Cafualties,            — *               —               ■      >                 950    i  10 

Inland  excife,                —         —                —              76,527     2    9 

Alelicenfes,            — —               — *             '     -            .  8,567     9    9|. 

« 

Wine  and  ftrong- water  lieenfes,                 —                  27,699  13    4^ 

Storeagc,                — —            — —                    226  16    6 

Quit,  &c.  rents,            —                —                —              64,386    2     2-J 

* 

Hearth-money  fcT  the  year,  payable  January  21,  1783,       61,309  13  11 

« 

Proportit>n  of  Ac  duties  on  teas,                 —                     7,300    0    0 

659,826 

A 

n 

« 

4 

Additional  DuTtESv-^"^ 

' 

Tobacco^           ■                       '  '  -           — —               118,860    9    2i 

Wine,                — —                -J —                — —              61,859  t6     i 

Muflin,  ift                —                —                i—                       509  18  II 

Muflin,.  2d                 —                —                 —                 345  13    9^ 

Romals,  foreign         —               1—        —               350  13    8 

Paper,  foreign,                —                —                —                 427     0     i 

Foreign  filk  manufafture,                — -                — .                    151     3    2 

Vinegar,              —              —              —              «—             1,674    0  ir 

Hops,               — -               —                 7,669  II     it 

Earthen,  japanned,  and  lacquered  wares,            — ^                 921  10    5 

Sugar,  raw               —               ~               —                 K53,97i     7    7i 

■• 

Sugar,  tefined»              —          —            .—                11, 2  74    68 

3o8,or5 

VA 

8* 

10 

Carried  forward^ 

9U,94S 

4 

ot 
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• 

1784 

I' 

s. 

d. 

I' 

J»    d. 

Brought  ovci 

• 

- 

912,948 

4    oi 

Five  per  cent,  on  foreign  dry  goods,                — 

3.998 

12 

» 

Coffee,  2d            —            —            —            — 

3" 

17 

10 

Linen  rags  exported,              —       .       —              _ 

I 

II 

d 

Six  per  cent,  on  retailers,            -—            —            — 

499 

8 

9 

Wlieat,  foreign,  imported                — •                  — 

490 

I 

3 

. 

Keiidue  of  the  duties  on  teas,  after  applying  7)30oL  ta 

the  hereditary  revenue,             —                — 

29,279 

0 

8 

9 

Cider  liccnfes,              —                   —                   — 

88 

0 

a 

Ale  and  beer,                 —                 —                  —  , 

33.057 

8 

a# 

Beer,  imported  —              —              ^- 

1. 13* 

10 

I 

Sundry  articles  in  the  aA  for  the  advancement  of  trade. 

560 

»9 

2 

Duty  on  carriages  for  one  year,  ending  Chriftmas,  1783, 

• 

4.9' 7 

to 

0 

382,352 

W   *          ^   ^m 

■M«» 

II    IX 

« 

Stamp    Duties. 
Stamped  vellum,  parchment  and  paper,  and  value  of 

vellum,  parchment  suxd  paper,  and  penalties,.  — ^^  — »  34»5?o 

Total  revenue,.  — 

EXPENDITURE. 

Salaries  on  the  revenue  eftablifhments,  incident  charges,  drawbacks^  &c. 
Premiums  and  bounties^  —  .—  — 

Mifcellaneous  expences,  — .—  — 

Drawbacks  on  additionaF  duties,.  *-._—. 

Salaries  to  ftamp  officers,  incident  charges,  and  difcouni,  — 

Payments  to  the  vice^treafurers,  in  the  year  ending  Lady-day,  1784, 
Balances  and  arrears  at  Lady-day,  1784,  —  — 

Total  expenditure,  — 

The  following  account  of  the  population  of  the  American  ftates  has  the  authority  of  Con- 
grefs.^  It  feems,  however  to  be  only  a  general  eftimate,  if  we  except  Rhode  Ifland  and  Con- 
ne£ticut,  which  appear  to  be  more  exadly  enumerated ;  the  reft,  it  is  acknowledged,  are  fet 
too  high,  and  that  the  (laves  are  included.  The  beft  accounts  ftate  the  number  of  whites  in 
the  American  ftates  as  not  exceeding  1,700,000.— The  artifice  of  reprefenting  them  as  near 
3,000,000,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  is  not  now  denied^ 

An  Eftimate  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America^  to  be  made  the  Bafis  of  aot 
Aflefljnent  in  the  refpe£tive  States, 

Statef. 
New  Hampftiire,  -«» 

Maflachufet*s  Bay»  — 

Rhode  Ifland^  >— 


x»329»88o  17 

li 

£'        ^• 

J. 

175*796  12 

St 

72>424    7 

loi 

1 3.  69 1:    16 

7 

i6,i6q    0 

8 

8,263  ^^ 

6f 

772,3*3  »7 

2: 

271,230  II 

9i 

i»329,88o  17 

• 

li 

LAabitantu. 

Profortian  of  iooo». 

82,200 

— 

34 

350,090 

— 

147 

SPAOOr 

~ 

air 

- 

Goimeaicttt^ 

A 
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1784        ' 

Suties. ' 

Conneftkut, 

New  York, 

New  Jerfey, 

Pennsylvania, 

« 

Delaware^ 

'    Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  CaroKnat 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia,  , 

Inhabitants, 

Proportion  of  lOOO. 

206,000 

— 

86 

200,0CO 

— 

84 

130,000 

~ 

54 

320,000 

— 

134 

3S,oooo 

— 

15 

2^tO,700 

•  — 

92 

400,000 

~ 

167 

200,000 

— . 

84 

1 70,000 

— 

7« 

25,000 

— 

II 

Total, 


2,389,300 


1000 


An  authentic  account  of  corn  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England  and 
Scotland  this  year. 


EXPORTED. 


1784. 

Brlujb 

Foreign 

England. 

Sirs. 

^s. 

Wheat,          — 

35»446 

6,9SS 

"Wheat  Flour, 

38,867 

2.139 

Rye,               -r 

S.Sat 

800 

Barley,             — 

18,676 

2.747 

Malt,             — 

4S'4»5 

Oats,                — 

8.527 

1,087 

Oat-meal,           — 

2.75* 

Beans,            — 

7*309 

613 

Peas,           — 

2.747 

118 

Scotland. 

» 

Wheat,           — 

3,003 

Wheat  Flour, 

2,877 

Bear,             — 

2,74<» 

Rye,               — 

no 

Barley,            — 

50' 

.~~ 

Oat«,                — 

«.o73 

Oatmeal, 

71 

Peas  and  Beans, 

189 

— — 

IMPORTED. 


1784. 

garters 

England. 

Wheat,             — 

169,810 

Wheat  Flour, 

4.783 

Ry«,           — 

23,722 

fiarley,          — 

43i729 

Oats,               — 

175.765 

Oat- meal,         — 

648 

Beans,            — 

28,047 

Peas,                — 

2.9'5 

Indian  corn,          — 

46 

Scotland. 

\ 

Wheat,                — 

42,109 

Wheat  Flour,         — 

24S 

Rye,             — 

1. 057 

Barley,                 —    . 

33.453 

Oats,            — 

78,962 

Oatmeal,            — 

11,623 

Peas,                — 

14.854 

The  bounties  on  corn  and  grain  exported  from  England  in  the  courfc  of  this  year,  amoun- 
ted to  22,669!.  1 8s.  3td. 

The  drawbacks,  during  the  fame  period,  were  255I.  3s.  5d. 

•The  amount  of  the  bountic*  paid  on  corn  and  grain  exported  from  Scotland,  during  the  fame 
time,  was  950I.  6s.  3d.  '       ' 

I'he  duties  on  corn  imported  into  England,  was  7,4061.  15s.  5d. ;  and,  in  Scotland,  they 
amounted  to  2,522l.  15s.  3d. 

The 


«^^    T«E    0!lt«I«    0*    «t)MMBRC«. 


575 


A.  D. 

1784      The  average  prices  of  corn  m  England  and*  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchcftcr  bufhcl,  for 
this  year,  was  as  follows  :— 
Wheat,  6s.  i^d.  ;  rye,  4s.  ojd. ;  barley,  3s,  sl^  J-  o^^s,  2S.  3;d, ;  beans,  4s.  o^JJ. 

The  following  are  the  variations  of  the  public  funds  during  this  year,  with  the  Jiigheft  and 
loweft  prices  arranged  oppofite  to  each  month. 


Bank 
St^k. 


January,   JJJ^^ 
February,*  [  ^  ^ 

March,      {  J  [ 

f  ii6i 
I1164 
f  ii6| 

I  IIS 

{Yd 

ln5 

(    116 
{116 


April, 

May, 

June, 

•Auguft, 

Septemb. 

O&obcr, 

Novemb. 

Decemb. 


116 
8 


cent*  '  cent,  1^1        o 


'2 

f  "7i 

l"7i 
f  110 

'112 

iioi 
"3t 


S9l 


5^!  59 
584  55l 

'    574 


58I 

57i 
57t 
56i 

54 

S+t 

53i 
55t 
S5t 
H25^  55i 


56i 

544 
54i 
554 
54t 

54i 
56  i- 


eonfol 


74t 
7  St 
75  i 

75  3 

754^ 

744 

74i 

74i 

7Sr 

744 

73 

74t 

74-^ 

74i 

74 

7ot 

70i 


i6i- 
i7i 

164 
174 

i7t 
184 

*7t 
•74 
174 
i7t 
174 
174 
17^ 
174 
174 
i7t 

<7i 
i6i 

164 

164 
i6| 

i7i 
174 
»74 


jtmm, 

1778 

India 
Siock. 

i2i 

12i- 

lit 

•.24 

•24 
12-5- 

I2t 

12-5- 

•24 

124 

«24 
I2| 

12 

12-1 

124 

I2t 

I2t 

12 

12 

124 
I2t 
I2t 

I20J- 
I22t 

I33J- 

127i- 

I29f 

129 

127 

1224 

124 

I22i 
119 

I22i 

I27i- 

128 
1264 

India 

SSta 

Old 

Buidi. 

Ann, 

53  s. 



42 

— 

40 

574 

25 

57 

30 

574 

7 

59t 

22 

— 

9 



7 

58 

»3 

564 

9 

sH 

19 

574 

21    - 

— 

3 

— 

7 

4 

564 

6 

564 

I 

S5i 

4 



2 



1 

54f 

3 

54 

I 

544 

7 

54i 

Nevi 
Ann, 


58 

57t 
564 
584 

574 

58 
574 


564 

55i 
544 

534 


554 


Hmt 
Bills 

"74 
21- 

20 
84 

8;- 

6 

9 
7i 

4 

I 

4f 
4t 
7i 
54 

2t 

34 
5t 


584 


564 
58t 

574 
564 
564 
554 
554 
544 
544 
56t 
564 

554 


74 

754 

75 

75t 

744 

734 


Exchequer 
Bills. 


4  S. 
10 
6 
2 
X 
2 


I 

3 


2 
I 


2 
I 

3 
3 


»  

The  following  bills  relative  to  trade  and  commerce  received  the  royal  aflcnt  in  the  fourth 

fcflion  of  the  fifteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain : — 

A  bill  to  continue,  for  a  limited  time,  an  aft  made  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  entitled 
**  An  aft  for  preventing  certain  inftruments  from  being  required  from  fhips  belonging  to  the 
United  States  of  America ;  and  to  give  to  his  Majcfty,  for  a  limited  time,  certain  powers  for 
the  better  carrying  on  trade  and  commerce  between  the  fubjcfts  of  his.  Majcfty*s  dominions 
and  tha  inhabitants  of  iIk  faidr  United  States/* 

To  continue  fo  much  of  an  aft  made  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  as  allows  further 
time  for  the  payment  of  certain  funas  due,  and  to  become  due  to  the  public  from  the  ^aft  India 
Company. 

To  explain  and  amend  an  aft  made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  entitled,  **  An  aft  for 
repealing  an  aft  made  in  the  22d  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  entitled,  An  aft  for  charging  a  ftamp 
duty  upon  inland  bills  of  exchange,  promifibry  notes,  or  other  notes,  payable  otherwife  than 
upon  demand  ;  and  for  granting  new  ftamp  duties  on  bills  of  exchange,  promiflbry,  and  other 
notes,  and  alfo  ftamp  duties  on' receipts  :*'  and  for  indemnifying  all  perfons  who  have  written 
or  figned  any  bill  of  exchange,  promiftbry  or  other  note,  or  any  receipt  not  ftamped  according 
to  law. 

To 
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1784      To  efiablifh  certain  regulations  concerning  the  poftage  and  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

To  continue  the  provifions  of  an  afi  of  the  23d  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  granting  a  bounty 
upon  the  exportation  of  Britifh  and  Irifli  buckrams,  &c.  Britifh  and  Irifli  linens,  Britifh  cali- 
coes and  cottons,  or  cotton  mixed  with  linen/  printed,  painted,  fiained,  or  dyed  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  a  limited  time. 

The  following  bills,  among  others,  received  the  royal  afient  in  the  firft  feflion  of  the  fif- 
teenth Parliament  of  Great  Briuin  : — 

A  bill  for  farther  continuing,  for  a  limited  time,  an  zSt  of  the  .23d  of  his  prefent  Majefly, 
entitled,  *'  An  aS  for  preventing  certain  inftruments  from  being  required  firom  fhips  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  of  America,"  &c.  &c. 

To  empower  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  make  a  dividend  to  the  proprietors  of  Eaft  India 
ftock  at  Midfuromcr,  1784. 

To  enable  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Scotland  further  to  increafe  the  capital 
Hock  of  the  faid  company. 

To  appoint  and  enable  commiffioners  further  to  examine,  take,  and  date  the  public  accounts 
of  the  kingdom. 

To  revive  and  continue  an  a£i  of  the  12th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  encouraging  the  ma* 
nufafture  of  leather,  by  lowering  the  duty  payable  upon  oak  bark,  when  the  price  of  fuch  bark 
Ihall  exceed  a  certain  rate,  for  a  limited  time ;  and  for  extending  feveral  afts  of  Parliament  re- 
lative  to  the  manufadure  of  leather  to  Scptland. 

For  the  prcfcrvation  and  encouragement  of  the  hat  manufaftory  in  this  kingdom,  by  pre- 
venting the  exportation  of  Britifh  hare-ikins,  Britifh  hare-wool,  and  Britifh  coney-wool,  and 
all  undreflcd  or  untawed  Britifh  coney-fkins  ;  and  for  preventing  any  of  the  faid  fkins  from 
being  ilained  or  dyed  ;  and  for  the  importation  of  goats-hair  into  this  kingdom,  duty  free. 

For  difcontinuing  the  petty  cuflom  on  aliens  goods  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  the 
duty  of  one  per  cent,  on  goods  exported  to^or  imported  from  the  Mediterranean  feas,  in  un- 
qualified fhips  ;  and  for, repealing  fo  much  of  an  aft  pafied  in  the  4th  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
as  enafts  that  no  part  of  the  old  fubfidy  fhall  be  drawn  back  upon  goods  exported  to  the  Britifh 
colonies  or  plantations  in  America. 

To  poftpone  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  two  millions  advanced  by  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  bank  of  England,  towards  the  fupply  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1781. 

For  the  better  regulation  and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  of 
the  Britifh  pofTcflions  in  India;  and  for  eftablifhinga  court  of  judicature  for  theonore  fpccdy 
and  effedual  trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  offences  committed  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  duties  on  linens  printed,  painted,  ftained,  or  dyed  in 
Great  Britain  ;  and  for  granting  certain  duties  on  cotton  ftufFs,  bleached  or  dyed  in  Great 
Britain,  and  on  licences  for  bleaching  or  dying  the  fame  ;  and  upon  the  importation  of  ftufFs 
made  of,  or  mixed  with  cotton,  not  painted,  printed,  ftained  or  dyed  in  foreign  parts. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties  on  licences  to  be  taken  out  by  perfons  vending 
hats  by  retail,  and  alfo  certain  duties  on  hats  fold  under  fuch  licences  -,  and  for  laying  addi- 
tional duties  on  all  hats  and  caps  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties  on  all  gold  and  filver  plate  imported ;  and  alfo 
certain  duties  on  all  gold  and  filver  wrought  plate  made  in  Great  Britain. 

For 
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For  repealing  the  prcfent  duties  upon  wax-candles  made  in  Great  Britain^  and  for  granting 
other  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  and  upon  wax  imported,  as  alio  upon  licences  to  make  or  fell  wax- 
candles  in  Great  Britain. 

To  difcontinuc,  for  a  limited  time,  the  payment  of  the  duties  upon  low  wines  and  fpirits 
for  home  confumption,  and  for  granting  and  fecuring  the  due  payment  thereof;  and  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  making  and  vending  Britifh  fpirits,  as  well  for  home  confumption  as 
for  exportation  ;  and  for  deftroying  all  home-made  and  foreign  fpirits  after  the  condemnation 
thereof;  and  for  vefting  in  his  Majefiy  the  duties  of  excifc  within  the  lands  of  Farintofh,  in 
Rofs-(hire  ;  and  for  difcontinuing,  for  a  limited  time,  certain  imports  and  duties  upon  rum 
and  fpirits  imported  from  the  Weft  Indies. 

For  the  relief  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  with  refpeft  to  certain  fums  due  to  the  public,  and 
to  the  acceptance  of  certain  bills  drawn  upon  the  faid  Company,  and  for  regulating  the  divi- 
dends to  be  made  by  the  faid  Company. 

For  the  more  efFeftual  prevention  of  fmuggling  in  this  kingdom. 

To  extend  the  powers  of  an  aft  of  the  23d  of  his  prcfent  Majefty,  for  giving  his  Majcfty 
certain  powers  for  the  better  carrying  on  trade  and  commerce  between  the  fubjefts  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America,  &c. 

To  revive  and  continue  feveral  laws  relating  to  the  allowing  the  exportation  of  certain  quan- 
tities of  wheat,  and  other  articles,  to  his  Majelly's  fugar  colonies  in  America,  and  to  the  allow- 
ing a  drawback  of  the  duties  on  rum  (hipped  as  ftores  to  beconfumed  on  board  merchant  Ihips 
on  their  voyages  ;  and  to  extend  the  provifions  of  an  aft  of  the  23d  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  rela- 
tive to  the  removal  of  wine  in  caflcs,  to  wine  removed  in  bottles,  and  other  packages. 

For  granting  certain  additipnal  rales  of  poftage  for  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets  by  the 
poU,  within  the  kinn^dom  of  Great  Britain  ;  for  preventing^  frauds  in  the  revenue,  carried  on 
by  the  conveyance  of  certain  goods  in  letters  and  packets,  and  for  further  preventing  frauds 
and  abufes  in  relation  to  the  fending  and  receiving  of  letters  and  packets  free  from  poftage. 

For  granting  additional  duties  upon  raw  and  thrown  filk  imported  into  Great  Britain  ;  and 
upon  lead  exported  from  Great  Britain  ;  and  for  allowing  a  drawback  upon  the  exportation  df 
fijks,  and  fluffs  mixed  with  filk. 

For  repealing  the  feveral  duties  on  tea,  and  for  granting  to  his  Majefiy  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof;  and  alfo  feveral  duties  on  iahabited  houfesj  and  ppon  the  importation  of  cocoa  nuts 
and  coffee,  and  for  repealing  the  inland  duties  of  excife  thereon. 

To  explain,  amend,  and  render  more  eflfeftual^  an  aft  of  the  30th  of  George  II.  entitled, 
''  An  aft  for  the  more  effeftual  punifhment  of  pcrfons  who  ihall  attain,  or  attempt  to  attain 
pofTeflion  of  goods  or  money  by  falfe  or  untrue  pretences ;  for  preventing  the  unlawful  pawn- 
ing of  goods  ;  for  the  eafy  redemption  of  goods  pawned  j  and  for  preventing  gaming  in  public- 
houfes  by  journeymen,  labourers,  fervants,  and  apprentices," — fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  the 
preventing  of  the  unlawful  pawning  of  goods,  and  for  the  eafy  redemption  of  goods  pawned. 

During  the  war,  we  thought  it  neceflary  to  give  all  the  articles  of  the  annual  account  of  fup*- 
plies  in  detail,  in  order  more  fully  to  (hew  the  immenflty  and  variety  of  the  national  refources, 
and  their  mode  of  application  ;  but  peace  being  now  eflablifhed,  and  the  items  of  public  expen- 
diture being  fubjeft  to  little  variation,  wc  (hall  curtail  that  part  of  our  information,  and  con- 
fine it,^  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  general  articles  aiid  aggregate  fums  which  compofe  the  cur- 
rent fupplies  of  the  year. 
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Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  year  :— 
For  the  navy,  —  — 

For  the  army,  —  — » 

For  the  ordnance,  —  — 

Mifcellaneous  fcrvices,  *— 

Deficiencies,  ^  —  — 


Land  tax  and  duty  on  malt^ 
Annuities  and  a  lottery,  — - 

Savings  in  the  feveral  army  fervices. 
Loans  and  Exchequer  bills,. 
The  linking  fund,  — 

Remaining  in  the  Exchequer, 


^ear :— 

C        s. 

d. 

> 

3»i53»869    0 

6 

—                — 

4,080,220  13 

9f 

— 

610,149    8 

II 

— 

2,467,226  II 

2i 

1,676,708  15 

0 

Total  Supplies, 

11,988,174    9 

4l 

foregoing,  fupplics.. 

L^    •  - 

d. 

— 

2,75.0,000  0 

0 

«                "■•• 

6,360,000     Q 

0 

«»                ^■™«. 

441.70?  '3. 

9^ 

—              -* 

2,500,000    0 

0 

-^ 

800,000    0 

0 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Total  amount  of  Supplies  granted^ 

Excefs^  of  Ways  and.  Means,. 


105,818    5  11^ 

2,957»S20  19    H 
1,988)174    9    4| 


969,34^  10    34^ 


The  following  additional  duties  and  new  taxes  were  impolcd  thb  year  :• 
Candles,  one  halfpenny  per  pound,  — *  — 

,  Bricks,  as.  6d.  per  1000 ;  and  tiles,  from  3s.  to  30s.  per  1000, 

Hats,  from  3d.  to  2S.  and  licences  for  vending  the  fame^  •— 

Pleafure  horfes,  jos.  per  head  ;  running  ditto,. 2K  28.  — 

Britifli  linens  and  cottons,  from^d,  to  is.  per  yard,  and-  licences  for 

bleaching  and  dying  the  fame,  —  —  — 

Ribbands,  from  id.  for  every  112  yards,  to  id.  per  yard;  and  gauzes, 

'  from  2d.  to  4d.  per  yard,  — -  

Licences  for  retailing  beer,  ale,  and  other  excifeable  liquors  ;  andto 

the  makers  and  dealers  in  certain  excifeable  commodities,  from  los.  to  501. 
Qualifications  of  fhooters,  2I.   2s.  per  head;  and  deputations  from- 

lords  of  manors,  los.  per  head,  -  » 

Paper,  from  id.  to  los.  per  ream,  and  pafteboards,  millboards,  &c. 
Hackney-coaches,  58.  per  week,  — : —  ■■ 

Silver  plate,  6d.  per  ounce;  and  gold  plate,  8».  per  ounce. 
Lead  exported,  il.  is.  per  ton. 


Foftage  of  letters,  id.  and  2d. ;  and  regulations  of  franking^ 
Raw  and  thrown  filk  imported,  28.  snd  3s  per  pound. 

Total  of  additional  and  new  taxes^, 
IntereH  of  the  loan  of  6,ooo,oooL 

Excels  of  taxes,  «-« 


I- 

i. 

d. 

100,000 

0 

0 

50,000 

0 

0 

150,000 

0 

0 

lOOjOOO 

0 

0 

120,000 

0 

0 

120,000 

0 

0 

• 

110,000 

0 

0 

ia,ooo* 

0 

0 

18,000 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

25,060 

0 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

120,000 

0 

0 

950,000    o  •o 

280,000      Q      O       « 

670,000     O     O 
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IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from 


U    N    T    R   I    E   S. 


c  o 

Africa,  — 

Canaries,  — 
Denmark  and  Norway, 

Eift  Country,  — 

Eaft  Indies,  — 

FlandeiSy  — 

France, '  — 

Germany,  — 

Holland,  — 

Ireland,  — 

I  He  of  Man,  — 
Jialy, 


Madeira,  ■ 

Portugal,  ■ 

Ruffia,  

Spain,  - 

Gibraltar,  ■ 

Screights,  -« • 

Svveden,  ■■  — 

Turkey,  > —  — 

Venice,  *«  -*« 

Greenland,  ■  — 

Ifland  of  Aldcrney,       — —  — 

I  (land  of  Guernfcy,        —  — 

Ifland  of  Jerfey,  —^  — 

Idand  of  Sark,  -—  — 

Canada,  ■■  — 

Cape  Breton,  ■  — 

Carolina,  ■  — 

Florida,  '  — 

Georgia,  ■  — 

Hudmn's  Bay,  t  — 

New  England,  _— ^  — 

Nevvfouodland,  ■  — 

New  York^  _  — 

Nova  Scotia,  ■  — 

Pennfylvania,  __.  _ 

Ifland  of  St.  John,  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence, 
Virginia  &  Maryland,  ^ 

Anguilla,  '  — 

Antigua,  — —  — 

Bahanaas,  ■  '     ^- 

Barbadoes,  ■■  — 

Bermuda,  ■  — 

Dominica,  ■ 

Grenada,  ■ 

Honduras  Bay,         — 
Jamaica,  '  ■     •     ■ 

Mon  I  Te  rr  at ,  ■ 

Mufquito  Shore,        * 

Nevis,  _— . 

St.  Croix,  ■ 

Sr.  EuOatius,  ■    , 

St.  Kilt's,  ' 

St.  Lucia,  ■ 

St.  Thomas's,  ■ 

St.  Vincent's,  ■  — ■ 

Tobago,  — ^ 

Tortoia,  ■ 

Demerara,  ■ 

Sr.  Domingo,  ■ 

Surinim,  *  • 

St.  Murin's,  _ 

Cape  Francois,  ' 

Havannah,  ■ 

New  Orleans,  __ 

Buenos  Ayres,  — 

Northern  F«ihery,      — — 
Southern  Fiflicry,      — — 
Foreign  coin  and  bullion, 
Prixc  goods,  __ 


Toid, 

4  D  2 


1  Christmas 

1783,  to 

Christmas 

1784. 

I    M    P    0 

R.   T 

s. 

EXPO 

R   T 

s. 

£'  H9'«5* 

— 

X 

£'  5^3,985 

16 

2 

4,840 

£ 

XI 

5»<5<> 

6 

II 

117^77 

IX 

XI 

261,998 

XX 

8 

657,337 

2r 

3 

68,6x2 

12 

9 

.1,996,652. 

2 

II 

730,858 

3 

7 

279.839 

17 

8 

849,893 

»3 

X 

70,Bo7 

8 

— • 

X5*.539 

12 

6 

5041 17.9 

«9 

1 1 

1,245,438 

6 

3 

522,177 

10 

9 

1,277,480 

6 

3 

1,777,9^4 

'5 

5 

x,634»568 

II 

7 

1 3 1246 

6 

10 

54.«74 

12 

3 

66jti24 

x6 

6 

474»743 

,r— 

2 

i>44S 

2 

4 

19,321 

X 

9 

370.535 

2 

10 

495»57i 

6 

5 

1,529,036 

6 

I 

226,461 

.  — 

10 

646,526 

— 

IX 

808,689 

x6 

7 

if4»» 

'  12 

6 

52,840 
207,015 

57^590 

8 
6 

6 

4 
1 

2^4,001 

4- 

8 

9 

75»»67 

»7 

X 

43,05a 

>3 

^ 

57,878 

62,288 

123 

H 

2 

i9»«03 

'5 

XO 

3 
5 

10 

.    a,54« 

"3 

7 

13,804 

13 

8 

5«»546 

6 

4 

X3.362 

5 

XO 

30,156 

199 
238,582 

I 

4 

78»754 

10 

4  V 

10 

XO 

— 

— 

>»33x 

19 

4 

167,545 

4 

2 

492,8^3 

»4 

4 

18,108 

4 

— 

— 

•— 

2Z,8S8 

H 

— • 

47,^30 

>5  ' 

'    3 

7,683 

•   9 

5 

8,937 

8 

X 

51,078 

>3 

3 

526,560 

»S 

II 

5»»7i9 

9 

2 

»77,233. 

9 

5 

47»30i 

18 

9 

709,547 

II 

6 

13,200 

II 

8 

297,4x1 

4 

1 

70,263 

10 

9 

689,491 

9 

9 

808 
1,182,346 

'4 
*3 

7 

t 

390»»50 

6 

I 

3*632 
a53.i35 

'5' 

2 

X 

3 

82,586 

1$ 

8 

8,383 

3 

6 

54'045 

10 

2 

-   127,215 

18 

X 

12  1,168 

18 

s 

1,111 

3 

XO 

13.386 

"5 

7 

150,992 

16 

5 

55»5»o 

12 

S 

530*363 

16 

10 

99,969 

18 

5 

J*.493 

z 

9 

a,»73 

>9 

2 

1,690,674 

8 

8 

682,318 

12 

7 

62,70^ 

4 

2    • 

«^4»3 

18 

2 

1,692 

— 

— 

2,520 

14 

4 

76,913 

I 

2 

x  1 ,06  8 

«4 

7 

9,618 
73r356 

254,203 

12 

8 

*4 
3 

3 

■      75»»55 

10 

6 

2,491 
615 

33,»74 

12 
16 

9 

107,902 

»9 

2 

9 

57,4** 

2 

7 

»3.496 

7 

3 

123,580 

«9 

I 

24,002 

9 

'  2 

656 

16 

10 

— 

p— 

*»755 

10 

^■^-1 

— - 

> 

— 

10 
4»736 

XI 

S 

179 
632,571 

X7 

1 

7 
6 

'~ 

7 

83,643 

IX 

7 

140,110 

8 

— 

«5'*7a»776 

»9 

5 

>5*733>847 

7 

XX 

An 
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1784      Anzcconnt  of  thechrifteningsand  burials  wttliin  tbc  bills  of  monalirf  in  London,  tor 
this  year. 

Chiiltened,  malei     8,778  "     Baried,  males    9,229 

■  females    8,401  females    8,599 

17,179  17,828 


1785  A  fubjefl  of  the  «ry  firft  magnitude,  under  the  title  of  the  Irifti  Propofitions,  claimed  the 
particular  attention  of  the  public,  and  occupied  the  diligence  of  Parliament  in  the  early  pare 
of  this  year. 

A  very  anjuft  and  opprcflive  fpecies  of  policy  had  long  been  eicercifed  by  the  Sritilh  govern- 
ment in  regard  to  Ireland,  by  which  (he  had  been  debarred  from  the  enjoyment  and  the  ufc 
of  her  own  refourccs,  and  to  make  her  entirely  fubfcrvient  to  the  intcrefts  and  opulence  of 
this  country.  She  had  not  been  fuffcrcd  to  Iharc  in  the  bounties  of  nature,  or  the  induftry  of 
her  citizens:  (he  was  Ihut  out  from  every  fpecies  of  commerce,  and  reftriined  from  fending 
the  produce  of  her  avn  foil  to  foreign  markets.  Some  fmall  relaxation  of  this  fyflem  had,  in- 
deed, taken  place  at  an  early  period  of  the  prcfcnt  century,  and  fomething  more  had  been  done 
in  the  reign  of  George  II. ;  but  it  was  not  till  a  timenearerto  our  own  days,  and,  indeed, 
within  the  laft  {even  years,  that  the  fyftem  had  been  completely  reverfed.  Still,  howsvcr,  not- 
withstanding all  that  had  been  done  refpefling  the  foreign  commerce  of  Ireland,  the  iiiter- 
courfc  between  the  two  countries  remained  without  alteration  :  Ireland  was,  therefore,  flill 
dilTatisfied  ;  fo  that  in  the  metropolis  of  that  kingdom,  and  cirewhcre,  ideas  bad  been  ilarted 
of  iropofing  duties  on  the  produce  of  Briclfh  manufaclurcs,  under  the  name  of  protefling  duties; 
and  as  fuch  a  meafure,  which  had  been  fuggcftcd  by  tlic  lituaiion  and  emergencies  of  the  coun- 
try, was  confidcrcd  as  inconftftent  with  the  general  welfare,  it  was  abfolutcly  neceffary  that 
judicious  and  effcflual  fubditution  ihould  be  made  in  its  place. 

In  confequencc  of  tliij  fituation  of  affjirs,  previous  10  the  meeting  of  the  Iriih  Parliament, 
in  January  1785,  the  Uritiih  cabinet,  in  concert  with  the  commiiFioners  appointed  on  tlie  part 
of  Ireland,  had  formed  a  plan  for  regulating  and  finally  adjufting  the  commercial  intercourfe 
between  the  two  kingdoms. 

This  new  fyftcm  of  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  was  accordingly  firft  in- 
troduced into  the  Parliament  of  the  latter  kingdom,  on  the  7th  of  February,  by  Mr.  Orde, 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  (lie  form  of  the  following  ten  propofitions  ;  which,  by 
afmall  alteration  and  diftribution  of  the  fubjeft  of  one  of  them  into  two  heads,  Wcrceiicreafed 
to  eleven.  Thefc  propofitions  paflcd  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  iith  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  on  the  12th,  they  were  reported,  and  followed  up  by  an  addrefs  to  the  Sovereign, 
exprelTivc  of  their  fervent  gratitude,  and  the  fanguinc  hope  with  which  they  looked  forward  to 
the  complete  execution  of  fo  wife  and  liberal  an  arrangement.  The  concurrence  of  the  Houfc 
of  Peers  being  alfo  obtained,  thcfe  regulations  were  tranfmitted  immediately  to  England,  as 
the  propofed  bafis  of  an  equitable  and  final  adjuAmcnt  between  the  two  countries. 

Tie  RefiluUBm  faffed  bj  the  hijh  ffou/e  of  Commnm. 

*'  I.    Refblved, — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  tint  it  is  highly  important  to 

the  general  intereftof  the  Britifh  empire,  that  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be 

encour^d  and  extended  as  much  as  poffible  j— and,  for  that  pnrpofc,  that  the  intercourfe  and 

I  -    ,  commerce 
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1785  commerce  be  finally  fettled  and  regulated  on  permanent  and  equitable  principles,  for  the  mo* 
tual  benefit  of  both  countries. 

**  II.  That>  towards  carrying  into  full  effcft  fo  defirable  a  fettlement,  it  is  fit  and  proper 
that  all  articles,  not  the  growth  or  manufaflure  of  Great  Britain  or*Ireland,  ihould  be  impor- 
ted into  each  kingdom  from  the  other  reciprocally,  under  the  fame  regulations,  and  at  the  fame 
duties,  if  fubjeft  to  duties,  to  which  they  are  liable  when  imported  diredly  from  the  place  of 
their  growth,  produft,  or  manufa£ture  ;  and  that  all  duties  originally  paid  on  the  importation, 
into  cither  country  refpeftivcly,  Ihall  be  fully  drawn  back  on  exportation  to  the  other. 

**  III.  That  for  the  fame  purpofc,  it  is  proper  that  noprohibition  fhould  exift,  in  either 
country,  againft  the  importation,  ufe,  or  falc  of  any  article,  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  other  ;  and  that  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  every  fuch  article^  if  fubjcft  to  duty 
in  cither'country,  (hould  be  prccifcly  the  fame  in  one  country  as  in  the  other,  except  where  an 
addition  may.be  ncccflary  in  either  country,  in  confequence  of  an  internal  duty  on  any  fuch 
article  of  its  own  confumption. 

"  IV.  That  in  all  cafes  where  the  duties  on  articles  of  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufac- 
ture of  either  country  arc  difFercnl  on  the  importation  into  the  other,  it  wouM  be  expedient 
that  they  (hould  be  reduced  in  the  kingdom  where  they  are  the  higheft,  to  the  amount  payable 
in  the  other;  and  that  all  fuch  articles  (hould  be  exportable  from  the  kingdom  into  which  they 
ftall  be  imported,  as  free  from  fuch  duty  as  the  fimilar  commodities  or  home  manufacture  of 
the  fame  kingdom. 

**  V.  That  for  the  fame  purpofc  it  is  alfo  proper,  that  in  all  cafes  where  either  kingdom 
lliali  charge  articles  of  its  own  confumption  with  an  internal  duty  on  the  raanufafturc,  or  a 
duty  on  the  material,  the  fame  manufafturc,  when  imported  from  the  other,  may  be  charged 
with  a  further  duty  on  importation  to  the  fame  amount  as  the  internal  duty  on  the  manufac- 
ture, or  to  an  amount  adequate  to  countervail  the  duty  on  the  material;  and  (hall  be  entitled 
to  fuch  dnc\-|)acks  or  bounties  on  exportation,  as  may  leave  the  fame  fuhjeft  to  no  heavier  bur- 
thens than  the  home-made  manufacture  ;  fuch  further  duty  to  continue  fo  Jong  as  the  internal 
confumption  (liall  be  charged  with  the  duty  or  duties  to  balance  which  it  (liall  be  impofed,  or 
until  the  manufafture  coming  from  the  other  kingdom,  (hall  be  fubjefted  there  to  an  equal 
burthen,  not  drawn  back  or  corapenfated  on  exportation. 

*•  VI.  That,  in  order  to  give  permanency  to  the  fettlement  now  intended  to  be  eftabli(hed,  it 
is  neceflfary  that  no  prohibition,  or  new  additional  duties,  (hould  be  hereafter  impofed  in  either 
kingdom,  on  the  importation  of  any  article  of  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufafture  of  the 
other,  except  fuch  additional  duties  as  may  be  requifite  to  balance  duties  on  internal  confump- 
tion, purfuant  to  the  foregoing  refolution. 

'*  VII.  That,  for  the  fame  purpofc,  it  is  further  necefl&ry,  that  no  prohibitions,  or  new 
and  additional  duties,  (hould  be  hereafter  impofed  in  cither  kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of 
any  article  of  native  growth,  produft,  or  manufafture  from  thence  to  the  other,  except  fuch  as 
either  kingdom  may  deem  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and 
bifcuit;  and  alfo  except  where  there  now  cxifts  any  prohibition  which  is  not  reciprocal,  or 
any  duty  which  is  not  equal  in  both  kingdoms  :  in  every  ftich  cafe,  the  prohibition  may  be 
reciprocal,  or  the  duties  ralfed,  fo  as  to  make  them  equal. 

*«  VIII.  That,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  is  necelTary  that  no  bounties  whatevei;  Ihould  be 
paid  or  payable  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  to  the  other,  except  fuch 
as  relate  to  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifcuits ;  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks 

or 
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47S5  or  compenfation  forduLifs  paid  i  and  that  no  bounty  fhoold  be  granted  in  this  kingdom  on 
the  exportation  of  any  article  imported  from  the  British  plantations,  or  any  manufafture  made 
of  fuch  article,  uniefs  in  cafes  where  a  (imilar  bounty  is  payable  in  Britain  on  exportation  from 
thence,  or  wheie  fuch  bounty  is  metely  in  t'.ic  nature  of  a  drawback,  or  compenfation  of  or 
for  duties  paid,  over  and  above  any  duties  paid  thereon  in  Britain. 

"  IX.  That  it  is  expedient,  for  tbc  general  benefit  of  the  Briiilh  empire,  that  the  importa- 
tion of  articlci  fiom  foreign  dates  thould  be  regulated,  from  time  to  time,  in  each  kingdom, 
on  fuch  terms  as  may  afford  an  efic^ual  preference  to  the  importation  of  Gmiiar  articles  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufaflure  of  the  other. 

"  X.  I'hat  it  is  elTcntial  to  the  commercial  interefis  of  this  country  tcrprevent,  as  much  as 
poflible,  an  accumulation  of  national  debt )  that,  therefore,  it  is  highly  expedient  that  the  an- 
nual revenue  of  this  kingdom,  fhould  be  made  equal  to  its  annual  expence. 

"  XI.  That,  for  the  better  protedion  of  trade,  whatever  fum  the  grofs  hereditary  revenue 
of  this  kingdom,  fafter  dedufling  all  drawbacks,  re-payments,  or  bounties  granted  in  the 
nature  of  drawbacks)  Ihall  produce  over  and  above  the  fum  of  656,0001.  in  each  year.of  peace, 
wherein  the  annual  revenue  fhall  equal  the  annual  expence,  and  in  each  year  of  war,  without 
regard  to  fuch  equality,  fhould  be  appropriated  towards  the  fupport  of  the  naval  force  of  the 
empire,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Parhament  of  the  kingdom  (hail  dired." 

Very  fhortly  after  the  arrival  of  thcfe  refolution^  in  England,  they  were  regularly  opened  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

There  was  but  one  opinion  in  the  nation  as  to  the  necelTity  of  fome  kind  of  commercial  fet- 
tlement  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Jifler  kingdom  :  and  that  the  fixing  this  trading  inter- 
courfe  between  the  two  countries  on  a  firm,  liberal  and  permanent  bafis,  by  which  an  end 
might  for  ever  be  put  to  jealoufies  and  clamour,  by  which  all  future  pretexts  to  difcontent 
might  be  removed,  and  by  which  the  fureft  foundations  of  future  ftrcngth  and  opulence  might 
be  laid,  was  one  of  the  mod  important  topics  which  could  be  agitated  in  Parliaibent,  and  one 
of  the  moft  dcfitable  objefls  that  the  deliberative  wifdom  of  Parliament  could  obtain. 

On  thcfe  principles  Mr.  Pitt  fupported  the  commercial  arrangements  fuggefied  in  the  pro- 
pofitions,  in  a  fpeech  of  confidciable  length,  which  he  concluded  with  moving  the  following 
general  rcfoluiion.  "  That  it  was  highly  important  to  the  general  intcrells  of  the  empire, 
that  the  commercial  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fhould  be  finally  adjufted, 
and  that  Ireland  Ihould  be  admitted  to  a  permanent  and  irrevocable  participation  of  the  com- 
mercial advantages  of  this  country,  when  tilt  Parliament  of  Ireland  Ihall  permanently  and  ir- 
revocably fccure  an  aid  out  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  that  kingdom,  towards  defraying  the 
expence  of  protcfling  the  general  commerce  of  the  empire  in  liinc  of  peace." 

After  taking  a  review  of  what  had  already  been  granted  to  Ireland  by  the  Britifh  legiflaturfc, 
the  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  proceeded  to  examine  the  fubjefl  then  in  agitation,  under  the 
two  following  heads :  , 

Firft,  As  to  the  effcfls  of  the  commercial  arrangements,  contained  in  the  propofiiions,  on 
our  particular  commerce  and  manufa£lurcs,-^as  they  ngarded  our  navigation  laws  and  the 
monopoly  of  our  trade  with  our  colonies,  and  as  they  related  to  the  intercourfe  between  the 
two  countries  by  the  equalifing  of  duties. 

Secondly,  As  to  the  effefts  of  an  extcnfion  of  the  trade  of  Britain,  in  the  return  which  Ire- 
land would  make  towards  the  common  expence. 

With 
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17S5  With  regard  to  the  firft,  he  was  aware  that  it  poflcfled  the  appearance  of  militating  againft 
the  navigation  laws,  the  fouree  of  our  maritime  ftrength  and  commercial  opulence:  but  that 
it  did  not  oppofe  the  fpirit  of  thofe  laws  is  evident  from  a  fhort  ftatemcnt  of  the  fa£l.  Goods, 
the  produce  of  Europe,  might  now  be  imported  through  Ireland  into  Britain  by  the  cxprcfs 
authority  of  the  navigation  aft.  The  new  propofition  applied  only  to  Africa  and  America,  for 
Afia  was  excluded,  as  the  Eaft  India  Company  had  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  that  part  of 
the  world.  We  had  already  given  to  Ireland  the  dirsft  intcrcourfc  to  our  colonics  ;  and  the 
liberty  now  to  be  added,  was  nothing  more  than  that  of  bringing  to  Britain  circuitoufly,  what 
fli^  liad  herfelf  the  privilege  of  bringing  direftly.  The  enquiry,  therefore,  to  be  made  was, 
whether  there  was  any  thing  in  the  local  Ittuation  of  the  ports  of  Ireland,  which  could  enable 
her  to  make  this  circuitous  voyage  cheaper  than  we  could  make  the  di reft  one.  There  was 
flill  another  circumftance  of  confideration  :^^Ireland  could  now  fend  a  cargo  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  bring  a  cargo  drreftrly  from  thence  to  Britain;  or  (he  could  invoice  a  part  of  her 
cargo  tovBritain  and  a  part  to  Ireland.  In  fhort,  what  was  there  in  the  trifling  addition  to 
thefcimmunities  mad*  by  the  proportions,  that  could  awakcn'the  apprchcnfions  of  a  fober 
merchant  or  a  found  politician. 

The  other  leading  mcafure,  at  this  time,  before  Pari lamentj  was  the  equalifing  the  duties 
in  the  produce  and  manufaftures  of  both  countries.  The  rcfult  of  this  Mr.  Pitt  undertook  to 
explain.  Prohibitory  duties  were,  at  prcfent,  impofed  in-  Britain  on  the  majority  of  the  ma- 
nufaftures of  Ireland  r  linen,  however,  was  a  liberal  exception :  oa  the  contrary,  our  ma- 
nufaftures had  been  imported  into  Ireland  at  low  duties  :  a  queftion  might  therefore  be  put, 
whether,  under  the  accumulation  of  our  heavy  taxes>  it  would  be  wife  to  equalize  the  duties, 
and  thus  to  enable  a  country  free  from  thofc  taxes  to  meet  and  overthrow  us  in  their  own 
markets  and  in  ours  ?  To  this  it  might  be  anfwered,  that  it  was  not  to  be  expefted  that  Ire- 
land,* with  an  independent  Icgifllature;  would  fubmit  to  be  treated  with  fubjeftion  and  inferi- 
ority;  a  generous  effort  was  to  be  made  by  this  country,  and  ,wc  were  to  chufe  between  in- 
evitable alteTnati^'es•  But  in  reality  was  it,  in- a*  great  degree,  to  be  appreh'ended,  that  a 
country  incapable  of  fupplying  herfelf,  fhould  prove  formidable  to  us  in  a  foreign  m&rket? 
Our  manufaftures  were  fo  decidedly  fuperiorto  theirs  both-m  woFkmanfhip  and  fkill,  that  the 
immunity  propofed  to  be  granted  wonjd  be  produftive  of  little  alteration.  The  low  price  of 
labour  in  Ireland  might,  it  is  true,  be  urged  with  fome  degree  of  probability ;  but  it  would 
require  time  for  the  acquifition  of  both  capital  and  fkill ;  and  the  capital  could  not  increafc 
without  the  demand  :  but,  in  an  cflablifhed  manufafturr,  improvement  was  fo  rapid  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  rivalfhip.  BefTdes,  as  the  manufaftures  and  commerce  of  Ireland  encreafed,  the 
difference  between  the  price  of  labour  would  be  inceffamly  diminifliing.  After  all,  there  might 
be  fome  branches  of  manufafture  in  which  Ireland  might  rival,  and  perhaps  excel  England  : 
but,  in  a  matter  of  general  benefit,  we  fhould  calculate  from  general  and  not  from  particl 
views;  and  above  all,  we  fhould  learn  not  to  regard  Ireland  with  an  eye  of  jealoufy,  '  It  re- 
quired little  philofophy  to  reconcile  us  to  a  competition,  which  would  give  us  a  rich  cuflomer 
'  inflead  of  a  poor  one.  Befides,  the  profperity  of  the  fifler  kingdom  would  be  a  frefh  fpring 
for  our  own  trade. 

Such  was  the  general  outline  of  th^  propofed  fyflem  on  its  firfl  appearance,  and  the  magni- 

ude  of  it  was,  probably,  the  reafon  why  it  was  received  at  firfl  in  this  coiintry  with  fo  much 

tranquillity  and  acquiefcence.     The  extenfive  views  of  the  objeft  it  embraced,.  occafk>ned  a 

diffident  and  becoming  paufe  in  the  minds  of  the  people.     Three  weeks  elapfbd,  without  aU 

a  moft 
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1785  nieft  a  fingk  petition  being  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Comiuons,  againft  the  fyftem  which  had 
been  opened  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In  the  interim,  a  report  prepared  by  a 
committee  of  council  appointed  for  the  confideration  of  all  matters  relative  to  trade  and  foreign 
plantations,  was  laid  by  the  minider  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  alTift  its  deli- 
berations. This  committee  had  been  originaljy  appointed  on  the  5th  day  of  March^  I7^4>  ^^^ 
conlifled  of  Lord  Sydney,  who  prefided,  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Paymafters  of 
the  Army,  theTreafurer  of  the  Navy,  and  fourteen  other  members  ofilie  Piivy  Council:  Mr. 
Charles  Jenkinfon,  (fince  created  Lord  Hawkelbury)  was  conlidercd  as  the  moft  a£live  mem- 
ber and  real  direftor  of  this  board.  The  queftions  referred  to  their  confideration,  related  en- 
tirely to  the  latter  of  the  two  heads,  into  which  Mr.  Pitt  has  diftributed  the  benefits  conceded 
to  Ireland,  and  principally  concerned  the  propriety  of  reduchig  the  duties  payable  in  this 
country,  upon  the  importation  of  goods,  the  growth  and  manufafture  of  Ireland. 

This  report,  after  a  variety  of  ftatements  which  arc  of  too  great  a  length  to  infert  in  this 
place,  concludes  with  anfwcring  the  two  queftions  referred  to  the  committees  by  his  Majcfty, 
and  with  the  propofition  of  a  plan  for  regulating  the  future  commercial  intercourfc  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  follows: 

*•  The  committee  having  thus  laid  before  your  Majefty  the  information  they  have  received; 
and  having  ftated  fuch  obfervations  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  ncceflary,  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
plaining the  accounts  and  pointing  out  any  miftakes  in  the  evidence  given,  it  is  their  duty 
now  to  offer  their  opinion  on  the  firft  queftion  referred  to  them  ;  that  is,  on  the  propriety  of 
reducing  the  duties  payable  in  Great-Britain  on  the  importation  of  goods,  the  growth  and  ma- 
nufa£ture  of  Ireland,  at  the  fame  rate  as  the  duties  payable  in  Ireland  on  the  importation  of 
the  like  goods  the  growth  and  manufa£ture  of  Great  Britain. 

**  The  committee  think  it  right  to  begin  by  obferving,  that  fince  the  conftitution  of  Ireland 
has  been  put  on  its  prefent  footing,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  people  of  that  kingdom  will  reft 
fatisfied  with  the  fame  fyftem  of- commerce  that  fubfifted  before  that  alteration  was  made ;  for 
though  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  in  their  laft  fefGon,  rejeded  the  duties  tliat  were  propofed 
for  the  proteftion  of  their  woollen  manufaftures,  they  impofed  a  duty  on  four  other  articles  of 
Britifh  commerce,  viz.,  on  refined  fugar,  on  beer,  wine,  and  printed  callicoes,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  encouraging  their  trade  in  thefe  feveral  articles. 

**  And  it  appears,  that  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  were  of  opinion,  that» 
in  confequencc  of  the  change  made  in  the  Irifh  conftitution,  fome  new  arrangement  would  be 
ncccfTary;  for,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1782,  after  having  refolved,  that  an  aft  made  in  the  fixth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Firft,  ^entitled,  •  An  Aft  for  the  better 

*  fecuring  the  dependency  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,' 
ought  to  be  repealed,  they  came  immediately  to  the  following  refolntion  : — *  That  it  is  indif- 

*  penfablc  to  the  intercft  and  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms,  that  the  conneftion  between  them 

*  fhould  be  eflablifhed  on  a  folid  and  permanent  bafis.' 

*•  The  prefent  queftion,  tiierefore,  isnot  whether  the  fyftem  of  commerce,  on  which  your 
Majefty  has  required  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  better  or  worfe  than  that  which  cxifted 
before  the  change  made  in  the  Irifti  conftitution,  but  whether  it  is  better  than  that  which,  if 
fome  agreement  is  not  made,  is  likely  now  to  take  place. 

"  It  appears  to  the  cpmmittee,  tha't  in  arranging  the  commercial  intcrcourfe  in  future  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms,  there  arc  but  three  plans  that  can  poffibly  be  adopted. 

**  Firft,  That  the  ports  of  each  kingdom  Ihould  be  open  to  goods  the  growth  and  manufac- 
ture of  the  other,  free  from  all  duties,  except  thofeof  excife  and  other  internal  duties, 
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it  IS  probable  that  fuch  a  plan  would  occaiion  the  ruin  of  many  of  your  Majefty's  fubjcfts  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  introduce  an  immediate  convulilon  in  the  commerce  of  the 
two  kingdoms. 

**  The  fecond  plan  is.  That  each  kingdom  (hould,  for  the  future,  proceed  in  making  fuch 
regulations,  and  impofing  fuch  duties  on  the  importation  of  goods,  the  growth  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  other,  as  their  refpeftivelegiflatures  fhall,  in  their  wifdom,  think  neceflary  for  the 
protcdion  and  improvement  of  their  own  commerce. 

"  This  plan,  which  will  probably  be  followed  if  fome  agreement  is  not  made,  will  be  the 
fource  of  perpetual  diflenfions  ;  will  neceiTarily  tend  to  feparatc  each  country  further  from  the 
other;  and,  in  a  courfe  of  years,  will  place  them  in  their  commercial  relation  to  each  other, 
in  the  ftate  of  foreign  countries. 

*^  The  tliird  plan  is,  That  the  two  kin^oms  agree  on  certain  moderate  duties  to  beimpof- 
ed  on  the  importation  of  goods;  the  growth  and  manufadlure  of  the  other,  fuch  as  will  fecure 
a  <lu^  pr«fere;ice  in  the  hgrne  market  to  the  like  articles  of  its  o\yn  growth  and  manufa£ture, 
and  yet  leave  to  .the  lifter  kingdpm  advantages,  though  not  equal  to  its  own,  yet  fuperior  to 
thofe  granted  to  any  foreign  country.  The  duties  now  payable  on  Britiih  goods  imported 
into  Ireland  feem,  by  tb^ir  moderatio^i,  as  well  adapted  to  anfwer  this  parpofe,  as  any  that 
could  be  devifed  ;  but  to  make  this  fyftem  complete^  there  ihould  be  added  proper  regulations 
with  refped  to  bounties  in  future,  and  with  refpefik  to  the  duties  on  raw  materials  imported 
into  each  kingdom. 

*^  It  is  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  a  great  recommendation  of  this  plan,  that  if  it 
fhould  now  be  carried  into  execution,  and  become  the  fyftem  to  which  both  countries  Ihall  be 
bound  hereafter  to  conform,  it  will  fecure  them  in  future  from  thofe  unpleafant  contefts,  to 
which,  in  purfuit  of  their  refpeftive  interefts,  they  may  otherwife  be  expofed ;  and  your  Ma- 
jefty,  as  fovercign  of  the  two  kingdoms,  will  be  relieved  from  the  difagreeable  fiipation  of  hav- 
ing laws  prefented  to  you  by  their  rcfpeftivc  Houfcs  of  Parliament,  for  your  royal  aflent, 
which,  though  beneficial  to  one  of  your  kingdoms,  may,  in  their  operation,  be  highly  detri* 
mental  to  the  interefts  of  the  other. 

**  The  committiee  humbly  take  leave  to  refer  your  Majefty  to  the  infortqation  given  by  the 
merchants  and'manufaAurers,  for  what  relates  to  the  particular  branches  of  commerce  in 
which  they  are  refpeftively  engaged,  and  to  the  obfervations  made  thereon.  They  think  it 
right,  however,  in  general  to  obferve,  that  the  duties  intended  to.be  impofed,  according  to 
^  the  propofed  plan,'on  the  importation  into  Great  Britaii^  of  goods,  the  growth  and  manufac- 
ture of  Ireland,  appear  to  them  to  be  a  fufficient  preference  in  the  home  market,  which  is  the 
..only  objeftat  prefent  to  be  confidered ;  for  Ireland,  as  well  as  Great  Britain,  has  already  a 
right  to.  fupply  its  own.  market,  and  the  markets  of  foreign  countries,  with  any  goods  of  its 
growth  and  manufaaur^,  fubj^ft  only  to  fuch  duties  and  reftriftions  as  its  own  legiflature  (hall 
think  proper  to  impofc. 

**  The  duties  impofed  by  this  plan  on  woollen  goods  imported  from  Ireland,  will  be  lower 
than  thofe  on  any  other  article  of  Irifh  growtli  or  manufaflure,  being  about  6d.  per  yard  on 
old  drapery,  and  ad.  on  new;  which  is,  on  an  average,  not  more  than  five  per  cent. ;  and  yet 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  in  this  branch  of  commerce,  whom  the  committee  have  ex- 
amined, appear  by  their  evidence  to  have  very  little  apprehenfion  of  a  competition.  The 
duties  on  the  importation  of  all  other  goods  of  the  growth  and  manufafturc  of  Ireh»d  into 
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1785  cfctf  kingdom,  wflU  according  ta  the  propoicd  plan,  be  at  Icafl  ten  per  cent,  and  on  fome  arti- 
clef  confiderably  more,  which,  with  the  charge  of  freight^  infarance,  commi^on,  and  port 
cbarget,  wHl,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  be  amply  fofficient  to  fecare  a  doe  prefer- 
ence to  the  fubjeAs  of  Great  Briuin  in  their  own  market ;  efpecially  if  we  add  to  what  has 
been  already  mentioned,  the  ikiil  o{  eftabli(hed  manofadares,  and  the  advantages  arifing  from 
long  credit  and  great  capitals  :  and  It  oogfat  to  be  confidered,  that  if  the  Irilh  (hoold  be  able  to 
extend  their  trade  in  fome  branches  of  manofadure,  which  will  probably  at  firfl  be  of  inferior 
kinds,  where  labour  rather  than  (kill  is  required,  the  Britiib  trader  in  retorn  will  have  his  ad« 
vantage  in  the  fnperior  articles  of  manafadnre,  for  which,  by  his  ikiU  and  experience,  be 
may  be  better  qualified ;  which  advantage  the  propofed  plan  will  fecure  to  him  againft  the 
non^importation  s^reements,  or  any  new  laws  that  might  be  otherwife  made  to  his  detriment. 
And  as  the  people  of  Ireland  increafe  in  wealth,  in  confequence  of  the  extenfion  thus  given  to 
their  commerce,  the  fubjeQs  of  Great  Britain  will  neceflarily  derive  advantages  from  it,  by  the 
larger  iaie  of  thofe  commodities  in  which  they  particularly  excel. 

^'  The  committee  have  alfo  taken  into  confideration  the  fecond  queftion  referred  to  them 
by  your  Majefty,  viz.  what  preferences  are  now  given  to  tlie  importation  of  any  article,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufaAure  of  Ireland,  by  any  duty  or  prohibition  on  the  importation, 
ufe,  or  ^le  of  the  like  articles  from  foreign  parts ;  and  how  far  it  may  be  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain  in  future  to  continue  or  to  dixtv  the  fame* 

**  For  their  information  on  this  head,  the  committee  called  for  two  accounts,  which  have 
been  prefented  to  them  by  the  commiflioners  of  your  Majefty's  cuftoms  in  England.  The 
lirft  account  ftates  the  preference  given  to  the  linen  manufadurers  of  Ireland,  on  exportation 
from  Great  Britain,  over  that  of  foreign  countries.  On  Iri(h  linen,  under  5d.  a  yard,  from 
Great  Britain  to  Africa,  America,  Spain,  Portugal,  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  or  the  Eaft  Indies, 
a  bounty  of  one^halfpenny  per  yard  is  given;  of  the  value  of  5d.  and  under  6d.  a  bounty  of 
one  penny  per  yard ;  of  the  value  of  6d.  and  under  ts.  6d.  a  bounty  of  three  halfpence  per  yard. 
The  fecond  account  ftates  the  articles  of  Irifli  produce,  that  are  favoured  in  the  duties  on  im« 
portation  into  Great  Britain  :  the  articles  are  proviiions,  cattle,  ikins,  hides,  cable  and  cord- 
age, flax  and  hemp,  fail  cloth  and  canvas,  iron,  pitch,  tar  and  rofin,  rape  feed  and  cakes, 
wood  and  yam.  Almoft  all  of  thefe  are  imported  free,  or  with  only  a  fmall  duty ;  while  from 
France,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  fome  are  prohibited,  and  many  of  them  fubjeded  to  very 
high  duties* 

«*  On  confidering  the  feveral  articles  of  Irifli  growth  and  manufacture,  to  which,  according 
to  the  foregoing  accounts,  preferences  are  given,  it  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that 
there  is  any  reafon  for  altering  the  fame :  according  to  the  true  principles  of  reciprocity,  the 
Irifh  ought  to  grant  the  fame  bounty  on  Britifli  linen  exported  from  Ireland,  as  is  now  paid 
on  Irilh  linen  exported  from  Great  Britain.  It  would  be  very  inconvenient,  and  even  detri- 
mental to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  in  its  intercourfe  with  foreign  nations,  to  fay,  that 
thefe  preferences  (hould  at  no  time  and  in  no  refpeCl  be  altered  ;  but  the  committee  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  fome  fufficient  preference  fhould  always  be  given  to  the  foregoing  articles,  being 
tlie  growth  or  manufacture  of  Ireland,  on  their  importation,  ufe,  or  fale  in  Great  Britain." 

In  the  mean  time,  the  merchants  and  manufaAurers  who  had  been  examined  before  the 
committee,  joined  by  great  numbers  of  others  from  every  part  of  the  nation,  met  together  for 
the  purpofe  pf  taking  the  Irilh  propofitions  into  their  confiderationi.  During  the  courfe  of 
their  ^oceedings  it  appeared,  that  the  opinions  of  the  former  by  no  means  coincided  with  the 
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1785  inferences  which  bad  been  drawn  from  their  exanviHatiQn  in  the  report  laid  before  Parlianient. 
This  circumftance  muft  appear  the  more  lingular,  as  many  of  the  perf^ns  examined  were  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  individuals  in  both  cafes.  This  difference,  however,  may  in  fpaie  degree  be 
reconciled  if  wc  confider,  that  in  tlie  iirft  cafe  the  qucft ions  we r^  prepared  by  the  reporters, 
who  muft  be  reprcfented,  whatever  impartiality  or  reflituJe  we  may  chufe  to  afcribe  to  them, 
as  having  a  fpcciiic  fyflcm  to  vindicate.  In  the  other  cafe,  the  witneflcs  prefented  themfclves 
at  the  bar  of  a  mixed  aflfembly  :  they  were  examined  by  perfons  of  various  defcriptions  ;  fomc 
who  coafidered  thcmfclves  as  pledged  for  the  propofed  fyftem,  fome  who  warmly  interefted 
thcmfelves  in  its  overthrow  and  annihilation,  and  a  few  who,  unwarped  by  any  previous  fen- 
timents,  were  defirous  to  deduce  their  opinion  from  the  refult  of  the  whole-  Many  of  the 
perfons  examined  were  men  of  acknowledged  opulence,  integrity,  and  commercial  knowledge; 
among  them  were  Mr,  Wedgewood,  of  Staffordfhire ;  Meffrs.  Walker,  Richardfon  a«d  Peele, 
of  Manchefter;  Mr,  Robertfon,  of  Glafgow,  and  Mr.  Gibbons,  of  Briftol. 

The' number  of^petitioiVs  prefentedagainft  the  Irifh  proportions,  amounted  in  the  whole  to 
upwards  of  fixty.  They  wens  fent  up  to  Parliament  from  almoft  every  q^jarter  of  the  king- 
dom, and  there  was  fcarcely  a  finglc  fpecics  of  manufacture  or  merchandize,  upon  the  fubjeft 
of  which  the  perfons  pecuHarly  interefted  did  not  appear  to  have  conceived  a  confiderabie  de- 
gree of  alarm,  ^ 

During  the  months  of  March,  April  ^nd  May,  tlic  Houfe  of  Commons  was  occupied  in 
receiving  the  petitions  and  liearlng  the  evidence  of  manufasfturers  and  merchants  of  cveiy  de- 
fcription.  This  laborious  and  minute  Hlode  of  invefiigation  being  compleated,  on  the  12th 
of  May  the  propofitioxis  were  again  brOiight  forward  by  Mr.  Pitt,  with  many  amendments, 
variations  and  additions*  To  the  original  fet  of  proportions,  ten  new  ones  were  added,  fome 
of  them  only  fupplemcntai  to,  and  ei^lanatory  of  the  former,  while  fome  of  them  contained 
much  new  and  important  matter.  Wb  (hall,  therefore,  infert  them  in  their  enlarged  flate,  and 
as  they  were  finally  returned  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland » 

•*  I.  That  it  is  highly  important  to  the  interefts  of  both  countries,  that  the  commerce, 
between  Great  Britain  and   Ireland  (hould  be  finally  regulated  on  permanent  and  equitable 
principles,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  countries* 

*'  II.  That  a  full  participation  of  commercial  advantages  Ihould  be  pormanenily  Secured  to 
Ireland,  wlienever  a  provifion  equally  permanent  and  fccure,  Ihall  be  made  by  the  Parliament 
of  that  kingdoia,  towards  defraying,  in  proportion  to  its  growing  profperity,  the  neceflary 
c^pences^  in  time  of  peace,  of  protecting  the  trade  and  general  interefts  of  the  empire. 

«*  III.  That  towards  carrying  into  full  effeft  fo  defirable  a  fettlcment,  it  is  fit  and  proper  that 
all  articles,  not  the  growthor  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  except  thofe  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  tnanufaAure  of  any  of  tlie  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to. 
the  Streights  of  Magellan,  ihould  be  imported  into  each  kingdom  from  the  other  reciprocally, 
under  the  fame  regulations,  and  at  tlie  fame  duties  (if  fubjeft  to  duties}  to  which  they  would 
be  liable,  when  imported  direftly  from  the  country  or  place  from  whence  the  fame  may  have 
been  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  refpeftively,  as  the  cafe  may  be ;  and  that  all  duties 
originally  paid  on  importation  into  either  country  refpeftively,  except  on  arrack  and  foreign 
brandy,  and  on  rum,  and  all  forts  of  ftrong  waters  not  imported  from  the  Brttilh  colonies  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  fhall  be  fully,  drawn  back  on  exportation  to  the  other.  But,  neverthelcfs, 
that  the  duties  (hall  continue  to  be  protefted  and  guarded,  as  at  prefent,  by  withholding  the 
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1785  drawback,  until  a  certificate  from  the  proper  officers  of  the  revenue  in  the  kingdom  to  wblchr 
the  export  may  be  made,  Ihall  be  returned  and  compared  with  the  entry  outwards. 

•*  IV.  That  it  is  highly  important  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  Britilh  empire,  that  the 
laws  for  regulating  trade  and  navigation  (hould  be  the  fame  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;.  and» 
therefore,  that  it  is  eflential  towards  carrying  into  effeft  the  prefcnt  fettlement,  that  all  laws 
which  have  been  made,  or  fhall  be  made  in  Great  Britain,  for  fecuring  exclufive  privileges  to 
thelhipsand  mariners  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations,  and 
for  regulating  and  reftraining  the  trade  of  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations ;  foch  laws  im<- 
pofing  the  famereftraints,  and  conferring  the  fame  benefits  on  the  fubjefts  of  both  kingdoms, 
(hould  be  in  force  in  Ireland,  by  laws  to  be  palfed  by  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom  for  the 
fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  Great  Britain. 

"  V.  That  it  is  further  eflential  to  this  fettlement,  that  all  goods  and  commodities  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  Britifh  or  foreign  colonies  in  America  or  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  the  Britifh  or  foreign  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  imported  into  Ireland,, 
fhould,  on  importation,  be  fubje£t  to  the  fame  duties  and  regulations,  as  the  like  goods  are, 
or  from  ,time  to  time  fhall  be  fubjeft  to,  upon  importation  into  Great  Britain ;  or  if  prohibited 
from  being  imported  into  Great  Britain,  fhall  in  like  manner  be  prohibited  from  being  import* 
ed  into  Ireland. 

•'  VI.  That  in  order  to  prevent  illicit  praftices,  injurious  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of 
both  kingdoms,  it  is  expedient  that  all  goods,  whether  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac« 
turc  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  foreign  country,  which  fhall  be  hereafter  imported 
into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland,  or  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  fhould  be  put,  by  laws 
to  be  paflcd  in  the  Parliaments  of  the  two  kingdoms,  under  the  fame  regulations  with  refpeft 
to  bonds,  cockets,  and  other  inftruments,  to  which  the  like  goods  are  now  fubjeft  in  pafling 
from  one  port  of  Great  Britain  to  another^ 

"  VIL  That  for  the  like  purpofc,  it  is  alfo  cxpcdiciit  that,  when  any  goods,  the  growth,, 
produce,  or  manufafture  of  the  Britifh  Weft  India  iflands,  or  any  other  of  tlie  Britifh  colo- 
nies or  Plantations,  fhall  be  fhipped  from  Ireland  for  Great  Britain,  they  fhould  be  accom-^ 
panied  with  fuch  original  certificates  of  the  revenue  officers  of  the  faid  colonies,  as  fhall  be  re* 
quired  by  the  law  on  importation  into  Great  Britain ;  and  that  when  the  whole  quantity,  in- 
cluded in  one  certificate,  fhall  not  be  fhipped  at  any  one  time,  the  original  certificate,  proper- 
ly indorfed  as  to  quantity,  fhould  be  fent  with  the  firft  parcel ;  and  to  identify  the  remainder, 
if  fhipped  at  any  future  period,  new  certificates  fhould  be  granted  by  the  principal  officers  of 
the  ports  in  Ireland,  extrafted  from  a  regifter  of  the  original  document,  fpccifying  the  quan- 
tities before  fhipped  from  thence,  by  what  vefTels  and  to  what  ports. 

**  Vill.  That  it  is  efTential  for  carrying  into  cfFeft  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  all  goods 
exported  from  Ireland  to  the  Britilh  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  in  America,  or  to  the 
Britifh  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  fhould,  from  time  to  time,,  be  made  liable  to  fuch 
duties  and  drawbacks,  an4  put  under  fuch  regulations  as  may  be  necef&ry,.  in  order  that  the 
fame  may  not  be  exported  with  lefs  incumbrance  of  duties  or  impofition  than  the  like  goods 
(hall  be  burthcned  with  when  exported  from  Great  Britain*  -       . 

'•  IX.  That  it  is  effential  to  the  general  commercial  interells  of  the  empire,  that  fo  long  as 
the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom  fhall  think  it  advifeable  that  the  commerce  to  the  countries  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  fhall  be  carried  on  folely  by  an  exclufive  company,  having  liberty 
to  import  into  the  port  of  London  only,  no  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
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1785  any  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Ihould  be  importable  into  Ireland  from  any 
foreign  country,  or  from  any  fettlement  in  the  Eaft  Indies  belonging  to  any  fuch  foreign 
country ;  and  that  no  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafturc  of  the  faid  countries, 
fhould  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  Ireland  but  through  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  fliall  be  law- 
ful to  export  fuch  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  any  of  the  countries  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland, 
with  the  fame  duties  retained  thereon  as  arc  now  retained  on  their  being  exported  to  that  king- 
dom  ;  but  that  an  account  (hall  be  kept  of  the  duties  retained,  and  the  net  drawback  on  the 
faid  goods  imported  to  Ireland ;  and  the  amount  thereof  fhall  be  remitted  by  the  receiver  ge- 
neral of  his  Majefty's  cuAoms  in  Great  Britain  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland, 
to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  his  Majefty's  revenue  there,  fubjeft  to  the  difpofal  of  the  Par- 
liament of  that  kingdom ;  and  that  whenever  the  commerce  to  the  faid  countries  fhall  ceafe  to 
be  carried  on  by  an  cxclufive  company,  in  the  goods  of  the  produce  of  countries  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  the  goods  fhould  be  importable  into  Ireland 
from  countries  from  which  they  may  be  importable  into  Great  Breat  Britain  and  no  other ; 
and  that  no  velTel  fbould  be  cleared  out  from  Ireland,  for  any  part  of  the  countries  from  the 
^ape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  but  fuch  as  fhall  be  freighted  in  Ireland  by 
the  faid  exclufive  company,  and  fhall  have  failed  from  the  port  of  London  ;  and  that  the  fliips 
going  from  Great  Britain  to  any  of  the  faid  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  fhould 
not  be  refirained  from  touchrng  at  any  of  the  ports  in  Ireland,  and  taking  on  board  there  any 
of  the  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  t|pit  kingdom. 

**  X«  That  no  prohibition  fhould  exift,.  in  either  country,  againft  the  importation,  ufe,  or 
ialc  of  any  article,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  the  other,  except  fuch  as  either 
kingdom  may  judge  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  upon  com,  meal,  malt,  fiour  and  bifcuits  ;• 
and  except  fuch  qualified  prohibitions  at  prefent  contained  in  any  a6l  of  the  Britifh  oclrifh 
Parliament,  as  do  not  abfolutely  prevent  the  importation  of  goods  or  manufaAures,  or  mate- 
rials of  manufactures,  but  only  regulate  the  weight,  the  (ize,  the  packages,  or  other  particular 
circumftances ;  or  prefcribe  the  build  or  country,,  anddimeniions  of  the  fhip  importing  the 
fame ;  and  alfo  except  on  arms>  ammunition^  gunpowder,  and  other  utenfils  of  war^  import- 
able only  by  virtue  of  his  Majefty's  licence;  and  that  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  every 
&ch  article,  f if  fubjeft  to  duty  in  either  country)  fhould  be  precifely  the  fame  in  one  country 
as  in  the  otber^  except  where  an  addition  may  be  necefTary  in  eitHer  country,  in  confequcncc 
of  an  internal  duty  on  any  fuch  article  of  its  own  confumption,  or  in  confeqlience  of  internal 
bounties  in  the  country  where  fuch  article  is  grown,  produced,  or  manufactured,  and  except 
fuch  duties  as  either  kingdom  may  judge  expedient,.from.  time  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  ilour^ 
maltand  bifcuits. 

*^  XL  That  in  all  cafes,  where  the  duties  on  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  either  country,  are  different  on  the  importation  into  the  other,  it  is  expedient  that  they 
fhould  be  reduced,  in  the  kingdom  where  they  are  the  higheft,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  the 
amount  payable  in  the  other ;  fo  that  the  fame  fhall  not  be  lefs  than  ten  and  an  half  per  c  nt. 
where  any  article  was  charged  with  a  duty  on  importation  into  Ireland  often  and  an  half  per 
cent,  or  upwards,  previous  to  the  17th  day  of  May,  1782;  and  that  all  fuch  articles  fliould 
be  exportable,  from  the  kingdom  into  which  they  fhall  be  imported,  as  frcQ  from  duty  as  the 
limilar  commodities  or  home  manufactures  of  the  fame  kingdom. 

**  Xlk  That  it  is  alfo  proper,  that  in  all  cafes  where  the  articles  of  the  confumption  of 
either  kingdom  fhall  be  charged,  with  an  internal. duty  on  the  manufacture,   the  faid  mafiufac- 
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adequate  to  countervail  the  internal  duty  on  the  manufadure,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  duties  now 
charged  thereon  ;  fuch  further  duty  to  continue  fo  long  only  as  the  internal  confumption  Ihall 
be  charged  with  the  duty  or  duties  to  balance  which  it  (hall  be  impofed  ;  and  that,  where  there 
is  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  the  raw  material  of  any  manufadure  in  one  kingdom  greater 
thianihe  like  dmy  on  raw  materials  in  the  other,  fuch  manufadure  may,  on  its  importation 
into  the  other  kingdom,  be  charged  with  fuch  a  countervailing  duty,  as  may  be  fuflicient  to 
fubjeft  the  fame,  fo  imported,  to  burdens  adequate  to  thofe  which  the  manufacture  compofed 
of  the  like  raw  material  is  fubjeft  to,  in  confequence  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  fuch  ma- 
terial in  the  kingdom  into  which  fuch  manufacture  is  fo  imported;  and  the  faid  manufacture 
fo  imported,  (hall  be  entitled  to  fuch  drawbacks  or  bounties  on  exportation,  as^may  leave  the 
fame  fubjt^Ct  to  no  heavier  burden  than  the  home-made  manufadure. 

**  XIII.  That,  in  order  to  give  permanency  to  the  fettlement  now  intended  to  bee(babli(h« 
ed,  it  is  nece(lary  that  no  new  or  additional  duties  (hould  be  hereafter  impofed,  in  cither kihg- 
dorti,  on  die  imponation  of  any  article  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  other; 
except  fuch  additional  duties  as  may  be  requifite  to  balance  the  duties  on  internal  confumption, 
purfuant  to  the  foregoing  refolution,  or  in  confequence  of  bounties  remaining  on  fuch  articles 
when  exporte-d  from  the  other  kingdom. 

*•  XIV.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  is  ncte(ntTy  further,  that  no  prohibition,  orncw  or 
additional  dudes,  (hall  be  bereafter  itnpofed  in  either  kirigdom,  on  the  exportation  of  any 
article  of  native  growth,  pf^ude,  or  manufacture,  from  one  kingdom  to  the  other,  except 
fuch  as  either  kingdom  may  deem  expedient  from  time  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  malt^  dour 
ftnd  bifcuits. 

**  XV,  That  for  the  fame  purpofc,  it  is  ncceflary  that  no  bounties  whatever  (hould  be  p^id 
er  payable  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  to  the  other,  except  fuch  as 
telate  to  corn,  meal,  malt.  Hour  and  bifcuits,  and  except  alfo  the  bounties  at  prcfent  given  by 
Grsat  Britain  on  beer  and  fpirits  diililled  from  corn,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  nature  of  draw- 
backs or  compenfalions  for  duties  paid  ;  and  that  no  bounty  (hould  be  payable  on  the  expor- 
tation of  any  article  to  any  Britilh  colonies  or  plantations,  or  to  the  Briti(h  fcttleroents  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  <^r  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  imported  from  the  Britifh  plantations,  or 
from  the  Briti(h  fcttlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  Britilh  fettlemcnts  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or 
any  manufacture  made  of  fuch  article,  unlefs  in  cafes  where  a  fimilar  bounty  is  payable  in 
Gieat  Britain,  on  exportation  from  thence,  or  where  fuch  bounty  is  merely  in  the  nature  of 
a  drawback  or  compenfation  of  or  for  duties  paid,  over  and  above  any  duties  paid  thereon  in 
Great  Britain ;  and  where  any  internal  bounty  (hall  be  given  in  either  kingdom,  on  any 
goods  manufactured  therein,  and  (hall  .remain  on  fuch  goods  when  exported,  a  countervail- 
ing duty,  adequate  thereto,  may  be  laid  upofi  the  importation  of  the  faid  goods  into  tlie  other 
kingdom. 

•*  X  VL  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  the  importation 
of  articles  from  foreign  countries  (ho^ild  be  regulated  from  time  to  time  in  each  kingdom,  on 
fuch  terms  as  may  effectually  favour  the  importation  of  (imilar  articles  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  other,  except  in  the  cafes  of  materials  of  manufactures,  which  are,  or 
hereaftcr.may  be  allowed  to  be  imported  from  foreign  countMcs,  duty  free;  and  that  in  all 
cafes  where  any  articles  are  or  may  be  fubjeCt^o  higher  duties  on  iraportotion  into  this  king- 
dom, from  the  countries  l^elonging  to  any  of  the  States  of  North  America,  than  the  like  goocjs 
arc  or  may  be  fubjeCt  to  when  imported  as  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  Britifh 
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articles  fhall  be  fubjeft  to  the  fame  duties  on  importation  into  Ireland,  from  the  countries  be- 
longing to  any  of  the  States  of  North  America,  as  the  fame  arc  or  may  be  fubj^A  lo  on  im- 
portation from  the  faid  countries  into  this  kingdom. 

**  XVII.  That  it  is  expedient  that  meafures  Ihould  be  taken  to  prevent  difputes  touching 
the  exercife  of  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  kingdom  to  fifh  on  the  coad  of  any  part  of 
the  Britifh  dominions. 

**  XVIII.  That  It  is  expedient  that  foch  privileges  of  printing  and  vending  books  as  are  or 
may  be  legally  pofleflcd  within  Great  Britain,  under  the  grant  of  the  crown  or  otherwifc,  and 
the  copy-rights  of  the  authors  and  bookfellcrs  of  Great  Britain,  fliould  continue  no  be  prote£l- 
cd  in  the  manner  they  are  at  prefent  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  it  is  juft  that  mea- 
fures Ihould  be  taken  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  for  giving  the  like  protcftion  to  the  copy- 
ri^'ht  "of  the  authors  and  bookfellers  of  that  kingdom. 

"  XIX.  That  it  is  expedient  that  regulations  fhould  be  adopted  with  refpeft  to  patents,  to 
be  hereafter  granted,  for  the  encouragement  of  new  inventions,  fo  that  tlic  rights,  privileges 
•and  feftriQions  thereon  granted  and  contained,  (hail  be  of  equal  duration  and  force  throughout 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

"  XX.  That  the  appropriation  of  whatever  fum  the  grofs  hereditary  revenue  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  (the  due  colleAion  thereof  being  fecured  by  permanent  provjiions)  (h^ll  pro- 
duce, after  dedufling  all  drawbacks,  re-paymcnts,  or  bounties  granted  rn  the  nature  of  draw- 
backs, over  and  above  tlie  fum  of  656,000!.  in  each  year,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  naval 
force  of  the  empire,  to  be  applied  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  fl^^Il  dir^ft,  by 
an  a£l  to  be  paflcd  for  that  purpofe,  will  be  a  fatisfadory  prQvilion»  proportioniBd  to  the  grow- 
ing pro  fperity  of  that  kingdom,  towards  defraying,  in  time  of  pef^ce,  the  necefTa^^y  expences  of 
protefting  the  trade  and  general  interefls  of  the  empire. 

The  chief  objeft  of  the  additional  propofitions,  was  to  provide,  flrft.  That  wh^jevcr  navi- 
gation laws  the  Britilh  Parliament  fhould  hereafter  find  .  it  netcflTary  to  cnaft  for  the  p^eferva- 
tion  of  the  marine,  the  fame  (hould  be  palTed  by  the  legiflature  of  Ireland.  Secpiidly»  Againft 
the  importing  into  Ireland,  attd  from  thence  into  Great  Britain,  of  any  other  Weft  India  mer- 
chandizes than  fuch  as  were  the  produce  of  our  own  colonies;'  and  thirdly,  That  Ireland 
fhould  debar  itfclf  from  trading  to  any  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Gopd  Hope  to  the 
Streights  of  Magellan,  fo  long  as  it  fhould  be  thought  nccefTary  to  continue  the  charter  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company. 

In  the  courfc  of  the  debates  upon  the  propofkions  as  tliey  ftood  with  tUefe  amgiidments  and 
additions,  that  which  met  with  the  moft  vigorous  oppofition,  in4ependejH  of  fuch  general 
reafonihg  as  went  againfl  the  fyftem  altogether,  wa^  tb«  fourth  \t%  which  Great  Brij^in,  it  was 
aflTerted,  affumed  both  a  prefent  and  future  power  to  bind  Ir^l^nd  by  fuch  afts  a^ /he- fhould 
pafs  relative  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  both  kingdoms.  Thi^  wifis  ftat^d  to  be  in  dircft 
oppofition  to  what  had  been  folemnly  flipulated  betwrxt  the  two  kingdoms  ;  n;imejy,  tkat  Ire- 
land was  in  future  only  to  be  bound  by  her  own  flatutes, — that  it  was  a  refuoppiion  of  the 
right  of  legiflating  for  Ireland,  which  this  country  bad  r€nounced4 — th^t  it  was  bartcr>ing  the 
liberties  of  Ireland  for  the  advantages  held  ouit  to  that  kingdotti  by  the  fyft^w  ik>w  prppofed, 
and  thereby  purchafing  Irifti  flavery  at  the  expencc  of  Englilh  con^i^iprcp. 

With  refpeft  to  the  lafl  propofition,  whkh  fiipulared,  that  whenever  tbflw  (hpiiU  la^  a  fur- 
'        plus  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland^  over  and  above  tlae  fjoca  of  6561,0001.  {j^sihi\tf9iA%  jStf>uld  be 
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penfation  for  advantages  voluntarily  refigncd  by  Great  Britain,  nothing  could  be  more  falla- 
cious, the  prcicnt  net  revenue  of  that  kingdom  being  little  more  than  333,oobl.  and  therefore 
little  more  than  half  the  ftipulated  fum,  over  and  above  which  the  furplus  only  was  to  be  ap- 
plied in  aid  of  the  pu  li    revenue  of  this  country. 

The  arguments  which  were  offered  generally  and  againft  the  whole  of  the  propofcd  fyftem, 
went  chiefly  upon  the  fuppofed  injury  which  the  manufaftures  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
would  fuftain  from  it :  the  former,  from  the  comparative  fmall  price  of  labour  in  Ireland, 
which  alone,  it  was  contended,  would  foon  enable  that  kingdom  to  underfell  us  both  at  home 
and  abroad ;  the  latter,  from  the  facility  witli  which  it  was  well  known  the  revenue  lav/s  in 
Ireland  were  evaded. 

The  impoflibiiity  of  preventing  the  clandeftine  importation  of  a  variety  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant articles,  was  ftrongly  infilled  on;  and  it  was  added,  that  the  competition  which  would 
arife  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which  fhould  fell  cheapell,  would,  ofcourfe,  encreafe  the 
evil:  finally,  it  was  argued,  that  fuch  was  the  nature  of  the  propofitions,  that  in  whatever 
proportion  one  country  might  benefit  from  them,  in  the  very  fame  degree  the  other  would  be- 
come a  lofer. 

In  favour  of  the  fyflem  it  was  argued,  that  it  was  a  meafure  of  abfolute  neceflity,  in  order  xo 
put  an  end  to  the  difcontents  which  prevailed  to  fo  alarming  a  degree  in  the  fifter  kingdom*— 
That  if  the  prefent  propofitions  were  not  pailcd  into  a  law,  all  that  had  already  been  done  in 
favour  of  Ireland  would  prove  nugatory,  as  it  was  clearly  inadequate  to  the  expeAations  of  that 
country. 

That  with  refpeft  to  the  fourth  propofition,  it  was  a  condition  which  the  fafety  of  our  own 
navigation  laws  made  it  neceilary  to  annex  to  the  boon  granted  to  Ireland.  That  it  was  illi- 
beral to  infer  from  hence,  that  the  Britilh  legiflature  had  any  views  of  trenching  on  the  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland,  fince  it  left  to  that  kingdom  the  option  of  taking  or  xefufing  the  advan- 
tages held  out  to  her  fubjed  to  fuch  a  condition.  That  the  condition  itfelf  was  fuch  as  had 
frequently  been  adopted  in  the  negotiations  of  independent  dates,  as  in  tlie  late  treaty  between 
this  kingdom  and  France,  when  the  latter  bound  herfelf  to  publilh  certain  edifts,  as  foon  as 
other  edids  ftipulated  on  our  part,  were  puWiflied  by  this  country. 

With  refpeft  to  the  difadvantages  which  it  had  been  fuppofed  our  manufafturers  would  have 
to  encounter  from  the  comparative  fmall  price  of  labour  in.  Ireland,  it  was  faid,  that  fuch  a 
mifapprehenfion  arofe  from  a  mifconception  of  the  real  faft.  That  the  wages  of  artizans  and 
xnanufa£turers,  although  not  of  common  labourers,  were  higher  there  than  in  this  country, 
and  therefore  there  was  little  likelihood  of  their  being  able  to  underfel  us  on  that  ground :  nor 
could  our  commerce  be  in  any  danger  from  the  reafons  which  had  been  alleged,  fince  the  pro- 
vifions  and  reftriftions,  contained  in  the  propofitions,  were  fuificient  as  well  to  prevent  any 
clandeftine  importation  of  foreign  goods  into  Ireland,  as  to  infure  the  duties  payable  on  all 
fiich  as  might  be  legally  imported. 

It  was  alfo  urged,  that  when  the  principle  of  the  compenfation  on  the  part  of  Ireland  was 
obje£ted  to,  it  (hould  be  remembered  that,  in  all  the  former  proceedings  on  making  concef- 
fions  to  Ireland,  it  was  the  univerfal  ground  of  dbje£tion,  that  Ireland  did  not  bear  any  pro- 
portion of  the  expences  incurred  in  the  expenditure  for  the  general  prote£lion  of  the  empire ; 
but,  at  prefent,  Ireland  was  willing  to  provQ,  that  fhe  did  not  demand  a  participation  of  our 
eommexcial  advantages,  without  contributing,  in  an  adequate  proportion,  to  the  expenses  in- 
curred 
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former  times,  have  appropriated  any  particular  part  of  her  revenue  for  naval  purpoies.  One 
great  fource  of  wealth  was  denied  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  in  the  colonial  trade, 
which  was  conlidered  as  a  peculium  of  the  Britifh  commerce.  The  contrary,  however,  was 
now  the  cafe  ;  and  while  a  certain  fpecific  appropriation  fhould  be  made  for  public  purpofes, 
there  was  no  exclufion  of  the  cxercife  of  generofity  and  liberality  in  the  Irifh  Parliament, 
whenever  the  unforefcen  events  or  the  natural  contingencies  of  a  war  might  call  for  it.  As  to 
the  hereditary  revenue,  it  was  infilled  that  its  increafe  had  borne,  and  might  be  expefted  to 
continue  to  bear,  an  exaft  proportion  to  the  increafing  wealth  and  opulence  of  the  country.— 
As  to  the  grant  of  the  furplus  above  656,0001.  it  is  certainly  a  diminution  of  the  royal  power 
and  property,  and  has  been  liberally  conceded  to  ftrengthen  the  whole  empire  by  a  great  com- 
mercial adjuftment  between  thefe  two  kingdoms.  In  fhort,  it  was  infilled  by  the  friends  to 
the  propofitions,  that,  on  a  fair  and  attentive  examination  of  their  principles,  they  would  ap- 
pear to  be,  firft,  to  encourage  and  extend,  as  much  as  pofiible,  the  trade  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  on  permanent  and  equitable  principles  ;  fecondly,  that  the  inhabitants  of  each 
fhould  trade  to  and  from  the  Britifh  colonies,  fettlcments,  and  dominions,  in  every  part  of 
the  globe,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  planted  or  acquired,  on  equal  terms,  both  by  direct  and  cir- 
cuitous voyages. 

The  propositions,  after  having  been  agitated  upwards  of  three  months,  and  after  having  re- 
ceived a  variety  of  amendments  and  alterations,  finally  palled  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  a  large 
inajority  ;  and,  on  the  30th  of  May,  were  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  They  here  again 
encountered  a  very  fpirited  oppofition,  and  received  fome  amendments,  though  by  no  means 
of  a  material  nature. 

The  propofitions  having  thus  pafied  both  Houfes,  a  bill  founded  on  them  was  brought  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  was  read  the  firft  time  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  feffion,  and  was  followed  by  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  by  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  wherein  they  acquainted  him  with  what  they  had  done  in  this  bufinefs  ;  adding, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  it  remained  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  judge  of  the  conditions  ac- 
cording to  their  wifdom  and  difcretion,  as  well  as  of  every  other  part  of  the  fettlement  propo- 
fed  to  be  eftablifhed  by  mutual  confent. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Auguft,  the  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  moved  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  that  kingdom  to  bring  in  a  bill  corrcfpondent  to  that  moved  by  the  Englifii 
minifter.  The  debates  on  this  occafion  were  long  and  animated.  Whatever  had  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  infringing  on  the  legiflative  independence  of  Ireland,  was  oppofed  in  terms  of 
the  higheft  difapprobation.  The  perpetual  difpofition  of  her  hereditary  revenue  by  the  laft 
propofitioD, — the  furrender  of  her  commercial  legtflation  by  the  fourth, — and  the  pcftraint  im«- 
pofed  on  her  firom  trading  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Magellan  by  the 
ninth,  were  put  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  argument  and  eloquence  could  place  them. 

In  favour  of  the  bill  it  was  argued,  that  the  fourth  propofition,  which  had  excited  fo  much 
jealoufy  and  alarm,  could  not,  on  any  fiiir  conftrudion,  be  faid  to  take  from  Ireland  her  right  of 
commerciallegiflation,  any  more  than  the  a6ls  pafied  in  the  years  1779  and  17S2  had  done  before - 
wherein  Ireland  had  ftipulatcd  to  trade  with  the  Britifli  colonies  and  fcttlements  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  Great  Britain  herfelf  traded,  to  adopt  the  fame  reftriflions  and  regulations.  That  in 
the  bill  before  them,  it  was  propofed  to  trade  with  Great  Britain  on  the  fame  principle  ;  the 
liberty  of  either  complying  with  the  conditions,  ox  renouncing  the  agreement  in  toto^  whenever 
Vol.  IV.  4F  the 
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1785  the  conditions  (hoold  be  obnoxious  and  dsflatisfadoiy,  would  be  kft,  bj  the  picfent  bill,  full 
as  moch  in  the  power  of  the  Iri(b  Parliament  as  it  was  by  either  of  the  foregoing  aAs«  The 
only  difference  was,  that,  by  the  former  a£ls,  Ireland  had  fnbfcribed  to  the  commercial  laws 
which  had  been  adopted  by  Great  Britain  for  290  years  back  i  by  the  prefent,  to  fach  as  that 
country  fhoald  bind  itfelf  to  in  fotare;  bat  that  it  would  be  ftill  in  the  power  of  the  Irilh 
Parliament  to  renounce  thefe  laws,  and  the  whole  agreement  together,  whenever  it  thought 
proper*  On  the  other  hand,  the  commeicial  advantages  oiFered  to  Ireland  by  the  bill,  were 
ilated  to  be  very  important ;  the  linen  trade  was  thereby  fecured  to  her  for  ever ;  the  colony 
trade,  through  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,  was  given  her ;  the  Britifli  markets  were  thrown 
open  to  Irilh  manufaAures :  and  again,  as  thefe  manufactures  were  allowed  to  be  re-exported 
from  Great  Briuin,  with  a  drawback  of  all  duties,  the  Iriih  would,  in  effed,  export  on  the 
foundation  of  Britilh  capital,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  left  to  employ  their  own  capital 
in  the  exteniion  of  their  home  manufa&ures. 

The  Houfe  at  length  divided  upon  the  queilion ;  when  there  appeared  for  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill,  127  againil  io8«  So  fmall  a  majority  in  favour  of  fach  an  important  meafure,  was 
coniidev ed  in  the  light  of  a  defeat ;  for  although  Mr.  Orde  afterwards  moved  to  have  the  bill 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  to  be  printed,  he  obferved,  that  having  done  this,  he  did  not  intend 
to  make  any  further  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs  during  the  prefent  feilion.  He  had  refolved  to*» 
wait  till  the  people  had  leifure  to  examine  and  i^nderftaod  it ;  and  though  he  was  induced  to 
fuppofe  that  a  coniiderable  time  would  be  neceflary  for  that  purpofe^  he  entertained  no  doubt, 
but  that  the  more  it  was  underflood,  the  more  it  would  be  found  for  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  the  country,  and  the  Icfs  reafon  would  be  difcovered  to  impute  any  thing  to  it  hoftile  to  the 
conftitution ;  nor  would  he  again  bring  it  forward  at  all,  until  the  nation  in  general  ihould 
grow  into  a  better  liking  of  the  meafure. 

Thus  terminated  the  intended  commercial  arrangement  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
after  having,  for  feven  months,  employed  the  attention  of  both  kingdoms. 

We  have  mentioned,  under  the  preceding  years,  the  plan  formed  for  the  fettlenaent  of  a  con* 
fiiJcrable  number  of  Gcnevefe,  who  had  communicated  their  deiire  to  eftablilh  thcmfelvcs  in 
Ireland.  The  commiflioncrs  who  were  fcnt  to  Dublin  on  this  occafion,  received  the  greateft 
pcrfonal  attention  from  all  ranks  of  people.  Their  requeft  with  refpeA  to  the  admiffion  of 
their  countrymen  into  Ireland,  was  complied  with;  and  a  particular  trad  of  land,  in  the 
county  of  Waterford,  was  fct  apart  for  the  new  fettlers. 

But  notwithAanding  thefe  preparations,  the  whole  fcheme,  in  the  end,  proved  abortive.— 
The  terms  infiftcd  upon  by  the  Genevefe,  previous  to  their  becoming  fubjefts  of  a  new  ftate, 
were,  firft,  that  they  (hould  be  rcprcfented  in  Parliament;  fecondly,  that  they  fliould  be 
forme  j  into  a  diftin£t  corporation  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  they  (hould  be  governed  by  their  own 
laws.  The  firil  of  thefe  conditions  might  have  been  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  fubjeft  to  dif- 
cuflion  ;  but  the  two  laft  were  held  to  be  incompatible  with  the  laws  and  the  conftitutioa  of 
Ireland  ;  and,  as  fuch,  were  totally  rcje£ked. 

This  difagreement  on  thefe  leading  points,  put  an  end  to  all  further  procedure  in  the  bufi- 
nefs* Some  of  the  Genevefe,  however,  tranfported  themfclves  into  Ireland ;  but  they  foon 
found,  by  experience,  that  nothing  was  gained  by  changing  their  (ituation  ;  and  moft  of  them, 
after  a  fhort  ftay,  quitted  the  kingdom.  > 

The  reciprocal  advantages  which  might  have  accrued  to  Ireland  and  the  Genevefe  emigrants 
from  the  propofed  fcttlemcnt,  even  had  it  taken  place  in  the  fulleft  extent,  could  never,  it  is 
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1785  prcfumcd,  have  equalled,  or  been  in  any  degree  proportionable  to  the  (anguine  expeQations 
forae  men  had  been  led  to  form  on  the  fubjeft.  The  Genevefc  being  chiefly  mechanics,  muft 
have  been  ill  fuited,  from  their  former  habits  of  life,  to  the  labour  of  agriculture  ;  and  they 
were  to  be  fettled  in  a  part  of  Ireland  where  their  fubfiftence  would  have  depended  much  more 
upon  thofe  labours,  than  all  the  mechanical  ingenuity  which  they  poHeiTed. 

Early  in  the  preceding  year,  there  had  been  a  grea^  fcarcity  of  provifions  at  Newfoundland ; 
and  at  the  period  when  the  neceflities  of  the  fettlers  were  moft  urgent,  feveral  veffels  arrived 
there  from  America  laden  with  provifions.  On  this  occafion.  Admiral  Campbell,  the  gover- 
nor of  Newfoundland,  was  much  at  a  lofs  how  to  aft :  his  own  opinion  was,  that  the  provi- 
fions might  be  legally  imported, — He,  however  furomoned  a  council,  and  took  the  beft  advic* 
he  could  upon  the  fpot.  The  council  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  with  the  governor  ;  and, 
under  that  fan£)ion,  the  proyifions  were  permitted  to  be  landed.  An  accounjtof  thefe  proceed- 
ings was  tranfmitted  home  by  Admiral  Campbell,  with  a  requifition  of  the  advice  and  autho- 
ritv  of  government  how  to  aft  for  the  future  in  fimilar  cafes  ;  as  it  was  neceflary  to  afcertain 
how  far  any  fubjeft  of  commerce  might  be  legally  imported,  though  in  Britifh  bottoms,  from 
an  independent  ftate,  to  any  of  the  colonies  of  England.  To  fettle  this  point,  a  bill  for  con- 
fining, for  a  limited  time,  the  trade  between  the  ports  of  tlie  United  States  of  America  and  his 
Majefty's  fubjefts  in  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  to  bread,  flour,  and  live-ftock,  to  be  impor- 
ted in  none  but  Britifti-built  fliips,  aftuaUy  belonging  to  Britifli  fubjefts,  &c,  was  brought 
into  Parliament,  as  there  was  a  doubt  whether  the  intcrcourfe  bill  with  the  United  States  ex- 
tended to  this  pbjcft, 

A  difficulty,  however,  was  ftarted  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  urged  with  equal  warmth  and 
perfeverance.  It  was  obferved  that  this  bill  was  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  navigation  laws  of 
this  country,  the  leading  principle  of  \Yhi<^h  was,  that  foreign  produce  could  not  be  imported 
into  the  Britilh  colonies  without  being  previoufly  landed  in  this  kingdom.  It  was  alfo  ob- 
ferved, that  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  the  traders  of  this  country,  were  competent 
-  to  fupply  the  iiland  of  Newfoundland  with  every  thing  that  could  be  obtained  from  the  States 
of  America ;  aiui  that  the  bill  in  queftion  was  founded  in  a  partial  indulgence  to  the  merchants 
of  Poole  and  Dartmouth.  It  was,  at  the  fame  time,  propofed  to  call  in  evidence  to  prove  the 
truth  of  the  lattejr  opinions. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  infifted,  that  the  intercourfe  in  Briti(h  (hips  between  the  ports 
of  Newfoundland  and  thofe  of  the  United  States,  had,  for  the  laft  two  years,  been  aftually 
eftftblifhed  ;  that  though,  ia  a  few  years,  the  exports  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  might  be 
fuflicient  to  fupply  Newfoundland,  they  were  not  then  in  a  condition  to  anfwer  the  urgent 
demands  of  the  prefent  moment ;  and  that  if  England  could  furniOi  grain  at  a  rate  fufficiently 
cheap  for  thp  purpofe,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  Engli(h  merchant  would  have  the  pre- 
ference. The  hearing  of  evidence  was  objefted  to  from  the  urgency  of  the  cafe;  and  the  bill 
finally  received  the  fanftion  of  the  l^giflature* 

In  confequence  of  the  debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  their  fufpicious  appearance,  and  mif- 
chievous  iiifluence  on  the  government  of  the  Carnatic,  the  examination  into  their  nature  and 
circumftanc«s  was  referred,  by  the  reguhtinglnilia  bill  of  tlie  laft  fcffion,  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, as  far  as  the  materials  they  were  in  poflcflion  of  fliould  enable  them  to  do  ;  and  that  they 
'fhould  give  fuch  orders  to  their  prefidencies  and  fervants  abroad,  for  completing  the  inveftiga- 
tion  therepf,  as  the  nature  of  the  queftion  (hall  require  ;  and  for  eftablifhing,  in  concert  with 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot^  foch  funds  for.  the  ^difcharge  of  thofe  debts  which  flxall  appear  to  be  juftly 
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1785  due,  according  to  their  refpeftivc  rights  of  priority,  as  fhall  be  confident  with  the  rights  of 
the  India  Company,  the  fecurity  of  the  creditors,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Nabob. 

The  court  of  direftors,  in  execution  of  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  prepared  orders  to  be 
fent  to  their  council  at  Madras,  in  which,  after  ftating  the  fufpicious  circumftances  under 
which  many  of  the  debts  appeared  to  them  to  have  been  contrafted,  they  direfted  them,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  pofitive  injunftions  of  the  aft,  to  proceed  to  a  more  complete  inveftigation  of  the 
nature  and  origin  thereof.  Thefe  orders  being  communicated  to  the  board  of  controul,  were 
rejeftcd  by  them,  and  a  new  letter  drawn  up,  in  which  the  claims  of  the  creditors  were  all, 
with  fome  little  limitations,  eftablifhed,  and  a  fund  for  their  difcharge  affigned  out  of  the  re- 
venues of  the  Carnatic,  and  the  priority  of  payment  fettled  amongft  the  feveral  clailes  of  cre- 
ditors. At  a  meeting  of  fuch  of  the  Nabob's  creditors  as  were  in  England,  thefe  orders  were 
publicly  read;  and  on  the  ground  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  for  copies  or  extrafls  of  all  letters  or  orders  iflued  by  the  court  of  direftors,  in  purfu-i 
ance  of  the  injunftions  contained  in  the  37th  and  38th  daufes  of  the  regulating  aft  of  the  lait 
feflion. 

In  fupport  of  the  motion,  the  dangerous  confequences  of  fuffering  the  board  of  controul  to 
fupcrfede  the  authority  of  a  pofitive  aft  of  Parliament,  and  the  fufpicious  circumftance  of  its 
clandefline  interference  in  an  enormous  money  tranfaftion,  the  management  of  which  had 
been  exprefsly  delegated  to  other  perfons  by  an  aft  of  the  legiflature,  were  llrongly  infilled  on* 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  aflerted,  that  the  conduft  of  the  board  had  been-  within  the  ilrift 
letter  of  the  ftatute,  infomuch  as  they  were  enabled  by  a  claufe  in  the  aft,  to  originate  orders, 
in  cafes  of  urgent  neceflity,  and  to  direft  their  being  tranfmitted  to  India ;  nor  had  thefe 
orders  been  given  till  after  a  careful  and  fufficient  examination  into  the  fubjeft.  The  motion 
was  rejefted  without  a  divifion  :  a  fimilar  motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and' 
fhared  a  fimilar  fate. 

On  the  loth  of  June,  petitions  were  prefented  to  the  Commons  from  the  merchants  of 
London,  Briftol,  and  GlafgoW,  trading  in  tobacco.  The  objeft  of  the  petitions  was  to  obtain 
a  confolidation  of  the  various  imports  into  one  fpecific  charge,  as  well  as  fome  meafure  to  be 
felcfted  by  the  legiflature  for  the  rcduftion  of  the  exifting  duties,  or  the  fuppreflion  of  illicit 
trade.  In  fupport  of  thefe  petitions,  the  following  information  on  the  fubjeft  was  authenti- 
cally dated. 

When  the  commerce  of  America  was  at  its  height,  the  imports  from  that  country  to  Great 
Britain,  if  valued  at  their  prime  coft,  amounted  to  about  1,500,000!.  per  annum  ;  of  which 
fum  no  lefs  than  700,0001.  confifted  of  tobacco ;  fo  that  the  trade  in  the  article  of  tobacco 
comprized  very  near  one-half  of  all  the  imports  from  America  to  Britain.  This  important 
trade,  of  which,  at  that  period.  Great  Britain  was  cxclufively  poflcflcd,  but  which  has  fince 
been  unfortunately  interrupted,  would,  if  the  obftacles  ftated  in  the  petition  could  be  removed, 
unqucflionably  return  to  its  ancient  and  natural  channel.  This  is  evident,  from  many  reafons 
that  might  be  produced,  if  the  following  ones  were  not  fufficient. 

The  market  of  France  annually  affords  a  fale  for  25,000  hogfheads  of  tobacco  ;  yet,  with  all 
her  induftry,  the  utmoft  Ihe  could  obtain  from  America,  in  the  preceding  year,  was  1,200 
hoglheads. 

Holland,  including  the  market  of  Germany,  which  (he  ufually  fupplies,  affords  a  fale  for 
18,000  hoglheads  a  year ;  yet,  in  the  eourfe  of  the  laft  year,  (he  received  from  America  no 
more  than  5)O0O  hogfheads.     Thus  it  appeared^  that  France  and  Holland  together,  imported 

2  direftly 


OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  j^y 

A*  n. 

1785  dire£Uy  from  America  no  more  than  6,aoo  hogflieads  of  tobacco  laft  year,  while  Britain  alone 
imported,  in  the  fame  time,  more  than  30,000.  Such  is  the  fuperiority  of  Englifh  manufac- 
tures,— fuch  the  fuperior  credit  of  her  merchants, — fuch  the  predilcftion  of  the  American 
planters  for  the  country  of  their  ancient  correlpondence.  But  however  ftrongly  the  trade  of 
America  inclined  to  its  former  courfe,  it  never  could  make-  a  durable  return,  unlcfs  the  ob- 
ftacles  that  gave  rife  to  thcfe  petitions  were  removed.  To  efFcft  this  falutary  purpofe,  a  bill 
was  brought  in  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the  better  fecuring  the  duties  payable 
upon  tobacco  ;  and  alfo,  on  introducing  it,  declared,  that  the  revenue  at  prefent  arifing  from 
that  article,  fcarce  exceeds  one-half  of  what  the  net  duty  would  be,  if  it  were  paid  on  the  whole 
quantity  confumed  in  the  kingdom. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  who  had  fome  days  before  prefented  a  report  to  the 
Houfc  from  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  Britifti  fiflieries,  and  into 
the  moft  effeftual  means  of  their  extenfion,and  improvement,  made  a  motion  to  take  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  faid  report  into  confideration.  In  fupport  of  certain  refolutions  which  he  after- 
wards moved,,  and  which  principally  related  to  the  herring  filhery,  he  obfcrved,  that  this 
fishery  had  been  engroffed  from  us  by  the  Dutch  ;  and  that  the  bounties,  amounting  to  little 
lefs  than  ao^oooh  a  year,  had  been  an  ufelefs  cxpence.  This  was  attributed  by  the  committee 
to  the  circumftance  of  the  Englifli  veflels  not  being  permitted  to  fail  till  the  ill  of  Oftober, 
though  the  fifhery,  in  reality,  commenced  as  early  as  the  ift  of  June.  The  veflels  were  alfo 
obliged  by  law  to  make  a  circuitous  voyage,  while  the  Dutch  made  a  direft  one.  Various 
other  evils  were  ftated,  and  propofcd  to  be  redrefled ;  and  it  was  particularly  urged  to  the 
Houfe,  from  our  fuccefs  in  the  Newfoundland  and  Greenland  filheries,  that  the  fuperiority  of 
the  Dutch  in  the  fifhery  in  queflion,  was  not  owing  to  any  inherent  or  unalienable  advantage. 
It  was  only  in  the  fifhery  for  herrings,  a  fifhery  upon  her  own  coalls,  and  which  flie  alone 
could  continue  through  the  winter,  and  thus  unite  the  advantage  of  both  feafons,  that  the  ex- 
ertions of  Britain  had  failed  of  fuccefs,  and  wherein  Holland  liad  preferved  the  afcendency. 

The  refolutions  were  as  follow : — 

*•  That  every  bufs  or  fifhing  vefTel,  properly  fitted  out,  and  furniflied  as  by  law  required 
for  veflels  entered  for  the  bounty,  fhall  be  allowed  to  clear  out  of  any  port  of  Great  Britain  at 
any  time  between  the  ill  of  June  and  the  ifl  of  Oftober,  and  to  proceed  immediately  to  her 
fifhing  ftation,  and  to  call  her  nets,  without  being  obliged  to  rendezvous  at  any  other  port  or 
place. 

"  That  the  mailers,  of  bnflTeS' or  other  veflTcls  employed  in  the  herring  fifhery,  fliali  be  at 
liberty  to  puichafe  frelh  herrings  of  the  boat  fifhers,  (being  Britilh  fubjefts)  and  to  Ihip  the^ 
herrings  which  they  Ihall  take,  or  which  they  Ihall  purchafe  as  aforefaid,  on  board  any  atten- 
dant Britilh  veflfcl,  with  permiflion  to  land  the  fame,  under  proper  regulations,  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  upon  oath  being  made  by  the  mafler  of  the  fmaller  veflTel  fo  landing 
them  as  aforefaid,  or  by  the  owner  of  the  fifli^  that  the  fifh  were,  to  the  befl:  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  caught  by  Britifh  fubjefts ;  provided  that,  if  the  attendant  vcflTel  which  fliall 
fail  with  fuch  fifh,  Ihall  land  them  at  any  other  port  than  that  from  which  the  principal  veflel 
cleared  out,  a  proper  certificate  of  the  number  of  barrels  of  falted  fifh  fo  landed,  Ihall  be  ob* 
tained  from  the  principal  officer  of  cuHoms  at  fuch  port,  before  the  bond  for  the  duties. on  the 
fait  taken  on  board  the  principal  veffel  Ihall  be  difcharged  :  and,  provided  alfo,  that  no  bufs 
or  velTel  returning  to  port  withir\  the  Ipacc  of  three  months  after  her  clearance  outwards  un- 
lets 
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1785  lefs  with  a  full  cargo,  the  whole  of  which  {hall  Iiave  been  taken^  and  cured  or  iklted  by  fach 
bufs  or  vcflcl,  Ihall  be  entitled  to  a  bounty. 

"  That  for  reviving  and  encouraging  the  cod  filhery  in  the  North  feas  and  in  Iceland,  the 
owner  of  any  veflel  employed  therein,  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  ufe,  in  the  faid  fifliery,  Britifli 
made  fait,  duty  free  ;  and  to  warehoufe,  under  the  key  of  the  officer,  any  furplus  fait  remain- 
ing in  fuch  veflel,  upon  her  return  to  the  place  of  her  out-iit,  under  the  like  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  are  provided  for  furplus  falc  brought  back  in  veflels  employed  in  the  herring  filhery. 

*•  That  all  bufles,  and  other  fifhing  veflels,  fhall,  in  future,  be  permitted  to  be  entered  for 
the  bounty,  without  any  limitation  of  their  burthen  or  tonnage  ;  veflTcls  of  lefs  than  20  tons 
excepted :  nor  (hall  any  bufs  or  vc(rel  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  for  more  than  80  tons,  al- 
though of  a  larger  burthen. 

'•  That  all  bufles  and  veflTcU  employed  in  the  herring  fifherics,  (hall  be  at  liberty,  during 
the  time  of  their  continuance  at  fea,  to  catch  and  cure  cod,  ling,  and  hake,  as  well  as  herrings, 
and  (hall  be  fubjcft  to  the  fame  regulations,  and  (h^U  have  the  fame  privilege  of  curing  the 
faid  other  fpecies  of  fi(h  with  (alt  duty  free,  as  in  the  cafe  of  herrings  ;  but  that  no  bounty 
Ihall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  the  faid  other  fpecies  of  fifti ;  and,  therefore,  that  fuch 
other  (hall  be  marked,  by  cutting  their  tails  in  the  manner  prefcribed  for  marking  fi(h  cured  for 
home  confumption." 

After  fome  attempts  to  poftpone  the  conflderation  of  this  important  fubjeft  to  another 
period,  the  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  upon  them. 

The  number  of  (hips  employed  from  England  in  the  whale  fi(hery,  to  Davis*s  Straits  and 
the  Greenland  feas,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  amounted  to  139, — carrying  47,000  tons,  and 
navigated  by  6,600  men  and  boys,  bcfides  15  (hips  from  Scotland.  The  number  of  (hips 
from  Holland  in  the  fame  fi(hery,  and  during  the  fame  period,  amounted  to  65. 

His  Dani(h  Majefty  iflfued  a  proclamation  in  this  year  for  encouraging  foreigners,  as  well  as 
natives,  to  embark  in  the  whale  andfeal  (iflieries  from  that  kingdom  to  Greenland,  Iceland,  &c, 
by  which  a  bounty  of  15  rix-dollars  per  Dani(h  commercial  la-ft  (or  about  30s.  fterling  per 
ton,  Briti(h  meafurement)  was  offered  to  perfons  chufing  to  embark  in  that  trade  from  the 
faid  kingdom;  to  be  paid  down  in  ca(h  before  the  (hip  is  fitted  out,  on  fecurity  being  given 
that  fuch  vefl[el  or  ve(iels  (hall  be  ready,  and  do  fail  on  that  errand,  (wind  and  weather  per- 
mitting) at  the  time  appointed  in  the  royal  proclamation. 

Perfons  engaging  in  this  trade,  to  have  free  permiflion  to  employ,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
fi(hery,  foreign  mechanics,  harpooners,  boat-ftecrers,  &c.  of  what  nation  foever.  Such  fo- 
reigners, fo  long  as  they  continue  in  this  employ,  to  be  free  from  all  manner  of  taxes  and 
burthens,  and  have  leave  to  quit  the  kingdom,  with  all  their  e(Fefts,  whenever  they  think  pro- 
per. No  exceptions^are  made  to  (hips  foreign  built,  whether  oak  or  a(h.  Every  (hip,  how- 
ever, was  to  bring  its  cargo  dire£t  to  the  Dani(h  market,  to  be  fold  there  by  private  or  public 
contrary  except  an  exprefs  order  was  given  for  its  exportation. 

It  was  further  permitted  all  owners  and  maflers  of  (hips  failing  to  thofe  feas  from  the  king- 
dom of  Denmark,  to  trade  with  the  Dani(h  fa£lories,  or  natives  on  the  coafts,  iflandoflce- 
'land,  &c.  and  to  import  foreign  manufaftures  duty  free,  intended  as  articles  of  barter  in  the 
Greenland  trade.  * 

The  Canada  (ales,  in  this  year,  amounted  to  242,oool, 

In 
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1785  ,  In  confequcnce  of  the  aft,  pafled  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce between  the  Britifh  Weft  India  colonies,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  the  legif- 
lature  of  Maflachufett's  in  North  America,  pafled  an  aft  on  the  23d  of  June  in  this  year,  pro- 
hibiting the  exportation,  from  any  part  or  harbour  of  the  <:onimonwealtb,  of  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandize,  the  growth,  manufafture,  or  produce  of  any  of  the  United  States,  in  Britifli 
Ihips,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  veiTel,  &c.  This  aft  contains  alfo  feveral  fubordinate  claufes 
of  regulation,  which  arc  not  fufficiently  material  to  ftate  at  large. 

On  the  loth  of  July,  the  King's  council  of  France  iflued  a  decree  refpefting  the  importation 
of  certain  foreign  goods.  This  decree  prohibits  all  white  or  raw  callicoes,  and  alfo  linens 
and  callicoes,  handkerchiefs,  dimities  and  nankeens,  fabricated  either  in  the  Indies  or  any 
where  clfe  abroad,  that  are  not  the  produft  of  their  India  Company's  trade  ;  and  alfo  all  kinds 
of  foreign  gauzes,  lawns,  fee,  with  the  exception  of  foreign  blue  linens,  ftriped,  checked, 
dyed,  painted,  or  ftamped,  for  the  Guinea  trade.  This  was  a  general  decree  for  the  purpofe  of 
protefting  the  intereftsof  the  Eaft  IndiaCorapany,  and  the  manufaftories  of  the  kingdom  :  but 
a  fecond  decree,  which  was  publifhed  on  the  17th  of  the  fame  month,  levelled  its  prohibitions 
principally  ^t  the  manufaftures  and  produce  of  Great  Britain* 

All  kinds  of  fadleiy,  hofiery,  woollen  cloths,  hardwares,  all  polifhed  fteel  wares,  (except  tools 
and  inftruments  fit  for  arts  and  fciences)  and  alfo  all  kinds  of  foreign  cryftal  and  glafs,  on 
pain  of  the  faid  goods  being  conjifcated,  and  of  being  fined  ten  thoufand  livres.  An  except 
tion  is  made  for  fuch  as  follow  no  trade,  and  who  import  the  goods,  wares,  2cc.  only  for  their 
own  ufc  and  perfonai  confumption,  on  payment  of  30  per  cent.  duty. 

On  the  8th  of  November  in  this  year,  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  took  place  between  the 
Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  States  General,  by  which  the  navigation  of  the  river  Scheldt, 
the  grand  objeft  of  the  late  war  between  thofe  two  powers,  remains,  with  very  little  and  im«- 
material  variation,  in  its  former  ftate. 

On  the  fame  day  a  treaty  of  alliance  was  figncd  between  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  and  the 
States  General.  By  this  treaty,  the  Chriftian  King  and  the  States  General  promife  to  con- 
tribute all  in  their  power  to  their  refpcftive  fecurity,  and  to  preferve  themfclves  in  tranquillity, 
peace,  and  neutrality,  as  alfo  the  aftual  poiTeflion  of  all  their  cfbtes,  domains,  franchifes  and 
liberties,  and  to  proteft  each  other  from  any  hoftile  attack  in  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  in 
order  the  more  pofitively  to  fix  the  extent  of  the  guarantee  with  which  his  Majefty  has  charged 
himfelf,  it  is  exprefsly  ftipulated,  that  it  Ihall  comprehend  the  treaty  of  Munllcr  of  1648,  and 
of  Aix-la-Chapelleof  1748,  except  the  derogations  which  the  faid  treaties  have  undergone,  or 
may  undergo  in  future.  The  contrafting  parties  engage  to  unite  for  the  prefervation  of  peace, 
and  in  cafe  either  of  them  are  threatened  w4th  an  attack,  the  other  fhall  ufe  his  good  offices  to 
prevent  hoftilities  :  but  if  the  faid  good  offices  fhall  prove  ineffeAual,  hisOhriftian  Majefty  and 
their  High  Mightineflcs  engage  from  this  time  to  affift  each  other  both  by  fea  ai^d  land  ;  for 
which  purpofe,  his  Chriftian  Majefty  fhall  furnilh  the  States  General  with  10,000  infantry, 
2,coo cavalry,  12  fail  of  the  line  and  6  frigates;  and  their  High  Mightineflcs,  in  cafe  of  a 
marine  war,  or  in  cafe  his  Majefty  fhall  meet  with  any  hoftilities  by  fea,  fhall  furnifh  6  fhips  • 
of  the  line  and  3  frigates ;  and  in  cafe  of  an  attack  upon  the  French  territory,  the  States  Ge- 
neral fhall  furnifh  their  contingent  of'  troops  in  money,  at  10,000  Dutch  florins  per  month 
for  1,000  infantry,  and"30,ooo  florins  per  month  for  1,000  cavalry :  the  eftimate  to  be  made 
on  the  footing  of  5,000-infantry  and  1,000  cavalry.     When^a  marine  war  fhail  be  declared,  in 
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ColUnhnsm 

Cornwall, 

Derby,                -*- 

Doncaftcr, 

ElTcx,    '           — 

Exeter,                — ' 

Gloucefter, 

Hants,  _          .  — 

Hertford,                — 

Leeds,                — 

Litchfield, 

Liverpool, 

.    Manchcftcr, 

Marlborough, 

Nortliumberland, 

Norwich,                — 

Oxford,                — 

.    Reading,                — 

Rochefter,   -   ^        - 

.   Salifbury,                — 

Salop,         -      — 

Sheffield,     .          — 

Suffolk,                — 

Surrjr,                — 

Uxbridgc,  -             - 

Wolverhampton, 

Worceftcr,  . 

York,        ,  -      — 

Total  of  the  country, 

Total  of  London, 
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Number  of  Gallon  fm  Number  of  GalU 
Dtjlillers.  Reffifiers. 

—  —  63,848  892 


379 

998 

— —  1,089 

SA73  a»"8 

2,161^ 


1^3=3^6 


3»347 


3»i67 
If  165 

2IO 

828 

475 
«»077 


7.^38  3»8i8 

■- 583 

198 

i  306 

«6 


30*249  S»045 

687 

1,07  li 


S'S87 


624 


126,968  57*2084 

96>9^  lozMsi: 


Total  of  London  and  the  country,  223,877  >59»852 

Grand  total  383,729  gallons,  vrhich,  at  a  halfpenny  per  gallon,  atpounted  to  799I.  8s.  8id. 
An  account  of  the  amount  of  the  revenue  arifing  from  the  diftillery  in  England,  from  the  i ft 

of  November,  1784,  to  the  5th  of  July,  i785» 
Corn  Distillery.  £.       s.    J.  £,      s.-  d. 

In  London  and  its  environs,  —  —  279,788  19    7 

—  Briftol,  —  —  —  14*566    50 

—  Tewklbury,  —  —  1*835  10    o 

—  Worceftcr,  ^—  .—       \        —         7»430  »o    O 

—  Maidftone,  —  —         —  6,287  19     if 

—  Berwick,  —  ~  —  4*131     5  «<^ —— 34.25X     1    of- 

Total  amount  of  the  revenue  of  the  corn  diftillery,  —  314,040    o    7  j- 
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Melasses  Distzlle&y. 
In  London  and  its  envisoasy 
^  Briftol,  —  — 


Brought  oytTf 


314,040    o    7i 

10,645    Q    si 
aio    8    o^ 


Total  amount  of  the  revenue  arifing  from  the  diftillery  in  England,  * 
Total  amount  of  the  revenue  arifing  from  the  diftillery  In  Scotland, 
Amount  of  the  equalizing  duty  paid  in  England,  «- 

Amount  of  duty  afttiany  paid,       —  —  , 

The  difference  in  theftock  on  hand,  on  the  i  ft  of  November,  1784, 
«nd  the  ift  of  November,  1785,  was  2,700  tons,  at  301.  per  ton ;  which 
4iCereiice  muft  be  conliderect  as  part  of  the  confumption  of  1 785, 

Total, 


3H.89S    9 
93,701  la 

8,000    o 


If 


4^6,597    I    s' 


51,000    o    o 


477*597 


3i 


Ah  account  of  fugar  and  rum  imported  into  England  from  March  25,  to  Oftober  19,  in 
this  year« 


# 

Sbipi. 

Jamaica,            > 

tp, 

Antigua, 

30 

St.  Kittys, 

30 

Barbadoes, 

x8 

Granades, 

35 

Montferrat,  • 

5 

Nevis, 

8 

Dominica, 

9 

St.  Vincent, 

10 

Tortola, 

5 

Tobago, 

6 

Tool, 


288 


€hi/is  of  Sugar. 

'3.505 
14,220 

7.a75 
11,841 

*.i59 

3.974     . 
3,601 

4.273 

2,1 10 
112,272 


Ca/ks  ofl^um. 

>4.743 

529 
628 

133 

J.634 

58 
116 

H 
251 

24 
54 

18,184 


An  authentic  account  oi  com  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England  and 


Scothad  this  year. 

■ 

EyiPORTED. 

IMPORTED, 

1785- 

Britijb 

FeretgH 

»785. 

^arttn» 

England. 

^rs. 

^rs. 

England. 

Wheat,          — 

65»2J3 

6,312 

Wheat,            — 

85,796 

Wheat  Flour, 

59*564 

116 

Wheat  Flour, 

11,778 

Rye,              — 

I2i49« 

397 

kye,             — 

28,738 

Barley,            — • 

58,427 

108 

• 

Barley,          — i 

63.666 

Malt,            — 

91,04a 

—— 

■"■■^^ 

Oats,               — . 

13,120 

1,605 

Oats,    ^         — 

a8i,o;8 

Oat-meal,           •> 

495 

33 

Oat-tnear,        ~. 

4.43 » 

Beans,           — 

6,323 

240 

Beans,           — 

• 

9.355 

Teas,           -r 

6,48a 

^^399 

Peas,               — 

6,736 

( 

• 

Indian  com, 

—            »5 

/ 

t 

EXPORTED, 

t 


V 


-A 
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jEXPOieTJEP. 


1785.  . 

Scotland. 
Wheat,      ■     — 
Wheat  Flour, 
Bear,  *— 

Eye,  — 

Barley,  — 

Oats,  — 

Oat;meaI, 
Pea$  and  Beans, 
Malt, 


Britifi 

4.770 

274 

12,19^ 

4,940 

5,080 

460 

4.678 


Fdntgn 


fMfORTED. 

1785.  garters, 
Scotland. 
Wheat,               —         131^77 

Wheat  Flour,         -t  •         12 


Ry«. .  - 

Barley,  •* 

Oat«,      _     — 
Oatmeal,  — 

Peas  and  Beans^ 


23 

3.546 
37i68i 

50,958 
722 


The  bounties  on  corn  and  grain  exported  from  Eiigland  in  the  eourfe  of  this  year,  amoyi« 

ted  to  22V4651-  17s-  Qt^- 

The  drawbacks,  during  the  fame  period,  were  2071.  xs»  6d. 

The  an^Qunt  of  the  bounties  paid  on  corn  and  gcaiA^exportedfkom  Scotland,  duiij^  the  fame 
time,  was  3,848!.  8s.  lod. 

The  duties  on  corn  imported  into  &igland,  was  6,249!.  xjs.  j6d. ;  and,  in  Scotland,  th^y 
amounted  to  1,1191.  is.  8d. 

The  ayerage  prices  of  coxa  ia  England  and  Wales^  by  the  Handard  Wi;^cliefter  bufhel,  for 
this  year,  was  as  follows  :—• 

Wheat,  5s.  24d.  ^  rye,  3s.  64. ;  barley,  3s. ;  oats,  2S.  i^d. ;  beans,  3s.  lod. 
The  following  are  the  variatip/is  of  the  public  funds  during  this  year,  with  the  higheft  and 
loweft  prices  arranged  oppofite  to  each  month. 
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IMPORTS  and  EXPORTS,  from  Christmas  1784, 

IMPORTS. 


U   N   T   R  I   £  8. 


C  O 

Africa,  — 

Canariet  t  •  — 
Denmark  and  Norway, 

Eaft  Country,  — 

Eaft  "Indies,    >  » 

Flanders,  _  — 

France,  — 

Germany,'  — 

Holland,  - 

Ireland,  -^ 

IfleofMao,  — 


Madeira,  — 

Portugal,  - 

Ruffia,         * 

Spain,  - 

Orbraitar, 

Streights, 

Sweden,  * 

Turkey,  - 

Venice, 

Greenland,  « 

lihind  of  Aldemey,. 

Ifland  of  Guernfey, 

Ifland  of  Jerfey, 

Ifland  of  Saik, 

Canada, 

Cape'Breton, 

Carolina, 

Florida, 

Georei9» 

Hudfon't  Bay, 

New  England, 

Newfoundland, 

New  York, 

Nova  Scotia,  - 

Pennfylvania, 

Ifland  of  St.  John,  Gulf  of  Sr.  Laurtnce, 

Virginia  &  Maryland,  — 

Anguilla,  — 

Antigua,  — 

Bahamas,  — 

Barbadoet,  — - 

Bermuda,  — 

Dominica,  — 

Grenada,  — 

Honduras  Bay,  -— ^ 

Jamaica,  — 

Moncferrat,  .— — 

Mufqnito  Shore,  — 

Nevis,  — — 

St.  Croix,  — 

Sr.  Euftatius,  — — 

St.  Kiri^s,  — 

St.  Lucia,           '  — 

St.  Thomas's,  — 

St.  Vmctni'a,  — — 

Tobaeo,  •— 

TortoTa,  — 

Demerara,  •— — 

St.  Domingo^  — 

Surinam,  — 

St.  Martin's,  — ^- 

Cape  Francois,  -r — 

Harannah,  — 

New  Orleans,^  — 

Buenof  Ay  res,  i— 

Northern  Fifliery,  -^— 

Southern  Fifliery , 

Foreign  coin  and  bullion, 

Prtae  goods,  — - 

Total, 


48.535 

4*457 

Ii7»»7» 

483.485 

»»703.940 

222,368 

117,366 

559. «77 

468,121 

2^012,288 

8,389 

687,155 

a,88o 

428,064 

f,6o6,68& 

697,7»» 
a,6i6 


*03,765 

846,906 

69,194 

74»5*3 
22 

3»»829 

15,649 

8t 

111,451 

128,070 
18,096 

45»9«9 
11,270 

56,647 

63.584 
61,671 

7,084 
57*705 

443,580 

2,829 

184,651 

14,150 

*49»959 

990 

257.967 

438,448 

«^.»53 
2,262,905 

44.055 

20,282 

88,213 


3i8,6l8 

18,572 

1,504 

»57.i44 

40.773 
85,876 


12 

«5 

7 

»S 
«4 

«7 

9 

>9 
6 

>5 

16 

12 

19 
7 

«4 
9 

»5 
1 

12 

8 

»5 

^9 
1 

9 
13 

«5 

3 
«4 

5 

II 

II 

10 

9 
6 

6 

'5 
7 
8 

4 
18 

2 

9 

16 

3 

6 

II 

6 


lO 

«9 

7 

5 

16 

I 


II 
8 
8 
I 

2 
2 

SI 

10 
6 

2 

II 

I 

9 
II 

> 

3 

4 
II 

8 
II 

5 


10 

3 

7 

2 

II 

7 

9 
10 

2 
6 

7 
I 

a. 
9 

8 

5 

5 

8 

5 

9 

10 


8 
3 

I 

5 
7 


10 

-2 
12 

17 

717 

— 

' 

>.554 

8,483 

34.076 

5 

11 

to  Christmas 

EXPO 

587,196 

i7f034 
3**»395 

97.783 

i.»53»53* 

I.I73.906 

358,244 

1,402,284 

1.506,303 

2,168,614 

31,868 

5»3f«7i 

44,978 

798,204 

*33,998 
788,064 

86,207 
306,028 

65,307 

82,449 

20,294 
2,609 

4»5>7 
60,581 

29,150 

54 
^67,384 

310,198 

4.633 
44.396 

5.«a5 
163,348 
198,227 

405,762 

ao7.345 
369,215 


178S« 


a6,279i4>9       1       3 


X  T 
10 

19 
15 
«5 

14 

18 

16 
II 
12 

4 

6 
II 

19 
II 

2 

13 

3 

5 
10 

18 

4 
6 
I 

14 
«4 


4 
10 

5 
6^ 

12 

9 
8 


82,463 

33.»35 
151,654 

6,118 

61,695 

ii9i>3' 
1,647 

626,310 

6,629 

*47 
6,838 


12 

5 

5 

2 

8 
»5 

15 
9 

17 


8. 


4 
S 

5 
II 

1 1 

7 

9 

8 

10 

8 

I 

6 

10 

9 

5 

4 
7 
9 

SI 

8 
II 


7 

lO 

6 

4 
3 

4 

8 
5 


1,015,102       8       3 


4 
10 

10 

3 

6 

9 

2 

I 
9 


338 

67.753 

7 
4 

18 

3 
8 

»5 

9 
13 
10 

6 

54»43* 

3«3 

18,406 

3 

8 

I 

— 

1.583 

3 

2,403 

652,560 

30,941 

lO 

6 

>6i770,2s8     17      9 


The 
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1785      The  following  bills  relative  to  trade  and  commerce  received  the  royal  auent  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year :  ' 

A  bill  for  confining,  for  a  limited  time,  the  trade  between  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  aqd  his  Majefly's  fubjeds  in  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  to  bread,  flour,  and  live 
flock,  to  be  imported  ia  none  but  Britifh  built  iliips,  adually  belonging  to  Briti(h  fubje£ts, 
and  navigated  according  to  law,  clearing  out  from  the  ports  of  his  Majeily's  European  domi* 
nions,  and  furnifhed  with  a  licence' according  to  a  form  thereunto  annexed. 

Refpe£ting  the  commercial  intercourfe  between  Great'Bri^tain  and  America^ 

To  repeal  the  dutieis  impofed  laft  feflion  on  cotton  ftuffs,  &c» 

RefpeAing  the  importation  of  goods  from  Tobago. 

To  appoint  commiiTioners  to  enquire  into  the  fees,  gratuities,  perquiiites,  and  emoluments 
which  are,  or  have  lately  been,  received  in  the  feveral  public  offices  therein-mentioned;  to  ex- 
amine into  any  abufes  which  may  exift  in  the  fame,  and  to  report  fuch  obfervatiojis  as  Ihall 
occur  to  them  for  the  better  conducing  and  managing  the  bufinefs  tranfa£led  in  the  faid 
offices. 

To  repeal  fo  much  of  an  aA  of  the  laft  feffion,  zs  relates  to  the  diftillation,  &c.  of  corn 
fpirits  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

For  funding  the  navy  bills  and  ordnance  debentures. 

For  preveming  frauds  in  the  wool  manufactory  in  certain  counties. 

For  transferring  certain  duties  from  the  commiflioners  of  excife  and  ftamps  to  the  commif- 
fioncrs  of  the  taxes. 

For  the  better  fccuringfhe  duties  on  coal,  culm  and  cindersv. 

For  better  examining  and  auditing  the  public  accounts. 

For  regulating  in furances  on  (hips,  goods,  &c. 

For  regulating  the  imprifonment  of  debtor?  under  profecution  in  the  courts  of  confcience 
in  London  and  the  bills  of  mortality,  and  to  abolifh  the  fees*  paid  by  them  to  gaolers,  &c. 

Refpefting  the  manufa£lure  and  importation  of  cordage  for  (hipping. 

Refpefting  the  duties^upon,  and'the  importation  of,  Florence  wine  and  oil ;  alfo  refpefting: 
the  exportation  of  wheat,  &c.  to  our  fugar  colonies, — the  drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
fnufF,— the  permiflTon  to  land  Briti(h  plantation  rum  or  fpirits  before  payment  of  the  excife 
duties, — the  premiums  upon  the  importation  of  pitch,  &c.  from  Eaft  Florida, — the  bounty 
"upon  the  exportation  of  filk  gauzes, — and  the  drawback  upon  the  exportation  of  raw  fiik. 

Refpeding  the  duties  impofed'  laft  feffion  upon  printed  linens,  &c.  and  for  laying  duties  on 
printed  cotton  ftafFs,  muflins,  fuftians,  velvets,  and  vclvercts. 

For  further  poftponing  the  payment  of  two  millions  to  tl]e  Bank. 

Rcfpefting  the  laws  relative  to  fait,  rock  fait,  foul  fait  for  manure,  Glauber  or  Epfom 
lalts,  &c. 

Refpcfting  party  walls,  and  for  the  more  efFeClually  preventing  mifchiefs  by  fire,  and  for 
extending  the  provifions  of  this  a6t,  fo  far  as  relates  to  manufactories  of  pitchy  &c.  through-- 
out  England. 

For  encouraging  the  pilchard  fifhery. 

To  authorize  certain  great  .officers  of  ftate  to  pay  bounties  granted  by  his  Majefty  to  pcrfcns 
in  low  and  indigent  circumftances. 

For  the  further  encouragement  of  the  Briti(h  fifhericsk. 

St.  .■*  To 
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1785      To  prohibit  tfie  exp^rtgtio^  to  fareign  p;urt9  of  to^Ui^  iff.  en^loyed  in  our  iron  and  ftecl 
manu&ftories,  and  to  prevent  the  feducing  the  workmen  to  go  abroad* 
To  prohibit^  for  a  limited  time>  the  exportation  of  hay. 
Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  this  yfj^r  :— 


>>•■ 


For  the  navy. 
For  the  army. 
For  the  ordnand?, 
Mifcellaaeovs  fervices. 
Deficiencies^ 


Tota^l  Supplies, 


a,a86,jv^3    9    oj. 

39^,955  IS.  5 
2,857,160    o  io| 

i,ao8,7i3  13    4t 
9>^^»30P  15  io|. 


The  Ways  and  Me ams  for  raifing  the  foregoing  fupplies. 
Land  tax  and  duty  on  malt,  — -  -r-   . 

Exchequer  bills,    —  —  — .  — . 

To  be  applied  out  of  the  finking  fund,  -—  *^ 

The  amount  of  ftoppages,  refpites,  and  other  monies,  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  the  Paymafter  General,  ice.  -^  -* 

By  further  Exchequer  bills,  -^  -^  — 

Overplus  of  grants  for  the  year  1784,    ^  —  ^-r- 

Further  application  out  of  the  finking  fund,  «* 

Lottery,  —  .—       w  .^ 

Remaining  in  the  Exchequer  for  the  difpofal  of  Parliament, 


7'»lS9yOOO    o 

2,500,000    o 

702,539  16 


o 

o 
I^ 


2311578  18 

1,000,000  o 

'  66,161  3 
2>a97»46o    3  lai^ 

150,000  o    o 

238,928  16    3' 


2  . 
o 

Si 


""r 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Total  amount  of  Supplies  granted^ 

Exeefs  of  Ways  and  Means, 


9»936»668  17  loj^^ 
9,296,300  15  io|. 


640,368 


14 


'  The  charge  of  the  pay  and  doathing  of  the  militia  for  this  year,  was  voted  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  produce  of  the  land  tax. 

The  navy,  viAualling,  and  traniport  bills,  dated  on  or  before  the  30th  of  June,  1783^  with 
the  interd[t  due  thereon  to  the  5th  of  July  1785,  were  in  this  year  funded  at  the  rate  of 
ml.  8s.  ftock,  bearing  5  per  cent,  intereft  for  every  icoL  arifing  from  the  principal  and  in- 
tereft  of  the  faid  bills :  and  navy,  &c.  bills  made  out  between  the  30th  of  June,  1783,  and  the 
ill  of  January,  1785,  with  the  intereft  due  thereon,  were  funded  on  the  like  terms,  except 
that  from  thefe  was  deduAed  a  fum  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  principal 
and  intereft  of  every  month  between  the  ift  day  of  July,  1783,  and  the  day  on  which  fuch 
bills  were  made  out.  The  ftock  fo  created  is  irredeemable,  until  25,000,000  of  the  public 
^ebt,  either  of  3  or  4  per  cent,  annuities  (hall  be  redeemed  or  paid  off.  Ordnance  deben^tures, 
dated  on  or  before  the  31ft  of  December,  1783,  bearing  intereft  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  per 
annum,  from  the  expiration  of  £fteen  months  from  their  date,  were  likewife  funded,  at  the 
rate  of  I J  li.  8s.  ftock,  bearing  5  per  cent,  intereft  for  every  lool.  and  irredeemable  in  like 
manner  as  the  navy  bills.  The  intereft  pf  the  i^avy  and  ordnance  debt  thus  funded, 
3  '  with 
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1785  with   feme  other  fervices  amoandng  to  4i3yOOoL  were  to  be  provided  by  the  follow- 
ing taxes  >— 

New  Taxes. 
Male  fervantSy  calculated  to  produce  -—  «>» 

Female  fervantSy  ditto,       •  — •  — 

Shops,  ditto,  —      ,  —  — 

Attomies,  ditto,  —  —  — 

Poiir-horfes,  ditto,^  --  —  —  — 

Gloves,  ditto,  .^  .^  .^  .^ 

Pawnbrokers,  ditto,.  ^-  —  — ^ 

Salt,  by  a  new  regulation,  ditto,  — ^       —  — . 


35*000 

140,000 

100,000 

20,COO 
50,000 
50,000 
15,000 
12,000 


o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 


a 
o 
o 
o 
o 

I 

o 
o 


Total  of  new  taxes. 


422,000    o    o 


An  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  foi 

tbil  year. 

Chriftened,  males    9,o&5  Buried,  males    9,447  . 

—,  I  females    8,834  females    9,472 


»7»9»9 


18,919 


1786 


\ 


The  commencement  of  the  feffion  of  Parliament  in  this  year  took  place  on  the  24th  of 
January,  which  was  opened,  as  ufual,  by  a  fpcech  from  the  tlirone;  in  which  his  Majefty^ 
after  having  mentioned  the  amicable  concluiion  to  which  the  difputes  that  threatened  an  inter- 
ruption to  the  tranquillity  of  Eur<^  had  been  brought,  the  friendly  difpofition  of  foreign 
powers  towards  this  country,  the  exteniion  of  trade,  the  improvement  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
increaXe  &f  public  credit,  informed  his  Parliament  that  the  refolutions  which  they  had  laid  be» 
fore  him,  as  the  bafis  of  an  adjuftment  of  the  conmiercial  intcrcourfe  between  Gr^at  Britain 
and  Ireland,  had  been,  by  his  direftion,  recommended  to  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom, 
but  that  no  cfFeftual  ftep  had  hitherto  been  taken  tlicreupon,  which  could  enable  them  to  make 
any  further  progrefs  in  that  falutary  work.  He  afterwards  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  eftabliflimcnt  of  a  fixed  plan  for  the  reduftion  of  the  national  debt ;  a  mea- 
fure  which,  he  truftcd,  the  flourifliihg  ftate  of  the  revenue  would  be  fufficicnt  to  efFeft,  witli 
Kttle  addition  to  the  public  burthens*  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  the  vigour  and  refour- 
ces  of  the  country,  fo  fully  manifefted  in  its  prefcnt  fituation,  would  encourage  his  Parliament 
to  give  their  utmoft  attention  to  every  objeft  of  national  concern,  particularly  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  fuch  meafures  as  might  be  neceflary  in  order  to  give  furtlwr  fecurity  to  the  revenue^ 
and  to  promote  and  extend,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  trade  and  general  induftry  of  his  fubjeds. 

The  miniftcr  had,  very  early  in  this  feffion,  taken  notice  of  that  part  of  his  Nf  ajefty 's  fpeech 
which. related  to  the  ncceffity  of  providing  for  tlw  diminution  of  the  national  debt :  he  had,  at 
the  feme  time,  given  the  Houfe  to  undcrftand,  that  fucli  was  the  prefenf  flourifbing  condition. 
t)f  the  revenue,  that  tlie  annual  national  income  would  not  only  equal  tiie  annual  public  dif« 
burfements,  but  would  leave  a  very  confiderablc  furplus;  this  furplus  he  propofed  to  form 
into  a  permanent  fund,  to  be  conftantly  and  invariably  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  public 

tfebt. 
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1786  debt.  In  purfuance  of  this  information  to  the  Houfe,  and  in  order  to  afcertain  the  aaioant  of 
the  furplus  in  queftion,  Mr.  Pitt,  previous  to  his  entering  into  the  (laite  of  the  finances,  or 
Ways  and  means  for  the  prefent  year,  moved,  *'  That  the  feveral  accounts,  and  other  papers 
prefented  that  feiEon  relating  to  the  public  income  and  expenditure,  be  referred  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  a  feled  committee,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  dire£^ed  to  examine  and  report  to 
the  Houfe  what  might  be  expcftcd  to  be  the  annual  amount  of  the  income  and  expenditure  in 
future." 

Thit  motion  was  unanimonfly  agreed  to ;  and  the  fe!e6l  committee  having  framed  their 
report,  laid  it  before  the  Houfe  on  the  aid  of  March.  The  Chancellor  of  tl>e  Exchequer  on 
the  29th,  brought  the  coniideration  of  the  national  debt,  and  his  propoiition  for  the  diminu- 
tion of  it,  together  with  the  fupplies  and-ways  and  means,  formally  before  the  Houfe.  The 
committee  prefaced  their  report  with  obferving,  "  That  having  proceeded  to  the  coniideration 
of  the  matters  referred  to  them  by  the  Houfe,  they  bad  arranged  feveral  papers  relating  thereto^ 
under  diftinft  heads,  containing  the  different  articles  of  the  public  income  and  expenditure. 

"  That  before  they  entered  on  the  firft  part  of  their  report,  they  thought  it  ncccflary  to 
premife,  that  they  had  confined  their  examination  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the.  revenue,  as  it 
appeared  either  from  the  amount  actually  received  in  the  periods  mentioned  in  the  papers  re* 
ferred  to  them,  or  from  the  beft  cflimates  which  they  could  form  of  the  produce  of  fuch  arti- 
cles  as  had  not  been  brought  to  account  in  thofe  periods,  but  compofe,  neverthelefs,  a  part  of* 
the  prefent  income  of  the  public.  The  large  amount  of  the  taxes  impofed  fiiice  the'com- 
mencement  of  the  late  war,  in  addition  to  the  then  fubfifting  revenue,  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  different  branches  of  our  commerce  laboured  during  the  continuance  of  that  war» 
and  the  great  encreafing  prevalence  of  fmuggling  previous  to  the  meafures  which  had  been  re? 
cently  adopted  for  its  fupprefGon|  appeared  to  them  to  render  any  averages  of  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  in  former  periods,  in  a  great  degree,  inapplicable  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
country  ;  nor  did  they  think  themfelves  competent  to  the  difcuffion  of  the  various  contingent 
cics  which  might  in  future  operate  to  the  increafe  or  diminution  of  the  public  income :  a  re- 
venue fo  complicated  in  its  nature,  and  depending  fo'much  on  the  various  branches  of  an  ex* 
tenfive  commerce,  muft  always  be  liable  to  temporary  flu£luations,  even  although  no  circum- 
flances  fhould  arife  to  occafion  any  permanent  alteration  in  its  produce;  that  they  had. there- 
fore judged  it  proper  to  fubmitto  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  fuch  an  extenfive  coniideration^ 
and  to  ttafe  in  their  report  the  prefent  amount  of 'the  public  income,  as  refulting  from,  the 
papers  before  them. 

Aftet;  making  all  the  ncceffary  dcduftions,  the  feveral  articles  of  the  public  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure from  Michaelmas  1784  to  Michaelmas  1785,  and  from  January  1785  to  January 
1786,  flood  in  the  report  as  follows  :^> 

//cmiW/fA.  1784,    /Vtf«7tf».  5, 1785, 
RECEIPT.  toMUh.iiis.         to  Jan.  s.  il^^. 

Total  net  payments  into  the  Exchequer,  after  deducing  ^.  JT. 

the  refpited  duties  paid  by  the  Eafl  India  Company,  and 

the  excefs  of  the  future  amount  of  window  duties,  11,874,213  12,042,697 

Further  produce  of  window  duty  irhpofed  by  25th  Geo,  U.  380,056  253,534 

Further  produce  of  duty  on  two  and  four-wheel  carriages,  59*28 1  107,186 

To  complete  the  former  duty  on  male  fervants,  —  216,803  42,444. 


•«pi 


Carried  forward,  129340,353  12,445,861 
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1786  Brought  over,        ;^.  12,340,353        £.i2,44S*i6i 

Farther  produce  of  duties  on  horfcs,  waggons,  and  carts,  56,829  73>6io 

Further  produce  of  taxes  ia  1784,                        —  103,000  22,000 
Further  produce  of  taxes  impofed  in  1785,  including  the 

improvement  of  the  medicine  duty,                —  265,000  242,000 

Paid  at  the  excifc  and  alienation  office,  in  part  of  civil  lift,  14,000  14,000 

Produce  of  the  land  and  malt  taxes,            —            —  2,600,000  2,600,000 

Totals  of  Receipt,        £.  15,379,182       £.  i5'397j47  ^ 
EXPENDITURE. 

Intereft  and  charges  of  the  public  debts,  £.  9,275,769 

Exchequer  bills,     '               —  258,000 

Civil  lift,                —                    —  900,000 

Charges  on  aggregate  fund,                —  64,600 

Navy,             —                —                —  1,800,000 

Ordnance,                   —                    —  348,000 

Army,            —                —            —  i',6oo,ooo 

Militia,             .   —             —           —  91,000 

Mifcellaneous  fervices,         —         —  74t274 

Appropriated  duties,            —                —  66,538 

Totals  of  Expenditure, —- if.x4»478,i8i        ;C«^4»478,i8i 


Annual  Surplus,         ^^.901,001  >C*9'9>290 

This  account  of  the  public  receipts  for  two  years,  may,  at  this  time,  be  confidered  as  die 
annual,  income  of  this  country,  and  upon  the  true  ftatement  of  which  there  is  every  reafon  to 
rely.  There  is  a  fmall  difference  in  the  two  ftatements  of  about  20,oool.  in  the  two  terras ; 
which,  however,  can  be  of  no  confequence  to  the  general  objcft  for  which  they  were  made.— 
In  ihort,  from  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  regulations  that  have  been  made  to  crufli 
clandeftine  trade,  and  other  meafarcs  in  agitation  to  reprefs  the  frauds  on  the  revenue,  it 
might  be  faid,  with  truth,  that  the  nation  poffeflcd  an  incrcafing  annual  income  of  15,000,000!. 
and  upwards,  which  miglit  be  confidently  relied  on  as  poffeffing  a  fund  for  an  annual  diminu- 
tion of  the  national  debt. 

As  to  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  nation,  which  the  committee  ftated  to  amount  to  up- 
wards  of  14,000,0001.  there  is  great  part  of  the  particular  items  of  which  this  fum  is  made  up, 
that  the  committee  omitted  to  mention,  becaufe  the  fums  charged  have  been  previoufly  ftated 
by  aft  of  Parliament.  Thefe  they  confider  as  permanent  expenccs,  and,  therefore,  diftinguifli 
them  from  what  is  fluftuating.  'In  the  former  defcription  they  include  the  intereft  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  the  Exchequer  bills,  civil  lift,  charges  on  tfie  aggregate  fund,  and  the.  appropri- 
ated duties,  the  whole  of  which  diviiion  amounts  to  10,5641000].  and  upwards. 

The  other  clafs  of  expences  includes  the  different  eftablilhmcnts  for  the  defence  of  the 
nation, — as  the  army,  the  navy,  the  oVdnancc,  and  the  militia,  &c.— There  may  be  extraor- 
dinary charges  for  thefe  purpofes  ;  but  in  the  prefent  eftimate,  the  committee  ftated  the  ex- 
pence  only  that  muft  be  occafioned  by  a  peace  eftabhfhment,  which  they  have  done  on  a  very 
enlarged  and  liberal  fcale. 

Vol.  IV*  4  H  They 
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They  allow  for  the  navy,  during  peace,  iSpoo  men,  which  is  beyond  farmer  peace  eflab- 
lifhmtnts,  and  for  this  they  fet  apart  the  fum  of  i,8oo,cxx>l.  It  mull  be  obferved,  however, 
that  the  committee  do  not  flate  what  ought  to  be  the  expcnce  of  our  navy,  but  only  what, 
after  the  deduction  of  all  other  expences,  would  remain  as  a  furplus  ;  it  was  accordingly  their 
bufinefs  to  ftate  every  thing  on  the  largeft  poffible  footing.     They  have  taken  the  army  upon 

the  fame  mode  of  reafoning,  and  allow  for  the  charge  of  it  i»6oa^oooI.     The  ordnance  alfo  is 

^  

ilated  largely,  though  it  will  not,  probably,  fufFer  any  dedudion  ;  as  it  was  found  tliat  we 
were  very  deficient  in  that  branch  of  warlike  preparation  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war ;  it 
would,  therefore,  be  extremely  imprudent  to  run  a  fimilar  rifle  in  future. 

The  mifcellaneous  ferviccs  are  flated  upon  a  liberal  average  of  feveral  preceding  years.  They 
have  arifcn  chiefly  from  addrefles  of  Parliament  to  tbc  King  for  particular  grants^  and  alfo  from 
the  cftablilhmcnts  of  our  colonies  abroad,  and  from  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  their  gover- 
nors upon  the  Treafury  :  thefe  fcrvices  areftatcd  at  74,000!. — Dedufting,  therefore,  die  whole 
expenditure  from  the  annual  income,  there  remains  a  furplus  of  900,000!. 

Such  is  the  fum  which  remained  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofe  of  decreafing  the  national  debt ; 
but  as  the  fund  for^that  end  was  propofed  to  be  a  million  annually^  the  minidcr  mentioned  his 
defign  of  moving  for  certain  taxes  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

But  though  the  amount  of  the  expenditure,  as^ftated  in  the  report,  with  refpeft  to  tl^e  navy, 
army,  and  ordnance,  was  large  and  ample,  as  calculated  for  times  of  pea.ce,  and  as  they  were 
to  (land  in  future,  yet  it  fell  infinitely  (hort  of  what  was  theaftual  expenditure  for  thofc  eftab- 
liihments  for  the  prefent  year,  or  what  would  be  fo  for  two  ox  three  years  to  come.     The 
^fFefts  of  the  late  expenfive  war  would  be  naturally  felt  for  fome  time  longer,  and  the  neceflary 
claims  it  had  left  on  the  public  puife,  were  fuch  as  muft  meet  with  a  compliance.     Thus,  for 
inftance,  the  naval  half-pay  and  penfion  Jills  were  unavoidably  much  increafed,  and  a  number 
of  (hips  which  were  now  on  the  ftocks,.  were  to  be  completed  ;  fo  that  the  allowance  for  the 
navy,  which,  according  to  the  report,  was  no  more  than  i,8oo,6ool.  amounts,,  in  the  prefent 
year,  to  2,400,000!.     In  the  fa(ne  manner,  the  exceedings  of  the  army,  arifing  from  the  fame 
enormous  increafe  of  the  half-pay  and  penfion  lifts,  amounted  to  260,000!.  ov^r  and  above 
the  fum  allowed  for  that  fervice  in  the  report,     Thefe  exceedings,  however,  from  their  very 
nature,  would  gradually  diminifh,  and,  in  time,  be  reduced  to  nothing.  '  Suppofing  them, 
therefore,  to  laft  four  years,  fuch  were  the  extraordinary  refources"  of  this  country,  that  an 
adequate  provifion  could  l>e  found,  without  laying  any  frefli  burthens  on  tlie  people.    The 
furpluflcs  of  the  feveral  funds,  and  the  army  favin^s, — the  arrears  ftill  due  from  paymafters,^ 
a  lottery,  if  neceflary, — balance  due  from  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  the  fubfiftence  of  troops 
in  India,  and  ofviftualling  the  navy, — the  unclaimed  dividends  in  the  funds,— the  fale  of 
crown  lands, — the  increafe  of  the  cuftoips,  arifing  from  the  fupprefiion  of  fmuggling, — other 
regulations -at  this  time  in  agitation  relative  to  the  revenues, — and  a  plan  under  confideratioh 
for  the  confolidation  of  the  cuftoms,  formed  a  mafs  of  refouix:es  fully  equal  to  the  exceedings 
of  our  eftablifhments  already  mentioned,  if  not  more  than  fufficient  to  difcharge  them. 

For  the  purpofe  of  enfuring  the  due  application  of  this  finking  fund  of  i,coo,oool.  per  an- 
num to  its  deftined  ohjeft,  it  was  propofed  to  veft  in  a  certain  number  of  commiflioners  the 
full  power  of  difpofing  of  it  in  the  purchafe  of  ftock  for  the  public  in  their  own  names  :  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls, 
the  Governor  and  Deputy-governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  Accountant-general  of 
the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  were  propofed. as  the  commiflioners,  who  fhould  receive  the  an- 
nual 
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X786  nual  million  by  quarterly  payments. of  250,000!.  to  be  iffued  out  of  the  Exchequer,  before  any 
other  money,  except  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt.  By  thefe  pfovifions,  the  bind  would 
be  fecured,  and  nq  deficiencies  in  the  national  revenues  could  afFeft  it,  as  all  fuch  were  in- 
tended to  be  feparately  provided  for  by  Parliament.  According  to  thefe  calculations  it  appears, 
that  the  accumulated  compound  intereft  on  a  million  yearly,  together  with  the  annuities  that 
will  fall  into  that  fund,  will,  in  28  years,  amount  to  fuch  a  fum  as  will  leave  a  furplus  of  four 
millions  annually,  to  be  applied,  if  neceffary,  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 

From  the  rcafonings  and  ftatements  employed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  this 
important  occafion,  it  was  evident,  firft,  that  the  yearly  income  of  the  ftate  exceeded  the  per- 
manent level  of  its  expenditure,  by  a  fum  of  900,000!. ;  fecondly,  that  this  fum  would  be  in- 
creafed  to  i,ooo,oooL  by  means  in  no  wife  burthenfome  to  the  people  ;  thirdly,  that  although 
the  prefent  eftablilhment  exceeded,  in  certain  inftances,  the  fame  eftabliflimehts  as  ftated  In 
the  report  of  the  feleft  committee,  yet  there  were  ample  refources  and  contingent  and  out- 
fianding  receipts  fufficient  to  overbalance  fuch  exceflcs,  without  having  recburfe  to  any  frefli 
taxes  ;  and,  laftly,  that  the  ways  and  means  for  the  prefent  year  would  be  fuf&cient  to  furnilh 
the  fupplies,^  together  with  the  fum  of  250,0001.  to  be  applied  quarterly  towards  the  cftablifh- 
ment  of  the  new  fund ;  and,  after  all,  would  leave  a  confiderable  balance  to  be  carried  to  the 
next  year.  On  thefe  grounds,  Mr.  Pitt  moved,  **  That  the  fum  of  i,00opool.  be  annually 
granted  to  certain  commiffioners,  to  be  by  them  applied  to  the  purchafe  of  ftocks,  towards  dif- 
charging  the  public  debt  of- this  country;  which  money  (Jiall  arife  out  of  the  furplufles,  ex- 
ceftes,  and  overplus  monies  compofing  the  fund  commonly  called  the  finking  fund*" — The 
policy  ofmaking  the  income  of  the  ftate  fo  far  exceed  its  expenditvre  as  to  leave  a  confiderable 
furplus  towards  the  liquidation  of  the.  public  debt,  was  univerfally  acknowledged ;  and  the 
motion  was  acqordingly  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  a  divifion. 

Some  obje6tions  were  however  made,  on  the  part  of  oppofition,  to  the  propofed  plan,  re-^ 
fpefting  the  mode  of  accomplifliing  it,  and  the  fallacy  of  the  calculations  ;  but  thefe  obje£lions 
were  over-ruled,  and  the  bill  at  length  received  the  royal  aflent,  and  promifes  to  anfwcr,  to 
the  utnv)ft  extent,  the  patriotic  defign  of  the  minifter  who  propofed  it. 

As  it  was  a  very  principal  objeA  of  the  meafilres  of  the  prefent  feffion  to  extend  and  fecure 
to  Great  Britain  the  bleffings  of  peace,  the  melioration  of  her  revenues,  and  the  improvement 
of  her  commerce,  we  fhall  juft  mention  fuch  as  were  intended  to  promote  thefe  great  views, 
and  particularly  to  give  ftrength  and  permanence  to  our  commerce. 

The  firft  of  them  confifted  of  a  bill,  which  was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Charles  Jenkinfon, 
fince  created  Lord  Hawkcft)ury,  for  the  further  incrcafe  and  ejicouragement  of  our  (hippiug 
and  navigation,  an^  to  prevent  the  frauds  by  which  former  regulations  were  fuppofcd  to  have 
been  evaded.  Jt  is  well  known  that  the  navigation  laws  of  Great  Britain  are  in  direft  oppofi- 
tion to  the  abftra£t  and  philofophical  ideas  that  have  been  entertained  in  behalf  of  free  trade  ; 
dnd  it  is  not  lefs  notorious  that  they  are  an  obje£t  of  extreme  attachment,  and  a  fource  of  high  - 
popularity  among  the  fubjefts  of  the  Britilh  realm  ;  and  ia  order  to  ftrengthen  their  operations, 
this  bill  enads,  that,  in  future,  no  Ihips  ftiould  be  deemed  Britifh-built  that  were  not  aftually 
built  in  Great  Britain  or  her  dominions  :  it  alfo  extended  and  regulated  the  mode  of  regifter 
upon  that  fubjeft,  as  well  |s  raifed  to  an  higher  amount  what  was  called  the  alien's  duty,  im- 
pofing  it  on  the  Americans,  who  were  very  juftly  confidered  as  no  loDgcr  entitled  to  an 
xxcmption  from  it. 
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1786  Several  otber  meaCures,  founded  upon  that  fyftem  of  monopoly  and  national  pceferencf 
which  form  the  fpirit  of  the  navigation  laws,  were  brought  forward  in  this  feilian  by  th^  fame 
gentleman.  The  a&s  ef  Parliament  by  which  bounties  were  given  to  the  fifheries  of  New- 
foundland^ Greenland,  and  the  Sovth  Sea»  being  on  the  point  of  expiring,  it  was  intended, 
with  fome  vari;ition,  to  perpetuate  thefe  meafures.  In  moving  for  the  bill  for  increaiing  the 
fifhery  of  Newfoundland,  Mr.  Jenkinfon  explained  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  principle 
upon  which  that  fifhery  ought  to  be  conducted.  It  was  eflential  to  preferve  it  entirely  a  firi- 
tiih  fiihery ;  and  this  could  be  only  done  by  confining  it  to  Britiih  (hips,  navigated  from  Great 
Britain^  an4  by.  preventing  any  permanent  fettlcment  from  being  made  on  the  ifland  of  New- 
foundland* The  obvious  confequence  of  fuch  a  fettlement  would  be^  as  it  happened  in  New 
England,  thait  the  colony  would  take  the  fiflicry  into  its  own  hands,  and  they  would  thereby 
be  ultimately  and  perpetually  loft  to  this  country.  He  fuggefted  various  provifions  to  remedy 
this  inconvenience,  and  particularly  that  the  ftages,  curing  houfes,  &c,  on  the  ifland  ihould 
be  no  longer  the  property  of  thofe  who  might  have  erefted  them  than  while  they  employ  them 
in  the  bufinefe  of  the  fishery  ;  and  that,  if  left,  they  {hould  become  liable  to  be  occupied  by 
thofe  who  arrived  firft  at  the  time  of  the  enfuing  feafon. 

With  refpeft  to  the  Greenland  fifhery,  the  defign  of  Mr.  Jenkinfon  was  to  reduce  the 
bounty  from.  40s.  which  was  then  given,  to  30s.  He  ftated,  that  the  fums  which  this  coun- 
try had  paid  in  bounties  for  the  Greenland  fifhery  amounted  to  1,265,4611. ;  that,  in  the  laft 
year,  we  had  paid  94,8581. ;  and  that,  froni  the  confequent  redu£tion  of  the  price  of  the  fifli, 
the  public,  at  prefent,  paid  60  per  cent,  upon  every  cargo.  In  the  Greenland  fifhery  there 
were  employed  6,000  feamen,  and  thefe  feamen  coft  government  13I.  los,  per  man  per  annum, 
though  we  were  never  able  to  obtain  more  than  500  of  that  number  to  ferve  on  board  our  fhips 
of  war.  Befides,  the  vaft  encouragement  given  to  the  trade  had  occafioned  fuch  a  glut  in  the 
market,  that  it  was  found  neceflary  to  export  confiderable  quantities  ;  and  thus  we  paid  a  large 
Ihare  of  the  purchafe-money  for  foreign  nations,  a^  well  as  for  our  awn  people,  befides 
fupplying  them  with  the  materials  of  feveral  important  manufadures.  This  propofition  was 
oppofed  by  feveral  refpe£lable  members  of  Parliament,  but  was  finally  carried. 

The  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  engrofied  no  incdnfiderable  attention  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  fefiion,  and  feveral  bills  were  pafled  for  the  further  government  of  the  Britifh 
territories  and  regulation  of  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies* 

A  confiderable  portion  of  the  latter  part  of  this  fefiion  was  alfo  given  to  the  produdion  of 
charges  againft  Warren  Haftings,  Efq,  late  governor-general  of  Bengal,  and  to  the  hearing  of 
his  defence.  Two  of  thefe  charges  were  regularly  debated ;  the  one  concerning  his  conduft  in 
the  Rohilla  war,  in  which  be  was  acquitted  of  criminality  ;  and  the  other  refpeAing  the  depo- 
fition  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  which  was  declared  to  conuin  matter  of  impeachmofit  againfl 
him.     The  fucceeding  charges  were  poftponed  to  another  fefiion. 

On  the  I  ith  of  July,  his  Majefty  put  an  end  to  this  fefiion  by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne  ; 
in  which  he  obferved,  that  he  could  not  difmifs  his  Parliament  without  expreffing-  the  particu- 
lar fatisfadion  with  which  he  had  obferved  their  diligent  attention  to  the  public  bufine£s,  and 
the  meafures  they  had  adopted  for  improving  the  refources  of  the  country.  After  thanking 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  provifion  they  bad  made  for  difcharging  the  incumbrances  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  mentioning  the  plan  for  the  reduAion  of  the  national  debt  in  terms  of  high 
approbation!  he  added^  that  tlie  happy  efie£ts  of  peace  had  already  appeared  in  the  extenfion 
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1786  of  the  national  conamerce>  2nd  that  no  meafare  (hotiid  be  wanting,  on  bis  part,  which  could 
tend  to  confirm  thefe  advantages,  and  to  give  additional  encouragement  to  the  manu&ftures 
and  indufiry  of  his  people. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce,  which  had  been  figned  the  prece- 
ding year  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  and  tlic  United  States  of  America,  at 
the  courts  of  the  Hague,  London,  and  Paris,  was  ratified,  in  due  form,  by  the  American^: 
Congrefs.     This  treaty  is  to  be  in  force  for  ten  years  from  the  exchange  of  ratifications. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  a  convention  was  figned  at  London  between  bis  Britannic  Majefly. 
and  the  King  of  Spain ;  the  objed  of  which  is,  the  fettlements,  boundaries,  and  trade  of  the 
Mufquito  coafts,  &c.     The  principal  articles  are  as  follow  :•-- 

*^'  Article  L  His  Britannic  Majefly's  fubjefts,  and  the  other  colonifls  who  have  hitherto 
enjoyed  the  prote£^ion  of  England,  (hall  evacuate  the  country  q£  the  Mufquitos,  as  well  as  the 
continent  in  general,  and  the  iflands  adjacent,  without  exception,  fituated  beyond  the  line 
defcribed  in  the  fecond  article,  as  what  ought  ta  be  tlie  frontier  of  the  extent  of  territory 
granted  by  his  Catholic  Majefly  to  the  Englifli,  for  the  ufes  fpecified  in  the  third  article  of  the 
prefent  convention,  and  in  addition  to  the  country  already  granted  them  in  virtue  of  the  flipu- 
lations  agreed  upon  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  two  crowns  in  1783. 

**  II.  It  is  agreed  that  the  Englifh  line,  beginning  from  the  fea,  (hall  take  the  centre  of 
the  river  Sibwn  or  Jabon,.  and  continue  up  to  the  fource  of  the  faid  river  ;  from  thence  it  fhall 
crofs,  in  a  ftraight  line,  the  intermediate  land,  till  it  interfeds  the  river  Wallis;  and  by  the 
centre  of  the  fame  river  the  faid  lint  (hall  defcend  to  the  point  where  it  will  meet  the  line  al- 
ready fettled  and  marked  out  by  the  commiflaries  of  the  two  crowns  in  1783  ;  which  limits^ 
following  the  continuation  of  the  faid  line,  (hall  be  obferved  as  formerly  flipulated  by  tlie  de-^ 
finitive  treaty. 

**  III.    Brilifh  fubjefts  are  permitted  to  cut  all  other  wood,  as  well  as  logwood,  not  ex*- 
cepting  mahogany  ;  and  to  gather  and  carry  away  the  fruits  and  produce  of  the  earth  in  their 
natural  and  uncultivated  ftatc  ;  and  alfo  to  ufc  faw-mills  for  cutting  or  otherwife  preparing. 
[  the  wood. 

*^  IV.  tin  d  V.  The  Engli(h  are  permitted  to  occupy  the  fmall  ifland  known  by  the  names 
ofCaffina,  St.  George's  Key,  or  Cayo  Caffina,  in  confidcration  of  the  circumftance  of  that 
part  of  the  coafts  oppo(ite  to  the  faid  ifland  being  looked  upon  as  fubjeft  to  dangerous  difor- 
ders.  They  are  alfo  allowed  the  liberty  of  refitting  their  merchant  (hips  in  the  fouthern  tri- 
angle included  between  the  point  Cayo  Cadina  and  the  cluftet  of  fmall  iflands  which  arc  fitu- 
ated oppolite  to  that  part  of  the  coaft  occupied  by  the  cutters,  at  the  diftajice  of  eight  leagues 
from  the  river  Wallis,  feven  from  Cayo  CafGna,  and  three  from  the  river  Sibun,  a  place 
which  has  been  always  found  to  be  well  adapted  to  that  purpofe.  But  no  fortifications  or 
military  works  are  to  be  conftrufted  in  thefe  places,  nor  any  (hips  of  war  to  be  ftationed  there». 

**  YL  The  £ng]i(h  are  allowed  to  fi(h  on  the  coaft  of  the  country  a(&gned  to  diem  by  the 
laft  treaty  of  peace,  as  alfo  of  that  which  is  added  to  them  by  the  prefent  convention,  &c. 

*^  VIII.  It  is  agreed,  that,  if  in  courfe  of  time,  the  Engli(h.  (hould  be  in  want  of  dying- 
wood  or  mahogany,  with  which  the  Spani(h  pofteflions  might  be  provided,  the  Spanifh  govern* 
ment  (hall  make  no  difficulty  to  furnifh  a  fupply  to  the  Englifh  at  a  fair  and  reafonable  price* 

The  other  articles  contain  feveral  fubordinate  regulations  concerning  formalities,  &c.  be- 
tween the  officers  and  fubjefts  of  the  two  powers* 
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1786  On  the  26th  of  September,  the  following  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  between  his 
Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  was  iigncd  at  Verfailles,  The  novelty  a$ 
well  as  importance  6f  this  treaty,  and  the  advantages  it  promifcs  to  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  induces  us  to  infert  it  in  all  its  form  and  extent. 

Treaty  ^CoMMiRCE  and  Navigation  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King,  Jigned  at  Ferfailles^  the  26th  of  September j  1786  ;  as  publiJ?Kd  by  authority: 

**  His  Britannic  Majefty,  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  being  equally  animated  with  the 
defirc  not  only  of  confolidating  the  good  harmony  which,  aft ually  fubfifts  between  them,  but 
alfo  of  extending  the  happy  efFefts  thereof  to  their  Vefpeftive  fubjcfts,  have  thought  that  the 
moft  efficacious  means  for  attaining  thofe  objefts,  conformably  to  the  18th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  peace,  iigned  the  6th  of  September,  1783,  would  be  to  adopt  a  fyftem  of  commerce  on  the 
bafis  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience;  which,  by  difcontinuiiig  the  prohibitions  and 
prohibitory  duties  which  have  exifted  for  almoft  a  century  between  the  two  nations,  might 
procure  the  moft  folid  advantages,  on  both  fides,  to  the  national  produftions  and  induftry, 
and  put  an  end  to  contraband  trade,  no  lefs  injurious  to  the  public  revenue  than  to  that  law- 
ful commerce  which  is  alone  entitled  to  proteflion  :  for  this  end,  their  faid  Majefties  have 
named  for  their  commiffaries  and  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  Wil- 
liam Eden,  Efq,  privy  counfellor  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  member  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment, and  his  envoy  extraordinary  and  miniftcr  plenipotentiary  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  ; 
and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  the  Sieur  Jofeph  Mathias  Gerard  de  Rayneval,  knight,  coun- 
fellor of  ftate,  knight  of  the  royal  order*  of  Charles  III. ;  who,  after  having  exchanged  their 
refpcft^ivc  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  :— 

"  Article  I.    It  is  agreed  and  concluded  between  the  Moft  Serene  and  Moft  Potent  King  of. 

*     Great  Britain,  and  the  Moft  Serene  and  Moft  Potent  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  that  there  Ihall 

.  be  a  reciprocal  and  entirely  perfeft  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  between  the  fubjefts  of 

each  party,  in  all  and  every  the  kingdoms,  ftates,  provinces,  and   territories  fubjeft  to  their 

Majefties  in  Europe,  for  all  arid  fihgular  kinds  of  goods,  in  thofe  places,  upon  the  conditions, 

and  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  is  fettled  and  adjufted  in  tlie  following  articles.    . 

**  II.  For  the  future  fecurity  of  commerce  and  friendfliip  between  the  fubjefts  of  their  faid 
Majefties,  and  to,  the  end  that  this  good  correfpondence  may  be  preferved  from  all  interruption 
and  difturbance,  it  is  concluded^and  agreed,  that  if,  at  any  time,  there  fhould  arife  any  mif- 
underftanding,  breach  of  friendfliip,  or  rupture  between  the  crowns  of  their  Majefties,  which 
God  forbid  !  (which  rupture  (hall  not  be  deemed  to  exift  until  the  recalling  or  fending  home 
of  the  rcfpeftive  ambafladors  or  minifters)  the  fubjefts  of  each  of  the  two  parties  refiding  in 
the  dominions  of  the  other,  ftiall  have  the  privilege  of  remaining  and  continuing  their  trade 
therein,  without  any  manner  of  difturbance,  fo  long  as  they  behave  peaceably,  and  commit 
no  offence  againft  the  laws  and  ordinances  ;  and  in  cafe  their  conduft  fhould  render  them  fuf- 
pefted,  and  the  refpeftive  governments  fhould  be  obliged  to  order  tl^eth  to  remove,  the. term 
of  twelve  months  fhall  be  allowed  them  for  that  purpofe,  in  order  that  they  may  remove,  with 
their  effefts  and  property,  whether  entruft'ed  to  individuals  or  to  the  ftate.  At  the  fame  time 
it  is  to  be  underftood,  that  this  favour  is  not  to  be  extended  to  thofe  who  fhall  aft  contrary 
to  the  eftablilhed  laws. 

**  III.  It  is  likcwife  agreed  and  concluded,  that  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  king- 
doms, provinces,  and  dominions  of  their  Majefties,  fhall  exerdife  no  afts  of  hoftility  or  vio- 
lence againft  each  other,  cither  by  fca  or  by  land,  or  ia  rivers,  ftreams,  ports,  or  havens, 
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1786  under  any  colour  or  pretence  whatfoever  ;  fo  that  the  fubjeSs  of  either  party  (hall  receive  no 
patent,  commiflion,  or  inftruftion  for  arming  and  afting  at  fca  as  privateers,  nor  letters  of 
reprifaJ,  as  they  are  called,  from  any  princes  or  ftates, 'enemies  to  the  other  party ;  nor 
by  virtue,  or  under  colour  of  fuch  patents,  comn^iffions,  or  reprifals,  fhall  they  difturb, 
infeft,  or  any  way  prejudice  or  damage  the  aforefaid  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King ;  neither  fhall  they  arm  (hips  in  fucli 
manner  as  is  above  faid,  or  go  out  to  fea  therewith.  To  which  end,  as  often  as  it  is  required 
by  cither  party,  drift  and  exprefs  prohibitions  fliall  be  renewed  and  publifhed  in  all  theterri- 
ritories,  countries,  and  dominions  of  each  party  whercfocver,  that  no  on^  (hall  in  any  wife 
ufe  fuch  commillions  or  letters  of  rcprifal,  under  the  fcvereft  punifhment  that  can  be  inflifled 
on  the  tranfgreilbrs,  beiides  being  liable  to  make  full  reftitution  and  fatisfa£lton  to  thofe  to 
to  whom  they  have  done  any  damage;  neither  (hall  any  letters  of  reprifal  be  hereafter  granted 
by  either  of  the'high  contrafting  parties  to  the  prejudice  or  detriment  of  the  other,  except  only 
in  fuch  cafe  wherein  juftice  is  denied  or  delayed;  which  denial  or  delay  of  juftice  fhall  not  be 
regarded  as  verified,  unlefs  the  petitions  of  the  pcrfon  who  defires  the  faid  letters  of  reprifal, 
fhall  be  communicated  to  the  minifter  redding  there  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  againft  whofe 
fubjcfts  they  are  to  be  granted;  that  within  the  fpacc  of  four  months,  or  fooner,  if  pofliblp, 
he  may  manifefl  the  contrary,  or  procure  the  fatisfaftion  wh^ch  may  be  juftly  due. 

**  IV.  The  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  refpeftivc  dominions  of  the  two  Sovereigns 
fhall  have  liberty,  freely  and  fecurely,  without  licence  or  paflport,  general  or  fpecial,  by  land 
or  by  fea,  or  any  other  way,  to  enter  into  the  kingdoms,  dominions,  provinces,  countries, 
iflands,  cities,  villages,  towns,  walled  or  unwallcd,  fortified  or  unfortified,  porta,  or  terri- 
tories whatfoever,  of  either  Sovereigns,  fituated  in  Europe,  and\o  return  from  thenc«,  re- 
main there,  or  to  pafs  through  the  fame,  and  therein  to  buy  and  purchafe,  as  they  pleafe,  all 
things  nece(rary  for  their  fubfiftence  and  ufe,  and  they  fhall  mutually  be  treated  with  all  kind- 
nefs  and  favour  :— Provided,  however,  that  in  all  thefe  matters,  they  behave  and  conduft 
themfelvcs  conformably  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes,  and  live  with  each  other  in  a  friendly  and 
peaceable  manner,  and  promote  reciprocal  concord,  by  maintaining  a  mutual  good  under- 
ftanding. 

"  V,  The  fubjefts  of  each  of  their  faid  Majefties  may  have  leave  and  licence  to  come  with 
their  fhips,  as  alfo  with  the  merchandizes  and  goods  on  board  the  fame,  the  trade  and  impor- 
tation whereof  are  not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  either  kingdoms,  and  to  enter  into  the  coun- 
tries, dominions,  cities,  ports,  places,  and  rivers  of  cither  party,  fituated  in  Europe,  to  refort 
thereto,  and  to  remain  and  refide  there,  without  any  limitation  or  time  ;  alfo  to  hire  houfes, 
or  to  lodge  with  other  perfons,  and  to  buy  all  lawful  kinds  of  merchandizes,  where  they  think 
fit,  either  from  the  firft  maker  or  the  feller,  or  in  any  otiier  manner,  whether  in  the  public  mar- 
ket for  the  fale  of  merchandizes,  or  in  fairs,  or  wherever  fuch  merchandizes  are  manufaftared 
or  fold.  They  may  likewife  dcpofit  and  keep  in  their  magazines  and  vvarehoufes  the  nierchan- 
'dizes  brought  from  other  parts,  and  afterwards  expofe  the  fame  to  lale,  without  being  in  any 
wife  obliged,  unlefs  willingly  and  of  their  own  accord,  to  bring  tlvc  faid  merchandises  to  the 
marts  and  fairs.  Neither  are  they  to  be  burthened  with  any  impofitions  or  duties  on  account 
of  the  faid  freedom  of  trade,  or  for  any  other  caufe  whatfoevcr,  except  thofe  which  are  to  be 
paid  for  their  fliips  and  merchandizes,  conformably  to  the  regulations  of  the  prefcnt  treaty,  or 
thofe  to  which  the  fubjefts  of  the  two  contrafting  parties  Ihail  themfelves  be  liable.  And  they 
fhall  have  free  leave  to  remove  themfelves,  as  alfo  tlicir  wives,  children,  and  fervants,  together 
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1786  with  their  merchandises,  property,  goodsp  oreffeds,  whether  bought  or  imported,  wherever 
they  Ihall  think  fit,  out  of  either  kingdom,  by  land  and  by  fea,  on  the  rivers  and  frefh  waters, 
after  dilchaiging  the  ufual  duties  ;  any  law,  privilege,  grlnt,  immunities,  or  cuftoms,  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  In  matters  of  religion,  the  fubjefts  of  the  two 
crowns  fhail  enjoy  perfeA  liberty :— they  Ihall  not  be  compelled  to  attjend  divine  fenrice, 
whether  in  the  churches  or  elfewhere ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  fhall  be  permitted,  without 
moleftation,  to  perform  the  exercifes  of  their  religion  privately,  in  tlieir  own  houfes,  and  in 
their  own  way.  Liberty  (hall  not  be  refufed  to  bury  the  fubjefts  of  either  kingdom  who  die 
in  the  territories  of  the  other,  in  convenient  places  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe ;  nor  fhali 
the  funerals  or  fepulchreS  of  the  deceafed  be  in  any  wife  difturbed.  The  laws  and  ftatutes  of 
each  kingdom  (hall  remain  in  full  force  and  vigour,  and  (hall  be  duly  put  in  execution,  whe- 
ther they  relate  to  commerce  and  navigation,  or  to  any  other  right,  thofe  cafes  only  excepted, 
concerning  which  it  is  odierwife  determined  in  the  articles  of  this  prefent  treaty. 

**  VI.  The  two  hig^  contracting  parties  have  thought  propter  to  fettle  the  duties  on  certain 
goods  and  merchandizes,  in  order  to  fix  invariably  the  footing  on  which  the  trade  therein  (hall 
be  e{labli(hed  between  the  two  nations :  in  confequence  of  which,  they  have  agreed  upon  the 
following  tariff,  viz. 

•*  ift.  The  wines  of  France,  imported  direflly  from  France  into  Great  Britain,  (hall,  in 
no  cafe,  pay  any  higher  duties  than  thofe  which  the  wines  of  Portugal  now  pay. 

•*  The  wines  of  France,  imported  direftly  from  France  into  Ireland,  (hall  pay  no  higher 
duties  than  thofe  which  they  now  pay. 

•*  ad.  The  vinegars  of  France,  inftead  of  fixty-feven  pounds  five  (hillings  and  three-pence 
and  twelve-twentieths  of  a  penny  flerling,  per  ton,  which  they  now  pay,  fhall  not,  for  the  fix- 
ture, pay  in  Great  Britain,  any  higher  duties  than  thirty-two  pounds  eighteen  (hillings  and 
ten-pence,  and  (ixteen-twentieths  of  a  penny  flerling  per  ton, 

<•  3d.  The  brandies  of  France,  inftead  of  nine  (hillings  and  fix- pence  and  twelve-twentieths 
ofa  penny  ftcrling,  ftiall,  for  the  future,  pay  in  Great  Britain,  only  feven  (hillings  flerling 
per  gallon,  making  four  quarts,  Englifh  meafure. 

**  4th.  Oil  of  olives,  coming  direflly  from  France,  (hall,  for  the  future,  pay  no  higher 
duties  than  are  now  paid  for  the  fame  from  the  mofk  favoured  nations. 

**  5th.    Beer  fhall  pay  reciprocally  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

**  6th.  The  duties  on  hardware,  cutlery,  cabinet-ware,  turnery,  and  alfo  all  works,  both 
heavy  and  light,  of  iron,  fteel,  copper,  and  brafs,  (hall  be  claflfed ;  and  the  higheft  duty  (hall 
not  exceed  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

**  7th.  All  forts  of  cottons  manufa^ured  in  the  dominions* of  the  two  fovercigns  in  Europe, 
and  alfo  woollens,  whether  knit  or  wove,  including  hofiery,  fhall  pay,  in  both  countries,  an 
import  duty  of  1 2  per  cent.  c7^t;tf/0r^m  ;  all  manufaftures  of  cotton  or  wool,  mixed  with  filk 
excepted,  which  fhall  remain  prohibited  on  both  fides. 

•*  8th.  Cambrics  and  lawns  fhall  pay,  in  both  countries,  an  import  duty  of  5s.  or  fix  Hvres 
Tournois,  per  demi  piece  of  j^  yards,  Englilh  meafure;  and  linens,  made  of  flax  or  hemp, 
manufaAur^d  in  the  dominions  of  the  two  fovereigns  in  Europe,  fhall  pay  no  higher  duties, 
either  in  Great  Britain  or  France,  than  linetis  manufaftured  in  Holland  or  Flanders,  import- 
-cd  into  Great  Britain,  now  pay. 

"  And  linen  made  of  flax  or  hemp,  manufafturedln  Ireland  or  France,  fliall  reciprocally 
pay  no  higher  duties,  than  linens  roanufafturcd  in  Holland,  imported  into  Ireland,  now  pay. 

*'  9th.  Sadiery 
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1786       "  gth,  Sadlcry  fhall  reciprocally  pay  an  import  duty  of  15  per  cent,  advalcrem* 

*•  icth.  Gauzes  of  all  forts  ihall  reciprocally  pay  10  per  cent.  a^/7/<x/!7r^m. 

**  nth.  Millinery  made  up  of  muflin,  lawn,  cambric,  or  gauze  of  «very  kind,  or  of  any 
other  article  admitted  under  the  prefent  tariff,  fhall  pay  reciprocally  a  duty  of  12  per  cent,  ad 
valorem :  and  if  any  articles  (hall  be  ufed  therein,  which  are  not  fpecified  in  the  tariff,  they 
Ihall  pay  no  higher  duties  than  thofe  paid  for  the  fame  articles  by  the  mod  favoured  nations. 

"  I  ath.  Porcelain,  tfarthen-ware,  and  pottery,  ihall  pay  reciprocally  twelve  percent,  ad 
valorem. 

"  15th.  Platt-glafs  and  glafs-ware  in  general  fhall  be  admitted,  on  each  fide,  paying  a  duty 
■    of  12  percent,  ad  valorem. 

**  His  Britannic  Majcfly  refcrves  the  right  of  countervailing,  by  additional  duties  on  the 
under-mentioned  mercha;ndizes,  the  internal  duties  aSually  impofed  upon  the  manufactures, 
or  the  import  duties  which  are  charged  on  the  raw  materials  ;  namely,  on  all  linens  or  cottons, 
ftained  or  printed,  on  be^,  glafs  ware,  plate  glais,  andiron. 

"  And  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  alfo  refcrves  the  right  of  doing  the  fame,  with  regard  to 
the  following  merchandizes ;  namely,  cottgns,  iron,  and  beer. 

"  And  for  the  better  fecuring  the  due  colledion  of  the  duties  payable  advahremj  which  are 
fpecified  in  the  above  tariff,  the  faid  contracting  parties  will  concert  with  each  other  as  well 
the  form  of  the  declarations  to  be  made,  as  alfo  the  proper  meaTi3  of  preventing  fraud  with 
cefpeft  to  the  real  value  of  thefaid  goods  and  merdiandizes. 

^  But  if  it  fhall  hereafter  appear  that  any  miftakes  have  inadvertently  been  made  in  the 
above  tariff,  contrary  to  the  principles,  on  which  it  is  founded,  the  two  fovereigns  will  con- 
cert with  good  faith  upon  the  means  of  rectifying  them. 

"  VII.  The  duties  above  fpecified  are  not  to  be  altered  but  by  mutual  confent;  and  the 
merchandizes  .not  above  fpecified  fhall  pay,  in  the  dominions  of  tlie  two  fovereigns,  the  im« 
port  and  export  duties  payable  in  each  of  the  fafd  dominions  by  the  moft  favoured  European 
nations,  at  the  time  the  prefent  treaty  bears  date ;  and  the  fhips  belonging  to  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  faid  dominions  fhall  alfo  refpeCtiveiy  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges^  and  advantages  which 
are  granted  to  ihofe  of  the  mofit  favoured  European  nations. 

"  And  it  being  the  intention  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  tljat  their  refpeCtivc  fub- 
jeCts  fhould  be  in  the  dominions  of  eadi  other,  upon  a  footing  as  advantageous  as  thofe  of 
other  European  nations,  they  agree  that,  in  cafe  they  fhall  hereafter  grant  any  additional  ad- 
vantages in  navigation  or  trade  to  any  other  European  nation,  they  will  reciprocally  allow 
their  faid  fubjeCts  to  participate  therein ;  without  prejudice,  however,  to  the  advantages  which 
they  referve,  viz.  France  in  favour  of  Spain,  in  confequence  of  the  24th  article  of  the  family 
compact,  fjgnedthe  loth  of  May,  1761,  and  England  according  to  what  fhe  has  praCtsfed  in 
conformity  to,  and  in  confequence  of  the  convention  of  1703,  between  England  and  Portugal. 
•^*  And  to  the  end  that  every  perfon  may  know,  with-  certainty,  the  ftate  of  the  aforefaid 
impofb,  cufloms,  import  and  export  duties,  whatever  they  may  be,  it  is  agreed  that  tariffs, 
indicating  the  impofls,  cuftoms,  and  eftal>lifbed  duties,  fhall  be  af&xed  in  public  places,  a$ 
well'in  Rouen  and  the  other  trading  cities  of  France,  as  in  London  and  the  other  trading 
cities  under  the  dominion  of  the  King  of -Great  Britain,  that  rccourfe  may  be  had  to  them 
whenever  any  difference  ihall  arife  concerning  fuch  impofls,  cuftoms,  and  duties,  which  fhall 
not  be  levied,  otherwife  than  in  conformity  to  what  is  clearly  expreflcd  in  the  faid  tariffs,  and 
according  to  their  natural  conflruCtion  :  and  if  any  officer,  or  other  perfon  in  his  name,  fhail. 

Vox-.  IV.  4  I  under 
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.1786  under  any  pretence,  publicly  or  privately,  direSly,  or  mdireaiy,  demand  or  talfc  of  a  mcr-  * 
chant,  or  of  any  other  pcrfon,  any  fum  of  money,  or  any  thing  clfe,  on  account  of  dmies, 
impoft,  fearch,  or  compenfation,  although  it  be  under  th^pame  of  a  free  gift,  of  undqr  any 
other  pretence,  more  or  otherwife  than  what  is  above  prefcribed  ;  kifuch  cafe  the  faid  oflScer^ 
or  his  deputy,  if  he  be  accufed  and  conviftcd  of  the  fame  before  a  competent  judge,  in  the 
place  where  the  crime  was*  committed,  fhall  give  full  fatisfa£tion  to  the  injured  party^  and  fhall 
likewife  fuffer  the  penalty  prefcribed  by  the  law8« 

"  VIII.  No  merchandizes  exported  from  the  countries  refpeftively  under  the  dominion  of 
their  M ajefties,  Ihall  hereafter  be  fubjeft  tp  be  Infpefled  or  confifoited,  under  any  pretence  of 
fraud  or  defe£t  in  making  or  working  them,  or  of  any  other  iolperfeftion  whatfocver ;  but  ab- 
folute  freedom  Ihall  be  allowed  to  the  buyer  and  feller  to  bargain  and  fix  the  price  for  the  fame, 
as  they  fhall  fee  good ;  aity  law,  ftatute,  edi£t,  proclamation,  privilege,  grant,  or  cuftom  to    . 
the  contrary  notwithilanding. 

**  IX,  Whereas  feveral  kinds  of  merchandizes,  which  are  ufually  contained  in  cafks,  chefts, 
or  other  cafes,  and  for  which  the  duties  are  paid  by  weight,  will  be  exported  from  and  im- 
ported into  France  by  Britilh  fubjefls ;  it  is  agreed  that,  in  fuch  cafe,  the  aforefaid  duties  fhall 
be  demanded  only  according  to  the  real  weight  of  the  merchandizes  ;  and  the  weight  of  the 
cafks,  chefls,  and  other  cafes  whatever,  fhall  be  deducted,  in  the  fame  manner  as  has  been, 
and  is  now  pra£lifed  in  England. 

**  X.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  if  any  miflake  or  error  fllall  be  committed  by  any  njafler  of 
a  fhip,  his  interpreter  or  faftof,  or  by  others  employed  by  him,  in  making  the  entry  or  decla- 
ration of  her  cargo,  neither  the  fhip  nor  the  cargo  fhall  be  ibbjeA  for  fuch  defed,.  to  confif- 
cation ;  but  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  proprietors  to  take  back  again,  fuch  goods  as  were  omitted 
in  the  entry  or  declaration  of  the  mailer  of  the  fhip,  paying  only  the  accuflomed  duties  ac- 
cording to  the  placart,  provided  always  that  there  be  no  manifefl  appearance  of  fraud.  Neither 
ihall  the  merchants,  or  the  maflers  of  fhips,  or  the  merchandize,  be  fubje£t  to  any  penalty  by 
reafon  of  fuch  omiflion,  in  cafe  the  goods  omitted  in  the  declaration  fhall  not  have  been  landed 
before  the*  declaration  has  been  made. 

**  XL  In  cafe  either  of  the  two  high  contraQing  parties  fhall  think  proper  to  eflabliih  pro- 
hibitions, or  to  augment  the  import  duties  upon-any  goods  or  merchandize  of  the  growth  or 
manufafture  of  the  other,  which  are  not  fpeciiied  in  the  tariff,  fuch.  prohibitions  or  augmen* 
tations  fhall  be  general,  and  fhall  comprehend  the  like  goods  and  merchandizes  of  the  other 
moft  favoured  European  nations,  as  well  as  thofe  of  either  ilate ;  and  in  cafe  either  of  the  two 
contrafting  parties  fhall  revoke  the  prohibitions,  or  diminifh  the  duties,  in  favour  of  any  other 
European  nation,  upon  any  goods  or  iucrchandi2e  of  its  growth  or  manufafture,  whether  on 
importation  or  exportation,  fuch  revocations  or  diminutions  fhall  be  extended  to  the  fubjefts  of 
the  other  party,  on  condition  that  the  latter  fhall  grant  to  the  fubjcfts  of  the  former  the  im-  , 
portation  and  exportation  of  the  like  goods  and  merchandizes  under  the  fame  duties  \  the  cafes 
refen'cd  in  the  7th  article  of  the  prefent  treaty  always  excepted. 

"  XII.  And  forafrauch  as  a  certain  ufage,  not  authorized  by  any  law,  has  formerly  obtain- 
ed in  divers  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  by  which  French  fubjefts  have  paid  in  Eng- 
land a  kind  of  capita^[on  tax,  called  in  the  language  of  that  country  head-money;  and  Eng- 
lifhfubjeftsa  like  duty  in  France,  called  Jr gent  du  Chef  i  it  is  agreed,  that  the  faid  impofl 
(hall  not  be  demanded  for  the  future,  on  cither  fide,  neither  under  the  antient  n^ime,  nor 
underany  other  name  whatfoever. 

P  XIII.  If 
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"  XIIT.  Ifcitherof  the  high  contra£ting  parties  has  granted,  or  Ihall  grant,  any  bounties' 
for  encouraging  the  exportation  of  ahy  articles,  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  raanufafture 
of  his  dominions,  the  other  party  fhall  be  allawed  to  add  to  the  duties  already  impofed,  by 
virtue  of  the  prefent  treaty,  on  the  faid  goods  and  naerchandizes,  imported  into  his  dominions, 
fuch  an  import  duty  as  (ball  be  equivalent  to  the  faid  bounty.  But  this  ftipulation  is  not  to 
extend  to  the  cafes  of  reftitutions  of  duties  and  impofts,  (called  drawbacks)  which  are  allowed 
upon  exportation. 

**  XIV.  The  advantages  granted  by  the  prefent  treaty  to  the  fubjefls  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  (hall  take  efFe£t,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  as  foon  as  laws  .(hall 
be  pafied  there,  for  fecuring  to  the  fubjefts  of  hiff  Moft  Chrlftian  Majefty  the  reciprocal  en- 
joyment of  tlie  advantages  which  are  granted  to  them  by  the  prefent  treaty. 

**  And  the  advantages  granted  by  all  thcfe  articles,  except  the  tariff,  (hall  take  cffeft,  v^ithi 
regard  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  as  foon  as  laws  (hall  be  paflcd  there,  for  fecuring  to  the  fub- 
jcfts  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  the  reciprocal  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  which  are 
granted  to  them  by  this  treaty ;  and,  in  like  manner,  the  advantages  grantee!  by  the  tariff  (hall 
take  effed,  in  what  relates  to  the  faid  kingdom,  as  foon  as  laws  (hall  be  pafted  there  for  giving 
effeft  to  the  faid  tariff.  ' 

**  XV,  It  is  agreed,  that  (hips  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majefty's  fubjefts,  arriving  in 
the  dominions  of  hi^'Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  from  the  porjts  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or 
from  any  other  foreign  port,,  (hall  not  pay  freight  duty,  or  any  other  like  duty.  In  the  fame 
manner,  French(hips  (hall  be  exempted,  in  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  from  the 
duty  of  5s.  and  from  every  other  (imilar  duty  or  charge. 

**  XVI.  It  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers,  not  beii)g  fubje£ls  of  cither 
crown,  who  have  commiflion3  from  any  other  Prince  or  State,  in  enmity  with  either  nation, 
to  arm  their  (hips  in  the  ports  of  either  of  the  faid  two  kingdoms,  to  fell  what  they  have  taken» 
or  in  any  other  manner  whatever  to  exchange  the  fame  ;  neither  (hall  they  be  allowed  even  to  • 
purchafe  vi£luais,  except  fuch  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  their  going  to  the  nearcft  port  of  that 
Prince  from  whom  they  have  obtained  cpmmiffions.  * 

"  XVII.  When  any  difpute  (hall  arife  between  any  commander  of  a  (hip  and  his  feamen, 
in  the  ports  of  either  kingdom,  concerning  wages  due  to  the  faid  feamen,  or  other  civil  caufes 
whatever,  the  magiftrate  of  the  place  (hall  require  no  more  from  the  pcrfon  accufed,  than  that 
he  give  to  the  accufer  a  declaration  in  writing,  witneffed  by  the  magiftrate,  whereby  he  (hall 
ht  bound  to  anfwer  that  itiatter  before  a  competent  judge  in  his  own  country  ;  which  being, 
done,  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  cither  for  the  feamen  to  dcfert  their  (hip,  or  to  hinder  the  com- 
mander from  profecuting  his  voyage.  It  (hall  moreover  be  lawful  for  the  merchants  in  the 
places  of  their  abode,  or  elfewhere,  to  keep  books  of  their  accounts  and  affairs,  as  they  (hall 
think  fit,  and  to  have  an  intercourfe  of  letters,  in  fuch  language  or  idiom  as  they  Ihall  chufe, 
without  any  moleftation  or  fearch  whatfoever.  But  if  it  (hould  happen  to  ht  neceffary  for 
them  to  produce  their  books  of  accounts  for  deciding  any  difpute  or  controverfy,  in  fuch  cafe, 
they  (hall  be  obliged  to  bring  into  court  the  entire  books  or  writings,  but  fo  as  the  judge  may 
not  have  liberty  to  take  cognizance  of  any  other  articles  in  the  faid  books,  than  fuch  as  (hall 
relate  to  the  affair  in  queftion,  or  fuch  as  (hall  be  neceffary  to  give  credit  to  the  faid  books ; 
'neither  (hall  it  be  lawful,  under  any  pretence,  to  take  the  faid  books  or  writings  forcibly  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  owners,  or  to  retain  them,  the  cafe  of  bankruptcy  only  excepted.  Nor 
(ball  the  fubjcfts  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  be  obliged  to  write  their  accounts,  letters,  or 
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X786  Other  inAraments  relating  to  trade,  on  ftamped  paper,  except  tbeir  day-book,  wbicb,  that  it 
may  be  produced  as  evidence  in  any  law-fuit,  ought,  according  to  the  laws  which  all  perfons 
trading  in  France  are  to  obderve,  to  be  indorfcd  and  atteHed  gratis  by  the  judge,  under  his  own 
hand. 

**  XViTL  It  is  further  agreed  and  concluded*,  thataltnierchants,  commanders  of  (hips,  and 
others,  the  fubje&s  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  the  dominions  of  his  Mod  Chriiliarv 
Majeily  in  Europe,  Ihall  have  full  liberty  to  manage  their  own  affairs  themfetves,  or  to  com* 
mit  them  to  the  management  of  whomfocver  they  pleafe ;  nor  (hall  they  be  obliged  to  employ 
any  interpreter  or  broker,  nor  topa.y  them  any  iaiary,  unlefs  they  fliall  chufc  to  employ  them.. 
Moreover,  maftersof  (hips  fbaJl  not  be  obliged,  in  loading  or  unloading  their  (hips,  to  make 
vfe  of  tho(e  peribns  ^ho  may  be  appointed  by  public  authority  for  that  purpofe,  either  at 
Bourdeaux  or  clfewhere ;  but  it  (ball  be  entirely  free  for  them  to  load  or  unload  their  (hips  by 
themfelves,  or  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  perfons  in  loading  or  unloading  the  fame,  as  they  (halt 
think  fit,  without  the  payment  of  any  reward  to  any  other  whomfoever ;  neither  (hall  they  be 
forced  to  unload  into  other  (hips,  or  to  receive  into  their  own,  any  merchandize  whatever,  or 
to  wait  for  their  lading  any  longer  than  they  pleafe.  And  all  the  fubjeds  of  theMoft  Chrifiian 
King  (hall  reciprocally  have  and  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  and  liberties,  in  all  the  dominions* 
of  his  Briunnic  Majefty  in  Europe. 

"  XIX.  The  (hips  of  either  party  being  laden,  failing  along  tlic  coafts  of  the  odier^and  being, 
forced  by  ftorm  into  the  havens  or  ports,  or  making  land  there  ui  any  other  manner  whatever^ 
(hall  not  be  obliged  to  unlade  their  goods,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  to  pay  any  duty,  unlefs  they, 
of  their  own  accord,  unlade  their  goods  there,  and  fell  fome  part  thereof*  But  it  (hall  be  lawful^ 
permi(non  having  been  firft  obtained  from  thofe  who  have  the  direction  of  maritime  affairs,  to 
unlade  and  fell  a  fmall  part  of  their  cargo,  merely  for  the  end  of  purchafing  neceffaries,  either 
for  vi£tualling  or  refitting  the  (hip ;  and  in  that  cafe  the  whole  lading  &all  not  be  fubjed  ta 
pay  the  duties,  but  that  fmall  part  only  which  (hall  have  been  taken  out  and  fold* 

**  XX.  It  (hall  be  lawful  for  all  tlie  fubjefis  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King,  to  fail  with  their  (hips,  with  perfeft  fecurity  and  liberty,  no  difiindion  being 
made  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchandizes  laden  thereon,  from  any  port  whatever,  to- 
the  countries,  which  are  now,  or  (hall  be  hereafter  at  war  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,,  or 
the  Moft  Chriftian  King.  It  (hall  likewife  be  lawful  for  the  aforefaid  fubje&s  to  fail  and 
traffic  with  their  (hips  and  merchandizes,  with  the  (ame  liberty  and  fecurity,  from  the  coun« 
tries,  ports  and  places  of  thofe  who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  of  either  party,  without  any  op- 
pofition  or  difturbaace  whatfoevcr,  and  to  pafs  direftly  not  only  from  the  places  of  the  enemy 
aforementioned  to  neutral  places,  but  alfo  from  one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  to  another 
place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the  jurifdi£tion  of  the  fame,  or  of  feveral 
Princes:  and  as  it  has  been  ftipulated  concerning  (hips  and  goods,  that  every  thing  (hall  b» 
deemed  to  be  free,  which  (hall  be  found  on  board  the  (hips  belonging  to  the  fubje£ts  of  the  re« 
fpeAive  kingdoms,  although  the  whole  lading,  or  part  thereof,  (hould  belong  to  the  enemies 
of  their  Majefties,  contraband  goods  heing  always  excepted,  on  the  flopping  of  which,  fuch 
proceedings  (hall  be  had  as  are  conformable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  following  articles ;  it  is  likewife 
agreed,  that  the  fame  liberty  be  extended  to  perfons  wha  are  on  board  a-  free  (hip,  to  the  end 
that,  although  they  be  enemies  to  both,  or  to  either  party,  they  may  not  be  taken  out  of  fuch 
free  (Iiips,  unlefs  they  are  foldiers,  actually  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemies,  and  on  their  voyag 
for  the  purpolc  of  being  employed  in  a  military  capacity^  in  their  fleets  or  armies. 

a  **  XXI.  This 
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1786  "  XXI.  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  (hall  extend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandizes, 
excepting  thofe  only  which  arc  fpeciiied  in  the  following  article^  and  which  arc  defcribed 
under  the  name  of  contraband. 

**  XXII.  Under  this  name  of  contraband,  or  prohibited  goods,  fhall  be  comprehended 
arms,  cannon,  harquebufles,  mortars,  petards,  bombs,  grenades,  faucidcs,  carcafles,  carriages 
for  cannon,  mufket  refts,  bandoleers,  gunpowder,  match,  faltpetre^  bail,  pikes,  fwords,  head- 
pieces, helmets,  cuirafTes,  halberts,  javelins,  holders,  belts,  horfes  and*  liarnefs,  and  all  other 
like  kkids  of  arms  and  warlike  implements  fit  for  the  ufe  of  troops. 

**  XXIII.  Thefc  merchandizes  which  follow  fhall  not  be  reckoned  among  contraband 
goods,  that  is  to  fay,  all  forts  of  cloth,  and  all  other  manufafturcs  of  wool,  flax,  (ilk,  cottbn, 
or  any  other  materials,  all  kinds  of  wearing  apparel,  together  with  the  articles  of  which  they 
are  ufually  made,  gold,  filver,  coined  or  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  lead,  copper,  brafs  coals,  as 
alfo  wheat  and  barley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn  and  pulfe,  tobacco,  and  aU  kinds  of  fpices, 
falted  and  fmoaked  flelh,  falted  fifli,  cheefe  and  butter,  beer,  oH,  whies,  fugar,  all  forts  of 
fait,  and  of  provifions  which  ferve  for  fuftenance  and  fo«d  to  mankind ;  all  kinds  of  cotton, 
cordage,  cables,  fails,  fail-cloth,  hemp,  tallow,  pitch,  tar  and  rofin,  anchors,  and  any  parts 
of  anchors,  fhip-n^affs,  planks,  timber  of  all  kinds  of  trees,  and  all  other  things  proper  either 
for  building  or  lepairmg  (hips.  Nor  fliall  any  otlwr  goods  whatever,  which  have  not  been 
worked  into  the  form  of  any  inftrument  or  furniture  for  warlike  ufe,  by  land  or  by  (ca,  be  re- 
puted contraband,  much  lefe  fuch  ay  have  been  already  wrought  and  made  up  for  any  other 
purpofe.  All  which  things  (hall  be  deemed  goods  not  contraband,  as  Iikewife  all  others  which 
are  not  comprehended  and  particularly  defcribed  in  the  preceding  article ;  fo  that  they  may  be 
freely  carried  by  the  fubjefts  of  both  kingdoms,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy,  except* 
ing  only  fuch  places  as  are  befieged,  blocked  up,  or  invefted. 

**  XXIV.  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  diflcntions  and  quarrels  may  be  avoided  and'  pre- 
vented on  both  fides,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe  either  of  their  Majefties  fbould  be  engaged  i» 
war,  the  (hips  and  vcflels  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  other  (hall  be  furnifhed  with  fea- 
letters  or  paiTports,  exprefling  the  name,  property  and  bulk  of  the  (hip,  as  alfo  the  name  and 
place  of  abode  of  the  mafier  or  commander  of  the  faid  (hip,  that  it  may  appear  thereby,  that  the 
Ihip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  fubjefts  of  one  of  the  Princes ;  which  paflports  fhall  be 
:  made  out  and  granted,  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  the  prefent  treaty :  they  fhall  Iikewife 
be  renewed  every  year,  if  the  fhip  happens  to  return  home  within  the  fpace  of  a  year.  It  is 
.  alfo  agreed,  that  fuch  fhips  when  laden  are  to  be  provided  not  only  with  paflports  as  above- 
mentioned,  but  alfo  with  certificates  containing  the  feveral  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the  place 
from  whence  the  (hip  failed,  and  whither  (he  is  bound,  fo  that  it  may  be  known  whether  (he 
carries  any  of  the  prohibited  or  contraband  goods  fpecified  in  the  22d  article  of  this  treaty  ; 
which  certificates  (hall  be  prepared  by  the  officers  of  the  place  from  whence  the  fhip  fet  fail,  in 
the  accuftomed  form.  And  if  any  one  (hall  think  fit  to  exjjrefs  in  the  faid  certificates  the  per-^ 
fon  to  whom  the  goods  belong,  he  may  freely  do  fo. 

"  XXV.  The  (hips  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  rcfpeftive  kingdoms; 
coming  to  any  of  the  coafts  of  either  of  them,  but  without  being  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or 
being  entered,  yet.  not  witling  to  land  thflr  cargoes,  or  break  bulk,  fhall  not  be  obliged  ta 
give  an  account  of  their  lading,  unlefs  they  are  fufpefted,  upon  fure  evidence,  of  carrying 
prohibited  goods,  called  contraband,  to  tlic  enemies  of  cither  of  the  two  higlv  contraftihg 
parties* 

"  XXVL  la 
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1 786  ''  XXVI.  In  cafe  the  ihips  belonging  to  the  faid  fiibjeAs  and  inhabitants  of  the  refpefiive 
dominions  of  their  Moft  Serene  Majefties,  either  on  the  coaft,  or  oa  the  high  feas,  Ihall  meet 
with  any  men  of  war  belonging  to  their  Moft  Serene  Majcfties,  or  with  privateers,  the  laid 
,  m6n  of  war  and  privateers,  for  preventing  any  inconveniecfcies,  are  to  remain  oat  of  cannon 
Ihot,  and  to  fend  their  boats  to  the  merchant  ihip  which  may  be  met  with,  and  fhall  enter  her 
to  the  number  of  two  or  three  men  only,  to  whom  the  mafter  or  commander  of  fach  fliip  or 
vcflcl  ihall  ihew  his  paflport,  containing  the  proof  of  the  property  of  the  Ihip,  made  out  ac- 
cording to  the  form  annexed  to  this  prefent  treaty ;  and  the  ihip  which  Ihall  have  exhibited  the 
fame,  ihall  have  liberty  to  continue  her  voyage,  and  it  ihall  be  wholly  unlawful  any  way  to 
moleft  or  fcarch  her,  or  to  chace  or  compel  her  to  alter  her  courfe. 

"  XXVII.  The  merchant  ihips  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  of  cither  of  the  two  high  con- 
trading  parties,  which  intend  to  go  to  a  port  at  enmity  with  the  other  fovereign,  concerning 
whofe  voyage  and  the  fort  of  goods  on  bokrd  there  may  be  juft  caufe  of  fufpicion,  ihall  be 
obliged  to  exhibit,  as  well  on  the  high  feas  as  in  the  poL.  and  havens,  not  only  her  pailports, 
but  alfo  her  certificates,  expreiling  that  the  goods  are  not  of  the  kind  which  are  contraband,  as 
•  ijpecified  in  the  22d  article  of  this  treaty.     . 

**  XXVIll.  If,  on  exhibiting  the  above-mentioned  certificates,  containing  9  lift  of  the 
cargo,  the  other  party  ihall  diicover  any  goods  of  that  kind  which  are  declared  contraband,  or 
prohibited,  by  the  22d  article  of  this  treaty,  and  which  are  defigned  for  a  port  fubjeA  to  his  enemy, 
it  ihall  be  unlawful  to  break  up  or  open  the  hatches,  chefis,  ca&s,  bales,  or  other  veiTels  found 
on  board  fuch  ihip,  or  to  remove  even  the  fmalleft  parcel  of  the  goods,  whether  the  faid  ihip 
belongs  to  the  fubjeQs  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  Moft  Chriftlan  King,  unlefs  the 
lading  be  brought  on  ihore,  in  the  prefence  of  the  officers  of  the  court  of  Admiralty,  and  an 
inventory  made  by  them  of  the  faid  goods  :  nor  ihall  it  be  lawful  to  fell,  exchange,  or  alienate 
the  faiy  in  any  manner,  unlefs  after  due  and  lawful  procefs  ihall  have  been  had  againft  fuch 
prohibited  goods,  and  the  judges  of  the*Admiralty  refpeftively  iliall,  by  fentence  pronounced, 
have  confifcated  the  fame,  favihg  always  .as  well  the  ihip  itfelf,  as  the  other  goods  found  there- 
in, which  by  this  treaty  are  to  be  accounted  free  ;  neither  may  they  be  detained  on  pretence  of 
their  being  mixed  with  prohibited  goods,  much  lefs  ihall  they  be  confifcated  as  lawful  prize: 
and  if,  when  only  part  of  the  cargo  ihall  confift  of  contraband  goods,  the  mafter  of  the  ihip 
ihall  agree,  confent,  and  offer  to  deliver  them  to  the  captor  who  has  difcovcred  them,  in  fuch 
cafe,  the  captor  having  received  fuch  goods,  as  lawful  prize,  ihall  forthwith  releafe  the  ihip, 
and  not  hinder  her,  by  any  means,  from  profecuting  her  voyage  to  the  place  of  her  deftination. 

*•  XXIX.  On  the  contrary  it  is  agreed,  that  whatever  ihall  be  found  to  be  laden  by  the  fub- 
•  jefts  and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  on  any  ihip  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  al-. 
though  it  be  not  contraband  gbod$,  ihall  be  confifcated  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to 
the  enemy  himfelf ;  except  thofe  goqds  and  merchandizes  which  were  put  on  board  iuch  ihip 
before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  the  general  order  for  reprifals,  or  even  after  fuch  declaration, 
if  it  were  done  within  the  times  Allowing ;  that  is.  to  fey,  if  they  were  put  on  board  fuch  ihip 
in  any  port  or  place  within  the  fpace  of  two  months  after  fuch  declaration,  or  order  for  re- 
prifals, between  Archangel,  St/Pcteriburg,  and  the  Scilly  iflands,  and  between  the  faid  iilands 
and  the  city  of  Gibraltar ;  of  ten  weeks  in  the  Mediterranean  Sei ;  and  of  eight  months  in  any 
other  country  or  place  in  the  world  ;  fo  that  the  goods  of  the  fubjefts  of  either  Prince,  whe- 
ther they  be  contraband  or  otherwife,'  which,  as  aforefaid,  were  put  on  board  any  ihip  bclong- 
ang  to  an  enemy  before  the  war,  or  after  the  declaration  of  the  fame,  within  the  time  and  limits 

above- 
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1786  above-mentioned,  fhall  no  wife  be  liable,  to  confifcation,  but  fhall  well  and  truly  be  reflored, 
without  delay,  to  the  proprietors  demanding  the  fame  :  provided  neverthekfs  that,  if  the  faid 
*  merchandizes  be  "contraband,  it  ihall  not  be^any  ways  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  the 
ports  belonging  to  the  enemy, 

**  XXX.  And  tjjat  more  abundant  care  may  be  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the  refpeftive  fub- 
jefts  of  their  Moft  Serene  Majefties,  to  present  their  fiifFering  any  injury  by  the  men  of  war 
or  privateers  of  either  party,  all  the  commanders  of  the  Ihips  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  and  all  their  fubjefls,  fhall  be  forbid  doing  any  damage  to  thofe 
of  the  other  party,  or  committing  any  outrage  againft  them  ;  and  if  they  aft  to  the  contrary  " 
they  Ihall  be  punifticd,  and  (hall  moreover  be  bound,  in  their  perfons  and  eftates,  to  make  fa- 
tisfa£lion  and  reparation  for  all  damages,  and  the  intereft  thereof,  of  what  niture  focver. 

**  XXXI.  For  this  caufe,  all  commanders  of  privateers,  before  they  recerVe  their  patents  or 
fpeciat  commiflions,  (hall  hereafter  be  obliged  to  give,  before  a  competent  judge,  fufficient 
fecurity  by  good  bail,  who  arc  refponfible  men,  and  have  no  intereft  in  the  faid  (hip,  each  of 
whom  (hall  be  bound  in  the  whole  for  the  funi  of  thirty-fix  thoufand  livrc^  tournois,  or 
.  fifteen  hundred  pounds  fterling;  or  if  fuch  (hip  be  provided  with  above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  fcamen  or  foldiers,  for  the  fum  of  feventy-two  thoufand  livres  tournois,  or  three  thou- 
iand  pounds  fterling,  that  they  will  make  .entire  fatisfaftion  for  all  damages  and  injuries 
whatfoevcr,  which  they,  or  their  officers,  or  others  in  their  fervice,  may  commit  during  their 
cruize,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  prefent  treaty,  or  the  edifts  made  in  confequence  thereof 
by  their  Moft  Serene  Majefties^  under  penalty  Ukcwife  of  having  their  patents  and  fpecifil  com- 
juifiions  revoked  and  annulled. 

**  XXXIL  Their  faidMajefties  being  willmg  mutually  to  treat  in  their  dominions  the  fub- 
je£ts  of  each  other  as  favourably  as  if  they  were  their  own  fubjeSs,  will  give  fuch  orders  as  . 
i^all  be  neceffary  and  efFefiual,  that  the  judgments  and  decrees  concerning  prices  k\  the  court 
of  Admiralty  be  given  conformably  to  the  rules  of  juftice  and  equity,  and  to  the  ftipulations 
of  this  treaty,  by  judges  who  are  above  all  fufpicion,.  and  wlu)  have  no  manner  of  intereft  in 
the  caufe  in  difpute.  *  ' 

"  XXXIII.  And  when  the  quality  of  the  (hip,  goods,"  and  mafter,  (h^lF  fufficiently  appear, 
from  fuch  pafTports  and  certificates,  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  the  comrijanders  of  men  of  wat^ 
to  exad  any  further  proof  under  any  pretext  whatfoevcr.  But  if  any  merchant  (hip  (hali  not 
be  provided  with  fuch  pafTports  or  certificates,  then  it  may  be  examined  by  a  proper  judge,  but 
in  fuch  manner  as,  if  it  (hall  be  found,  from  other  proofs  and  documehts,  that  it  truly  belongs 
to  the  fubjefts  of  one  of  the  fovereigns,  and  does  not  contain  any  contraband  goods,  defigned- 
to  be  carried  to  the  enemy  of  the  other,  it  (hall  not  be  liable  to  confifcation,  but  (ball  be  re- 
leafed,  together  with  its  cargo,  in  order  to  proceed  on  its  voyage. 

*«  If  the  mafter  of  the  (hip  named  in  the  pafTports  fnould  happen  to  die,  or  be  removed  by 
any  other  caufe,  and  another  put  in  his  place,  the  (hips  and  goods  laden  thereon  (hall  never- 
thelefs  be  equally  fecure,  and  the  pafTports  (hall  renjain  in  full  force. 

**  XXXIV.  It  is  further  provided  and  agreed,  that  the  (hips  of  either  of  the  two  natioVjS, 
retaken  by  the  privateers  of  the  other,  (hall  be^-eftored  to  the  former  owner,  if  they  have  not 
been  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  for  four  and  twenty  hours,  fubjeft  to  the  payment,  by  the 
faid  owner,  of  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  fliip  retaken,  and  of  its  cargo,  guns  and  apparel ; 
which  third  part  (hall  be  amicably  adjufted  by  the  parties  concerned  •  but  if  not,  and  in  cafp 
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1786  they  fhould  difagree,  they  fhall  make  application  to  thp  officers  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  p!aoe 
vrbere  the  privateer  which  retook  the  captured  veffcl  fhali  have  carried  her, 

<^  If  the  (hip  retaken  has  been  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  above  fo^ur  and  twenty  hours,  (he 
fliall  wholly  belong  to  the  privateer  which  retook  her. 

*\  In  cafe  of  a  fhip  being  retaken  by  any  man  of  war  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  or 
to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majcfty,  it  (hall  be  reftored  to  the  former  owner,  on  payment  of  the- 
thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  fuch  fhip,  and  of  its  cargo,  guns,  and  apparel,  if  it  was  retaken 
within  the  four  and  twenty  hours,  and  the  tenth  part  if  it  was  retaken  after  the  four  and  twenty 
hours  i  which  fums  fhall  be  diflributed,  as  a  reward,  amongft  the  crews  of  the  fhips  which 
fhali  have  retaken  fuch  prize.  The  valuation.of  the  thirtieth  and  tenth  parts  above-mention* 
ed  ihall  be  fettled  conformably  to  the  regulations  in  the  beginning  of  this  article. 

•*  XXXV.  Whcnfocvcr  the  ambafTadors  of  either  of  their  faid  Majcfties,  or  other  their  mi-  ' 
nifters  having  a  public  character,  and  refiding  at  the  court  of  the  other  Prince,  fhall  complain 
of  the  injuflice  of  the  fentences  which  have  been  given,  their  Majeflies  fhall  refpe£tively  caufe 
the  fame  to  be  revifed  and  re-examined  in  their  councils,  unlefs  their  councils  fhould  already  ^ 
have  decided  thereupon^  that  it  may  appear,  with  certainty,  whether  the  diredions  and  pro- 
vifions  prefcribed  in  this  treaty,  have  been  followed  and  obferved.  Their  Majeflies  fhall  like* 
wife  take  care  that  this  matter  be  effedually  provided  for,  and  that  juftice  be  done  to  every 
complainant  within  the  fpace  of  three  months.  However,  before  or  after  judgment  given,  and 
pending  the  revifion  thereof,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  fell  the  goods  in  difpute,  or  to  unlade 
them,  unlefs  with  the  confent  of  the  perfons  concerned,  for  preventing  any  kind  of  lofs ;  and 
laws  fhall  be  enafted  on  both  fides  for  the  execution  of  the  prefent  article. 

*'  XXXVI.  If  any  differences  fliall  arife  refpeSing  the  legality  of  prizes,  fo  that  a  judicial 
f  decifion  fhould  become  neccfTary,  the  judge  fhall  direft  the  cfFcfts  to  be  unladen,  an  inventory 

and  appraifement  to  be  made  thereof,  and  fecurity  to  be  required  refpe&ively  from  the  captor 
for  paying  the  cofls,  in  cafe  the  fhip  fhould  not  be  declared  lawful  prize ;  and  from  the  claimant 
I  for  paying  the  value  of  the  prize,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  <leclarcd  lawful;  which  fecurities  being 

given  1>y  both  parties,  the  prize  fhall  be  delivered  up  to  the  claimant.  But  if  the  claimant 
Ihould  refufc  to  give  fuflScicnt  fecurity,  the  judge  fhall  direft  the  prize  to  be  delivered  to  the 
captor,  after  having  received  from  him  good  and  fuffi^icnt  fecurity  for  paying  the  full  value  of 
the  faid  prize,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  adjudged  illegal.  Nor  fhall  the  execution  of  the  fentence  of 
the  judge  be  fufpcnded  by  reafon  of  any  appeal,  when  the  party  againfl  whom  fuch  appeal  fhall 
be  brought,  whether  claimant  or  captor,  fhall  have  given  fufficient  fecurity  for  reftoring  the 
fhip  or  efTefts,  or  the  value  of  fuch  fhip  or  efFefts,  to  the  appellant,  in  cafe  judgment  fhould 
be  given  in  his  favour. 

"  XXXVII.  In  cafe  any  fhips  of  war  or  merchantmen,  forced  by  florms  or  other  acci- 
dents,  be  driven  on  rocks  or  flielves,  on  the  coafts  of  cither  of  the  high  contrafting  parties, 
■  and  fhould  there  be  dafhed  to  pieces  and  fhipwrecked ;  all  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  fhips,  or  of  the 

furniture  or  apparel  thereof,  as  alfo  of  the  goods  and  merchandizes  as  fhall  be  fkved,  or  the 
produce  thereof,  fhall  be  faithfully  reftored,  upon  the  fame  being  claimed  by  the  proprietors, 
or  their  faftors,  duly  authorifed,  paying  only  the  expences  incurred  in  the  prefervation  there- 
of, according  to  the  rate  of  falvage  fettled  on  both  fides  ;  faving  at  the  fame  time  the  rights  and 
cuftoras  of  each  nation,  the  abolition  or  modification  of  which  fhall  however  be  treated  upon, 
in  the  cafes  where  they  fhall  be  contrary  to  the  flipulations  of  the  prefent  article;  and  tlieir 

Majeflies 
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>780  Mjycftu»  will  mueually  interpofc  tiicir  authority,  that  fuch  of  their  fubjcfts  as  fhall  Be  fo  in- 
huiDan  as  to  take  advantage  of  any  fuch  misfortune,  may  be  fevcrely  puniflied. 

"  XXXVIII.  It  fhall  be  free  for  the  fubj^fts  of  each  party  to  employ  fuch  advocatej,  at- 
toraicSy  notaries,  folicitors  and  faftors  as  tiicy  (hall  think  fit ;  to  which  end  the  faid  advocates 
and  others  above-mentioned,  (hall  be  appointed  by  the  ordinary  judges,  if  it  be  needful,  and 
tlie  judges  be  thereunto  required. 

•*  XXXIX.  And  for  the  greater  fecurity  and  liberty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  it  is  fur- 
ther agreed,  that  both  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  ajid  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  (hall  not  only 
refufc  to  receive  any  pirates  or  fea-rovers  whatfoevcr  into  any  of  their  havens,  ports,  cities,  or 
towns,  or  permit  any  of  their  fubjefls,  citizens,  or  inhabitants,  on  cither  part,  to  receive  or 
proteft  them  in  their  ports,  to  harbour  (hem  in  their  houfes,  or  to  afiift  them  in  any  manner 
vrhatfoever;  but  further  they  ihall  caufe  all  fuch  pirates  and  fea-rovers,  and  all  perfons  who 
.  (hall  receive,  conceal,  or  aflift  them,  to  be  brought  to  condign  puni(hment,  for  a  terror  and 
example  to  others.  And  all  their  (hips,  with  the  goods  or  merchandizes  taken  by  them,  and 
brought  into  the  ports  of  cither  kingdom,  (hall  be  fcized  as  far  as  they  can  be  difcovercd,  and 
il^alibe  reftored  to  the  owners,  or  their  fadors  duly  authorized  or  deputed  by  them  in  writing;? 
proper  evidence  being  firft  given  in  the  court  of  Admiralty,  for  proving  the  property,  even  in 
cafe  fuch  cffc£ls  (liould  have  paflcd  into  other  hands  by  fale,  if  it  be  proved  that  the  buyers 
knew,  or  might  have  known,  that  they  had  been  piratically  taken.  And  generally  all  (hips 
and  merchandizes,  of  what  nature  foever,  which  may  be  taken  on  the  high  feas,  (hall  be 
brought  into  fome  port  of  either  kingdom,  and  delivered  into  the  cuftody  of  the  officers  of  that 
port,  that  they  may  be  reftored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  foon  as  due  and  fufficient  proof 
(ball  have  been  made  concerning  the  property  thereof. 

**  XL.  It  (hall  be  lawful,  as  well  for  the  (hips  of  war  of  their  Majefties,  as  ^or  privateers 
belonging  to  their  fubjeds,  to  carry  wbitherfoever  they  pleafe,  the  (hips  and  goods  taken  from 
their  enemies,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  fee  to  the  officers  of  the  Admiralty,  or  to  any 
judges  whatever ;  nor  (hall  the  faid  prizes,  when  they  arrive  at  and  enter  the  ports  of  their  faid 
Majefties,  be  detained  or  feized  ;  neither  (hall  the  fearchers,  or  other  officers  of  thofe  places, 
vi(it  or  take  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  fuch  prizes;  but  they  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  hoift  fail 
at  any  time,  to  depart,  and  to  carry  their  prizes  to  the  place  mentioned  in  the  commiffions  ot 
patents,  which  the  comrtiandcrs  of  fuch  (hips  of  war  (hall  be  obliged  to  (hew :  on  the  contrary, 
no  (helter  or  refuge  (hall  be  given  in  their  ports  to  fuch  as  have  made  a  prize  upon  the  fubje^s 
of  either  of  their  Majefties;  but  if  forced  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  or  the  dangers  of  the  Tea,  t» 
enter  therein,  particular  care  (hall  be  taken  to  haften  their  departure,  and  to  caufe  them  to 
retire  from  thence  as  foon  as  po(fible,  as  far  as  it  is  not  repugnant  to  former  treaties  made  in 
this  refpeft  with  other  fovereigns  or  ftates, 

<*  XLL  Neither  of  their  Majefties  (hall  permit  the  (hips  of  goods  belonging  to  the  fubjefis 
of  the  other  to  be  taken  within  cannon  (hot  of  the  coaft,  or  in  the  ports  or  rivers  of  their  do* 
minions,  by  (hips  of  war,  or  others  having  commiffion  from  any  prince,  republic,  or  citj 
whatfoever:  but  in  cafe  it  (hould  fo  happen,  both  parties  (hall  employ  their  united  force  to  ' 
obtain  reparation  of  the  damage  thereby  occafioned. 

**  XLII.  But  if  it  (ball  appear  that  the  captor  made  ufe  of  any  kind  of  torture  upon  the 
fnafter  of  the  (hip,  the  crew,  or  others  who  (hall  be  on  board  any  (hip  belonging  to  the  fub- 
jefts  of  the  other  party,  in  fuch  cafe,  not  only  the  (hip  itfelf,  together  with  the  perfons,^  mer- 
chandizes, and  goods  whatfoever,  ihall  be  forthwitli  releafed,  without  any  delay,  and  fft  en« 
tirely  (rtCf  but  alfo  fuch  as  ihall  be  convicted  of  fo  enormous  a  crime,  together  with  their  ac*  - 

Voir,  IV.  4  K  compUcfs^ 
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1786  they  fhould  difagree,  they  fhall  make  application  to  thp  officers  of  the  Admii;al^  ^  ^f 

where  the  privateer  which  retook  the  captured  veffel  ftiali  have  carried  her,  ^^  '^ 

«•  If  the  fhip  retaken  has  been  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  above  fo.ur  an"  ' 
fliall  wholly  belong  to  the  privateer  which  retook  her.  ^j^^j j.  ftibjeas  - 

*i  In  cafe  of  a  (hip  being  retaken  by  any  man  of  war  belongioi*'  national  confuls 

to  his  Moft  Chriftiari  Majefty,  it  (hall  be  rcftored  to  the  fr  ^^f^^  ^£  ^j^^j^.  j^jjg^, 

thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  fuch  (hip,  and  of  its  cargo-  ^^^e  faid  confuls  fliall  be 

within  the  four  and  twenty  hours,  and  the  tenth  part ' '  ^  ^e  convention  relative  to  • 

hours  i  which  fums  (haU  be  diftributcd,  as  a  rc^  ^i^e  prcfent  treaty,  of  which  it 

(hall  have  retaken  fuch  prize.     The  valuation 
ed  fluU  be  (ctU^cpnfpc^p^Wy  to  thc-w-  ,^  the  lading  and  unlading  of  fliips, 

"  ^^^y^M^^^^^J^"^  acce(rionto  pcrfonal  eftates,  as  well  as  the 

niftcra  ha^^j^lfp;cb^aarr  ^^^  ^^  3,^  ^h^  adminiftration  of  juftice^  the 

of  the  injttto»:of  the  fenter^  ^^^,  ^„j^y  i„  their  i^fpeftivc  dominions,  the  fame 

the  fame  to  bc.revifed  ar  ^^  favoured  nation. 

have  decided  l^erepr  '  ^^^^^^^^  inadvertency  or  otherwife,  that  any  infrac  - 

vifions  prcfcribe  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^,j  j,^  committed  on  either  fide,  the  friendfhip^ 

„ot  immediately  thereupon  be  interrupted  r  but  this  treaty  fhall 
roper  irmedies  (hall  be  procured  for  removing  the  inconveniencies, 
.....     ^.^<  ti^t^^'  *"^.jj,  of  the  contraventions ;  and  if  the  fiibjefts  of  either  kingdom  fhall . 
^;:!iff '''/^l  r^^  "^'^^tl'^y  °"'y  ^*"  ^^  punifhed  and  fevcrely  chaftiftd. 
AS!''J''*''*'-%'i^n"     Mijefty  and  his  Moft  Chriflian  Majefty  have  refervcd  the  right  of 
^[f's^*^  ^'  ^^*  mining  the  fcvcral  Itipulations  of  this  treaty,  after  the  term  of  twelve  years, 
•    J<i»»#  ****''  '^i7rom  the  day  of  pafTmg.laws  for  its  execution  jn  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  re- 
^  K  ^'^^"''^'^^propofc  and  make  fuch  alterations  as  the  times  and  circumfhncesjmay  havfe  rcn- 
,j>r0^i^^'.^»    ^f  neccfliry  for ,  the  commercial  intcrcfts  of  their  refpeftivc  fubjefts :  and  this  re- 
4l»*rrtlP^^f  j^  gonipicatcd  in  thfe  fpacc  of  twelve  months ;  after  which  terrti  the  prefent  treaty 
^*'^Tb   of  i^ocffcf^y  but  in  that  event,  the  good  harmony  and  friendly  correfpandence  between 
^^  two  nations  (hall  not  fuffer  the  leaft  diminution.- 

*  *?€  XLVII-  Thcprefcnt  treaty  (hall  be- ratified  and  (confif-med by-his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
.     his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  in  two  months,-  or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done,  after  the  .exchange  - 
offigfititurcs  between  the  plenipotentiaries.' 

«*  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  tlic  under-fignedcoromiffioncrs' and  plenipotentiaries  oftheKing- 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  have  fignedi  the  prefent  treaty  with^our  hands,  , 
»nd»have  fet  thereto  the  feals  of  our  arms* 

"  Done  at  Vcrlaillefl  the  26th>  of  September,  1786. 

*^  WlLXlAW  EdEK,   (L.  &) 

**  Gerard  DE  RaVneval,  (L.  S.>"' 
FoUM  of  the  T  A  ssvorcr^  and  S'EA-LET'fEKS  which  are  to  be  granted  by  the  refpeftive  Admiral^ - 

tm  9f  the  t)ommons  of  the  two  High  Contra^ing  Parties  to  the  Shlp^  and  Vejfeh  falling  from 

thence\  purfuant  to  the  tweniy-fQurtt  Article  of  the  prefent  Treaty. 

«•  N.  N.  To  all  who  fhall  fee  thefc  prcfents,  greeting. — Be  it  known  that  wc  have  granted 
licence  and  permifBon  to  N.  of  the  city,  (or  place)  of  N.  itiafter  of  commander  of  the  fliip  N. 
belonging  to  N.  of  the  port  of  N.  bm-then  tons  or  thert^bouti,  now  lying  in  the  port 

or  haven  of  N.  to  fail  to  N.  laden  with  N.  the  faid'fhip  having  been  examined  before  her  de- 
parture, in  the  ufbari  manner,  by  the  officers  of  the  place  appoirtted  for  that  purpofe.  ^  And  the 

faid 
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1786  fai4  Nf  Qt  fucb  attUr  perfon  u  ihall  happen  to  fucceed  Kim,  fhall  produce  this  Ueetice  in  evory 
port  or  haven  which  he  riiay  enter  with  his  Ihip,  to  the  officers  of  the  place,  a?id  (hall  give  ai 
true  account  to  them  of  what  fhall  have  paflcd  or  happened  during  his  voyage;  and  he  fliall 
carry  the  colours,  arms,  andenfigns  of  N.  during  his  voyage. 

«•  In  witnefs  vrficreof,  we  have  figned  thefc  prcfents,  and  fet  the  foal  of  our  arms  thereto, 
and  caufed  the  fame  to  be  countcrfigned  by  N.  at  in  ibe  year,  &c/' 

The  Canada  fales,  in  this  year,  amounted  to  i73,QpoL 

The  revenue  arifing  from  the  diftillery  in  England  for  this  and  the  preceding  y€*r>  was,— ^ 
In  1785,  ^  —  —  —  j^-3i4»040    o    o 

—  1786,  —  —  —  — f  —  427,741     o    o 


Total  of  the  two  ycar$  ?imounted  to 


I  n  y 


741,7^1    o    o 


An  Account  of  the  Variations  in  the  rate  of  Duty  on  Corn  Wash  from  Midfum.raer  1749, 
to  Midfuramer  1786,  calculated  from  the  refpeftive  Variations  in  tj^e  Daies  on  low  Wines 
and  Spirits,  together  with  an  Account  of  the  average  Quantity  of  Spirits  annually  made, 
and  the  average  Amount  of  the  Duties  annually  collefted  under  each  Rate. 

jlverage  ^antity     RateperGal^     Average  Amount  ^^ 

oftheDut'moff^ 
nually  cfUeihd. 

£.        |.    f  An*  additional  duty  was  impofed 


Tears* 


l7Sit 


1 

1750.  [ 
■ 

J 

I7S30  / 
»7S4.  l' 

I7S6J 
1761, 

1763.1 
1764, 

176s. 
1766, 

1767. 
1768. 
1769, 

i770» 

i77».> 

177*. 

1773' 

1774. 

>775' 
1776, 

1777. 
«77». 
»779.^ 

1781,  : 

1782,  > 

1783.  I 

1784.  J 
1785. 
1786, 


ef  Spirits  ««• 
nUally  madt* 

Gallons^ 


6*57»i3<>S 


4,548,800 


1,7x4,119 


2,180,019 


a»a99,4«3 

1,438,44a 

3,014,784 
4,106,314 


Ion  en  tht 
IVa/h. 


»i 


H 


TTT 


6*    « 


TTT 


^    :  in  the  year  175,1,  but  no  Ipirits 

I  fubjca  to  that  duty  were  made  ^ 

L  till  the  year  1752. 

f  In   Mardi   1757  ^^c  taking  of 

«C2  7c8    o   J  fpints  from  com  was  prohibit- 

ibS^lb      ^  <,  cdj   th€  prohibition  ended   in 

^^  April  1760. 
474i9S7    Q 


423,712  II 


T  1^ 


i 


^Rn^«^  t^l  Exclufi  vc  of  2  five  per  cents,  viz .  that 
4»9.787  i^t   of  April  6,  1779,  &  April  6,  1781. 


529,096  16 
3S3>8i7    o 


314,040    o 
427,741-   o 
4K  2 


Including  tho  2  five  per  cents,  of 

i779«nd  1781. 
Including  3  iivc  per  cei\ts. ;  the  laft  of 
which  was  impofed  July  26;  1 782. 
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^786      An  authentic  account  of  corn  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into  England,  and 
Scotland  this  yean 


EXPORTED. 


1786. 
England* 
Wheat,        — 
Wheat  Flour, 
Rye,  — 

Barley,  — 

Malt,  — 

Oats,  — 

Oatmeal,  — 

Beans,  — 

Peas,    *^      — 

Scotland. 
Wheat,  — 

Wheat  flour 
Barley,  — 

Barley  hulled,        ~ 
Bear,  — 

Bear-meal,  — 

Malt,  — 

Oats,  — 

Oatmeal, 
Peas  and  Beans, 


Britijb 

128,114 

64*855 

5^467 

I4»973 
79,656 

12,215 

1,147 
9^903 
5»3S4 

507 
798 

9*383 

54 

10,137 

98 

6,108 

2,300 

2,113 

478 


Foreign 

9,888 

1*303 
1,269 

1*423 


1*324 
194 

434 
140 


IMPORTED. 
1786.                  garters. 
England. 
Wheat,             —            47*961 
Wheat  Flour,                    3*502 

Rye,           —                 311 

Barley,          —               5^*143 

Gats,              — 

Oat-meal,         — 
Beans,             — 
Peas,                — 

ScOTLANir. 

405.334 

6,763. 

33*912 

1,617 

Barley,                — 
Rye,                ~ 

I2,23t 
1 

• 

Oats,            — 
Oatmeal,            — 
Peas  and  Beans, 

43*056 

23*320^ 
180 

The  bounties  on  corn  and  grain  eiqiorted  from  England  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  amoun- 
ted to  50,973!.  18s.  6-Jd. 

The  drawback!,  during  the  fame  period,  were  79I.  19s.  4d. 

The  amount  of  the  bounties  paid  on  corn  and  graia  exported  from>Scotland,  during  thefame 
time,  was  2,8301.  is.  lod. 

The  duties  on  corn  imported  into  England,  was  5,5561.  28*  9d. ;   and,  in  Scotland,  thcyv 
amounted  to  7141.  8s.  od. 

The  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bulKcl,  for 
this  year,  was  as  follows  : — 

Wheat,  4s.  loid. ;  rye,  3s.  4|d.  ;  barley,  3s.  oj;  oate,  2S.  3d; ;  beans,  4s.  i|d. 

The  prices  of  tlie  coarfcft  forts  of' grain  generally  exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as- 
follows  :— 

Wheat,  6d.  per  bufhel;  rye,  3d.;  barley,  3d.;  oats,  3d.;  beans,  6d: 

Anaccount  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  for 

Aisyear. 

Chriftcned,  males     9,183  Buried,  males  :  10,253- 

.—  I    I.. —  females  *  8,936  ■         females  ,  10,201 


mmm 


18,119 


ao.4S4 


Tke 
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1786'      The  following  arc  the  variations  of  the  public  funds  during  this  year,  with  the  highcft  and 
loweft  prices  arranged  oppiolite  to  each  month. 


Stock. 


January,   {  H^ 
February,  [  '39i 
March,      |  ^39» 


H< 


i^pril. 

May, 

June, 

Auguft,. 
Septemb.  f  '5 
Q€ttibtT, 


f  »37 
1138^ 

Usoi 

trS9 


ifer 

CMf* 

rtjac 

6^ 

7'i 

(>9i 

70I- 

7O4 
7<^ 
684 

684 
68i 

7.3t 

7* 

73t 


I46T-J73i 
75t 


S9t 


1149 


!46i 
Novemb.  P45t 

Docemb.  I  H^ 


774 
784 

784 

75 
771, 
73 
75" 


cmfol 

69^ 

724 

I694 

7of 
681 

7of 
69 

7oi- 

69r 
74i- 

73i 
74i 

]t 

76 
78i 

774 
784 

75i 
774 
73^' 
70i 


73t  74t 


74f 


754 


4^«r 

tent, 

C'jnjei 

2^ 
894 

88| 
894 

^9 
894 

874 
qo 

88 

924 

9it 

924 

924 

97i- 

974 

99 
98 

98t 

94 

984 

914 

94 
92 

934 


924 


Sf*^ 

Lamg 

Cittu 

Ann, 

1778 

io4t 

%o\ 

i3t 

107I 

2li 

•3t 

10+4 

20| 

i3t 

lost 

21 

134 

1044 

204 

i3t 

1054 

20j' 

134 

104 

20  J. 

13.' 

io6i 

22 

134 

1064 

21 

134 

lilt 

22J: 

'4t 

not 

22 

mi 

221 

1 1 14 

22 

Ht 

1 144 

22i 

'44 

ii4t 

23 

Ht 

"54 

234- 

Hi 

1124- 

ii5i 

23i 

'44 

II2i 

22-8- 

»34 

"34 

22f 

mi 

2I| 

n\ 

"3t 

22| 

134 

112t 

22 

>3i 

"34 

22i 

1134 

India 
Stock. 


»56 
162 

'55 

'59 
i58i 


i59t 

'584 
i6ot 

'594 
1624 

158T 
162^ 

'57 

l6lr 
166 

i69i 

x6ct 
i68t 

163 
167 

'674^ 
166 

1684, 


fndi  t 

India 

Ann, 

Bonds. 

65i 

46p 

65 

56 

644 

46 

654 

55 

66t 

45 

67t 

58 

654 

45 
57 

6  St 

46 

^ 

53 
52 

684 

60 

684 

t^ 

73i^ 

^3 

734 

83. 

744 

no 

744 

70 

744 

107 

714 

85. 

73 

91 

69 

84 

7oi 

91 

694 

70 

694 

88 

ou 

Ann, 

674- 
69 

68i 

69 
68 

69t 


674 
704 
704 
7' 
7 '4 


76t 
78 

774 
78 


674 
68 

66| 

684 

67t 

68fJ 

69^ 

704 

724 

73» 

7441 7S4 


3    ► 


r44 

724 
74J 
724 


76 

774 
764 
774 

75t 
764 

734 
754 
734 


2tdif 


2;- 

2t 

24 

2t 


2-J- 


2^ 
•*4 


14: 
2 

•4 
'4 


T 
L 
8 


2'" 


73tI74J: 


5 
9 
'4 
27 
3' 
34 
42 

48 

60 
42 

56 

10 

40 

15 

'7 


Lottery 
TUhti. 


14 

'4 

'4 
20 


9 
'7 
'7 

o 


f4 
14 
H 
'4 
14 
'4 
14 
'5 
'5 
'5 
14 
15 
14 
14 


8 
16 

'3: 
II 

'9 
'9 

3; 

I 

4 
18 

10 
19. 


The  following  bills  relative  to  trade,  and  commerce,  received  the  royal  ailent  this  year  :— 
A  bill  for.  the  farther  ccntinuattoiij  for  a  limited  time,  of  the  aAs  pafled  in  the  23d  and' 

24th  of  his-prefent  Majefty,  touching  the  commercial  intercourfe.  between  .the  United  States- 

of  North  America  and-his  Majefty's  dominions. 

0 

For  confining,  to  a.limited  time,  the  trade  between  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of' Ame- 
rica and  bis  Majefty's  fubjeifts  in  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  to  bread,  floor,  Indian  corn,, 
and  live-ftock  ;  to  be  imported  in  none  but  Britifh-builf  fhips,.a£lually  belonging  toBritifh^ 
fubje^ls,  and  navigated  according  to  law,  &c.. 

For  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  hay^ 

For  regulating  the  exportation  of  hops  to  Ireland. 

To  explain  and  amend  certain  provjilons  of  anaft  made  in  the  24th  of  his  prefent  Majeftr, 
rcfpeding  the  better  regulation  and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company. 

For  obviating  all  doubts  which  have  arifen  or  might  arife  with  refpcft  to  the  exclufive  power- 
of  the  court  of  diredors  of  the  Eaft  India. Company  to  nominate  and  appoint  the  governor- 
general  and  council.of  the  prefidcncy  of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal. . 

To  amend  the  laws  for.the  encouragement  of  the  Newfoundland  fifhery; 

For  veiling  certain  fums  in  commiffioners  at  the-  end:  of  every  quarter  of  a  year,  to  be  by 
them  applied  to  t)>e  red u£t ton  of  the  national  debt<. 

For  the  furtficr  relief  of  debtors,  with-rcfpeft  to  the  Imprifonment  of  their  perfons  ;  and  to 
oblige  debtors  who  fliall  continue  in  exccutioa  in  prifon  beyond  a  certain  time,  and  for  fums^ 
not  exceeding  what  are  mentioned  in  the  a£ty  to  makcdifcovery  of,  and  deliver  upon  oath, . 
their  eftatcs  for  tbeir.creditors  benefit. 

Pojnr 
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I7S6      For  the  funber  cncquragement  pf  the  fifharies  i^  tb^  Greenland  fea^  and  Pa\is*s  StraitJu 

For  regulating  the  prodadion  ofmanifcfts,  and  to  prevent  fraudulent  pradices  in  obtaining 
bounties  and  drawbacks,  ami  in  t\)e  clandeftine  lading  of  g  ods. 

For  the  further  encouragement  of  the  gro.wth  of  hemp  ^nd  flax  in  Englaiul* 

For  more  efFcfti^ally  preventing  the  fraudu    nt  removal  of  tobacco,  *\c. 

FK)r  tlic  encouragement  of  the  Souilicrn  whale  fiHi^ry. 

For  the  further  encouragement  of  the  pilchard  fifnery. 

,  Refpe&ing  the  importatfon  of  naval  ftorcs  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America,  Britiih 

made  gunpowder,  Britifa  faiUcloth^  foreign  fail-clot  j  ;  the  exportation  of  fugars  from  the  Bn- 

tifh  colonies  direftly  to  foreign  ports,  in  Britiih  built  (hips  ;  the  difcontinuing  of  duties  upoa 

the  importation  of  tallow,,  hogs* lard,  and  greafc  ;  and  granting  other  duties  on  pot  and  pearl. 

a(hes,  wood,  and  wood -allies,  in  the  room  of  thofe  now  repealed  ;  for  allowing  the  i^aporta* 

' Hon  o^  fait  from  Europe  to  Quebec  ;  the  importation  of  raw  goat-fkins  into  this  kingdpni'; 

for  encouraging  the  manufaAure  of  flax  ^nd  cotton  in  Great  Britain  ;  for  reviving  the  draw- 

'back  on  the  duties  on  rum  (hipped  as  (lores,  and  the  allowing  of  a  bounty  on  the  importation 

of  hpmp  and  flax  from  ihe  Brhilh  American  colonies. 

For  repealing  certain  diities^n  wines  imported,  and  for  granting  new  duties  in  lieu  th'ereof, 
under  thp  management  of  the  cpmmiflioners  of  cxcife. 

For  theincreafe,  &c  of  (hipping  ai^d  navigation. 

For  the  farther  regulation  of  the  trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  certain  oflltnces  como^itled  in  the 
Eaft  Indies ;  and  fqr  repealing  part  of  an  a£l  made  in  the  24th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled^ 
**  An  aft  for  the  better  regulation  and  management  of  the  aflPaits  of  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
of  the  Britifh  poileffions  in  India,  and  eftablilhing  a  court  of  judicature  for  the  more  fpeedj 
and  efieftual  trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  oflfences  committed  in  the  Eaft  Indies;*'  and  for  the 
more  eafy  proof  in  certain  cafes  of  deeds  and  writings  executed  in  Great  Britain  or  India. 

To  appoint  commiflioners  further  to  enquire  into  the  fees^  gratuities,  perquifites,  and  eroo« 
laments^  which  are  or  have  been  lately  received  in  the  icveral  public  offices  therein  mentioned, 
to  examine  into  any  abufes  which  may  exift  in  the  fame,  and  to  report  fuch  obfervations  as 
(hall  occur  to  them  for  the  better  conduftirig  and  managing  the  buiinefs  in  the  faid  offices. 

For  appointing  and  enabling  commiffioners  further  to  examine^  take,  and  ftate  the  public 
accounts  of  the  kingdom. 

To  prevent  the  unlawful  pawning  of  goods,  and  eafy  redemption  of  goods  ^wned,  &c. 

To  enable  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  raife  money  by  the  fale  of  annuities,  &c. 

;For  the  further  preventing  frauds  in  the  payment  of  feamen's  wages,  &c. 

For  repealing  fo  much  of  two  afts  of  Parliament  of  the  14th  and  aift  of  George  III,  as  pro- 
hibits the  exportation  of  wool«cards  at  a  limited  price. 

To  continue  certain  a£ls  relating  to  the  puniihment  of  perfons  goit\g  armed  or  difguifed 
contrary  to  the  excifc  and  cuftom  laws  ;  and  to  prevent  the  committing  of  frauds  by  bankrupts. 

Refpefting  the  aft  allowing  a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  Britifli  made  cordage. 

For  the  more  effeftual  encouragement  of  the  j^ritifh  fifheries. 

For  incorporating  certain  perfons  therein  named,  by  the  name  and  ftilc  of  "  The  Britifh 
Society  for  extending  of  the  Filheries,  and  improving  the  Sea-coafts  of  the  Kingdom ;"  and 
to  enable  them,  when  incorporated,  tofubfcribe  a  joint  ftock,  and  therewith  to  purchafe  lands, 
and  build  thereon  free  towns,  villages,  and  filhing  ftations  in  the  Highlands  and  iflands  of 
Scotland,  and  for  other  purpofes. 

SUFPLIES 


Aji>  D. 
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"^        OFTHfiORtGtN      OFCOMMBAcJB* 

Supplies  gratited  by  Parliament  for  this  year  :— 
For  the  navy,  —  -—  — 

For  the  army,  —  —  —  '  — 

For  the  ordnance,  ,—       "  —  -  — 

Mifcellancous  fcr vices,  —  —  — 

Deficiencies, .  —  -^  —  — 

I 

t 

Total  Supplies, 

The  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  foregoing  Supplies^ 
Uand  tax  and  duty  on  malt,  —  — 

To 'be  applied  out  of  the  finking  fund,        —  — • 

Fiirtlier  application  oiit  of  the  finking  fund,  — 

Surplus  of  ditto,  ■■      ^  — •  ' 

Exchequer  bills,  -—  «.  —  — 

By  certain  furpluflcs  of  duties,  &c.  -  .—— 

Lottery,  —  -i—  —  — 

Surplus  of  monies  granted  for  the  army  in  1784,  — ' 

Army  favings  slnd  ftoppages  in  1785,'  —  — ^ 

Impreft,  and  other  monies  in  the  Exchequer,  -^  .  -— 

Further  application  of  the  finking  fund,  —  — 

By  further  Exchequer  bill's,  —  —  -. 

Surplus  of  monies  voted  for  Chelfea  penfioners  in  1785^  -— 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means,  '  -^ 

Totar  amount  of  Supplies  granted, 

Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means,  .  —  - 


63k 


£'     '. 

d. 

2,428,326  18 

8 

2,043.729  19 

at 

•346,877 17 

I 

7,2551400  0 

li 

1,412,203  1 

H 

i3»486,537  17     it 


£^ 

J. 

d. 

2,750,000 

0 

0 

582,4^8 

IS 

9f 

1,000,000 

6 

0 

638,982 

6 

I 

2,500,000 

0 

O- 

1^8,750 

0 

0 

290,810 

4 

6f 

6S»57S 

4 

It 

100,508 

13^ 

H 

2,606,000 

0 

0 

3,006,000 

6 

0 

21,568 

13 

H 

i3>9oo>992  IS    4t 
13,486,537  17     i| 


4i4i4S4  18    3i- 


Ah  altrthentic  and  corfca  lift  of  the  nattional  debt,  to  the  ^th  of  January  in  fhiis  year. 


Bsmk  flock,  — ^  — 

Five  per  cent,  pavy  annnitfes,  -^   < 

Four  per  cent,  confols.  —  -n 

Three  per  ce'nt.  con  fol^  ^  — 

Three  per  cdrtt  reduced,  .  -i— 

Threfe  per  cent,  df  1726,  -i- 

ijottg  annuities,  of  610,3751.  per  itixntihi,  caf- 

culitcd  at  21  yeahrs  ptircfiaffconly, .       — 
Short  2inntiitifes,  r7 77,  of  25,000!.  p6f  annum'; 
ditto  1778  and  1779,  of  4w»So6l:.  csflculatei 
alt  14  years  frutchaf6,  "      — 

Carried  forward, 


Cdpiid 

Is. 

InUreft. 

l^ 

s. 

d. 

£.       s. 

d. 

1^,642,466 

0 

0 

6qf8',544    6 

0 

i7,869',99r3: 

9 

to 

^93 > 499  ^3 

s 

32,750,100 

0 

0 

I  ,^3 10;  006'    6 

0 

167,401, 696 

• 

5 

I 

3,22^,656  17 

9 

37,340,073 

4 

0 

iyiibadi    4 

3 

1,060,066 

1 

0 

0 

36,060    6 

0 

26,411,250 

• 

0 

0 

686,375    0 

0 

6;i25,o66 

T 

0 

0 

437V^6b    0 

•  •  *  •. .  . 

0 

;f.234,540,5i8  18  11        £-9,39^,171  15    5 
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1*4-^^  iv/v^i,  ,    —  -^  —  3*zoo»ooo     o     P  7y'^'>00    o     o 

1  ;^  't^  |*r  ce»t*  MTi  »j*jtf»,  —  3^x^-000    p    o  Vo/m>o    o    o 

T^tai  national  ^tbt,  266,755,2031210  9.536.02&    4    7 


I7?7  An  event  of  riK  i)f^  ittpottxncc  Vj  the  coni^rrcial  iatrfcfts  of  this  country,  which  had 
tJi'V.'rft  ^fW,^  ii^\/»t^<y^u%  %i>  the  conclo{l<>n  of  tac  S^f:  fsl&on  of  Parliament,  prcfentcd  itielf  to  the 
tmnnAi^U  natk/if  of  tlr^t  zffzmhlr^  wLen  it  met,  on  the  23d  of  January  in  this  year.  This 
^*t  iIk  f^gni^^  at  VtrhAUttf  on  the  sCtSi  of  September  preceding,  a  treaty  of  commerce  be- 
livc^n  Ai€  cotirtf  of  Kty^\»n4  and  Iruncc^  of  wiiich  we  have  already  giTcn  an  authcatic  copy. 

^riie  fpeccb  from  the  throne,  at  the  commencement  of  the  feffion,  obfcrrcd  upon  the  appa* 
rrnt  tram)oiliity  of  Eorope,  and  recommended  the  treaty  of  commerce  to  the  landion  of  Par* 
htftPtnU  U  alfo  referred  three  fpectfic  meaforef  to  tljcir  approbation ; — a  convention  rtfped* 
it%%  the  cutting  of  lo^wood^  with  tlie  Catholic  King ;  a  plan  which  had  been  formed  for  tranf- 
|K/ftin;(  a  numt>er  of  convidi  to  a  part  of  the  ifland  of  New  Holbnd,  known  by  the  name  of 
K<nan^  Kay ;  and  certain  regttlations  for  the  accommodation  of  the  mercantile  part  of  th« 
kingdom,  and  for  Amplifying  the  public  accounts  in  the  various  branches  of  the  rcyenue. 

On  the  f  2th  of  February,  the  day  appointed  for  taking  the  treaty  into  confideration,  a  pe« 
firion  was  prefcnted  from  tlie  Chamber  of  ManufaAurers,  dating  their  fenfe  of  the  ferioas  and 
•wful  importance  of  the  treaty,^— «nd  that,  after  the  moft  careful  inveiligation,  they  bad  not 
t^ren  able  to  form  any  certain  judgment  upon  tlie  fnbjed :  they,  therefore,  deprecated  the 
lloufei  coming  to  a  dcciilve  vote  upon  that  day,  and  concluded  with  an  allniion  to  the  provi« 
(h  ntial  efTcAs  which  were  univerfally  allowed  to  have  refulted  from  the  delay,  that  had  been 
introduced  by  the  mercantile  intereft  into  the  difcuilion  of  the  Irtfh  propofitions.  This  peti* 
tion,  however,  not  appearing  to  be  of  fufficient  weight  to  caufe  thedifcui&on  of  the  treaty  to 
lie  deferred,  Mn  Pitt  entered  upon  a  communication  of  the  benefits  which  he  conceived  would 
refutt  to  Ureat  Britain  from  this  important  tranfadton.  As  it  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed, 
that  the  tniiiiftcrial  fpeeches  on  this  occaiion  contained  the  real  grpunds  upon  which  the  treaty 
was  formcilf  we  Hiall  give  the  fubftance  of  themi  a^  conuining  the  belt  biftory  of  the  nature, 
foundation,  and  particular  objeCts  of  our  new  cpmmercia)  alliance. 

TUc  treaty  in  c|ue(lion  had  been,  for  a  confiderable  time,  in  the  hands  of  every  manufae» 
turer  and  merchant  in  the  kingdom,  and  had  been  very  freely  difcuiled  in  a  great  variety  of 
publications,  without  any  complaint  having  been  heard  from  any  great  manufacturing  body 
of  men,  except  the  petition  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce;  which,  after  all,  did  not  ftate 
f  ny  rcafons  sgalnft  the  treaty,  but  rcfted  (imply  on  the  vague  and  unfatisfaftory  ground,  that 
aner  between  four  and  five  monthsi  the  petitioners  had  not  bad  fufficient  time  to  coniider  it* 
Tbeallufion  made  to  theconduA  and  communications  of  tbe  manufaQurers  on  the  Irifli  pro« 
pofitlons,  and  the  utility  which  refulted  from  the  <)eJay  which  their  intervention  occaiioned* 
WAi  by  no  mpans  calculated  to  enforce  any  arguments  offered  to  keep  back  the  (lifcuffion  of 
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178.7  tlic  commercial  treaty.  While  thofc  propofitioris  were  in  agiiation,  the  manufafturcrs  of  the 
kingdom  had  fhown,  that  they  poflcfled  the  mod  unremitting  vigilance  in  watching  over  their 
intcrefts,  and,  at  lead,  a  fufEcient  degree  of  firmnefs.in  maintaining  their  objc£lions.  There 
was  not  a  commotcial  or  manufafturing  body  that  thought  itfelf  concerned,  that  did  not  in- 
ftantly  take  the  alarm  and  join  in  the  general  remonftrances  on  the  Irifh  propofitions  ;  while, 
on  the  prcfent  occalion,  the  manufaflorers,  watchful  as  they  arc  of  their  interefts,  had  taken 
no  alarm.  The  woollen  trade,  fo  naturally  dear  to  this  country,  had  raanifcftcd  no  fpecies  of 
appreheniion  :  the  manufafturcrs  of  cambrics,  ofglafs,  the  diftillery,  and  other  members  and 
branches  of  our  domeftic  trade,  though,  in  faft,  particularly  afFefted  by.the  treaty,  had  made 
no  complaint ;  much  lefs  had  any  notice  of  objcftion  been  received  from  the  manufafturers  in 
hardware,  the  potteries,  &c. ;  and  fo  far  were  the  public*  from  entertaining  any  diflike,  or  evert 
doubts  concerning  the  merits  of  this  treaty,  that  the  generality  of  the  nation  were  fanguine  in 
wilhing  for  the  ratification  of  it. 

With  rcfped  to  a  right  conception  of  the  commercial  part  of  the  treaty,  it  will  be  necefl&ry 
to  coniider  the  relative  ftate  of  the  two  kingdoms  which  were  to  be  l;>ound  by  it.  On  the  very 
firft  idea  of  the  matter  it  appears,  that  F^ ranee  has  the  advantage  in  the  gifts  of  foil  and  climate, 
and  in  the  amount  of  her  natural  produce  ;  while  Great  Britain  was,  on  her  part,  confefledly 
fuperior  in  her  manufactures  and  artificial  productions.  In  point  of  natural  produce,  France 
had  greatly  the  advantage  in  this  treaty  ;  her  wines,  brandies,  oils  and  vinegars,  particularly 
the  two  former,  are  matters  of  fuch  important  value  in  her  produce,  as  to  deftroy  all  idea  of 
reciprocity  as  to  the  natural  produce : — we,  perhaps,  have  nothing  of  that  kind  to  put  in  com- 
petition, but  fimply  the  article  of  beer:  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  it  not  i  fa£t  as  demonflrably 
clear,  that  Britain,  in  its  turn,  poflcflcs  fome  manufafturcs  exclufivc  of  herown  ;  and  that  in 
others  (he  has  fo  completely  the  advantage  of  hqr  neighbour,' as  to  put  competition  at  defiance. 
This  then  is  the  relative  condition,  and  the  prccife  ground  on  which  a  valuable  correfpond- 
ence  and  connexion  between  the  two  countries  might  be  eftablifhed.  Having  each  its  own 
diftinCt  ftaple,— ^having  each  that  which  the  other  wanted,  and  not  clafhing  in  the  great  and 
leading  lines  of  their  refpeCtive  riches,  they  might  be  confidered  as  two  great  traders  in  differ* 
ent  branches,  who  might  engage  in  a  traffic  that  would  prove  mutually  beneficial  to  them.— - 
Granting  that  a  large  quantity  of  their  natural  produce  would  be  brought  into  this  country,  ie 
cannot,  oil  the  other  hand,  be  denied,  that  we  (hould  fend  more  cottons  by  the  direct  courfe 
iiow  fettled,  than  by.  the  circuitous  pailages  formerly  ufed,  as  well  as  more  of  our  woollens 
than  while  reftri£ted  in  their  importation  to  particular  ports  and  burdened  with  very  heavy- 
duties.  Will  not  niore  of  our  earthen  ware  and  other  articles,  which,  under  all  the  difadvan* 
tages  they  formerly  fufFered,  forced  their  .way  into  France,  now  be  fcnt  thither  ia  far  greater 
quantities;  and  will  not  the  aggregate  of  our  manufactures  be  greatly  and  eminently  benefited 
in  going  to  this  market  loaded  only  with  duties  from  twelve  to  ten^  and,  in  one  inftance,  with 
only  five  per  cent.  If  the  advantages,  in  this  refpeCt,  were  not  fo  palpable  as  to  ftrike  every 
mind  qualified  to  form  a  judgment  on  the  fubjeCt,  petitions  would  have  flowed  in  from  every 
qxiarter. 

The  article  of  fadlery,  which  is. charged  the  htgheft  in  the  tariff,  gave  no  kind  of  alarm.— . 
The  traders  in  this  article,  though  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  knew  their  fuperi* 
ority  fo  well,  that  they  chearfuUy  embraced  Uie  condition.  A  market  of  fo  many  millions  of 
people,-*a  market  Co  near  and  prompt, — a  market  of  expedition  and  certain  return,  of  necejQary 
,and  extenfive  confumpticin>  thus  added  to  the  commprce  and  nlaaufaftures  of  Great  Britain  is 
•  Vol.  IV..  4  L  an 
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1787  an  objeft  of  moft  advantageous  acquifition.  To  procure  this  we  ought  to  give  lifberal  condi* 
tions  ;  nor  ought  we,  in  any  degree  to  hefitate  from  the  miferable  idea  that,  while  this  arrange- 
ment is  fo  advantageous  to  us,  will  alfo  be  beneficial  to  them.  It  is  not  hereby  a  confoling 
but  an  exhilarating  fpeculation  to  the  mind  of  an  Englifliman,  that  after  the  empire  had  been 
engaged  in  a  competition  the  moft  arduous  and  imminent  it  bad  ever  known,  after  ftniggling, 
as  it  were,  for  itsexiftence,  that  ftill  it  maintained  its  rank  and  efficacy  fo  firmly,  that  France, 
finding  it  could  not  fhake  her,  opened  its  arms,  and  offered  a  beneficial  connexion  with  her^ 
on  eafy,  liberal  and  advantageous  terms. 

We  agreed,  by  this  treaty,  to  take  from  France,  on  fmall  duties,  the  luxuries  of  her  foi/^ 
which  our  own  refinements  had  converted  into  neceflaries.  The  wines  of  France  were  already 
fo  much  in  poflefiion  of  bur  markets,  that,  with  all  the  high  duties  paid  by  us,  they  found 
their  way  to  our  tables :  it  could  not,  therefore,  but  prove  a  very  great  advantage  to  admit 
thcfe  luxuries  on  eafier  terms  :  nor  would  the  admiffion  of  them  fopplant  the  wines  of  Portugal 
or  of  Spain ;  it  would  only  operate,  and  very  adrantageoufly,  to  fupprefs,  in  a  great  meafure, 
a  pernicious  manufafture  of  wines  in  this  country.  With  refpeft  to  brandy,  it  is  an  equally 
beneficial  and  eligible  meafure  to  diminifh  the  duties,  the  redudion  of  which  muft  have  a  ma*-^ 
terial  cffe£t  on  the  contraband  trade  in  this  article.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  quantity  clan- 
deftinely  imported  bears  a  great  proportion  to  the  legal  importation  ;  the  legal  importation-  of 
brandy  being  no  more  than  600,000  gallons,  and  the  fuppofed  amount  of  tliefmuggled,  ac-- 
cording  to  the  beft  founded  eftimation,  between  300,000  and  400,000  gallons.  As  this  article,, 
therefore,  had  taken  fuch  complete  pofleflion  of  the  tafte  of  the  nation,  it  was  certainly  a  right 
policy  to  procure  to  the  ftate  a  greater  advantage  from  the  article  than  heretofore,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  its  contraband  trade  by  Icgalifing  the  market. 

The  oil  and  vinegar  of  France  are  comparatively  fmall  objefis,  but,  like  the  former,  they 
were  luxuries  which  had  taken  the  fliape  of  neceflaries,  and  which,  of  courfe,  we  did  right  in 
accepting  on  eafy  terms.  Thefe  were  the  natural  products  of  France  to  be  admitted  under  the- 
treaty.  As  to  the  manufaftures  of  that  country,  the  firft  article  is  cambric,  and  the  hSt  iSy 
that  as  we  had  long  ago  laid  afide  all  competition  in  that  fabric,  there  could  be  no  injury  ia 
granting  an  eafy  importation  to  that  which  we  would  have  at  any  rate.  In  no  other  article  is 
there  any  thing  very  formidable  in  the  rivalry  of  Frartce.  Glafs  would  not  be  imported  to  any 
amount:  in  particular  kinds  of  lace,  indeed,  the  French  might  have  the  advantage,  but  none: 
which  they  would  not  enjoy  independent  of  the  treaty. 

It  has  been  argued  by  fome  fpcculating  politicians,  that  no  beneficial  treaty  could  be  made 
between  this  country  and  France,  becaufe  no  fuch  treaty  had  ever  been  formed  ;  and  becaufe^. 
on  the  contrary,  commercial  intercourfeswifh  her  had  always  been  injurious  to  England.— ^ 
This  reafoning,  however,  was  entirely  fallacious  :  for,  in  the  firft  place,  we  had,  during  a 
very  long  feries  of  years,  experienced  a  commercial  connexion  with  France;  and,  fccondly, 
though  it  might  be  true,  that  a  commercial  intercourfe  founded  on  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  would 
have  been  injurious,  it  did  nojt  follow  that  this  would  prove  the  fame,  ^s,  at  that  time,  the 
xnanufaftures  in  which  we  now  excel  poflefled  a  bare  exiftence,  and  were  on  the. fide  of 
France  inftcad  of  being  againft  her.  The  tariff  did  not  then,  as  now,  comprehend  all  the 
articles  in  which  we  comparatively  excelled,  but,  in  addition  to  the  produce  of  France,  which 
at  all  periods  muft  be  the  fame,  fhe  had  the  balance  of  manufaftures  alfo  in  her  favour.  At 
that  period  alfo  the  prejudices  of  manufacturers  againft  France  were  extreme,  and  correfponded 
with  the  party  violence  of  the  day  in  the  reprobation  of  the  meafure ;  but  fo  far  was  the  Par- 

2.  liament 


fhf      THl      ORIGIN      OR     C  O  M  M  E  It  C  E. 


^iS 


A.  D. 


tfij  liament  (fota  enfteftaining.an  opinion^  that  any  commerciaL treaty  made  with  France  tnuft  b^ 
detrimental  to  the  intcrefts  of  this^ouniry,  that  it  pcefcntcd  an  addrefs  to  her  Majcfty,  (Queen 
Anne)  praying  her  to  renew  commercial  negotiations  with  the  court  of  France.  The  fa£k 
real]y  was,  that  we  had  not  invariably  coniidered  it  as  a  part  of  our  policy  to.refifl  all  connec- 
tion with  France  ;— (he  had  ever  been  more  jeaJous  of  us  than  we  of  her ; — prohibitions  began 
on  the  part  of  France,  and  we  only  retaliated  in  our  own  defence.  The  furrcnder  of  revenue 
for  great  commercial  purpofes,  is  a  policy  by  no  means  unknown  in  the  hiftory  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;-~increafe  by  means  ofreduflion  may  have  been  a  paradox,  but  experience  has  long  fince 
eftablilhed  it  as  an  incontrovertible  maxim  of  political  oeconumies. 

If  the  relative  fituation  of  the  two  countries  is  changed, — if  it  is  true,  that  at  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  we  had  but  little  to  fend  to  France,  and  that  now  we  had  much  to  fend  thither, — that 
our  manufa<^ares  were  fo  confeiledly  fuperior  as  to  dread  no  competition,  and  greatly  to  coun- 
terbalance the  natural  produce  of  France,  it  may  be  aiked,  what  reafoh  is  there  in  policy  or 
the  nature  of  things  to  prevent  our  entering  into  the  treaty ;  or  whether  there  is  any  infur* 
mountable  obftacle  to  connections  of  intereft  and  amity  between  the  two  countries. 

As  to  the  Methuen  treaty^  there  is  nothing  in  the  treaty  with  France  which  prevents  an 
entire  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  it,  if  the  Britifh  legiflature  fhould  find  it  right,  by 
the  conduft  of  Portugal,  to  maintain  the  full  force  of  that  treaty.  By  enlarging  our  markets 
for  wine,  we  neither  infrmged  on  the  markets  of  Portugal  or  Spain  :  and  as  to  any  other 
powers,  it  has  not  been  fuggefted  that  the  treaty  in  queftion  could  in  the  leaft  affe£t  our  con* 
nedion  with  them. 

Confidering  the  treaty  in  a  political  view,  the  idea  of  France  being  the  unalterable  enemy  of 
Great  Britain  muft  be  done  away.     To  fuppofe  that  any  nation  could  be  unalterably  the 
enemy  of  another,  was  weak  and  childifh.     It  had  neither  its  foundation  in  the  experience  of 
nations,  nor  in  the  hiftory  of  man.     It  is  a  libel  on  the  conftitution  of  political  focicties,  and 
fuppofed  the  exiftence  of  a  4iftbolicaU  immoveable  malice  in  the  original  frame  of  our  nature* 
If  there  is  any  thing  in  the  treaty  which  could  juftify  tlie  fuppofition,  that  the  interval  of  peace 
between  the  two  countries  would  be  fo  totally  unemployed  by  us,  as  to  difable  us  from  meet* 
ing  France  in  the  moment  of  war  with  our.accuftomed  ftrength  ?  will  it  not  rather,  by  open* 
ing  new  fources  of  wealth,  fpeak  this  forcible  language,*--that  the  interval  of  peace,  as  it  would 
enrich  the  nation,  would  alfo  prove  the  means  of  enabling  her  to  combat  her  enemy  witl^ 
more  efFeft,  when  the  day  of  hoftility  (hould  arrive :  but  it  promifes  even  more, — as,  by  pro- 
moting habits  of  friendly  intercourfe  and  of  mutual  benefit,  it  will  not  only  inyigorate  the  re- 
fources  of  Great  Britain,  but  lefien  the  probability  of  fuch  occaiions  as  muft  call  them  forth. 
It  would  certainly  have,  at  leaft,  the  happy  tendency  to  make  the  two  nations  enter  into  more 
intimate  communioi^  with  one  another  ;  and  being  endeared  to  each  other  by  the  refult  of 
common  benefits,  it  gave  every  reafon  to  hope  for  the  prefervation  of  harmony  between  them. 
The  proviiions  of  the  treaty  neither  delude  us  into  fecurity,  nor  threaten  to  accompHfh  our 
reduAion  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  promifes  to  ftrenghtben  our  hands, — and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
throw  the  fxoSpeSt  and  the  necefCty  of  war  at  a  very  great  diftance*     Whatever  might  be  faid 
of  the  reftlefs  ambition  of  France,  her  crafty  charafier  and  inceiTant  enmity  againft  Great  Bri- 
tain, her  alTurances  and  open  conduct  during  the  late  negotiation,  were  of  a  nature  as  might 
juftify  reliance :  at  prefent  the  court  of  France  is  governed  by  maxims  too  prudent  and  poli- 
tical, not  to  qonfult  its  own  fafety  and  happinefs  beyond  the  minifterial  aims  of  impraAicable 
f  oaqo^.    Oppreflcd  as  this  nation  was  during  the  late  war,  by  a  moft  formidable  combina- 
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1787  tion  for  its  dcftruftion,  yet  had  France  very  little  to  boaft  at  the  end  of  the  conteft,  which 
fliould  induce  them  again  to  enter  deliberately  into  boflilities  agalnft  this  country;  tliat country 
refle£ting,  that  though  fhe  had  gained  her  objeA  m  difoiembering  cur  empire,  fhe  had  done  if 
at  an  expence  which  had  funk  herfelf  in  extreme  embarraflmenty  and  that  fuch  a  combination, 
of  hoftile  power  againft  us  can  never  be  imagined  again  to  exift  : — ^may  not  the  idea  be  naturally 
cherifhedy  that  feeing  the  fteady  and  durable  charaQer  af  our  ftrength,  and  the  inefiicacy  as 
well  as  the  ruin  of  hoftility,  France  would  eagerly  wifh  to  try  the  benefits  of  an  amicable  con- 
ne£lion  with  us*     To  imagine  that  the  French  would  confent  to  yield  advantages  witbont  the 
expiation  of  a  return,  was  too  ridiculous  to  admit  into  argument ;  but  though  the  treaty  in. 
queftibn  would  afford  confidtrablc  benefit  to  them,  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  it  would: 
be  more  advantageous  to  us.  The  proof  of  this  ailertron  is  fhort  and  indubitable.  She  gains  for 
her  wines  and  other  produce  a  great  and  opulent  market,  we  did  the  fame  to  a  much  greater  de* 
grce.  She  procured  a  market  of  S,ooo,ooo,  we  a  market  of  24,000,000  of  people. — France  gain- 
'  cd  this  market  for  her  produce,  which  employed  in  preparation  but  few  hands,  gave  Ihtle  en- 
couragement to  its  navigation,  and  produced  but  little  to  the  ftate ;  we  gained  this  market  for 
Qur  manufactures,  which  employed  many  hundreds  of  thoafimds,  and  which,  in  collecting  the  - 
material'  from  every  corner  of  the  world,  advanced  our  maritime  ftrength,  as  well  as  in  all . 
their  combination^  and  in  every  article  and  ftage  of  their  procefs,  contributed  largely  .to  the  ^ 
ftatb.     France  could  not  gain  the  acceffion  of  ioo,oool.  to  her  revenue  by  the  treaty;  but  Eng- 
land muft  neceffarily  gain  a  million. — This  may  be  eafily  demonftrated.— The  high -price  of ' 
labour  in  England  arifes  chiefly  from  the  excife,  and  three-fifths  of  the  price  of  laboup^are  faid . 
to  come  into  the  Exchequer.     The  produce  of  France,  on  the  contrary,  is  lowin'theilaple, . 
and  lefs  produftive  to  the  ftate  in  the  pfoce&.    Even  tht  reduced  duties -are  fo  proportionably . 
high,  that  France  could  not  fend  us  500,0001.  worth  of  brandies,  but  we  muft  gain  cent,  per  cent, 
by  the  article.     In  this  view  then,  though  France  might  gain,  we  muft  bo,  comparatively,  fo  > 
much  more  benefitted,  tliat  we  ought  not  to  fcruplc  to  give  the  difproportionate  advantages  with  . 
which  ftic  is  fatisficd.    It  is  in  the  nature  and  eiTeUce  of  an  agreement  betv^cen  a  manxifafturing : 
country  and  a  country  bleflfed  with  peculiar  produAions,  that  the  advantages  muft  terminate  - 
in  favour  of  the  former;  anA  the  treaty  was  particularly  difpofed  and  fitted  for  both  the  con- 
ne£ti6ns.     Thus  France  is,  by  the  peculiar  difpen&tion  of  Providence,  gifted,- perhaps,  more 
than  any  country  upon  earth,  with  what  made  life  defirable,  in-point  of  foil,  climate,  and  natural  1 
productions ;  it  pofleflcs  the  moft  fertile  vineyards  and  the  richeft  harvefts ;  the  greateft  luxuries  « 
of  man  were  produced  in  it  with  little  coft  and  with  moderate  labour^    Britain  was  not  thus  . 
bicffcd  by  nature ;  but  it,  neverthelcfs,  poileflbd,  from  the  happy  frecdom^of  its  conftitution, , 
and  the  equal  fccurity  of  its  laws,  an  energy  in  its  enterprize,  and  a  ftability  in  its  exertions, 
which  had  gradually  raifed  it  to  a  ftate  of  commercial  grandeur  ;  and  not  being  fo  bountifully 
gifted  by  Heaven,  it  had  recourfe  to  labour  and  •  art,  by  wliich  it  had  acquired  the  ability  of^ 
fupplying  its  ncighboxn:  with  all  the  ncceflary  embellifliments  of  life,  in  exchange  for  her . 
natural  luxuries.     Thus  ftanding  with  regard  to  each  other,  a  friendly  connection  feemed  to 
be  pointed  out  between  them,  inftead  of  that  ftate  of  enmity,  which  rooted  prejudice  and  party 
2cal  can  alone  confider  as  the  natural  relative  pofition  of  the  two  countries. 

In  oppofition  to  the  commercial  treaty,  the  following  train  of  rcafoning  was  purfiied  with  . 
no  common  zeal,  ability  and  eloquence.  ' 

It  was  urged  that,  by  this  treaty  with  France,  we  were  belying  the  profperity-we  aftually 
poffclTcd,  and  entering,  like  bankrupt  merchants,  on  fpcculations  of  no  common  rifque  and- 
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1787  dinger;  That  our  commerce  was  in  a  courfe  of  public  benefit;,  which  wanted  not  the  aid  of 
Prance  to  fupport  and  enlarge  it,  was  an  opinion  founded  on  the  following  ftatcment  of  it, 
from  the  year  1740 to theconclufion  of  thelaft  peace :  a  period  in  whi^ch  we  had  been  enabled 
to  fuftain  the  burden  of  three  very  cxpenfive  wars  from  the  incrcafc  of  our  commerce. 

The  moft  flourifliing  period  of  commerce  wliich  tliis  country  had  ever  known,  was  about' 
the  year  1750 ; — we  had  during  other  periods  larger  exports,  but  the  balance  of  trade  in  our 
favour  was  then  at  the  highcft^  it  amounted  to  near  five  millions  and  an  half;  but,  confider- 
ing  every  circumftance,  it  would  not  be  accurate  to  aflfume  more  than  four  millions  as  our  an- 
nual balance  from  the  year  1 740,  to  the  conclufion  of  thelaft  peace.  This,  therefore,  being 
confidered  as  the  yearly  average  of  foreign  trade  in  our  favour,  it  was  ncceffary  to  enquire  from  -^ 
what  countries  this  balance  was  drawn. 

About  the  year  1745*  our  trade  with  Holland  was  at  its  height  1  it  then  gave  us  a  balance  of  * 
near  two  millions  a  year,  and  though  it  is  not  now  fo  great  as  it  formerly  was,  it  is  fttll  the 
greateft  we  have,  and  has  for  the  laft  forty  years  produced  an  annual  gain  of  about  1,400,0001.  . 

Ourtradt  ^ith  Germany  is  the  next  in  importance,  both  with  refpe£t  to  its  ftability  a^d 
extent,  to  our  trade  with   Holland.     This  trade  has  not  been  fubjefi  to  any  great  fiuftuation 
ffom  the  beginning  of  the  century  ;  we  have  from  that  time  cleared  from,  it  about  8oo,cool. . 
and  for  the  laft  forty  or  fifty  years  above  700,0001.  a  year; . 

After  Holland  and  Germany,  our  next  moft  beneficial  trade  was  with  Flanders.     This  trade 
was  not  great  in  the  beginning  of  the  century: — fince  the  year  1 740,  it  might  be  efiimated  at 
6oo,oool.  per  annum ; — fince  the  year  1770,  it  had  been  on*  an  average v8oo,oool.  and  in  1785,. 
it^was  within  fifty  thou&nd  pounds  of  a  million  in  our  favour. 

The  balance  of  trade  with  Portugal  had  been,  at  an  average,  for  thirty  years  previous  to  the 
peace  in  1763,  8oo,oool. :  for  the  year  1740- to  th«  prisfent  time,  it  <  had  amounted  to  above 
40O,oooL  a  year. 

Our  trade  with  Spain  for  the  laft  forty  years  had  given  us  near  400,000!. ;  though,*  at  pre* 
fent,  exclufive  of  the  Newfoundland  fifh,  it  did  not  much  exceed  150,000!.  per  annum.    With  ) 
North  America,  there  had  been  a  balance  in  our  favour  fince- the  year  i74o^f  near  5oo,oool« 
per  annum.    ^ 

In  this  account  Ireland  is  omitted,  as  on  account  of  the  difl%rent  modes  of  valuing  her  linens  ^ 
in  the  Englifti  and  Irifh  Cuftom-houfe,  there  is  a  diverfity  of  opinion  as  to  the  balance.     Our 
trade  to  Africa,  as  well  as  fevcral  other  fources  of  profitable  commerce  are  alfo  omitted,  being*, 
confidered  as  fupplies  to  the  drain  which*  the  nation  experiences  in  its  ^rade  with  Ruflia, 
-  Sweden,  Turkey,  &c.  with  which  countries,  though  the  trade  is  beneficial  on  Hccount  of  im-*  • 
porting  raw  matetials  and  exporting  manufaftures,  the  balance  is  ncverthelefs  againft  us. 

From  this  ftatcment,  the  ancient  channels  appear^,  in  which  dur  commerce  has  flowed  for 
upwards  ofhalf  a  century,  with  uninterrupted  fuccefs.     Hitherto  we  have  greatly  profpered  in  '. 
our  commerce,  without  having  had  French  markets  open  to  us,  or  having  had  our  markets  • 
opentathem;  and  though  it  could  not  be- poflibly  affertcd,  that  this  mutual  interdift ion- of 
commerce  had  been  the  caufe  of  our  profpcrity,  yet,  as  we  had  profpered,  and  did  profper  with- 
out  an  open  trade  with  France,  it  was  imprudent  to  adopt  a  changeof  fyftem,  and  for  fpecu- 
lative  benefits  to  rifle  real  advantages.     If,  during  the  laft  five  years,  our  commerce  had  been  1 
ftationary  or  encreafing,  where  was  the  wrfdom  of  interrupting  its  courfe  by  new  arrange-  • 
ments  ?  Why  Ihould  it  not  be  left  to  its  own  fuccefsful  operation  ?,  If  it  had  diminilhed,  why 
Ibould  we  riik  its  further  diminution  by  opening  a  trade  with  France.    It  muft  hav^been  in  ■» 
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1 787  that  cafe,  from  her  rivalry  ia  foreign  markets,  that  our  export  trade  had  decreafcd  ;  and  if  fhc 
had  driven  us  oat  of  foreign  markets,  what  chance  could  wc  have  of  meeting  ber  in  her  own  ? 
It  was  therefore  highly  dangerous  and  impolitic  to  abandon  a  commercial  fyftem  by  which  wc 
had  rifen  to  our  prefent  heighth  in  the  fcale  of  nations^  and  to  adopt  one  in  its  place  which  our 
anceftors,  from  long  experience  had  reprobated,  as  detrimental  to  the  kingdom,  was  an  un- 
wife  meafure,  and  not  to  be  juflificd,  except  by  a  change  in  the  relative  iituations  of  Great 
Britain  and  France ;  the  certainty  of  which  change  having  taken  place  fince  the  time  of  Charles 
the  Second,  had  by  no  means  been  proved. 

But  dcfccndihg  from  a  general  view  of  this  great  objc£t,  to  the  individual  evils  which  wera 
fuppofed  to  refult  from  it,  it  was  contended,  in  the  firft  place,  that  our  woollen  manufadure 
would  be  injured  by  this  treaty.  Though  it  might  be  faid,  with  truth,  that  we  had  opened 
to  ourfelves  a  market  containing  twenty-four  millions  of  people,  while  France  had  only  ob- 
,  tained  a  market  of  eight  millions,  yet  no  right  edimate  could  be  made  on  fuch  a  fcale  of  com- 
putation. The  advantages  were  rather  to  be  eftimated  frop  the  confumption  of  the  nation's 
produce.  The  raw  material,  were  it  grown  in  the  countr-y,  and  then  manufactured,  was  cer- 
tainly the  eftimate  of  one  nation's  profit  with  another  in  a  commercial  intercourfe.  As  far, 
therefore,  as  the  woollen  articles  we  might  export  to  France^  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  were 
compofed  of  Englifli  wool,  we  lliould  clearly  have  the  benefit ;  but  as  we  ufed  at  lead  350,000!. 
worth  of  Spanifh  wool  in  our  manufadlures  of  woollen  cloths,  we  clearly  loft  this  advantage 
of  the  raw  material:  and  what  yet  more  increafed  our  lofs  was,  that  Spain  might  give  France 
an  opportunity  of  importing  their  wool  under  the  fan£tion  of  the  treaty  which  reftored  both  to 
France  and  Spain  the  privileges  of  the  Family  Compad  ;  by  which  France  would  be  able  to 
manufafture  this  article,  and  afterwards  ferve  us  with  the  commodity  which  we  before  made 
durfblves:  and  as  it  was  a  fpecies  of  cloth  which  our  wool  would  hot  make,  we  fhould  be  ob« 
liged  to  purchafe  it  from  France,  under  the  difadvantage  of  their  having  the  labour,  and  wc 
the  lofs  of  the  artificers ;  and  they  the  emoluments,  and  we  the  lofs  of  the  manufa£lure.<— 
As  to  brandy,  it  was  contended,  that  the  treaty  in  queftion  would,  by  no  means,  diminifh 
the  fmuggling  of  that  article  into  this  country  :  600,000  gallons  were  the  eftimate  of  the 
brandies  imported  ;  but  of  this  quantity  only  160,000  gallons  were  imported  annually  from 
France.  It  was  therefore  evident,  that  the  reft  muft  be  chiefly  imported  from  Spain,  or  fome 
other  countries  on  that  part  of  the  continent;  confequently,  to  lower  the  duties  of  what  was 
imported  from  France,  could  not  increafe  the  revenue ;  for,  as  what  was  imported  from.thence 
was  evidently  fo  difproportionate  to  what  we  imported  from  Spain  and  other  countriet,  no  in« 
^reaie  of  confumption  in  French  brandies  could  poflibly  be  expe&ed. 

The  cotton  manufaftory  was  rcprcfcnted  as  being  fupportcd  by  the  working  a  raw  material 
of  which  no  lefs  a  quantity  than  ^7,000,000  of  pounds  of  wool  cotton  was  ufed ;  but  of  this 
quantity  half  was  imported  frpra  France,  Portugal,  and  the  Brazils.  Was  not  this*  there- 
fore, an  alarming  circamftance  to  a  manufaflurc  of  fuch  confcquence  as  that  of  cotton,  fuftian, 
and  velvet  was  to  this  country  ?— By  this  treaty,  France  herfelf  might  withhoU  two  millions 
of  the  quantity  wc  ufed,  and  keep  it  for  her  own  rifing  raanufaftures  :  and  if  wc  were  deprived 
of  this  raw  material,  one  of  our  greateft  mafiufaAiires  would  be  dcftroyed,  or,  at  leaft,  tranf- 
|>lanted  to  France.  By  this  xommercial  treaty,  it  was  argued,  the  Methuen  treaty  would  be 
^eftioyed  ;  as  the  principle  of  that  treaty,  namely>  admitting  the  wines  of  Portugal  one-third 
under  thofe  of  France,  would  have  no  longer  an  exiftence,  if  the  duties  on  French  wines  were 
cedoced  to  the  prefent  duties  on  tliofe  of  Portugal,    It  was  true,  that  by  lowering  the  duties 
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confcquencc  of  this  commercial  treaty,  to  admit  wines  from  France  on  the  fame  terms  as  thofc 
of  Portugal,  would  be  evincing  that  we  had  abandoned  that  principle  of  policy  which  had  beei> 
the  cement  of  our  alliance  with  that  country.  Would  (he  not  therefore  confider,  that  the  in- 
ducement no  longer  cxifted  which  had  been  the  caufe  of  our  long  and  profperous  fricndfliip? 
This  would  certainly  be  a  great  obftacle  to  her  delires  to  enter  into  treaty  with  us  again* — Be- 
fides,  this  commercial  treaty  with  France  muft  convince  Portugal,  that  we  had  abandoned 
every  principle  of  policy  which  had  been  her  beft  defence  againft  fuperior  and  neighbouring 
powers  :  that,  therefore,  which  tempted  her  to  court  our  prote£tion  by  fuch  an  advantageous 
alliance,  no  longer  exifting,  we  could  not  expeA  that  ihc  would  haftcn  to  renew  it ;  and,  if 
fhe  did,  it  might  poiEbly  be  on  terms  much  more  advantageous  to  herfelf,  and  detrimental  to 
us.  If  our  luxury  had  converted  wine  into  a  neceflary,  that  obfervation  was  particularly  true 
of  Portugal  wines,  which  this  country  would  never  relinquilh.  The  wines  of  Portugal,  there- 
fore, would  continue  to  be  imported  ;  and  if  we  did  not  pay  for  them  with  maaufadtures,  we 
ihould  pay  for  them  with  money.  As  to  cotton,  it  was  a  raw  material  neceiSiry  to  the  fup- 
port  of  our  own  induilry  ;  and,  therefore,  let  the  provocation  on  the  part  of  Portugal  be  ever 
fo  great,  would  never  be  prohibited.  It  might  be  aiked-r-If  the  Methuen  treaty  was  difcon>- 
tinued,  what  was  to  compenfate  for  the  advantage  which  we  loft  from  150,0001.  worth  of  fait 
fifh  fent  annually  to  tbatcauntry  ^ — Where  could  we  £nd  a  market  for  this  inYa,luable  article 
of  our  commerce  ?— If  any  where,  we  (bould  expe£t  to  have  it  in  France  :  for  as  we  lofe  a  be-* 
nefit  in  confequence  of  giving  them  an  advantage,  we  certainly  have  a  right  to  expert  a  com- 
penfation  from  them.  But  France  bad  a  fifliery  of  its  own,  and  therefore  muft  be  the  rival^ 
inftead  of  a  cuftomer  of  ours.  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  in  this  inftance,  among  others, 
a  very  material  facriiice  was  offered  to  the  pretences  of  France  ;  as  we  ihall  lojfe  not  only  this 
faie  of  our  produce,  but  alfo  the  proportionate  opportunity  of  reaping  thafe. advantages  froiii 
our  fifheries  which  rendered  them  the  moft  immediate  nurferies  of  our  Teamen-.  The  ynalter- 
able  political  enmity  of  France  to  Great.firitain,  and  the  impoflibility  of  a  foiid  good.accruing 
to  this  country  from  the  prefent,  or  any  other  commercial  treaty,  was  alfo  fta^d  with  much 
.  energy  and  confidence. 

Such  were  the  leading  features  of  the  arguments  of  thofe  who  fapported,  and  thofe  who  op* 
pofed  tliis  important  meafure  :  but  the  nation  at  large  confirmed,  by  its  approbation,  the  con* 
diuft  of  government  in  this  new  political  arrangement ;  and  thofe  fanguine  and  general  expec- 
tations were  formed  of  benefits  refulting  from  it,  .which,  we  truft,  will  not  bedifappointed. 
After  very  mature  deiibcrations  on .  this  fubjcft,  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  coacurrcd  in 
^  ^efcnting  the  following  addrefs  to  the  throne,  on  Thurfday  the  8th  of  March.. 
**  Moji  grachus  S^vtre'gny 
^*  uWe,.  your  Majefty'smoft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts^  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and 
Commons,  inthisprefent  Parliament  alTcmbled,  having  taken  into  our  moft  ferious  confidera- 

-tion  the4>rovifions  contained  in  the  treaty  ^f  navigation  and  commerce,  concluded^  between 
your  Majefty  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  Majcfty -with  our 
ferious  and-grateful  acknowlcdgmeius  for  this  additional  proof  of  your.MaJ4>fty's  conflant  at- 

*4cntion  to  the- welfare  and  happitvefs  of  your  fubjefts.  We  Aall. proceed,  with  ail, proper  ex- 
pcditiohi  on  taking , fuch. fteps  as ^ay  be- neceflary  for  giving  cffeft  to  a  fyftero  fo  well  calcu- 

.latei  to  promote  a  beneficial  interconrfe  between  Great  Britaia  and  France,  and  to  give  addi- 

^  tionalr  permanence  to  tha  blelTings  of  pcace^ 
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*'  It  is  our  firm  pcrfuafion  that  we  cannot  more  efFeftually  eonfult  the  general  intercft   of 

'Our  country,- and  the  glory  of  your  Majefty's  reign,  than  by  concurring  in  a  mcafure  which 

tends  to   the  extcnfion  of  trade,  and  the  encouragement  of  induftry  and   manufaftuie,   the 

genuine  fourccs  of  national  wealth,  and  the  fureft  foundation  of  the  profpcrity  and  happincfs 

of  your  Majcfty's  dominions,"  &c.  &cc. 

The  confojidation  of  the  cuftoms,  a  fubjeft  of  very  great  importance  to  the  commerce  of 
this  country,  had  been  fuggeftcd  to  tjie  attention  of  Parliament  in  the  fpccch  from  the  throne  ; 
and  on  the  26th  of  t  cbruary,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  opened  this  bufinefs  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  increafing  commerce  of  the  country  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  accumulated  burthens 
•on  the  other,  the  various  additions  which  it  had  been  neceiTary  to  make  to  the  national  in- 
come,  by  augmenting  almoft  every  fubfifting  duty,  and  the  concomitant  progreflion  of  the 
refources  from  whence  that  income  was  fupplied,  had  fo  widely  exceeded  the  expeditions  of 
our  anceflors,  and  ail  the  grounds  of  calculatioii  on  which  they  founded  their  fyftem  of  fin^nce^ 
that  the  principles  which  they  adopted,  as  fuited  to  the  narrow  and  confined  fcale  of  their 
public  exigency  and  refources,  were  no  longer  applicable  to  the  prefent  (late  either  of  the  trade 
or  the  revenue  of  the  country.  The  oonfcquences  of  thus  retaining  the  old  principle  under 
the  altered  circOmftances  of  the  country,  were,  in  feveral  points  of  view,  highly  detrimental 
to  the  interefts  of  the  natiop.  In  the  firft,  and  mod  material  inftancc,  they  were  produftive 
of  great  inconvenience  to  individuals,  as  well  to  the  merchants  as  to  the  officers  of  the  cuf- 
toras,  from  the  difficulty  they  occafioned  in  calculating  and  afcertaining  the  amount  of  the 
feveral  furas  to  be  paid  by  the  former  j  and  they  were  alfo,  in  fonw  degree,  attended  with  an 
aflual  lofs  to  the  revenue. 

The  firft  infiitution  of  the  prefent  fubfifting  duties  of  cuftom,  was  made  by  a  ftatute  of  the 
'I2th  of  Qiarles  II.  under  the  names  of  the  tonnage  and  poundage  :  the  firft  of  thofe  was  an 
impofition  on  wines,  laid  on  by  the  quantities  imported ;  and  the  other  was  a  proportional 
duty,  calculated  by  value  on  all  other  articles.  This  laft  duty-of  poundage,  was  of  a  nature 
liable  to  great  inaccuracy  and  irregularity ;  the  value  of  the  goods  was  afcertained  by  a  book  of 
rates,  and  computed  on  the  quantities  of  the  goods,  either  with  refpeft  to  gage,  to  weight,  or 
to  ta'tllc:  it  was  not  a  real  value  which  was  fixed  upon  them,  fo  that  the  duty  fhould  bear  a 
certain  proportion  to  that  real  value,  but  an  arbitrary  value,  perhaps,  according  to  their  actual 
ftandard  at  the  time  of  impofing  the  duty  ;  yet  which  muft,  from  the  "natural  fluftuations  of 
trade  and  roanufadlures,  be  neceflarily  liable  to  many  changes  and  alterations.  The  confc- 
quence  of  fuch  a  mode  of  taxation,  when  it  was  laid  on  by  bulk,  was,  that  in  goods  of  one 
general  defcription,  the  duty  was  always  the  fame,  whether  upon  the  finer  or  the  coarfer  ma- 
nufacture^, by  which  means  it  either  operated  as  a  prohibition  to  the  latter,  or  was  not  at  all 
fclt  by  the  former.  There  was,  befides,  another  mode  by  which  duties  were  impofed,  and 
.this  by  a  proportion  to  the  value  on  goods  not  rated,  being  the  real  and  adlual  value  of  the 
.goods  as  fworn  to  by  the  importer.  This  principle  of  taxation,  when  once  adopted,  was  pur- 
fued  in  every  frelh  fubfidy  which  had  been  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  feve- 
.ral  loans  which  were  raifed  from  time  to  time.  In  fome  inftances  it  had  operated  by  impo- 
:fing  additional  duties,  calculated  by  a  per  centage  on  the  duties  at  prefent  paid;  in  others,  it 
Jaid  a  further  duty  on  a  different  denomination  of  the  commodity,  either  with  refpeft  to  its 
^va|ue,  its  bulkt  its  weight,  or  its  number;  and  proceeding  gradually  in  this  manner,  from 
^eripd  to  period^  it  bad,  at  length,  by  the  uumcrou^  additioas  fo  oiade,  and  the  unbounded 
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1787  incrcafc  of  the  articles  of  commerce,  produced  that  rtiaft  of  confufion  which  was,  at  this  tiraCf 
a  fubjcft  of  fuch  univerfal  complaint, — as  produftive  of  an  infinity  of  inconvenience  and  delay 
whom  it  was  the  intcreft  of  the  country  to  have  as  free  as  poflible  from  all  embarraifment, — the 
mercantile  part  of  the  nation. 

In  examining  the  nature  and  extent  of  thofe  inconvenicneies  which  arofe  from  hence  to  the 
merchants,  it  appeared,  that  almoft  all  the  additional  fubfidies  had  been  appropriated  to  fome 
fpecific  fund,  for  the  payment  of  certain  fpecific  annuities,  and  that  there,  muft,  therefore,  be 
«  feparate  calculation  made  at  the  cuftom-houfe  for  each  of  the  different  fubtidies;  and  that, 
from  the  great  complexity  of  the  whole  fjrftem,  fcarcely  any  ooemerchant  could  be  acquainted,, 
by  any  calculations  of  his  own,  with  the  cxaft  amount  of  what  he  was  to  pay.  It  was,'  at  the 
firft  view,  perhaps,  a  ground  for  aHonifliment,  that  confequehces  ferioufly  bad  had  ;iot  as  yet 
refulted  from  this  evil;  but  there  were  two  caufcs  by  which  that  circumftance  might  be  ac- 
counted for.  The  firll  was,  that  fome  perfons,  employed  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  whole  whole 
•  time  was  dedicated  to  the  bufincfs,  and  who  of  courfe  were  mott  Converfant  with  it  than  any 
merchant  could  be  fuppofed  to  be,  had,  for  the  eafe  arid  convenience  of  the  traders  and  mer- 
chants, arranged  a  general  View  of  the  cuftoms,  in  the  form  of  a  bot>k  of  rates,  which  was,  to 
a  certain  degree,  found  to  be  ufeful :  but  the  utility  ariiing  from  fuch  a  compilation,  could  not 
be  of  any  long  ftanding,  when  it  was  cbnfidered  that  there  was,  every  feffion  of  Parliament, 
ibme  alteration  or  another  made  in  feveral  of  the  duties,  and  each  of  thofe  alterations,  follow- 
ii^gthe  old  principle,  totally  tinhinged  and  overturned  the  u(b  of  every  preceding  printeid  cal^ 
culation.  But  even  if  this  difadvantage  did  not  Attend  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  book  of  rates. 
It  yet  tended  only  to  relieve,  in  a  vei-y  inconfiderable  defgrce,  the  grievance  complained  of;  for  * 
though  the  calculations  contained  in  the  book  might  have  been  never  fo  Accurate,  neverthelefs 
the  merchant  could  not  go  to  the  cuftom-houfe .  and  enter  his  goods  immediately,  by  paying 
down  the  fum  ftated  in  the -book  of  rates,  but  muft  wait,  as  If  fuch  book  never  exifted,  until 
all  the  ufiial  calculations  on  each  fubfidy  had  been  made, — the  feveral  ifks  by  which  fuch  fub- 
fidies had  been  granted  having  fo  direded  :  and  thus,  in  point  of  time,  nothing  was  faved  hj 
the  merchant.  The  other  catifc,  by  which  the  inconvenience  was  in  fome  degree  obviated, 
was  one,  to  which,  fgr  many  good  reafons,  as  fpeedy  a  conclufibn  fhotild  be  hiade  as  poflible. 
The  officers  of  the  cuftoms  having,  from  conftant  prafticc  and  experience,  Acquired  a  greater 
facility  in  making  the  neceflary  calculations  than  the  merchant  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  done^ 
were  the  only  perfons  to  whom  the  merchant  could  apply  for  ailtftance  and  direction.  Thus 
the  merchant  was  not  only  in  a  great  degree  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  officers,  but  the  officers 
themfelves,  who  were  intended  tol?e  a  check  upon  the  merchants,  were  forced  to  become  their 
agents :  a  proceeding  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  reafon  and  policy.  Nor  wer«  thefc  abufes 
confined  to  the  cuftoms,  fhey  exifted  ^Ifo,  though  not  to  the  fame  extent,  in  the  excife,  and,  in 
a  certain  degree,  in  another  great  branch  of  the  revenue,  the  ftamps. 

The  mode,  therefore,  by  which  it  was  now  propofed  to  remedy  this  great  abufc  was,  by 
abolifhing  all  the  duties  which  now  fubfifted  in  this  confufed  and  complex  ma|iner,  and  to 
fubftitute  in  their  ftead  one  linglc  duty  on  each  article,  amounting  as  nearly  as  poffible  to  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  various  fubfidies  already  paid ;  only  in  general  where  a  fraftion  was  found 
in  any  of  the  Aims,  to  charge  the  fraction  for  the  neareft  integral  number,  nfually  taking  the  - 
higher,  rather  than  the  lower.  To  this  rife  in  the  duties  there  could  be  no  objeftion,  as  it 
would  annihilate  all  the  confufion  confequent  on  frafiions ;  for  although  the  advance  from 
{rations  to  the  integer,  would  produce  an  increafe  in  the  revenue  to  the  amount  of  90,000]. 
Vol.  IV.  4,M  ^        per 
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1787  per  annum,  fuch  an  additional  burthen  would  be  mod  amply  compenfated  by  the  great  rejlef 
ivhich  the  merchant  would  experience  from  the  whole  of  the  plan.     Befides,  there  would  flUl 
be  fome  diminution  of  revenue  in  certain  branches  of  it>  where  it  might  be  found  expedient  to" 
fubftitute  the  lower  for  the  higher  integral  numbers,  inftead  of  thr  fcadlion. 

The  plan  not  only  regarded  t^e  convenience  of  the  merchant  and  the  officers  o£tIiQ  cuftom*- 
boufe,  but alfo  greatly  promoted  the  revenue  itfelf,  byfreeing.it  from  the  clogs  and  fetters, 
with  which  it  was  loaded,  and  changing  the  obfcurity  under  which  it  now  laboured,  to.form&. 
fo  clear  and  di{lin£t,  that  no  miflake  or  error  could  poffibly  take  place.iQ.any  future  inquiries 
which  might  be  made  upon  the  fubjeft. 

It  may  notalfo  be  improper  to  mention,  that  many  of. the  fubGdies  which  it  wai  propofed: 
to  abolifh,  were  particularly  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  certain  fppcified  annuitants,  and 
as  fome  of  the  annuitants  were  entitled  to  a  valuable  priority  of  payment,  it  was  doubted  whe-- 
ther  fuch  right  of  priority  might  not  be  infringed^  by  abolilhing  thofe  funds  from  which  fuch* 
prior  payments  were  to  iflue,  and  confolidating  them  all  into  one  general  mafs.  But  this  . 
valuable  priority  was  guarded  from  all  danger,  as  the  plan  would  leave  it  at  the  option  of  alii 
perfons  enjoying  fuch  right  of  priority  to  continue  in  poileffion  of  it,  or  relinquifli  it  as  they, 
might  think  proper. 

This  priority  of  payment-arofe  from  the  terms  of  the  fevcral  loans,  by  which  certaia  funds . 
were  raifed  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  fuch  loans,  and  the  furplui&s  of  thofe  funds  to  go* 
to  the  aggregate  fund,  out  of  which  aggregate  fund  other  annuities  were  to  be  paid.     The  right 
of  priority,  therefore,  might  as  well  be  maintained  by  paying  them  all  out  of  one  general  fund, . 
as  by  paying,,  firft,  onefot  of  annuitants  outoffeveral  funds,  and  the  remaining  annuitants  ^ 
out  of  the  furjdufles  of  thofe  funds ;  provided  that,  out  of  that  general  fund^  the  fi^rft  payments  < 
areafiually  made  to  thofe  annuitants  entitled  to  that  priority.    By  fuch. an  arrangement,  no.- 
injury  could  poflibly  arife  to  the  public  credit,  and  no  real  benefit  refulted  to  thofe  who  en* 
joyed  the  right  of  prior  payment,  the  rcfources  of  the  country  being  equally  bound  for  the 
payment  of  the  whole,  and  the  payments  already  made  to  the  annuitants  were  not  paid.out  of. 
the  refpeJtive  funds  appropriated  to  the  different  annuities,  but  the  whole  of  that  buf^nefs  iss 
conduced  at  the  Bank,  nearly  in  the  fame  manner.as  it  would  be  when  the  whole  of  the  revenue.- 
was  confolidated  into  one  general  fund. 

The  fiate  certainly  has  a  right,  confident  with  its  good  .faith  to  its  creditors,,  to  make  fuch  t 
alterations  in  the  nature  of  its  feciuities,  as  it  fhould  fee  to  be  convenient  and  neceflary;  pro-- 
vided  that,  in  every  fuch  alteration,  it  takes  care  to  fuhftitute  fuch  a  iecurity,  which  fhould  be  • 
fubftantially  equivalent  to  that  which  was  fo  changed.     There  could,  therefore,  be  no.objec- 
tion,  on  the  ground  of  public  faith,,  to  the  fyftem. which  was  now  propofed,  as  not  only  all  the  : 
funds  then  confolidated  were  to  become  chargeable  witktlie  public  debt,  but  that  every  other- 
refource  of  the  country,  of  every  defcription  whatever,  fhould  be  collateral  fecurity  for  thc^- 
payment  of  thofe  debts  ;—^even  the  aids  of  the  current  year. .   But  notwithflanding  the  un-. 
doubted  right  of  the  Icgiflature  to  change  the  mode  of  its  own  fecurities,  it  certainly  ought  not 
to  be  done,  if  it  could  bcpoffibly  avoided,  without  the  confent  of  the  fcveral  creditors,  which, . 
indeed,  it  has  been  the  conftant  pra£tice  of  Parliament  to  take,  whenever  it  proceeded  upon 
any  fuch  roeafure.     In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  confent  .was  to  be  taken  by  allowing  a  proper  time 
for  the  public  creditors  to  make  their  objeQions,  and,  if  in  that  time  none  were  made,  to  con- 
ftrue  their  lilence  into  acquiefcence.     A3  to  tlie  funds,  it  did  not  appear  that  any  of  them  could  : 
pofCbly  be  affeded  in  any  difadvaiitagcous  manner,  by.tlie  new  modification.     Such  appear  to 
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17^87  have  been  the  grounds  on  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  a  motion  for  a  preli- 
minary refoluiion  to  the  following  purport : — That  all  duties  of  cuftoms,  excife,  and  certain 
ilutics  of  ilamps,  do  ceafe  and  determine,  and  that  other  duties  be  fubdituted  in  their  {lead. 
In  the  motion  were  included  certain  fpecific  exceptions,  as  the  duties  on  malt,  mumi  cyder, 
perry,  &c. 

The  introduftion  of  this  meafure  occafioned  no  debate.  The  obje£l  was  fo  plainly  advan- 
tageous as  to  command  the  concurrence  of  every  defcription  of  Members  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. The  only  refolation  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  confolidation  of  the  cudoms,  that  occaiidned  any  debate,  was  moved  by  Mr, 
Pitt  on  the  thirteenth  of  March,  and  had  for  its  objeft  tlie  reduftion  of  the  duties  upon  bran* 
dies  to  the  rate  of  five  (hillings  per  gallon.  This,  as  the  Minifter  obferved,  was  twp  fhilling^ 
lower  tlian  the  (landard  provided  for  by  the  treaty;  and  he  relied  tlie  policy  of  the  meafure  on 
its  tendency  to  countcraftaB4  overthrow  the  contraband  trade.  The  difference  between  tho 
quantity  of  brandy  fmuggled,  and  that  which  had  been  legally  imported  was  prodigious  ;  the 
.  foimer  amounting  to  about  4,000,000  of  gallons,  while  the  latter  did  not  exceed  6  or  700,000, 
If,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  intended  redudion  of  duty  were  to  operate  as  an  uncompenfated 
reduftion  upon  the  revenue,  the  lols  would,  indeed,  amoimt  to  the  fum  of  aOo,oool.  pep 
annum :  but  an  increafed  importation  of  800,000  gallons,  dedufted  from  the  4,000,000,  a( 
this  time  illegally  imported,  would  form  a  fuificient  compenfation, — and  there  was  every  reafon 
to  expeft  much  more.  Samples  of  the  different  forts  of  brandy,  collefted  at  the  places  of  im- 
portation, with  an  account  of  their  firft  coft ;  and  thcfe  famples  having  been  ctprefsly  examin- 
ed by  very  principal  merchants,  it  was  their  opinion  that,  in  almoft  every  different  fort,  the 
fair  trader,  under  the  propofed  reduftion,  would  be  abfolutcly  able  to  underfell  the  fmuggler. 
An  additional  regulation  was  alfo  propofed  to  be  adopted,  which  would  fecure  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  nccefiary  compenfation,  and  not  leave  the  whole  to  an  unavoidable  rifk;  it  would 
alfo  operate  as  an  anfwer  to  another  objeftionable  confequence,  the  introducing  a  more  ex- 
tended ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  among  the  common  people,  and  this  was — to  raife  the  price  of 
licenc€;s  to  the  retailers. of  fuch  liquors.  In  anfwer  to  thofe  obfervations  it  was  faid,  that  fatal 
confequences  would  refult  from  the  propofed  regulation  to  the  importation  of  rum  from  the 
Weft  India  Iflands,  and  that,  according  to  the  unanimous  opinion  of  a  large  body  of  planters 
and  merchants,  our  rums  would  not  be  able  to  ftand  a  competition  with  the  brandies,  and  muft 
be  totally  driven  out  of  the  market.  It  was  alfo  lamented,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  accounts  of  the  quantity  of  brandy  fmuggled  into  this  country, 
before  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  as  it  was  fuggefted  that  France  would  certainly  have  given 
an  equivalent  for  the  benefit  of  having  her  brandies  imported  into  Great  Britain  at  fo  low  a 
duty.  This  refolution,  however,  like  all  the  others  in  the  fyfiem  of  confolidation,  was  (;ar- 
ried  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Pitt  having  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  purfuant  to  the  rcfolutions  relative  to  the 
French  treaty  and  the  confolidated  duties^  Sir  Grey  Cooper  abjeftcd  to  the  propoiition.  He 
laid,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  fortuitous  and  fingular  circumftances  in  the  fame  fefGon 
and  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  when  a  great  innovation  iii  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  was 
propofed,  the  bill,  which  had  long  been  in  contemplation  for  (implifying  the  duties  of  cuftoms 
had  been  brought  forward,  there  muft  neceflarily  have  been  a  feparate  and  diftinft  bill  for  ren- 
dering dffeftual  the  tariff  of  the  French  treaty :  for  this  and  other  reafons,  he  fuggefted  an 
iunendme»t  to  Mr*  Pitt's  motion,  which  was  to  ipfert  the  words,  *'  a  bill  or  bills,^  and  a  mo- 
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1787  tion  was  made  to  that  effcA.  Tbe  Mimfler  argued  the  impradicability  of  complying  with  the. 
motion^  fince/  if  the  plans  were  introduced  feparately,  one  of  two  things  muft  take  phce  ;--* 
'  either  the  treaty  muik  have  the  priority,  and,  in  that  cafe,  there  muft  be  a  coniidera}>Ie  reduc- 
tion  in  tlie  duties  on  Freneh  commodities,  duties  already  appropriated  to  particular  funds  for 
paying  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt,  without  the  introduction  of  an  equivalent,  and,  of  con* 
iequence,  the  funds  muft  be  diminiihed ;  or,  on  the  oth6r  hand,  the  plan  of  confolidatipn  muft 
befirft  carried  into  execution^  and  the  duties  on  French  commodities  muft  neceflarily  be  regu- 
lated before  tbe  neceffity  of  fuch  regulations  had  been  recognized  by Tarliament.  The  propofed 
smiendment  was  loft  6n  a  divifion. 

Another  point  was  ftrongly  and  repeatedly  ui^d  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  though  it  was  not  {&* 
gene;-ally  efpoufed :  this  was  the  confideration,  that  though  tbe  committee  for  forming  thefe 
lefolutions  had  received  no  inftxuAion  but  tbe  general  one,  for  confidering  fo  much  of  the: 
King's  fpeecU  as  related  to  the  Amplifying  the  public  accounU,  yet,  in  reality,  diey  had  im*> 
pofed  new  taxes  by  more  than  lOC  refolutions  upon  timber  for  (hip-buildings  deals,  battens- 
and  ftave»;  and  they  had  even  been  made  the  vehicle  for  reducing  the  duty  on  Portugal  wine. 
He  therefore  moved,  diat  the  refolutions  be  recommitted,  and  thatfuitable  inftru6lions  be- 
given  to  tbe  committee  for  their  adoption.    Tbe  Ci^ancellor  of  the  Exchequer  afibrted,  that  ir 
was  abfurd  to  imagine,  that  the  refiriution  which  hadled  to  the  forming  of  the  committee,  had 
intended  nothing  more  than  a  fimplification  of  the  cuftoms,  by  advancing  the  amountof  the* 
ieveral  duties,  in  which  there  appeared  fraftional  numbers*,  fince  this  alone,  inftead  of  fimpli— 
fying,  would  have  proved  the  means  of  additional  confuiion  in  the  tran£i£tions  of  the  revenue. 
This  motion  was^alfo  negatived. 

In  one  of  the  later  fiages  of  the  bill^  the  queftioa  was  taken  up  refpefling  die  duty  on  French^ 
lawns  :  when  it  was  aflerted,^  that  foreign  thread  and  bone  lace  might  be  imported  on  a  duty  of 
17s,  7d.  per  dozen  yards,  which^  onlaces  of  ad.  or  3d*  a  yard,,  (the  only  thread  laces  imported^ 
in  any  quantity)  was  equivalent  to  a  prohibition ;  confequendy  no  duty  on  them  was  collefi- 
ed,  and  the  whole  was  fmuggled.     As  to  the  valuable  thread  laces,  fuch  as  point,. &c,  the  fame- 
duty  erred  on  the  other  lide,  being  totally  dilproportionate  to  the  value.    Withrefpe£b  to  foreign^ 
filk  laces,  they  were  abfolutely  prohibited,  and  could  not  be  imported  from  any  nation  what- 
ever*    Thefe  filklaces^  itwasfaid^  made  feven^tenths,  at  Ieaft,.oftheconfumption  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  dominions  in  that  article  to  the  amount  of  3PO,oooL  per  annum^  and  that  the  duty  loft  to^ 
•ur  revQUue^  was  given  to  the  French  fmugglers»     To  thefe  objeAions  the  Minifter  replied,, 
that  he  was  thoroughly  grounded  in  his  opinion,  that  the  principle  of  the  tax  on  lace,  wa;  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  had  been  voted  upon  cambric ;  for,  in  h&t  this  laft  was  calcukited  upon> 
the  price  and  not  upon  the  value,  exafily  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  tax  upon  French  Jace.*^- 
He  admitted  that  the  difference  between  the  value  of  the  feveral  forts  o£  laces  was  greater  than' 
that  between  the  various  forts  of  cambrics,,  fo  that  the  proportion  of  duty  paid  by  the  higher 
priced  laces,  was  lower  in  comparifon  with  that  paid  by  the  inferior  kinds,  than  the  fame  pro-* 
portion  in  the  article  of  cambrics  ;  but  ftill  it  was  evident,,  that  the  principle  of  both  the  taxes' 
^  was  the  fame,  and  it  had  been  a  praA4ce,  followed  in  many  taxes,  to  impofe  them^on  the  quan- 

tity inftead  of  the  value  of  the  article.  Whether  tlie  tax  upon  lace  was  or  was  not  impofed  in- 
the  moft  prudent  and  polidc  mode,  was  a  fubjeft  for  feparate  dilctiflioni  The  ailertion,  that 
French  lace  ftill  continued  to  be  prohibited,  was  a  miftake  inpoint  of  faft^;  for  it  was  provided 
for  in  the  treaty,  tliat  all  articles  not  enumerated  in  the  tariff  fhould  be  imported  from  France 
intO;  this  country^  a&  from  the  moft  favoured  nation..    The  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
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B787  lace,  not  b&ing  included  in  the  tarifF,  was  no  longer  fabje£l  to  the  prohibition.  Thefe  obfer<*^ 
vations  could  only  apply  to  thread  lace,  for  as  to  iilk  lace,  every  fort  and  defcription  of  it  ftill 
continued  adually  and  exprefsly  prohibited  by  the  treaty.  But  if  it  fhould  be  found  expedient 
at  any  future  period,  there  wa!s  not  any  thing  in  the  treaty  which  could,,  in  any  degree,  prevent 
their  being  admitted  hereafter  under  any  duty  which  might  be  thought  advifeable. 

The  confolidation  ad  did-  not  pafs  the  Houfe  of  Lords  without  exciting  fomeoppofition,  but 
it  was  not  fufficient  to  prevent  its  finally  reaching  the  throne.  .        , 

The  laws  of  imprifonment  for  debt  have  long. been  acknowledged  to<bo  a  difgrace  to  the  1q- 
giilative  code  of  this  country.     As  it  very  feldom  happens,  that  an  error  which  has  crept  into* 
any  government,  is  immediately  remedied,i — the  introduAion  of  a  permanent  improvement  in 
our  laws  upon  this  fubjeft  has  long  been  procraftinated,  and  refort  has  been  had<  to  various 
axpedients  for  diminifhing  the  prefent  evil.     One  of  thefe  expedients  has  been  what  are  called' 
A&s  of  Grace,  originating  in  the  clemency  of  the  foyereign  on  his  accei&on  to  the  throne; — a  - 
fecond  expedient  has  been  what  is  denominated  the  Lords  Aft,  which  is  a  kind  of  perpetual 
law,  provided  for  the  compounding  the  affairs  of  debtors  whofe  debts  do  not  exceed  200I.  :  a 
farther  expedient  is,  that  of  Afts  of  Infolvency,  which  have  been  ufualLy  paiied  at  periods  of 
various  diftance,  when  the  prifons  of.  the  kingdom  have  been  fo  full,  as  to  be  fuppofedto  render* 
them  abfolutely  neceffary. 

The  laft  infoiyent  a£t  was  occaiioned  by  the  riots  ln<  1780,  and  in  feveral  facceflive  years  at^ 
tempts  have  been  made,  but  in  vain,  to  clear  the  prifons  by  th^  fame  means.     In  this^  year  a^ 
bill  of  a  fimilar  nature  was  introduced  into  Parliament,  pai&d  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
was  read  a  fecond  time  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  sad  of  May.     The  Duke  of  Norfolk 
ftated,  on  the  occafion^  that  there  were  above  3,000  jdebtors  confined  in  the.  different  prifons  of^ 
the  kingdom,  the  iofs  of  whofe  labour  was  a  material  injury  to  the  public;     The  objeft  of  the 
bill,  his  Gri^ce  added,  was  to  fet  the  unfortunate,  and  not  the  fraudulent,  debtors  at  liberty ;. 
the  bill,  tjierefbre,  contained  feveral. reftrainingclaufes  for  th&  prevention  of  fraud  and  impo* 
iition ;  but  if  any  further  reilraints  fhould  be  thought  neceiiary,  they  might  be  added,  and  the* 
bill  thereby  fo  modified  as  to  anfwer  thefe  purpofes  which  were  the  real  objed  of  iu 

Lord  Rawdon  urged  in  favour  of  the  bill»  that  originally  fo  mudl^attention  had  l^en  given' 
to  the  r^fefulnefs  of  each  individual  to  his  family  and  the  public,  that  whenever  his  ptofcrtj 
was  feized,  his  utenfils  of  agriculture  were  deemed  unattachablc.  The  proceeding  by  diftrainf 
was  the  firft  procefs^  andthat  was  multiplied  till  all  the  property  of  the  debtor  was  feized. — 
Afterwards,  the  apprehending  the  perfon.of  the  debtor,  in  order  to  oblige  him  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  effefts,  was  addfcd ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  time  of  Gharles  tlie  Second  that,  in  con- 
fcqueuce  of  the  alteration  of  tenures,  the  prefent  mode  of  retaining  the  debtor  in  prifon  for  a« 
tong  and  uncertain  period,  at  the  fole  mercy  of  his  creditor,  was  added. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow,  by  ^hofc  interpofition  the  bill  had  bcenrejcfted  in  feveral* 
preceding  inftanccs,  delivered  his  fcntiments  in  a  very  full  and  explicit  manner,  and  as  it  is  an^ 
opinion  proceeding  from  fuch  high  authority,  we  Ihall  give  the  fubflance  of  it. 

His  lordlhip  entered  at  large  into  the  argument  of  the  inexpediency  of  afts  of  iri(bhency,.as 
well  as  the  raanifeft  injuftice  of  breaking  in  upon  that  power  of  coercion  of  payment,  with>: 
which  the  law  of  this  country  had  armed  the  creditor  for;  the  fccurity  of  his  property.    The 
.  genefal  idea,  that  humanity  required  the  intervention  of  the  Icgifliture  between  the  debtor  and? 
Ijie  creditor,  was  a  falfc  notion,  founded  in  errjor,  and  dangerous  in*  praflice.     He  who  had 
frequent  opportiinities  of  knowing  and  wicnciTmg  the  temper  of  creditors^  feldom  found  caufe 
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•1787  of  complaint  on  tliQ  grcvund  of  their  feverity;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  lenity  and  kindnefs 'of 
.    the  coHeftive  body  of  creditors  who  daily  came  before  him,  were  uniformly  great,  warm,  and 
slbundant.     In  aid  of  his  own  observation,  he  mentioned  a  great  law  authority  for  declaring, 
that  for  every  twenty  debtors  there  fcarcely  appeared  in  the  courts  of  law  one  cruel  creditor.^— 
It  had  been  faid,  that  the  laws  rcfpefting  debtor  and  creditor,  in   mefoe  procefs,  and  in  exe- 
cution, ftood  in  need  of  revifion,  with  a  view  to  alteration  and  amendment, — and  there  w^as 
-  fome  foundation  for  the  affettion,  and  he  Ihould  be  willing  to  pay  every  poflible  attention  in 
his  power  to  the  confideration  of  fo  weighty  and  important  a  (ubjeft  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time, 
^  'he  earneftly  reprobated  fuch  breaches  of  failh  with  creditors  as  occaiional  bills  of  infolvency. 

With  regard  to  the  argument,  that  there  were  3,000  debtors  in  different  gaols,  the  number  of 
aftual  prifoners  on  mefne  procefs,  or  in  execution,  was  one  thing;  the  i>umber  of  prifoners, 
including  their  families  and  attendants,  was  another ;  and  the  number  of  prifoners  on  tlie  fpe- 
culation  of  an  infolvcnt  bill,  was  a  third.  A  much  greater  evil  than  ihe  lofs  of  liberty,  was 
the  diflipation  and  corruption  that  prevailed  in  all  our  ppifons^  and  to  that  objeft  it  would  bo 
much  better  to  direft  the  fpirtt  of  reformation,  than  to  defrauding  the  creditor  of  his  chance  of 
recovering  his  property  by  letring  loofe  bis  debtor,  and  taking  from  him  the  hopes  of  payment. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  made  the  diftinftion  between  debtors  in  refpeft  to  trade,  and  debtors 
of  another  defcription.  He  fpoke  of  the  ancient  notion  under  which  a  tradefman,  who  could 
not  pay  his  debts,  was  punifhable  ;  afterwards,  as  the  principles  of  trade  became  better  under- 
ftood,  more  enlarged  ideas  prevailed,  and  the  bankrupt  laws  were  inftituted  for  the  relief  of 
thofe  traders  who  had,  through  unforefeen  misfortunes,  incurred  debts  to  a  greater  amount 
than  their  capitals  and  th'e  fums  owing  to  them  would  fatisfy.  Thefe  laws  had  ever  been  a 
generous  provifion,  as  well  as  a-  wife  protection,  for  cafes  of  that  defcription.  On  the  other 
hand,  tiiofe  who  ran  in  debt,  knowing  that  they  never  fhould  be  abl^  to  pay,  were  certainly 
fit  fubjefts  of  that  feverity  which  the  law,  as  it  flood,  empowered  their  creditors  to  exercife  to- 
wards them.  The  prefent  bill  made  no  fort  of  diftinftion  between  the  two  defcriptions,  but 
provided  equally  for  the  liberation  of  all  debtors  of  almofl  every  defcription ;  and  confequently, 
being  indifcriminate  in  its  objeft,  could  not  poffibly  be  jufl.  He  flated  the  hiftory  of  the 
Lords  aft,  fhcwing,  that  it  went  on  the  principle  of  the  CeJJio  Bonorum  in  ufe  in  Scotland-,  and 
•be  drevy  an  argument  from  thence  againft  tl^e  propofed.  bill  of  infolvency.  He  proceeded  alfo 
to  flate  fome  ideas  which  he  had  formed  on  the  alterations  that  might  be  defirable  in  the  laws 
ofJmprifonment  in  this  country,  and  which  had  arifen  from  communio^tions  he  had  received 
on  the  fubjeft  from  Mr.  Howard,  fo  well  known  for  the  new  path  of  humanity  in  which  he 
has  trod.  His  lordlhip  flated,  with  much  approbation,  that  part  of  the  Scotch  law  which  pu- 
nifhed  with  more  than  ordinary  feverity,  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  advifing  a  tradefman  to 
fraudulent  bankruptcy,  and  aiding  and  aflifling  him  in  fuch  an  illegal  aft.  Such  were  the  opi- 
nions of  the  learned  Lord  on  the  occafion,  which  not  only  prevailed  to  the  throwing  out  the 
bill  in  queflion,  but  will,  in  all  probability,  prevent  any  meafure  of  a  fimilar  nature  from  fuc- 
ceeding  at  any  future  period. 

With  refpeft  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eafl  India  Company,  little  was  done  in  the  courfc  of  the 
prefent  year.  A  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  firft  of  February 
from  the  Britifh  inhabitants  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  complaining  of  the  opprcffive  nature 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  Eafl  India  bill  of  1784,  and  praying  that  certain  claufcs  of  that  bill  might  be  re- 
pealed. This  petition  appeavs  to  have  been  a  partial  bufinds,  and  had  been  figned  by  the  far 
{;r«ater  part  of  thofe  whoijp  names  were  annexed  to  it,  from  entreaty  and  mifreprefentation ; 

nay,. 
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L787  nay,  it  was  pofilively  aCeited  in  the  debate  on  the  fubjcft,  that  oat  of  800  perfons  figning  tlie 
petition,  there  were  700  foldiers  with  arms  in  their  hands.  Counfcl,  however,  were  admitted 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioners  ;  but  Mr.  Dempfter  having  thought  proper  to  poftponc  his  mo- 
tion for  leai^fo  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  India  bills  of  1784  and  1786,-:— on  a 
motion  from  Mr,  Pitt  the  committee  for  hearing  the  Bengal  petition  was  diflblved.  On  the 
.  nineteenth  of  March,  Mr,  Dempfter  brought  forward  his  motions,  but  without  fuccefs, — they 
were  negatived  by  very  great  majorities. 

In  the  parliamentary  feflions  of  this  year,  the  charges  agalnft  Mr.  Haftings  were  renewed. 
The  charge  againft  that  gentleman,  on  the  ground  of  the  Rohilla  war,  received  a  negative  by  a 
confiderable  majority, — but  an  almoft  eq.ual  maJ9rity  confirmed  that  which  refpeSed  his  expul- 
fion  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares.  In  a  regular  courfc  of  proceeding,  the  feveral  charges  refpcfting 
the  Nabob  of  Farruckabadf-^tlic  contrafts-r-EizuUa  Khan — the  prefents — the  revenues  and 
mifdemeanors  in  Oude  were  voted.  On  the  25th  of  Apfil,  it  was  reported  from  the  committee 
to  whom  it  had  been  referred  to  prepare  the  articles  of  impieachment,  tliat  they  had  compleated- 
feveral  of  them  ;  on  the  ninth  of  May  this  report  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  on  the  day 

'  following  it  was  voted  that  Mr.  Haftings  be  impeached,  and  Mr.  Edmuod  Burke  was  direded^ 
tQ  impeach  hiti^  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  he  immediately  did  with  the  ufual 
ceremony.  On  the  thirtieth  of  May,  the  King  put  an  end  to  the  fcffion  of  Parliament  by  a 
fpeechirom  the  throne.  He  applauded  the  afliduity  of  Parliament,  and  thanked  them  for  their 
proofs  of  afFeflEion  for  him,  his  family  and  government.  He  fpoke  of  thoigeneral  tranquillity 
of  Europe,,  and  lamented  the diflenfions  which  unhappily  prevailed  among  the  States  of  the 
United  Provinces.  He  reflefted  with  peculiar  pleafure  on  the  meaCures  they  had  taken,  with 
regard  to  the  reduftion  of  the  national  debt,  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  moft  Chriftian 
King,  and  the  Amplifying  the  accounts  in  the  various  branches  of  tb«  revenue. 

mhe  foUowiftj^  Convention  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Moji  Chriftian  King,  wasjigned  at 

Ver failles  the  i^th  of  January  in  this  year. 

^*  In  conformity  to  the. 6th  and  43d  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Navigation  and  Commerce,, 
figned  at  Verfailles  the  26th  of  September,  1786,  in  order  to  explain  and  fettle  certain  points 
whidi  had  been  refervcd. 

"  Article  I.   Their  Majeftlcs  having  ftipul^ted,  in  the  6th  article  of  the  faid  treaty,  *'  That, 
the  duties  on  hardware,  cutlery,  cabinet  ware  and  turnery,  and  on  all  other  works,  both  heavy 
and  light,  of  iron,  fteel,  copper,  and  brafs,  (hall  be  claffed ;  and  that  the  higheft  duty  fhall. 
not  exceed  ten   per  cent,  ad  valoremy^  it  is  agreed,  that  cabinet  ware  and  turnery,  and  every 
thing  that  is  included  under  ihofe  denominations,  as.  alio  mufical  inftruments,  fhall  pay  ten  < 
p,er  cent,  ad  valor  em* 

*'  All  articles  made  of  iron  op  fteel,  pure  or  mixed,  or  worked  6r  maunted  with  other  fub- 
ftances,  not  exceeding  in  value  fixty  livres  tournois,  or  fifty  fhillings  per  quintal,  fhall  pay  only 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  and  all  o^ther  wares,  as  buttons,  buckles,  knives,  fciflars,  and  all 
the  different  articles  included  underthedcfcription  of  hardware  and  cutlery,  as  alfo  alj  other-, 
works  of  iron,  fteel,  copper  and  brafs,  pure  or  mixed,  or  worked  or  mounted  wifh  other  fub-- 
fiances,  fhall  pay  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

•'  If  cither  of  the  two  fovereigns  Ihould  think  proper  to  admit  the  faid  articles,  or  only  fomc 
^thero,  from  any  other  nation,  by  reafon  of  their  utility,  at  a  lower  duty,  the  fubjefts  of  the 

other 
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1787  otlicr  fovcrcign  Ihall  be  allowed  Jto -participate  in  fuch  diminution,  in  order  "that  no  forcigii 
nation  may  enjoy  in  this  refpeft  any  preference  to  their  difadvantage. 

'  *'  The  works  of  iron,  fteel,  copper  and  brafs  above-mentioned»  are  not  to  beunderftood  to 
extend  to  bar  iron  or  pig  iron,  or  in  general  to  any  kind  of  iron,  ftccl,  <l§l>er  or  brafs  iu  th&. 
Hale  of  the  raw  material. 

**  II.  Their  Majefties  having  alfo -ftipulated,  in  the -fixth  article,  "  That  for  the  better  fc- 
curing  the  due  coUeftion  of  the  duties  payable  advaloremy  which  are  fpecified  in  the  tariff,  they 
will  concert  with  each  other  the  form  of  the  declarations  to  be  made,  and  the  proper  means  of 
preventing  fraud  with  refpeft  to  the  real  value  of  the  goods  and  merchandizes/*  it  is  agreed 
that  each  declaration  fhall  be  given  in  writing,  figned  by  the  merchant,  owner,  or  faftor,  who 
anf^^crs  for  the  merchandizes  at  their  entry ;  which  declaration  (hall  contain  an  exaft  lift  of  the 
faid  merchandizes,  and  of  their  packages,  of  the  marks,  numbns  and  cyphers,  and  of  the  con- 
tents of  each  bale  or  cafe,  and  fhall  certify  that  they  are  oftht  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  kingdom  from  whence  they  are  imported,  and  fhall  alfo  expiefs  the  true  and  real 
value  of  the  faid  merchandizes,  in  order  that  the  duties  may  be  paid  in  confequence  thereof. 
That  the  officers  of  the  cuftom-houfc,  where  the  declaration  may  be  made,  ihali  be  at  liberty 
to  make  fuch  examination  as  they  ihall  think  proper  of  the  faid  merchandizes,  upon  their 
being  landed,  not  only  for  the  purpofe  of  verifying  the  fa&s  alledged  in  the  faid  declaration, 
that  the  merchandizes  are  of  the  produce  of  the  country  therein-mentioned,  and  that  the  ftate- 
meat  of  thcTr  value  and  quantity  is  exaft,  but  alfo  for  that  of  preventing  the  clandeftinc  in- 
troduction of  other  merchandizes  in  the  fame  bales  or  cafes:  provided  neverthelefs,  that  fucli 
examinations  fhall  be  made  with  every  poflible  attention  to  the  convenience  of  the  traders,  and 
to  the  prefcrvation  of  the  faid  merchandizes. 

<<  In  cafe  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  fhould  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  valuation  made  of  the 
tnercbandizes  in  the  faid  declaration,  they  fhall  be  at  liberty,  with  the  confent  of  the  principal 
cfHcers  of  the  cuftoms  at  the  port,  or  of  fuch  other  officer  as  fhall  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe, to  take  the  faid  merchandizes  according  to  the  valuation  made  by  the  declaration,  allow- 
ing to  the  merchant  or  owner  an  overplus  of  ten  per  cent,  and  refunding  to  him  the  duties  he 
may  have  paid  for  the  faid  merchandizes.  In  which  cafe,  the  whole  amount  fhall  be  paid  with- 
out delay,  by  the  cuftom-  houfe  of  the  port,  if  the  value  of  the  effects  in  queftion  fhall  not  ex- 
ceed 480  livres  tournois,  or  20L  fterling  ;  and  within  fifteen  days,  at  lateft,  if  their  value  ihall 
exceed  that  fum, 

^^  And  if  doubts  fhould  happen  to  arife,  either  refpe£ling  the  value  of  the  faid  merchandizes, 
or  the  country  of  which  they  are  the  produce,  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  at  tlie  p©rt  fhallfome 
'  to  a  determination  thereupon,  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  and  no  greater  fpace  of  time  ihall  be 
employed  for  that  purpofe,  in  any  cafe,  than  eight  days,  in  the  ports  where  the  officers  who 
have  the  principal  direftion  of  the  cuftoms  refide,  and  fifteen  days  in  any,  other  port  what«> 
foever. 

<<  Jt  is  fuppofed  and  underftood,  that  the  merchandizes  admitted  by  the  prefent  treaty,  ihall 
ht  refpeftiviCily  of  tlie  growth,  produce,  or  manufaAure  of  the  dominions  of  the  two  fovereigQS 
in  Europe. 

<*  To  oblige  the  traders  to  be  accurate  in  the  declarations  required  by  the  prefent  article,  as 
alfo  to  prevent  any  doubt  that  inight  arife  on  that  part  of  the  tenth  article  of  the  faid  treaty, 
which  provides,  that  if  any  of  the  effe£ts  are  omitted  in  the  declaration  delivered  by  the  mafter 
jof  the  ihipi  they  fhall  not  be  liable  to  confifcation,  unlefs  there  be  a  manifeft  appearance  of 

fraud ; 
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1*787  fraud ;  it  is  underftood,  that  in  fucli  cafe,  the  faid  efFefts  ftiaU  be  confifcated,  unlcfs  fatisfac- 
tory  proof  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  that  there  was  not  any  intention  of  fraud, 

**  III.  In  order  to  prevent  the  introduftionof  callicoes  manufaftured  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or 
in  other  countries,  as  if  they  had  been  manufaflured  in  the  rcfpeftive  dominions  of  the  two 
fovereigns  in  Europe,  it  is  agreed,  that  thecallicoes  manufaftured  in  the  faid  dominions,  for 
exportation  fram  one  country  to  the  other  refpeftively,  Ihall  have  at  the  two  ends  of  each  piece 
a  particular  mark,  woven  in  the  piece,  to  be  fettled  in  concert  by  the  two  governments ;  of  . 
which  mark  the  refpcftive  governments  (hall  give  nine  months  previous  notice  to  the  manu- 
fafturers ;  and  the  faid  mark  fhall  b^te  altered  from  time  to  time,  as  the  cafe  may  require.  It  is 
further  agreed,  that  until  the  faid  precaution  can  be  ptit  in  execution,  the  faid  callicoes  mutu- 
ally exported,  fhall  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  or  of  fuch  other 
officer  as  fliall  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  declaring  that  they  were  fabricated  in  the  country 
from  whence  they  were  exported,  and  alfo  that  they  are  furnilhed  with  the  marks  already  pre- 
fcribed  in  the  refpeftive  countries,  to  diftinguifli  fuch  caliicoes  from  thofe  which  come  from 
ether  countries, 

*•  IV.  In  fettling  the  duties  upon  cambricks  and  lawns,  it  is  underftood  that  the  breadth 
fliould  not  exceed,  for  the  cambricks,  fcven-eightlis  of  a  yard,  Engliih  meafurc,  (about  three- 
quarters  of  an  ell  of  France)  and  for  the  lawns,  one  yard  and  a  quarter,  Englifh  meafure  (one 
ell  of  France);  and  if  any  ftiall  hereafter  be  made  of  a  greater  breadth  than  what  is  above  men- 
tioned, they  fliall  pay  a  duty  often  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

*«  V.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  the  ftipulations  in  the  eighteenth  article  of  tlic  treaty,  fliall  not 
be  conftrued  toderogate  from  the  privileges,  regulations,  and  ufages  already cftabliflied  in  the 
cities  or  ports  of  the  rcfpeftive  dominions  of  the  two  fovereigns  :  and  further,  that  the  twenty- 
fifth  article  of  the  faid  treaty  fliall  be  conftrued  to  relate  only  to  fliips  fufpefted  of  carrying,  in. 
time  of  war,  to  the  enemies  of  either  6f  the  high  contracting  parties,  any  prohibited  articles, 
denominated  contraband  3  and  the  faid  article  is  not  to  hinder  the  examinations  of  the  officers 
of  the  cuftcFms,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  illicit  trade  in  the  refpc£tive  dominions. 

**  Vl.  Their  Majefties  having  ftipulated,  by  the  forty-third  article  of  the  faid  treaty^  that 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  funftions  of  the  confuls  fhould  be  determined,  "  and  that  a  con- 
^  vcntion  relative  to  this  point,  fhould  be  concluded  immediately  after  the  fignature  of  the 
•*  prefent  treaty,  of  which  it  fhould  bc<lecmed  to  conftitute  a  part,"  it  is  agreed,  that  the  faid 
'  ulterior  convention  fhall  be  fettled  within  the  fpace  of  two  months ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  ' 
time,  the  confuls-gencral,  confuls,  and  vice-confuls,  fhall  conform  to  the  ufages  which  are 
now  obferved  relative  to  the  confulfhip,  in  the  refpeftive  dominions  of  the  two  fovereigns ; 
and  that  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  rights,  and  immunities  belonging  to  their  office,  and 
and  which  are  allowed  to  the  confuls-general,  confuls,  and  vice-confuls  of  the  moft  favoured 
nation. 

*•  VII.  It  fhair  be  lawful  for  the  fubjefts  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  profecute  tbcir  debtors 
in  France,  for  the  recovery  of  debts. contrafted  in  the  dominions  of  his  faid  Majefty,  or  cife- 
where  in  Europe,  and  there  to  bring  a£lions  againft  them,  in  conformity  to  the  praftice  of  law 
in  ufe  in  the  kingdom  :  provided  that  (here  fhall  be  the  like  ufage  in  favourof  French  fubjedlt 
in  the  European. dominions  of  his  Britannic  Majefty .''    &c.  &c. 

Difficultfes  having  arifen  in  the  Eaft  Indies  relative  to  the  meaning  and  extent  of  the  thir- 
teenth article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  figned  at  Verfailles,  September  3,   1783;  their  Britannic 
and  Moft  Chriftian  Majefties,  with  a  view  to  remove  every  caufc  of  difpute  between  their  re- 
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1787  ipeflive  fubjefts  in  that  part  of  the  world,  thought  proper  to  make  the  following  Convcntioir,^ 
which  was  figned  at  Vcrfaillcs,  Auguft  31,  1787  : — 

*'  Article  I.  His  Britannic  Majefty  agiin  cngages,^  '*  to  take  fuch  mcafarcs  as  fhall  be  in> 
'*  his  power»  for  fecuring  to  the  fubje£ls  of  France  a  fafe,  free,  and  independent  trader  fuch 
*<  as  was  carried  on  by  the  French  Eaft  India  Company/'  and  as  it  is  explained  in  the  fol- 
lowing articles,  **  whether  they  exercife  it  individually,  or  as  a  company  i'^  as  well  in  the  Na- 
bobfhip  of  Arcot,  and  the  countries  of  Madura  and  Tanjore,  as  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,. 
Bahar,  and  Orixa,  in  the  northern  Circars,  and  in  general  in  alLthe  Briiifh  pofledions  on  the.- 
coafts  of  Orixa,  Coroman4el,  and  Malabar. 

'*  II.  In  order  to  prevent  all  abufes  in  the  importation  of  falt^  it  is  agreed^  thatthe  French^ 
fhall  not  import  annually  into  Bengal  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  maunds  of  fa4t:  the* 
laid  fait  fhall  be  delivered  at  a  place  of  depofit  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the  government: 
of  Bengal,  and  to  officers  of  the  faid  government^,  at  the  fixed,  price  of  one.  hundred,  and: 
twenty  rupees  for  every  hundred  maunds. 

**  III.  There  fhall  be  delivered  annually  for  the  French  commerce,  upon  the  demand  -off 
the  French  agent  in  Bengal,  eighteen  thoufand  maunds  of  faltpetre,  and  three  hundfed  chefts^ 
of  opium,  at  the  price  eftablifhed  before  the  late  war. 

"  IV.  The  ancient  faftories,  namely,  Cbandernagore,  CbfEmbuzari  Decca^  Jugdea,. 
Balafore,  and  Patna,  with  the  territories  belonging  to  the  faid  faftories,  fhall  be  under  the* 
proteftion  of  the  French  flag,  and  fubjcft  to  the-French  jurifdiftion. 

•*  V.  France  fh^l  alfo  have  poficffion  of  the  ancient  houfes  of  Soopore,  Keerpoy,  Canni*-- 
cole,  Mohumpore,  Serampore,  and  Chittagong;  as  well  as  the  dependencies  on  Soopore,^ 
viz.  Gantjurat,  Alfende,  Chintzabadi  Patorcha,  .Monepore,  and  Dolobody  ;  and  fhall  furthen 
have  the  faculty  of  eflablifhing  new  houfes  of  commerce;  but  none  of  the  faid  ^houfes  fhall 
have  any  jurifdifiion,  or  any  exemption  from  the*  ordinary  juft ice  of-  the  couatryr  exercifed> 
over  Britifh  fubjefts. 

*<  VI.   His  Britannic  Majefty  engages  to  take  meafurcs  to  fecure  to  French  fubjefti;  with- 
out  the  limits  of  the  ancient  faftories  above-mentioned,  an  exa£t  and  impartial  adminiflration , 
of  juflice  in  all  matters  concerning  their  perfons  or  properties,  or  the  carrying  on  their  trade, , 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  as  effeAually,  as  to  his  own  fubjeds., 

<*  VII.  AH  Europeans-, .  as  well  as  natives,  againfl  whom  judipat  proceedings  fhall  be  iq^- 
ftituted,  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient  faftories  above-mentioned^  for  ofienccs  committed, , 
or  debts  contrafted,  within  the  faid  limits,  and  who  fhall  take  refuge  out  of  tlie  fame,  fhall  < 
be  delivered  up  to  the  chiefs  of  the  faid  fafiories;  and  all  Europeans,  or  others  whatfoever, . 
againft  whom  judicial  proceedings  fhall  be  infl-ituted,  within  the  faid  Ijmits^  and  who  fhall  take 
refuge  within  the  fame,  fhall  bo  delivered  up -by  the  chiefs  of  the  faid  faftorics,  upon  <lemand  v 
being  made  of  them  by  the  governor  of  the  country. 

•«  VIII.  All  the  fubjefts  of  either  nations  refpeftively,  who  fhall  takfe^  refuge  within  the  • 
faftories  of  the  other,  fhall  be  delivered  up  on  each  fide,  upon  demand  being  made  of  them. 

«*  IX.  The  faftory  of  Yanam,  witlrits  dependencies,  having,  in  purfuance  of  the  faid; 
treaty  of  peace,  been  delivered  up  by  Mr.  William  Hamilton,  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  to  Mr.  Peter  Paul  Martin,  on  the  part  of  his  Mofl  Chriftian  Majefly,  the  refVitution 
thereof  is  confirmed  by  the  prefcnt  convention,  in  the  terms  of  the  inflrument  bearing  date  the 
fevenlh  of  March,  1785,  and  figned  by  MefC  Hamilton  and  Martin,  &c»  &c.'' 
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1787  Copy  of  the  French  King's  Arret y  dated  the  6th  of  May,  refpeffing  the  Entry  of  EngVt/h 

Merchandize* 

"  The  King  having  fixed  the  lothof^his  month  for  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce concluded  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  Majefty,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execu- 
tion of  this  treaty,  and  the  conneftion  of  commerce  which  Will  refult  between  the  two  nations, 
has  determined  to  open  particular  offices,  for  the  entry  of  gauzes,  callicoes,  linen,  and  cotton 
cloths,  and  other  merchandizes,  which  coming  from  the  manufaftories  of  England'  and  other 
parts,  arc  to  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  treaty,  leaving  the  forming  offices  open,  which 
anciently  fubfifted,  for  the  entry  of  merchandize  of  the  fame  fpecies,  which  arc  brought  from 
other  countries,  and  which  arc  to  remain  fubjefted  to  the  highefl  duties.  His  Majefty  has 
judged  it  equally  proper,  to  fix,  as  nearly  as  poffible,  the  duty  by  weight  on  all  merchandize 
of  an  equal  valuation,  to  prevent  the  arbitrary  cftimation  of  their  value  ;  and,  in  fhort,  to  fix 
to  the  faid  Englifh  fluffs  and  merchandize  a  particular  mark,  to  avoid  all  confufion  between 
the  faid  merchandizes,  and  thofe  which  may  be  bl-ought  into  the  kingdom  to  defraud  the  revc- 
uiie,  as  well  as  thofe  which  may  be  feized  and  confifcated,  or  thofe  which,  being  foreign  cloths, 
are  yet  fubjeft  to  the  right  of  circulation,  after  having  paid  the  rights  of  entry  into  the  king- 
dom. To  provide  for  all  which,  the  King,  being  in  his  Council,  bath  ordained,  and  doth 
ordain  as  follows : 

*•  Article  L  The  goods  and  merchandize  of  Great  Britain,  which  are  pernMtted  to  be  in- 
troduced by  the  treaty  of  commerce,  concluded  between  his  Moft  Chriflian  Majefty  and  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  arc  to  be  admitted,  on  the  loth  of  this  month,  to  enter  into  this  king- 
dom by  the  way  or  offices  of  Calais,  Boulogne,  Havre,  Rouen,  St.  Malo,  Nantes,  Rochelle, 
Bourdeaux,  and  Cette,  at  the  rifkof  their  proprietors  or  reprefcntatives,  juftifying  by  certifi- 
cates of  the  judges  or  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  that  the  faid  goods  or  merchandize  are  the  growth 
or  fabric  of  England ;  and  alfo,  that  by  the  letters  or  charter-parties,  they  are  really  imported 
from  one  of  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  The  certificates  which  arc  delivered  to  prove  the 
origin  of  the  cotton  manufaftured  in  England,  arc  to  mention  the  marks  affixed  to  the  fame, 
to  prevent  their  being  confounded  with  thofe  fabricated  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  in  other  foreign 
parts. 

"  II.  The  duties  fhall  be  paid  according  to  the  tariff  annexed  to  this  arret,  for  the  cloaths, 
ftufFs,  and  hofiery  of  wool  or  cotton  ;^  and  they  (hall  be  liquidated  and  received  after  the  rate  of 
the  known  and  true  value  whith  other  merchandizes  may  pay,  whofe  valuation,  either  in 
weight  or  by  piece,  is  not  yet  determined ;  tlic  whole  conformable  to  the  6th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce,  and  to  the  ift  article  of  the  convention  of  the  15th  of  January  laft. 

**  III.  The  declaration  of  merchandizes  which  are  to  be  rated,  moft  be  made  in  writing,  and 
fignedby  the  captains  of  the  fhips,  commiffioners,  or  merchants ;  who  arc  to  mention  the 
quantity,  quality,  and  value  of  the  different  fpecies  of  merchandize  that  is  contained  in  each 
bale,  cheft,  or  cafk.  And  in  cafes  where  the  officers  judge  that  the  declarations  are  under  the 
^alue  of  the  merchandize,  they  may  detain  the  fame,  on  paying  to  the  proprietor  the  price  of 
the  faid  merchandize,  agreeable  to  the  value  which  he  has  declared,  and  a  tenth  upward,  con- 
formable to  the  2d  article  of  the  convention,  dated  15th  January  laft. 

**  IV.  The  lift  of  merchandizes  which  arc  fixed  to  pay  by  weight,  according  to  the  quan- 
tity of  each  of  their  fpecies,  by  the  treaty  of  commerce,  by  the  convention-of  the  15th  of  Janu- 
ary laft,  or  by  the  tarifi^  annexed  to  the  prefent  arret,  mufl  fpecify  their  different  qualities,  and 
«iention  their  weight ;  and  in  cafes  where  they  do  not  fpecify  the  different  forts  of  merchan- 
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1787  dize  fubje£ted  to  difFerent  duties,  and  contained  in  the  fame  cheilsy  bales,  orcaiks,  the  duty' 
ihall  be  paid  for  all  at  the  higheft  rate  that  any  fucb  part  of  the  faid  merchandize  (hall  be  fouod 
fubjeft  to. 

**  V,  The  cloths  or  fluffs  of  woollen  or  cotton,  the  cloths  of*hemp  or  flax,  and  the  gauzes 
made  of  filk^  arejto  receive  on  each  piece,  at  one  of  the  firft  offices  defcribed  in  the  ift  article 
of  this  arret,  orat  thecuftom-houfe  ofParis,  a  leaden  nvark,  bearing  on  one  fide  thcfe  words, 
**  ftuffs  or  foreign  cloths,"  and  on  the  other  fide,  the  name  of  tlic  town  where  the  mark  fhall  • 
have  been>  fixed. 

**  VI.  The  merchandizes,  which  in  particular  circumflances  have  not  received  the  marks' 
above-mentioned,  muft  be  fent  to  the  firft  office  on  the  frontier,  under  the  great  feal  of  the 
farmers,  to  be  properly  cleared. 

**  VIL  The  cloths  and  fluflS  of  wool  and  cotton,  which  are  not  proved  to  be  of  the  efla- 
blifhed  manufactories  in  the  ftates  of  his  Britannic  Majefly  in  Europe^  are  to  continue  fubjeCt 
to  the  f^me  duties  as  fixed  by  the  arret  of  the  3d  of  July  1762,  for  th&  woollen  manufactories  ;. 
by  thofe  of  the  2d  of  May,  1773,  for  the  cotton  manufactories ;  bythofeof  the  28th  of  Oc-* 
tober,  1 78 1,  for  the  hofiery  manufactories ;  and  to  continue  to  fubmit  to  the  payment  of  tea 
fous  per  llvre  on  the  faid  articles,  and.  are  only  to  be  permitted  to  enter  by  the  way  of  Calais,^ 
or  St.  Valery,  conformable  to  the  faid  arrets. 

**  VIII.  The  ftu£Ri  and  hofiery  of  woollen,  the  velvets  and  fluffs  of  cotton,  and  the  gauze? 
which  do  not  bear  the  marks  of  the  national  fabric,,  or  of  thofe  prefcribed  in  the  5th  article  of 
this  arret ;  or  by  the  ancient  arrets  and  regulations  ibr  foreign  merchandize,  arp  to  be  account- 
ed prohibited,  and  as  fuch  are  to  be  feized  by  thp  Farmers  General,  who  are  to  proceed  to  con-- 
fifcatioaof  them  in  the  ufual  manner. 

«  (Signed), 

.     "   Le  CoMTE  DI&MONTMORIN." 


Tariff  of  the  Duties  to  be  paid  conformable  to  the  firft  Article  of  the  above  Arret,  on  tlie 
Merchandizes  hereafter  named,  in  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  concluded  between 
France  and  England. 


Denominations. 

* 

Cotton  Stuffs. 
Muflinets,  — 

Fine  white  cloth,  — 

Dimities,  fattinet,  velveret  flriped 
or  ribbed,  dimities  knit  ribbed, 
molUn  Stuffs. 
Kcrfimere,  or  fhalloon. 
Serge  of  fattin,  or  fattin  lurki/aga- 

tis  ecrue^  flriped  flannels. 
Tammies,  or  coarfe  fluffs,  cver- 
laflings,  flannels,  plain  worfled 
flockings,  and  merchandize  of 
the  fame  nature,  •— 


Falua- 

tlon. 


Livres. 
20CX) 
1500 

1000 

2000 

1350 


Tmpojttions  a- 
greed  upon  ky 
the  T^reaty. 


SluotaXAddttional  Duty 


of  the 
Duty 


*I2  per  cent. 


800  J 


Livrey 
240 
180 

120 

240 

162 


OK  the  Cottons^ 


Iron  and  Beer. ,  ^intaL 


Livres, 
30 

Nothing. 
Nothing. 


96  I     Nothing. 


Total  of  the  iDuty: 
to  he  paid  peri 


Livres. 
270 
210 

150 

240 

1621 


96 


• 

N«  B.  Goods  at  per  Quintal. 


.  Particulars 
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1787        Particulars  of  the  T arijf  or  Rates  of  the  Stamp  Duty  in  France. 

Admiralty.  Pries  of  Stamp. 

For  all  orders  and  pcrmiffions  granted  by  the  Lord, High  Admiral,  or  his 
officers,  and  other'  matters  concerning  his  jurifdiftiort ;  excepting  fuCh  as 
are  expedited  gratis^  and  thefeonly  extending  to  all  poft-regulations  and  the 
unballafting  of  fhips,  —  —  ,   —  —  ilivre. 

For  every  bin  of  lading,  —  —  —  5  fous. 

For  every  ikatement  of  the  crews  delivered  in  by  the  commiffioncrs>  10  ditto. 

EoLicx.. 

Safe-conduSs,  each  ~  —  —  —        la  livrcs. 

Letters  of  ftate,  refpites,  and  fuperfedings  for  dcbtors,cach  —  jo  ditto*  .    , 

For  paffports  granted  to  leave  the  kingdom,  each  —  ^  ditto.. 

Law* 

Fqr  every  brief,  confultation,  and  other  printed  papers,  referring  to  a,c- 
tions  at  law,  or  tosany  objeft  whatever,  as  well  as  for  the  proofs  thereunto 
annexed,  for  each  printed  fliect  of  four  pages  in  quarto,  ~  i  liard,  (farthing). 

For  the  fame  in  folio,  — .       .     —  ^         — ^  —  2  diltOt 

Petitions  and  meinorials  addreflcd  to  the  Council,  &c*  according  to  the 
fize  of  the  paper.. 

Trade.. 

For  each  and  every  bill  of  exchange,  draft,  or  refcription,  both  to  order 
and  at  a  date;  alfo  drafts  on  bankers,  even  fuch  as  come  from  abroad,  up 
to  two  thoufand  livres,  —  ^^-  ■—  —  15  fous. 

If  exceeding  the  aforefaid  fum,  to  any  amount^  —  — *    *     30  ditto. 

For  every  receipt  in  full  for  any  fum  above  twenty-four  livres,  without 
exception  of  any  perfon,.  —  —  — .  — .  5  ditto. 

For  ^oods  fold  by  au£lion  above  the  aforefaid  fum  up  to  1000  livres,       lo  ditto. 

From  one  to  two  thoufand,  —  — .    .  -^  i  liyrc. 

From  two  to  four,  —  —  —  n  — •  2  ditto. 

And  fcom  four  to  any  fum,  —  —  -^  3  ditto. 

N.  B.  The  creditor  to  bear  the  expence  of  (he  ftamps. 

For  all  private  fignaturc  leafe  indentures,  contraAs,  bargains,  navy,  and 
other  infurance  bills  of  lading  by  Jand  or  water,  accounts  kept  by  mer- 
chants, change  brokers,  accounts  of  interchange  of  goods,  balances  ftruck 
and  fettled  with  bankers,  bills  of  fhipping  either  direftly  or  by  commiffion, 
accounts  of  guardianftiip,  whether  brought  in  by  private  perfons,  corpora- 
tions, or  other  colleftive  bodies,  certificates,  bills  delivered  by  tradefmen, 
artificers  and  others ;  and  finally,  all  written  private  afts,  be  the  perfons 
who  they  may,  without  exception,  for  every  ftieet,  half-fheet,  quarter- 
Iheet,  never  exceeding  tlfe  dimenfions  now  in  ufe,  —  —  t  Com, 

For  each  certifying  ticket  to  be  left  at  the  turnpikes,  ~  a  ditto.^ 

For  every  acknowledgment,  receipt,  or  difcharge  from  the  mont  de  pleti^ 
or  public  pawn,.  —  —  —  '     —  5  ditto. 

Ti* 


\ 
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1787       The  following  is  an  accurate  account  of  Britilh  and  Irlfh  manufafturcs  and  produce,  cmcr- 
ed  outward  at  the  port  of  London  for  France,  for  one  week  preceding  the  25th  of  Auguft  ; 

Thirty-two  pieces  of  fine  broad  cloth,  35  ditto  of  fccond  cloth,  1650  ditto  of  worfled  (luffs, 
I4CX5  yards  of  flannel,  280  double  pieces  of  baize,  1837  finglc  pieces  of  baize,  400  dozen  of 
worded  hofe,  400  pair  of  blankets,  10  pieces  of  kerfeymcrc,  150  tons  weight  of  haberdafhery, 
127  pounds  weight  of  manufaftured  filk  in  gauze,  4  pounds  weight  of  filk,  incklc  and  gauze, 
173  pieces  of  Br itifli  linen,  lOO  pounds  weight  of  wrought  leather,  54  tons  i  cwt.  of  wrought 
iron,  J I  tons  1 1  cwt.  of  wrought  copper  and  plate,  50  ditto  of  pewter,  200  ounces  of  wrpught 
filver  plate,  226,000  pieces  of  glafs  and  earthen  ware,  20  tons  of  ftrong  beer,  200  cwt  of  re- 
fined  fugar,  16  coaches  and  chariots,  40  tons  of  Britifli  train  oil,  5  tons  of  hops,  60  cwt.  of 
allura,  88  tons  of  lead,  and  5  cwt.  of  litharge  of  lead  :  with  bath  coating,  blanketing,  rugs, 
IriflVlinens,  thread  and  cotton  hcfe,  worlled  waiftcoat  and  breeches  pieces,  Mancheftcr  cottons, 
velverets  and  muflins,  nnHllinery,  fadlery,  ftationary,  upholftery,  houfhold  furniture,  turnery, 
tin  ware,  mufical  and  mathematical  inftruments  ;  the  value  of  which  goods  being  cflimated  at 
about  24,0001. 

As  it  may  with  propriety  be  objefted  to  the  foregoing  ftsrtement,  that  although  goods  to  the 
above  amount  have  been  entered  for  exportation  to  Fjrance,  yet  merchants  frequently  enter 
larger  quantities  than  are  aftually  Ihippcd,  and  a  deduftion  ouglit  therefore  to  be  made  from 
what  appears  .on  the  entry  :  we  will  readily  admit  the  faft,  and  deduft  on  that  account  one- 
third,  which  will  certainly  amount  to  more  than  what  is  termed  the  Ihort  (hipping;  this  will 
reduce  tlie  value  of  the  merchandize  really  exported  to  i6,oooI. 

An  account  of  the  French  manufaftures  and  produce  imported  at  the  port  of  London  during 
the  fame  period. 

Twenty-one  tons  58  gallons  of  wine,  9025  gallons  of  trandy,  410  pieces  of  cambrics,  261 
kid-lkihs,  dreflTcd,   1666  pieces  of  glafs,  285  pounds  of  verdigreafe,  4  gallons  i  quart  of  cordial 
water,  6  cwt.  i  qr.  151b.  of  hard  foap,  4  marble  figures,  i  clock,  3  glafs  (hades,  30  pieces  of 
earthen  ware,  i  violin,  i  chip  hat,  5  whiftles,  2  caps,  22lbs.  of  bound  books  ;  with  cock-taii 
feathers,  artificial  flowers,  minerals,  andhofiery;  the  whole  amounting  to  about  3000I. 

Which  eftimate  leaves  a  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  of  1 3,000!. 

The  following  (latement  of  the  competition  at  this  time  exifting  between  the  calico  and 
mu(rm  manufafturcs  of  Great  Britain,  and  thofe  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  will  afford  a  very 
fatisfaflory  infight  into  the  trade  of  thofe  important  articles. 

The  facilities  which  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  had  fuddenly  acquired,  and  the  im- 
menfe  capitals  which  they  have  fo  recently  laid  out  in  cxpenfive  machinery,  and  great  and 
heavy  e(labli(hments  for  carrying  on  the  cotton  trade,  are  unparalleled  in  the  annals 
of  the  world.  One  hundred  and  forty-three  cotton  mills  are  now  built  and  in  progrefs 
in  Great  Britain,  of  which  nearly  two-thirds  have  been  erefted  within  thcfc  five  years.  Be- 
fides  thefc,  there  are  above  20500  hand-mills  or  jennies  for  fpinning  the  (hute  for  the  twifted 
yarn  fpun  by  the  water  mills. 

.Above  a  m'illion  of  money  was,  within  this  time,  funk  in  mills,  hand  engines,  and  other 
machines,  including  the  grounds  and  nece(rary  buildings.  £,       s.    4. 

Expcnce  of  water  mills,  —  —  -*.  715,000    o    ,0 

.    Ditto  of  hand  jennies,  houfes,  buildings,  and  auxiliary  machinery,  fup- 
pofcdatleaftt  —  — .  .-^  .—  — .  285,000    o    o 

Totel,  1,000,000    o    o 

A  power 
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11787      A  power  is  alfo  created  of  working  nearly  two  million  of  fpindles;  and  mcn^  women,  and 
children  are  trained  and  training  to  this  bufinefs,  capable  of  carrying  the  cotton  manufafture 
almoft  to  atiy  extent.     The  power  of  fpindles  now  capable  of  being  worked  Is  eftimated  as 
•  follows: 

•In  the  W5iter-mills,  .^  —  -»  —  ^86,000 

In  the  jennies,,  — — .  —  _  -^  1^665,100 


Total  fpindles,  1,951,100 


Ih  the  branches  applicable  to  muflin  and  calico,  it  is  calculated  that  employment  is  given  to* 
iaoo,ooo  men  and  women,  and  at  leaft  60,000  children ;  many  of  the  latter  having  been  taken 
fVom  different  pari(hes  and  hofpitals  in  Great  Britain. 

The  quantity  of  the  raw  material  of  cotton  wool  confumed  in  this  manufa£):ure,  which  did 
not  amount  to  6,ooo,ooolb.  in  1781,  and  was  only  about  i  i,ooo,ooolb.  four  years  ago,  now  ex- 
tends to  the  enormous  height  of  22>ooo,ooolbr  and  upwards;  and  the  aftonifhing rapidity  of 
this  incrcafc-,  is  in  fome  meafure  to  be  attributed  to  the.  extenfion  of  thefe  branches  to  the 
goods  of  India,  particularly  the  calicoes  and  muflins. 

Britifh  calicoes  were  fiift  made  in  Lancafhirc  about  the  year- 1772,  but  the  progrefs  was  flow 
till  within  thefe  laft  ten  years:  the  quantity  manufaftured  has  fince  extended  from  about 
5Q,opo  to  1,000,000  of  pieces  now  made  in  the  courfe  of  a  fingle  year. 

Britiftimuflins  were  not  fuccefsfully  introduced  until  the  year  1781,  and  were  carried  to  no 
great  extent  until  17854  fince  which  period  the  progreft  has  been  rapid  beyond  all  example. 
The  acquifition  of  cotton  wool,  of  a  fuperior  quality,  from  Demerara  and  the  Brazils,  and  the 
improvements  made  in  tlie  fpinning  fine  yarns  upon  the  mule  jennies,  have  given  a  Ipring  to 
this  branch  of  the  cotton  manufaftory,  which  has  extended  it  beyond  what  it  was  poffible  to 
have  conceived.  Above  half  a  million  pieces  of  muflin  of  different  kinds,  including  fliawls  and 
handkerchiefs,  are  notv  fuppofcd  to  be  annually  made  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  quantity  not 
only  increafes  daily  with  the  new  acceflion  of  powers  that  are  burfting  forth  upon  the  country, 
but  the  quality  is,  exceedingly  improved  ;  and  fince  a  yearly  fupply  of  about  300  bales  of  Eafl 
India  cotton  has  been  obtained  by  the  way  of  Oftend,  yarns  liave  been  fpun,  and  muflins  have 
been  wove,  equal  to  any  from  India ;  fo  that  nothing  is  wanting  but  a  fine  raw  material  to  en- 
able the  Britifti  manufafturer  to  carry  this  branch  to  the  greateft  extent;  and,  of  all  others,  it 
is  that  fpecies  of  cotton  goods  which  deferves  moft  to  be  encouraged,  becaufe  of  the  immenfe 
return  it  makes  for  labour  more  than  any  other  branch  of  the  cotton  manufaftory; .  Eafl  India 
cottonwool  has  becn.fpun  iHto  one  pound  of  yarn  worth  five  guineas,  and  when  wove  into 
muflin,  and  afterwards  ornamented  by  children  in  the  tambour,  has  extended  to  the  value  of 
fifteen  pounds-;  yielding  a  return  of  5^900  per  cent,  on  the  raw  material. 

Such  is  the  (late  of  the  Britifh  cotton  manufaftory  at  this  period.  With  eftablifliments  and 
mechanical  powers  cap^ible  of  bringing  forward  immenfe  quantities  of  goods  into  the  con- 
famption,  thi^  manufafture .  is  choaked,  as  it  were,  in  a  moment,  .by  a  great  and  fudden  re- 
du£lion  of  the  prices  of  Eaft  India  goods  of  the  fdme  fpecies,  which  have  been  recently  fold 
above  20  per  ceixt.  on  an  average,  under  the  lo weft  prices  at  which  the  J^ritifli  man ufafturer 
can  afford  to  fell  without  lefs.  The  quantity  fold  at  the  India  Houfe  in  this  year,  exceeds  the 
average  of  the  preccdijigfeven  years,  .no  lefs  than  324,852  pieces.    The  total  quantity  fold 
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1787  irt  177;;  by  tlie  £;tll  India  Company^  extended  only  to  791,646  pieces  of  calicoes,  muflinsand 
HrinkcerM* 

hiu  h  a  condaA  in  the  Company  mull  operate  to  the  very  great  ^rcjadicc  of  the  Britifli  ma- 
nuiAtiunHf  hmU  will  coiitiiiuc  to  d6  fo  Mrhile  they  prcfs  goods  upon  die  market  at  prices  which 
h;tvr  fio  rrtntion  to  the  original  coil,  and  under  circumflances  where  the  juft  laws  of  compcti- 
f  ton  tHfiiKJl  opf  ratCi  and  whcic  every  idea  of  protcfting  duties  is  annihilated  in  the  dFcd  of 
tlirfVMcriil  fydcnu  It  ai^pciirs  therefore,  unlcfs  fome  relief  is  given,  j>crhaps  little  fhort  of 
oii«*l»ul(  of  iho  prcfcnt  nfcclianical  powers  now  in  aftion  muftccafc  working  ; — about  70  water 
inilN,  woitli  Mt  Icwft  350,000!.  J  10,000  jennies,  worth  70,000!.;  and  buildings  eftimatcd  at 
iBOfOOOl.i  the  wliolc  value  of  which,  at  Icafl.  500,000!.  would  be  loft  and  become  ufelefs. — 
The  revenue  aiifing  from  the  operation  of  fo  great  a  fyftcm,  muft  ceafc  alfo  to  be  produftivc  ; 
a  vaUmhlc  htNnch  of  trade,  acquired  at  fo  much  expence  and  induftry,  muft  be  loft  to  the  coun- 
tty  i  the  tcnifumption  of  the  raw  material  muft  rapidly  diminifh,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
Wril  India  idandi,  and  the  returns  from  the  labour  of  the  people,  to  an  immenfc  extent  m  the 
vrrv  prodnAive  article  of  muflins,  muft  be  annihilated. 

'I'ha  (tnte  of  the  raw  materials,  and  the  progreftive  and  aftoniftilng  increafe  of  this  manufac- 
tuto,  will  bo  bcft  explained  by  what  follows : 

C$tion  fVool  ufed  in  the  Manufa^ure.     SuppofedValuewhen  manufa^ured» 
Poundi  ffVtght.  £. 

1781,  ——  5,101,920  —  2,000,000 

1784,  —  n, 206,8 10  — —  3,900,000 

^l^h  9»S46»i79  3,200,000 

1784,  11,280,238  3»9So>ooo 

U''^                   i7»992,888  «—                  6,000,000 

i78f)|  —                 I9»'S*»867  —                  6,500,000 

1787,  —                 22,600,000                 , ,          7,500,000 

The  folluwing  is  a  corrcA  lift  of  fliipping  which  arrived  at  Lift>on  during  the  prefent  year : 

V^nRlith.  —                33a  Imperial,                —                  5 

liTiKtii  —                 u8  Mahefe,                —                   6 

Dutchi  —          —          7a  NcapoHun,               —             a 

Swfdcti  —                   69  Hamburghcrs,            —              i 

DaiKS  —                  54  Tttfcan,               —                  1 

AmciUatu,  "—             53  Bremen,               —                  1 

S(^tu»\\I>»  —               «i  Dantxic,               — 

HAjiutUun  —               H  PortugU;.fc,               — . 

VcnctUn^%  —               6           ^ 
The  tv^Uowiivg  U  a  wpv  of  the  pott  entries  at  Malaga,  froai  the  ift  of  Januaiy,  to  the  31ft 

^  IVvmbci*  iji^7»  of  mttclttut  th5p$  of ditlcKnt  nations* 

Sjv^nUh*  —                146^  Portuguefe,               —            5 

VKi>vh»  ~                    <^  ImpcruU                —              »8 

^\vdiUU»  —                   T^  FromRagufa.            —         42 

WauuK^  —                    54                              JcruukcH         —          i 

1>ukU*  ~                44  Briiiih,                —               187 

VtiKtian«  —                 ^^ 
Th*'  vKiTv  tt^Kt  httwrcn  thi$  *nJI  the  ttw^  1  jScs  is  a  decrt^i^  of  ic;  lar^e  iLips,  and  facMrem 

i^$NNaivii|$v  1 1  a  x^Jilcx$ ;  the  Jfi^iuidh  tatiks  alvoc  hat^  tn^^ 
'                 ^                                                                                                                  It 
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It  appears  from  the  St.  Pctcrfbargh  lift  of  gc/ods  exported  m  this  year,  tjiat  there  have  been 
394  Britifli  (hips,  the  cargoes  of  which  confifted  of  1,586,088  pods,  or  25,176  tons,  of  iron  j 
1,050,222  pods  ofhemp ;  359,303  pods  of  flax,  and  1,352,9^5  pieces  of  deal. 

Of  the  above  number  there  were  121  ,(hips  failed  for  the  port  of  London,  for  Hull  63, 
Liverpool  26,  Briftol  12,  Newcaftle  6,  Whitehaven  3,,  Cheftcr  2,  Lancafter  2,  Lcith  33, 
Dundee  16,  Grangemouth  13,  Borrowftownefs  3,  Arbroath  3,  Aberdeen  3,  GrccnQck  13^ 
Glafgow  I,  Dublin  11,  Cork  6,  Newry  5,  and  Londonderry  3. 

Import  of  iron,  hemp  and  flax  to  the  following  places  : 


Liverpool 

Newcaftle, 

Whitehaven, 

Chefter, 

Lahcafter, 

Kirkham, 


Iron  Pods. 
54,906 
13,411 

8,694 

4,292 

1,892 

3-754 


Hemp  Pods. 
78,215 
34,890 

i7i4S6 

41583 
10,988 

2,330 


Flax  Pods. 
26,183 

4>7I9 
3>28i 

4»704 
1,261 

9,160 


The  following  is  communicated  to  us  as  an  authentic  cftimatc  of  the  French  Levant  trade 


at  this  period. 

Merchandize  exported  to  Confiantinople,  calculated  at 

■              —  Salonica,  —                — 

— — — — — ^— —  Morea,  —                — 

•                                          Candia,  —                — 

■  Smyrna,  —                — 
»    ■                                   Syria,  —               — 

' Egypt,  —  — 

■  ■  Barbary,  —  .    — 

To  which  is  to  be  added  for  caravans,  — 

For  fmuggled  godds,  at  Icaft,  —  — 

Making  the  whole  exportation,  —  — 

Merchandize  imported  from  Conftantinople,  calculated  at 

I  Salonica,    ,      — 

■  Morca,  — 

■    ■     Candia,  — 

■  Smyrna,  ~  — 
'    '                                   Syria,              •—                — 

- — i Egypt,  —  r- 

■  Barbary,  -r- 

Making  the  whole  importation  —  — 


Livres. 
4,000,000 
2,300,000 
250,000 
250,000 
6,000,000 
5,000,000 
3,000,000 
i,5oo,ooj 


Totel, 


22,300,000 

156,000 

1,550,000 

24,000,000 

1,000,000 
3,500,000 
1,000,000 

i,ooo,odo 
8,000,000 
6,000,000 
3,500,000 
2,000,000 

26,000,000 


The  number  of  veflcls  which  have  been  employed  i  11  the  whale  fifhery  to  Davis's  Streights 
and  the  Greenland  Seas,  in  the  prefent  year,  amounted  to  217,  and  their  cargoes  confifted  of 
8,884tons,  icwt.  i9lbs.  clean  oil;  7,874tons,  icwt.  27 lbs.  whale  fins;  and 26,830 fcalikins. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  though  the  bounty  was  reduced  this  year  from  4cs,  to  30s.  per  ton, 
there  Ihould  befo  great  an  encreafe  in  thefhips  employed  in  this  filhery. 

Vol.  IV.  4  O  An 
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1787  STATE  OF  THE  WEST  INDIA  TRADE. 

An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Ships  and  other  Veilels,  with  their  Tonnage^  cleared  Out* 
wards  from  the  different  Ports  of  South  Britain  for  the  Weft  Indies;  with  thofe  cntejcd  Inwards 
from  the  fame  Colonies,  from  Chriftmas  I786»  to  Chriftmas  1787. 

OUTfVJRDS. 


Ports. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Briftol. 

— 

73 

16,913 

Berwick, 

aaaa 

— 

ChepftoW) 

^^^^^^ 

I 

132 

Cowes, 



2 

48* 

Hull,            — 



2 

333 

Lancafler, 

— 

37 

5.66s 

Liverpool, 

— 

87 

17.463 

Newcaftle, 

— 

9 

2.«S7 

Penzance, 

— 

I 

120 

Plymouth, 

— 

4 

737 

Poole,            — 

~ 

I 

226 

Southampton, 

— 

I 

177 

Swanfea, 

— 

3 

579 

Whitehaven, 

:«ports. 

12 

233 

2,232 

TotolofthcOut 

47.257 

London, 

— 

218 

61,69s 

Total, 

V 

4S« 

io8,9S2 

INfFARDS. 

Ships, 

Tent. 

71 

16,201) 

I 

127 

I 

ao3 

33 

4.943 

143     . 

27.578 

( 

114 

I 

164 

444 


254 
252 

506 


49.782 
70,418 

120,200 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Ships  and  other  Veflels,  with  their  Tonnage,  cleared  Out- 
wards from  the  different  Ports  of  North  Britain ;  with  thofe  entered  Inwards  from  the  fame 
Colonies^  from  Chriftmas  1786,  to  Chriftmas  1787. 

OUTfFJRDS.  INHTARDS. 


Ships. 

Tons. 

Aberdeen, 

*  i^BS^ 

I 

no 

Air,           — 

^^^^m 

3 

259 

Dumfries, 

-« 

-— 

Dundee, 

•»     - 

I 

93 

Invernefs, 

— 

I 

los 

Leitb,            — 

— 

3 

872 

Port  Glafgow, 

— 

19 

3.414 

— -  Greenock 

• 

48 

9.624 

Stranraer, 

— 

I 

152 

Wigtown, 

— 

— 

— - 

Sbipt, 

ToHt, 

X 

»oS 

I 

ISO 

I 

93 

I 

3Si^ 

23 

3.587 

4« 

7.486 

I 

»5* 

t 

98 

Totals, 


77 


14.629 


70 


I2,022 


402 


An 
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1787  An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Ships  and  other  VeiTelfi  entered  Inwards,  and  cleared  Odt- 
Wards,  in  the  Britifli  Sugar  Colonies^  to  and  from  the  feveral  Ports  in  tlie  Britiih'  Colonies  in 
l^orth  America,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  from  Michaelmas  1786,  to  Michaelmas 
1787^  with  their  refpe£tive  Tonnage. 


I     N      rv     A 

British  Colonies  in  North  America. 
Ships*            Tons.            Men. 
719'         SO»a63  4,454  

O       U       T       W       A 
Ships.  Tons.  Men. 

^S5  16,152.  1,410 


D        S. 

States  of  America. 

Ships..  Tons*  '    Men. 

509  3S»S46  .  3>09^ 

D        S. 

Ships.  Tons.  Men.  - 

373  36»HS  "   2,852 


An  Account  of  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Runk  and  Sugar  into  and  from  Great  Britain* 
for  the  Year,  ending  Chriftmas»  1787,  with  the  Duties  and  Excife,  as  well  as  the  Drawbacks 
paid  thereon. 


^ 

I       M       P 

0       R        T       E        D. 

'   R 

U      M. 

S    U    G 

A    R. 

^antUy. 

Duty  cfCufimu 

^anthy. 

Duty  of  Cufims. 

Gallens. 

£'     *'  «'. 

Cwt.         qrs.  lb. 

£.       s.    d. 

a»»S3.657 

46,943  10  — 

1,926,741        3     -»- 

1,187,814  12    2 

EX       P 

0       je       T  .    E      D. 

R 

U      M. 

S    U    G 

A    R. 

^antity. 

Drawback  ofCuftonu. 

family. 

Drawback  of  Cujloms. 

Gallons. 

£.        s.    J. 

Cwt.      qrs.    lb. 

£.         s.    d. 

864,313 

17,899    4    a 

199,398     —     16 

122,957     I     9 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  Sugar,  Rum,  Cotton,  Coffee,  Cocoa,  Indigo,  Ginger, 
Aloes,  and  other  Goods,  imported  into  the  feveral  Ports  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  BritiHi 
Sugar  Colonies,  from  Chriftmas  1786,  to  Chriftmas  1787,  inclufive,  with  Duties  of  Cuftoms, 
payable  on  each  Article, 


Species  of  Goods. 

Drugs.  Aloes  Epatica, 
Caflia  Lignea^ 
Radix  Serpentaria, 
Sarfaparilla, 
Other  Drugs, 
Dye  Stuffs  &  1  Archelia, 
Hard  Wood.  J  Braziletto, 

Ebony, 


Value. 

£.    s.  d. 

344  >8  9 

I     7  O 

12  15  o 

loi  17  6 

7,365  16  9 

*  17  2 

«»378  13^3 
3,504  18    3 


Species  of  Goods. 

Dye  Stuffs  &iFuftic, 
Hard  Wood  i  Indigo, 

Lignum  vitx. 
Logwood, 
Mahogany, 
Grocery.  Cocoa, 
Coffee, 
Ginger, 


Value. 
£.     s.    d. 

37*333    6  o 

21634    I  7' 

'  2,497    9  o 

81,225    3  6 

\y7,786  16  3 

9,884  13  7 

212,277    9  3 

11,448  16  3 

Grocery. 


i 
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Species  of  Goods, 


Grocery.  Pimento, 

Sugar,  Brown 
Turmeric, 
Hides,  Ox  or  Cow, 
Lemons  and  Oranges, 


.     Value. 

£.    s.    d. 

15,211  9    o 

2,634,686  I    6 

170  4    o 

2,003  »S    o 

a  3  II 


Species  of  Goods* 


Spirits,  Rum 
Tobacco, 
Tortoifefhell, 
Wool,  Cotton 


661 

Value. 
£•     J.    d. 
203,822     9   10 

1,293    6    o 
327,600    8    9 


Total  value  of  a£tual  produce,  ^•3>6i3)i47     7     2 


The  preceding  articles  are  all  the  aftual  produce  of  the  Britilh  Weft  Indies,  but  thofe  which 
follow  in  this  account,  are  either  not  the  produce  of  tlie  Weft  Indies,  or  are  doubtful; 


Species  of  Goods.  Value. 

Books,  Bound     .         -  s^ 

Unbound,             -  i 

Bottles,  Glafs                 -  a6 

Corn,  Wheat,  Flour            •  o 

Drugs,  Cortex  Peruv.            -  i 

Oil,  Palm            -.  164 

Dye  Stuffs  Sc  1  .Annotto,  3 

Hard  Wood.  ^  Camwood,  1 1 9 

Nicaragua,         I3»i67 

Redwood,  167 

Saunders  Red,  13 

Sbumack,  26 

Elephants' Teeth,            -  ^81 

Feathers  for  Beds,            -  i 

Grocery,  Rice                -  2,928 

Hides,  Indian  in  the  Hair,  2 

Iron,  Bar          \        -  19 

Caft                 -  478 

Linen,  Sail  Cloth,            -  4 

Sails,  foreign  made  16 

Oil,  Train                   -  8 

Pifturcs,        *             -  II 


9 
6 


s.    d. 
19   II 

S  10 
12     I 

8 

2 

18 

o 

17 
3 

5 

2 

o 

12 

o 

7 

14 
10 

10 
.4 

3 

H 
10 


2 
o 

9 

5 

4 
6 

o 

5 

o 

3 
o 

o 

7 

4 
o 

4 
o 

Total  value 

Toul  value 


Species  of  Goods. 


Potatoes, 

Provifions,  Bread  &  fiifcuit, 

P^ags, 

Seeds,  Garden 

Skins,  Calf,  Raw 

Deer,  in  the  Hair, 
Goat^  Raw 
Otter, 
Turpentine, 
Wax,  Bees  - 

Whale  Fins, 
Wines,  French, 

Madeira, 

Port, 

Spanifh, 
Wood,  Cedar, 


Value. 
Z.     s.    d. 


o 

28 

197 

4 
28 

69 

147 
a2 

77 
250 

148 

I 

6,544 
259 

56 
1,762 


10 

2 

6 

2 

6 

12 

15 
2 

»3 
o 

10 

X 

II 

12 

4 


o 
o 

7 
6 

8 

6 

Q 

4 

9 
o 

o 

S 

2 

4. 
5 


Pine  Boards  and  Planks,.       3 
Staves,  Barrel  472 

Staves,  Hhd.  and  Pipe,  3,070 
Other  Wood,:  3>725 

Mifcellaneous  Articles,^  4*635 


10  a 

6  8 
17  8 
13  »ii 
i«  6 
12  II 


of  doubtful  produce, 
of  a£tual  produce. 


Total  value  of  imports, 


9 

39,106    8  2 

3,613,147    7  2 

3»6s2,as3  15  4 
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1787  An  Accountof  the  Value  and  Amount  of  Goods  (being  Britifh  Produce  and  ManuTaflure) 
for  Exportation  to  the  Briti(h  Sugar  Colonies,  from  ihq  fcveral  Ports  in  Great  Britain,  from 
Clirillmas  1786,  to  Chriftmas  1787,  inclulivc. 


Species  of  Goods* 

Value. 

Species  of  Goods. 

Value. 

/ 

£.     s. 

J. 

£.     s. 

d. 

AIluoi, 

I  II  ; 

10 

Stuffs,  plain 

.   1,800     0 

0 

Apothecary's  Ware, 

4^738  II 

0 

Cyder, 

663     2 

9 

Apparel  Garments, 

3.670    8 

0 

Fifli.  Cod,  dry 

589    3 

0 

Beer, 

H.179    3 

0 

Herrings,  red 

7,926    3 

9 

Books,  printed 

434    5 

8 

Ditto, 

46,721  16 

0 

Brafs,  wrought 

13,681    6 

2 

Salmon,  falted 

•  754    0 

0 

Brick, 

1,141     2 

I 

Fifhing  tackle. 

y    0 

0 

Cabinet  W^re  8c  Upholftery, 

3,226  14 

0 

Glafs  and  earthen  ware. 

5*626    3 

9 

Candles,  tallow 

32,058    2 

5 

Green, 

5.919    3 

6 

wax 

319    0 

0 

White  fliht 

426  II 

2 

Cards,  new,  wool 

68    8 

0. 

For  windows. 

128     I 

3 

playing 

55    2 

5 

Gloves,  plain  leather 

485    8 

0 

Cattle,  live  cows  and  oxen, 

37  10 

0 

Glue, 

2  17 

0 

Horfes, 

1.597  10 

0 

Grindlcftones, 

887  12 

6 

Mules, 

1,450    0 

0 

Gunpowder, 

1,029    0 

a 

Chariots  and  coaches, 

545    0 

0 

Haberdalhery, 

16,263  17 

II 

Coals,  great 

29  18 

9 

Hats,   beaver            « 

i4.875  13 

4 

Winton  meafure 

9,246  13 

2 

Carolina, 

195    0 

a 

Colours  for  painters, 

4,017  15 

0 

.     Felt, 

^5*723  13 

0 

Copper,  wrought 

30,610    6 

10 

Hoops  for  barrels, 

2,410  15 

3 

Cordage,  new 

2,880  10 

0 

• 

Several  forts. 

"3,320  II 

0 

Old 

8,933  10 

2 

Iron,  caft 

i»i53  19 

6 

Corn,  Barley 

227  19 

4 

Nails 

4i255  10 

7 

Ditto,  hulled 

374    5 

7 

Wrought, 

152,188    6 

9 

Beans, 

6,728    6 

I 

Lead,  ^nd  bird  (hot, 

4,082    8 

s 

Oats^ 

6,093  13 

9 

Red 

20  14 

0 

Oatmeal, 

1,054    0 

9 

White, 

27  12 

0 

Peas, 

2,303  19 

0 

Leather,  tanned 

3»622  15 

I 

Rye, 

264  15 

7 

Wrought 

21,120  xo 

3 

Wheat, 

693    4 

6 

Lime,                   • 

4*385    9 

7 

Ditto,  flour 

19,020  14 

7 

Linen,  above  bounty. 

22,320    2 

6 

Cottonsl  Checked, 

6,303  19 

0 

2S.  6d.  per  yard. 

16,286    (/ 

3 

and     [  Printed  for  Bounty, 

5fioi  10 

0 

5id.  ditto. 

I  13 

0 

Linens  J  Ditto,  not  Bounty, 

3«*4^7  18 

0 

6d.toi8d.ditto, 

232,820    2 

0 

6d.  to   i8d.  before 

ff 

Buckrams,  6d.  to  i8d« 

printed 

59»875    0 

0 

ditto. 

87    2 

0 

6d«  to  i8d.  before 

checked,  7d.  to  i8d. 

dyed 

3»2i«    0 

0 

ditto. 

86,787    4 

0 

Fuftians, 

20,547    2 

0 

Ditto,  64d.  ditto 

703  18 

6 

Manchcfter, 

31^133    0 

0 

Liitto^  as.  3d.  ditto 

32  12 

6 

Diaper, 
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Spicies  of  Goods. 

Value. 

Species  of  Goods                      Value. 

• 

I-    *•   «^ 

£•    ^»   ^' 

Linen,  Diaper,  6d.  to  i8d.  do« 

1 

Tin  plates                 - "                  50    0    0 

for  bounty 

1,221    II      Q 

Tobacco  pipes,                -             257  13    0 

Ditto,  not  for  bounty 

50      0     0 

T9ys,                -            -              103    0    0 

Sheeting,  6d.to  i8d. 

4^5  13    0 

Vinegar,                    -                   «9S     7  10 

Sailcloth,  dittp 

11,231  12     I 

Watches,  gold                -              255    0    p 

Irifh,  plain,  6d.  to  i8d. 

31,326  15    0 

metal                -              30    0    0 

Diaper,      ditto    ditto 

^        S  IS    <^ 

fiiver                -             225    0    0 

Sheeting,    ditto 

159  17    0 

Woollen  1  Bays,  double           23,250    q    p 
Goods,  J  — r— fingle                1,822  18    6 

Oilf  train 

x»789    7    S 

Pantiles, 

.  296  18    I 

Caps,  plaitr,  Mon* 

Pewter, 

4,586  18  10 

mouth                         400    0    0 

Plate,  wrought  filver 

3,081    5    0 

—  worfted                  67    5    0 

Provifions,  Bacon  and  hams 

4,112    5    0 

Cloths,  long             S>^4S  ^7    ^ 

V        Beef  and  pork . 

816  15    0 

— — —  fliort           10,660  10    0 

Tripes 
Bread  and  bifcuit 

2,084    s    0 
7,039  18    8 

Cottons,  Kendal    291161  17    2 

Butter, 

382    4    0 

'- Wchh, 

Cheefe, 

3»iS9  II    9 

plains                           197   II     2 

Potatoes, 

596    I    6 

Flannel,                    2,749  10    0 

Saddles,  great 

160    5    0 

Prize,             -             291  13    4 

Salt,  rock                   ^ 

SO    0    0 

Northern  dozens,                 ^ 

White 

1,149    ^    ' 

fingle             -            480    0    0 

Silk,  in  pieces 

7,925  i6  10 

Perpets  and  Serges,       186  17    d 

Sewing                -^ 

2,648    0    9 

Stockings,  men's 

Gauze, 

265    9    4 

worfted                       945  11     0 

Soap,  hard. 

16,161  12  II 

Stuffs,            -         18,927     0    0 

Spirits,  Britifh 

300    0    0 

— >—  with  filk  and 

Surch, 

1,190  14    2 

inckle         -                470  16  ^5. 

Stationary, 

2,S43  14    0 

—  with  filk  and 

1 

Stained  paper. 

228    5    6 

inckle  gauze                    4  16    9. 

Steel,                - 

143  18    6 

with  filk  and 

Stockings,  thread 

S»74^  19    ^ 

grogram            -            .0  16    6 

Stones,  flate 

71  14    2 

— —  with  fi}k  and 

Sugar,  fully  refined 

"fSsS    7    S 

worft^           -          189  16     I. 

Thread 

520  II    0 

Woollens  at  value,                     2,829     i   '^ 

Tin,                - 

389    4  10 

Miicellaneous  articks,^           256. 103    0  10 

# 

Total,        i,463»879  14  n^ 

Aa 
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1787'  An  Account  of  the  Value  and  Amount  of  Goods  (being  Foreign  Produce  and  Manufac- 
ture) entered  for  Exportation  to  the  Biitilh  Sugar  Colonies,  from  the  fcveral  Ports  in  Great 
Britain,  from  Chriftmas  17869  to  Chriftmas  1787;  diftinguifhing  fuch  Goods  as  have  been 
itoported  by  the  Eaft  India  Company. 


Species  ofXioods. 

Value, 

> 

Species  of  Goods. 

Vatue. 

^     - 

d. 

jr.    s.   d. 

Beads,  coral 

.1     4 

10 

Dye: 

StuflFs.  Saffron,             -  . 

20    8     6 

Books,  bound 

16     0 

0 

Smalts, 

0  16     8 

Boxes,  pills 

29     6 

3 

Feathers  for  beds. 

28  14    2 

3rimftonCy 

III     I 

9 

Flax, 

rough 

85    0    0 

Bugle,  great 

43     T 

6 

Fifh, 

cod 

S5    0    0 

Corn.  Beans, 

437     8 

9 

Grocery.  Almonds,  fwect 

4S    9    3 

Oats, 

981     8 

II 

Annifeeds, 

6  18    8 

Oatmeal, 

.    92  IS 

0 

Barley,  pearl 

24    17      2 

Wheat  flour. 

12     I 

6 

Cinnamon, 

66  10    0 

Drugs.  Almonds^  bitter 

4  IS 

I 

Cloves, 

62  16    3 

Aloes  Cicotrina, 

2    5 

4 

Coffee, 

I  10  II 

— —  Epatica, 

I  >S 

3 

Currants, 

317    0    0 

Antimonium  Crudum 

0    6 

3 

Figs, 

4    3^7 

Afla  Fastida, 

5    6 

10 

4 

^       Mace, 

124  r8    6 

Camphire,  unrefined 

0  10 

0 

Nutmegs, 

91     I     8 

Cantbarides, 

199    I 

0 

Pimento, 

024 

^  CaiCa  Lignea, 

186  18^ 

4 

Prunes, 

50    2    6 

Cardamoms, 

0    8 

9 

Raifins,  Denia 

28  II    0 

Cortex  Peruv. 

940    2 

6 

'  Lipra 

46  II    8 

Cream  of  '5  artar, 

6  10 

4 

32    16      2 

Gamboginm, 

0  16 

• 

3 

.  Soliir 

456   14     0 

Gum  Arabic, 

1 10 

0 

Rice 

429      I      2 

Jallap, 

74    a 

II 

Sugar,  brown 

6    5  II 

Ifinglafs, 

4    0 

0 

Tprmeric, 

0    I    8 

Juniper  berries. 

13  «8 

I 

Hats, 

chip  and  ftraw 

19    7    6 

Manna, 

88  12 

8 

"  Incle, 

>  wrought 

104    8    0 

Myrrh, 

8    12 

9 

Iron, 

bar                  -                   ] 

^888  17    5 

Oil  perfumed, 

6  19 

6 

Lace, 

bone 

273 

Opium, 

8t  16 

* 

3 

Linens.    Cambrics    -                ] 

[,997     8    7 

Quickfilvcr, 

63        I 

6 

Canvafs,  Heilens 

458  17    5 

Radix  Ipecacuana, 

46        1 

3 

1,673  16  II 

■         Serpentaria, 

16   12 

0 

Damafk  Silefia  nap- 

Saccarum  Saturni, 

9   10 

4 

- 

kening 

24    0    4 

Sarfapari^a, 

40   14 

8 

'■       ditto  tabling 

115    02 

Senna, 

46      7 

9 

Diaper  Silefia  napken* 

>■ 

Succus  Liquoritiae, 

I    10 

0 

ing 

129  II    4 

Drags  at  value,           ^     - 

27s   14 

9 

Diaper  Silefia  tabling 

57  15  10 

Dye  fluffs .  Annotto, 

S  16 

8 

■            Ruffia  narrow 

Brazil, 

II    0 

3 

« 

under  half  ell 

76    6    9 
Linens* 

OP   TRB     ORIOIH    OF     COMMERCB. 
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6•6J^ 


.    Spnks  tf  O^oeh.  Fnlia. 

£*      J.   dt 
Unent*   Germany  broad  under 

36,  inches  i>o7a  18     3 

narrow      23,754  16  11 
ditto  ftriped    113  18     6 


1 
^edes  0f  Goods. 


Value* 


Oil,  train  -  23  18 

Proviilons.  Bacon  and  hams,         88  18 

Beef  -  16^403    o 

JSread  and  bifcuits        26    o 


54    5    4 


o 
6 


Holland  and  Flanders 
under  is.  1-8  ell 

Irilh  plain  6id.  to  i8d, 
for  bounty  12,678 

-—  fhccting,  ditto,         73 

——plain,  not  for  bounty  65  12 

Lawns,  Silefia  Holland 

whited  923  18 

— —  ditto,  not  Hol- 
land whited  2,566  12 

Ruflia  broad  above 
22i: 

above  314. 
above  36 


o 
o 
6 


drilling 
narrow 
fail  cloth 


Ticks 
Mats,  Ruffia 
Oil,  ordinary 
fallad 


I1045    3 

586     8 

4,809  14 

247  15 

467    3 

5  ^3 
120    I 

O    12 

38    6 

438  u 


II 

9 

$ 

6 

3 

4 
o 

o 

3 
o 


Butter 
Pork 
Silk  wrought  crapes 
Spirits,  brandy 
Geneva 
Rum 
Tallow, 
Thread,  fitters 
Tobacco, 
Wax,  bees 
Water^  Pyrmont 
Wines*    Canary, 
French 
Madeira  . 
Port 
Rhenifli 
Spanilh 
Other  wines 
Wood.  Deals,  ordinary 
Staves,  barrel 
Timber,  fir 

Total, 


8,106  13 

16,673  18 

103  16 

766  17 

825    8 

1,920    o 

781     4 

2  12 
961     3 

5  18 

3  3 
72    9 

5*834  13 

1,152  I 

5*336  9 

190  5 

«>3i5  19 
23  16 

20    9 

54  18 

5    4 


d. 
f 
6 
o 
o 
o 

2 

o 
I 
o 
o 

7 
o 

9 
3 
9 
5 

4 

2 
2 
I 

9 
I 

8 

7 
o 


123,209  16    2 


Goods   imported  by  the  East   India  Company. 


Value. 

1,646  2 
2    o 

1,101  12 
481  17 
125    3 


9 
o 

9 

4 
5 


Species  of  Goods. 

China  ware, 

Borax  refined. 

Rhubarb, 

Pepper, 

Sago, 

Value  of  Eaft  India  goods. 

Value  of  Foreign  produce, 

Total  value  of  Britilh  produce, 


Total  value  of  goods  exported  to  the  Weft  Indies, 

Total  value  of  goods  imported  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
Total  value  of  goods  exported  to  the  Weft  Indies, 


Species  of  Goods, 

Grocery,  tea 

Piece  goods,  Bengal  rated 

Ditto,  iinrated 

Saltpetre, 


Value. 
£•       s.    d. 
6*338  17     4 
797  16    % 

14369    4    4 
57    o    8 


«•■ 


-24,919  14    9 

123,209  16    2 

^463,879  14  II 


1,612,009    5  '^ 

3,652,253  15    4 
1,612,009    5  10 


Excefs, 

Vol.  IV. 


4P 


-  2,040,244    9    6 

An 
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17S7  STATE  or  tks  EAST  INDIA  TRADE. 

An  Account  of  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of  the  Ships  ladeA  ia  Oiint  for  the  Etft  Indiaii 

Company,  ia  the  Seafon  1786-7. 


Ships. 

Builders  Mia^ 

• 

Cbarter 

foremeni* 

Tonna^ 

Diilf  e  of  Montrofi^ 

768 

755. 

Noithumberlandy 

784 

755 

Southampton, 

758 

758 

E^rl  CornwalUs, 

774 

7S& 

Contra£tor, 

777 

758 

Stormont, 

737 

7.43- 

K^yal  Charlotte^ 

8SJ 

758 

Neptune, 

809 

758 

Ranger, 

S37 

537 

Pitt, 

779- 

75^ 

Bxidgewater 

799 

755 

Pigot, 

765. 

758^ 

Ctu^pman^ 

538 

538 

Adnfiiral  Sir  Edward  HughcSf.    810 

Lord  North. 

277 

758 

Carnatic^ 

779 

758 

Valentine^ 

790 

755 

Vanfittart,^^ 

828 

t 

758 

Sulivan, 

876-' 

755 

Fort  WUliara, 

798 

755 

Ponfborne, 

804 

758 

General  Goddard, 

799 

755 

Europa, 

77a 

755 

Middlcfez, 

852 

755- 

Earl  of  Mansfield^ 

7851 

■ 

758 

York, 

.  867 

758 

Royal  Biihopr 

708 

•720 

Msurs, 

696- 

696 

London^ 

836. 

758 

Chartered    Tonnage  laden  Kintladge  laden  7oi 

w        in  China.        in  England*      en  Beardi- 


686 

9* 

778 

74» 

9* 

833 

^16 

9» 

808 

694 

92 

786 

761 

9* 

853. 

678- 

88 

766 

85P 

92 

942. 

77a 

9> 

864 

467 

66 

533- 

669 

9* 

761. 

73» 

.9» 

824 

795. 

91 

887 

576^ 

66 

642 

670 

— 

670 

74» 

•  9Z 

833, 

709 

9Z 

801 

663. 

9» 

755 

687 

9i« 

779 

769    . 

92 

86r 

753 

92 

84^. 

776 

92 

868 

72P 

92 

822' 

742 

92. 

834 

735. 

92 

827. 

743 

9X 

835 

874 

92 

966 

724 

86 

810 

659 

85 

744 

881 

92 

973 

29  ihipSi 


22,448 


20,6 1  jf 


20,993 


2,507 


23,500 


There  were  likewife  19  Ihips,  meafuring  16,121  tons,  builder's  meafurement,  con£gned  by 
the  Eaft  India  Company  to  China,  for  the  iieafon  I788«9* 


An 
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«797      An  Account  of  the  Qutntity  fttid  Som  of  Tea  imported  in  this  Yeoir,  in  the  twentf»fevto 
Ships  which  arrived  from  China*  Niatltr. 

Boheay  —  —  •*-  —  -i-  -«  6,493,8x6 

Coiigou,  —  —  —  —  —  4,2661x36 

Souchong)  —  -*  —  •««  «k.  1,113,900 

Singlo,  —^  —  —  ^  —  —  SfSSSf^S^ 

Hyfon,  —  —  —  —  —  —  1,623,572 

Total,  18,852,675  f 


An  Account  of  the  Amouilt  of  the  Silver  lent  from  lEngland  to  Chliia,  in  the  Eaft  Indi^ 
Company's  Ships,  fof  three  Years,  diftinguilhing  the  Amount  in  eacli  Year* 

On  Account  of  the  Company,        JOitto  offrtvatt  Perfinsh  Tot  Ah. 

Tears.  £•  £'  £• 

1785,  704,259  « —- .  704,259 

1786,  — i  694,960  -^-^  7,223:  ——  702,  xSj 

1787,  — .  625,3^4  --^  35»3^6  -^i—  660,7x0 


tii 


Total  amounr>  2,024,603  4^9549  21067,152^ 


«■ 


An  account  of  the  quantity  of  Britifll  Corh  elcported,  and  of  Foreign  Com  imported  and 
exported  for  the  year  x78i^  as  taken  from  the  CufEom-houfe  books. 


« 

- 

Britijh,  experttd. 

Foreign,  imported^ 

ftrngn,  txptrted. 

%x.    Bnfi). 

^rs.   Bufih 

S^t.    Bujh. 

Barley, 

-^ 

19,884    7 

J7.783    3 

1,320    0 

Beans, 

•■^^ 

10,114    0 

36,9**    S 

893    0 

Oats, 

Oatmeal, 

Peast 

Rye, 

— 

t,io^    0 

6,376    6 

12,683    3 

394,  J 8s    i 

»,793    0 
2,266    6 

2,702  *o 

a,"a    5 

_ 

318    3 

Wheat, 

■^ 

75'36o    4 

46.973    « 
Cv>t,  grulbu 

335  ;  X 

CvifU  qru  lbs. 

Wheat  Flour, 
Malt, 

** 

43»$46    0 
1 1  i>oi6    0 

9,741    p    6 

38  X     2    7 

The  following  are  the  bills  relative  to  trade  and  commerce  which  palled  during  thiifeffion. 
A  bill  againft  unlawful  lotteries. 

For  eftabliftiing  a  conveyance  of  letters  betwetn  Milford  Haven  and  Watcrford. 
To  regulate  the  commercial  intercourfe  between  the  Briti^  colonies  and  United  States  of 
America.  . 

^  To  regulate  the  Briti(h  filhciy. 

For  repealing  the  feveral  duties  on  cuftoms  and  excife,  and  granting  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof;  and  for  applyiiig  the  faid  duties^  with  the  otiier  duties  compoling  the  public  reVenue ; 

4P  a  for 
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1787  for  permitting  the  importation  of  certain  goods,  war^  and  merchandize,  the  produce  or  ma* 
aufaAory  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  King,  into  this  kingdom. 
i     To  perpetuate  two  afts,.  15th  and- 17th  of  George  III.  relative  to  promiiTorj:  notes  and  bills 
of exchange. 

For  encouraging  the  arts  of  deiigning  and  printing  linens,  &c.  by  vcfting,the  property  there* 
of  in  the  deiigners,^  printers,  &c.  for  a  limited  time. 

To  farm  the  poft-horfe  duties. 

For  allowing  the  importation  and  exportation  of  certain  goods  in  Jamaica,  Grenada,  Do* 
minica  and  New  Providence,  under  certain  reftrifiions. 

To  allow  further  time  for  the  inrollment  of  deeds  and  wills  made  by  Papifts,  &c. 

For  granting  certain  duties  on  glafs  imported,  &c. 

Refpeding  veflcls  and  boats  liable  to  feizure  by  an  aft  of  the  24th  of  George  IIL  for  pre- 
venting fmuggling,  and  alfo  relative  to  the  duties  on  wine  and  oil  flafks,  foreigirgeneva  and 
ebony. 

For  making  an  allowance  to.  the  dealers  in  foreign  wines,  for  the  ftock  in  their  poifeflion  a 
;     certain  time,  .&c. 

Relative  to.  the  importation  of  raw  hides  frpm  Ireland  and  Britifli.  America ;  to  the  cxporta* 
tion  of  wheat,  &c.  to  the  Britifli  fugar  colonies ;  to  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  tools  and 
utenlils  in  the  iron  and  fteel  manufactories,,  and  to  prevent  the  feducing  of  artificers;  and  for 
granting  a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  certain  Britifh  and  Icifh  linens. 

The  following  are  the  variations  of  the  public  funda  during  this  year,  with  the  higheft  and, 
loweft  prices  arranged  oppoiite  to  each  month.. 


C..L      "«'•       ««-  •       f««'-       rL.         ^.Z 


Slock. 


January,   | 
February,  f 

{ 
{ 

{ 

{ 
I 


Maroh, 
April, 
May, 
Jjune, 

Auguft, 
Septemb.  J 
Oftober,  | 
Novemb.  J 
Dcecmb.  / 


49t 
Sit 

$(>* 
534 
SSt 

S4t 

sH 

47 

45 

47t 

S3t 

45 

52I 

45» 

5P 

S2-I- 
604^ 

*-57 


reJuc  cmjol   confol 


74. 

755 

74i 

75i 

75i- 

77t 

764 

77  i 

76J- 

77i- 
72t 

764 
70t 
731 
7'-f 
75i 
'73t 
73-r 

74f 
76t 

7St 

7H 


73t 

^bi 

73i 

74t 

74i 
761 

76i 

77f 
77 

77i 
7ot 

741 

70T 

74t 

[67 

73t 
69! 

724 

75t 
77t 
7t>i 

77t 


93t 
94t 
93t 
95t 
95t 
96I 

97t 
981- 

^5i 
96i 

91 

9St 

91T 

93t 

9?t 

95  z 

91 
94t 

90t 
9it 
944 
954 
95i- 
96^ 


C€nt, 
"Of 

"34 
1 10 

"it 

"4i 
1 134 
"5 

"5, 
"5» 
III 

"5t 
lO&i; 

M34 

1094 
"it 

»o5 
iiof 

io5i 
108 

"34 

"54 
115 

"5t 


jfmn. 


22 
221 

22i 
224. 
22J 

23 

2Si 
224- 

224. 

2lt 

22 1- 

2lt 
22 

2li- 
2  2j- 
21 
22J: 
20^ 
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SlJPPHES  granted  by  PMrlUment  for  tliis  year ; — 
For  the  navy,  —  —  — 

For  the  army,  — •  —  — *  — ^ 

For  the  ordnance,  —  .         —  — . 

Mifcellancous  fcrvices,  -^  —  — 

Deficiencies,'  -—  -  —     '  —  •  ""* 

Total  Supplies, 

The  Ways  and  Means  for raifing  the  foregoing  Supplies.. 
Land  tax  and  duty  on  malt,  —  — 

To  be  applied  out  of  the  finking  fund,  —  — 

Lottery,  —  —  "-      *  "^ 

Exchequer  hills,  —  —  —  — 

Surplus  of  tlue  confolidated  fund,  —  "~ 

Imprefl  monies  remaining  in  the. Exchequer,  —  — 

Army  favings,  — .  —  —  *- 

Money  granted  for  thaarmy  in  1785^  remaining  in  the  Exchequer, 

Total  of  Way«^  and  Means,  — : 

Total  amount  of  Supplies  granted, 

Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means,.  — 


65^ 


£' 

*» 

flT.' 

2,286,000 

0 

0 

1,876,287 

6 

9 

328,576 

»7 

3 

S»723»oJ7 

18 

34 

».675,7i7 

15 

2| 

11,889,599  17    s-l- 


£' 

*• 

J. 

a,75o,ooo 

0 

0 

1,226,072 

2 

lit. 

256,875 

0 

0 

5,500,000 

0 

a 

2,400,00a 

0 

"0 

74»iM 

9 

10 

44,806 

2 

r 

180,000 

0 

0 

12,431,855 
11^889,599 


17    5i 


542,255  17  10^ 


An  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  bmials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  for 

itiis  year. 

Chriftened,  males     8,929                 Buried,  males      9,821' 
——females     8^579  females      9,528 


ihSod^ 


i9»349 


1788      Before  we  enter  upon  the  hiftory  of  this  year,  we  muft  refer  to  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  one,  , 
when  in  confequence  of  a  Jiotification  from  the  Court  of  France,  that  his  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty  intended  to  aflift  the  States  of  Holland  againft  any  invafion  or  hoflile  attempts  from  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  an  augmentation  took  place  during  the  laft  fummer  in  our  navy  and^army, 
and  fuch  preparations  were  made  as  checked  the  purpofe  of  France,  and  tended  gceatly  to  re-  - 
cftablilh  the  conftitutional  government  of  the  Dutch  Republic. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  his  Majefty  opened  the  fifth  feffion  of  the^  prefent  Parliament  by 
the  following. fpfeech  from  the  throne  : 
*•  My,  Lords  and  Giniiemen, 
**  At  the  clofe  of  the  lad  feffion  I  informed  you- of  the  concern  witli  which^  I  obfferved  thr  • 
difputes  unhappily  fubfifting  in  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces.     Their  fituatioii  foon  - 
afterwards  became  more  critical  and  alarming,.and  the  danger  which  threatened  their  couftitu-v 
tioDL  and  independcncei  feemedlikely,.  in  its  confeqjience,  to  affcft  the  fecurity  and  interefts-.: 

of: 
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1 788  of  my  dominions.  No  endeavom  were  wanting^  on  my  part^  to  contnbute  by  my  good  o& 
fices  to  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity  and  the  maintenance  of  the  lawfol  government;  and  t 
alfo  thought  it  neceilary  to  explain  my  intention  of  counteraAing  ail  foreible  interference  on 
the  part  of  France,  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Republic^  Under  thefe  circumfbnces,  t^e 
King  of  Pmilia  having  taken  meafures  to  enforce  hi»  demand  of  fatisfiiftion  for  the  infult  of- 
fered to  the  Princefs  of  Orange,  the  party  which  had  ufurped  the  government  of  Holland  ap- 
plied to  the  Mofl  Chriftian  King  for  afliflance,  who  notified  to  me  his  intention  of  granting 
their  requeft.  In  conformity  to  the  principle  which  I  had  before  explained,  I  did  not  hefitate^ 
•on.  receiving  this  notification,  to  declare,  that  I  could  not  remain  a  quiet  ijpeftator  of  the  arm** 
■cd  interference  of  Franc^i  and  I  gare  immediate  orders  for  augmenting  my  forces  both  by  fea 
;and  land.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfa£tions  I  alfo  thought  proper  to  oonclude  a  treaty  with 
Ihc  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caflcl,  by  which  I  fecured  the  afTiftance  of  a  confidcrable  body  of 
troof^s  in  cafe  my  fervice  fhovld  reqvireit.  In  the  mean  time,  the  rapid  fuccefs  ofthe  Pruflian 
•  troops  under  the  conduft  of  die  Duke  of  firunfwick,  while  it  was  the  means  of  obtaining  the 
repaiatioH  demanded  by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  enabled  the  provinces  to  deliver  themfelves  from 
the  opprefGon  under  which  they  laboured,  and  to  re^eftablifh  their  lawful  government/  AU 
*  &bjefts  "of  conteil  being  thus  removed,  an  amicable  explanation  took  place  between  me  and  the 
M<^  Chriftian  King^  and  declarations  have  been  exchanged  by  our  refpeAive  Minillers,  by 
which  we  have  agreed  mutually  td  difarm,  and  to  place  our  naval  eflablifhments  on  the  fame 
footing  as  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year.  It  gives  iHe  the  gteatefl  faris&ftion,  that  the 
important  events  which  I  have  communicated  to  yo«^  have  taken  place  without  diftiirbing  my 
fubjeAs  in  the  enjoyments  of  the  bleffings  of  peace ;  and  I  have  great  pleafure  in  acquainting^ 
'  yout  that  I  continue  to  receive  from  all  fomgn  powers  the  fuUeft  alTurances  of  their  t>acific 
iand  frietidly  difpofition  towards  this  countsy^  I  mul^>  at  the  fame  time,  regret  that  the  tran* 
quillity  of  one  part  of  Europe  is  unhappily  interrupted  by  the  war  which  has  broken  out  be- 
tween Ruflia  and  the  Porte.  A  convention  has  alfo  been  agreed  upon  between  me  and  the 
Mofl  Chriftian  King,  explanatory  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  laft  treaty  of  peace,  and  cal« 
culated  to  prevent  jealotffies  and  diiputes  between  oar  refpeftive^  fubjeAs*  in  the  Eaft  Indies.—' 
I  have  ordered^  copies  ofthe  feveral  treaties  to  which  I  have  rderred,  and  ofthe  declaration  and 
counter-declaration  exchanged  at  Verfailles,  to  be  laid  before  you."  The  fpeech  concluded 
with  a  particular -tnention  ofthe  extraordinary  expences  which  the  fituation  of  affairs  rendered 
necefTary,  and  a  general  allufioQ  to  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  the  commerce  and  revenues  of  the 
country. 

The  ufual  addrefTes  w«re  moved  itt'both  Honfes,  and  carried  n9mimt9mrddt€€nU4 

On  the  29th  of  November  the  Chancellor  of  tbo  Exchequer  prefented  the  following  papers 
to  the  Houfe  by  the  King's  command.- 

An  Accotsnt  ofthe  Charget  incurred  by  the  late  Armament,^  delivered  by  the  Secretary 

atWar- 

Expenoe  of  theaugmented  eftablifhment  of  the  foot  guards  and  regiments 
^  infinntry,  between  the  24th  of  September,  and  24th  of  December,  1787,^1- 
clufive,  —  "  —  •—  —  — 

Ditto  of  the  additional  military  and  ht)fpital  ftafF  for  the  Weft  Indies, 
from  the  dates  ofthe  refpeAive  appointments  during  the  period  before  fpe-> 
cified^  —  p^  —  —  *       — 


l^ 


S,      dm 


40,387  10    8 


700    4    3 


p4to«*«*« 


^^•.■MVta 


Carried  over,      41,087  14  xi 


#f,  rHK    omaKif    ot   commbrcb. 


€^i 


B78t 


'       Brought  forward. 
Levy  inon€y  for  the  recruits  Taifed  by  the  foot  guards  beyond  their  ibrarar 

eftablifliment,  —  —  —  — 

Cohtinuatioit  of  full  pay  and  allowances  to  the  oflkers  of 

the  eleven  companies,  from  the  9th  of  Novemd>er,  1787,  to 

the  24th  of  December  following,  —  —  ^>9S  10'  6 

Deduft  the  favings  of  the  half-pay  of  the  faid  ofSoers,  from 

the  24th  of  September,  tq  the  24th  of  December,  2,016  15     I 

Difference,  ...»  .«  ,  .   1       '    ' 

Expence  of  extraordinary  marches^  *«  m^  .^ 

Camp  equipage  and  hofpital  bedding,  -**  ^^ 

Medicines,  —  —  — •  •*•  — 


41,087   14  IK 


~       ns  ^  <> 


178  ;5  5 

700    o  o 

»5>346    8  5 

^830    5  3 


iMaM 


irfMdMririM^ 


Total, 


59,878    4    o 


An  F<^'""a»^  of  the  Expences  incurred  by  the  Augmentation  and  Equipment  of  his  Majefty^s 
Naval  Forces,  iince  the  i8th  of  September  hft,  dated  from  the  Navy  Office,  27th  Nov.  1787. 

£.     s^    d: 

Six  months  freight  of  5,023.  tons  of  tranfportSy               — •  -*r 

Charge  of  fitting  and  ftores,                — .                —  _ 

Freight  and  wages  of  28  tenders^               —            *  .^  *«• 

•  Fitting  and  ftores,                —             —                —          •  — 

K^igging  and  fupplying  with  ftores  fijE  forty  gun  Ihips,  •^ 

.'    knpreftedto  pay  bounty  to  (eamenr               ^^^-^               iiii*  .i^ 

More  may  be  wanted  for  the  like  fervice^               -»  •*• 

Charge  of  procuring  men  on  fliore,                — -*               «-»  •«• 

Amount  of  advanced  price  on  hemp  pucchafed^               «*•  •••• 

Lofs  on  viAualling  the  army  tsanfports,                 —  ^^^ 
More  fos  compromifing  bargains  for  provi£ons  for  the  fleet  ad  home  and 

abroad^                .^                .^                —*-.«.  —* 

A  computed  amount  of  the  general  charges^  uxider  the  heads  of  wages, 
wear,  tear  and  viAualling,.  —  —  — 

Gratuity  to  officers-  and  feamen  who  have  enitered  fince  the  i8th^  <tf  Sep- 
tember, and  are  now  to  be  pud  off  and  dilcharged,  •  -«-' 


»S.3»9 

18 

9 

1,990 

8 

3 

8,594 

8 

6 

8,635 

10 

10 

0 

0 

7,700 

cr 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

4»39^ 

f9 

7 

I0,0(I0 

0 

0 

5»ooo 

0 

0 

2.0,000    o    o 


74f7oo    o    o 


—  151000    o    o 

Total,  175^407    S  U 

Expences  incurred-by  the  Office  of  his  Mkjeify's  Ordnance  on  Account  of  the  late 

Armament^ 

RSGI'MEIVT    OF  AliTlLbERY.  £^ 

Railing  and  arming  ap  augmentation  of  one  bombadier  and  ten  gunners 
per  company,  afmounting  to  449  men,  to  the  royal  regiment  of  artillery, 

wkh.thepayo£the£un&tothe3iftofDecember|  1787,              ~  5,193    6    8 


s.   J. 


it^t^m^m 


oyer. 


S*i9t  6    8 
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Bratight  forward,  5>i93-  ^     S 

Arms  for  the  augmentation  to  forty-nine  battalions  and     £.        t,    4. 
feurnew  raifed  rtgimcntsof  foot,  —  —  'Sf^gs     50  • 

Mem.      As  it  is  not  necelTary  immediately  to  replace  the 
above  arms,  no  demand  is  made  on  this  cftimate. 

Ammunition  and  intrenching  tools  for  fundry  rcgitucnts 
of  foot  ordered  on  fcrvice,  —  —  442  17     o 

Tents  to  fundry  regiments  ordered  on  fervice,  a.663  17     o 


\ 


3,106  14    o 


Stores,  &c.  for  the  Navv. 
To  replace  ordnance  ftores  fupplied  to  the  navy  and  expcnces  incurred  in 
the  feyeut  ports  of  Great  Britain  on  account  of  the  -late  armament,  com- 
puted at  about        —  —  —  —  —  10,000    o    o 


Tout,  18,300    o     8 


Total  of  army  eftimates,  —  —  —  59>878 

Ditto  navy,  —  —  —  —  '75.407 

Ditto  ordnance  and  (lores,  —  —  —  18,300 


Total  expcnce  of  the  armament,  —  —  —  253,585  lo     7 


On  the  4th  of  December,  1787,  Mr,  GrenvillccaHcd  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  trade  between  the  potts  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  his  Majcfty's  fubjefts  in 
the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  in  the  articles  of  bread,  flour,  Indian  corn,  live  Hock,  &c.  A 
ftatutc  already  exifted  for  the  regulation  of  this  trade,  and  the  necellity  of  continuing  it  arofc 
from  the  trade  in  quedion  having  increafed  and  profpered  beyond  all  expeftadon,  to  the  ifiani- 
feft  advantage  of  Newfoundland.  When  this  bill  had  been  originally  introduced  intd"the 
Houfe,  its  duration  had  been  limited  to  the  period  of  a  fingle  year;  and  it  had  been  confidcnt- 

-  ly  alfcrted  at  that  time,  that  Newfoundland  could  not  polTibly  exift  without  a  free  apd  unrc- 
ftrained  trade  to  America;  and  that  in  confequencc  of  the  peace  the  Britifh  fi(hery  on  the 
Banks  of  Newfoundland  muft  be  totally  annihilated  ;  but  from  the  evidence  of  three  years,  the 
leverfe  of  this  prcJiSion  had  been  verified.  The  Britifh  Newfoundland  fifliery  not  only  ex-  ' 
iftcd,  but  ■profpered  undei' a  politic  fcftraint  and  prudent  limitation  of  its  trade;  infomuch, 
that  it  never  had  been  fo  flourilhiiig  as  it  was  at  the  prefent  period.  The  number  of  Britifh 
fhips  and  men  employed  in  this  fifhery  had  been  doubled  iince  the  termination  of  the  war, 
and  the  quantity  of  fifli  uken  had  alfo  been  increafed  in  an  equal  proportion.     In   faft,  the 

■  Britifh  filhety  had  increafed,  and  fliU  was  ihcreafing  in  the  moft  rapid  manner,  while  that  of 
France  had  hitherto  declined,  and  ftlll  continued  to  decline  in  an  almolt  proportionable  ratio. 
Not  more  than  7,000  Britiih  feamen  had  been  employed  in  the  year  1785;  but,  in  the  year 
1787,  the  number  employed  was  14,000:  whereas  the  French  had  employed  7,ocx)  feamen  in 
this  trade  in  1786,  and  in  the  year  1787  the  number  had  decreafed  to  fomewhat  under  6,oco, 
In  1786,  the  French  took  426,000  quintals  of  fifli,  and  in  the  year  following  128,000  quintals 

.  was  the  full  amount  of  their  uking.    On  the  contrary,  in  the  year  1786,  the  Britifh  fi(hers 
4  ceriaia 
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If  88  took  only  470,000  quintals,  but  in  the  foccccding  year,  731,000.  Hence  it  is  evident  of  how 
great  impottance  the  Newfoundland  fifliery  is  to  this  kingdom,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  ma- 
nufafturing  interefts  of  Great  Briiain,  as  to  its  grand  intercfting  charafleriftic,  that  of  being  a 
conftant  and  efferttial  nurfery  for  Britiih  feanien.  The  exifting  ftatute,  and  which  was  on  the 
point  of  expiring,  had  been  made  to  continue  for  two  years,  and  it  was  now  propofed  to  con- 
tinue it  for  two  years  longer.  Upon  thefe  principles,  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  confirm,  for  a 
certain  limited  time,  the  trade  between  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  his 
Majefty's  fubjefts  in  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  &c. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  in  this  year,  Mr.  Pitt  rofe  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative 
to  that  part  of  the  Newfoundland  fiftiery,  which,  by  the  lad  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  was 
ceded  to  that  nation,  obfcrving,  that  he  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  long,  nor  go  into  the 
difcufBon  of  the  fubjcft  at  large,  but  rcferve  a  more  extended  inveftigation  for  a  fubfequent 
ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  when  the  Houfe  Ihould  have  the  bill  before  them.  He  would  only,  there- 
fore, for  the  prefent,  take  a  general  yiew  of  the  fubjefl.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  fitu- 
ation  in  which  the  fiflieries  of  Newfoundland  had  been  placed,  in  refped  to  us  and  the  French, 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  in  what  roeafure  that  fituation  was  varied  by  the  laft  treaty  of 
peace.  A  declaration  upon  this  fubjeft  had  been  fincc  Hgned  and  exchanged  by  the  two 
Courts,  in  which  there  was  no  ftrift  engagement  with  the  Court  of  France,  that  flie  Ihould 

i  enjoy  an  exclufive  right  to  the  whole  of  the  filhery  in  the  places  therein  fpecified  (from  Cape 

Bonavifta  to  Cape  St.  John,  and  thence  to  Cape  Raye)  but  only  a  flipulation  to  prevent  the 
Sritifh  fubjefts  from  molefting  them.  He  explained  his  conftrudion  of  thefe  ilipulations, 
and  dwelt  upon  the  diftin£iion  between  that  fort  of  concurrence  which  moleiled,  or  tend- 
ed to  moleft,  and  that  which  did  not«  He  faid,  his  opinion  was  for  afiing  under  a  liberal  con- 
ilru£iion  of  that  declaration,  in  proof  of  .our  good  faith,  and  fincere  defire  to  preferve  the  full 
extent  of  the  meaning  of  the  article  that  referred  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty. — 
Mr.  Pitt  ftated  the  policy  of  England's  keeping  as  feparate  as  poiHble  the  fifheries  of  the  two 
countries,  fince  an  intermixture  might  create  jealoufy,  and  make  the  French  acquainted  with 
our  mode  of  curing  the  fi(h,  and  alfothofe  particulars,  that  gave  us  fo  evident  a  fuperiority  in 
that  important  branch  of  Britifh  commerce.  He  thought  it  would  be  right  to  give  notice,  that 
the  ftipulations  oif  the  treaty  appeared  to  relate  only  to  tlie  coafts  of  Newfoundland,  and  that 
clearly  the  French  had  no  right  to  the  inland  fifhery,  or  to  that  in  the  rivers  and  creeks,  where, 
it  feems,  excellent  falmon  fifheries  abound.  They  had  a  right,  however,  to  fifh  in  the  mouths 
of  the  rivers  for  falmon.  He  explained  the  utility  of  uniting  both  the  fifheries,  urging  the  ex- 
treme difad vantage  that  muft  refultfrom  the  French  being  con£ned  to  one  fpecies  of  fifhery, 
either  that  of  the  cod,  or  that  of  the  falmon ;  and  after  Hating  that  the  lofs  of  the  falmon  fifh- 
ery would  amount  to  between  5,000]  and  6,oooL  a  year,  be  concluded  with  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  **  To  enable  his  Majefly  to  make  fuch  regulations  as  may  be  neceflary  for 
preventing  the  inconveniencies  which  might  arife  from  the  competition  of  bis  Majefly 's  fub- 
jefts,  and  thofe  of  the  Mofl  Chriftian  King,  in  carrying  on  the  fifhery  on  the  coafls  of  the 
ifland  of  Newfoundland." 

On  the  5th  of  February,  the  Houfe  went  into  a  committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
petitions  of  the  corn  diflillers  of  London  and  Scothind.  The  nature  of  this  bufinefs  was  as 
follows  :— In  the  year  1786,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafTed,  by  which  the  Scotch  diflillers  were 
not  to  be  fubjefted  to  the  vifits  of  excife  officers,  nor  to  pay  according  to  the  quantity  of  fpirits 
that  they  ihould  adually  diflils  but  that  they  fhould  take  aut  a  licence,  for  which  they  ihould 
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1788  pay  il.  f OS.  per  annum  for  everj  gallon  which  each  ftiil  containdl,  which  would  amoont  to 
lod*  per  gallon  on  the  quantity  that  it  was  fuppofed  they  would  be  able  to  diftil  annually :  but 
by  the  Scotch  working  their  ftills  fometimes  four,  and  fometimes  fix  times  in  the  24  hours,  the 
duty  did  not  in  fa£i:  amount  to  one  penny  per  gallon ;  fo  that  the  Scotch  were  thus  enabled  to 
underfell  the  Englifli  in  the  London  market.  They  had  aftually  imported  into  England  the 
whole  of  the  quantity  that  it  was  fuppofed  they  would  have  diftilkd  in  the  year,  and  90,000 
gallons  over ;  fo  that  they  had  the  whole  of  their  home  confumption  duty  free :  in  fliort^  the 
leading  principle  of  this  bill  was  to  give  the  Scotch  the  full  command  over  their  own  maiket, 
but  it  had  never  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  l^iflature  to  enable  the  Scotch  diftillers  to 
meet  the  difUUers  of  London  on  the  Englifh  market  under  fuperior  advantages.    Befides,  ia 

• 

its  prefent  Hate,  there  was  a  very  wide  door  open  for  frauds  on  the  revenue ;  as  it  had^been 
proved,  at  a  former  period,  before  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  in  one  year 
300,000  gallons  of  fpirits  diflilled  in  Scotland  had  been  imported  into  England,  more  than  all 
the  fpirits  diftilled  in  Scotland  &at  were  paid  duty  for.  The  duty  paid  by  the  London  difliller 
"WAS  2S.  9d.  per  gallon^  in  Scotland  it  was  nominally  iod.  but  in  reality  not  more  than  from 
2fd.  to  3d.  to  which  the  import  of  as,  being  added,  the  whole  would  make  2s.  3d.  or  there- 
abouts. It  was  therefore  propc^fed  by  the  Minifter,  by  way  of  equalizing  the  duties  in  both 
kingdoms,  that  an  additional  duty  of  6d.  per  gallon  (hould  be  kid  upon  fpirits  diftilled  in 
Scotland  and  brought  into  England.  As  the  bill  of  1786  was  pafled  for  two  years,  it  became, 
%mdoubtedly,  that  fort  of  compaA  between  the  legiflature  and  the  diftillers  of  Scotland  for  a 
liftlked^period,  xyfwhich  nothing  but  very  ftrong  cirdumftances  would  warrant  an  abix>gation  ; 
but  ^t  was  evident,  as  Wc^ll  for  the  fake  of  the  revenue,  as  for  the  profperity  of  the  Englilh  dif- 
tillers, 'thatthou^  there  S^rere  but  about  five  months  to  eome  before  the  ad  of  1786  expired, 
an  alteration  df^he  dilty  Was  abfolutely  necdSiry.  Indeed,  this  equalizing  duty  mufi  be  con- 
fidered  merely  as  a  temporary  expedient,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  confidering 
the  matter,  declared  it  to  be  tlie  intention  of  Government  to  undertake  a  full  revifion  of  the 
fubjed,  with  ^  view  fo  anew  law,  that  might  putthediftilleries  of  England  and  Scotland,  re- 
tpe£lively,  on  a  fiair  and  equitable  footing.  For  the  prefent,  however,  a  bill  was  pa0pd  for 
impofing  *•  fix -pence  ptfr  gallon  on  all  fpirits  brewed  or  made  from  corn,  malt,  grain,  or  tilts ; 
or  from  cyder,  perry,  or  othet  walhor  liquor,  made  or  brewed  from  any  fort  of  Britilhrnate- 
riiils ;  or  from  wort  or  wtifli  made  from  mekiiles  or  fugar ;  or* from  foreign  refiifed  wine,  or  any 
mixture  from  the  ftrength  of  one  to  tenoVer  hydrometer  proof,  which  fhall  be  imported  into 
Enghnd  from  that  part  df  Great  Britain  ealled  Scotland." 

The  commercial  in tercourfe  between  the  fubjtflis  of  his  Majefty^s  dominions,  ^nd'the  inha- 
bitants of  the  countries'belotigiftg  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  of  the  foreignlfknds 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  h^ad  been  hitherto  carried  On  under  the  authority  of  annual  «fts  of  Parlia- 
ment; but  it  was  at  this'timc  Very  wifely  pnopofed  to  fubjedk  that  part  of  it  which  related  to- 
the  trade  carried  on  betweien'the  United  States  and  the  Britlfli  Weft  India  Iflands  to  more.per- 
•  manent  regulations.    Every  orte  had  naturally  defired,  if  it  were  poffible,  that  the  fupply  of 
lumber,  grain,  provifions  and  fifti,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  might  be  conveyed 
in  British  bottoms  for  Hie  benefit  and  iftcreafe  of  our  navigation;  but  it  hard  been  a  matter  of 
doubt  with  mafriy,  Whi^ther  a  fufficitiU  fupply  of  thefe  ^articles  could'  be  procured,  if -American 
ihips  were  excluded  fpom  dur  iflands.     The  ejrpcrfcnce,  however,  of  five  years  had  at  length 
» proved  that  fuch  appr*h6n(5otis  wcre^with6ut  foundation  ;  for  fo  long  had  tha  experiment  been 
^ttfed  ;  '^iHkl  die  l^ftik  w&s,  that  liiiaer  finch  a  ttguUtion  the'  trade  hadfiourilhcd  and  improved 
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1 788  fo  much,  that  it  was,  during  the  laft  year,  carriedon  to  a  much  more  cdnfiderable  extent  thaa 
in  any  year  prceecHng  the  late  war*  I'he  quantity  of  lun)l>er  and  provifions  fent  from  Ame- 
rica (o  the  Weft  India  Iflands  had  been  f\iUy  fuificient  for  their  fupply,  and  our  rum  fetched  a 
better  price  than  it  had  hitherto  done.  From  this  policy  aifo  of  employing  Britifh  bottoms 
only,  the  planters  had  reaped  great  advantages,  and  the  navigation  of  the  empire  had  been  in- 
creafed,  as  we  now  enrploy  every  year  near  40,000  tonsof  fhipping,  and  near  5,000  feamen  in 
that  trade  alone.  On  thefe  principles  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament,  on  the  12th  of  Fe- 
bruary, to  fettle  the  commercial  intercourfe  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Bri- 
tiih  Weft  India  Iflands  on  a  more  permanent  footing.  In  tbe  aourfe  of  the  debate  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  it  was  ailerted  by  Mr.  Alderman  Watfon,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, that,  although  the  Briti^i  Weft  Indi^  Iflands  could  not  yet  be  wholly  fupplled  with  pro- 
viiions  and  lumber  without  the  aid  of  America,  he  was  confident  that,  in  a  verj  fhort  time^ 
Canada  would  be  abla  to  furnifli  them  wholly  with  prbvilions,  and  New  .BruHfwick  with 
lumber. 

It  had  been  refolved,  in  the  month  of  OAober  1787,  wh^n  his  Ms(jefty  had  reafon  to  be 
alarmed,  and  to  look  with  more  than  common  anxiety  to  the  fafety  ap4  pref<;rvation  of  every 
part  of  the  BritiOi  dominions,  to  fend  out  four  additional  regiments  foi*  the  better  prote£tion 
of  our  Indian  pofleffions ;  nor  was  the  de(ign  taken  up  as  a  temporary,  but  with  a  view  to  a 
permanent  eftablifhment  of  his  Majefty's  troops  in  India*  At  that  time,  no  unwillingnefs  to 
receive  the  regiments  on  board  the  Company^s  (hips  and  provide  for  their  fupport  in  India,  had 
been  intimated  by  the  Court  of  Directors ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  'meaUiire  had  been  con^ 
fidered  as  a  wife  one,  and  the  fuggeftion  of  it  had  given  univeri^i  fatisfaftion.  Since,  how- 
ever, the  threatening  ftorm  had  been  difperfed,  far  dif&rent  fentiments  prevailed.  Some  of 
the  Directors,  at  leaft,  were  of  opinion,  that  unlefs  they  made  a  requiiition  to^overpment 
for  further  military  affiftance,  they  had  it  in  their  option  to  bear,  or  tp  refufe  to  bear^  the  ex- 
pence  of  any  additional  regiments  of  his  Majefty's  army  which  might  be  fent  to  India ;  and  this 
opinion* Teemed  .to  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  grounded  on  the  aft  of  1781,  by  which  the  Eaft 
India  Cojnpany  were  bound  to  pay  for  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  troops  as  had,  by  their  requiiition^ 
been  fent  to  India.  This  idea  had  been  much  agitated  without  doors,  aiid  the  Direftors  had 
thought  proper  to  confult  different  Counfel  of  eminence  on  the  fubjeft» 

In  this  bufinefs  two  queftions  naturdly  arofe.' — Firft,  Whether  the  King  had  a  right  to  fend 
his  troops  to  any  part  of  his  dominions ;  and  fecondly,  If  he  fent  them  to  India,  who  ought 
to  defray  the  expence  ?  That  his  Majefty  had  an  undoubted  right,  by  his  royal  prerogative,  to 
.<}ired  the  diftribution  of  his  army,  no  one  can,  with  any  colour  of  reafon^  difpute.  The' 
only  point,  therefore,  which  offered  itfelf  for  difcuffion  was,  whether,  if  his  Majefty,  by 
virtue  of  bis  prerogative,  thought  proper  to  fend  four  additional  regiments  to  India,  the  ex- 
pence  of  fending  them,  and  their  fuppoitt  ought  to  be  provided  foi^  out  pf  tlie  revenues  of 
India,  which  they  proteAed.  It  was  certainly  the  opinion  of  Minifters,  that  by  the  aft  of 
1784,  the  authority  and  power  of  the  Court  of  Direftors,  touching  the  military  and  political 
concerns  of  India,  and  alfo  the  colleftion,  management,  and  application  of  the  revenues  o£ 
the  territorial  pofteflions,  was  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Controul,  which  might  direft  the 
appropriation  of  thefe  revenues,  in  the  manner  that  to  them  Ihould  appear  to  be  moft  for  the 
public  advantage  ;  but  as  doubtS' had  been  entertained  by  others,  and  the  opinions  of  Counfel, 
confinhin^  thofe  doubts,  had  been  taken,  all  of  which  had  gone  abroad  into  the  world,  it  was  ^ 
confidered  as  a  neceffiiry  meafure  to  call  upon  At  different  branches  of  the  legiiUture  tg  remove 
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J 788  tbofe  doubts  in  the  moft  effeAual  way  by  a  bill..  It  was  certainly  very  evident  that,  on  Uie 
prefent  occaiion,  the  four  regiments  might,  on  board  the  Company's  fhips,  be  fent  out  to 
.  India  at  a  very  inconiiderable  expence ;  whereas,  if  tranfports  had  been  fpecially  provided  for 
that  purpofe,  the  expence  muft  have  been  enormous.  To  oblige  the  Company,  therefore,  to 
pay  the  expence  out  of  their  Indian  revenue$,  as  had  already  been  intimated  to  them  by  the 
Commiflioners  of  Controul,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  on  the  5th  of  February, 
*'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  removing  any  doubts  refpefting  tlie  power  of  the 
commiflioners  for  the  affairs  of  India^  to  dire&  that  the  expence  of  railing,  tranfporting,  and* 
maintaining  fuch  troops  as  Qiay  be  judged  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Britifh  territories 
and  pofleffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  ihould  be  defrayed  out  of  the  revenues  ariiing  from  the  faid 
territories  and  poileffions."  This  bill  was  fupported  and  oppofcd  in  every  ftage  of  it  by  all  the  • 
great  abilities  of  both  houfes,  and  at  length  received  the  Royal  allent. 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  wool,  underwent,  in  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  a  great 
deal  of  parliamentary  difcuilion,  both  in  debate  and  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe.  The  queftion 
feemed  to  turn  upon  the  fuperior  claim  to  advantage  poifciled  by  the  wool-grower  and  the  ma- 
nufaAurer.  It  appeared,  after  all,  from  the  arguments  on  both  (ides,  that  the  wool-grower 
had  but  little  to  hope,  and  the  manufaAurers  much  to  fear  from  its  rejection ;  it  was  therefore 
a  more  prudent  meafure  to  keep  pace  with  the  fears  that  were  great,  than  with  the  hopes  that 
were  little.     The  bill  accordingly  pafled. 

On  the  6th  day  of  May,  the  following  refolutions,  relative  to  tlie  Eaft  India  Company,  were 
agreed  to  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  ' 

"  Firftt  That  it  appears,  that  the  fum  total  of  debts  owing  by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  ia 
the  different  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  exclufive  of  the  fums  for  which  bills  have  been 
granted,- payable  on  the  Court  of  Directors  at  home,  in  purfuance  of  their  orders  of  the  15th  pf^ 
September,  1785,  amounted,  according  to  the  lateft  accounts  received  in  England,  to  the  fum 
of  7  crore,  62  lacks,  21,563  current  rupees. 

<*  Secondly,  That  it  appears,  that  tlie  annual  amount  of  intereft  payable  on  the  faid  debts 
in  India,  was  53  lacks,  53,341  current  rupees. 

♦*  Thirdly,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  the 
provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  OriiTa,  and  from  Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  heads  of  mint 
or  coinage  duties,  poft  office  colle£tions,  Benares  revenue,  Oude  fubiidy,  land  revenues,  cuf- 
toms,  and  the  receipts  for  the  fales  of  fait  and  opium,  amounted,  on  the  average  of  three  years, 
from  178^  to  1 784^  to  the  fum  of  5  crorc,  21  lacks,  88,146  current  rupees. 

**  Fourthly,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  charges  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  and  in  Benares  and  Oude,  under  the 
heads  of  civil,  military  and  marine,  the  charges  of  collefting  the  revenues  and  cuftoras,  and 
the  advances  and  charges  on  account  of  fait  and  opium,  for  the  year  178  J  are  eftimated,  by 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Bengal,  to  amount  to  3  crore,  6  laicks,  62,401  current 
rupees. 

•*  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,,  in  the  4)rovi noes 
of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifia,  and  from  Benares  and  Oude,  undjer  the  heads  of  mint  or  coin- 
age duties,  poft  office  collections,  Benares  revenue,  Oude  fubiidy,  land  revenue,  cuftoms,  and 
.    the  receipts  from  tlie  fales  of  fait  and  opium,  which  were  eftimated,  for  the  year  178-5.,  to 
.    \.  amount,  in  the  whole,  to  3  crorc,  85  lacks,  1,858  current  rupees,  amounted  ia  the  whole  for 
the  faid  year,  to  3  crore,  99  lack^,.  191 7  iO  current  Rupees, 
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17S8  **.  Sixthly,  That  it  appears,  that  the  charges  defrayed  by  the  faid  Company  in  the  faid  pro- 
vinces, and  ill  Benares  and  Oude  under  the  refpeftive  heads  of  civil,  military  and  marine,  the 
charges  of  buildings  and  fortifications,  of  colIe£ling  the  revenues  and  cuftoms,  and  the  ad- 
vances and  charges  on  account  of  fait  and  opium,  which  were  cftimated,  for  the  year  lyS-f-,  to 
amount  in  the  whole,  to  i  crore,  93  lacks,  36,103  current  rupees,  amounted  in  the  whole  for 
the  faid  year,  to  i  crore,  98  lacks,  89,933  current. rupees. 

•*  Seventhly,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  at  the. 
Prefidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  the  (ettlements  fubordinate  thereto,  and  in  the  Carnatic 
and  Northern  Circars,  under  the  heads-  of  mint  or  coinage  duties,  fea  or  land  cuftoms,  fubiidy 
of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  land  revenues,  and  farms  and  licences,  amount- 
ed,  on  an  average  of  three  years,  from  178I  to  1784^,  to  the  fum  of  25  lacks,  76,805  pagodas, 

*•  Eighthly,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  at  the 
Prcfidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  the  fettlements  fubordinate  thereto,  and  in  the  Carnatic 
and  Northern  Circars,  under  the  fame  heads,  for  the  year  178I,  are  efti mated,  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  of  Madras,  to  amount  to  the  fum  of  32  lacks,  73>04i  pagodas. 

*^  Ninthly,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  charges  to  be  defrayed  by  the  faid  Company, 
at  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  in  the  Carnatic  and  Northern  Circars,  under  the  re- 
fpeftive  heads  of  civil,  military,  buildings  and  fortifications,  and  the  charges  of  collcfling  the 
revenues  and  cuftoms  for  the  year  178-J-,  are  eftimated,  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Ma- 
dras, to  amount  to  the  fum  of  31  lacks,  77,785  pagodas, 

««  Tenthly,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  at  the 
prefidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  fettlements  fubordinate  thereto,  under  the  heads  of  land  reve- 
nues, cuftoms  and  farms  or  licences,  for  the  year  1784-,  are  eftimated,  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  Bombay,  at  the  fum  of  11  lacks,  76,601  Bombay  rupees. 

*V  Eleventh,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  charges  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, at  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  fettlements  fubordinate  thereto,  in  the  year  178-J., 
are  eftimated,  by  the  Governor  and  Council  at  Bombay,  at  36  lacks,  5.1,245  Bombay  rupees. 

•*  Twelfth,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  at  the 
Prefidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  and  its  dependencies,  arifing  from  cuftoms,  farms  and  li- 
cences, amounted,  oa.an  average  of  three  years,. from ,1781  to.  178-!^  to  the  fum  of  10,115 
dollars-" 

The  humanity  of  Parliament,  fupported  by  th^tof  the  nation,  had,  during  this  feilion,  paid' 
a  very  particular  attention  to  that  branch  of  commerce  which  relates  to  a  traffic  in  the  humaii 
fpecie.  The  flive  trade  has  long  been  confidered  as  difgraceful  to  an  enlightened  age,  and  in 
this  country  a  fpkit  is  arifen  which  fcems  bent  on  annihilating  it  altogether,  or  fo  changing 
the  nature  of  it,  as  to  blend  humanity  with  the  policy.  It  was,  however,  a  fubjeft  of  too 
comprchenfive  a  nature,  and  too  materially  connefted  with  our  African  commerce  and  Weft 
India  colonies,  to  come  to  an  immediate  decifion  upon  it;  The  philanthropic  fpirit  of  Par- 
liament, therefore,  was  obliged  to  content  itfelf  for  the  prefent  with  a  temporary  bill  taregu-- 
late  the  fhipping  and  carryi-^g  flavcs  in  Britifli  veffels  from  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  final  arr 
rangement  of  this  important  bufiaefs,  in  which  the  honour  of  the, Britiih  commerce  and  the 
Britiih  charafter,  as  well  as  the  happinefs  of  millions  of  our  fable  African  brethren  is  involved, 
will  take  place  at  a  period  to  whicli  this  volume  will  not  reach.  The  paffing  this  bill  was  the 
laft  afl  of  the  feffion,  which  was  concluded  on  the  iilh  of  July  by  a  gracious  fpcech  fromihc 
th'.oiie. 

The 
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1788      The  following  ar^  the  principal  articles  in  the  ttrafy  of  cotnnaeree,  entered  into  between  Por- 
tugaland  Ruflia,  which  was  ralificd  the  18th  of  June,  1788. 

'*  Article  II.  The  fubjcfts  of  Portugal  Iball  enjoy  in  Ruflia  a  pcrfeft  liberty  of  confcience, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  that  full  tolerance  which  is  there  granted  to  all  religions  ;  they 
Ihali  freely  difcharge  their  duties,  and  attend  to  the  worfhip  of  their  religion,  as  well  in  their 
own  houfes  as  the  public  churches  eftablifhed  there,  without  at  any  time  experiencing  the  leaft 
difficulty  in.that  refpeft.  The  fubjefts  of  Ruflia,  in  like  manner,  fliall  never  be  diiVurbcd  111 
Portugal  in  regard  to  their  religion,  and  they  (hall  have  obferved  towards  them,  in  this  point, 
what  is  praftifed  with  the  fubjcfts  of  other  nations  of  a  difl^erent  communion,  particularly  with 
thofe  of  Great  Britain.  * 

"  IIL  Their  Majcfties  mutually  engage  to  procure  to  the  refpeftive  fubjefts  of  each  other, 
all  the  facilities,  afliftance,  and  protection  neCeffary  to  the  progrefs  of  their  reciprocal  com- 
merce, ahd  above  all  of  a  direft  navigation  between  the  two  ftates  in  all  places  tinder  their  do- 
minion, where  navigation  and  commerce  are  actually  or  hereafter  may  be  permitted  to  the 
other  European  nations  :  but,  in  all  cafes  wherein  the  prefent  treaty  Ihall  not  ftipulate  fome 
exemptions  or  privileges  in  favour  of  the  refpeftive  fubjefts,  they  muft  fubmit,  in  their  com- 
merce, as  well  by  fea,  land,  or  on  the  rivers,  to  the  office  tariffs,  as  alfo  to  the  laws,  cuftoms, 
and  regulations  of  the  place  where  they  (hall  find  themfelves. 

*•  IV.  In  all  the  ports  of  the  refpeftive  ftates  where  entry  and  commerce  arc  open  to  Euro- 
pean nations,  the  high  contrafting  powers  (hall  have  a  right  to  eftablifh  confuls-general,  con* 
fuls,  and  vice-confuls  for  the  advantage  of  their  commercial  fubjefts  :  the  faid  confuls-general, 
confuls,  and  vice-confuls,  (hall  there  enjoy  all  the  protedion  of  the  laws ;  and  though  they 
fhall  not  exercife  any  kind  of  jurifdiftion,  they  may  neverthelefs  be  chofen,  at  the  will  of  the 
parties,  as  arbitrators  of  their  difierences;  but  it  ihall  always  be  free  to  the  fame  parties  to  ad- 
drefs  themfelves  on  preference  to  the  tribunal  deftined  for  commerce,  or  other  tribunals,  to 
which  the  faid  confuls-gencral,  confuls,  and  vice-confuls,  in  what  concerns  their  own  affairs, 
ihall  be  equally  fubordinate ;  and  they  (hall  never  be  chofen  among  the  native  fubjefts  of  the 
power  with  whom  they  refidc,  unlefs  an  expfefs  p^rmifEon  be  obtained  to  admit  them  in  that 
equality. 

".  V.  The  fubjefts  of  the  two  contrafting  powers  may  aflemble  in  the  refpeftive  dates  with 
their  conful  in  a  faftory,  and  make  among  themfelves,  for  the  common  intereft  of  the  body, 
fuch  convenient  arrangeftients  as  (hall  not  be  contrary  to  the  laws,  ftatutes,  or  regulations  of 
the  country  or  place  where  they  (hall  be  eftablifhed. 

«*  VI.  The  commercial  fubjefts  of  the  two  high  contrafting  powers  (hall  pay  for  their  mer- 
chandize, in  the  refpeftive  ftates,  thofe  duties  and  other  rights  fixed  by  the  tariffs  aftually  in 
fprce,  or  which  will  exift  at  any  time  to  come :  but  to  the  end  that  their  commerce  may  be 
more  and  more  encouraged,  they  have  agreed  on  both  fides  to  grant  the  following  advantages  : 

**  I.  On  the  part  of  Ruffia.  That  the  fubjefts  of  Portugal  may  pay  thecuftom-houfc 
duties,  throughout  the  whole  empire  ofRu(&a,  in  the  current  money  of  Ruflia,  valuing  the 
rixdollarat  125  copecs,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  them,  as  heretofore,  in  effeftive  rixdol- 
lars,  with  exception  only  of  the  city  and  port  of  Riga,  where,  according  to  the  tenor  of  or- 
dinances aftually  in  force,  the  fubjefts  of  Ruffia  themfelves  muft  pay  the  cuftom-houfe  duties> 
foreveryfpecies  of  merchandize,  in  effeftive  rixdoUars.  , 

*«  z.  All  wines  the  growth  of  Portugal,  or  of  the  ifles  of  Madeira  and  the  Azores,  imported 
at  Ruflia  in  Portuguefe  or  Ru^an  yeffels,  or  for  account  of  Fortuguefe  or  Ruffian  fubje£ts« 
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1768  fliall  not  fay  as  daty  of  entcy  more  than  four  rubles  and  fifty  copccs  per  barriqae  of  ik  ankers  f 
but  neither. fhall  enjoy  this  advantage  except  on  producing  certificates  from  the  conful  of 
Ruiliat  or  in  defeft  of  him,  from  the  cuftom-houfe  or  magiilrate  of  the  place  from  whence 
the  faid  wines  fhall  be  difpatched,  which  muft  demonilrate  that  they  are  veritably  the  growth 
of  the  places  above-mentioned,  and  for  account  of  Portuguefe  or  Rufiian  fubjefts.  As  Xo  the 
^  wines  above-mentioned,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  Ruilia,  in  other  foreign  fhips,  the  ge- 
neral tariff  prefcribed  on  this  fubje  A  will  be  adhered  to.  . 

**  3.  Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias  confents  that  Portuguefe  fhips  fhall  import 
every  year,  at  Riga  and  Revel,  during  the  continuance  of  the  prcfent  treaty,  6,000  lafls  of 
Portugal  fait,  paying  for  that  commodity  but  half  the  duty  fixed  by  the  tariffs  exifting,  or 
which  hereafter  may  exift,  ih  the  above  ports ;  if  they  fhould,  however,  import  a  greater  quan- 
tity, tl^ey  fhall  pay  for  the  furplus  the  entire  cuftoip-houfe  duties  without  any  diminution. 
As  to  the  rcfly  Portuguefe  fhips  fhall  enjoy,  this  advantage  only  on  condition  of  producing  cer« 
tificates  in  due  form,  proving  that  the  faid  fait  is  truly  the  produft  of  PoV'tugal,  that  it  has  been 
exported  dire£ily  in  Portuguefe  veflels,  and  on  account  of  Portugal  or  Rullian  fubjeds.  But 
if  .by  raifing  the  duties  it  is  fopnd  that  the  privileged  quantity  of  fait  imported  into  the  two 
potts  of  Riga  and  Revel  fhall  together  exceed,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  the  6,oop  lafts 
agreed  upon  (which  will  be  againfl  the  fpirit  of  this  treaty)  the  two  courts  will  adopt  between 
themarrangements  to  prevent  fuch  abufes  thereafter. 
f  "VII.  In  reciprocity  of  the  above  conccflions,  her  Mofl  Faithful  Majefty  grants  to  the 

fubjeds  of  Ruffia  the  following  advants^es  : 

**  I.  Ruffian  merchants,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  efiablifhcd  in  Portugal,  fhall  have  thepri* 
"vil^e  of  confervatory  judges  on  the  fame  footing  as  according  to  the  Englifh  nation ;  but,  if 
lier  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  fhould  think  it  proper  to  make  a  new  regulation  o^i  this  fubjeA  for 
all  foreign  negotiants  eftablifhed  in  her  ftates,  without  exception,  the  fubje^s  of  Ruffia  muft 
fubmit  thereto. 

**  2.  They  fhall  alfo  have  a  right  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  junto  of  commerce  on  mer- 
cantile affairs,  where  a  prompt  and  ftrift  juftice  will  be  rendered,  after  the  verification  of  fafts, 
without  the  other  formalities  in  ordinary  proceedings,  according  to  the  laws  and  ufages  prac- 
tifed  amongft  merchants ;  for  which  puirpofc  her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  will  grant,  when  occa- 
fions  prefent  therafelves,  the  iieceflary  jurifdidion  to  the  above-mentioned  junto  of  commerce* 

*'  3.  Portuguefe  or  Ruffian  negotiants  (hall  only  pay  half  the  duties  of  entry  (under  what- 
ever denominations  they  may  be)  as  they  are  fixed  by  the  tariffs  and  ordinances  which  aSually 
or  fhall  hereafter  exift  in  Portugal,  on  the  produftions  of  Rviffia  fpecified  hereunder,  when 

% 

imported  in  Portuguefe  or*Ruffian  vefleJs,  and  for  account  of  Portuguefe  or  Ruflianfubjefts  ; 
to  wit:  all  forts  of  plants  and  timbers  defigned  for.the  conftrudtion  of  fhips,  the  mafts  com- 
prifed  therein  ;  hemp;  the  grain  aad.pil  of  hemp  and  linfeed  ;  bars. of  iron  of  all  forts  and  ' 
'drmcnfions;  iron  hoops  ar'e  comprifed,  alfoanchors,  cannons,  bullets,  and  bombs :  but  the 
refpeftive  fubjcfts  will  not  enjoydiminution  ofimpoft  fave  on  proving  (by  ccrtififcates  in  due 
form  from^the  Portuguefe  conful,^  ^r  in  defcft-of  him,  from  the  cuftom'^heuie  or  niagiftrate  of 
the  quarter  whence  the  above  merchandize  fhall  be'fcnt)  that  they  are  really  the  produft  or 
manufafture  of  Koffia,  and  exported  on  account  of  Portuguefe  or 'Rdffian  fubjefts.  Thofc 
advantages  will  not  be  allowed  to  other  foreignlhips- which  (hall  import  irrto  Portugal  faid  - 
merchandize  of -Ruffia,  but  wliat'tlie  general  tariffs  prefcribo  in.thisrefpeft  will  be  adhe- 
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1788       **  4.  If  during  this  treaty  her  Moft  Faithfnl  Majefty  grints  to  the  (hips  of  another  nation 

ar>y  diminution  of  the  duties  on  exportation  of  wines,  the  Roflian  thips  Ihall  enjoy  the  fame 
benefit  on  wines  exported  to  the  ports  of  Kuffia. 

*'  VIH.  Bcfidcs  the  reciprocal  advantages  ftipulatcd  by  the  preceding  Articles,  the  high  con- 
trafting  parlies  have  further  thought  proper,  for  the  better  encouragement  of  a  diredl  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  between  the  Portuguefe  and  Ruffian  nations,  to  grant  to  their  refpedtive 
fubjc£ls  the  following  privileges  :— Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  agrees  to  a  diminution  of  half 
the  cuilom  duties  fixed  by  the  exifling  tariffs,  or  any  which  may  hereafter  exift,  on  the  mer- 
chandize of Ruffiafpccified  under,  when  imported  dircdly  from  Ruffia  into  Portugal,  to  wit: 
fail  cloths  of  linen,  named  Olaams,  or  Flaemifch,  Ravendoucs,  and  Calamandars ;  on  condi- 
tion of  proving  by  certificates  in  due  form,  that  the  faid  rocrchandifes  are  truly  the  proda6t  of 
Ruflia,  imported  dircflly  in  Portuguefe  or  Ruffian  veflcls,  and  for  account  of  Portuguefe  or 
Ruffian  fubjefts. 

^*  To  reciprocate  thofe  advantages,  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias  grants  a  diminu- 
tion of  half  the  duties  w^hich  do  or  may  hereafter  exift  in  her  ftates  on  the  following  mcrchan- 
difcs  of  Portugal,  when  imported  direflly  from  Portugal  into  Ruffia,  viz.  oilof  olives,  Brazil 
indigo,  the  tobacco  of  Brazil  in  powder,  rolls,  or  leaf,  on  condition  of  proving  in  like  man- 
ner, by  proper  certificates,  that  the  faid  merchandifes  are  really  the  produds  of  Portugal,  ex- 
ported in  Portuguefe  or  Ruffian  veflcls,  and  for  account  of  Portuguefe  and  Ruffian  fabjeds. 

*^  IX.  As  there  are  other  efk&s  and  merchandifes,  the  produ£lion  and  manufadure  of  Por- 
tugal and  her  colonies,  and  of  RulTia  and  her  domains  and  conquefts,  which  may  augment  the 
navigation  and  commerce  of  the  two  nations^  and  contribute  to  their  mutual  advantage,  their 
Moft  Faithful  and  Imperial  Majcfties,  taking  this  object  into  their  high  confideration,  have 
ordered  their  refpeftive  Minifters  to  examine  and  confult  on  all  and  every  of  the  faid  efFe£ts 
and  merchandifes ;  and  from  all  that  fhall  be  adjufted  and  agreed  on  one  part  and  the  other,  new 
articles  will  be  made,  which,  when  approved  of  and  ratified  by  the  two  contracting  powers, 
ihall  become  a  part  of  this  treaty,  as  if  included  and  tranfcribed  therein  word  for  word." 

Def.ek8iv£  AxLiAN'CE  between  His  Majejiy  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  their 

High  Mightinejfes  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces. 
^<  The  mutual  and  fincere  friendftiip,  which  has  fo  long  fubfifled  between  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Lords  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  having  been 
increafed  and  firengthened  by  the  intereft,  which  his  Britannic  Majefty  has  lately  manifefted  in 
the  preferyation  of  the  independence  of  the  Republic,  and  of  its  legal  conftitution,  his  faid 
Majefty,  and  the  faid  Lords  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  have  refolved,  in  or- 
der to  cement,  in  the  moft  folid  and  lafting  manner,  the  good  harmony,  confidence  and  cor- 
refpondence  between  them,  to  form  permanent  engagements^  by  a  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance, 
for  the  good  of  both  parties,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  general  tranquillity,  as  well  as  of 
their  own  in  particular.  To  accomplifh  fo  falutary.a  purpofe,  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  has  named  and  authorifed  Sir  James  Harris,  Privy  Councillor,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
Member  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  Majefty's  Ambaflador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  to  their  High  Mightinefles ;  and  their  High  Mightineflcs  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  have  named  and  authorized  their  Deputies  for  Foreign  Affairs ;  who, 
after  communicating  to  each  other  their  full  powers  in  due  form,  and  having  conferred  to- 
gether^  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

z  *«  Art,  I.  There 
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'*  Art.  L  There  fliallbe  a  fincerc,  firm,  and  canftant  friendlhip  and  union  betweeri  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs*  and  the  Lords  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, fo  that  the  high  contrafting  parties  ihali  dir«£t  their  utmoft  attention  to  maintain  this 
mutual  attention  and  correfpondence  between  them,  and  their  dominions  and  fubjefls  ;  and 
they  engage  to  contribute,  as  far  as  (hall  be  in  their  power,  mutually  to  prefcrve  and  defend 
each  other  in  peace  and  tranquillity. 

«*  II.  Incafeeither  of  the  high  contraAing  parties  ftiould  be  hoftilcly  attacked  by  any  Euro- 
ropean  power,  in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfoevcr,  the  other  contrafting  party  engages  to  fuc- 
cour  its  ally,  as  well  by  fca  as  by  land,  in  order  to  maintain  and  guaranty  each  other  mutually 
in  the  pofleilion  of  ail  the  dominions,  territories,  towns,  places,  franchifes  and  liberties,  which 
belonged  to  them  refpe£tively  before  the  commencement  of  hofiilities. 

**  III.  His  Britannic  Majcfty  guaranties,  in  the  moft  efFeftual  manner,  the  Hereditary' Stad- 
holdcratc,  as  well  as  the  office  of  Hereditary  Governor  of  each  Province  in  the  Serene  Houfc 
of  Orange^  with  ail  the  rights  and. prerogatives  tliereto  belongings  as  forming  an  eHential  part 
of  the  conftitution  of  the  United  Provinces,  according  to  the  rcfolutions  and  diplomas  of  the 
years  1747  and  1748,  by  virtup  of  which  the  prcfent  Stadholder  entered  into  the  pofTeflioki  of 
thofe  offices  in  1766,  and  was  reinflated  therein  in  1788;  engaging  to  niainuin  that  form  of 
'  government  agaiiift  all  attacks  and  enterprifes,  dire£t  or  indirect,  of  whatfoever  nature  they 

may  be. 

**  IV.  The  fuccours  mentioned  in  the  fecond  article  of  this  Treaty  of  Defenfive  Alliance, 
Ihall  coniift,  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  of  ^,000  infantry,  2,000  cavalry,  12  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  8  frigates ;  and,  on  the  part  of  the  States  General,  of  5,000  infantry,  1,000 
cavalry,  8  (hips  of  the  line,  and  8  frigates  :  which  refpe£live  fuccours  ihall  be  furniihed  in  the 
fpace  of  two  months  after  requifition  made  by  the  party  attacked,  and  fhall  remain  at  its  dif- 
po(al  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  war  in  which  it  (hall  be  engaged,  whilfl:  thofe  fuc- 
cours (whether  (hips  and  frigates,  or  troops)  Ihail  be  paid  and  niainuined  by  tlie  power  of 
whom  they  (hall  be  required,  where-ever  its  ally  (hall  employ  them. 

<«  V.  In  cafe  the  ftipulated  fuccours  (hould  not  be  fufficicnt  for  the  defence  of  the  power 
requiring  them,  the  power  to  whom  requifition  (hall  be  made,  (hall  fucceifively  augment  them, 
according  to  the  wants  of  its  ally,  whom  it  (hall  affilt,  even  with  its  whole  force,  if  circum- 
ftances  (hould  render  it  ncceflary ;  but  it  is  exprefsly  agreed,  in  all  cafes,  that  the  contingent 
of  the  Lords  the  States  General  (hall  not  exceed  10,000  infantry,  2,000  cavalry,  16  (hips  of 
the  line,  and  16  frigates. 

<*  VI.  Rut  as  it  may  happen  (confidering  the  diftance  of  (everal  of  the  pofle(Iions  of  the  two 
highcontrafting  parties)  that  the  advantages  which  ought  to  refult  to  them  reciprocally  from 
the  conclufion  of  the  preTcnt  treaty,  may  become  illufory,  unlefs  meafures  can  be  taken  for  the 
mutual  defence  of  .thofe  po(re(fions,  before  their  refpeftive  governors  could  receive  orders  from 
Europe  for  that  purpofe ;  it  is  ftipulated  and  agreed,  that  In  cafe  either  of  them  (hould  be  hof- 
tilely  attacked,  or  even  menaced  with  an  hoftile  attack,  in  its  poflcflions,  whether  in  Africa  or 
iti  Aliai  by  an  European  power,  the  governors  of  their  fettlemcnts  in  thofe  two  parts  of  the 
•world  (hall  be  enjoined  to  concert  together  the  fuccour  to  be  furni(hed,  and,  in  cafe  of  need 
to  furni(h  fuch  fuccour,  in  the  moft  fpcedy  and  cffcftual  manner,  to  the  party  attacked  5  and 
that  orders  to  that  efFeft  (hall  be  expedited  to  the  faid  governors  immediately  after  the  conclu- 
fion of  the  prefent  tieaty :  and  in  cafe  the  two  high  contrafting  parties  (hould  be  obliged  to 
Vol.  IV.  4  R  -  furniih 
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i7tt  imniiikfllm  ^hnbid  ftKcemtf  Aqr  Ihatt  not  permit  die  iliips  of  war,  ofwbatnatnreiliej 

be^  of  the  power  atocking,  to  enter  ioto  any  of  Aetr  ports  in  the  afeidind  fectleaients,  until 
peace  ihatt  be  reftortd  between  the  party  anacking*  and  the  ally  of  tbe  oontsaAii^  P*'^* 
vnlefr  the  (aid  Teflels  be  forced  to  take  ttfagt  therey  to  aroid  perifliii^,  or  being  lhip« 
wrecked* 

*«  VIL  If  itftonld  happen  that  the  two  high  contiaaing  pardes  ihall  be  equally  inrolred  ia 
a  war  agatnft  a  common  enemy,  they  reciprocally  promife  each  odier  not  to  dilann  bitt  by  com- 
mon content ;  and  they  ihall  communicate  to  each  other  confidentially  the  propolals  for  a 
peace,  or  trace,  which  maybe  made* 

**  VIIL  If  the  high  contrafting  pardes  prefer  fomifliing  their  fncconrs  of  troops  in  money, 
they  Ihall  be  at  liberty  on  each  fide  fo  to  do ;  and  then  fnch  focconrs  Ihall  be  computed  at 
100,000  florins^  Dotch  currency,  per  annum,  for  i,ooo  infantry,  and  at  120,000  florins,  of 
the  like  ralne,  for  1,000  caralry,  per  annum,  and  in  the  lame  proportion  by  the  month* 

^  IX.  The  power  requiring  Ihall  be  obliged,  whether  the  (hips,  frigates  and  troops  with 
which  it  fliall  hare  been  furnilhcd,  remain  for  a  loi^  or  fliort  time  in  its  ports,  to  provide 
whatever  they  may  want,  at  the  fame  price  as  if  they  beloi^ed  to  fnch  power  itfelf.  It  has 
been  agreed,  that  the  (aid  troops  or  fliips  ihall  not,  in  any  cafe,  be  at  the  expence  of  the  party 
requiring,  but  that  they  ihall  nevertheleis  remain  at  its  difpoial,  during  the  whole  continu- 
ance of  the  war  in  which  it  (hall  be  engaged.  The  fuccours  aboTe-mentioned  ihall,  with  re^ 
ffcSt  to  diicipUne,  be  fubjeft  to  die  orders  of  the  chief  officer  who  commands  them ;  and  they 
ihall  not  be  employed  ieparately,  or  otherwife  than  in  concert  with  the  (aid  commanding  of- 
ficer :  with  reprd  to  the  operations,  they  ihall  be  wholly  fubjcft  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  power  requiring. 

**  X«  It  is  agreed,  that  until  the  two  powers  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  each 
other,  the  fubjefts  of  the  Republic  ihail  be  treated,  in  th^  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, as  the  moil  favoured  nation  ;  and  the  fame  fliall  be  obferved  in  the  United  Provinces  to- 
wards the  fubjeAs  of  bis  Britannic  Majeily.  It  is,  however,  to  be  underftood,  that  this  arti- 
cle is  not  to  extend  to  a  diminution  of  the  import  duties  payable  upon  linens.  ** 

''  XL  Whereas  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  figned  in  the  month  of  June, 
1784,  his  Britannic  Majefty  engages  to  treat  with  the  Lords  the  Sutes  General  for  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  Negapatnam,  with  its  dependencies,  in  cafe  the  faid  Lords  the  States  General  (hould  in 
fotnrc  have  any  equivalent  to  give;  and  whereas  their  High  Mighcinefles  have  now  renewed 
their  requeft  for  obtaining  that  reftitution,  as  well  as  for  fettling  and  determining  precifely  the 
bnk  of  the  (ixtb  article  of  that  treaty,  concerning  the  navigation  of  Britifh  fubjefts  in  the 
Eaftem  ieas ;  hit  Britannic  Majeily,  in  order  to  manifeft  his  good-will  towards  the  Republic, 
is  difpofed  to  concur  in  tbefe  defires  of  their  High  Mightineiles,  and  even  to  fecure  to  the  Re- 
public additional  snd  real  commercial  advantages  in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  foon  as  an  equi- 
valent for  thofe  obje£ts  can  be  agreed  upon ;  in  return  for  which,  his  Briunnic  Majefty  will 
require  nothing  but  what  is  favourable  to  the  reciprocal  ineerefts  and  fecurity  of  the  contracting 
parties  in  the  Indies  :  and,  to  prevent  the  negotiations  for  fuch  arrangements  from  retarding 
lUc  condufion  of  the  prefcnt  treaty,  it  is  agreed  that  they  fhall  be  begun  as  foon  as  poilible, 
and  be  concluded  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months  from  the  date  of  the  prefent  treaty;  and  that  the 
convention  to  be  made  thereon  jCbali  have  the  fame  foroe  as  if  it  was  inlcrled  in  the  treaty 
itfelf.  "     ' 
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X788      ^  Xn.  The  prerent  tre»t]r1fi»U  be  rttifted  on  each  fide,  and  the  exchuige  of  the  ratlfica-t 
tk>ns  iluU  be  made  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  or  fooncr,  if  it  can  be  done. 
*•  Done  at  the  Hague  tlK  X 5th  of  ApriJ,  1788. 


i. 


<<  (L.  S.)  James  Harris. 


**  (L.  S.)  J.  W.  CoMTE  pE  Welderen. 
"  (L.  S,)  W.  F.  H.  VAN  Wassenaer. 
*•  ^L.  S.)  L.  P.  VAN  D^  Spiegel. 

**    (L.  S.)    GuiLLAUME  DE  ClTTERS. 

<*  (L.  S.)  W.N.  Pesters. 
**  (L.  S.)  Charles  Bigot. 

"   (L.  $.)   M.  B.C.  VAN  VOERST  V.  BOROEL. 


The  following  Treaty  httween  the  King  of  Gnat  Britain  and  the  King  $f  Pruffia^  wasjigned 

on  the  1 3/A  ofAuguJl  in  the  prefent  Tear. 

^*  Article  I.  There  fliall  be  a  perpetual,  firm  and  unalterable  friendfiiip,  defenfive  alliance, 
and  drift  and  inviolable  union,  together  with  an  intimate  and  perfeft,  faarmOAy  and  eork'ef- 
pondence  between  the  faid  Moft  Serene  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Pniffiai  their  heirs  and 
faccefibrS)  and  their  refpeAive  kingdoms,  dominions,  pro vinces,  cauntries  and  fiibjefU,  which 
ihall  be  carefully  maintained  and  cultivated,  fo  that  the  contrafting  powers  fiiall  conftantly  em- 
ploy, as  well  their  utmoft  attention,  as  alfo  thofe  means  which  Providence  has  pot  in  their 
power,  for  preferving  at  the  fiime  time  the  public  tranquility  and  fecurity,  for  maintaining 
their  common  interefts,  and  for  their  mutual  defence  and  guaranty  againft  every  hdftile  at- 
tack ;  the  whole  in  conformity  to  the  treaties  ahready  fubfifting  between  the  high  contraAing 
parties,  whidi  fiiall  remain  in  full  force  and  vigour,  and  ihall  be  deemed  to  be  renewed  by  the 
prefent  treaty,  as  far  as  the  fame  (hall  not  be  der(^;ated  from,  with  their  own  confent,  by  pof- 
Iserior  treaties,  or  by  the  prefent  treaty. 

^^  11.  In  confequence  of  the  engagement  contraAed  bj  the  preceding  article,  the  tw«  high 
iMntraAing  parties  fl^dl  always  aA  in  concert  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  tranquillity  ; 
and  in  cafe  either  of  them  ihould  be  threatened  with  an  hoftile  attack  by  any  power  whatever, 
the  other  ihall  employ  his  moft  efficacious  good  offices  for  preventing  hoiHlitiee,  for  procuring 
fatisfaAion  to  the  injured  party,  and  for  effeAing  an  accommodation  in  a  ccmciliatory  manner. 

^*  III.  But  if  thofe  good  offices  ihould  not  have  the  defired  efifeA,  in  the  fpace  of  two 
months,  and  either  of  the  high  contraAtng  parties  ihould  be  hoilileLy  attacked,  molefted,  or 
difittrbed  in  any  of  his  dominions,  rights;  pofleffions,  or  interefts,  or  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, by  fea  or  land,  by  any  European  power,  tlie  other  contraAing  party  engages  to  fuccour 
his  ally  without  delay,  in.order  to  maintain  each  other  rsciprocally  in  die  pofleifioa  of  all  the 
dominions,  territories,  towns  and  places  which  belonged  to  them  before  the  commeneement 
offuohhoftilities.  For  which  end,  if  his  Prufiian  Maje%  ihould  happen  to  be  attacked,  his 
Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ihall  fumiih  to  bis  Majeity  the  King  of  Pniffia  a  fiiccour  of 
16,000  infantry,  and  4,000  cavalry ;  and  if  his  Britannic  Majeftj  ihould  happen  to  be  attacked, 
his  Majefly  the  King  of  Pniifia  ihall  likewife  furnifh  to  him  a  fuccour  of  z6,ooo  infantry,  aiid 
4,000  cavalry ;  which  refpeAive  fuccours  ihaU  be  fumifhed  in  the  fpace  of  two  months  after 
Fequifition  made  by  the  pa^  attacked,  and  thatl  Kmain  at  his  difpofal  duriisg  the  whole  con- 
tin«anGe  of  the  war  in  Which  they  (hall  be  engaged.  '  Thefe  foceours  ihall  be  paid  and  raain- 
Xftiiied  by  ^  required  poweri  wherever  bis  ally  ihall  employ  them,  in  his  dominions,  with 
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1788  filch  bread  and  forage  as  may  be  neceflary,  upon  the  fooliig  to  which  his  own  troops  are  tc« 
cuftomcd, 

**  It  is  ncverthclefs  agreed  between  Ae  high  contrading^  that  if  his  Britannic  Majelly 
Ihould  be  in  the  cafe  of  receiving  the  fuccour  in  troops  from  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  his  Britan- 
nic Majcfty  fhall  not  employ  them  out  of  EUirope,  nor  even  in  the  garrifon  af  Gibraltar. 

"  If  the  injured  and  requiring  party  fbould  prefer  fuccours  in  money  to  land  forces,  he  ihall^ 
have  his  choice ;  and  in  cafe  of  the  two  high  contni£ling  powers  furni(hing  to  each  other  the 
ilipulated  fuccours  in  money,  fuch  fuccours  fhall  be  computed  at  100,000  florifvs,  Dutch  cur- 
rency, per  annum,  for  r,ooo  infantry,  and  at  120,000  lIorins>  of  tl^  like  value,  for  iioooca* 
valry„  per  annum,  or  in  the  fame  proportion  by  the  month. 

**  IV.  In  cafe  tlic  ftipulated  fuccours  Ihould  hot  be  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  rcquir^ 
ing  power,  the  required  power  fhall  augment  them,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  and 
fhall  aflfift  the  former  with  his  whole  force,  if  circumftances  fhall  render  it  ncceflary. 

•*  V,  The  high  contrafting  parties  hereby  renew,  in  tlie  moll  exprefs  terms,  the  provifion« 
al  treaty  or  defenfire  alliance  which  they  concluded  at  Looy  on  the  i3th  of  June  in  the  prefent 
year,,  and  they  again  engage  and  promiie  to  a£t,  at  all  times^  in  concert  and  with  mutual  con- 
fidence, for  maintaining  the  fecurity,  independence  and  government  of  the  Republic  of  the 
United  Provinces,  conformably  to  the  engagements  which  they  have  lately  contraded  with 
the  faid  Republic ;  that  his  to  fay,  his  Britannic  Majefty^  by  a  treaty  concluded  at  the  Hague^! 
on  the  15th.  of  April,  1788,  and  his  Pruflian  Majefly,  by  a  tceaty  (igped  the  fame  day  at  Berlin, 
which  the  faid  high  contrafking  parties  have  communicated  to  each  other. 

^  And  if  it  (hall  happen  that,  by  virtue  of  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid  treaties,  the  high  con-> 
trading  parties  ihould  be  obliged  to  augment  ^he  fuccours  to  be  given  to  the  States  General, 
above  the  mimbers  fpecified  in  the  faid  treaties^  or  to  aifift  them  with  their  whole  force,  the^ 
faid  high  contrafting  parties  will  concert  together  upon  all  that  may  be  necefTary  relative  to 
fuch  augmentation  of  fuccours  to  be  agreed  on,  and  ta  the  employment  of  their  refpcftivc- 
forces  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  the  (aid  Republic. 

^^  In  cafe  either  of  the  faid  liigh  contrafting  parties  fhould,  at  any  time  bereaftetr  be  at- 
tacked, niolefted,  or  diilurbcdin  any  of  bis  dominions,  rights,  poiTefTions,  or  interefls,  in  any 
.  manlier  whatever,  by  fea  or  by  land,  by  any  otlier  power,  in  confequence  and  in  hatred*  of  the 
articles  or  ftipulations  contained  in  the  faid  treaties^,  or  of  the  meafuces  to  be  taken  by  the  faid- 
contrading  parties  refpoflively,.  in  virtue  Qf  tfaQ&  treaities,.  the  other  contrafiing  party  engages 
to  fuccour  and  aflift  bin;  againft  fuch  attack,  m  the  fame  manner,  and.  by  the  faid  fuccours  as^ 
are  ftipulated  in  the  thifd  and  fourth  articles  of  the  prefent  treaty ;  and  the  faid  contracting  par— 
ties^  promife,  in  all  iimilar  cafes,  to  maintain  and  guaranty  each  other  in  the  pofieffion  of  all 
the  dominions^  towns  and  placesi  which,  belonged. tp  them,  refpeftiy^y^cfore  the  commence- 
ment of  fuch  hoftilities."*    .  j' 

The  following  financial  ftatement  made  by  the  Chancelft(lj;,'of  the  ExclUqtfer,  h  at  opce  fa. 
comprehenfive  and  pcrfpicuous,-  and  exhibits  fuch  a  complete,  fair,  and  ^tUfaftory  view  of  thef 
ftate  of  our  national  relburce»  and  expenditure  at  ibis  time,  that  to  curtail  it^  or  give  it  in  any 
ether  manner^wi^uld  be  an  aA  of  injuftice  both  to  our  readers  and  the  abilities  which  prodtuced  it.. 

Mn  Pitt^  faid,.  **  Th^  in  laying  before  the  committee  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  reve* 
nUeS)  and  particularly  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  for  the  year,  he  was  more  than  ufually^ 
anxious  to  gain  their  attention,  and  to  ftiew  them  how  truly  the  calculations  had  been  made^ 
and  ia  how  imall  a  oompafir  of  time  the  influence  of  the  ammgeinent  which  was  adopted  had. 

I  operated! 
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1^85  operated  to  the  eflcntial  benefit  of  the  nation.  The  ftatement  could  not  fail  to  g?vc  univerfal 
fatisfaftion  to  every  gentleman  who  heard  him. — He  would  not  detain  the  committee  with  any 
previous  matter^  but  fimply  ftate  .(he  particulars  of  the  account  on  both  fides,  obfeiving,  how- 
ever, in  thefirft  place,  that  a  very  conCdcrable  increafe  had  taken  place  in  the  expences  of  this 
year  beyond  (heeftiraateth^t  had  been  made  in  the  year  1786,  and  which  had  been  thought  ef- 
fential  to  our  national  profperity  and  honour,  Thefc  were  not  likely  to  occur  again,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  it  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  Iktisfeaion,  that  liotwithftanding  thefe  increafcd 
demands  and  temporary  calls,  fuch  had  been  the  beneficial  cfFefts  of  the  late  arrangement,  and 
fuch  the  profperous  condition  of  the  country,  that  ample  provision  had  been  made  for  all,^ 
without  recurring  either  to  a  loan  or  to  new  taxes. 

He  filft  ftated  the  fevcral  articles  of  fupply  which  had  been  voted  for  tlac  fcrvice  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  year,,  and  which  confifted  of  the  following  heads,  viz: 

N    A     F    r. 

Eighteen  thoufand  feamen,  -  —                    —       . 

Ordinary,                —  —                —                 — 

Extraordinary,    —  —  — 

Making  a  iota!  of  — .              —               —              ■■ 

J      R      M      r. 

Guards  and  garrlfons,  plantations  aiid  GlbcaJtaf;  half  pay  tO'the  Eritifh. 
and  American-forces,  to  the  amount  of228,oeoL  and  taChelfeapenfioners, 
173,0001.  &c.  &c.  making  a  total  for  the  army  of  the  prefent  year  of 
But  from  w^ich  fuia  43,oooL  is  to  be  dedufted,  on  account  of  ftoppages  from 
the  troops  abroad  for  provifions  fupplied  them  from  hence. 

Ordnance,  —  —  — *  —  _       ' 

Expence  of  maintaining  conviflsr                —  -—                — 

Annual  allowance  to  American  loyalifts,  —                    -»- 

Kepayments  on  addrefles,  &c*                -—  —                    — 
Civil  eftablifhpents  in  America,  together  with  the  expences  of  Somerfct- 

place,  African  forts,  ficc            —                   -—  —               — 

Deficiency  of  grants  in  the  year  1787,                — .  —               _ 

Eftimated  deficiency  of  land  and  mait,                —  —             — 

Expence  of  the  armament,        .        —                —  —              — 


700,000 
600,000 


2,236,000* 


2,022,023 


419,000 

74,000 
46,000 


Sumyotedto  pay  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales's  debt,  ^c. 
Amounting  in  the  whole  to  —  —  — 


90,00^ 
63,000 

300,000 
3ii,ooo» 
181,000 


5.779'365 


That  a  further  fumha&.|)een  voted  to  pay  off  Exchequer  bills-,  and  for  deficiencies  of  feverai 
funds,  to  the  5th  of  Aprif^  178.7,  which  latter  will  never  occur  again,  in  confequenceof  the 
Confolidation  aft  ;  but  as  both  thefe  fums,  to  the  amount  of  6,078,0001.  are  taken  on  bothi 
fides  of  the  account,  he  omitted,  them,,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity. 

In  this  account,  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  navy  there  was  an  increafe  beyond,  what 
would  be  thfi  neceflary  peace  eftablifliment  of  446,000!.  In  the  army  there  was  an  increafe  of 
233,0001.  and  ih  the  ordnance  there  was  an  increafe  of  6i,oooL  Thefe  increafed  demands- 
were  occafioned  by  the.  circumftance  of  our  p\ittin|  the  dilUnt  pofleffions  of  the  country  into  a 
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17S8  {^ate  of  more  complete  defence,  by  fending  out  3,000  men  more  than  came  within  the  contem**^ 
plation  of  the  committee,  when  they  made  the  report  of  what  would  be  the  rcquifitc  peace  ef- 
tablifhment  of  the  navy,  and  by  the  confequcnt  extraordinary  fum  for  fupplying  that  body 
with  provifions.  Thefc  were  not  then  to  be  coniidered  as  the  permanent  nectffary  expences  of 
the  country:  and  to  thefc  were  feveral  fums  to  be  added  which  could  not  occur  again,  or  at 
lead  could  not  make  a  part  of  our  fettled  yearly  expence.  Such  was  the  fum  for  the  reKef  of 
the  loyaliils ;  fuch  the  expence  of  the  late  armament,  and  fuch  the  vote  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Thefe  fums  added  together,  amounted  to 
i,282,ocx>l.  which  was  truly  extraordinary,  and  they  were  confcqucntly  to  be* dcdu&cd  from 
the  fettled  regular  peace  eftablifliment  of  the  country.  It  had  been  coniidered  as  wife  to  put 
every  part  of  the  Britifli  dominions  into  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as  to  afcertain  to  the  coun- 
try the  bleilings  of  peace,  and  he  had  the  happinefs  to  fay,  that  though  they  had  thus  incurred 
an  extraordinary  expence  of  more  than  i,200,ocx?l.  the  receipts  of  the  country  had  fully  anfwcr- 
ed  it,  and  that  without  abating  from  the  plan  which  the  Houfe,  in  its  wifdom,  bad  eftablilhed 
for  the  diminution  of  the  national  debt.  That  the  fanie  extraordinary  demands  would  con- 
tinue in  future  was  not  to  be  apprehended,  though,  undoubtedly,  it  would  be  fome  time  be- 
fore they  could  come  to  the  real  efiablifhment  which,  in  time  of  peace,  had  been  thought  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  country  in  the  report  that  was  made  in  1786 ;  but  it  was  a  happy  circumilance, 
that  the  condition  and  profpeft  of  the  country  warranted  him  in  faying,  that  they  fliou  be 
ible  to  provide  for  the  extra  expence  in  the  years  to  come,  as  they  had  in  this,  withou  going 
into  any  new  operation  of  finance* 

He  then  ftated,  that  in  order  to  defray  thefe  expences.  Parliament  had  already  rotod. 

Land  and  malt,                    —                   -.-                 —                —  2,750,000 
That  he  fhould  propofe  to  the  committee  to  vote  a  farther  fum,  to  be  taken  as 
thegrowing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund,  between  this  and  the  5th  of 

April,,  1788,                —                —                —                —                —  1,845,000 

Impreft  monies,  to  be  paid  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,                     —  200,000    * 

Army  favings  of  the  year  1786,           —               —                -^  200,000 
And  a  farther  fum  to  be  repaid  by  the  India  Company,  on  account  of  troops 

and  vidualling  the  fleet  in  the  Eaft  Indies,                     —                   .—  500,000 

Premium  on  the  lottery,                —               .«.               ««               «^  258,000 

Stoppages  from  the  troops  for  proviiionsy               ««•                  «-  43iO0O 


^otal,  5f796>ooo 


Exchequer  bills,  and  the  fum  voted  for  deficiencies,  as  fbted  in  the  fupply,  6,078,000 
Having  gone  through  the  whole  of  the  account,  and  fpecified  the  feveral  fums,  he  ftated  that 
there  was  a  clear  furplus  this  year  of  27,0001.  over  all  the  expences,  without  taxes,  without 
loan,  and  without  interrupting,  for  a  moment,  the  application  of  the  million  to  the  difcharge  of 
debt.  The  furplus  had  been  applied ;  the  armament  had  been  provided  for ;  the  debts  of  his 
iRoyal  Highnefs  had  been  paid  ;  the  extraordinary  expence  of  i,200,oool.  had  been  fuflained, 
and  there  was  a  clear  furplus  of  27,0001.  The  extraordinary  expence  would,  he  feared,  endure 
for  two  years  more.  It  would  take  fb  long  before  they  could  be  certain  of  coming  to  the  per- 
manent peace  eftablifhment.    Perhaps  he  might  fiate  the  farther  extraordinary  expence  that  the 

Aatioa 
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1788  nation  wails  likeljt^o  incur  for  ezccfs  of  ntvj,  excefs  of  army,  excefs  of  ordnance,  and  indeed 
for  every  otWiarticlc,  except  one,  of  a  material  nature,  atamtUion,  or  a  million  and  a  balf; 
and  for  this  ne  thought  there  were  ample  refources  in  the  revenue,  as  there  had  been  proved  to 
be  for  the  largfe  excefs  of  the  prefent  yean 

The  other  article  of  extraordinary  expence  which  he  meant,  was  the  fatisfa£^ioa  to  be  made 
lo  the  American  loyalifts.  The  commiflioners  had  now  nearly  woundup  the  whole  of  the 
claims,  and  it  appeared  that  there  was  property  loft,  which  the  commiflioners  had  afcertained 
and  agreed  to  liquidate  at  i,86o,oooU  There  might  yet  remain  2CX),oooU  or  300,000!.  to  be 
afcertained.  This  was  to  be  coniidered  as  lofs  of  property.  There  were  al(b  claims  of  lofs  of 
office,  which  the  Houfe  would  take  into  their  coniideration,  and  aft  upon  as  their  generofity 
might  incline  them  :  butftatingthe  wholeat  2,ooo,oool.  or  2,ioo,oooL  the  Houfe  would  fee 
that  500,0001.  had  been  paid  them,  and  there  was  fiill  i,5oo,ooal  or  i,6oo,oooL  to  be  paid.  He 
was  authorifed  to  fay,  that  they  would  be  well  pleafed  to  have  this  fum  paid  them'by  inflall* 
ments,  and  that  the  payment  fhould  commence  next  year.  He  confefled  he  approved  of  this 
arrangement,  as  the  prefent  year  was  fo  loaded  with  txcefles ;  and  avoiding  to  adopt  this  mode 
of  payment,  he  meant  to  propofe  that  the  profits  of  a  lottery,  to  be  eflabliihed  annually,  until 
their  claims  were  fully  liquidated,  fhould  be  applied  to  their  relief.  A  lottery  of  feven  or  eight 
years  would  fully  anfwer  this  exigency,  provided  that  the  bargain  fhould  every  year  be  render* 
ed  as  profitable  as  it  had  for  the  laft  year,  and  for  the  prefent.  He  had  made  the  bargain,  on 
a  competition  among  different  bidders,  and  the  profit  would  be  as  he  had  fiated  it,  about 
260,000].  a  year.  Gentlemen  might  be  aftonifhed  at  this  circumftance,  but  fuch  was  the  rage^ 
and  madnefs  for  this  fpecies  of  gambling,  and  fuch  was  the  bargain  that  he  had  made. 

The  probable  ftate  of  our  revenue,  and  the  certain  amount  of  our  expence,  were  matters 
which  came  next  in  order,  as,  undoubtedly,  it  would  be  requifite  to  prove  that  we  ought  to 
have  confidence  in  our  fituation.  That  we  fhould  invariably  proceed  in  applying  the  million 
to  the  diminution  of  the  national  debt,  was  a  propofition  which  he  would  not  detain  the  Houfe 
for  a  moment  in  difcufTmg,  as  it  bad  already  fo  forcibly  demonftrated  its  utility.  The  million  ^ 
'  was,  therefore,  added  to  the  permanent  eflablifhment  of  the  country,  and  as  the  Houfe  had,. 
in  its  wifdom,  eftablifhed  a  larger  fyflem  of  defence  than  was  in  contemplation  two  years  ago, 
be  would  ftate  the  permanent  peace  eftablifhment  of  the  country,  inftead  of  15,478,0001.  as. 
calculated  by  the  committee,  15,624,0001.  He  explained  the  rife  to  proceed  from  the  increaf- 
ed  plantation  eftimate,  which  would  coft  ioo,oool.  more  than  it  was  taken  at,  and  the  Heflian 
fubfidy,  which  was  36»ooel.  There  was  to  be  deduftcd  from  tbis  fum  a  faving  intereft  of 
about  t6,oooK  a  year,  which  made  the  excefs  about  i2o,oool.  only,. but  he  took  it  at  124,000!. 
calculating  the  anticipated  eftablifhment  at  15,500,0001.  The  produce  of  the  laft  year's  reve* 
nue,  up  to  the  period  ending  the  fifth  of  April,  including  the  land  and  malt,  was  15,792,0001. 
which  was  314,0001.  more  than  tl)e  committee  faid  would  be  neceftary  for  an  ellablifhment, 
and  it  was  i68,oooL  more  than  was  neceilary,  even  by  the  increafed  eflabUdimem,  which  the 
Houfe  had  thought  it  wife  to  adopt,  and  which  perhaps  political  circumftances  had  rendered  i 
requifite. 

Arguing,  therefore,  from  the  experience  of  laft  year,  we  had  the  faifeft  ground /oF^confi- 
^nce,  that  we  fhould  not  oflly  enjoy  ample  funds  for  the  liquidation  of  every  expence,  but 
alfo  for  carrying  on  the  great  purpofe  of  the  kte  arrangement,  the  extinction  of  the  capital  of 
our  debt :  but  perhaps  it  might  be  argued,  that  it  was  not  a  fair  mode  of  ftating  our  fituation, 
oor  a  rational  ground  of  confidence,  to  arg^ie  from  the  evidence  of  one  year^onJy.    He  begged 

leave 
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1788  le»Ve  to  remind  the  Committee,  that  the  laft  year  bad  maaj  uofrieiidlj  prcuinftances  in  it,  par« 
ticularly  the  ihtermptton  which  oar  coimnerce  naturally  received  in  the  kte  alarm  of  war : 
'     ^t,  even  looking  back  to  the  average  of  the  laft  three  years,  they  found  the  calcalationi  firong* 
ly  confirmed,  though  certainly  the  furplus  was  not  fo  favourable :  yet  we  Md  other  very  ellen* 
tial  grounds  of  confidence;  variousbranchesof  revenue  were  improving,  and  many  more  were 
fufceptible  of  improvement.     The  farming  of  the  poft  horfe  duty  brought  an  accelfion  of 
30,000!.  to  the  funds.     He  muft  yet,  before  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  propofe  an  increalp  of 
duty  on  the  ilills  uied  in  the  diftiJIery  of  Scotland,  which  would  neceflarlly  add  fomething  to 
the  revenue;  and  an  iacreafe  on  the  dtity  on  houfes  for  felling  fpirituous  liquors,  would  alfo 
give  fomething  more.     There  werb  other  objeAs  which,  perhaps,  it  was  now  too  late  to  touch 
on,  but  which  certainly  merited  the  regard  of  that  Houfe.     One  in  particular  was  a  very  pro* 
4u£live  fource — he  meant  tobacco*     Some  regulations  to  prevent  the  abufes  pradlfed  to  avoid 
the  duty  on  tobacco,  were  ellentially  ncceilary.     He  had  it  in  his  view  to  propoie  fomething 
on  this  fubjeA,  but  he  was  not  yet  fully  adequate  to  the  attempt.   'It  required  very  great  care, 
and  very  nice  difcuflion ;  but  which,  though  he  was  obliged  to  pafs  it  for  the  prefent,  he  would 
not  overlook  nor  forget.    There  were  other  objeds  which  ought  to  give  them  firm  and  Heady 
confideni^e. 

The  progreilive  nature  of  a  country  in  peace,  and  particularly  of  fuch  a  country  as  England, 
was  a  material  objeft,  and  this  was  not  left  for  mere  fpeculation.  fiut,  by  the  fortunate  ex- 
perience of  four  years  we  were  able  to  form  fome  ctlimate.  We  had  been  at  peace  five  years. 
The  receipt  of  the  permanent  taxes  in  the  year  1787  had  been  15,792,0001.  including  the  land 
and  malt,  or  13,000,0001.  exclufive.  The  receipt  of  the  taxes  in  the  year  1783,  exclufiye  of 
the  land  and  malt,  had  been  10,184,000].  Thu^  there  was  an  increafed  revenue  of  3,ooo,oooK 
of  which  not  more  than  one  million  and  a  half  accrued  from  ne.w  taxes  ^  the  reft  proceeded 
from  the  aftual,  clear,  and  afcertaioed  improvement  of  die  country  in  all  its  branches,  and 
which  demonftrated  the  increafed  opulence  of  the  empire.  Every  department  prefented  the 
fame  progreflive  improvement.  In  the  trade,  the  navigation,  and  tlie  fisheries,  the  progrelTive 
improvement  bore  an  exafi  proportion  to  the  increafed  revenue:  fo  that  our  exports  and  im- 
ports, with  the  great  lofs  of  the  American  -Colonies,  upon  which  fome  perfons  had  fo 
much  depended— with  the  immenfe  lofs  for  ever  of  the  money  that  was  laviflied  on  the  war-— 
with  the  lofs  of  the  people«-our  exports  and  imports  were  now.as  great  as  in  the.moft  flourifh* 
ing  year  before  the  laft  war. 

-*=  Iil^he  year  5772^ 

Our  imports  were  upwards  of  —  — -  .  "^ 

Our  exports  upwards  of  —  —  —  -^ 

The  imports  were,  —  —  —  — 

The  exports,  —  — .  -.-  —  .., 

Thefe  were  the  greateft  years  before  the  war. 

In  1786, 
The  imports  were         —  —  —  —  . 

The  exports  —  —  —  —  .— . 

In  1787, 
The  imports  wer6  not  afcer^ained. 
Bat  the  exports  were  —         —  —  •— 


14,500,000 
16,000,000 

12,000,000 
16,000,000 


'5*786,000 
16,300,000 


16,600,000 
Perhaps 
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1788  Perhaps  it  m!glit  be  fald,  that  in  thefe  comparative  flatemettts  the  balance  was  tgainft  us^  ia 
the  latter  years ;  but  the  increafe  of  the  imports  arofc  iro*xi  the  home  confumption  of  luxuries  ; 
it  proceeded  from  the  beneficial  import  of  raw  materials  ufed  in  our  manufa£lures ;  and  it  might 
beconfidered  as  a  veryplealing  circumfiance  attending  the  iacreafed  imports,  that  they  chicHy 
•came  from  a  part  of  our  own  empire — they  came  from  Ireland. 

\  In  hke -manner  our  navigation -has  increafed.  Our  valuable  fifhery  in  particular  had  im« 
proved  with  much  rapidity.  The  Newfoundland  filhery,  that  great  nurfcry  of  our  feamen,  was 
in  a  mod  flourifhing  condition. 

In  1773  ^^^  ^774  ^^  produced  51 6,000  quintals,  and  in  1786,  the  produce  was  732,000. 

In  1773,  the  tonnage  in  the  Greenland  iifhery  was  27,000,  and  in  1786  it  was  53,000. 

In  17739  the  nunrber  of  (hips  was  96; — in  1786  the  number  was  increafed  to  153, — and  in 
17879  with  the  reduced  bounty,  the  number  was  284. 

The  number  of  men  employed  in  this  iifhery  in  1786,  was  6,6oo.  He  had  not  heard  the 
precife  number  in  17S7,  but  from  the  increafe  of  tonnage,  it  could  not  be  lefs  than  10,000.— 
The  Southern  Whale  fifticry,  a  new  and  very  valuable  branch  of  trade,  which  we  only  took 
up  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  had  alfo  equally  profpered,  and  added  to  the  revenues  by 
augmenting  the  opulence  of  the  country. 

In  thi^fifhery,  in  1785,  there  were  employed  18  ftiips,  producing  29,000!. 

In  1787  there  were  employed  38  Ihips,  producing  107,000!.. 

He  mentioned  thefe  circumftances,  to  prove  that  our  improved  condition  came  from  no 
forced  revenues,  but  was  the  fair  and  aAual  refult  of  increafed  commerce.  We  had  thus  af** 
certained  a  furplus,  after  having  appropriated  a  million  to  the  payment  of  our  debt.  We  had 
given  great  additional  firength  to  our  foreign.poilefllons,  and,  in  doing  this,  we  had  not  over- 
looked that  which  was  the  favourite  fervice  at  home.  No  lefs  than  7,000,000!.  had^  in  the 
courfe  of  four  years,  been  expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  navy ;  and  he  took  upon  him 
to  fay,  that  it  had  been  applied  with  as  much  fidelity  as  it  had  been  voted  with  judgment.— * 
There  were,  he  would  pledge  himfelf  to  prove,  30  (hips  of  the  line,  and  35  frigates,  built  or 
repaired,  more  than  there  were  in  the  firft  four  years  after  the  peace  of  1763.  In  addition  to 
this,  we  had  abfolutely  and  for  ever  extinguilhcd  two  millions  and  a  half  of  our  debt. 

Our  rival,  France,  who  had  interfered  in  the  difpute  with  our  late  colpnies,-«>who  had  pro- 
jected to  herfelf  fuch  immenfe  advantages,  and  who  certainly  had  advantages  in  it,  he  was  now 
able  to  prove,  had  gained  lefs  by  the  war  than  (he  expefted,  and  that  we  had  fuffered  lefs  than 
had  been  anticipated.  He  had,  within  a  few  hours,  feen  the  acknowledged  ftateof  the  Ffench 
finances,  as  drawn  forth  and  exhibited  by  the  French  Government.  By  this  account,  the 
avowed  annual  deficiency  of  revenue  to  anfwer  their  neceilary  expences,  after  all  the  retrench- 
ments they  had  made,  was  upwards  of  2,300,000!.  fterling.  Their  receipt  was  acknowledged 
to  be  fomewhat  above  400,000,000  of  livres,  or  about  20,000,000!.  fterling.  Their  expenee 
was  confcfled  to  be  527,255,000  of  livres,  or  22,900,000!.  In  the  fame  ftatement,  there  was  a 
plan  devifed  for  an  annual  loan  of  five  or  fix  years  to  come,  which,  with  a  variety  of  projefted 
retrenchments,  was  held  out  as  fufficient  to  wind  up  the  efft&s  of  their  derangement.  He 
mentioned  this,  fimply  to  Ihew  the  comparative  condition  of  the  two  countries ;  and  furely  it 
afforded  fome  matter  of  pride  to  England,  that  its  rival,  who  liad  thus  interfered  without 
provocation,  had  been  fo  thoroughly  difappoiHtcd  in  the  views  which  fhc  bad  in  the  con- 
flia." 

Vol.  IV.  4  S  It 
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2788      ti  appears,  from  the  beft  authority,  that  the  folbwing  is  a  corred:  ftatement  of  the  number 
,  of  flaves  In  the  feveral  Weft  India  Iflands  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  Great  Britain^. 


In  Jamaica,  .—  -^  ». 

—  Barbadoes>  —  —  t— 

—  Antigua,  — .  .—  *— 
— -  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,                •»• 

—  St.  Cliriftophers,  _  —  .— 

—  St.  Vincents,  *—  —  — 

—  Dominica,  -.^      —  «.  ^ 

—  Anguiila,  Tortola,  &c.  *-  — 
i*--  Nevis,                —                —                — 

—  Montferrat,        —  —  —  — - 


Total, 


Numier^ 
174,00a 
8o,ooO' 
36,000 

40,000 
27,000 

15.000 

14,000 

10,000 

9,00a' 

410,000 


The  negroes  in  the  French  Weft  Itidia  Iflands  were^  in  the  year  1777,  computed  at  386,500^ 
The  Abbe  Raynal  ftates  the  whole  number  of  African  flaves  in  America  aad  the  Weft  Indi» 

.Iflands  at  1,400,000.  Theconfbnt  annual  importation,  and  of courfethp annual  confump- 
tion  of  negroes  in  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  is  fuppofed  tahave  been,  of  late  years,  on  an  average^ 
6o,ooo.  The  Slave  Trade  firft  began  about  the  year  1503,  and  the  Englifh  took  it  up  about 
1556.    The 'Abbe  Raynal  ftaies  die  total  importation,  from  Africa  at  about  9,000,000  of 

'flaves*  . 

The  fbllowisig'ftatement  of  palliation  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe,  taken  at  the  dif^ 
tance  of  a  century,  has  been  collected  from  the  moft  approved  and  accurate  accounts  that  have 
been  puUiihed  on.  the  fubjeft. 

'Uumbtr  of  Souls  In  x688. 
.^i^  -*•  696,000  ■ 


In  London, 
^—  Paris, 
~'  Mttrfeilles 

—  Lyons, 
'—  if  aples, 

—  Rbme, 

•*-  Amfterdam, 

—  Venice, 

—  BourdeaujT^ 
—-Dublin, 

•— Rouen, 

—  Briftol, 

—  Cork, 
-^Liverpool, 


488,000* 

200,000 

250,000 

200,000 

200,000 

187,000 

134,000 

z.00,000 

69,000 

66,000 

48,000 

40,000 

'  20,pOO 


In  1788. 

1,100,000 

800,000 

.180,000 

150,000 

354,000 

157,400 

185,000 

100,000 

200,000 

170,000 

100,000 

50,000 

90,000 

60,000 


By  this  ftatement  it  appears,^  that  the  cities  of  London,  Piiris,  Naples,  Bourdeaux,  Dublin, 
Rouen,  Briftol,  Cork,  and  the  town  of  Liverpool  have  increafed ;  and  that«MarfeiIles,  Lyons, 
Rome,  Amfterdam  and  Venice,  bive  decayed  in  their  population ;  from  wiuch  circumftance, 

Naples 


OF      T  H  £     O  R  I  CI  H     0  ?,     0  O  >C  M  ^  It.C.  £• 


69? 


A..D. 


^ 


1 788  Naples  from  the  fifth'  U  become  the  third ;  B^i^vdcaux  fronL  tim  nlnU^;  h  bfcome  the  four^i,.; 
zn/i  Dul?lin  from  the  tenth  to  the  feventh  in  rank,  as  to  tlie  number  of  inhabitants. 


An  Authentic  Account  of  the  Duties  colleAed  on'^oals  brought  Coaftway»  ii^tot  ,cach  Port 
in  England,  in  this  Year. 


« 

£.     s.     d.~ 

-    -■                            —  .- 

£^   f.  d. 

AbcryflM?ith> 

-^  .          3^*-  3  Ah 

hoi^^f                   r^  . 

243  ^10    6 

Aldboroughj 

—           902.15    't- 

Lyme,                 — 

1,21*5    0    i^ 

Arundel,' 

»>33^.  4^  7t. 

Leigh,                 — 

t,4xs  14    0 

Barnflaple, 

-  1,243    3    6 

Lynn,                — 

22^185    8  10 

Beaumaris, 

-•         2,637    6  II 

Maiden,                — 

4i89|    6    3 

Berwick, 

-'•          .     43.':  91-   0, 

R^ilfor^,,.              -^ 

594:^5    3* 

Biddeford, 

~            786    3    7.J- 

Minchead,                 — 

975  IS    7i 

Bofton,                — 

Sioji   7-  6; 

New  haven,             —^ 

1,4^1  16    3t 

Bridgewater, 

— ,         2,385   0    2i- 

Padftow,                 — 

606  15    i|. 

BridlingtoHp 

-    •        1,047-!  7;  at( 

Pftaryn,.  .  .           -« 

/  4?3  13    4i 

Briftol,                •  — 

452  »5    *- 

Penzance,                -^ 

8^3  18     I 

Cardiff,                  — 

94    4  It*  • 

Pl3uaouth,    _.      — 

.      S^m  '5  ^9i 

Cardigan, 

105  17 -i©J 

Poole,                — 

3,077    4    4t 

Ghepftow, 

—               9     1  n 

Portfmouth^            — 

6,880    5    8 

Chefter,                 — 

ao    I  n*-- 

Poulton,                 -*. 

31  18    4i 

Chichefter, 

1,985  »5    I 

Rocheftcr^              -^ 

9,470    4  ,  It 

Cley,                  - 

2,287  14    9t 

Rye,                — 

2,Q29      I    11^ 

Colchefter,            — 

3»785  "    3 

St.  Ives,                — ■ 

2>S04    3    3i 

Cowes,                *— 

I.537    7  " 

Sandwich,           -  — 

3.5163  19    7i 

Dartmouth,            — ' 

s,628  ti     74 

Scarborough,            — . 

^.177  IS    S 

Deal,                   — 

961  10    9 

Shortham,             —* 

a>P5X    0  '8 

Dover,                 — 

2.615    3    3* 

Southampton)         -^ 

7*265  17  n4 

Exeter,                 — 

6,172  14  10 

Southwomid,     '•     *- 

-  i,p79  18    6 

Falmouth)                -> 

695  18    8t 

Stocktoit,                  *— , 

117  18    jJ- 

Faverlham,            — 

4,560    4    9t 

Swanfea)                 — 

37  13  lit- 

Fowey,                — 

»>340    3    9» 

Truro,                -*- 

S'743  10    6i 

Glouccftcr, 

—            aia    3    3 

.     Wells,                 ^-. 

a»405    4    4t 

Gwcek,                  — 

184    6    9I 

Weymputh»           -- 

'•SS3  «7    4i: 

Harwich,                -* 

4>594    I     7t 

Whitby,                --. 

6,523    6    oj 

Hull,      '             — 

3^5    7    oi 

Whitehaven,              — 

94  18  lOj^ 

Ilfracombe, 

—            300  14    6t 

Wifbcach,             ^ 

5.978    4    6 

Ipfwich,                — 

6,211    8    6 

Woodbridge,            — 

i>96i  13    3 

Lancafter,               *- 

1,389  19  10 

Yarmouth,            — 
Total, 

16,396    7    3x 

• 

»82>745  15    oi 

In  ordtr  to  come  at  the  quantity  of  coals,  each  fum  muft  be  diyided  by  5s.  6d»  which  is  the 
duty  per  chaldrqn  in  the  OMt  Ports. 

4^2  An 


6^2  AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

1788      An  Account  of  theQoanti^  of  Coals  imported  into  the  Port  of  London  in  the  following 

Years. 

Tears.  Chaldrons.  Fats.  Bujhtls. 

In  1786,  —              ii-              —              —              759.97*        3       o 

— 1787,  «               --               —               —               750,662        3        o 

—  1788,  •—               —               —               —               764.27*        3        3 

An  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  Coals  exported  from  Great  Britain  in  the  following  Years* 

NeweaftU  Miafun.  fFinun  Meafure. 

Years*  Chaldrons.  Bujhtls.  Chaldrons.  Bu/hels. 

In  1786,  *— •  102,367         6  —  212,136       15 

—  l^%^,  —  104,615    44  175.075     H 

The  quantity  of  coals  exported  in  1788,  was  not  made  up  when  this  account  was  taken. 

The  Number  of  Veflels  which  entered  the  Port  of  Bourdeaux  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  ia 
as  follows : 

From  the  Weft  Indies,  Africa  and  Newfoundland,  — •  —  284 


Coafters, 
Strangers, 


4,04a 
336^ 


Portugueie 

Enghih, 

French, 

HoUanders, 

Denmark, 

Swedes, 

Spaniih, 

American, 


In  an 


The  following  Ships  arrived  at  Lilbon  during  this  Year. 


4^660 


283 

Venetian, 

— 

II 

35» 

Ragqfians, 

— 

6 

174 

Hamburghers, 

— 

5 

89 

Imperial, 

— 

3 

87 

Bremeners, 

— .           «. 

3 

34 

Pruffian, 

— 

I 

3» 

Ruffian, 

—             -. 

I 

59 

Dantzickers, 

— 

I 

In  all 


r,i09 


Notwithftanding  we  have  given,  from  Time  to  Time,  a  particular  Detail  of  the  annual  Im« 
ports  and  Exports  of  Great  Britain,  we  fhall  clofe  that  important  Source  of  Information  by 
the  following  authentic.  Table,  made  up  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Accounts,  which  gives, 
at  one  View,  the  Totals  of  the  Britilh  Imports  and  Exports  from  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  Century  to  the  Year  1783, 


Tears. 

1700 
1701 
1702 
1703 


Imports. 

£,         s.  d. 

5»97o>i75    X  10 

5,869,606    9  10 

4>  159*304  16  o 

4*5^6,596  II  I 


Exports. 

£•          s%  dm 

7,302,716    8  7 

7,621,053    6  5 

5,235,874    o  5 

6,644,103    6  o 


Excefsm 
£.  s.    d. 

1,332,541     6  8 

1,751,446  i6  7 

1,076,569    4  5 

2,117,506  14  II 


1704 


/v 
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A'  D. 

Imports. 

Exptrts, 

fears. 

£'        '•  <'• 

£'        '•  tl' 

1704 

5,383,200  i6f  s 

6.552.019  »8  2 

1705 

4,031,649  14  10 

5.501.677  "  * 

1706 

4.113.933  3  3 

6,512,086  17  t 

1707 

.  4»*74.055  »o  4 

6,767,178  8  6 

1708 

4,698,663  II  8 

-  6,969,089  19  I 

17091 

4»Sio,593  11  8 

6,627,045  17  & 

1710 

4,011,341  7  4 

6,690,828  15  2 

1711 

4.685,785  17  7 

6,447,170  16  3 

171a 

4,454,682  II  6 

7,468,857  5  1 

>7»3 

5,811,077  16  6 

7.352.65s  »2  a 

1714 

5,929,227  0.  8 

8,361,638  3  3 

»7»5 

5,640,943  16  5 

7.379.409  0  8 

\ 

17.6 

5,800,258  7  8 

7,614,08s  6  11 

1717 

•6,346,768  I  6 

9,147,700  2  4 

1718 

6,669,390  I  I 

8,255,302  14  5 

1719 

S'367»499  *  J 

7,709,528  I  7 

1710 

6,090,083  15  I 

7.936.728  16  6 

17*1 

5,768,510  16  7 

8,681,200  17-  4 

1722 

6,378,098  19  I 

9,650,789  17  10 

1723 

6f505»676  6  8 

9,489,811  16  7 

1724 

7.394.40s  2  5 

9. '43.356  12  7 

1725: 

7,094,708  8  6 

11,352.480  u  4 

1726 

6,677,865  13  4 

9,406,731  10  10 

* 

1727 

6,798,906  4  2 

9.553.043  »8  3 

1728 

7,569,299  I  9 

11,631,383  I  II 

1729 

7,540,620  10  5 

".475>77»  16  8 

»730 

7,780,019  9  2 

",974.13s  H  " 

1731 

6,991,500  3  li 

11,167,380  10  6 

1732 

7,087,914  5  0  ■ 

11,786,658  13  0 

»733 

8,016,814  2   2 

".777,306  6  7 

»734 

7,095,86^1  8  4. 

11,000,645  2  2 

173s 

8,160,184  0  II 

13,544,144  7  0 

1736. 

7,307,966  12  10  • 

11,616,356  10  2 

J737 

7.073.638  3  6 

11,842,320  17  0 

1738 

7,438,960  4  7- 

12,289,495  7  1 

»739 

7.829,373  8  II 

9.495.366  14  3 

1740 

6.703.778  10  6- 

8,869,939  15  5 

1741  * 

7,936,084  18  7 

11,469,872  8  2 

1742 

6,866,864  13  0 

11,584,427  2  4 

J  743 

7,802,353  6  6 

14,623,653  9  6 

1744 

6,362,971  6  6 

11,429,628  10  3 

1745 

7,847,123  3  3 

10,497,329  17  0 

1746 

6,205,687  15  8 

">36o,792  16  •  2 

Exeefs. 

£' 

s. 

d. 

1,168,819 

I 

8 

1,470,027 

16 

4 

2>398,«53 

13 

9 

2>493,122 

18 

2 

0,270,426 

7 

S 

2,116,452 

S 

9 

2,679,487 

7 

10 

1,761,384 

18 

7 

3.0I4.J74 

13 

6 

I.S4I.577 

15 

8, 

2,432,411 

2 

6 

1,738,465 

4 

3 

1,813.826 

19 

3 

2,800,932 

0 

10 

1,585.9*  « 

13 

4- 

2,342,028 

»3 

4 

1,846,645 

I 

5 

2,912,690 

0 

9 

3,272,690 

18 

9 

2,984.13s 

9 

II- 

1,748,951 

10 

a 

4»257.77» 

2 

10 

2,728,865 

17 

6 

2.754.  »35  14 

I 

4,062,084 

0 

a 

3.935.15* 

6 

3 

4, 1 94,  n  6 

5 

9 

4,175,880 

6 

7 

4,698,744 

8 

0 

3,760,492 

4 

S 

3,904,783 

13 

10 

S'383.960 

6 

I 

4,308,389 

17 

4 

4,768,682 

13 

6 

4.850,535- 

a 

6 

1.665,993 

S 

4 

2,166,161 

4 

II  . 

3.533.787^ 

9' 

7* 

4.717.562: 

9 

4 

6,82 1  ,.300? 

3 

0 

5,066,657 

3 

9 

2,650,206 

13 

9 

5.^55.105- 

0 

6 
»747 
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1788 

Imports^ 

Exports. 

Excefs. 

Tears. 

£.       s.    d. 

£.        u    d. 

if-         s.    d. 

1747 

7f"6,757    5^  6^ 

11,442,049    I    6 

4f325t29i  16    0 

1748 

8^136,408  19    6 

^2,351,433  ^2  i» 

4,215,024  13    5 

J  749 

7,917,804  lO    4 

X4»099>366  11    0 

6,181,562    0    8 

1750 

7»772,039  \%    s 

15,132,004    3    I 

7.359.964  10    8 

1751 

7»943»43^    4    5 

i3*967>8u    8    7 

^,024,375    4    2 

■iJSt 

7,889,369    9    3 

13,221,116    3  II 

S.33i»746  14    8 

»753 

8,625,029    4    3 

14,264,614    3  n 

5.639.584.19    8 

>754 

8,093,47a  15.  0 

i3»396,853    9    7 

5.303.383,14    7 

1755- 

8,772,865    2  10 

12,182,255  17    6 

3*409,390  14    8 

1756 

.7,961,603    8  10 

12,517,64^    8    3 

4,556,036  19    5 

1757 

9>253»3i7  H    9 

i3»438>285     I    0 

.4,184,967    6    3 

1758 

8,415,025    4  10 

15,034.994  10    7 

6,619,969    5    9 

•1759 

^,922,976    I    4 

14,696,89a    7    1 

5.773.916    5    9 

1760 

9,832,802  H     I 

i5,S79>o73    0    s 

5,746,270    9    4     ' 

1761 

9tS43»90i  H    4 

16,365.953    €>    7 

6,822,05^1    6    3 

1764 

8,870,234  14    3 

14,134,093    3    6 

5,263,858    9    3 

4763 

11,665,031^    0    9 

r6,i6o,i8|  16.   3 

4,495.145,15    6 

1764 

10,364,307  12    3 

16,512,403  16    3 

6,148,096    4    0 

1765 

10,889,742-  13    ID 

14,550,507     I    8 

3,660,764    7  10 

1766 

"»475»77S    S    8 

14,024,964    2    8 

2,549,188  17    0 

1767 

12,073,956    0  u 

X3.844.5"     1     8 

^»77o,S55    0    9 

1768 

ri,878,66i    2    7 

i5>  117,982  16    \ 

3.239.321  13    6 

1769 

11,908,560^  16    5 

* 3*438,236    611 

^.529.675  ^0    6 

1770 

12,216,937  14    3 

14,266,653  17    5 

2,049,716    3    2 

i77« 

12,821,995  16    9 

17,161,146  14    2 

4.339.150  17    5 

1774 

i4» 508,7  IS  16    9 

^8,732.379    5    8 

4,233,663    8  M 

«773 

12,522,643    7    0 

16,654,052    5    8 

4,131,408  18    8 

1774 

i49548*902  16    I 

17,607,447    4    0 

3,058,544    7  II 

»775 

14,816,955    17      2' 

16,946,523  18    4 

2,129,568     I     2 

1776 

i2,449»i89  17  II 

15.685,107  16    7 

.3.235.918  18    8 

1777 

12,643,834    7    8 

14,152,243    6    1 

1,508,408  18    5 

1778 

io»975.533     I    0 

12,375.712  12  II 

1,400,179  11  II 

>779 

xi>435»263  i^    5 

13.597.77*    4    2 

2,162,507  10    0 

1780 

^  If 7 141*67     7  u 

13,689,0^12     6 

i>974>i05    4    7 

•  1781 

12,723,613  16    1 

11,470,388*14    8 

1.253.235    1    5* 

1783 

10,341,628  15    6 

13,224,637  10  II 

2,883  008  15    5 

1783 

1 3*1^2,235    7    6 

15.450,778  12    9 

2,328,543    5    3 

•.  1784 

• 

15,272,802    0    3 

14,961,074  II     9 

311,727    8    6* 

178s 

16,279,490    I    6 

16,770,239    7    9 

490,749    6    3 

1786 

15,786,072    7    5 

16,300,730  12    5 

514,658    5    0 

1787 

17,804,024  16    I 

18,296,166  12  11 

492,141  16  10 

N;  B- ; 

[n  thofe  years  marked  with  afteriflcs,  the  excefs  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  imports  • 

insdlothcrst  of  the  exports. 

• 

1788 
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We  have  already  given  a  lift  of  the  number  of  the  Dutch  Ihips  employed  in  the  whale 
fiflicry,  from  the  year  1770,— but,  as  the  following  Table,  with  which  wc  are  now  furniflied^ 
gives  the  Hiftory  of  the  Dutch  Greenland  Trade  in  a  more  particular  manner,  and  during  the 
courfe  of  upwards  of  a  century,  we  fhall  infcrt  it,  without  any  juft  reafon  to  fear  the  charge  o£ 
repetition. 


^LisT  ff/GREENLAND-tf«/STRAiT  Davis  Shlps^  from  HoLLAKD,  Jince  tbs  Tear  1661^ 

With  the  number  of  Fiji  caught  each  Tear. 


rears 

Shipt 

Fifi, 

Tears ^ 

1693! 
1694 

1695 
1696 
1697 
1698 
1699 
1700 
1701 
1702 
1703 
1704 
1705 
1706 
1707 
1708 
1709 
■1710 
1711 
1712 

1713 
1714 

171S 
1716 

1717 

1718 

1719 

Shipt   1 

FlJb 

1661 

»33 

452i. 

90  1 

»75 

1662 

149 

862 

63  ' 

161 A 

1663 

202 

932t 

97 

'87^  \ 

1664 

«93 

782 

122 

428 

1*65 

1  War  with 
>  England,  no 
J  Sbip&  out. 

131 

1279 

1^66 

139 

>483i 

1667 

'S« 

77Si 

9'3t 

207  ii 

687  A 

1668 

^SS 

573 

173 

1669 

i3» 

10134 

208 

1670 

148 

792 

224 

1671 

158 

10884 

207 

6-K- 

1672 

1  War  with 
y  England,  no 
J  Ships  out. 

130 

652i  1 

1673 

»S7 

1678   1 
966t 

1674 

»5' 

167s 

»47 

900i 

»3' 

126 

1676 

145 

812^ 

122 

5>3» 

1677 

HS 

785-5- 

126 

1924 

1678 

120 

IIl8:i. 

'37 

62 

1679 

126 

792 

117 

631 

1680 

«5». 

'373 

108 

3734 

1681 

17s 

&76 

93 

237i- 

1682 

195 

J  444 

108 

1291 

1683 

242 

13381 

»34 

698^ 

1684 

233 

»iS3t 
"83-,^, 

»S3 

S3S 

1685 

209 

179 
139 

392i  . 

1686 

189 

664i 

28oi^ 

1687 

194 

62lt 

211 

346 

1688 

214 

340i-  ' 

1720 
1721 

228 

45.5U' 

i68v 

160 

24 1  i 

260 

733-^  i 

J690 

117 

785 

1722 
1723 

254 

iioii- 

ibgi 

2 

WM-writn 

France. 

233 

S'4 

tbgz 

3» 

Sf>i 

»7a4 

1  232 

3S8  I 

ears 


725 


726 


727 


728 


729 


730 


73> 


732 


733 


734 


735 


736 


737 


738 


739 


740 


741 


742 


743 


744 


745 


746 


747 


748 


749 


750 


751 


752 


753 


754 


755 
756 


Ships 


226 


FiA    I 


Tears 


218 


202 


82 


84 


68 


64 


76 


84 


86 


85 


91 


96 


95 


92 


53ot 


244 


402- 


363 


229t 


i4H 
298t 


n 


i4i 


3605- 


327 


496I: 


857t 


5041 


472 


728t 


87  I  66si-  i 


78  I  3i2i 


73  I  558t- 


85 


87 


937 


1494 


84  I  5684 


&o 


64 


94 


1036 


7767 


278- 


57  I  6i9i 


58  I  5905 


62 


59 


33D-t'.- 


546-i- 


66 


71 


81 


t>39 


•r 


(>n\i 


72ot 


86  I  508t 


57 


58 


59 


60 


61 


62 


63 


64 


05 


66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


7> 


72 


73 


74 


75 


76 


Ships 


61 
165 


n 
781 


79 


80 


81 


82 


83 


04 


85 


86 


87 


80 


59 


55 


54 


61 


65 


67 


65 


60 


52 


50 


50 


31 


34 


30 


29 


23 


Fifi> 


423 


a 


37 1  i 


464 


454 


357 


i89i 


224 


477 


M. 


1796 


600^ 


1127 


523 


i43t 


768t 


^444i 


450 


105 


S<59 


16 


II 


•427t 


3o6i- 


05  I  i68t 


82  I  476 


Iwar 

J  lanO, 


wUh   Engr 
no-Ships  out. 


6s 


67 


67 


881     69 


330 


198 


300 


476 


2395: 


190 


NiB.  From  the  Year  1719  arc  included  the  Sts.ait- Davis  Ships.. 


The 


'5 
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A.    D. 

17S8      The  number  of  vcflcls  which  have  been  employed  in  the  Whale  Fifliery  to  Davis's  Streighti 
and  the  Greenland  Seas,  in  the  prefent  year,  were  222*,  meafuring  altogether  65,267   tons  ; 
'their  cargoes  confifted  of  5,989  tons  of  clean  oil;  7,654  tons,.  I  cwt,  4  lbs.   whale  fins;  and 
•131386  fcal  fltins. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  Britifh  Corn  exported,  and  of  Foreign  Corn  imported  and 
exported  for  the  year  1781,  as  taken  from  the Cullom-houfe  books. 


Briti/h^  exported. 

Foreign^  imported. 

Fwretgn^  exported. 

^s.    Bujh. 

^rs.    BuJh. 

^s.    BuJh. 

Barley, 

— 

62,187     4 

10,685     2 

171     3 

•Seans, 

— 

8>933    0 

9.189     7 

997    4 

Oats, 

Oatmeal, 

— 

11,442     7 
619    3 

331*053     3 
2,o£6     3 

907     I 

.Peas, 

Rye, 

— 

4,520     I 

1,091     7 

63    0 

30,929         I 

Wheat, 

■"" 

49,769         I 

116,936     4 
Cwt*    qrs.  lis. 

8,241     4 
Cwt.  qrs.  lis. 

Wheat  Flour, 

-^ 

24,208         I 

25,227      2    18 

1,471      I    17 

Malt, 

— 

146,280        0 

> 

The  following  are  the  variations  of  the  public  funds  during  this  year,  with  the  higheft  and 
ioweft  prices  arranged  oppofite  to  each  month. 
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March,      |  'S^j 
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2 

3 
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April, 

May, 

June, 

Auguft, 

Septcmb,  J" '  ''f 
*^  I  »72i 

f  >73t 
ijii 


(17 
I '7 

1172^ 

f  >72i 

li7ii 

n7H 

1»73 

J17H 

l»7 


Oftober, 
Novemb. 
Deccmb. 


ifer 
rtdue 


5t 
61 


5{ 
5k 
4i 
4i 

4 

l^ 
61 
41- 
6t 
41- 
4l 
3i 
4i 
34 
3t 
24 


tcnU 

eo»Jai 


7i 
54 
54 

55- 
5t 
54 
54 

5^ 
5t 
4i 
5^ 

44 
54 

34 
54 
34 

5t 

44 

54 

44 

54 

44 

4 

34 


cent. 

conjol 

954 
954 
964 
96i 

964 
96i 

95i 

944 

944 

944 

94f 

93  f 

95i 

944 
96t 

954 
964 
94f 

944 
924 

944 
934 
93t 
924 


Ann 
1777 


^HH. 


22i 

—    1 22  A 

s\ 

44 
5i 

4t 

44 

41- 

4i- 

4t 

4t 

4 

34 

3i 

4t 

34 

44 

34 

44 

34 

44 

34 


Short 
Ann, 
1778 

'34 
134 


22H 

— 

22-1- 

^ 

224 

134 

22^ 

— 

22^ 

>34 

224 

— 

22i 

'34 

22 

— 

224 

'34 

22 

— 

22| 

'34 

22J: 

'3i 

224 

'3 

22i 

'3f 

22i 

'34 

22 

'3 

22-J: 

'34 

21 

'3t 

22^ 

'34 

21 

'3t 

2li 

'3i 

214 

'3tt 

India 

India 

India 

South 

Sta 

Suci. 

Stock. 

• 

Ann, 

Bands. 

'75 

_ 

89s. 



i7oi- 



81 



'724 

75t 

85 

84i- 

171 

754 

84 

— 

i7oi 

74t 

91 

— 

170 

75i- 

^4 

— 

'75 

75t 

82 

Hi 

'74 

744 

81 

— 

'74 

74t 

85 

— 

'734 

734 

82 

— 

'73 



68 

-^ 

171 

— 

65 

— 

1684 

74t 

70p. 



704 

39 



i69t 

— 

75 

— 

i68i 

— 

40 

— 

17O4 

70 

73 

834 

\% 



7' 

— 

70^ 

78 

— 

i68t 

69i 

72 



i7oi- 

704 

78 



i68i 

69i 

72 

— 

166 

68i- 

72 

82t 

164J 

68^ 

70 

Old 

Ann, 


54 

5t 

54 

44 
6 

54 
54 
54 
Si 
5t 
Si 
54 
44 

44 

si 

44 
34 
34 
4t 
24 

4i 

24 
24 


3/**^ 

Mw 

crif/. 

Navy 

1^51 

Bills 

— 

2i 

— 

2 

74f 

24 

^ 

24 

75t 

'4 

— 

2 

— 

24 



14 

75 

»4 

744 

2l 

— 

2 

68 

24 

6i 

2dif. 

— 

2 

— 

14 

74f 

2 

734 

'4 

-^ 

'4 



i4 

-^ 

'4 

-^ 

'4 

^^^, 

t3 

*T 

^ 

'4    , 

5^#r 
cent. 

Navy, 

Exciepitr 
Bi/ii. 

"5t 

28 

ii2i^ 

27 

"34 

II2| 

32 

28 

"34 

26 

"3i 

— 

"34 

— 

"34 

— 

"34 

.  — 

"3 

— 

"4 

20 

"34 

— 

n2|. 

21  p. 

"14 

— 

"4i 

37 

II2| 

23 

114 

38 

"34 

— 

"4t 
1 124 

39 
38 

9a 

1124 

1 124 
"34 


38 

3' 
28 


An  account  of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  within  the  bills  of  mortality  ia  London. 

Cbriftened,  males    9,892  Buried,  males      9,962 

■  females    9,667  females      9.735 


»9.S59 


19,697 


*mmm 


A     P     P     E     N     D     I    X. 


Although  the  following  Papers  were  communicated  to  us  at  too  late  a  Period  to  be 
incorporated  with  the  Work  itjelfy  we  have^  notwithjianding^  thought  them  fuf^ 
Jiciently  inter ejiing  to  be  given  in  the  Form  of  an  Appendix. 


COPPER. PLATE      ENGRAVINGS. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  artrcle  of  commerce  has  arifen  very  lately  in  this  countryi  in  a  manner 
fo  rapid,  tbiat  it  is  fomewhat  curious  to  inveftigate  the  caufe  of  it — we  mean  that  of  engraved 
prints.  Foreign  prints^  particularly  the  French,  were  fo  greatly  fupcrior  to  thofe  cxecbted  in  this 
country,  that  immenfe  quantities  of  them  were  imported  either  for  the  port-folio,  or  for  furniture. 
Mr.  Alderman  Boydcll,  theperfon  principally  concerned  in  this  article  of  importation,  with  a  public 
fpirit  and  patriotifm,  of  which  his  country  has  had  many  proofs,  conceived  an  idea,  that  if  the  artifts 
of  this  country  were  to  receive  fuitable  encouragement,  and  have  the  works  of  the  great  mailers  put 
before  them,  they  might  equal,  if  not  excel,  thofe  of  foreign  countries.  This  idea  was  fo  well 
founded,  that  though  it  was  only  attempted  to  be  put  in  execution  by  him  about  the  year  1760,  he 
was  enabled  to  publifli,  in  1761,  the  Nlobe^  and  fome  others  engraved  by  Woollett,  after  piftures 
by  Wilfon  and  Smith*  This  proved  fuch  a  fpccimen  of  the  Englifli  fchool,  as  gained  the  admira- 
tion of  all  Europe,  and  infured  a  favourable  reception  to  his  future  undertakings,  which  have  indeed 
been  as  fuccefsful  as  they  have  been  exteniive ;  witnefs  the  numerous  capital  engravings  from  the. 
great  mailers,  in  the  Devonlhire^  Houghton,  and  other  coUeQions,  lately  executed.  Such  has  been 
the  very  rapid  progrefs  of  the  art  of  engraving  in  this  country,  fince  the  period  above-mentioned, 
from  the  fpiritcd  conduft  and  liberal  encouragement  given  to  the  artifts  by  Mr.  Boydell,  that  in  tlie 
courfe  of  a  few  years  he  has  lived  to  fee  his  whole  fyllem  crowned  with  fuccefs  ;  infomuch,  that  in- 
ftcad  of  all  the  fine  prints  fold  in  this  country  being  imported  from  abroad,  the  exports  are  how, 
to  the  imports,  (by  the  moft  accurate  calculation)  as  five  hundred  is  to  one ;  and  thefe  exports 
are  not  confined  to  any  one  country,  for  they  extend  from  Madrid  to  Mofcow..  It  is  but  juftice, 
however,  to  fay,  that  fo  great  a  change  in  this  channel  of  commerce,  has  been  greatly  aided  by  the 
inllitutjon  of  the  Royal  Academy — An  inllitution  which  will  do  lalting  honour  to  his  prcfent  Ma« 
jelly — as  the  young  artift  there,  from  a  contemplation  of  the  elaborate  works  of  genius,  acquires  a 
competent  knowledge  in  drawing  and  defign, — very  eflential  requifites  to  attain  aivy  degree  of  exceU 
ience  in  this  filler  art. 

It  perhaps  may  not  be  thought  improper  here  to  mention  an  undertaking,^  that  promifes  to  carry 

painting,  as  well  as  engraving,  totbefummit  of  perfeftion  in  England^  efpecially  as  it  is  conduced 
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by  the  fame  perfon  who  has  already,  as  we  have  before  ftated,  fo  efletitisdly  ferved  his  country  in  thir 
line  of  commerce  :-r-We  allude  to  the  magnificent  dcfign  of  illuftrating  the  principal  fcenes  of  Shake-^ 
fpeare,  by  near  a  hundred  capital  piftures,  from  which  engravings  are  to  be  made  by  the  firll  artifls 
in  this  country,  for  a  fuperb  edition  of  this  author's  works..    Many  of  thefe  piftures  are  collected 
together  and  offered  to*  the  publia  view  in  a  gaHery  erefled  for  that  purpofe.     WJicn-we  contemplate 
this  defign,  we  cenfefs  we  are  dazzled  by  its  grandeur ;  we  fhall,  therefore,  content  ourfelves^  with 
vfing  the  words  of  an  eminent  author,  Dr.  Robertfon,  who  fpeaking  of  the  fubje£t  has  faid,  *^  That 
it  is  an  undertaking  worthy  the  magnificence  of  a  great  nation,  in  honour  of  its  favourite  author.'^ 
It  is  very  certain,  that  no  age^  nor  no  country,  has  ever  raifed  fuch  a  monument  to  any  authoi^ 

But  to  what  lengths  the  enterprize  of  men  of  talents,  feconded  by  the  confidential  afliftance  of  a- 
liberal  public,  will  go,  cannot  eafily  be  determined.     The  fine  arts  in  all  other  countries  have  beerv 
fupported'by  devotion^  in  the  execution  of  endlefs  altar-pieces^  &c;  and  by  the  patronage  of  great 
iamilies  :  but,  in  this  country,  commerce  feems  to  be  doing  that,  which  religion  and  perfonal  patro^ 
nage^  could  alone  eflfeft  in  foreign  nations  ;  and  as  commerce  is  the  fiibjeft  of  our  labours,  we  are 
happy  in  giving  this  additional  proof  of  its  importance. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  in  this  place,  to  mention  the  polygraphia  invention' of  Mr.  Jofeph  Bbodi^. 
portrait  painter,  by  which  paintings  in  oil  colours  are  copied  or  multiplied.     This  art  already  be-- 
«w£ins  to  fiourifli,  and*promifes  no  inconfiderable  article  to  the  commerce  of  this  country. 

POTTERIES'  AND    EARTHEN    WARE. 

A  manufaftory  oF  earthen  ware  has  been  carried  on^  at  BuriTem  inStaffordfhire,  and  fome  of  the- 
neighbouring  villages,  from  time  immemorial.     It  can  be  tracedwiih  certainty  for  at  leaft  two  ccn^ 
turies  back ;   of  its  firft  introduftion,  no  tradition  remains :   but  it  has  not,   till  of  late  years^ 
been  of  confequence  enough,  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  public^  or  to. merit  the  notice  of  writers, 
upon  commerce. 

In  t686,  as  we  Icarn  from  Dr.  Plbt*s  Natural  Hiftory  of  StaffordfHirc,  publifhcd  in  that  year,  only 
the  coarfe  yellow,  red,  black,  and  mottled  wares,  were  made  in  this  country;  and  the  only  mato- 
rials  employed  for  them,  appear  to  have  been  the  difftrent  coloured  clays  which  are  fcmnd  in  tine 
neighbourhood,  and  which  form  fome  of  the  mcafiiresv  orftrata  of  tbec»al  mines.  Thefe  coarfe 
clays  made  the  body  of  the  ware,  and  the  glaze  was  produced  by  powdered  lead  ore,  (brinkled  on  the 
pieces  before  firing,  with  the  addition  of  a  little  manganefe  for  fome  particular  colours >  The  quai>- 
tiry  of  goods  manufaflured,  was  atthattime  fo  inconfiderable,  that  the  chief  fale  of  them,  theDoo 
tor  fays,  was  **  to  poor  crate-men,  who  carried  them  on  their  backs  all  over  the  country.'' 

About  the  year  169P,  two  ingenious  artifans  from  Germany,  of  the  name  of  Eller,  fettled  near 
Burflem,  and  carried  on  a  fmall  work  fbr  a  little  time.  They  brought  into  this  country  the  method 
of  glazing  (lone  ware,  by  cafiihg  fait  into  the  kiln  while  it  is  hot,  and  fome  other  improvements  of 
lefs  importance  ;  but  finding  they  could  not  keep  their  fecrets  tothemfeives,  they  left,  thc.place  rather 

in  difguft. 

From  this  time,  various  kinds  of  ftone  ware,  gTazedby  the  fumes  of  fait  in  riie  manner  abov6- 
mehtioned,  were  added  to  the  wares  before  made.  The  white  kind,  which  afterwards  became,  and^ 
for  many  fucceeding  years  continued;  the  ftaple  branch  of  pottery,  is  faid  to  have  owed  its  origin  to 
the  following  accident.  A  potter,  Mr.  Aftbury,  travelling  to  London,  perceived  fomething  amifs 
with  one  of  his  horfe's  eyes ;  an  oftler  at  Dunftable  faid  he  could  foon  cure  him,  and  for  that  purpoie 
put  a  common  black  Hint  ftone  into  the  fire.  The  potter  obferving  it,  when  taken  out,  to  be  of.  a 
fine  white,  immediately  conceived:  the  idea  of  improving  bia  ware,  by  the  addition  of  this  material  to' 
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the  whitcft  day  he  could  procure:  accordingly  he;  fcnt  home  a  quantity  of  tlic  flint  ftones  of  that 
country,  where  they  arc  plentiful  among  the  chalk,  and  by  mixing  them  with  tobacco-pipeclay, 
produced  a  white  ftone  ware,  much  fuperiour  to  any  that  had  been  feen  before. 

^ome  of  the  other  potters  foon  difcovered  the  fource  of  this  fupcriority,  and  did  not  fail  to  follow 
his  example.  For  a  long  time  they  pounded  the  flint  ftones  in  private  rooms,  by  manual  labour,  la 
mortars;  but  many  of  the  poor  workmen  fufFercd  fevcrcly  from  the  duft  of  the  flint  getting  int^ 
their  lungs,  and  producing  dreadful  coughs,  confumptions,  and  other  pulmonary  diforders.  Thefc 
difafters,  and  the  increafcd  demand  for  the  flint  powder,  induced  them  to  try  to  grind  it  by  mills  of 
various  conftruflions ;  and  this  method,  being  found  both  eflFeftual  and  fafe,  has  continued  in 
practice  ever  (ince. 

With  thefc  imprpvements,  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefcnt  centui^y,  various  articles  were  produced 
for  tea  and  coffee  equipages.  Soon  after,  attempts  were  made  to  furnifh  the  dinner  table  alfo  ;  and 
before  the  middle  of  the  century,  utenflls  for  the  table  were  manufaftured  in  quantity,  as  well  for 
exportation  as  home  confumption. 

But  the  fait  glaze^  the  only  one  then  in  ufe  for  this  purpofe^  is,  in  its  own  nature,  fo  imperfeA; 
and  the  potters,  from  an  injudicious  competition  among  themfelves  for  cheapnefs,  rather  than  excel- 
lence, had  been  fo  inattentive  to  elegance  of  form,  and  neatnefs  of  workmanfhip,  that  this  ware 
was  rcjeded  from  the  tables  of  perfons  of  rank  ;  and,  about  the  year  1760,  a  white  ware,  much  more 
beautiful^  and  better  glazed  than  ours,  began  to  be  imported  in  coniiderablc  quantities  from. 
France. 

This  inundation  of  a  foreign  manufaflure,  fo  much  fuperiour  to  any  of  our  own,  muft  have  had 
Tery  bad  efleds  upon  the  potteries  of  this  kingdom,  if  a  new  one,  fiill  more  to  the  public  tafte,  had 
not  appeared' foon  after.  In  the  year  1763,  Mr.  J oiiah  Wedgwood,  who  had  already  introduced 
feveral  improvements  into  this  art,  invented  a  fpecies  of  earthen  ware,  for  the  table,  quite  new  in 
its  appearance,  covered  with  a  rich  and  brilliant  glaze,  bearing  fudden  alternations  of  lieat  and  cold, 
jnanufaftured  with  eafe  and  expedition,  and  confequently  cheap  ;  and  having  .every  requifite  for  the 
purpofe  intended.  To  this  new  manufa£ture  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  give  her  name  and  patronage^ 
commanding  it  to  be  called  ^een\s  warc^  and  honouring  the  inventor  by  appointing  him  her 
Majefty's  potter. 

To  the  fame  perfon  ^we  owe  the  invention  of  tlie  following  kinds  of  ear-tlien  ware  and 
porcelain,  viz. 

I.  A  Terra  Cotta^  refe  rob  ling  porphyry,  granite,  Egyptian  pebble,  and  other  beaiitiful  ftones,  of 
the  Siliceous  or  Cryftalline  order.     ' 

II.  Bafaltes\  a  fine  black  porcelain  bifque,  of  nearly  the  fame  properties  with  the  natural  ftone  ; 
it  receives  a  high  polifti,  ferves  as  a  touchftone  for  metals,  ft^jf^ies  fire  with  fteel,  refifts  all  the  acids, 
and  bears,  vvlthout  injury,  a  ftronger  fire  than  the  bafaltes  itfelf. 

IIL  lyh'ite  Porcelain  bifque,  of  a  fmooth  wax-like  furfape,  of  the  iame  properties  with  the 
preceding,  except  in  what  depends  upon  colour. 

VI^  Jafper\  a  white  porcelain  bifque,  of  cxquifite  beauty  and  delicacy,  poflTefling  the  general  pro- 

:pcrties  of  the  bafaltes,  together  with  that  of  receiving  pqlours,  through  its  whole  fubftance,  in  a 

manner  which  no  other  body^  ancient  or  modem,  has  been  known  to  do  :  this  renders  it  peculiarly 

fit  for  cameos,  portraits,  and  all  fubjefts  in  bas  relief,  as  the  ground  may  be  coloured  throughout, 

without  paint  or  enamel,  while  the  raifed  figures  are  of  a  pure  white. 

:V,  ,i3ambo0,  or  cane^coloured  bifque  porcelain,  of  the  fame  nature  as  No.  3. 
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VL  A  poreefain  hlf^i^  remarkable  for  great  hardntfs^  little  inferior  to  that  of  agate :  thrs- 
.proptrty,  together  with  its  refiftancc  to  the  ftrongeft  acids  and  corro(ives»  and  its  iiti penetrability  bjr 
every  known  liquid,  adapts  it  for  mortars,  and  many  dififcrent  kinds  of  diemical  veflels. 

Thefe  fix  diftinft  fpecics,  together  witli  tlie  Queen*s  ware  already  mentioned,  expanded  into  a 
thoufand  different  forms,  for  ornament  as  well  as  ufe,  varioufly  painted  and  cmbellilhed,.  conftitute 
rtearly  the  whole  of  the  preftnt  fine  Englifh.  earthen  wares-  and  porcelains,  which  are  now  become 
tbe  fource  of  an  imiiienfe  trade ;    and  which,  confidercd  as  an  objeft  of  national  indtiftry  and*, 
commerce,  make  one  of  the  moft  important  manufaftures  of  the  kingdom. 

The  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Wedgwood,  to  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council,  and  at  the  Bars  oC 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  when  a  commercial  arrangement  with  Ireland  was  inr  agitation,  in 
I785,  will  fhcw  the  extent  of  this  maruifafhire,  and  its  value  to  our  maritime  and  landed,  as  well  as- 
Commercial   interefts.      Though- the  manufacturing  part  alone  gives  br^ad  to  fifteen  or  twenty 
thoufand  people,  he  looks  upon  .this  as  a  fmall  objed,  when  compared  with  the  many  others  thair 
are  put  in  motion  .by  it,    t//z.  The  immenfe  quantity  of  inland  carriage  it  creates  throughout* 
England,  both  in  its  raw  materials,  and  finiflicd  goods— the-  great  number  of  people  employed  in 
the  txtenfivc' coilieries  for  its  ufe — the  ftill  greater  numbers  employed  in  rcujing  and  preparing  the  rcnv 
fnat^friaiSf  in  fcveral  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  from  near  the  Land's  End^  in  Cornwall,  onfe  way,. 
along  different  parts  of  the  coaft,    Falmouth,  Tcignmouth,   Exeter,  Pool,   Gravcfend,  and  the 
Norfolk  coaii;  the  other  way,  to  Biddfeford,  Wales,  and  the  Irifh  coaft — iht  coqfiingveffelst  which  . 
being  employed,  at  the  proper  feafons,  in  the  Newfoundland  filhcry,  carry  thefe  materials  coaftwife 
to  Liverpool  and  Hull,  to  the  amount  of  many  thoufiuid  tons  yearly,  at  times  when  they  would 
btherwife  be  laid  up  idie  in  harbour — the  further  conveyance  from  thofc  ports,  by  river  and  canals 
navigatiisf^  to  one  of  the  moft  inland  fituations  in  the  kingdom.— and  the  reconveyance  of  the  finiftied 
goods  to  the  different  ports-  of  this  idand,  where  they  are  (hipped  for  every  foreign  market  that  is 
opei^tothc  earthen  wares  of  England. 

He  obferves  further,  that  this  manufaftui-c,  in  a  national  view,  is  attended  with  fbme  advantagcotis 
circumfiahceS)  almoft  peculiar  to  itfelf;  fuch  as,  that  the  value  of  the  manufactured  goods  confifts- 
almoft  wholly  in  labour — that  one  ton  of  raw  materiak  producer  feveral  tons  of  finilhed  goods  for 
Shipping,  the  freight  being  then  charged,  not  by  the  weight,  but  by  the  bulk— that  fcarcc  a  veflel 
leaves  any  of  our  ports,  without  more  or  lefs  of  this  cheap,  bulky,  and  therefore  valuable  article  to- 
this  maritime  country — ^and,  above  all,  that  not  lefs  thai^  five-fixths  of  the  whole  produce  of  the 
{lotteries  are  exported  to  foreign  markets. 

Confiderable  as  this  objeft  may  now  appear,  Mr.  Wedgwood,  in  his  evidence  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  declares  himfelf  imprefled  with  the  idea  that  the  art  is  ftill  b\:tt  in  its  infancy,  compared* 
with  what  it  may  arrive  at,  if  not  inHrrupted  in  its  growth. 

By  this  laft  expreflion  we  fuppofe  he  alludes  to  the  introdnftion  of  excifc  laws  into  the  potteries^, 
of  which  there  was  forae  talk  at  tliat  time  ;  but  it  would  have  been  too  impolitic  a  ftep  to  check  fo* 
growing  a  manufafturc  by  excife  laws,  efpecially  when  five-fixths  of  the  duty  collefted,  muft  have 
been  paid  back  again  upon  exportation  df  the  goods,  and  an  opening  thereby  made  for  frauds,  which 
^if  we  may  jiidgc  from  what  has  been  praftifed  in  other  articles)  would  have  made  the  drawbacks. 
lUnbiint  even  to  more  than  the  foms  originally  colleAed^ 
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THECOALTRADE. 

The  carlicft  account  we  have  of  the  importation  of  fca  coab  into  London,  was  about  the  year 
1350 ;  and,  in  the  year  1400,  the  nobility  and  citizens  petitioned  the  King,  *•  to  prohibit  the  further 
vfe  of  fo  noxious  and  unhealthy  a  kind  of  fuel,*'  as  they  then  imagined  it  to  be ;  and  from  ihs^ 
period  to  the  prefent,  the  importation  has  gradually  increafed. . 

As  an  article  of  commerce,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  its  importance,  from  the  following 
fiatement : 

Above  500  fhips,  from  one  to  500  tons,  are  employed  in  bringing  coals  to  London,  and  coaftways, 
navigated  by  many  thoufand  feamen  and  flout  boys.  The  import  into  London  alone,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  laft  year  (rySS)  amounted  to  766,795  chaldrons,  from  Newcaftle,  Sunderland^  BIyth  Nook^ 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  Liverpool. 

The  duty  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  on  this  amazing  import  to  the  metropolis^  is  no  lefs  a  fum 
tlian  ^306,718,  and  that  without  the  expcnce  of  a  fingle  Cullom-Houfe  Officer  m  board.  The 
importation  of  this^  has  exceeded  any  former  year,  by  at  leaft  5000  chaldrons  ;  and  it  would  have 
been  twenty  or  30,000  more,  if  contrary  winds  had  not  prevailed  in  November,  and  the  frofl  fct  in 
fo  early  in  December. 

A  centuiry  ago,  this  trade  was  very  inconfiderable  to  what  it  is  at  prefent,  as  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  different  Tea-port  towns,  and  the  metropolis,  were  fewer,  and  the  various 
roanufafiures  requiring  conflant  fupplies  of  this  commodity,  lefs  extenfive  and  numerous.  At  that 
period  the  maflers  of  veffels,  employed  in  the  London  trade^  ufed  to  frequent  a  place  in  Low^ 
Thames-flreet,  called  Room  Land,  adjoining  to  Billingfgate,  where  they  met  very  early  in  the 
morning,  and  difpofed  of  their  coals.  In  procefs  of  time,  this  mode  was  found  very  in* 
convenient;  and  as  feveral  perfons,  who  kept  lighters  and  barges,  had  direAions  from  their 
employers,  the  Captains  rather  chofe  to  difpofe  of  their  cargoes  entire,-  at  once  to  the 
lightermen,  than  retail  them  in  fmall  quantities,  allowing  them  a-  fmall  difcount  for  prompt 
payment;  by  which  means  they  were  enabled  to  fix  one  certain  price  for  the  whole  cargo  and 
get  their  fhips  unloaded  in  a  fhortcr  fpace  of  time.  But,  in  order  to  produce  this  reguhtion,. 
an  intermediate  peffon  was  appointed,  who  was  formerly  callcdi  a  coal  crimp,  or  more  properly 
m  broker,  or  faaor,  to  whom  the  fhip*s  loading  was  regularly  configned,.  who  was  to  fell^hc 
cargo,  give  fccurity,  and  pay  the  duties  at  the  Guflom-Houfe,  colleft  the  amount  of  falcs  from  the 
buyers,  and  fettle  with  the  owners.  The  fame  kind  of  method  is  obferved  in  the  North,  by  the 
owners  of  the  collieries,  who  appoint  a  perfon,  called  a  fitter,  to  vend  their  coals  to  the  fhip  owners, 
who  take  the  rifque  of  the  voyage,  bothof  fhip  and  cargo,  unlefs  they  are  freighted  on  account  of 
fome  other  perfon,  which  is  fomeiimes  the  cafe.  This  is  now  the  invariable  method  purfued  in  the 
conduft  of  the  Coal  Trade.  Early  in  the  prefent  century  various  complaints  had  been  made  to 
Parliament,  of  combinations,  both  in  the  Noith,  and  in  London,  from  jealoufies  having  arifen- 
among  the  coal  owners  in  the  North,  and  competitors  in  aiines ;  and  at  London  among  the 
fmaller  dealers,  who  wifhed,  inflead  of  buying  them  at  fccond  hand,  to  have  them,  from  the 
fhips.  Thcfc  complaints  arofc,  in  the  firfl:  inflance,  from  perfons,  who  were  proprietors  of 
collieries  of  an  inferior  repute,  having  prevailed  upon  the  London  principal  dealers,  by  pecuniary 
inducements,  to  get  their  coals  vended  at  the  London  market,  in  preference  to  others.  This^ 
operated,  for  a  time,  to  their  interefl;  but  others,  who  did  not  think  fit  to  obferve  the  fame  rule, 
applied  to  Parliament  to  put  aflop  t»  that  undue  preference;  and  an  a6t  was  paflcd,  by  which  the 

^  donor 
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dooor  Of  acceptor  of  any  gratuitj  became  liable  to  a  penalty  of  50L      This,  howcTcr,  liad  only  m 
temporary  cSeAf  and  occafioned  a  fecond  complaint,  and  a  further  reftrifiion  of  500L  penalty  on 
tnn%refliog  the  ad.     But  even  this  did  not  remedy  the  evil ;  which  bat,  by  degrees,  induced  the 
coal  offners  at  large,  with  only  one  or  two  exceptions,  to  allow  a  prcmiom  to  the  principal  buyers^ 
at  the  London  market,  which  has  varied  from  6d.  to  is.  per  chaldron,  according  to  their  rcfpefilve 
opinions  of  the  neceffity  of  doing  it.     In  that  fiate  the  tRule  has  continued  till  the  lad  year.    Several 
ads  of  Parliament  have  likewife  pafled  to  regulate  the  (hipping,   in  the  North,  and  their  delivery 
at  London.     The  irregularities  compbined  of  in  the  North  arofe  from  particular  partialities  bcinj; 
ihewn  in  point  of  loading ;  for  many  of  the  fitters  having  become  men  of  fuch  opulence  as  to  engage  - 
deeply  in  (hipping,  they  were  too  apt  to  give  fuch  ihips  as  they  were  concerned  in  an  unfair 
preference.     The  genera!  body  of  (hip  owners,  therefore,  got  aii  ad  to  regulate  the  turn  of  loading, 
by  which  means  every  (hip  was  loaded  as  (he  applied  in  a  fair  turn.     To  prevent  any  combinations 
at  the  London  market,  an  ad  was  palled  to  prevent  any  number  of  ihips  laying  above  fourteen  days, 
after  their  entry  at  the  London  port,  who fc  cargoes  were  unfold  ;  by  which  means  no, Captains  have 
tit  in  their  power  to  refufe  a  fair  market  price.    But  tbele  ads  of  Parliament,  after  theiirft  impref&on 
of  them  had  been  fomewhat  obliterated,  were  frequently  difregarded  ;  and  the  coal  dealers  forgot,  or 
at  leaft  grew  carelefs  of  ads  which  were  but  feldom  enforced  with  vigour.     This  occaiioned,  of  late 
years,  a  want  of  that  caution  among  the  dealers,  which  had  at  firft  been  obferved,  fo  that  they 
received  gratuities  in  too  open  a  manner.     As  informers  will  always  be  on  tlie  watch,  it  happened 
that,  in  the  year  1787,  fome  needy  pe9ple,  who  had  failed  in  that  trade,  took  advantage  of  the 
penal  ftatute,    and    having  obtained   proofs  of  the  adual  receipts  of  premiums,    by  moft   of 
the  principal  dealers,    inftituted  fuits  againft  them  on  the  ads  of  Parliament;   and  one  having 
been  tried,  which  only  failed  from  an  error  of  its  being  wrong  worded,  the  whole  trade  took 
the  alarm,  and  applied  to  Parliament  to  pafs  an  ad  of  oblivion,  dating  its  ancient  ufage,  and  the 
motives  of  the  perfons  who  had  occafioned  the  application.      The  petition  was   referred  to  a 
Committee,  who  examined  evidence  on  both  (ides,  and  an  ad  of  oblivion  was  paiTcd,  for  all  former 
caufes  of  adions,  on  the  trade  farisfying  the  perfons  who  Jiad  already  brought  thofe  adions ;  which 
tliey  did,  at  a  coniiderable  expencc. 

COAL         TAR. 

The  manilfadure  of  Coal  Tar,  for  which  a  prolonged  patent  has  been  granted,  by  ad  of  Parlia- 
^fficnt,  to  the.  Earl  of  Dundonald,  is  already  become  a  coniiderable  commercial  article.  Its  fucccfsful 
application,  as  a  prefervative  to  (hip's  bottoms,  iron  work,  (heds,  barns,  and  all  kinds  of  fences, 
{ives  it  thepromife,  not  only  of  general  confumption  at  home,  but  of  great  demand  abroad. 

CAST      PLATE      G  L  A  S  S. 

An  extenfive  manufadory  of  this  elegant  and  valuable  branch  of  commerce,  was.(irft  efbbliflied 

•in  Lancafliirc,  about  the  year  1773,  through  the  fpiritcd  exertions  of  a  very  refpedable  body  of 

proprietors,  whowere  incorporated  by  an  ad  of  Parliament.     From,  thofe -various  difBcuIties  con^ 

ilantly  attendant  upon  new  ^indertakings,    when  they  have  to  contend   with   powerful  foreign 

cftabn(hment8,  it  was  for  fome  lime  conljderably  embarrafled ;    but  Government,  of  late,  having 

:taken  oflFfome  rcftridions  that  bore  hard  upoiiit,  and  made  fome  judicious  regulations  relative  4o 

the  mode  of  levying  the  Excife  duty,  it  now  bids  fair  to  rival,  if  not  furpafs,  the  mod  celebrate^ 

•Continental  manufadures,   both  with  refpeft  to.  the  quality,    brilliaiicy,    and  .fize  of  its  pro- 

dadions. 

PAISLEY 
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PAISLEY      MANUFACTORY. 

Fkifley  was  ereAed  into  a  burgh,  or  barony^,  by  James  the  IVth.  of  Scotland,  1488,  and  enjoys 
til  the  powers  neccifary  for  government  and  police,  without  any  of  the  burthens  to  whjch  Royal 
burghs  are  fubjeded.  The  freedom  of  the  place  is  conferred  on  very  moderate  tsrms  ;  and,  though 
tlie  revenues  of  it  are  not  great,  they  have  been  managed  to  the  beft  advantage..  As  theextenfive 
mftnuftftures  carried  on  at  this  town^  and  places  adjacent,  are  valuable  acqailitions  to  the  country, 
they  will  naturally  excite  the  attention  of  all  who  conflder  manufactures  to  be  the  chief  pillars  of  our 
national  profperity. 

The  branches  of  manufaAures  carried  on  at  Pafifley,  are  the  linen,,  the  thread,  the  iilk,  and  the. 
cotton.  The  manufa£hKe  of  linen^  and  linen  mixed  with  cotton,  was  begun  before  the  union  of 
the  two  nations  ;  but,  at  that  time,  was- very  inconfiderable.  A  few  looms. were  employed  in  weaving 
muflinsi  but  this  trade  was  foon  aiuiihilated  by  the  introduflion  of  foreign  muflins.  It  is  a  curious 
circumftance  thati  after  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  thfs  fabric  for  eighty  ..years,  the  progrefs  of  the 
manufacturing  arts  is  fo  far  advanced,  that  tliey  have  now,  with  great  probability  of  fuccefs, 
commenced  a.rivalfhip  with  the  weavers  of  Indoftan,  where  that  fabric  has  been  manufactured  for 
ages. 

.  Their  next  attempt  was  weaving  ftriped  linens,. which  they  named. Bengalsj  and  were  an  imitatioa. 
•f  cotton,  but  made  of  linen  and  cotton  yarn.  At  this  time,  a  trade  with  England  beiqg.  opened,  a 
confiderable  trade  of  check  handkerchiefs  was  carried  on,  for  feveral  years,  with  advantage*  To 
thi^iiicceeded. plain,  ftriped,  fpotted,  and  figured  lawns,  and  bordered  handkerchiefs..  After  this, 
plain  and  figured  thread  gauze  was  added  to  the  other  fabrics.  Thefe  light  fancy  articles  tended  to 
excite  the  ingenuity  and  tafte  of  the  artifts ;  fo  that  goods,  of  various  patterns,  were  now  made,  and 
their  fuccefs  in  invention  and  workmanfliip  was  confiderable.  The  Paifley  manufactures  were  now- 
in  demand,  both  in  the  home  and  the  foreign  markets,  and  a  foundation  was  laid  for  that  extenfive 
bufinefs,  to  which  they  have  fince  attained.  In  order  to  afccrtain  the  progrefs  of  this  branch,  we 
here  fubjoin  an  abftraft  account  from  the  Stamp  Matter's  books,  who  made  a  report  yearly,  upoa. 
«ath,  to  the  Honourable  Boasd  of  Truftees  forfilheries  and  manufactures,  &c. 
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The  manufacture  of  thread  was  firft  attempted,  in  this  country,  by  Mrs.  Millar,  of  Bargarran,  im 
172a,  on  having  received  fome  information  and.machinery  from  Holland.  Her  example  was  immedi- 
ately followed  by  feveral  families  in  Paifley.     They  imitated  that  fpecies,  called  Nuns,  or  ounce 
thread,  which  is  made  up  in  hanks  of  forty  threads,  and  reeled  upon. reds  a  yard  in  ciraumference. 
This   manufacture  fuccecded  c.q.ually  well  with  tlie  lawns  and  gauzes,  and. has  arrived  at  an  higlL 
degree  of  perfeCUon.     But  after  being  once  cftablifhed,   and  the  profits  reduced  to  a  moderate 
quantum,  methods  were  adopted  by  fome  ta  encreafc  thefe  profits,  which  were  neither  honourable 
nor,  in  the  refult,.  advantageous,  by  putting  thirty  threads  in  the  hank,  inftcad  of  forty ;  but  wheri 
the  thirty  threads  became  pcrfcClIy  kno,wn.  ia  the  market,  twenty-eight  were  fubftituted  by  fome, 
ioftead  of  thirty^  and  thirty-four  orthirty-fivc  inches  in  length,  inftead  of  thirty-fix..    Frauds  were 

arnivedi 
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arrived  to  fatb  an  height^  that  it  became  highly  neceflary  to  make  application  to  Parliameil^  !• 
remedy  thit  growing  evil,  and  prevent  the  min  of  this  valuable  manufaAory. 

The  different  fpcciet  of  threads  made  at  Paifley,  and  in  its  neighbourhood,  were  nuns  or  onnce 
thready  Lifle  or  dozen  thread,  floarifhing  cotton  for  embroidering,  India  cotton  for  flowering,  and 
Ware  thread. 

The  namber  of  machines  employed  in  twining  thread,  at  Paifley,  in  1784,  was  no^  under  120. 
—Each  machine,  upon  an  Ivcrage,  will  twine,  of  yarn,  2400  fpindies  ;  the  whok' of  which  makes 
288,000. — Thefe  fpindies  of  thread,  valued  at  4s.  6d.  when  manufaAured,  amount  to  64,000!. 

Now  that  we  are  upon  the  fubjeft,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  frotn  a  general  ftatemcnt 
of  the  thread,  manufactured  in  Scotland,  in^i784,  ^to  which  year  this  branch  had  gradually 
encreafed,  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  machines  employed  were  at  leaft  five  hundred,  two  hundred 
of  which  were  employed  in  twining  ounce  threads,  of  every  different  fpecies  included  under  this 
denomination ;  and  confume,  upon  an  average,  2400  fpindies  of  yarn  each,  which  amount  to 
48o,ooo.<— Thefe  fpindies,  at  4s,  6d.  when  manufadured  into  thread,  amount  to  108,000 1. 

Three  hundred  machines,  employed  in  twining,  ditching,  or  pound  threads,  white,  c6loured,  and 
Ofnaburgh,  will  confume  2000'  fpindies  each^  which  make  600,000. — Thefe  fpindies,  at  3S«  9d. 
when  manufa&ured,  amount  to  112,000 1. 

Total  value,  220,oool. Total  fpindies,  1,080,000.  , 

This  manufadure,  in  performing  all  the  various  operations,  from  the  fpinning  of  the  flax  to  the 
jfiniihing  of  the  thread,  employs  upwards  of  20,006  women,  beddes  4000  or  5000  men. 

The  filk  gau2e  manufaQure  was  begun  at  Paifley,  in  1759.  The  fimtlarity  betwixt  thread 
^uze  and  filk  gauze  accelenited  the  progrcfs  of  this  branch.  The  weavers  found  no  great  difficulty 
Sii  imitating  the  Spital-fields  fabrics ;  and  the  manufaSurer  found  it  his  intefeft  to  pulh  a  bufiuefs  fo 
favourably  fituated  for  cheapnefs  of  labour,  compared  with  the  ^metropolis  of  Great-Britain.  A 
company,  from  London,  eftabliflied  a  warehoufe  for  that  branch,  in  1761 ;  and  feveral  others  foon 
after,  compofed  of  partners ;  fome  It  Paiiley,  and  others  in  London.  This  new  manuiaAure  gave 
fufiicient  room  for  the  difplay  of  tafte  and  genius  in  gontriving  new  patterns.  In  this  they  fucceeded 
beyond  all  expeSation.  Paifley  filk  gauges  became  the  fafliionable  wear^through  all  the  polite  circles 
in  Europe.  ThcSpital-fields  manufafturers  were  excelled,  and  the  Britift  gauzes  were  preferred  at 
TariSi  in  oppofitionto  all  the  exertions  of  the  French  manufafturers,  by  whom  thefe  fabrics  were 
originally  invented.  At  length,  his  Moft  Ghriftian  Majefty  publiflied  an  arret,  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  thetn,  under  the  fevered  penalties.  The  immediate  efFcft  of  which,  however,  has 
been  done  away,  by  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  Great-Britain  and  France,  as  gauxcs,  of  aU 
^kindsy  are  admitted  into  thatcountry,  on  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  nunibcr  of  weavers  employed,  in' the  filk  gau^e  fabrication, , are 

not  under  -^  —  —  —  -.•  -      5,000 

"And  the  winders,  warpers,  clippers,  draw-boys,  and  others^  neccflfary 

in  the  various  parts  of  the  filk  ihanufaftory,  *—  .^        5,000 


10,000 


*Suppofe  thefe  ten  thoufand  workmen,  at  an  average,  to  earn  55.  per         £ 

week,  the  Turn  paid  for  wages  will  be,  per  ann.  —  130,000 

^very   filk   loom  produces   an  annual  average  value   of  70I.    the 

amount  of  which  is         ^^  «^  «^  .^  350,000 

Tht 
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The  Value  of  Paifley  ManufxQures,  for  1784. 

Silk  gauzes,        .^  —  —  —  350,000 

Lawns  and  thread  gauze,  —  —  164,385 

Thread,  —.-.—.—  64,800 
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Total        57S»i8s     16 
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The  Number  of  People  employed. 

Lawri  branch.— Weavers,                   —  '—  -* 

Spinners,               —            -^            -*-            —  — , 
Winders,  warpers,  clippers,  &c.        —            — 

Overfeers,              .^            —            — .            _  — 

Makers  of  machinery  and  implements,             «—  — 

Total 
Thread, — Spinners,  winders,  bleachers,  twiners,  &c. 

Silk-weavers,         —            —.—.            —  —. 

Winders,  warpers,  clippers,  &c»       —            —  — . 


2,409 

i,oo<» 
100 

800 


11,684 
4,800 
5,000 

5>ooo 


Total        26,484 


"That  we  may  difcovcr  of  what  importance  thefe  mantifaftures  are  to  this  country,  it  is  proper  t6 
point  out  what  part  of  the  value  i%  the  produce  of  labour,  and  what  part  is  imported  from  foreiga 
countries.  / 


The  lawns,— Grofs  value,  —  — 

Deduft  for  foreign  yarn,  Irifli  included,       — 
Ditto  for  linfeed  and  foreign  alhe^^  «-* 


2 1, 600         O      Q 

1,785    16    6f 


164,385     16     6i 


23^385     i6    64 


The  thread,— Grofs  value,  — 

DeduA  for  yarn,  foreign  and  Irifh, 
Ditto  for  foreign  linfeed  and  alhes. 


Remains    141,000      o    o 
£,    s.  V.    64,800    o    o 
600    00 
580    00. 
'  1,180    o    o 

Remains 


Silk  gauze,— Wages  paid,  —  —  —  *- 

Profits,  at  lol.  per  cent,  including  charges  of  merchandize,         -*• 


53,d'bo 

130,000 

35,000 


o  • 
o  o 
o    o 


Total    369,620      o    o 


Som.c  years  previous  to  this  period,  an  event  happened  which  portended  a  confidcrable  revolution 
in  the  manufaftures  of  Great-Britain.  This  was  the  invention  of  Mr.  Arkwright's  celebrated 
machine,  which  is  fo  aptly  conftr«£ted,   and  to  judicioufly  planned,  that  with  one  great  water 
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wheel,  above  4000  threads  of  cotton  yarn  arc  fpun  at  once,  of  which  the  fineft  rauflJns  are  mann* 
fafturcd,  Thi^  with  the  invention  of  jennies  for  fpinning  woofs,  encouraged  thcmanufaflurcrs, 
both  of  South  and  North  Britain,  to  attempt  the  various  fabrics  of  cotton  goods,  with  great  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs.  Such  powerful  means  of  accelerating  labour,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  producing 
yarn  more  perfcft  in  quality,  had  thecfFeft  of  reducing  the  prices  of  manufa£tured  cottons.  This 
great  acquiiition  operated  likewife  upon  the  fafliions.  Cottons  were  fubftituted  in  part  for  linens^ 
woollcus,  and  even  filks.  Thence  it  became  neceflary  for  the  manufaSurers  at  Paiflcy,  again  to 
attempt  the  fabric  of  mufllns. 

In  1785,  they  engaged  in  this  branch,  and  are  now  carrying  it  on  to  a  confiderablc  extent.  The 
difficulties  attending  every  new  fabric  are  many  ;  the  minutia?  in  the  progrcfs  of  various  operations 
are  at  firft  but  imperfeftly  underftood.  There  is  one  encouraging  circuraftance,  however,  that  tlicy 
have  not  only  great  advantages  from  the  machinery  invented,  which  is  fuperior  to  every  other 
country,  but  alfo  the  weavers  perform  their  operations  better  than  the  Aiiatics.  Yet,  after  all  the 
exertions  made,  and  the  vafl  fums  expended  upon  machinery,  buildings,  materials,  &c.  the  Eaft* 
India  Company  have  it  in  their  power,  by  a  great  importation  of  rouflins,  to  involve  thoufands  of 
induflrious  Britifli  fubje&s  in  diftrefs  and  ruin.  This  appears  evident  from  what  happened  in  1787, 
the  confequence  of  which  we  have  already  noticed  under  that  year.  This  circumftance  attracted  the 
attention  of  theLegiflature,  as  fome  limitation  appeared  abfolutely  neceflary,with  refpcft  to  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  muflins.  Were  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  import  the  raw  material,  which  is  of  a  finer 
quality  than  what  is  produced  on  the  Britifh  Weft  India  lilands,  fuch  a  tlep  would  be  productive  of 
the  moft  falutary  confequences  to  the  home  manufadtures  of  thia  country.  But,  if  cotton  wool  will 
not  pay  the  expence  of  fuch  a  long  navigation,  with  a  profit  to  the  importers,  then,  in  that  cafe,  if 
no  foreign  muflins  were  permitted  to  be  imported,  under  5s.  the  yard,  36  inches  broad,  and  7s.  6d» 
fix-quarters  broad,  this  would  give  ftability  to  the  coarfer  fabrics,  and  fecnrity  to  the  maniifafiurers  - 
in  employing  the  capitals  upon  this  extenfive  field. 

The  Parliament,  in  1743,  cnaSed,  that  a  bounty  of  one  penny  ftiould  be  given  for  every  yard  of 
Britifli  and  Irifli  linens,  made  of  hemp  or  flax,  of  the  value  of  6d.  per  yard,  and  not  exceeding  is. 
per  yard,  and  of  one  halfpenny  for  every  yard  under  the  value  of  6d.  per  yard,  which  fliall  be  ex* 
ported  out  of  Great-Britain  to  Africa,  America,  Portugal,  and  Spain ;  and  was  afterwards  extended 
to  ail  linens  of  the  value  of  is.  6d.  per  yard.  Thofe  bounties  were,  no  doubt,  very  favourable  to  the 
linen  trade  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  ;  and  a  continuation  of  that  national  encouragement  to  Britifli- 
made  linens  may  be  highly  proper:  but  forwhat  caufe  Great-Britain  will  continue  to  give  to  Ireland 
from  50  to  70,0001.  a  year  of  bounties  upoii  their  linens,  is  difficult  to  perceive.  It  is  neceflary 
here  to  ftate  a  few  fafts,  from  which  it  may  be  determined,  whether  it  be  not  the  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  to  exclude  the  Irifli  from  that  bounty,  until  a  more  liberal  interchange  of  manufaftures  is 
cftabliflied. 

Previous  to  the  year  1759,  ^^^  goods,  made  chiefly  of  linen-yarn,  with  a  fmall  mixture  of  cotton, 
were  admitted  into  Ireland,  duty  free  •,  but,  after  that  period,  fuch  goods  were  confidered  as  unrated 
merchandize,  and  charged  with  a  duty  of  lol.  per  cent. 

In  the  year  1779,  the  Irifli  afts  of  Parliament  of  the  14th  and  15th  of  Charles  II.  laying  a  duty 
of  5s.  per  dozen,  on  fine  needle-wrought  handkerchiefs  of  Holland,  were  conftrued  to  extend  to  a 
coarfe  article,  called  Renting  handkerchiefs,  fent  at  that  time  in  confidcrable  quantities  from  Paiflcy, 
and  its  neighbourhood,  to  Ireland,  at  the  low  average  price  of  12s.  per  dozen.  Confcquently,  from 
payir>g  nofliing  previous  to  1759,  and  lol.  per  cent,  after  that  period,  the  duty  was  advanced  to: 
about  40I.  per  cent.  aJ  valorem 
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Threads  which  are  wholly  made  of  linen  yarn,  by  a  (ingular  mode  of  management,  are  rated  at 
5s.  per  lb.  from  No.  4  to  20,  when  the  medium  value  is  not  above  3s.  and  pay  lol.  per  cent*  upon 
thai  rate ;  from  No.  20  to  40  they  are  rated  at  15s.  per  H).  notwithftanding  the  rtiedium  value  is  not 
above  8s.  thus,  infteadofa  loK  per  cent,  duty,  they  are  charged  about  17  ^  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
£ut,  what  is  more  fingular,  the  importer  is  obliged  to  make  oath,  that  his  tliieads  are  of  that  values 
at  which  they  are  rated,  before  he  can  obtain  a. clearance  from  the  Cuftom-houfc. 

In  the  year  1781,  the  feme  conftruftion  of  the  afts  of  the  14th  and  15th  of  Charles  II.  was 
extended  to  iilk  gauze  handkerchiefs,  upon  which  the  duty  was  advanced  from  about  is.  lod.  to  5s« 
per  dozen,  making  nearly  50I.  per  cent,  on  the  average  value  of  that  fpecies  of  goods  confumed  in 
tlie  Irifli  market. 

In  like  manner,  printed  handkerch'efs  pay  5s.  per  dozen,  equal  to  about  30I.  per  cent,  on  the 
medium  qualities  ufually  confumed  in  Ireland ;  and,  in  addition  to  this  duty,  6d.  per  yard  is 
charged  upon  all  muflins,  or  cotton  handkerchiefs,  or  neck-kerchiefs,  extending  to  a  duty  of  40!.  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

After  all  thefc  prohibitory  duties.  Great  Britain,  by  an  aft  of  liberal  conduft,  admitted  the  Irifh 
manufafturers  to  a  participation  of  all  her  markets  in  the  colonies.  But  will  it  now  be  deemed 
found  policy  to  continue  this  high  bounty  upon  Iri(h-made  linens,  unlefs  the  fifter-kingdom  con- 
fent  to  a  more  equitable  arrangement  in  the  interchange  of  manufaftures  ?  Was  this  bounty  given 
cxclufivcly  to  Britifli-made  linens,  in  preference  to  IrUh,  this  circumftance  would  call  forth  the 
aftivity  of  thoufands  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  who  are  far  from  being  fully  employed. 

Befides  the  general  manufaftures  already  ftated,  there  arc  feveral  other  works  eftablifhed  here,  for 
making  hard  and  foft  foap,  and  candles,  to  the  extent  of  about  30,000!.  per  ann.  This,  added  to 
the  former  amount  of  value,  makes  in  the  whole  609,185!.  i6s.6|^d.  There  is  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  thefe  articles  exported,  befides  what  is  neceflary  for  home  confumption ;  and  it  is 
fuppofed  they  are  excelled  by  none  in  Great-Britain,  in  point  of  quality.  In  1781,  tlic  number  o£ 
families,  in  the  town  and  parifli,  was  exaftly  taken  ;  they  amounted  to  4170  ;  to  that  allowing  five 
to  each  family,  the  inhabitants  amounted  to  20,850.  A  confiderable  addition,  fince  that  time,  has 
been  made  to  the  town. 

The  river  Cart,  which  divides  the  old  from  the  new  town,  mixes  with  the  Clyde,  three  miles 
from  the  landing-place,  and  is  capable  of  being  greatly  improved.  Veflcls  of  thirty  tons,  and 
upwards,  navigate  this  river,  at  this  time ;  but,  were  the  obftruftions  removed,  veflcls,  from  50  to 
70  tons  burden,  might  fail  with  the  tide  in  fafcty.  What  renders  this  navigation  of  great 
importance  is,  that,  as  the  great  canal  is  now  completed  to  the  Clyde,  a  communication  by  water 
is  opened  to  tlie  Eaftern  coads  of  Britain,  to  Holland,  France,  Germany^  &c« 

^  • 

MECHANICAL         INVENTIONS. 

'  A  very  dextrous  mechanic,  Mr.  Richard  March,  of  London,  has  invented  a  variety  of 
machines,  chiefly  for  facilitating  and  improving  the  cloth  and  flocking  manufaftures  :  moft  of 
them  are  faid  to  be  ufeful ;  they  have  all,  at  leaft,  ingenuity  to  recommend  them  to  attention. 
*  The  firft  is  a  Machine,  to  be  applied  to  a  flocking  frame,  for  knotting  the  common  flockin;^ 
works,  which  is  done  by  means  of  knotting  hooks,  one  to  each  needle,  on  which  hooks  the  loops 
are  brought;  and,  without  taking  the  loops  off  the  needles,  the  hooks,  tty  .moving  one  fide  of  each 
loop  round  tbe  beads  of  the  needles,  and  by  forcing  it  on  the  next  needle  to  that  on  which  it  is 
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formed*  knots  the  work ;  and,  by  this  iimple  method  being  repeated,  complete  work  is  formed,  in 
a  variety  almoft  unlimited.  The  fuperiority  acquired  by  this  mode  of  operation,  over  the  common 
frame-work,  lies  chiefly  in  its  not  being  liable  to  run,  ^hen  cut  or  torn,  having  a  beautiful  fattin 
appearance,  and  being  very  elaflic.  It  is  now  become  a  ftaple  article,  and  gives  employ  to  fcveral 
hundreds  of  men,  wonien,  and  children. 

The  fccond  invention  is  a  Machine,  to  be  added  to  a  (locking  frame,  to  work  a  warp,  commonly 
made  ufe  of  in  the  loom  for  weaving,  or  a  thread  to  every  needle,  by  which  means  a  very  great 
variety  of  fancy-work,  in  lilk,  worded,  cotton,  an(^  thread,  is  made,  in  fmooth  work  and  in  velvet, 
part  cut,  or  cut  all  over. 

The  third  is  a  Machine,  to  fpin  wool,  &c.  This  machine,  though  not  more  than  fifteen  inches 
diameter,  and  five  wide,  fpins  wool  to  any  degree  of  finenefs,  and  may  be  regulated  for  that  pur* 
pofe,  as  well  as  to  give  any  certain  number  of.twifts  in  an  inch  of  yarn  fpun.  The  bobin  that 
receives  the  yarn  as  it  is .  fpun,  has  an  horizontal  and  perpendicular  motion ;  and  the  thread  is 
placed  on  it  compleatly  even,  by  means  of  a  guide,  tliat  is  moved  by  a  retrogade  motion.  Some 
hundreds  of  thefe  machines  were  fet  at  work,  near  Barnftaple,  in  Devonlhire,  where  fome  extenfive 
buildings  were  eredted  for  that  purpofe :  but  thefe  works  having  been  of  late  (hut  up,  and  become 
a  matter  of  litigation,  we  are  neceiTitated  to  leave  our  readers  unfatisfied  refpefting  the  dccifive 
.merits  of  an  invention,  which  points  to  an  improvement  of  the  firft  magnitude. 

A  Machine  to  wind  crofs-reeled,  or  Portee  Eaft-India  cotton  yarn,  a  ikein  of  which  meafures 
from  ten  to  twenty  yards,  and  is  croiled  from  lixteen  to  twenty  times.  By  this  invention,  yarii 
that  coft  from  28. 6d.  to  8s.  6d.  per  pound  winding,  is  now  faid  to  be  wound  for  lefs  than  one« 
fourth  of  the  expejice. 

A  Machine,   to  double  and  twift  any  number  of  threads  together,   and  give  any  number  of 
twids  in  each  inch. 

The  following  inventions,  by  the  fame  perfon,  are  very  ingenious: — A  Machine^  to  write  on 
two  (heets  of  paper  the  fame  words  on  each  fheet,  without  copying,  fo  as  to  produce  two  originals 
in  the  fame  time  that  one  is  executed. 

A  Machine,  to  be  applied  to  a  boat,  or  veflcl,  at  fea,  by  means  of  which  it  will  fail  in  a  calm. 
An  horizontal  Windmill.  The  limplicity  of  this  invention  is  now  pretty  well  known  to  the 
mechanical  world.  It  confifts  of  an  upright  fhaft,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  cap,  fimilar  to  an 
umbrella,  in  the  fides  of  which  are  fixed  five  cocks,  at  equal  diftances  ;  in  each  is  placed  ^n  oar  ; 
the  axis,  at  the  end  of  the  oar,  turns  in  the  upright  Ihaft ;  the  cap  fupporls  the  oars,  by  means  of  the 
cocks ;  on  that  part  of  the  oar  under  the  cap,  is  fixed  two  crofs  pieces,  called  ftriking  pins ;  on  the 
ridge  of  any  building  is  fixed,  horizontally,  a  round  traverfing  board,  with  a  hole  in  the  center,  to 
contain  the  upright  fliaft  -,  in  the  hole  of  this  board  is  fixed  a  tube,  or  fockct,  round  which  the  vane 
and  vane-bo^rd  move,  as  the  wind  dire^s  ;  under  the  vane-board  are  three  rollers,  at  equal 
diftances,  which  run  on  the  traverfing  board,  at  the  pleafure  of  the  wind  ;  on  the  upper  fide  of  the 
vane-board  is  fixed  two  half-hoops,  or  circles,  againftthe  ends  of  which  the  pins  of  the  oars  ftrike, 
to  turn  them  to  take  the  wind. 

A  Candleftick  and  Snuffers.  The  property  of  the  candleftick  is  this ;  it  will  burn  out  the  wick 
and  tallow  entire,  without  wafte  of  either.  The  fnuffers  are  fo  contrived,  that  they  do  not  fnuiFthe 
candle  too  low,  or  fnuff  it  out,  unlefs  fo  defigncd ;  nor  drop  the  fnuffon  the  candle. 

A  cheap  and  fimple  application  to  all  wheel  carriages,  to  prevent  them  from  being  over* 
turned. 
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Some  years  fince,  a  Mr,  John  Kcndrcw,  of  Darlington,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  invented  a 
machine,  to  go  by  water,  which  can,  at  the  fame  time,  grind  and  polifh  any  number  of  optical 
glailes,  and  of  any  fize.     The  above  machine  is  now  at  work  at  Darlington. 

The  faid  J.  Kendrew,  with  Thomas  Porthoufe,  of  the  fame  place,  a  watchmaker,  hatU  alfo 
invented  a  machine,  or  water-mill,  for  fpinning  of  yarn  from  hemp,  flax,  tow,  and  wool. 

There  are  two  other  fpinning-mills  now  employed  within  five  miles  of  Darlington,  befides 
feveral  in  other  parts,  under  licences  from  the  patentees. 

A  Mill,  for  the  purpofe  of  fpinning  worftcd,  invented  and  eftablifhed  by  Mr.  William  Toplis,  of 
Cuckney,  near  Mansfield,  Nottinghamfhire,  is  now  employed,  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  in  that 
ufeful  branch  of  manufa£lure» 
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Among  the  many  aids  which  have  been  given  to  commerce  and  public  convenience,  during  the 
prefent  century,  there  is  not  one  which  deferves  better  of  the  nation,  and  has  a  more  juft  title  to  a 
place  in  this  work,  than  the  reformation  which  has  been  made  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Poft- 
Office,  by  John  Palmer,  Efquire,  the  Comptroller  General  of  it.  Some  general  ideas  of  the  reform 
which  has  iince  taken  place,  were  firft  fuggefted  to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  Autumn  of  1782 ;  and,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year,  a  plan  was  given  in  to  him.  After  having  maturely  coniidered  it, 
the  minifter  determined  that  it  ihould  undergo  a  trial.  This  original  plan,  which,  though  it  has 
fince  been  greatly  improved,  contains  all  the  principles  of  the  undertaking,  and  in  its  prefent  (late 
of  perfeftion,  is  a  curious  and  interefling  memoir.  In  order  to  give  our  readers  a  general  outline  of 
this  extenilve  undertaking,  we  have  made  fuch  feledions  from  the  plan  prefented  by  Mr,  Palmer  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  1783,  as  will  be  fuificient  for  that  purpofe. 

**  The  poft,  at  prefent,"  fays  Mr.  Palmer,  **  inftead  of  being  the  fwifteft,  is  almoft  the  floweft  con* 
veyance  in  this  country  ;  and  though,  from  the  great  improvement  in  our  roads,  other  carriers  have 
proportionably  mended  their  fpeed,  the  poft  is  as  flow  as  ever.  Jt  is  likewife  very  unfafe,  as  the 
frequent  robberies  of  it  teftify  ;  and,  to  avoid  a  lofs  of  this  nature,  people  generally  cut  bank  bills, 
or  bills  at  fight,  in  two,  and  fend  the  parts  by  different  pods. 

'*  The  Poftmafters  General  lately  advertifed  directions  to  the  public,  how  to  divide  a  bill,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  prevent  its  being  of  any  ufe  to  the  robber.  Rewards  have  alfo  been  frequently 
offered  by  him  for  the  beft  conftruded  mail  cart,  on  fome  plan,  to  prevent  the  frequent  robbery  of 
the  mail,  but  without  efEcA.  Indeed,  it  is  at  prefent  generally  entrufted  to  fome  idle  boy,  without 
charader,  mounted  on  a  worn-out  hack ;  and  who,  fo  far  from  being  able  to  defend  himfeif,  or 
efcape  from  a  robber,  is  much  more  likely  to  be  in  league  with  him. 

*^  The  poft  fhould  certainly  be  as  fafe  and  expeditious  as  any  other  regular  ftage  in  the  kingdom  ; 
for,  till  it  is  fo,  whatever  penalties  are  held  out  to  coachmen,  carrying  parcels,  the  public,  as  their 
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convenience  direfts,  will  fend  by  the  fafcft  and  moll  expeditious  conveyance,  to  the  very  great  lofs 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Poft-Office. 

"  The  comparifon  betwixt  the  poft  and  the  diligences,  from  Bath  to  London,  will  pretty  nearly 
fervc  for  the  whole  kingdom.  The  diligence  that  fets  out  from  Bath,  at  four  or  five  on  Monday 
afternoon,  will  deliver  a  letter  about  tei>  on  Tuefday  morning,  while  the  poft  that  leaves  the  fame 
place  at  ten  or  eleven  on  Monday  night,  does  not  deliver  a  letter  till  two  or  three  on  Wcdncfday 
afternoon,  and  frequently  much  later.  Nothing,  therefore,  prevents  tlie  poft  from  lofing  the  con* 
veyance  of  many  more  letters  than  it  does  at  prefent,  but  the  cheapnefs  of  the  carriage,  when  com* 
pared  with  that  of  the  diligence.  By  tlie  poft -a  letter  cofts  only  four-pence  ;  and  by  the  diligence^ 
booking,  carriage  and  porterage,  will  make  the  charge  amount  to  about  two  fhillihgs ;  neverthelefs^ 
many  perfons,  both  at  Bath  and  Briftol,  fend  by  the  latter;  and  indeed,  throughout  the  kingdom, 
every  letter,  to  which  expedition  is  neccflary,  is  now  fcnt  by  diligences,  where  they  are  eftabliifhed. 
It  is,  'therefore,  advifed  to  contraA  with  the  maflers  of  thefe  diligences,  to  carry  the  mail,  and 
a  guard  to  protect  it ;  and  this,  it  is  prefumed,  may  be  done  by  them  not  only  better,  but  as  cheap 
as  the  prefent  method,  which  in  general  is  three-pence  per  mile  for  the  boy  and  horfe.  The 
diligences  fhould  go  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  miles  an  hour;  fo  that,  allowing  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  to  change  the  horfes,  and  for  each  Poftmafter  to  change  the  bags,  the  mail  will  be  conveyed 
from  Bath  to  London  in  fixteen  hours.      Befides,  thefe  machines  would  have  a  recommendation 

« 

above  all  others,  both  for  paflengers  and  parcels,  as  they  would  be  punctual  to  time,  and.be  pro« 
ttSted  by  a  guard,  which  muft  prove  an  additional  motive  for  the  mafters  to  contract  the  cheaper 
with  Government. 

*'  Diligences  are  now  eftablilhed  from  almod  every  town  in  the  kingdom  to  London,  and  in  many 
cities  and  capital  towns  where  the  crofs*poft  communicates,  as  from  Bath  and  Briftol  to 
Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Chcfter,  Oxford,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Portfmouth,  &c.  which  would  be 
a  great  benefit  to  the  crofs  pofts ;  and  in  many  places,  where  they  are  not  yet  eftablifhed,  a  contraft 
for  the  mail  might  induce  people  to  do  it. 

*•  If  the  diligence  was  free  of  turnpikes,  it  would  be  a  great  faving  to  Government,  and  a  very 
trifiing  tax  on  tolls,  which,  for  a  carriage  and  pair,  from  Bath  to  London,  is  about  nine  fhillings, 
and  a  carriage  and  four,  eighteen,  it  would  be  fo  much  towards  payment  of  the  carriage  of  the 
mall;  and,  taken  all  through  the  kingdom,  muft  amount  to  a  very  large  fum  annually. 

**  It  is  certainly  a  very  great  hardlhip  on  individuals,  that  they  are  liable  to  an  heavy  penalty  on 
(ending  letters  by  diligences,  &c.  as  they  may  go  out  at  an  hour  when  the  poft  docs  not,  and  at  a 
time  when  a  letter  requires  difpatch ;  yet  feveral  pounds  muft  be  paid  for  an  exprefs,  or  a  fervant 
fent  poft  to  do  what  may  be  done  much  better,  for  half  a  crown,  by  the  coach.  All  that  Govern- 
ment wants  Is  to  fccurc  the  poftage  of  any  letter,  not  icnt  with  parcels  of  goods,  or  by  private 
hands.  The  great  obje£l,  therefore,  muft  be  to  carry  cheaper,  fafer  and  fwiftcr,  than  any 
other  carrier,  and  that  will  feeurc  the  bufinefs  to  the  Poft-Office  better  than  any  penalties 
whatever* 

**  The  Poftmafter  of  every  town  muft  know  the  exaft  time  the  mail  fhould  arrive,  and  either 
bimfeif,  or  fervant,  be  ready  at  the  inn,  where  the  horfes  change,  with  his  packet  of  letters,  to  put 
in  the  general  bag,  and  to  take  out  thofe  brought  for  him.  He  muft  be  very  Inexpert  indeed,  if  he 
cannot  change  his  packets,  as  foon  as  the  oftler  docs  his  horfes.  If  he  is  not  ready,  the  diligence 
by  no  means  to  wait.  If,  on  enquiry,  the  falarics  of  officers  are  not  proportioned  to  the  truft  and 
duty.  Government  will  undoubtedly  advance  them,  but  no  more  keep  a  negligent  fervant;  in  a 
ddepartment  of  the  Poft-Office,  than  in  the  Excife, 
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•*  As  the  hours  of  fending  off  the  mails,  from  every  office  in  the  kingdom,  are  fettled  to  accom- 
modate the  General  Poft-Officc,  by  the  propofcd  alterations  they  may,  perhaps,  be  changed  in  moft 
places :  to  fome  the  alteration  may  prove  convenient,  to  others  inconvenient ;  yet,  at  the  very 
worft,  the  coniiderationy  that  the  letter,  wliich  may  be  fent  on  the  morrow,  will  arrive  at  the  place 
to  which  it  is  directed,  as  foon  as  one  now  fent  to  day,  will  far  overballance  it. 

**  A 'Committee  of  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  &c.  in  each  town,  might,  perhaps,  fuggeft  a  better 
method  of  regulating  the  poft,  for  their  oWn  diftrift,.  than  perfons  always  employed  in  the  ofiice, 
in  London.  Some  intelligent  out- riders,  who  travel  for  orders  to  flie  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  have  experienced  inconvenience  in  their  correfpondence,  would  be  likely  to  furnifh 
very  ufeful  information,  which  the  ofiice  fbould  not  fail  to  encourage  from  every  quarter.  Where 
new  roads  are  continually  fonning,  and  manufacturing  villages  growing  into  large  towns,  the  poft 
of  fueh  a  country  mud  be  liable  to  continual  variation,  and  open  to  great  improvement. 

**  It  may  be  advifeable  to  confult  with  the  Merchants,  &c.  in  London,  how  far  it  may  be  proper 
for  the  General  Office  to  (hut  at  feven  or  eight  in  the  evening.  The  Change  being  flvut  up  at  three, 
and  the  Banker's  -  (hops  at  fix,  the  bufinefs  would  be  much  better  done  than  at  twelve  at  night,, 
or  one  or  two  in  the  morning,  and  cheaper  to  Government.  On  examination,  perhaps,  it  may  he 
fo  regulated,  that  the  letters  may  be  delivered  fo  much  eatlier  than  they  are  at  prefent,  as  to  leave  full 
as  much  time,  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  to  anfwer  it,  as  there  is  now,  though  the  poft  would 
go  out  earlier.  The  encreafed  expedition  of  the  poft  would  alfo  allow  for  the  miiling  a  day* 
Indeed,  an  early  hour,  at  the  office,  would  occafion  earlier  hours  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs  that  is. 
to  be  communicated  by  it. 

**  It  is  prefumed  that,  by  tbefe,  and  other  improvements  which  may  be  made,  letters  might  be 
delivered  in  nearly  half  the  time  they  now  are,  from  many  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and,  as  the  publia 
pay  an  additional  tax  with  lefs  reluAance,  when  it  is  grounded  on  great  improvement  and  con* 
lenience,  the  poftage  might  be  advanced  in  the -proportion  of 'fix-pence  for  four-pence,  but  double, 
and  treble  letters  in  a  fmaller  degree;  for,  as  the  diligence  can  carry  any  weight  of  letters,  every 
encouragement  ihould  be  given  to  fend  fmall  packets  by  the  poft;  and,  as  Government  would  pay- 
about  three-halfpence  a  pound,  for  one  hundred  miles,  the  public  fhould  not  be  made  to  pay  one 
Ihilling  and  four-pence  by  the  ounce. 

**  By  the  a&  of  1765,  the  poftage  of  a  fingle  letter,  which  ufed  to  be  three-pence  for  any  diftance 
under  eighty  miles,  was  altered  to  one  penny  for  one  ftage,  and  two-pence  for  two  ftages,  under  th& 
idea  that,  by  doing  it  fo  cheap.  Government  would  have  the  great  number  of  letters,  fent  by 
carriers,  &c.  in  preference  to  them,  not  confidering  that  they  were  fent  for  expedition,  hot  for 
cheapnefs.  By  the  prefent  regulation  of  the  prices  of  poftage,  from  the  General  Poft-Office,  a  fingle 
letter  is  a  penny  for  one  ftage,  two-pence  for  two  ftages;  any  diftance  beyond  that,  and  not 
exceeding  eighty  miles,  three-pence.  From  eighty  miles  to  any  part  of  England^  be  the  diftance 
what  it  may,  even  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  which  is  three  hundred  miles,  only  four-pence ;  fo  that^ 
beyond  eighty  miles,  there  is  no  fort  of  proportion  kept  between  the  diftance  and  the  charge,  thougb 
to  Edinburgh  the  charge  is  fix-pence.  Letters,  which  pafs  through  London,  are  charged  the  poftage 
to  London,  and  from  thence  to  the  place  of  its  deftination> 

^  The  American  charge  feems  to  be  on  a  better  plan  than  that  in  England,  viz.  For  a  fingle  letter,. 
above  fixty  miles,  four-pence ;  above  one  hundred,  fix-pence ;  above  two  hundred,  eight-pence  ;. 
not  above  three  hundred,  ten-pence,  &c.  Suppofe  the  charges,  in  future,  were  at  the  following; 
lates,  throughout  Gre;^t-Britain»  viz.  A  fingle  letter,  not  exceeding  twenty  miles,  two-pence;, 
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forty,  three-pence ;  fixty,  four- pence  -,  eighty,  five-pence ;  one  hundred,  fix-pence ;  and  after  that 
an  additional  halfpenny,  on  every  twenty  miles,  to  and  from  any  part,  whether  the  letter  pafiies 
through  London,  or  not, 

**  The  grofs  receipt  of  the  Poft  Office  annually,  from  the  time  it  was  firft  eftablifhed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  11/ to  the  aft  pafled  by  Queen  Anne  for  its  improvement,  gradually  incrcafed  to  1 1  i,46iL 
and  is  now  fuppofcd  to  be  about  500,000!. 

**  From  the  propofed  and  other  improvements,  the  revenue  would  not, only  be  increafed  to  a  very 
confiderable  amount,  but  the  public  be  better  accommodated.  Some  regulation  might  alfo  be  adopt- 
ed with  refpcft  to  the  privilege  of  franking.  Perhaps,  the  beft  check  on  abufes  in  this  particular, 
would  be  to  oblige  the  members  of  Parliament  to  write  the  day  of  the  month  and  year  on  the  -frank, 
and  to  charge  the  letter  if  not  fent  to  the  office  the  day  it  is  fo  dated. 

**  Poftage  is  really  no  tax,  but  a  fair  and  reafonable  price  for  fo  much  labour,  which  Government, 
by  its  monopoly,  is  enabled  to  do  cheaper  than  any  individuals,  and  fhould  do  with  greater  expedi* 
tion  and  fafety,  or  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  the  public's  employing  other  carriers  in  preference  to 
theirs." 

This  plan,  which  has  fince  been  adopted,  in  its  material  points,  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  was  necefi&rily 
delayed  by  the  changes  which  took  place  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  country.  Though  it  fhould  be 
mentioned,  to  the  honour  of  Mr.  Palmer,  that  his  fcheme  of  reformation  was  approved  by  all  par* 
ties^  and  that  the  feveral  Miniflers,  as  they  fucceeded  each  otUbr,  gave  every  proper  encouragenaent 
to  him.  The  drfficulty  he  found  in  exec;uting  his  plan  did  not  proceed  from  Governmertt,  but  from 
the  Poll  Office  ;  from  whence,  indeed,  he  experienced  a  degree  of  oppofition  which  it  is  notour  buii* 
nefs  to  mention  in  the  detail,  and*  on  which  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  it  docs  not  appear,  upon  the 
mofl  favourable  examination,  to  be  reconcileable  to  any  principle  of  common  fenfe,  policy,  or  in- 
tegrity. At  length,  however,  the  ability,  ingenuity,  and  indefatigable  fpirit  of  the  prefent  Comp- 
troller General,  under  the  proteding  wifdom  of  the  prefent  Miniller,  has  brought  this  undertaking 
to  a  very  high  degree  of  perfe£tion,  and  has  given  an  example  of  public  ceconomics  which  never  be- 
fore exifted  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

Of  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  mofl  ufeful  undertaking  we  may  obferve  from  the  befl  information, 
that  Mr.  Palmer  has  more  than  fulfilled  every  engagement  he  made  with  government.  The  con- 
trafts  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  are  made  at  20,cool.  per  annum  lefs  than  was  originally  agreed 
for ;— the  acceleration  and  extenfion  of  the  pofls  are  far  greater  than  were  at  firfl  promifed,  the  mails 
being  now  conveyed,  not  only  in  half  the  time  they  ufed  to  be,  to  mofl  parts  of  the  kingdom,  but 
in  one- third,  and  even  one-fourth  of  the  time  in  many  of  the  crofs  pods ; — thefe  pofls  arc  all  like- 
wife  made  daily  inflead  of  three  days  per  week  to  320  towns,  and  likewife  the  fame  additional  con- 
venience given  to  201  towns  on  the  general  pofls,  Sec. 

The  public  are  alfo  equally  indebted  to  Mr.  Palmer  for  his  new  arrangement  of  the  interior  duties 
of  the  General  Pofl  Office ;  and  the  extent  of  that  obligation  may  be  eafily  difcerned  by  attending  to 
the  following  comparative  view  of  the  bid  with  the  new  duties  of  this  important  department  of  public 
bufinefs. 
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OLD. 

The  people  employed  in  the  inland  office, 
were  detained  there  from  feven  or  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  till  one,  two,  three,  and  forae- 
times  four  and  five  in  the  morning,  to  "prepare 
the  mails  for  going  out ;  their  conftitutions 
fufFering  all  that  time  by  the  pernicious  effefts 
of  the  fmokc  from  70  to  lOO  half-pound  tallow 
candles ;  *  and  from  fix  or  feven  in  the  morning 
till  noon,  afternoon  and  night,  preparing  the 
letters  inwards  for  delivery,  which  fometimes 
in  winter  have  not  been  fent  out  by  the  letter 
carriers  till  eight  o'clock  at  night. 

The  letter  carriers  walks  were,  many  of 
them,  fo  extenfive,  as  to  take  up  from  three, 
to  five  and  fix  hours  in  ferving,  after  being 
dlipatched  from  the  office. 

It  fometimes  happened  in  winter^  that  mails, 
after  having  been  detained  upon  the  road  a  day, 
and  fometimes  two  days  beyond  their  time, 
arrived  fo  late  in  the  evening,  as  not  to  be 
opened  till  the  day  following ;  and  that  the 
letter  carriers  not  having  been  fent  out  till  fix, 
ieven  or  eight  o'clock  at  night,  they  could 
not,  on  account  of  the  extent  of  their  walks, 
deliver  all  the  letters  till  the  day  after ;  fuch 
additional  delays  and  irregularities  increafing 
the  general  inconveniencies  from  the  tardinefs 
ofthePoft  Office, 

The  duty  in  the  inland  office  was  extremely 

negleAed,  and  great  contempt  and  indiffi^rence 

prevailed  to  proper  fubordination  and  controul. 

The  mode  iikewife  of  performing  the  duties^ 

Was  very  ill  calculated  either  for  difpatch,  re- 

^onfibility,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  revenue. 


,  N  E  W. 
The  hours  of  morning  attendance  are  from 
fix  till  from  nine  to  eleven,  during  the  very 
worft  part  of  the  winter,  and  the  reft  of  the 
year  from  fix  till  eight,  half  paft  eight  or  nine. 
In  the  evening  from  half  paft  four  or  five  till 
eight. 


Two  hours  in  ferving,  is  the  time  to  which 
they  are  generally  reduced,  two  hours  a(id  an 
half  at  the  utmoft,  including  the  walk  from 
the  General  Poft  Office  to  the  commencement 
of  the  delivery. 

If  a  mail  does  not  arrive  in  time  for  the  ge- 
neral delivery,  notice  is  given  to  the  letter 
carriers  to  wait  in  certain  quarters  of  the  town, 
after  they  have  done  their  firft  duty,  till  the 
twelve  letter  carriers  who  fort  in  the  inland 
office,  are  difpatched  to  them  with  the  con- 
tents of  the  late  mail,  for  a  fecond  delivery. 


An  entire  new  conftitution  is  introduced ; 
the  officers  are  dailed  according  to  their  feni- 
ority ;  the  moft  experienced  are  entrufted  with 
a  limited  controul  over  the  junior  members, 
and  rules  laid  dowiv  for  effeding  a  proper  fub- 
ordination in  the  juniors.  Punctuality  of 
attendance  is  excited  by  rewards,  which  are 
furnilhed  by  fines  exafted  from  thofe  who  vio- 
late neceflary  rules,  and  unworthy  and  inca- 
pable perfons  are  to  be  precluded  from  promo- 
tion. Checks  are  Iikewife  eftablifhed  for  the 
greater  regularity  and  fafety  of  correfpondence^ 
as  well  as  to  guard  the  revenue. 


•  It  was  afcertaiiied  in  the  year  1784,  that  out  of  100  people  who  had  btea  appoiDted  to  fituationt  in  the  inland 
office,  there  wis  not,  at  any  one  period,  ia.  that  had  fanrived  it  twenty  years. 
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OLD. 
The  letters  inward  were  forted  by  the  junior 
ckrks  of  the  inland  office,  who,  being  igno- 
niiit  of  the  town  delivery,  and  indifferent  bow 
they  did  it»  they  were  taken  into  the  letter 
carrier's  office  in  a  fiate  tliat  rendered  it  necef- 
fary  to  fort  one-third  of  them  oyer  again ; 
which,  with  other  obflruQions  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  bufinefs,  have  made  it  as  much  as  fix 
hpurs  from  the  arrival  of  the  lafl  mail  to  the 
going  out  of  the  letter  carriers. 


N 


X. 


irany  oBe  mail  belonging  to  a  divifion  con- 
ftfling  of  three,  or  four,  or  five  mails,  did  not 
arrive  for  feveral  hours  after  the  refl,  the  con- 
tents of  thofewhich  arrived  early,  were  detain- 
ed in  the  inland  office  till  the  lateft  was  brought 
jn  and  forted,  and  then  all  the  parts  were  fent 
into  the  letter  carrier's  office  together,  which, 
by  throwing  fo  great  a  quantity  of  letters  upon 
the  carrier's  office  at  ^late  flage  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  could  not  fail  to  protraA  tbe^nifhing  it 
very  confiderabljc. 

The  experienced  clafs  of  officers  facrificed 
the  moft  important  part  of  their  time,  in  an 
evening,  to  forting  and  preparing  newfpapers 
for  conveyance;  and,  thereby,  were  utterly 
difabled  from  fuperintending,  as  they  ought, 
the  fubordinate  people  of  their  feveral  divi- 
fions,  who  were  employed  in  taxing  and 
examining  letters. 

Deputy  Poftmafters,  if  fraudulently  in- 
clined, had  only  to  return  their  letter-bills, 


A  feledion  of  the  moft  intelligent  letter* 
carriers,  appointed  to  fort  them,  in  the  firfl 
inflance,  in  the  inland  office,  faves  all  the 
time  that  ufed  to  be  loft  by  the  re-forting 
them  In  the  letter-carrier's  office  ;  befidcs  the 
advantage  gained  by  the  former  forters  being 
employed  in  opening  and  examining  the  con- 
tents of  the  bags,  as  the  mails  arrive  :  and 
with  fo  much  correSnefs  is  this  part  of  the 
duty  performed  at  prefent,  in  confequence  of 
the  regulations  and  difcipline  lately  intro- 
duced, that  when  the  weather,  and  the  flate 
of  the  roads,  allow  the  feveral  mails  to  arrive 
at  their  appointed  hours,  the  letter->carriers 
are  very  feldom  kept  in  the  office  more  than 
an  hour,  and  generally  not  more  than  tbree«« 
quarters  of  an  hour,  after  the  arrival  of  the 
lafl  mail;  and  even  when,  from  the  badnefs 
of  the  roads  and  the  weather,  the  earlier  mails 
do  not  arrive  fo  foon  as  ufual,  and  all  the 
mails  croud  upon  the  office  together,  as  muft 
fometimes  be  the  cafe,  an  hour  and  an  half  is 
the  utmofl  time  they  are  kept,  inftcad  of  fix 
hours,  as  above  defcribcd. 

The  bufincfs  goes  on  progreffively,  through 
all  iu  flages,  without  interruption ;  and,  if 
any  one  of  the  mails  does  not  arrive  by  the 
time  the  refl  are  ready  for  delivery,  the  letter- 
carriers  are  fent  out,  and  provifion  made  for 
forting  and  delivering  the  contents  of  the  late 
mail,  as  foon  as  it  does  arrive. 


A  feparate  apartment  is  now  prepared  for 
forting  and  making-up  newfpapers ;  and  the, 
fcnior  officers  left  entirely  to  affift  and  fuper- 
intend  the  more  important  objcft  of  taxing 
and  examining  letters. 


The  nightly  charges  to  fuch  Poflmaflers  as 

return  their  bills,  are  doubly  told;   andean 

3  inattention 
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^ith  a  memorandum  that  they  were  over- 
charged, and  the  deduftion  required  was  ftib- 
fcribed  tOy  without  a  poiGbiiity  of  detedion, 
on  account  of  the  irregularity  with  which  the 
charges  were  entered;  and,  for  want  of  a 
proper  check,  near  400  Poftmafters  bills  have 
been  returned,  in  one  week,  for  corrcftion, 
the  charges  not  agreeing,  or  faid  not  to  agree, 
with  the  aftual  amount  of  the  letters  fent.— 
Innumerable  inftances  have  occurred  of  their 
beii\g  under-charged  to  the  amount  of  id. 
In  a  bill  of  20I.  and  claims  for  overcharges 
allowed  to  nearly  the  fame  amount. 

The  entry  of  the  i^nount  of  poftage, 
chargeable  lupon  the  country  Poftmafters,  and 
which,  in  the  firft  inftance,  is  done  by  the 
ailiftant  ckrk  of  each  cfivifion,  was  negleded 
to  z  degree  fcarcely  credible.  Sometimes  the 
amount  of  many  of  the  poft  towns  was  not 
entered  at  all  for  days  together.  Sometimes 
the  amount  of  certain  nights  poftage  charged 
to  other  nights,  which  varied  confiderably  in 
the  amount.  Sometimes  the  account,  for 
feveral^  days  together,  of  one  month,  not 
entered  at  all  under  that  month,  but  under 
another.  Oftentimes  more  feparate  charges 
entered  in  a  month  than  there  were  poft  days, 
and  the  poftage  of  one  ninth  part  of  the  letters 
fent  away,  not  entered  at  all.  The  day  of  the 
month  frequently  not  fet  down  againft  the 
columns  which  contained  tiie  charges ;  even 
the  name  of  the  month  did  not  appear ;  and 
many  of  the  columns  incapable  of  being  any 
way  applied  or  underftood.  From  books  fo 
kept,  the  Accomptant-General  had  to  make 
out  the  charges  on  the  Poftmafters* 

The  very  great  number  of  letters  mif-fcnt, 
as  well  as  of  miftakes  in  Poftmafters'  bills, 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  clerks  having,  every 
bye  night,  between  4  and  5000,  and  every 
grand  night,  between  10  and  ii^ooo  new& 
papers  to  fort  and  prepare  for  conveyance; 
and  there  being  no  means  of  afcertaining  to 
what  particular  officers  fuch  blunders  were  fo 
be  charged ;  for  tlie  ienior  officers  were  fo 
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inattention  to  the  article  of  charging,  or 
making  out  the  letter  bills,  deteAed,  by  an 
C3^amination  into  the  Poftmafters*  returns,^ 
before  fo  much  time  has  elapfed  as  would 
render  it  doubtful  who  prepared  the  fame. 


-  The  &nior  of  each  feparate  divifion  being 
,  made  refponiible  for  the  due  performance  of 
all  its  duties,  the  bills  are  now  regularly  and 
accurately  entered,  and  every  mif-charged 
letter-bill,  as  well  as  mif-fent  letter,  pofted  up 
each  Monday,  in  the  Public  Office.  This 
duty,  as  well  as  the  reft,  therefore,  is  no  longer 
fabjeft  to  fttch  erron* 


The  icleft  IctlerTcarriers,  employed  in  the 
morning  to  fort  letters  for  the  town  delivery, 
are  employed,  in  the  evening,  in  forting  the 
newfpapers,  which  affords  the  fcnior  officers 
leifure  to  attend  to  the  condudl  of  their 
affiftants,  and  to  fuperintend  the  whole  bufi- 
ncft  of  their  feveral  divifions  for  which  they 
are  made  rcfponfible.  EfFcftual  checks  are 
prepared  for  idccrtaining  the  particular  officer, 
«  who 
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fully  employed  about  the  ncwfpapers,  that 
they  could  pay  no  attention  to  the  inaccuracies 
of  their  afEftants,  which  were  too  much  con- 
iidered  as  things  of  courfe,  and  unavoidable. 
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The  amount  of  letter-bills  inwards,  paid 
and  unpaid,  ufed  to  be  entered  by  three  of 
the  fenior  clerks,  who  were  allowed  five 
guineas  each  per  annum  for  the  fame.  The 
«xtra  allowance  marks  that  it  was  confidered 
to  be  an  extra  duty,  and  to  be  performed  after 
the  ordinary  duties  were  finifhed ;  inftead  of 
which  it  was  conftantly  done,  whilft  the 
morning  letters  were  preparing  for  delivery ; 
and,  of  courfe,  the  officers  employed  about 
ity  might  as  well  not  have  been  there  at  all, 
for  any  benefit  of  difpatch  their  fervices 
afforded. 

Letters,  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom^ 
containing  money,  or  having  money  under 
feal,  were  continually  miffing,  and  no  means 
whatever  were  tried  for  preventing  the  evil. 


There  was  no  certain  method  eftablifhed, 
by  which  it  could  be  afcertained,  whether  all 
the  letter  bags  arrived,  that  ought  to  come  in 
on  any  particular  day.  A  book,  indeed,  was 
kept,  which  was  intended  to  anfwer  fuch  pur- 
pofe;  but  the  manner  in  which  it  was  kept, 
entirely  defeated  the  end,  and  fcrved  merely 
to  fhew  the  miftakes  of  the  office,  without 
affording  any  probf  of  their  being  rectified,  or 


who  is  accountable  for  every  mif-fent  letter 
difpatched  from  the  office.  The  numbers 
chargeable  to  each  are  written  againft  his 
name,  and  fixed  up  every  week  in  tlie  office  ; 
and,  though  thefc  regulations  have  not  yet 
been  fo  matured  as  to  produce  all  the  good 
effefts  they  are  capable  of,  they  have  already 
reduced  the  number  of  mif-fcnt  letters  to  left 
than  half  what  they  were  before. 

This  duty  is  now  performed  by  the  check- 
book-keeper, and  his  affiftant,  and  occupies 
four  or  five  hours  of  the  day  that  does  not  at 
all  interfere  with  his  other  employments,  nor 
occafion  any  additional  expence  for  that  par« 
ticular  fervice.  Confiderable  advantage  is  alfo 
gained  in  expediting  the  morning  bufinefs, 
by  confining  the  clerks,  who  ufed  to  enter  the 
bills,  to  the  preparing  the  letters  for  delivery. 


A  check  is  eftablifhed,  by  which  it  is 
fcarcely  poffible  for  a  money-letter,  addrefi^d 
to  London,  to  be  withheld  by  any  one  of  the 
many  perfons  through  whofe  hands  it  muft 
pafs,  from  the  time  of  its  being  put  into  the 
country  office,  to  that  of  its  delivery  by  the 
letter-carriers;  not  one  iriftance  of  a  loft 
money-letter,  to  London,  having  occurred 
fince  this  regulation  was  adopted ;  whereas, 
formerly,  frequent  complaints  were  preferred 
every  week.  Further  checks  arc  intended  to 
be  applied,  to  guard  thecorrefpondenceagainft 
other  frauds. 

A  regular  entry  is  made,  and  bags,  as  they 
arrive,  fo  accurately  marked  off,  that  it  can 
be  known,  at  any  time,  vfrhat  bags  are  miffing, 
how  long  they  have  been  due,  and  what-days 
fuch,  as  did  not  come  in  courfe,  arrived  at 
the  office. 
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fiiewing  whether  bags,  whicfedid  not  arrive  in 
courfe,  ever  came  afterwards  or  not. 

A  very  confiderable  cxpence  was  incurred, 
under  the  head  of  extra  duty,  performed  by 
the  people  in  the  inland  oiGce,  much  of  which 
was  occafioned  by  granting  extra;  pay  to  thofc 
who  attended  in  the  place  of  others,  who 
ought  to,  but  did  not  attend.  There  have 
been  inftances  of  nine,  ten,  and  eleven  abfeiit 
officers,  who  ihould  have  been  on  duty,  and 
who  received  their  pay  the  fame  as  if  they  had 
been  there,  but  for  whom  others  attended, 
and  were  paid  extra. 

The  bagman,  or  perfon  appointed  to  fur- 
nilh  new  bags,  and  to  mend  the  old  ones, 
if^as  at  liberty  to  charge  as  many  new  bags,  or 
for  repairing  as  many  old  ones,  as  he  thought 
proper,  there  being  no  check '  whatever  fet 
on  him. 

The  want  of  method  in  entering  accounts, 
refpeding  the  riding  work,  and  other  articles 
relative  to  the  Poftmafter's  claims  and  allow- 
ances, occaiioned  great  perplexity  in  them, 
frequent  delays  and  difputes,  and  fubjeAed 
the  revenue  to  continual  injury.  Upon 
examination,  the  books  prefented  feveral  in- 
flances  of  payment  being  continued,  for  per- 
formance of  duty,  for  years  after  that  duty 
had  been  transferred,  and  equal  pay  allowed 
to  another. 
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The  expcncc,  or  extr:^  duty,  is  entirely 
dif&Uowed ;  and,  if  one  officer  attend  for 
another,  it  is  either  as  his  voluntary  fub- 
ftitute,  or  he  is  paid  by  the  perfon  for  whom 
he  a£ts. 


Proper  perfons  are  appointed  to  examine 
all  the  bags,  as  they  come  in ;  to  keep  thofe 
that  are  in  good  condition  feparate  from  fuch 
as  want  mending ;  to  make  a  regular  entry  of 
the  number,  and  to  grant  permits  for  all  new 
bags,  in  the  place  of  fuch  as  can  be  ufed  no 
longer. 

By  confining  the  attention  of  an  abte 
accomptant  to  the  preparing  new  books,  and 
cflablifhing  a  clear  method  of  keeping  regular 
entries,  of  every  thing  relating  to  Deputy 
Poflmafters  allowances,  and  by  regularly 
checking  them  every  quarter,  previous  to  the 
making  up  each  Foftmafter's  account,  pafl 
errors  are,  as*  far  as  poffible,  corre£led,  and> 
the  revenue  guarded  againft  a  repetition  oE 
them  in  future^ 


The  mails  were  unproteded,  and  frequently 
robbed.  The  expences  of  profecution,  &c. 
have  exceeded  40CoI.  per  annum. 


The  inland  office  was  fo  much  too  fmall; 
that  the  clerks  were  continually  in  each  others 
way ;  notwithflanding  which,  the  window- 
man,  or  clerk,  of  the  paid-letter  office,  had  no 
other  place  to  tranfaft  his  bufinefs,  but  a  feat 
in  the  inland  office,  at  one  of  the  windows 
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All  the  maib,  conveyed  upon  the  new 
plan,  arc  protefted  by  a  guard,  who  is  pro- 
vided with  a  blunderbufs,,  a  brace  of  piftols, 
and  proper  ammunition  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fame.  Each  guard  is  fworn  to  his  duty,  and 
finds  two  refponfible  bondfmen^.as  fureties,. 
for  his  good  behaviour. 

The  office,  though  ftill  very  confined  and 
inconvenient,  has  been  enlarged,  by  taking  in< 
part  of  the  back  yard,  as  far  as  the  extent  of 
that  ground  would  admit ;  and  a  paid-letter 
office  is  eredled,  in  the  fore  court,  where  the 
bufinefs  thereof  is  carried  on,,  without  any 
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^hich  opened  to  the  Paved  Court,  where  it 
was  poffible  to  praftifc  fraud  and  collulion,  in 
various  ways,  if  he  were  fo  inclined,  and 
could  not  be  free  from  continual  interruption 

in  his  buiinefs. 

The  clerks  of  the  paid-letter  office,  com* 
monly  called  window-men,  who  take  poftagc 
for  letters,  return  over-charges,  &c.  &c. 
Ihould  be  of  the  bcft  charafter  for  integrity, 
in  a  place  of  fuch  truft,  as  well  as  profefliortal 
ability,  having  continual  enquiries  to  anfwcr 
relative  to  every  department  of  the  office. 
But,  though  there  was  fo  great  an  opening' 
ftn-  fraud  and  coUufion,  charafter  or  abrlity 
were,  in  general,  by  no  means  adequately 
coniidered  in  this  department. 

The  letter-carriers^  and  others,  employed 
to  do  meflengers  duty,  ufed  to  charge,  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter,  for  as  many  attendances 
as  they  pleafed,  as  no  check  was  employed 
againft  fuch  an  overcharge^ 
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fort  of  interruption,  and  free  from  the  la- 
ducemcnts  to  fraud,  which  the  former  fitua* 
tion  ol"  the  window-man  afforded. 


It  is  hoped  that  proper  officers  fill  this 
fituation  ;  yet,  for  better  fecurity,  fuch  checks 
are  cftabliflied  as  muft,  in  a  great  mcafure, 
prevent  any  fraud  on  the  revenue,  even  if  the 
parties  were  inclined  to  praftife  it. 


A  book  IS  now  kept,  in  which  fuch  per« 
fons  enter  their  names,  when  they  are  em- 
ployed. '  This  is  examined  and  figncd  every 
day,  and  checks  their  bills  at  the  end  of  the 
quarter. 


Thus  has  Mr.  Palmer,  to  the  very  great  and  acknowledged  advantage  of  tlie  whole  kingdom, 
given  accelerated  expedition,  perfeft  fecurity,  an  afliued  punftuality^  and  an  encreafej  revenue^ 
to  the  Adminiftration  of  the  General  Foft  Office. 
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eOMPHEHENDING 


A  fuccindl  View  of  whatever  is  moji  remarkable  in  'the  commercial  Hijlory  of  Europe^ 
but  more  particularly  of  the  Brit ijh  Empire^  f^om  the  Tear  1762,  (the  Period  at 
which  Mr.  AliiDETiSoif  fni/be J  his  Hijlory')  down  to  the  Tear  1789  inclufve. 


\ 
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68        jf  CADEMTy  Royal,  eftablifhcd  this  year  by  his  Majcfty,  p.  I20, 

87  -^^  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  the  Throne,  on  the  treaty  of  commerce  between. 

GreatBritain  and  France,  p«639.  - 
66  Admintjlrationy  a  change  of,  and  obfcrvations  thereon,  p.  83.     . 
82  a  change  of,  p.  405. 

82  —  -—  a  change  of,  p.  487. 

83  — —a  change  of,  p.  478. 
8^  \ a  change  of,  p.  516. 

65  Afrka,  a  bill  paifed  to  fupply  the  export  trade  to  it  with  calicoes,  &c.  pw  72. 

83  a  bill  pafled  to  fecure  and  regulate  the  trade  of,  &c.'  p.  540. 

88  a  bill  pafled  to  regulate  the  manner  of  carrying  flaves  from  the  coaft  of,  p.  677- 

(>^  African  Company,  a  bill  pafled  for  vefting  Senegal,  &c.  in  them,  p»  49^ 

65  Agents  for  Prize  Money,  a  bill  pafled  to  regulate,  p.  72.  '^ 

74  Ale  and  Beer,  amount  of  the  excife  on  tliem  for  this  year,  p.  174. 

84  Aliens  Goods,  petty  cuftom  on  them  difcontinued,  p.  576. 

64  America,  the  Houfe  of  Commdns  pafs  a  vote  that  it  was  juft  and  requiflte  to  eftablHh  ilamp« 

duties  there,  p.  6o. 

65  — —  the  trade  of  it  fuffers  great  inconvenience  from  the  regulations  of  Mr.  Grenvillc  againft 

fmuggling,  p.  63,  64. 

65  • — T"  preliminary  obfervations  on  the  ftamp  aft  which  was  pafled  in  this,year|.  p.  60  to  66* 

66  ——  the  aft  for  impofing  ftamp  duties  there,  repealed,  p.  85,, 

66  —  the  declaratory  aft  was  pafled,  relative  to  tlie  right  of  Great  Britain,  ta  tax  the  colonies  of 


AmeVica,  p.  8^. 


America^ 
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1767  America^  the  temper  of  its  colonics  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  p.  105,  106. 

■         an  aft  paflcd  to  impofe  duties  on  tea,  ,paper,  painter's  colours  and  glafs  imported  into  the 
Britifh  plantations  in  America,  ihidn 

1768  — —  fubfifting  uneafineffcs  between  its  colonies  and  Great  Britain,  p.  116. 

1769  ——— critical  ftate  of  its  colonies,  p.  127, 

■    the  conduct  of  Parliament  with  refpeft  to  it,  Ihid. 

lyyo continues  tooppofe  Britifh  importations,  p.  135. 

duty  on  paper,  painter's  colours  andglafs,  imported  into  America  difcontinued,  ibii. 

'  ditto  on  tea  continued,  ibid. 

177 1  aflerably  of  Maflachufet's  Bay,  its  conduft  to  the  governor,  p.  146. 

1772  — —  continues  to  exercife  a  fpirit  of  refiftance  to  Great  Britain,  p.  155. 

1773  ■  I  conduft  of  fome  of  the  colonies  with  refpeft  to  the  importation  of  tea  from  Great  Bri« 

tain,  p.  165. 
— — —  Emigrations  from  Ireland  to  America  in  this  year,  p.  165-6. 

1774  —  the  population  of  its  principal  provinces,  p.  178. 

ijy^  —  defigns  of  the  Britilh  government  with  refpeft  to  it,  p.  180. 

—  refolution  moved  by  Lord  North  refpcfting  any  particular  province  or  colony  of  it,  ibid. 
a  bill  pafled  to  prohibit  the  commerce  of  certain  of  its  provinces  with  Great  Britain^  &c. 

.181. 

afecond  bill  rcftraining  the  commerce  of  other  of  its  provinces,  p.  182. 
the  principal  events  which  took  place  therfln  the  counfe  of  this  year,  regularly  ftated,  p.  185, 
non-importation  and  non-exportation  agreements  took  place  throughout  it,  ibid. 
a  bill  paflcd  to  prohibit  all  trade  and  commerce  with  it,  p.  186. 

—  the  fending  commiflioners  thither,  recommended  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  p.-  i^o, 
1776  Congrcfs  of,  ifluing  letters  of  marque  ag^inft  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain,  p.  192. 

the  Congrefs  of,  declare  its  independence,  July  4,  ibid, 
all  intercourfe  with  it  forbid  by  the  Emprefs  Queen,  ibid. 

all  the  delegates  of  it  in  Congrefs  fign  articles  of  confederation  and  union,  Oft.  4,  p.  194.    ' 
— —  the  renunciation  of  its  allegiance  reprefented  in  a  fpeech  from. the  Throne,  ibid. 
^777  '  i^s  privateers  diftrefs  the  Britifh  commerce,  p.  200. 

— -  the  Congrefs  apply  to  France  for  afliftance,  p.  206. 
1778  •—  Commiflioners  appointed  by  Great  Britain  to  treat  with  the  Congrefs,  p.  221. 

— -  the  independence  of  it  acknowledged  by  France,  ibid.  . 

.|^y9  1—.^  the  commiflioners  return  from  thence,  p.  241. 

•         obfervations  on  the  ftate  of  the  war  with  it,  ibid. 
1^80  ——  ftate  of  the  war  there  at  this  period,  p.  299,  300. 

— —  the  Congrefs  engage  in  a  fecret  treaty  with  the  Dutch,  p.  304. 
1 781  —  ftate  of  the  war  there,  p.  327. 

—  the  continuance  of  the  war  violently  oppofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  p.  378. 
1^82  — -  the  Houfe  of  Commons  addrefs  the  King  againft  the  continuance  of  the  war,  p.  403. 

various  motions,.  &c.  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  p.  404,  &c. 
an  accommodation  with  it,  the  great  objeft  of  the  Englifli  Miniftry,  p.  436. 
the  Congrefs  refufe  to  enter  into  any  immediate  negotiation,  p«  437. 
-— »  a  bill  paflTed  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  the  colonies  of  it,  p«  459. 
j*f83  — —  its  fituation  at  the  clofe  of  the  war,  p.  476. 

jftHcrica^ 
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1783  America^  regulations  for  forwarding  a  trade  with  it,  p.  47  8, 

— —  declaration  of  the  King  in  Council  relative  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  with  that 
country,  p*  516. 

1784  — — —  an  eftimate  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  p.  573. 
the  bill  of  laft  feffion  continued  for  the  better  carrying  on  trade  with,  p.  575. 
a  bill  palTed  for  the  better  carrying  on  trade  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 

Great  Britain,  &c.  p.  577. 
IJ85  •— an  aft  palled  by  the  Legiflature  of  Maflachufet's,  againft  exportation  in  Britifli  ihips, 

P'S99- 
— —  a  bill  palTed  the  Britifh  Parliament  to  regulate  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the 

United  States,  p.  605. 
1^35  ....i-.  ditto,  for  continuing  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  United  States,  pu  629. 
1770  jimerican  Merchants  fttiiioti  Parliament,  p.  135. 

iyy6  complain  loudly  of  the  abufcs  of  the  prohibitory  aft  againft  America,  p,  191. 

1763  Amjlcrdam^  very  confidcrable  bankruptcies  there,  p.  8. 
\^f}i^  AnnuitUsy  a  bill  pafled  for  confolidating  certain  of  them,  p»  50* 
1777  Annuities  Jbt  Ltfe^  abftraft  of  a  bill  pafled  for  rcgiftering  the  grants  of  them,  p.  208. 
1780  Anfwer  of  the  Britifli  court  to  the  declaration  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  refpefting  the  armed 

neutrality,  p.  277.  ~  . 

1787  Armament  fitted  put  this  year,  an  account  of  the  charges  of  it,  p.  669. 
1780  Armed  Neutrality^  an  account  of  it,  p*27i,  &c. 

declaration  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  concerning  it^  p.  273. 
ditto  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  p.  274* 
■  ditto  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  p.  275. 

i— -—  anfwer  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  on  the  fubjeft  of  it  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia^ 

p.  277. 

..^. —  ditto  from  the  King  of  Spain,  p.  279. 

—  memorial  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ru|&a,  en  the  fubjeft  of  it  to  the  States  General^ 


p.  279,  280, 

the  treaty  for  the  conduiion  of  it  between  the  refpeftive  powers  fpecified  at  large. 


p.  281. 

the  Queen  of  Portugal  refufes  to  accede  to  it,  p.  303. 


1777  Arcot^  Nabob  of,  his  conneftion  with  the  Eaft  India  Company,  p.  202« 
il^c  — —  examination  into  the  nature  of  his  debts,  &c.  p.  595. 

difference  between  the  Eaft  India  Direftors  and  the  Board  of  Controul,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
his  debts,  p.  596* 

motions  made  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  relative  to  the  conduft  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
troul, refpefting  his  debts,  ibid. 
1784  Arrit  of  the  French  iG«^  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  Weft  Indies,  p,  567, 

,     '  refpefting  the  entry  of  Englifli  merchandize,  p.  651. 

1787  Artificers^  a  bill  to  prevent  the  feducing  of  them  in  the  iron  and  fteel  manufaftories,  p.  668* 
1.765  Arts,  Manufadures^   and  Commerce^  Society  of,  eftabliflied  at  New  York,  p.  68, 
'77$  4ff^y  Majlers^  appointed  in  Birmingham  and  Sheffield,  p.  167. 
1765  Athd^  Duke  of,  difpofes  of  all  his  rights  in  the  Ifle  of  Man  to  the  Crown,  p.  70. 
1779  Au^ions  and  Sales^  a  tax  laid  on  them,  p.  262. 
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1782  Bahama  IJlands  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  p.  418. 

1781  Baltic^  the  King  of  Dchmark's  declaration  rcfpcfting  the  navigation  of  it,  p  355. 

1782  Bank  of  Ayr ^  a  bill  paflcd  for  the  further  relief  of  pcrfons  concerned  in  it,  p.  458. 
lyy^  a  bill  pafTed  for  redeeming  annuities  granted  from  thence,  p.  176. 

1764  Bank  of  England^  an  agreement  eftablilhcd  with  them  by  Government  for  raifing  certain  fums 

of  money,  &c.  p.  50. 
ly^^  ««.«... —  the  Dire£tors  give  notice  of  their  receipt  of  the  defaced  gold  coin,  p.  167. 
1^81  '   I.  a  nc)«f  charter  granted  to  it,  and  the  terms  of  fuch  grant,  p.  365. 

■  makes  a  call  of  eight  per  cent,  on  its  capital  itock,  p.  388. 

X785  — —  the  payment  of  two  millions  to  itpoftponed,  p.  605. 
1773  Bank  Notesy  claufc  of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  them,  p.  167. 
J  764  Bank  Stock  rofc  eight  per  cent,  on  the  dividend  being  raifed  J  per  cent,  for  the  laft  half  year,  p.  49, 

Bankrupts  J  a  bill  palled  to  prevent  frauds  by  them,  p.  50. 

-i— -  a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  inconveniencies  from  their  being  entitled  to  privilege  of  Parlia* 
mcnt,  p.  50. 
\*j*]%  — -— .  a  bill  paflled  to  amend  an  afi  to  prevent  frauds  by  them,  p.  159. 
1^86  .1        a  further  bill  to  prevent  the  frauds  of,  p.  630. 

1763  Bankruptcies  at  Amflerdam,  Hamburg,  &c.  p.  8. 

.         conje£tures  concerning  the  caufcs  of  them,  p«  9«  ' 

17^7  Barley,  Meal  and  Pulfe^  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  them  difcontinucd,  p.  io8.— p-See 

Cornf  Grain,  t^c. 
1^64,  Barnard,  Sir  John,  his  death  and  charafter,  p.  60. 
1768 Governor,  altercations  between  him  and  the  Aflembly  of  Maflachufct*s  Bay,  p.  116. 

1764  Biover  Skins,  the  duties  on  the  importation  and  exportation  of  them  regulated^  p.  49. 

1776  Beer  andjtlehttvred  for  fale  in  Dundee,  a  duty  impofed  on  it,  p.  197. 
1780  Beer,  exported  from  England  in  this  year,  p.  321. 

—  the  annual  quantity  exported  from  England  alone  at  three  different  periods^  p.  51 9. 

1783 import  and  export  of  it  into  and  from  Ireland  on  two  averages  of  three  years,  p.  tzg. 

178a  Belligerent  Powers^  ftate  of  them,  p.  439. 

1764  Bermuda,  the  inhabitants  of  it  gather  fait  on  the  Turks  Iflands,  p^  48. 

1765  Bills  of  Exchange  andPromiffory  Notes,  a  bill  paflcd  to  regulate  them  in  Scotland,  p,  73, 
1782  Bills  of  Exchange  (inland),  Promijfory  Notes,  tic.  tl  ftampduty  charged  upon  them,  p.  450^ 
1^84  — — _—  the  aft  charging  {iarops  on  them  amended,  p.  575. 

1^87  '  a  bill  pafled  to  perpetuate  two  afts  of  George  III.  relative  to  them,  p.  668. 

1777  Bills  of  Exchange^  abftraft  of  a  bill  palled  for  rtfftraining  the  negotiation  of  them,  p.  200, 

1778  '  abftraft  of  aa  aft  relative  to  the  forging  the  acceptances  of  them,  p.  237. 

1764  Bills,  faperj  a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  fuch  as  may  be  iflued  in  the  colonies  from  being  legal 
tender,  p«50.    '     ,  ' 

—  See  alfo'CV»«fl^fl  jB/V/x. 

1763  Bills  of  Mortality  for  London  and  other  cities  and  towns  of  Great  Britain  and  Europe  for  this 

ycar^  p.  28. 

1764  ■■  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  60. 

1765  ^        the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  83. 
J  j66  '  the  fame  for  this  year,  p,  105. 

JBUls 


CHRONOLOGICAL      INBSX* 


A,.  Ou 


1767  BiBs  tff  Mortality  for  London  and  other  cities  and  towns  of  Great  Britain  and  Europe  for  thit 

year,  p.  116.  . 

1768  ■    '  '         the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  125, 

1769  "  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  X35» 

1770  — — -  the  fame  for  this  year,  p«  143. 

1 77 1  '  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  155,  - 

1772  —— —  the  iame  for  this  year,  p,  x63, 

1773  tl>e  fame  for  this  year,  p«  1 7  u 

1774  — __.  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  i78, 
177s  — — —  the  fame  for  this  year,  p,  X90« 
1776  ^  the  fame  for  this  year,  p«  199. 
iyy7    ■■              the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  212. 

1778  .  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  241. 

1779  — — the  fame  for  thi«  ycar^  p.  265. 

1780  ■  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  326*  , 
i*l%i       ■             the  fame  for  this  year,  p*  402« 

lyga  '  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  463. 

1^83  '  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  536. 

1^84  '   the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  580. 

1^85  — — —  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  607. 

1786 ^ the  fame  for  this  year,  p«  628* 

1^87  ■  the  £uBe  for  this  year,  p.  669. 

1788  I  -the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  694* 

1773  Sirmingbam,  an  Affay-mafker  appointed  to  that  place,  p*  167* 

1764  BJakCf  Mn  releafed  from  his  obligation  to  the  Society  of  Arts  on  account  of  the  hnd  carriage 
fifhery,  p,  45, 
—  a  fum  of  money  granted  him  by  Parliament  for  the  encouragement  of  his  patriotic  under- 
taking, p.  46.— (See  Laud  Carriage  Fijbery). 

1 78 1  Booki  and  Paper  ^  the  amount  of  their  exports  from  Ireland  in  one  year,  p.  394* 

1782  .  the  quantity  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  443, 

1783  .— —^  import  and  export  of  them  into  and  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p,  528. 
1768  Boftorti  a  great  tumult  there,  p*xx7, 

Bojion  and  New  Torkj  non-importation  agreements  entered  into  by  them,  p«  11 8. 
1 77 1  »*—  the  reiiftance  of  its  inhabitants  to  the  officers  of  the  reyenue,  accompanied  with  great  in* 
humanity,  p.  146. 

1773  »*—  the  confequences  of  the  arrival  of  fhips  laden  with  tea,  p«  165. 

1774  ^— Port  bill,  p.  71, 

1776  -*—  fupplies  fentto  the  Britiih  army  there,  p.  195. 

1776  Bofton^  in  Lincolnjhirt^  a  bill  for  regulating  pilots,  and  preventing  mifchief  by  fire  in  that  port, 

p.  197.  • 

1786  Bounties f  a  bill  to  prevent  frauds  io  obtaining  them,  p*  630* 
1788  BourdeauXf  the  number  of  veHels  which  entered  its  port  in  this  year,  p.  692. 
1766  BriJioU  the  number  of  fliips  which  were  entered  inwards  and  cleared  outwards  from  thence  in 

this  year,  p,  97. 
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'773  B^ift^h  the  importation  of  fugars  into  that  poijt  in  this  year,  p.  i66. 

i^y5  _»  a  bill  pailed  to  remove  the  danger  of  fire  among  fhips  in  that  port,  p.  197. 

1785  Brht/b  Fi/heries^  refolutions  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  fubjeft  of  them,  p.  597* 
1^85  — ^—  a  bill  brought  into  Parliament  relative  to  them,  p,  598. 

■■  a  bill  pafled  for  the  further  encouragement  of  them,  p.  605. 

iy86  ■  a  bill  for  the  ftill  further  encouragement  of  them,  p.  630. — (Sec  Herring  Fijhery^  tic.) 

1783  £r/V/^  5;&7^^/»f  greatly  encreafed  by  excluding  the  American  (hipping,  p.  520,  &c. 

1786  Britijh  Society^  incorporated  by  a£t  of  Parliament,  for  extending  the  fifheries  of  the  kingdom, 

&c.  p.  630. 

1784  Briujh  Spirits,  a  bill  pafled  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  making  and  vending  of  them,  &c, 

Pv577- 
Britijh  and  Foreign  Spirits,  a  bill  paffcd  for  deftroying  them  after  condemnation,  p.  577.'— (Sec 

Spirits), 

1765  Bugles,  a  bill  palled  to  encourage  the  importation  of  them^  p«72. 

1764  Buildings,  a  bill  pafled  for  regulating  them,  and  preventing  fires,  p.  49. 

1^66  — «-  a  bill  pafled  to  amend  the  above  z&i  p.  98. 

1775  Bunker's  Hill,  the  aftion  of,  p.  185. 

1773  Bure,  the  river,  in  Norfolk,  a  bill  pafled  for  extending  its  navigation,  p,  167. 
'775  Burke,  Edmund,  moves  his  conciliatory  propofitions  relative  to  America,  p.  184. 

1764  Butcher's  Meat,  the  high  price  of  it  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  p.  46* 
— .— — — —  examination  of  perfons  before  the  committee  on  that  fubjed,  ibid. 

j^^2  ■     the  price  of  it  advanced  at  this  time,  and  the  fuppofed  caufe,  p.  156. 

1783  Butter,  Irifti  and  Englifli,  annual  quantity  exported  from  England  at  3  different  periods,  p.  519. 

1779  Byron,  Admiral,  his  arrival  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  condudt,  p.  25 1, 

c. 

1776  CaiJJe  ^Efcompte,  or  Difcount-office,  eftabliflied  at  Paris,  p.  196. 
1^8^  ..............  an  account  of  its  fiiilure,  p.  522. 

1774  Colder s,  the  river,  a  bill  pafled  for  improving  the  navigation  of  it,  p.  176. 

1 765  Calicoes  J  a  bill  pafled  to  export  them  to  Africa,  p.  72. 

1*^83  —  the  quantity  of  them  imported  into  Ireland  on  two  averages  of  three  years,  p.  526. 
^  — — .  Britifli  and  Irifli,  bounties  granted  thereon,  p.  538. 

1777  Calico  Printers  and  Dyers,  allowed  to  employ  journeymen  who  have  not  ferved  a  regular  ap- 

prenticelhip  to  the  trade,  p.  208. 

1787  Calico  Manufailurers  of  Great  Britain  and  the.  Eaft  India  Company,  the  competition  between 

them  dated  at  large,  p.  654,  &c. 

1764  Cambric,  a  bill  pafled  to  encourage  the  Britifli  manufadure  of  it,  p.  50. 

iy5y   ,         a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  the  Wearing  of  foreign,  p.  109. 

1763  Canada,  judgment  pronounced  at  Paris  againft  perfons  employed  there  by  the  King  of  France, 
for  mal-adminiftration,  p.  lo. 

1763  Canada  Bills j  application  made  concerning  them  to  the  King  of  France,  by  the  Britifli  mer- 
chants, ibid. 

1^65  .  the  French  King's  arret  concerning  them,  p,  71, 

,y66 finally  fettled,  p.  86,  87, 

1782  Canada  Sales,  the  amount  of  them  in  this  year,  p,  441. 

1^83  — — — —  the  fame  i|i  this  year,  p.  521. 
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1784  Canada  Bills,  the  amount  oTtbem  in  this  year»  p.  568. 
1^85  — — —  the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  598. 
1786  '         the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  627. 

1766  Canatf  a  navigable  one  made  from  Little  Gevendraeth  river,  in  Caermarthen(hire|  p.  97. 
the  fame  from  the  river  Severn,  near  Tilton  Bridge,  p.  98* 
the  fame  from  Wilden  Ferry,  StafFordfhire,  &c.  iiid. 
1768  — —  the  fame  from  the  river  Forth  to  the  Clyde,  in  Scotland,  p.  122, 

— — -  the  fame  from  Birmingham  to  Bilfton,  &c.  Hid. 
il6g  — —  the  fame  from  Oxford  to  Coventry,  p.  131. 
1770         ■  the  fame  from  Leeds  to  Liverpool,  p.  139, 
iyy2  — —  the  fame  from  the  river  Dee  to  Nantwich,  p.  158. 
lyyj  _—  the  fame  from  the  fpring  near  Skipton  in  Yorkfhire,  &c.  p,  167.' 
1775  — -  the  fame  to  Oxford,  &c.  p.  188. 

-^-—  the  fame  from  coal  mines  at  Apedale  in  Sta£Fordfhire,  &c.  ibid. 
iyy6  —  the  fame  from  Stourbridge,  in  Worccftcrfhire,  p.  197. 

— -—  the  fame  from  Hider*s  Green  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  &c.  p.  539, 
xy83  — —  the  fame  from  the  Trent  to  the  Merfey,  improved  and  enlarged,  p.  538, 

■  ■■     ■■■  the  fame  from  the  Thames  near  Leachlade,  &c.  Hid. 

Canals  of  Leeds  ahd  Liverpool  confolidated,  p.  539. 
1782  Candles^  the  quantity  exported  from  Kuffia  in  this  year,  p.  441. 
2^84  wax,  certain  duties  on  them  repealed,  and  other  duties  granted  in  lieu  thereof^  p.  577. 

— ^-^—  duties  granted  on  licences  to  make  or  fell  them,  ibid. 
1781  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  an  account  of  the  expedition  to  attack  that  fettlement,  p.  368, 
1775  Cards  and  Dicc^  the  number  of  them  ftamped  this  year,  p«  187. 

1779  Cargo  of  a  Spanifh  (hip  taken  by  the  Dart  privateer,  p.  259. 

1787  Cargoes^  a  particular  account  of  thofe  returned  from  Peterlburgh  in  this  year,  p.  657. 
1763  Carolina^  South,  produce  of  it  entered  for  exportation  during  a  certain  period,  p.  7, 

1765  Cattle^  live,  free  exportation  of  them  allowed  from  Ireland,  &c.  p.  72. 
jyyi  —^  the  exportation  of  them  prohibited,  2(c.  p.  150, 

j^y2     i      the  annual  account  of  the  fale  of  them  at  Smithfield  for  forty  years,  p.  156. 
i^y^  i_.»  number  of,  fold  in  Smithfield  in  this  year,  p.  175. 
1787  Chamber  of  Manufanurers  petition  Parliament,  p.  6*2. 

1780  Charlejiown  taken  from  the  Americans  by  General  Clinton,  p.  299. 

1775  Chatham^  Earl  of,  his  motion  to  recall  the  troops  from  Bodon,  p.  179. 

— —  offers  a  bill  to  the  Houle  of  Lords  to  fettle  the  troubles  of  America,  ibid. 
j^>^8  .^.^  his  death,  p.  231. 
1780  Cbeefe  e%ipotted  in  this  year,  p.  321. 
2^83  *—  the  annual  quantity  exported  from  England  alone  at  three  different  periods,  p.  519. 

1766  Cbelmert  the  riven  made  navigable  from  Maiden  to  Chelmsford,  p.  98. 

1776  Cbejierf  a  bill  paffcd  for  ercfting  light-houfcs,  &c.  in  that  port,  p.  197. 

1787  China^  the  number  and  tonnage  of  Britifli  India  fhips  laden  there  for  the  feafon  1786*7,  p,  666» 
the  quantity  and  forts  of  tea  imported  in  this  year  from  thence,  p.  667. 
the  amount  of  filver  fent  annually  from  England  to  that  country  for  three  years,  ibid.. 

1777  Ctay^  tobacco-pipe,  allowed  to  be  exported  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  p.  207. 
1775  Clockwortbi  William,  bis  letters-patent  for  making  Porcelain  enlarged,  p.  i88« 

Cloths^ 
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f  77  J  CUibs,  an  account  of  tbc  quantity  manufafturcd  in  tbtc  Weft  Riding  of  Yorkfliire  from  1749 

to  1770,  p.  146. 
the  number  of  broads  milled  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  Yorkflxirc  for  a  oeruin  number  of 

yean,  p.  147,  ^ 
ditto  of  narrows.  Hid. 

the  number  of  pieces  made  during  the  years  1769  and  1770,  ibU, 
1769  Clyd^,  the  river,  a  bill  paflcd  for  improving  its  navigatioUt  p.  131. 
1774  C^acbDuSyf  its  amount  for  this  year,  p.  175. 

lyyg the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  231. 

1776  Coach  J&j  tbftraftof  it,  p.  197. 

1765-  Ccalsf  a  bill  palled  to  grant  duties  on  the  exportation  of  them,  p.  7a. 

1^66  ..—^  further  regulations  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  meafurement  of  them,  p.  98* 

i*jj7  —-^- the  amount  of  their  importation  into  London  in  this  year,  p.  i66* 

I'jj'j  ,         the  quantity  imported  to  London  in  this  year,  p.  207. 

1^—*—  further  regulations  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  meafurement  of  them,  p«  207. 
ij*jg    ■       tar  produced  from  coal,  p.  260. 

lySo  ■        the  annual  importation  of  them  into  London  for  tea  years,  p.  321* 
1^8  j  — «.  a  bill  pafted  for  the  better  fecuring  the  duties  on  them,  p.  605. 
1^88        H    an  account  of  them  in  each  port  of  England  in  this  year,  p.  691. 

the  quantity  of  them  imported  into  London  for  three  fucceffive  years,  p.  69a. 
exported  from  Great  Briuin  for  two  fucceflive  years,  ibid. 
1785  Ccal  Tradff  combinations  of  the  fliip  owners  and  others  concerned  in  it,  p.  6oou 

■  notice  ferved  by  the  water  bailiff  of  London,  the  coal  faAors,  &c.  in  oonftqveooe  of 

combinations  concerning  it,  ibid. 

brief  hiftory  of,  and  obfervations  upon  it,  p.  701. — (appendix) — (See  NewcqfiU^  &If.^ 


1782  Cocbimaly  table  of  the  quantity  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain  for  two  diilind: 

years,  with  the  names  of  the  places  from  whence  and  to  which  fuch  imports  aad  exports 
are  made,  p.  450. 

the  quantity  of  it  imported  into  and  exported  from  England  for  ten  years,  p.  454. 

ditto  into  and  from  Scotland,  p«  455. 

1783  Cocoa  Nuts  a  bill  pafled  to  encourage  the  growth  of  them  in  the  Plantations,  p.  539, 

1784  --^-^ inland  duty  on  them  taken  off,  p«  577. 

1767  Codbcck  Brook f  in  Yorkfhire,  a  bill  pafled  to  render  it  navigable,  p.  109. 
1780  Coffci^  a  bill  pafled  to  regulate  the  drawbacks  on  it,  p.  323. 

1782  -—  table  of  the  quantity  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  for  Modiftinft  years, 

with  the  names  of  the  places  from  whence  and  to  which  fuch  imports  and  exports  are  madcs 

P-4SX- 

1783  — -  a  bill  paffed  to  encourage  the  growth  of  it  in  the  Plantations,  p.  539. 

1784  — — ~  the  inland  duties  of  it  taken  off,  p.  577. 

1769  Coinage  of  Money  ^  a  bill  pafled  to  continue  the  duties  for  encouraging  it,  p«  I3i« 

1 77 1  C0/1V,  copper,  a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  it,  p.  150. 

1773  *"— "golcly  a  bill  paffed  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting,  &c.  of  it,  p.  167. 

1^7^     .  recommended  to  theattention  of  Parliament  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  p.  171. 

■  rcfolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  concerning  it,  p.  1 75. 

-— —  deficient  in  weight,  the  amount  of  it  paid  into  the  Bank,  ibid^ 
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CH  H  O  NOX  O  G  I  C  A  L      I  N  D  E  3U 

1774  Coitt^  gold,  a  bill  pafled  for  regulating  the  weights  to  be  ufed  in  weighing  it,  p.  176* 
'■  the  fame  for  fupplying  tlie  fum  for  the  recoinage  of  it,  ibid. 

^nS  — —  the  quantity  of  it  liTued  fince  the  year  1772,  p.  187. 
1776  regulated  by  proclamation,  p.  194, 

J1778  — —  an  account  of  the  quantity  brought  into  the  Mint  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  hj 
the  feveral  proclamations,  with  expences  of  recoinage,  &c,  p.  236. 

1780  Cotrty  new  regulation  relative  to  the  exportation  of  it  into  Ireland,  p.  323. 

1764  Colonies^  abftra£t  of  the  ad  for  granting  certain  duties  on  goods  in  them,  and  encouraging 

trade  to  the  Sugar  lilands,  &c.  p.  51. 
J 766     ■   •■    a  bill  pailed  for  regulating  certain  duties  in  them,  &c.  p.  98. 

2772  _  the  amount  of  teaconfumed  in  them  before  the  importation  duties  were  queftioned,  p.  165. 
—  the  annual  amount  and  value  of  the  ihipping  at  this  time  built  in  them,  ibid, (Seethe 

Weft  Indie Sy  America^  i^cj 

1781  Combined  Fleet  of  France  and  Spain  enter  the  Channel,  p.  370. 
return  to  port  without  executing  any  enterprize,  p.  371. 

1780  Commerce^  a  chronological  table  of  it  in  Great  Britain,  from  the  Reftdration  to  this  year, 

p.  322. 

1786  Commerce  and  Navigation^  treaty  of,  between  the  Courts  of  London  and  Verfaillcs,  p.  614. 

1787  —————  debated  in  Parliament,  p.  632,  &c. — (See  Treaties^  lie.) 

1775  CommiJJioners^  the  fending  them  to  America  recommended  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  p.  loo. 
1778  — — — —  appomted  to  treat  with  Congrefs  on  the  means  of  quieting  the  difturbances  x)f  Ame« 

rica,  p.  221* 
^^^ — i  arrive  at  Philadelphia,  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  embafly,  p.  227. 
■        —  of  Public  Accounts*—  ( Sec  Public  Accounts). 

1784  Commutation  A^ 9  the  hiftory  and  principles  of  it,  p.  550,  &c. 

Coney  Skins  and  Coney  ffool,  the  exportation  of  them  prohibited,  p.  576. 

1774  Congrefs^  firft  general  one  held  at  Philadelphia,  p.  173. — (See  America). 

1785  Con/ul  General^  John  Temple,  Efq;  received  in  that  charafter  from  Griat  Britain  by  the  Con« 

grefs  of  America,  p.  6oo. 

1782  ContraHors  with  Government,  abftradt  of  an  a£t  for  reftraining  them  from  fitting  in  Parlia- 

ment, p.  459. 

1 786  Convention  between  the  Courts  of  London  and  Madrid,  p.  613. 

1787  —  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Moft  Chriltian  King,  ill  conformity  to  certain 

articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  p,  647. 

•  relative  to  the  meaning  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  figned  at  Ver- 
failles,  September  3,  1783,  p.  649. 

1781  Convoy Sy  Weft  Indian  and  American,  ou^ard  and  homeward  bound,  efcaped  the  combined 

fleets  in  the  Channel,  p.  371. 

1780  Conway^  General,  his  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  eompofe  the  troubles  in  Amfr* 

rica,  p.  295. 
Cook^  Captain  James,  fome  account  of  his  voyages,  p.  317,  &c. 

1 78 1  CootCy  Sir  Eyre,  reftores  our  affairs  in  the  Carnatic,  p.  361. 

Copper  Plate  Engravings y  (appendix),  advancement  in  that  branch,  p.  697,. 
1780  Copper^  a  bill  to  prevent  the  carrying  it  in  flieets  coaftways,  p.  323. 

1775  Copy 'fight  in  ceruin  books  confirmed  to  the  Colleges  of  Eton,  Wefiminfter  and  Wiilchefter,.p.  1 8S 

-  3  Cordage 


AN      ALPHABETICAL      AND 

A.   D. 

1785  Cordage^  a  bill  paflcd  to  regulate  the  manafa£^ure  of  it  for  fliipping,  p.  605. 

1786  Britifh  made,  a  bill  to  allow  bounties  on  the  exportation  of,  p,  630. 

1765  Corn^  a  bill  palled  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  it,  p.  73. 

ditto,  to  allow  the  free  importation  of  it,  &c.  ihid. 

1766 a  bill  pafled  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of,  &c.  p.  97. 

—  addreflcs  from  London,  Briftol,  Norwich,  &c.  on  the  high  price  of  it,  ibid. 
his  Majefty  addrefled  by  both  Houfes  to  continue  the  embargo  on  it,  ibid. 

1767  his  Majefty  empowered  to  permit  the  further  importation  of  it,  &c.  p.  109. 

1768  —  certain  laws  relative  to  it  continued,  p.  i22» 

1770 abftraftofan  aftfor  regifteringtheprices  of  it,  &c.   138, 

1 77 1  the  imports  and  exports  of  it  in  this  year,  p.  232. 

1772  —  bill  pafled  the  Commons,  altered  by  the  Lords,  and  finally  rcjcftcd  by  theConunons,p«i57. 

■  a  former  a£k  amended  relative  to  the  exportation  of  it,  p.  158. 

'773  *  ^^^^  pafled  to  regulate  the  importation  and  exportation  of  it,  p.  167. 

1774 *  b^ll  pafled  to  regulate  the  prices  of  its  imports  and  exports,  p.  176. 

1775  — —  an  account  of  its  exports  and  imports  from  the  year  1770,  p.  187. 

1787  —  Britifli,  the  quantity  exported  in  this  year,  p.  667. 

—  foreign,  imported  and  exported  during  the  fame  period,  ibid. 

1772  Corn  and  Grain  table  of  exportation  from  England  during  five  years,    with  the  bouatieSf 
prices,  &c.  p.  157,  158. 

J  7  74 ^^  exportation  of  it  allowed  to  the  Sugar  Colonies,  &c.  p.  176. 

•^—  Indian,  the  importation  of  it  allowed,  ibid. 

1778  — —  the  imports  and  exports  of  it  into  and  from  Great  Briuin,  &c.  from  1771  to  1778, 

w;ith  the  bounties,  drawbacks  and  duties,  p.  232. 

the  average  prices  of  it  in  England  and  Wales  from  177 1  to  1778,  p.  236. 

allowed  to  be  imported  to  Newfoundland,  Ice.  p.  237. 

1779  — a  table  of  their  imports  and  exports  for  this  year,  with  the  bounties,  duties,  draw« 

backs,  and  average  prices,  p.  260. 
lySo  — — —  the  fame  for  this  ye^r,  p.  320. 

■  a  bounty  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  them,  &c.  p.  323. 
1 78 1  — —  their  imports  and  exports,  &c.  in  this  year,  p.  396, 
1^82  ■                 the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  444^ 

1783  — — —  their  imports  and  exports  in  this  year,  p.  536, 

1784  ■  tlie  fame  for  this  year,  p.  574. 

1785  — — —  an  account  of  the  quantity  exported  from  and  imported  into  England  during  thi* 

year,  p.  602. 

■     ditto  from  and  into  Scotland,  p.  603* 
.  bounties  on  the  exports  of  them  from  England,  ibid. 

•— —  drawbacks  on  them,  ibid. 
— —  bounties  on  the  exports  of  them  from  Scotland,  ihid. 

'  duties  on  the  importation  of  them  into  England  and  Scotland,  ibid. 
■  average  prices  of  them  in  England  and  Wales,  ibid. 

1786  — —  their  expoits  and  imports,  &c.  from  and  to  England  and  Scotland,  p.  628, 

1788  '  imports  and  exports  of  them  during  this  year,  p.  694.-^ (See  Grain^  fVbeaU  Barley ^ 
Rye^  Meal,  istc.J 
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CHRONOLOGICAL      INDEX. 

783  Ccm  and  Mealy  import  and  export  of  them  into  and  from  Ireland  on  two  averages  of  three 
years,  p.  529. 

784  Corn  Spirits^  quantity  of  them  made  in  Scotland^  with  their  difpofal^  from  1778  to  1784, 
p.  569. 

78^  ■  part  of  an  aft  repealed  relating  to  the  diftillation  of  them  in  Scotland,  p.  605.— (Sco 

Spirits,  Brifl/h  Spirits,  Dijiillery,  lie.) 
786  CornfVaJhy  duty  on  it  from  Midfummej:  1749  to  Midfummer  1786,  p.  627,— (Sec  Spirits^ 

DiJiilUry. 
781  Cornwallis,  Earl  of,  bis  military  progrefs  and  final  furrender,  p.  376,  &c. 
768  Corjtca,  treaty  concluded  between  France  and  Genoa  for  the  ceffion  of  it,  p.  lai. 

■  declaration  of  the  French  King  to  the  inhabitants  pf  it,  ibid. 
774  Cotton  Manuf azures,  the  exportation  of  uteniils  employed  in  them  prohibited,  p.  17C 

778  Cotton  Yarn  manufaftured  in  Ireland,  the  importation  of  it  allowed,  p.  237. 

779  Cotton  JVooly  certain  duties  on  it  difeontinued,  p.  262. 

781  Cotton  and  Cotton  Fabrics,  'the  export  of  them  from  Ireland  in  this  yeacy  p-  393* 
Cotton  and  Cotton  Wool,  certain  duties  on  the  importation  of  it,  p.  398. 

782  Cotton  Tarn  Manufa^ures,  their  exports  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  442. 

783  Cotton  Wool,  Cotton  Tarn,  lie.  the  quantity  of  them  imported  into  Ireland  OA  two  arerages  of 
three  years,  p.  520. 

Cotton,  mixtures  of,  the  quantity  of  them  imported  into  Ireland  on  two  averages  of  three  years^ 

p.  526- 
Cotton  Tarn,  bfc.  mixtures  of,  the  exportation  of  it  from  Ireland,  for  diree  years,  527. 

Cotton  and  Flax,  a  bill  paf&d  to  encourage  the  manufafture  of  them,  p.  539. 

Cotton  Stuffs,  duties  are  laid  on  them,  p.  605% 

Cotton,  a  bill  to  encourage  the  manufadure  of  it,  p.  630. 

Coventry,  a  navigable  canal  from  thence  to  Oxford,  p.  131. 

Council,  orders  of,  relative  to  grain,  &c.  p.  no* 

Courts  of  Confcience,  a  bill  palTed  for  regulating  them  in  the  bilU  of  mortalityi  p.  605* 

Cumberland,  Duke  of,  his  death  and  charader,  p.  .71. 

Currants  and  Prunes,  damaged,  the  duties  on  them  regulated,  p.  2o8. 

Currants,  the  importa|ion  of  them  prohibited  in  fmall  packages,  p.  537. 

Cuftoms,  a  bill  palled  for  the  better  fecuring  the  duties  of  them,  p.  i3i. 

— —  the  confolidation  of  them  debated  in  Parliament,  p.  640,  &c. 

■  the  grofs  receipt  and  neat  produce  of  them  for  two  years,  p.  658. 

Cujiom  and  Excife  Laws,  a  bill  pafled  to  continue  them  in  certain  cafes,  p.  6300 

Cuftoms  and  Excife,  a  bill  palled  to  repeal  certain  duties  on  them,  &Ct  p*  667. 

Cyder  A^,  abflrad  of  it,  p.  4« 

■    ■  occafions  much  public  diilatisfa&ion,  p.  6. 
— — —  proteft  entered  againft  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  ibid^ 
1764  Cyder  and  Perry,  abftraft  of  the  explanatory  aft  concerning  the  duties  laid  on  them,   &Ci 

p.  SO. 

■  the  aft  for  laying  additional  duties  on  them  amended,  p.  49. 
J  766  Cyder  Aff  rcf  called,  p.  86* 
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AN      ALPHABETICAL      AND 

A.   D. 

D. 

1768  Dafitztck,  the  number  of  veflels  which  arrived  there  this  year,  p.  I22« 

1782  the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  441, 

Debt. — (See  National  Debt).  ' 

1766  Declaratory  Mty  relative  to  America,  pafled,  p.  85,  86. 

1786  Deeds  and  IVrlttngs^  a  bill  for  the  more  eafy  proof  of  their  execution  ia  Great  Britain  an^  the 

Eaft  Indies,  pj  630. 
1781  Demerary  and  IJJlquibo^  the  fcttlements  of,  taken  from  the  Dutch,  p.  330. 
I J82  — —  re-taken  by  the  French,  p.  414. 

1780  Denmark,  King  of,  his  declaration  concerning  the  armed  neutrality,  p.  274. 

1 781  '       the  fame,  rcfpefling  the  navigation  of  the  Baltic,  p.  355. 

178^  I  his  proclamation  for  encouraging  the  Whale  Fifliery  in  his  kingdom,  &c.  p.  59?. 

1779  Dljilllers,  private,  a  bill  paflcd  to  prevent  frauds  by  them,  p.  262. 

jy88  — of  corn,  in  London  and  Scotland,  petition  Parliament,  p.  673. 

1784  D'ljilllay^  revenue  arifing  from  it,  from  1764  to  1784,  p.  568. 

'7^5  "" — '         revenue  arifing  from  that  of  corn  in  England,  for  a  certain  period,  p.  601. 

ditto,  from  that  of  melafles,  p.  602. 
1^85  '  the  number  of  gallons  contained  in  the  ftills,  &c.  in  the  feveral  colledions  of 

England  and  Wales,  p.  600. 

iy86 revenue  arifing  from  it,  in  England,  in  the  years  1785  and  1786,  p.  627. 

1778  Dominica,  the  iHand  of,  taken  by  the  French,  p.  227. 

1^87  — — a  bill  to  allow  the  import  and  export  of  certain  goods,  there^  p.  668« 

1763  Dublin  Society,  patriotic  condoA  of  it,  p.  9. 

1776  Dundecy  a  duty  impofed  on  beer  and  ale  brewed  there  for  fale,  p.  197. 

1776  Dutch  Eqft  India  Company,  the  ftatc  of  it,  p.  196. 

1 78 1  — —  Merchantmen,  great  numbers  of  them  taken  by  Englifh  privateers,  p.  329. 

1782  —  Settlements,  feveral  of  them  taken  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  by  Capt.  Shirley,  p.  4i8* 
^~*  Fi/hery, — (Sec  IVhale  Fijhcry, — Herring  Fijbery,  isfc. — and  Ho  Hand.  J 

1763  Duties,  additional  ones,  impofed  in  this  year,  p«  24. 
1^64  —  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  55. 
1765*  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  76. 

iy66  — —  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  100. 

1767  — — —  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  112. 

1768  .^— —  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  125. 

1769  — —  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  133- 
lyyo  —  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  141. 
I7yi  -  ■  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  152. 

1^73  _— .  the  fame,  in  this  year,  p.  178.— (For  the  fuccceding  years,  fee  Ways  and Means^) 
17^4  on  imports  and  exports,  at  the  Cuftom«Houfe,   Dublii^,   for  one  year,  p.  I74*<*«» 

( See  Ireland.) 
lygy  ■      American,  a  bill  pafied  to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  CommiiConers,  p.  no. 

1^87  ■  '  Tariff  of,  to  be  paid  on  certain  merchandizes,  conformable  to  an  Arret  of  the  French 

King,  dated  the  6th  of  May,  p.  652. 

Rates  of  the  ftamp  duty,  in  France,  on  commercial  inflruments,  p*  653, 
f  788^  JDi/^y,  an  equalizing  one,  on  fpirits  diftilled  in  Scotland,  and  brought  into  England,  p«  674. 

Drapery^ 
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CHRONOLOGICAL      INDEX* 

A.   D. 

1781  Drapery^  the  quantity  of  it  exported  from  Great-Britain  to  Ireland,  in  this  year,  p.  393.— 

( See  fVoollen  Cloibf — Ireland^  tic. 
1786  Drawbacks^  a  bill  to  prevent  fraudulent  praftices  in  obtaining  tliem,  &c.  p.  630. 
^777  -Py^''^  ^'^  Calico  Printers^   allowed  to  employ  journeymen,  who  have  not  ferved  a  regular 

apprenticefhip  to  the  trade,  p.  208. 
1783  Dyingt  a  bill  paflcd  to  prevent  abufcs  in  the  trade  of,  p.  538. 

E. 

1775  Earthen  ware^  painted,  a  certain  kind  of  it  permitted  to  be  imported,  p.  188. 

1764  Eajl- Indies,  unfavourable  news  brought  from  thence,  by  the  Lapwing  Packet,  ?•  44. 

1781"  State  of  the  Government  there,  at  this  period,  p.  339. 

— —  Petitions  from  thence  to  Parliament,  p.  341. 

.««.«- an  account  of  the  war  carried  on  there,  p.  359,  &c. 

Affairs  in  the  Carnatic  reftored  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  p.  361. 

,yg2  State  of  the  war  there,  by  fca  and  land,  p.  410. 

,783  - the  expedition  into  the  Canara  country,  under  General  Mattkews,  fome  tccouatoft 

&c.  p.  482,  483^  &<^* 
— — —  an  account  of  the  war  there  continued,  p.  482,  &c. 

an  account  of  the  peace  arrived  at  Madras,  July  4th,  p*  485. 

1^86 a  bill  for  regulating  the  trials  of  perfoas  accufed  of  committing  certain  ofiences 

there,  p.  63a 
.  a  bill  pafled  for  the  more  eafj  proof  of  the  execution  of  deeds  and  writings  there, 

p.  630. 
1787  Eaji  India  Biily  of  1784,  generally  called  Mr.  Pitt's  Bill,  petitioned  againft  by  the  inhabitants 

of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  p.  646. 
1764  EaJl  India  Company^  Englifli,  very  violent  debates,  on  the  unfavourable  intelligence  from  the 
Eaft-Indics,  p.  45. 

1767  — tlie  conduft  of  Parliament  with  refpe£t  to  them,  p.  107. 

— *— — —  propofals  from  them  accepted  by  Parliament,  ibid. 

..«.—.-'  bills  brought  into  the  Houfc  of  Commons  concerning  them,  p.  108. 

-     petition  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft  one  of  thefc  bills,  with  the  arguments 
thereon,  Hid. 
■  a  bill  pailed  to  regulate  tlieir  dividends,  p.  109. 

the  fame,  to  eftablifh  an  agreement  between  them  and  Government,  ibid. 


1768  — — — —  a  fecond  bill,  to  reftrain  their  dividends,  pafTed  both  Houfes,  p.  119. 

I    ■■  the  DireAors  refolve  to  pf  event  the  fale  of  the  command  of  fhips  in  their  fervice, 

p.  I20* 

a  ballot,  at  the  India  Houfe,  on  the  fubje£t  of  their  revenues,  ibid. 


176^  ■■    ■■  negotiation  between  them  and  Government,  p.  128. 

;  ■         their  fubfequent  agreement  with  Government,  ibid. 

■  fend  out  an  extraordinary  commiffion  to  India,  p.  129. 

■  the  circumftances  of  it  at  this  period,  ibid. 

1770    ■  I          determine  the  half  year*s  dividend,  at  6  per  cent.  p.  135. 

I  a  bill  pailed  for  regulating  perfons  employed  in  its  fervice,  p.  138. 

4  Z  a 


AN      ALPHABBTZCAL      AKD 


A.  9* 


1772  Eaft  India  Company f  a  bill  paflcd  to  rcftrain  them  from  appointing  faperviforfj  for  a  Ilmi 

timct  p.  159- 
^ .....^the  a&airs  of  it  recommended  to  Parliament,   in  the  fpeecb  from  the  Th^rone^. 


P-  ^Si 


SeleA  Committee^appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  it,  &c»  iHd, 


.~««.  the  affairs  of^  particularly  recommended  to  Parliament,  in  the  fpeech  ffom  th# 
Throne,  p.  163, 
i^yo  ■  a  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  for  taking  its  affairs  into  confideration ;   thcw 

firft  report,  ikidj 
—*—-——  difcuilions  in  Parliament  relative  to  them,  ihld* 

petition  Parliament  for  a  loan,  which  is  granted,  tHi. 

refolutions  in  Parliament  concerning  them,  p.  i(y^ 

contents  of  a  bill,  pafled  for  the  better  management  of  thtir  affaira  in  Indla^  as  welE 


»773 


1776 
1777 


»779 


1780 


1781 


1782 
^783 


1784 


as  in  Europe,  ibid> 

—  its  iituation  at  this^  time,  pt  iQ^t* 

■    ■  a  bill  pafled  for  fome  further  regulation  of  \t%  af&irs,  p.  207. 
— — —  their  conduft  on  Lord  Pigot*s  depofition  from  the  government  of  Madras,  p.  aoj*. 
■*    '  '■  fome  account  of  that  event,  ibid. 
i*——  a  bill  pafled  for  vefting  in  them  certain  territorial  acquifitions,  &c.  p.  262. 

give  a  bounty  for  raifing  men,  and  building  three  74  gun  (hips,  fbr  the  public 


fervice,  p.  259. 

— — — «  a  bill  pafled  for  continuing  the  pofl&ffion  of  its  territorial  acquifltions,.  &c,  &c  &q^ 


P-  323- 


iituation  ofit  at  this  time,  p.  295^ 

a  bill  paflcd  for  granting  them,  for  a  further  term,  the  exclufivc  trade  to  and'  froitt: 


tlie  Eaft  Indies,  p.  398. 

propofltions  concerning  it  offered  by  the  Minifter  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 


P-  363* 


— '-  the  ffate  of  it  at  this  time,  p.  s&J.. 

— —  fome  account  of  it  at  this  time,  p.  409^ 
■    '       its  treaty  with  the  Mahrattas,  p.  479^ 

' abftra£ls  of  two  bills  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Charles  Fbx^^ 

for  regulating  their  affairs  at  home  and  ibroad,  with  the  debates  in  Parliament  thereon^, 

B-  S07>  SP8»  &c. 

-»—  a  bill  pafled  to  indemnify  them  in  certain  cafes,  &c..  p*  538. 

Mr..  Pitt  bringa  in  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  their  affairs,,  p.  543,, 

— «—  abfl:ra£l  of  the  bill,  p.  543,  544. 

— «— -■  debates  on  it,  and  its  rejefiien,  p.  544,  54J. 

Mr.  Pitt  brings  in  another  bill  for  its  relief;  abftraff  of  it,  and  the  dfeBatcs  thcrc-^ 


upon,  carried  by  a  great  majority,  p.  563,  5(34,  Sec. 
*  further  time  allowed  them  to  fulfil  their  engagements  with  tlie  public,  p.  57 <• 

■  ■  — ■  a  bill  pafled  for  the  relief  thereof,  &c..  p.  577. 

•785 the  orders  of  the  Direftors  relative  to  the  4ebts  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  rejeftcAbT 


the  Board  of  Controu),  p.  596. 

motions  ia  both  Houfes,  on  thecondua  of  the  Board  of  Controul,.  ibid.. 


Eajt 


CHROMOLOOXCAL      IlfDECK. 


Jk9r 


1786  Eaji  India  Company^  a  bill  palled  fpr  the  regulation  of  it,  p.  629; 

"— ., the  fame,  refipefting  their  exclufivt  power  to  nominate  the  Governor-General  and 

Council  of  Fort  William,  &c.  ibid* 

a  bill  to  enable  it  to  raife  money  by  the  fale  of  annuities,  &c.  p.  630. 

.■      —  the  Committee  for  hearing  the  Bengal  petition,  againft  Mr.  Pitt's  bill,  difToIved, 


1787 


p.  647. 


Y788 


the  number  and  tonnage  of  its  fliips,  laden  in  China,  for  the  feafon,  1786-7,  p.  666w 

— •  the  Board  of  Controul  for  the  affairs  of  it,  arc-  veftcd,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  with 
certain  powers  relative  to  the  expence  of  railing  and  fending  troops  to  the  Eaft  Indies^ 
P-  675,  676. 

tefolutions  refpeAing  it  agreed  to  in  theHoufc  of  Commons,  p.  676, 


^785  Eaft  India  Dire^ors,  difference  between' them  and  the  Board  of  Controul  relative  to  the  debtf^ 

of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  p.  596* 
1480  Eajl  and  Weft  India  Fleets^  the  greater  part  of  them  taken,  p.  302;. 
■  obfervation  on  that  event,  ibid, 

T766  Eaft  India  Goads^  a  bill  palTed  for  regulating  the  duties  on  certain  kind^  of  tbcm^  when  ex«^ 

ported  from  Great  Britain,  p;  98. 
1781  — — —  the  quantity  of  them  imported  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain  in  this  year^ 


1782 
»783 


P-  39S- 


exported  from  Great  BHtain  to  Ireland' in  one  year,  p.  443. 
imported  into  Ireland,  p:  530. 


1777  EaJI India  ShipSy  a  bill  palRd  to-  prevent  the clandcfHne  unlhipplng  of  goodi  fromon  board . 

them,  p.  207. 

1781  Dutch,  fcveral  taken  by  Commodbce  Johnftone,  &c.  p.  369. 

1764  EaJi  India  Stock  fell  fourteen  per  cent,  on  account  of  unfavourable  news  from  the  Eafl  Indies^ 

P-44- 
i'773  the  number,  &c.  of  its  proprietors,  p.  166. — (Set  FundsJ^ 

1780  Eqfi  India  Trade^  »bill  palTed  to  fccurc  it  to  Britifh  fubjeds,  p.  323;,r 

1787  thcftateof  it,  p.  666;  • 

Ebonyt  a  bill  palled  relative  to  the  duties  on  it,  p;  6681 

1776  £A*<^  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  prohibiting  an  intercourfe  with  the  Americans,  p.  I9^r 

1778  Embargo  laid  on  French  Ihipping  in  the  Britifh  ports,  p.  226^ 
England^-— {Sec  Great  Britain  J 

ijTj  Engravers^  a  bill  paffed  to  fecure  their  property  in  the  engraving  branch,  p.  207, 

1778  Engravings,  copper  plate,  valtincreafe  in  the  trade  and  cxporUlion  of  them,  (appendix)  p,  69TU 

J 763  Europe^  brief  obfervations  on  the  ftate  of  it,  p.  29,. 

Euftatiai—'iSee  St*  Eujlatia), 
1764  Exchequer  Bills  \o  the  amount  of  a  million,  taken  by  the  Bank,  p.  52*. 
»772  Excife,  a  bill  palled  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  revenue  of  it,  p.  159. 
1-774  — ^  the  revenue  of  it  for  this  year,  p.  174, 
^785  — —  a  bill  paffed  to  transfer  certain  of  its  duties,  &q.  p.  605; 
1786  yExcife  andCuftomsy  a  bill  paffed  to  repeal  certain  duties  on  themj  &c.  p.  66'7.— (See  Cuftoms}^ 

Excife  and  Cuftom  Laws,  a  bill  paffed  to  continue  them  in  certain  cafes,  g.  630* 

Exgortsy^{Ste  Imports  J,. 

Z     ,  EaUlasu£j 


i 


AN      ALPHABETICAL      AND 

••  • 

A.    9. 

F. 

177 1  FalklantTs  IJlands^  an  account  of  them,  p.  143. 

—  explanation  with  the  Court  of  Spain  concerning  the.  right  to  the  pofledlon  of  them^ 
p.  144. 

his  Majefty's  declaration  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  concerning  the  condu£l  of 


Spain  relative  to  them,  ibid. 

— — —  given  up  by  Spain  to  Great  Britain,  ibti. 

the  account  of  them  by  Mr.  Thomas  Falkner,  an  Englifli  Jefuit,  contradids  the 


favourable  reprcfentation  given  by  Commodore  Byron,  p.  146. 

1785  Fees^  Perquijites^  ^c.  a  bill  pafled  to  examine  into  the  abufes  of,  and  to  regulate  fuch  as  arc 

received  in  certain  public  offices,  p.  605. 

iy86  . a  bill  pafled  for  a  further  examination  into  the  faid  abufes,  &c.  p.  630. 

1773  JFViw,  bills  pafled  for  draining  of  them,  p.  167. 
1764  Fires^  a  bill  pafled  for  the  prevention  of  them,  p.  49. 

— — an  account  of  Mr.  Hartley's  invention  for  prcferving  buildings  from  fire,  p.  194.*— (Sec 

Buildings), 
1775  Fi/h  Oilf  the  quantity  of  it  now  confumed  in  London,  p.  184. 

1780  Fi/i^  pickled,  the  quantity  exported  from  England  alone  in  this  year,  p.  321. 

1783  pickled,  the  quantity  exported  from  England  alone  during  three  years,  at  diftant  periods, 

p.  518- 

1786  Fijheries^  a  bill  pafled  for  the  more  cfFcftual  encouragement  of  them,  p.  630. 

■  —  the  fame  for  incorporating  the  Britifli  Society  for  extending  them,  &c.  ihid. 
1^87  —— a  bill  pafled  to  enforce  further  regulations,  &c.  p.  667. 

1784  Fijheries  of  Scotland^  a  bill  brought  into  Parliament  relative  to  them,  p.  567. 
of  Lough  Swilly, — (See  Lough  Swi/lyJ. 
(Sec  fVhale  Fijhery^  Newfoundland  Fijhtrjy  Herring  Fijherj^  Britijh  Fi/hery^  Pilghara 

Fijhery,  Irijh  Fijhery). 

1785  Flandersy  ftatc  of  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  with  that  country,  p.  637, 

1787  Flajks^  wine  and  oil,  a  bill  relative  to  the  duties  on  them,  p.  668. 

1764  Flax^  rough  and  undreflcd,  a  boanty  granted  on  the  importation  of  it  from  the  Britifli*  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  p.  50. 
jyyo  — —  a  fund  eflabliflied  for  the  encouragement  of  it,  p.  137. 

iy86  — —»a  bill  to  allow  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of  it  from  the  Britifli  American  Colonies, 
p.  630. 
.«.-.  a  bill  to  encourage  the  manufa£lure  of  it,  ibid. 
«*—  a  bill  to  encourage  the  growth  of  it,  ibid. 
1^87  -— —  an  account  of,  imported  to  feveral  towns  in  Great  Britain,  p.  657. 

the  quantity  of  it  imported  fromRuifia  to  feveral  principal  commercial  towns  in  England 

and  Ireland  in  this  year,  ibid. 

1 781  Flax  and  Flax  Seedy  allowed  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  p.  398. 
1770  Flax  Seedy  a  bounty  on  importing  it  into  Ireland,  p.  197. 

1781 the  value  of,  annually  imported  into  Ireland,  p»389. 

783  Flax  and  Cottony  a  bill  paflled  to  encourage  the  manufaftures  of  them,  p.  539, 
**85  Florence  fVincy  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  it  regulated,  &c.  p.  605. 
'  Flour ^ — (See  Corn  Grainy  lie.) 

France^ 


CHRONOLOGICAL      INDEX. 

A.  B. 

1765  France^  its  ordinance  relative  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  p.  71. 
1769  ——— its  Eaft  India  Company  become  bankrupts,  p.  128. 
•— —  its  commerce  greatly  didrefledy  p.  129. 

1773  —  the  number  of  pariflies,  and  calculation  of  births  in  that  kingdom,  p.  171. 

1777  —— temporizing  conduft  of  it,  p.  201. 

1778  -i- —  declaration  of,  to  the  Court  of  London,  acknowledging  the  independence  of  the  United 

States  of  America,  p.  222* 

—  liTues  an  order  to  feize  all  the  Britifli  Ihipping  in  its  ports,  p.  226* 

1779  — —  its  declaration  relative  to  the  navigation  of  neutral  veflels,  p.  256; 
— —  its  ordinance  in  favour  of  certain  diftrifts  of  Holland,  p.  258. 

—  —  projects  an  invafion  of  England,  ibid. 

endeavours  to  engage  Spain  to  join  in  the  war  againft  Great  Britain,  p.  247. 

■         conduft  of  Spain  thereupon,  ibid. 
1 783  — —  its  iituation  at  the  clofe  of  the  war,  p.  476. 

1785 a  decree  of  the  King  of,  concerning  the  importation  of  certain  foreign  goods,  &c.  p.  599I 

1788  —— the  deficiency  of  its  finances,  p.  689. 

the  commercial  treaty  with  it. — (See  Treaties). 

1779  France  and  Spain^  the  combined  fleets  of,  enter  the  Channel,  &c.  p.  259* 

1774  Frauds^  a  bill  paiTed  to  prevent  them  in  certain  manufaftures,  p.  i76« 
1763  French  Wines^  additional  duties  on  them,  p.  4. 

1778  Shippings  an  embargo  laid  on  it  in  the  Britifli  ports,  p,  226. 

lygy  Levant  Trade^  a  particular  account  of  it,  p.  657. 

1781  Frize^  the  quantity  of  it  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  393. 
* the  quantity  exported  from  Ireland  during  three  years,  p.  525. 

1779  Funds^  public,  a  table  of  the  variation  of  their  prices  for  this  year,  261* 
,y8o  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  319. 

1781  — —  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  397. 

1^82  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  458. 

1783  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  537. 

1^84 the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  575. 

1785  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  603. 

1786  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  629. 

1787 the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  668. 

1788 the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  694. 

1785  Fujiianif  certain  duties  are  laid  on  them,  p.  60  j* 

G. 

1768  Gage^  General,  arrives  in  America,  p.  ii8. 

1785  Gauzes,  filk,  bounty  regulated  by  law  on  the  exporta^on  of  them,  p.  605^ 

1780  Geary f  Admiral,  takes  twelve  fail  of  French  merchantmen,  p*  303*. 

1 78 1  GeHiva^  ftate  of  its  domeftic  troubles,  p.  387. 
1782 its  conftitution  fubverted,  p.  440^ 

— —  many  of  its  citizens  propofe  to  fix  their  refidence  in  Ireland,  pt  441. 
— —  refolution  of  the  I rifli  volunteers  in  favour  of  its  refugees,  ibidi 

1782  — ^  agents  from  thence  in  Ireland,  p.  5^3. 

1 785  Ginovefe,  the  commiffioners  fent  from  them  treated  with  great  refp^  in  Ireland,  pt  594; 

Genevifif 


XV     ALFHABBTICAI.      AKO 

3785  Genevefej  a  traft  of  land  granted  them  in  the  county  of  Watcrford,  p.  594. 

— ^  reafont  why  the  fcheme  of  their  colonizing  inlreland  proved  abortive,  ibid% 

— —  obfervations  thereon^  ibid. 
1787  Geneva^  foreign,  a  bill  relative  to  the  duties  on  it»  p.  668. 

1763  Georgia^  exports  of  it  during  one  year»  p.  8. 

1781  Germanjy  Emperor  of»  makes  Oftend  a  free  port,  p.  375. 

-  -  cftablilhes  regulations  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  Netherlands,  ibid* 
— ^ —  accedes  to  the  armed  neutrality,  ibid» 
1787  — — —  ilatc  of  the  trade  of  Great  Briuin  with  that  country,  p.  637.^ 

1780  Gibraltar^  ftate  of  it  at  this  time,  p.  302. 

1781  — ~-  the  efforts  of  Spain  againft  it  ineffeduai,  p.  366, 
— —  the  diflrefles  of  the  garrifon  defcribed,  ibid. 

— —  a  moft  gallant  fally  from  thence  defcribed,  p,  367. 

3782  the  grand  attack  of  this  fortrefs,  on  the  13th  of  September,  by  the  united  force  of  France 

'  and  Spain  defcribed,  p.  418. 
— —  relieved  by  a  fleet  under  the  command  of  Lord  Howe,  p.  419. 

1780  Glafs  Manufa^ure  of  Ireland,  obfervations  on  it,  p.  288. 

1781  Glafs  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  394. 

1782  export  of  it  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  443. 

I  ^8  J  ...-.  the  aver2^e  import  of  it  into  Ireland  for  three  years,  p.  528. 

lygy  -^ — imported,  a  bill  to  ^rant  certain  duties  on  it,  p.  668. — (Sec  Plate  Glafs  J 

1766  Gloves  and  Mitts^  a  bill  paffed  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  them,  p.  98, 

1775  Glover 9  Richard,  appears  as  agent  for  the  Weft  India  planters  and  merchants  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  p.  182* 
Gnat  Skins,  raw,  the  importation  of  them  allowed,  p.  x88. 
Goldy — (.SceCoinJf 

1767  Grainy  i^c.  orders  of  Council  relative  to  it,  p«  no. 
12^2  prices  of,  per  quarter,  at  Bear  Key,  p.  157. . 

«^ —  (Wheat,  Barley,  Oats,)  a  table  of  its  prices  for  fifteen  Aicceflive  years,  ibidm — (See  Corn^ 
IVheaU  ^c.J 

Creafe,— {See  Hog*s  Lard;  TalloUfJ. 
1781  Great  Britain^  {late  of  it,  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  p«  327. 

1*^83 its  iituation  at  the  ciofe  of  the  war,  p.  476, 

'2^87  —  '    ■■»■  its  trade  with  the  principal  countries  of  Europe,  p.  636. 

S771  Greenland  Fijhery,  the  number  of  fhips,  &c.  employed  by  the  Dutch  in  this  year,  p.  150, 

li..— the  bounty  on  the  tonnage  continued,  Hid. 

2^80                -  a  bill  palled  to  extend  it,  &c.  p.  323. 
1786 new  regulations  of  it,  p*  612. 

_ a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  it,  p.  630. 

2^87  — — — an  account  of  it,  p.  657. 

1764  Grenada^  Grenadines,  (sfc.  a  fale  of  lands  in  them  advertifed  by  royal  proclamation,  p.  46. 

1 780 A  bill  paffed  to  proteft  goods  the  growth  of  thofe  iflands  on  board  neutral  veflelsj 

&c  p.  323. 

j*iyQ ffland  of,  its  furrender  to  the  French,  p.  252. 

^^87  "  -       a  bill  to  allow  the  import^and  export  of  certain  goods  therein^  p.  668. 

GreuvilU^ 


ifr 


mm 


C  H  a  O  K  X)  L  O  G  1 1  A  £      I  K  O  8  ^^ 

A.   D. 

1765  Grenvillif  Mr.  George,  his  character  and  talents,  p.  62. 

1769  Guernfeyy  goods  permitted  to  be  exported  from  thence  to  Newfoundland,  p.  131- 

1765  Gum  Senegal^  and  Gum  Arabic^  a  bill  palTed  to  alter  the  duties,  &c.  on  thefe  articles,  p«  73* 

1774  ^^^  Senegal^  the  duties  on  the  exportation  of  it  reduced,  p.  176. 

Gunpowder^  Arms^  iic.  a  proclamation  iflued  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  them,  &c.  p.  175. 

H. 

84  Hare  Skins  and  Hare  fVoolf  the  exportation  of  them  prohibited,  p.  576. 

76  Harrifoni  Mr.  John,  the  inventor  of  the  celebrated  Time-keeper  for  difcovering  the  longi- 
tude, hi^  death,  p.  196. 

77  Hartley,  David,  Efq;  his  patent,  for  the  invention  of  iron  plates  to  prevent  fires,  enlarged,  p,  ^o^m 
86  Haftings,  Warren,  Efq;  charges  againft  him  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  p.  612. 
8^  charges  renewed  againft  him,  p.  647. 

his  impeachment  voted  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ibid. 
impeached  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  ibid. 
67  HatSi  anadditionalduty  on  theimportatioh  of  thofemadeofchip,  ftraw,  cane,  &c.  p*  109. 

81  — —  the  number  of  them  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  394. 

82  ■       number  of  them  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  443, 

83  — —  import  and  export  of  them  into  and  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  528. 

84  — .«-  the  export  of  them  in  this  year  from  Ireland  to  America,  p*  571. . 
77  Hat  Manufa^oryt  a  bill  pafled  to  eftablilh  regulations  in  it,  p.  207, 

85  Hay,  the  exportation  of  it  prohibited  for  a  certain  time,  p.  6o6« 

86  — -—  a  bill  to  limit  the  exportation  of  it,  p.  629. 

64  Hempy  a  bounty  granted  on  the  importation  of  it  and  undrefled- flax,  from  the  Britilh  Ame« 
rican  Colonies,  p*  50*  *  , 

67  — — -  premium  granted  for  the  encouragement  of  it,  p«  i  io» 
^o  — -»  a  fund  eftabliihed  for  the  encouragement  of  it,  p.  137. 
1^  ■         a  bounty  granted  for  the  importation  of  it  from  Ireland,  p.  261. 

86  —  a  bill  to  encourage  the  growth  of  it,  p«  630. 
— —  a  bill  to  allow  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of  it  from  the  BritilK  American  colonies,  ibid. 

87  — —  the  quantity  of  it  imported  to  feveral  principal  cpmmercial  towns  in  England,  p.  657. 
63  Hermoine,  Lay  a  Spanifh  fhip,  the  cargo  of  it,  when  condemned  as  a  prize,  p.  13, 

— — —  diftribution  of  the  net  proceeds  of  it,  p*  15* 

65  Herring  Fijhery,  a  bill  pafled  to  encourage  it,  p.  72. 

^2  — — *— —  a  bill  pafled  to  encourage  it  on  the  coafts  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  p.  159. 
^fj  -^..i....^  white,  a  bill  pafled  for  the  encouragement  of  it,  p.  261.  , 

83  Herrings,  the  quantity  exported  from  Ireland  to  the  Weft  Indies  in  this  year,  p,  524.— (Sec 

Fijhery,  Britijh  Fijhery^  iic.) 

69  Hides,  raw,  allowed  to  be  imported  from  Ireland  and  America,  p.  131. 

87  — —  raw,  a  bill  relative  to  the  importation  of  them  from  Ireland  and  Britifh  America,  p.  668. 

81  JHides,  raw,  and  Skins,  the  importation  of  them  allowed  from  Ireland  and  the  Britilh  Planta- 
tions in  America,  p.  398. 

68  Hilljborougb,  the  Earl  of,  appointed  the  firft  American  Secretary,  p.  117/ 
86  Hog^s  Lard  and  Greafe^  a  bill  to  difcontinue  the  duties  on  importing  them,  p.  630. 

Vol.  lY.  S  B  Holland, 
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A  K     ALPSABITtCAL     AKB 

X780  Holland,  a  private  treaty  formed  between  that  Republic  and  the  United  States  of  Americtf 

p.  304, 
lygx  -i-—  debates  in  Parliament  on  the  war  entered  into  againft  it,  p.  337. 

difcontcnts  there  on  account  of  the  loflcs  fuftaincd  by  the  war  with  Great  Britaiiit  p.  343. 
applies  to  feveral  northern  courts  for  afliflance,  p.  344. 
—  ftate  of  it  at  ihis  time,  p.  347. 

1782  a  fufpcnfion  of  hollilities  with  that  power,  propofed  by  the  Britifli  court,  and  refufed, 

p.  417. 

1783 fufpcnfion  of  hoflilitlcs,  &c.  between  that  Republic  and  Great  Briuin,  p»  475,. 

— — •  its  iituation  at  the  clofe  of  the  war,  p.  476. 
1787  — —  the  ftate  of  its  trade  with  Great  Britain,  p.  637. 

■  {Set  Dutch f  Slates  General) 9 

1774  Hops,  the  amount  of  the  duty  on  them  this  year,  p.  174, 

1776  the  amount  of  this  year's  duty  on  them,  p.  197. 

1780  — —  new  regulation  on  the  exportation  of  them  into  Ireland,  p.  323. 

1786 a  bill  to  regulate  the  exportation  of,  p.  629. 

1780  Hope,  Thomas,  Efq;  the  death  and  charafter  of  that  eminent  merchant,- p.  322* 

1773  Horfesj  the  number  of  them  exported  daring  a  certain  period,  p.  166. 

1770  Houfe  of  Commons,  order  of,  for  the  redemption  of  certain  annuities,  p,  135. 

1766  Houfesy  fVindowsj  isfc.  the  duties  on  them  extended,  p.  98,  ; 
1776 a  method  of  prefervinsj  them  from  fire,  by  David  Hartley,  Efq;  p.  1941 

1778  a  duty  impofed  on  them,  p.  237, 

ijjg  ^ empty  ones,  the  number  of  them  in  the  city  of  London  at  this  time,  p.  26o» 

i^gi  — ^i.  the  number  of  them  in  certain  principal  towns,  p.  388* 

1*^84 the  number  of  them  in  Great  Britain  and  Wales,  p.  551. 

inhabited,  feveral  duties  thereon  repealed,  p.  577. —  [Stt  Buildings). 

1776  Howe,  Lord  Vifcount  and  General,  appointed  commiiBoners  to  reftore  peace,  &c.in  America, 

P'  192. 
1782  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  feveral  oftheir  fettlcments,  &c.  deftroyed  by  a  French  fquadron,  p»4ia. 

1767  HuU^  the  river,  a  bill  paifed  to  improve  its  navigation  in  Yorkfliire^  p.  109. 
1780  Hurricane,  a  moft  dreadful  one  in  the  Weft  Indies,  p.  336, 

I. 

1774  Jamaica,  certain  free  ports  eftablifhed  there,  p.  176, 
j^^g  — —  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  fleet  from  thence,  p.  259. 

1^80 the  planters  and  merchants  intercfted  in  that  ifland,  petition  Parliament  for  its  prote&ioiv 

p.  290^ 

17?! feveral  laws  for  the  efiablifhing  free  ports  in  that  ifland  continued,  p.  398. 

lySy a  bill  to  allow  the  import  and  export  of  certain  goods  therein,  p.  668. 

X781  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes,  an  account  of  the  ioiles  fuftaincd  by  them  from  the  hurricane,  p.  337^ 
1765  Janfen,  Sir  Stephen  Theodore,  his  char^der^  p.  69. 

3769  Jerfcyand  Guernfey,  goods  permitted  to  be  exported  from  thence  to  Newfoundland,  p.  131^ 
'779  J^lf^y^  ^^^  ^^»  *  fruitlcfs  attempt  to  feize  it  by  the  French,  p.  251* 

i^^i attacked  by  the  French,  p.  328. 

—•— prefer ved  by  tlie  gallant  conduct  of  Major  Pierfon,  p.  329* 

Imports 
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CHRONOLOOrCAL      XNDEX; 

1763  Imports  and  Experts  into  and  from  Great  Britain,  tables  of  them  every  fifth  year,  from  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  prefent  century  to  this  year,  with  the  names  of  the  places,  &c.  haying  cooa* 
mercial  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  from  p.  30  to  44* 

I JS4.  — — — ——  table  of  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  59. 

1765  — —  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  82. 
iy66  — —  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  104. 

iy6y  ^ the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  115. 

j^6g  -  ■     ■- —  the  fame  £>r  this  year,  p.  126* 

1769  — *— -^— —  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  134. 
lyyo  ■  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  I42» 
lyyi  the  lame  for  this  year,  p.  154. 
i>j*f2  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  162. 
i>j*j^  ■   ■       ■■    ■  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  170. 

xy8a  —  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  457. 

J  ^83     — -^—  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  535. 
1^84  ...........^  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  579. 

1^85 the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  604. 

1^24 the  amount  of  the  duties  on  them  at  the  Cuftom-boufe  in  Dublin,  for  one  year, 

1^82   ■  table  of  them  into  and  from  Scotland,  for  two  years,  diftinguilhing  each  year  an4 

place,  p.  456. 
1^83  between  England  and  Ireland,  p*  53if  &c. 

■  ■  between  Scotland  and  Ireland,  p.  533,  &c« 
j^8  ■■■  annual  totals  of  them  from  1700  to  the  year  1787,  p.  692,  693. 

1766  Indemnity  J  an  aft  of,  pafled  in  favour  of  fuch  as  had  incurred  penalties  on  account  of  the  Stamp 

Aa,  p.  86. 
1774  Indian  Corn^  the  importation  of  allowed,  p.  i*i^^'^{%ttCorn). 

1770  Indigo^  an  aft  continued  for  encouraging  the  culture  of  it  in  the  Britifh  Plantations,  p.  137. 

1781  — —  the  quantity  of  it  imported  from  the  Eaft  Indies  in  this  year,  p«  395, 

1782  — — -  the  quantity  of  it  imported  into  England  from  India,  p.  441* 
annually  exported  from  America  on  an  average  of  three  years,  ibid. 
table  of  the  quantity  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  for  twodifiinft 

years,  with  the  names  of  the  places  from  whence  and  to  which  fuch  imports  and  exports 
were  made,  p,  449. 
the  quantity  of  it  imported  into  and  exported  from  England,  for  ten  years,  p.  454. 
ditto  into  and  from  Scotland,  p.  455. 
1778  Inland  Bills  ofExchange^  tsfc.  a  ftamp  duty  charged  upon  them,  p.  459. 
1772  Infohent  Debtors f  a  bill  pafled  to  render  the  payment  of  their  creditors  more  equal,  &c.  im 
Scotland,  p.  159. 

1786  — a  bill  pafled  for  the  relief  of  them  in  certain  cafes,  p.  629. 

1787  Infolvency^  a  bill  of,  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  p.  645, 
— —  bill  thrown  out,  p.  646. 

1774  Infurances  on  Lives^  abillpailed  for  the  better  regulation  of  them,  p.  176. ' 
1782  Infurance  of  Ships ^  the  fiateof  itat  this  time,  p.  441. 

Infurances  againft  lofs  by  fire,  a  duty  charged  on  them,  p.  459. 

5  B  2  Infurances^ 


/ 
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AM     AI.FHABSTICAI.     AND 

1785  Imfitnm€ieff  ftbiOiMdUfiKfegobdngfiicbas  iienade  onfliipt,  gooii,  fcc  p.  605. 

Imvenii0msf  tikrhaniml^  fmcai  nfcfU  onct,  (Appendix)  p«  707,  &c. 
1765  Jourmymenf  a  bill  pafled  to  pneirciic  combinations  among  tbem,  p.  72. 
1^66  ■  ■  and  Jpfreniicaj  a  bill  paflcd  for  the  better  regulation  of  theoi«  P-  ^-         • 

1^68     ■    ■  Taylor h  new  r^;iilations  for  tbem  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  p.  122* 

1763  Ireland^  films  granted  by  tbeHoofe  of  Commons  of  that  kingdom  for  promoting  its  txade» 

nofaAores  and  commerce,  p.  lo. 
1772  «— —  a  bill  paflcd  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  trade  between  that  country  and  Great  Bntain,  pu  159. 
1^1%  — .^  a  committee  of  the  whok  Honfe  of  Commons  to  confider  of  the  trade  <rf'it,  p.  224. 

— —  condoA  and  debates  of  Parliament  on  the  fafajeft  of  it^  p.  224*  &c. 
1^1^  .....  fnffers  from  the  American  war,  p.  242,  243. 

difpofition  of  the  Engliih  Parliament  to  afford  relief  to  its  trade,  ibid. 
obienrations  on  the  ftate  of  its  trade,  and  the  cffeft  of  it  on  die  fitter  kingdom,  p.  744,  245. 
the  bofineis  of  relieving  it  taken  np  in  the  Hdbfe  of  Lords,  bar  put  off  to  anodier  ieSEaia^ 
p.  245.  . 

non-importation  refolotions  agreed  t<»in  Dublin,  p.  246. 
ditto  at  Waterford,  ibid. 
ieriotts  comphiinu  from  thence,  p.  252,  253. 
-»«—  military  aflbciations  take  place  there,  p.  254. 

the  Britilh  Mutiny  ftill  denied  to  have  any  validity  there,  ibid. 
a  free  commerce  the  objeft  of  that  kingdom,  p.  255. 
the  relief  of  it  recommended  in  tbefpeechfrom  the  throne,  ibid. 
conduct  of  the  Britifh  Government  with  lefpeA  to  it,  ibid. 
a  bill  paflTed  to  grant  a  free  trade,  &c.  to  it,  p.  262. 
1780  — —  a  bill  pafled  to  allow  a  free  trade  between  that  kingdom  and  the  Britilh  Colonic^,  p.  285. 
obfervations  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  it,  p.  286,  287. 
new  regulations  for  the  importation  of  Britifh  coin  into  that  klngdopi,  p«  323. 
ditto  on  the  importation  of  hops,  ibid. 

goods  from  the  Levant  Seas  allowed  to  be  imported  to  or  exported  from  that  kingdom,  ib. 
,ygi  .....  the  value  and  ftate  of  its  imports  from  Great  Britain  in  this  year^  p.  394. 

— -^  the  fpirit  of  the  people  at  this  period,  p.  385. 
i'j%x  -^—  the  new  miniftry  very  fiivourable  to  it,  p.  406. 

refoltitiont  of  the  volunteers  at  Dungannon,  iUd. 
meflage  from  his  Majefty  to  Parliament  on  the  fubje£tjof  it,  p.  407. 
a  declaration  of  rights,  moved  by  Mr,  Grattan,  in  the  form  of  an  addrefs  to  the  King, 
and  carried,  p.  408. 
the  Parliament  of,  vote  Mr,  Grattan  50,0001.  for  his  public  fcrvices,  ibid. 
the  Briirfli  Parliament  renounces  its  right  to  legiflate  in  that  kingdom,  &c.  p.  409. 
the  Houfc  of  Commons  of,  vote  ioo,oooL  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  to,ooo  Irifhfeamen 
for  the  fcrvicc  of  the  navy,  ibid* 

the  quantity  of  Afiatic  produce,  &c.  imported  there  from  Great  Britain  in  this  year, 
p.  443.  ■ 

,^gj  .....  the  increafeof  its  herring  fifliery  fiated,  p.  524. 

1 784 abftraft  of  the  hereditary  revenue  and  additional  duties  of  that  kingdom,  for  one  year,  &c. 

^,  ^j2,'^{Scc  Linenp  ProviJsonSf  tsfcj 
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C  BUO  N  OLO  O  I  C  A  L      INDEX. 


A.  •• 


V   , 


1785  Ireland^  certain  refolutions  paded  by  the  Houfeof  Ckxnmomofy  p.  58O1  &c. 
Irtfi  Propofitipm^  debates  on  them  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland*  p*  591  • 
— i-*-— *—  biil»  founded  on  them,  brooght  into  the  HouTe  of  Commons  of  lEcIand,  p»  59^* 
....^...^  conduA  of  the  Irilh  Minifter  thereon,  p.  594. 
.    ;  an  account  of  them,  p.  580. 

— -^ debat^  in  the  Britifli  Parliament,  ,p.  5829  563. 

■    '    '—'"^  report  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  them,  p,  584.» 

.......1. —  oppofition  of  the  Britiih  merdian);s  and  manufacturers  to  Aem,  p.  586* 

—     ■         petitions  againft  them,  p.  587. 

i———«- as  altered  and  enlarged  by  the  Britifh  Parliament,  p*587,  5B& 

— arguments  for  and  againft  them,  p-  591* 

..... a  bill,  founded  on  them^  brought  into  the  Britiih  Houfe  of  Commoiif  9  p.  593; 

1784  Irt/h  Ftjhery^  account  of  it  in  this  year,  p.  571  — (See£*«;A  SwiUy^  HernrngFyhtty^y^J 
1769  Iron^  certain  drawbacks  on  the  exportatton  of  difcontinued^  ps  131. 

J  ^3 1  an  account  of  its  importation  from  Ruiliaand  Sweden,  p.  395. 

importation  of  it  into  Ireland  on  two  aveifges  of  three  years,  p.  527. 

import  of  it  from  Peterfburg  alone  into  Ireland  in  this  year,  p*  57  u 

an  account  of  it  imported  to  feveral  towns  in  Great  Britain,  p.  657. 

and  Iron  fVare^  the  amount  of  their  exportation  this  y^r  from  Ireland,  p.  393, 

— — ■ —  export  of  it  from  Ireland  in  this  year>  p.  443« 

exports  of  them  into  Ireland  on  two  averages  of  three  years,  p*  527, 


1783 
1784 
1787 
1781 
1782 

1783 

1787  Iron  and  Steel  Mantffa^oriesf  abill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  tools  and  utenfils,  &c«  ufed  in 

them,  p.  668. 

1764  I/le  ofMan^  an  order  of  Council  to  prevent  fmuggling  on  the  coaiUof  it,  p.  48. 

1765 


1767 
1771 
1772 
1780 


the  fovereignty  of  it  annexed' by  purchafe  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  p.  7a 

abftraft  of  the  aft  of  Parliament  palled  for  annexing  it  to  the  crown,  ibid. 

a  bill  pafled  for  regulating  the  manufaftures  there,  p^  109. 

a  bill  pafled  for  preferving  its  harbours,  p.  150, 

a  bill  pailed  to  encourage  the  herring  fi(hery  on  its  coafis,  p.  ^^^ 

a  bill  pailed  for  regulating  its  trade,  &c.  p.  323. 


1 78 1  KmpinfelU  Admiral,  takes  a  coniiderable  part  of  a  valuable  French  convoy,  p.  385;. 

1766  Knitted  Siockingi^  a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  marking  of  them,  p.  98. 
2768  Koningsiergj  the  number  of  vellels  which  arrived  iii  this  year,  p.  122. 

1779  Lace  ManufaHory^  the  wages  of  its  workmen  regulated,  p.  262*. 

1767  Land  Tax  reduced  to  three  ihillings  in  the  pound,  p.  109. 
1771  — — —  raifedto  four  ihilling3  in  the  pound,  p.  152. 

1764  Lands^  fale  of,  in  Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  Dominica,  St..  VincentandTobago^advortifed  by 
royal  proclamation,  p.  46,  ^  . 

-— —  conditions  of  the  fale,  Hid. 
I  ^83  — —  amount  of  them  in  England,  p*  52 1 . 
in  ecdeiiaftical  preferment,  p.  522. 

Land 


AK      ALPHABSTICAL      AVD 


A.  »• 


1763  Land  Carriage  Fljhery^  the  ftate  of  it,  p.  I2. 

— __-«— ..-.^  oppofition  made  to  it,  &c.  p.  13, 
1783  Laftagi  and  Ballajiage  of  the  river  Thames,  feveral  afts  for  the  regulation  of  it  continued,  p.  537;. 
1780  Ztfirr^fjfi,  Henry,  appointed  ambaflador  from  the  American  Congrcfs  to  the  Sutcs  GeiKial« 

P-  305- 
■  ■'■  ■"  taken,  with  all  his  papers,,  by  Obtain  Keppel  of  the  Veftal  frigate^  ibidm 

— •—  committed  to  the  Tower,  ihid* 

1764  Laws  enafted  in  this  year  relative  to  trade  and  commerce,'  p«  49. 

176s 
1766 

1767 
1768 

1769 

1770 
1771 
177a 

1773 
1774 

1775 
1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 
1780 


the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  72, 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p«  97. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  109. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  122. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  131. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  i37« 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  150. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  159. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  167. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  176. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  187. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  197. 

the  fiime  in  this  year,  p.  207. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  237. 

the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  261. 

the  fanie  in  this  year,  p.  323* 

1 78 1 •  the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  397* 

1^82  ^e  fame  in  this  year,  p.  458. 

lygj  — —  the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  537. 
1784  _—  the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  575. 
I  ^^85  ^— -  the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  605. 
1^86  — —  the  fame  in  this  year,  p.  629. 
I  ^87  — -^  the  fame  in  this  year,  p«  667. 

1766  Leather i  a  bill  paifed  to  encourage  the  manufafturt  of  it,  p.  98. 

1^84  — —  a  biiipafled  to  continue  certain  ads  for  the  encouragement  of  its  manu&Auie  in  Enghod 
and  Scotland,  p.  576* 

1779  Lee^  river,  a  bill  palled  for  the  prefervation  of  it,  p.  262.   « 

1764  Letter  St  abftraft  of  the  aft  for  preventing  abufes  of  the  privilege  of  franking  them,  &c,  p.  51, 
— —  average  annual  amount  of  the  poftage  of  fuch  as  are  franked,  ibid. 
— — ^  new  regulations  in  the  ppftage  of  them,  ibid^ 

1 7^5  — ~p  abftraft  of  an  aft  for  regulating  the  poftage  of  them,  p*  72* 

J  7 84  -* — additional  rates  granted  on  the  conveyance  of  them,  and  certain  regulations  to  prevent 
frauds  and  abufes  in  fending  and  receiving  them  free  of  poftage,  p,  577. 

1^87  a  bill  to  cftabiilh  the  conveyance  of  them  between  Milford  Haven  and  Waterford,  p.  667. 

(See  Poftage,  Poft  Office j  iic.) 

1777  Letters  •/Marque,  granted  againft  the  rebellious  .colonies,  p.  207. 

1780  Levant  Seas,  goods  from  thence  allowed  to  be  imported  into  or  exported  from  Ireland,  p,  323^ 

Levam 


'CHaolCOLOOXCAL     XNSIX. 

178Z  Levant  andMedhirranean  Seas^  tbe  importation  of  goods  from  certain  towns  on  their  eoafti  »1« 

lowed*  p.  398. 
jySy Trade^  French,  ^  particular  account  of  it,  p.  657. 

1775  Lexington,  engagement  at,  p.  184, 

1776  Light  Houfa,  a  bill  pafled  for  ercfting  them  in  the  port  of  Cheftcr,  p.  197^ 

1766  Linen^  Ruflia,  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  it  regulated,  p.  97.     '-         / 

1767  — —  foreign,  certain  duties  granted  on  it,  p.  109. 

ijjo Britiih  and  Irifh,  the  bounty  on  exporting  them  continued,  p.  137* 

— -  foreign,  additional  duties  granted  on  the  importation  of  them,  ilfid. 
177 1  — —  the  quantity  of  it  exported  from  Ireland  for  feventy  ycars,^  p.  147. 
thecxpoJtsofitdecreafe,  ihid. 

Britifii  and  Irifh,  the  quantity  of  both  exported  from  England  from  the  commencement 
of  the  bounty  to  this  year  incluiive,  p.  148, 
accounts  of  the  quantity  ftamped  in  Scotland  at  certain  periods,  ibid. 
foreign,  the  quantity  imported  into  England  from  1762  to  I77i>  with  the  duties  paid 
thereon,  p.  149. 
1774  —  ftate  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  it  at  different  periods,  p.  174. 

■  its  trade  decreafed  in  Ireland,  ibid* 

I  j8o  -—  the  quantity  of  it  exported  from  Ireland  to  Spain  and  Portugal  in  this  year,  p.  '322.^ 

— -  Irifh  and  Britifh,  various  accounts  of  the  imports  and  exports  into  and  from  Great  Bri* 
tain,  as  fiated  in  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  p.  390.  391, 

1 78 1  — «—  the  quantity  of  it  exported  from  Ireland^  foreign  countries  and  the  colonies  for  one  year^ 

P-393- 
checked,  the  annual  exportation  of  it  from  London  and  the  out-ports,  ibitU 

prohibited  by  Portugal  to  be  imported  from  Ireland,  p.  394. 

ftate  of  its  manufa£ture  and  trade  in  Portugal,  ibid 

1782  — —  the  quantity  of  it  exported  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  in  one  year,  p.  442.. 

—  quantity  of  it  exported  to  every  other  country^  ibid. 

1783  -—  the  quantity  and  value  of  it  exported  in  this  year  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,  p»  524* 
ditto  to  every  other  country,  ibid* 

the  (late  of  its  trade  between  Scotland  and  Ireland,  p.  534*    ^ 
Britifh  and  Irifh,  bounties  granted  thereon,  p.  538. 

1784  ■         printed,  painted,  ftained,  &c.  additional  duties  laid  on  them,  &c.  p.  576. 

■  quantity  of  it  imported  in  this  year  to  England,  p«  57 1* 

1785  —  printed,  a  bill  palled  relative  to  the  duties  on  them,  p.  605* 

1787  — —  Jrifh  and  Britifh,  a  bill  to  grant  a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  certain  of  them,  p.  668» 

——  a  bill  to  encourage  the  art  of  defigning  and  printing  them,  p.  668. 
1763  Ltnen  Cloth  ftamped  in  Scotland  for  fale  during  certain  periods,  p.  lo. 
1 77 1  Linen  Tarn^  th^  quantity  of  it  exported  from  Ireland  for  feventy  years,  p.  147. 
■  ■      exports  of  it  dccrcafc,  ibid. 

—  the  quantity  of  it  exported  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  in  this  year,  p.  393. 

1774  Linen  Manufa^ory^  the  ftate  of  it  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  p.  lyj* 

decrcafe  of  it  in  Scotland,  ibid,- 

ly^Q  — — _  a  bill  pafTed  to  encourage  it  in  Ireland,  p.  261. 
1780  Linen  Manufa^ure  of  Irehnd,  obfervations  on  it,  p.  287- 

*  Lijbon, 


\ ' 


AN      A  L  P  H  A  B*B  T  I  C  A  L      AND 

A.  D. 

1787  Lifion^^  tbc  fhipping  which  arrived  there  In  this  yeaf,  p.  6^6^  n 

1788  the  number  of  vcflcls  which  arrived  there  in  this  year,  p.  692. 

1766  Liverpool,  the  number  of  (hips  which  were  entered  inwards  and  cleared  outwards  there  in  this 
year>  p.  97. 

■  a  bill  pailcd  to  regulate  pilots  in  that  port,  ibid. 

1764  Logwoody  a  temporary  interruption  to  our  cutters  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  p.  47* 

■  conduft  of  the  Court  of  Spain  on  rcprefentotions  being  made  by  the  £riti(h  Minifter  on 
the  fubje£ty  ihid. 

1766  London^  a  bill  pafled  for  the  improvement  of  tillage 'n  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  p.  97. 
1 787  ——  Britifh  and  Irifh  manufa&ures  and  produce  entered  outward  from  thence,  for  one  week» 
&c.  p.  654. 
—— French  manufaftures  and  produce  entered  inwards  during  the  fame  period,  /^/V.— '(See 
,     Bills  of  MortaKtyy  Population,  l^c.) 

1765  Zo«^//«rf^,  the  Board  of  it  give  loool.  to  Mr.  Witchel  for  the  invention  of  a  marine  table,  p.  71; 
^765 a  bill  pafled  for  encouraging  the  difcovery  of  it,  p.  72. 

1770  —  the  feveral  a£l$  explained  and  amended  for  rewarding  the  difcovery  of  it,  p.  138. 
1780 a  bill  pafled  to  grant  rewards  for  the  difcovery  of  it,  p.  323* 

1 78 1  reward  continued  for  the  difcovery  of  it,  p.  398* 

1778  Lotteries,  abftraA  of  an  aft  for  regulating  them,  p*  237* 

1779  — -*«--' the  keepers  of  the  offices  regulated,  p.  261. 
1787  a  bill  palled  againft  unlawful  ones,  p.  667. 

1782  Zor/rry  Q^r^f,  a  bill  pafled  to  regulate  the  keepers  of  them,  and  the  fale  of  tickets,  p.  459* 

1780  Lough  Swilfy,  an  account  of  its  fifliery  during  this  year,  p*  321. 
1 78 1 ^  the  ftate  ofitsiifliery  inthis  year,  p,  394. 

1784  Low  ffines  and  Spirits  for  home  confumption,  the  duties  upon  them  difcontinued  for  a  limited 

time,  p.  577. 
1784.  Lumber^  current  prices  of  it  in  Jamaica  a):  this  time,  and  the  preceding  year,  p*  555. 
— —  average  prices  of  it  ten  years  previous  to  the  war,  p.  577. 
*—— prices  of  it  at  Philadelphia,  &c.  p.  557,  fcc, 

great  quantities  may  foon  be  had  from  Nova  Scotia,  p«  559* 
further  information  pn  the  fuhjeA  of  it,  ibid. 

M. 
Machines ^  for  the  {locking  and  woollen  manufaftures,  &c,  invented,  (Appendix)  p.  707,  Sec 

Machine,  Arkwright*8,  fome  account  of,  (Appendix)  ibid* 
1765  Madder y  a  bill  pafled  to  encourage  the  growth  of  it  in  Great  Britaini  p*  72. 
1777  ^a«/rtf J,  a  revolution  in  that  fettlement,  p.  202, 
1787  Malaga,  the  fhipping  which  arrived  therein  this  year,  p.  656. 
1768  Malt,  certain  quantities  of  it  in  his  Majefty's  warehoufes  exported,  p.  i22« 
1770  -^-«— the  further  exportation  of  it  allowed,  p,  137. 

Manchefter,  (See  Cotton,  Linen,  lie.) 
1780  Memifejh  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  againft  the  Dutch,  p»3i3« 

obfervations  refulting  from  it,  p.  315. 

1786  Maniftjis,  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  them,  p.  630. 

1774  Manufa^ures,  a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  frauds  in  certain  of  them,  p.  176. 

JJ83  ■  ■  ■■  -■—  the  annual  produce  of  the  principal  ones  fpecified,  p.  522. 

S  Manufaaurtt 


CHRONOLOGICAL      INDEX. 

A.  D. 

1787  ManufaRufis  and  Produce^  Britifh  aind  Irilh,  entered  outwards  at  the  port  of  London  for  Franes 
for  one  week,  &c.  p.  654. 

— ~ — French,  imported  at  the  port  of  London  during  the  fame  period,  ibzd» 

-     ■■      ■■   ■■'—  of  the  European  dominions  of  France^  a  bill  paffcd  to  permit  the  im- 
portation of  them,  p.  668. 
1785  Manufailurersy  a  bill  paiTedto  prevent  the  fedu6tion  of  them  into  foreign  countries,  p,  6o6. 

1787  — — Chamber  of,  its  petition  to  Parliament,, p,  632. 

1763  Marine  SocUty^  patriotic  conduft  of  it,  p.  9. 

1774  MaJfachufeCs  Bay^  the  province  of,  a  bill  pafled  for  fupprefling  tumults  there,  p.  172. 

— its  fpirit  of  refiftance  to  Government  ilated  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne, 

P-  179- 
'775  — — — — — —  the  laws  made  relative  to  it  ineffeflual,  ibid. — (See  America). 

•^783  Matthews^  General,  his  expedition  into  the  Canaree  Country^,  an  account  of  it,  p.  482,  &c. 

Meat^  (See  Butcher^ s  Afeat^  ProviJtBnSy  lie). 

Mechanical  Inventions^  an  account  of  feveral,  (Appendix)  p.  707, 

1783  Aledicines^  (lamp  duties  granted  on  them,  p.  540. 

1765  Mediterranean  Trade^  proclamation  relative  to  pafles  ufed  tlierein,  p.  70. 

1784 — ^ Seasy  the  duty  of  one  per  cent,  on  goods  imported  from  thence  in  unqualiiSed 

fhips,  difcontinued,  p.  576. 

1782  Melaffii^  the  quantity  of,  imported  into  and  exported  from  England  for  ten  years,  p.  452, 

— =—  into  and  from  Scotland,  p,  455 

1777  iW^mor/fl/of  Sir  Jofeph  Yorketo  the  States  General  relative  to  the  illicit  commerce  at  St.  Eu- 

ftatius,  and  the  anfwer,  p  204,  205. 

1780  — prefcnlcd  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  to  the  States  General,  on  their  conduft  to  Great  Britain, 

p.  268. 

— ■'  ■   '"  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  to  the  States  General,  on  the  fecret  treaty  of  amity  and 

commerce,  between  their  Republic  and  America,  p.  312* 

a  fecond  prefented  on  the  fame  fubje£l,  p.  313. 


1781  — — —  of  the  merchants  of  St.  Chriftophcr's,  &c.  to  Sir  George  Rodney  and  General  Vaughan, 
relative  to  their  property  in  St.  Euftatius,  p.  330. 

— the  anfwers  of  the  Britifti  commanders  thereto,  p.  331. 

1785  — prefented  to  the  States  General  by  Sir  James  Harris,  &c.  p.  600. 

1778  il/frfAfl»f  J,  certain  of  their  loflcs  ftated,  &c.  p.  223. 

1787  Methuen  Treaty  not  affeSed  by  the  treaty  with  France,  p.  635. 

Milford  Haveny  a  bill  to  eftablifli  packets  between  that  place  and  Waterford  in  Ireland,  p.  667. 
1770  Mncheadf  a  bill  palled  for  continuing  the  powers  to  keep  it  in  repair,  p.  137. 
1 78 1  Minorca^  attacked  by  the  French  and  Spaniards,  p.  369. 

1782 furrendered,  Feb.  5,  p.  414. 

1778  Mint,  the  quantity  of  gold  coin  brought  into  it  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  thefevertl 
proclamations,  p.  236.— (See  Coin). 

Money y^- [Sec  Coin) 

Montferrat^ — (See  St.  ChriJiopherU). 
1769  Moorings^  a  bill  pafled  for  the  prefervation  of  them  in  harbours,  p.  131. 
1775  Moroccoj  Emperor  of,  ftateof  his  navy,  p.  187. 

Mortality  y  annual  bills  of,— (See  BHls  of  Mortality). 
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As   t>. 


1768  Mourmnrs,  public,  rcdaccd  to  one  half  their  uAial  time,  p.  120. 

1774  Mujlinu  the  qaantity  imported  into  Dublin  in  this  year,  p.  174. 

1 78  J  — — .  the  quantity  of  them  imported  into  Ireland  on  two  averages  of  three  years,   p.  526. 


certain  duties  are  laid  on  them,  p.  605. 


,785 : 

1787  Mujlln  and  Calico  Manuf azures  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Eaft  India  Company,  the  compctitica 

between  them  fiated  at  large,  p.  654,  &c. 
1782  MufquUo  Shore f  fucccflcs  of  the  Englifh  there,  p.  418. 

N. 

1785  Nabob  of  Arcot^  the  ftatc  of  his  debts  referred  by  Parliament  to  the  DireAors  of  the  Eaft 

Company,  p.  594*""  (See  Arcot^  Eaji  India  Company  J  • 
1775  Nantucket^  an  account  of  its  fifliery,  p.  182. 
1763  National  Debt 9  an  account  of  it  to  the  5th  pf  January,  &c.  p.  26. 


1764 
1766 

i;68 

s 

1786 


— — —  the  fame  for  this  year,  p.  58. 
•    —  the  fame  for  this  year,,  p.  I02« 
■  the  (ame  for  this  year,  p.  124. 
■  an  account  of  it  by  Dr.  Price  from  1739  to  1775,  P*  ^9^* 

I  a  bill  paflcd  for  the  reduftion  of  it,  p.  629. 

'  an  account  of  it  to  the  5th  of  January  p.  63  !• — (See  JVays  and  Means). 

Naval  Stores^  a  bill  to  regulate  the  importation  of  them  from  the  Britifli  colonies  in  America 

p.  630. 
Navigation  Laws^  new  regulations  of  them,  p.  609. 

— — a  bill  paffcd  for  the  increafc  of,  p.  630. — (Sec  Shippings  Captain  Cooi^  iic.J 

781  Navy^  a  comparative  view  of  that  of  Great  Britain  with  thc.other  powers  of  Europe,  p.  328. 

785  Navy  BillSf  btc.  funded,  p.  605. 

781  Necker^  Moniieur,  an  account  of  his  treatife  on  the  French  finances,  p.  386. 

NegapatnamXaktn  by  Sir  Edward  Haghes  and  General  Munro,  p.  409, 
769  Negro  Slaves^  the  number  of  them  purchafed  this  year  by  the  European  nationsi  p.  i3o« 
773  Negroes^  certain  duties  laid  on  them,  p.  169. — (See  SlavesJ. 
Nevis f — (See  St.  ChriJopher'sJ. 
Neutralityf"^(See  Armed  Neutrality). 
768  NewcaJlUf  the  number  of  Ihips  cleared  from  tlicncc  during  this  year,  p.  121, 

769 
7)0 

771 

77a 

773 
774 

77S 
776 

778 

779 
780 


the  fame  this  ycar^  p.  130. 
the  fame  this  year,  p.  136. 
the  fame  this  year,  p.  150. 


>— -  the  fame  this  year,  p.  158* 

—  the  fgme  this  year,  p.  167* 

—  the  fame  this  year,  p.  175. 

—  the  fame  this  year,  p.  187* 

—  the  fame  this  year,  p.  197. 

—  the  fame  this  year,  p.  231. 

—  the  fame  this  year,  p.  259* 

—  the  fame  this  year,  p.  321. — (See  Coaly  t^c.  Ships* 


775  New  England  Finery ^  an  account  of  it/p.  181. 


^^wfoundland^ 


d^rt  R  O  K  O  LO  <5  I  C  A  L      I  K  t)  E  X* 

J  765  Kewfoundland^  the  French  attempt  to  encroach  on  our  fifhery,  but  arc  prevented  by  Admiral 
Pallifer,  p.  71.  - 

1^69  -— goods  permitted  to  be  imported  there  from  Guernfey  and  Jcrfcy,  p.  1 31*  • 

1774 the  exportation  to  it  of  bifcuit  and  peas  allowed,  p.  176. 

17^5 great  fcarcity  of  provffions  therev  p.  595.  '      '    ' 

Admiral  Carapbeirs  conduft  thereon,  ihlti.'  . » r 

— -r— — —  a  bill  brought  into  Parliament  to  relieve  it,  ihid,-  .  .    ;  •• 

'  obfervations  oa  the  mode  of  relieving  it,  ibid. 

a  bill  paffed  to  regulate  the  trade  between  that  ifland  and  the  Urtitcd  States  of  AniCf-' 

Txca,  p.  605.  ,  '  r 

1786   ■         new  regulations  of  its  fifhery,  ip.  614.  '     <    :i 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  trade  between  thJit  ifland  and  the  United  States  of  i^orth  Ame- 
rica, p.  629.  " 
a  IkiH  to  amend  thfc  laws  for  the.  fifhery  there,  p.  629. 


\)^*f  ^ — — —  the  trade  between  the  United  States  irf"  America  and  that  ifland  aUo#ed  to  continue^ 

?•  673- 
1775  Newfoundland  Fljherj^  fohie  ftatement  of  it  at  this  tirtie,  p.  182. 

; *—  ftate  of  the  bounties  now  given  to  eocoorage  h,  p.  i^jj* 

iy^6 — — —  flate  of  it  at  this  time,  p,  195, 

1784 -^(lateof  it,  p.  571. 

1^87 —  — —ftate  of  it,  p.  672. 

I  y88  ,-^-i-i— — — ^— •  a  bill  paflcd  to  make  certain  regulations  in  it,  p.  673. 

1783  Uewfpapersy  the  number  of  them  printed  in  England  during  the  laft  ten  years,  p.  522t 
ijb*]  New  Tarkj  abillpaficd  to  rcftrain  its  aflcmbly  from  paffing  any  a£ls,  &c.  p.  no. 

1 768  New  Tork  and  Bofton^  non-importation  agreements  entered  into  between  them,  p.  1 18. 
1775  North  fVeJl  Pajfage^  reward  for  the  difcovery  of  it>  p*  i88k 

1775  Nova  Sc^tiof  its  aflcmbly  petitions  Parliament,  p.  186.  -. 
refolutions  pailed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  relative  to  it,  ibidi 

1784  -*— — —  its  ftate  and  probable  utility  to  Ac  Weft  India  Iflands,  p,  559; 
•    Notes,— {9tG  Bills  rf  Eycchange J, 

NutSf — (See  Cocoa  Nuts  J. 

o. 

177 1  OahTtmieTy  ftate  of  it  in  the  different  counties  of  Great  Britain,  p.  149. 

1784  OakBarkf  the  duty  oti  it  lowered,  p.  576. 

1766  OatSf  a  bill  pafled  to  allow  the  free  importation  of,  p.  97. 

and  Oatmeal,  allowed  to  be  imported  from  NoAh  America,  p.  9s,— (Sec  Corn^  Grain^i^c) 
177s  G/7,  fromifh,  the  quantity  of  it  now  confamed  in  London,  p.  184. 

1783  exported  from  and  imported  into  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  524. 

1785 from  Florence,  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  it  regulated  by  aft  of  Parliament,  p.  605. 

1764  Or ^(fr  ^C«««r/7  "to  prevent  fmugglihg  on  the  coafts  6f  the  Ifle  of  Man,  p.  48. 
1770  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  redeem  certain  annuities,  p.  135. 

1765  Or</i«tf«r^  of  the  King  of  France  relative  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  p.  71.    * 
lj9$  Ordnance  Debentures  f{xndcd,  p,  60^. 

ifygOjfierSp  a  bill  paffed  to  prefer  vc  thcfifliery  of  them  at  Whitftable,  p.  26 1. 

5  C  2  Paljleji 


A.  ». 
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P- 

Faijlij^  hiftory  and  prefent  ftate  of  Its  inanufa£lory«  (appendix)  p.  703. 

1764  Paper  Bilhy  a  bill  pafled  for  preventing  fuch  as  may  be  iflued  in  the  colonies  from  being  a  legal 

tender,  p.  50. 
773  -         the  fame  law  continued,  &c.  p.  167. 

779  Paper^  additional  duties  laid  on  it,  p.  262. — {^tt  Booh), 
787  Paptftsy  a  bill  to  allow  further  time  for  the  enrollment  of  deeds  and  wills  made  by  Papifts,  &c« 

p.  668. 
779  Parci&iii^ff/,  additional  duties  laid  on  it,  p.  262. 

781  Parker^  Admiral,  engages  the  Dutch  fleet  with  great  bravery,  off  the  Dogger  Bank,  p.  372. 

784  Parliament^  the  particular  diiTolution  of  it  at  this  time,  p.  545. 
'  ■        reafons  for  diflblving  it  ftated  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  ibid, 

785  Party  fFalls,  a  bill  pafled  relative  to  them,  p.  605. 

765  Pojffes^  a  proclamation  iflued  relative  to  thofe  employed  in  the  Mediterranean  trade,  p.  70. 
7^6  Pajfports  and  Sea  Letters^  forms  of  them,  purfuant  to  the  treaty  of  commerce  between  Great  BrU 

tain  and  France,  p.  626. 

782  Patent  Offices^  a  bill  pafled  to  regulate  them  in  certain  cafes,  p.  459. 
784  Pawning  of  Goodly  a  bill  pafled  for  the  better  regulation  of  it,  &c,  p.  577. 
y86       '  a  bill  to  prevent  the  unlawful  praftice  of  it,  &c.  p.  630. 
763  Peace  (of  Paris)  concluded  between  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  p..  i. 

— -—  proclaimed  in  London,  ihid, 

—  definitive  treaty  of,  between  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  thollb  of  France  and  Spain^ 

figned  and  ratified,  ibid* 
•— -—  the  alterations  from«  or  the  explanations  of,  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  contained  in 

the  faid  treaty,  p.  i,  &c. 
1782  — —  late,  the  progrefs  of  its  negotiations,  p.  437. 

■  official  letters  fent^  by  order  of  Government,  on  the  fubjeft  of  it  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  p.  438. 

provifional  articles  of,  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  figned  Nov.  20,  p.  462. 

1783 preliminary  articles  of,  between  Great  Britain,  France  and  Spain,  flgned  at  Verfaillcs^ 

January  20,  ibid. 
preliminary  articles  of,  abftraft  of  them,  p.  462,  &c, 
negotiations  for  it  with  Holland  delayed,  p.  466. 

preliminary  articles  of,  advantages  and  difadvantages  of  them  difcuflied,  p.  467,  &c« 
addrefs  in  favour  of  it  rejeAed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  p*  475. 
addrefs  in  favour  of  it  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  ibid, 

■  proclaimed  in  London,  Sept.  15,  p.  506. 

1768  Penalties  and  Forfeiturei  infliAed  by  a£ts  relating  to  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the  Britifh  colonies 
in  America  more  eafily  recovered,  p.  122* 
Perry^—{  See  Cyder). 
1773  -^^ft^^  -^'^^f  **  Tunbridge  in  Kent,  allowed  to  be  worked,  p.  167. 
1777  Peterjburgbf  an  account  of  its  commerce  for  thirty  years,  p.  206. 
nygy the  number  of  Britilh  ftiips  which  arrived  there  in  this  year,  p.  657^ 

■  mercliandize  imported  from  thence  in  the  fame  period,  ibid. 

FititUnt^ 


CHRONOLOGICAL'      JKDEX. 

2766  P#//;/0«jfroin  the  merchants  of  London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  &c.  relative  to  American  affairs^ 

'         p.85. 
2^80  »— —  to  Parliament,  from  feveral  counties,  to  promote  a  plan  of  national  economy,  p.  289, 290. 

■  abftraA  of  tliat  from  York,  p,  289, 

i^gi  .....^  of  the  Well  India  planters  and  merchants  to  the  King,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Britifh  comnjianders  at  St.  Euftatius,  p.  333. 

lygy  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  prefented  to  Parliament,  p.  646. 

1777  Pigou  Lord,  appointed  Governor  of  Madras,  arrives  there,  treachery  praftifed  againll  him^' 

p.  202,  &c. 
'779  motion  made  in  theHoufe  of  Commons  relative  to  his  imprifonment  and  death,  p.  247* 

Pilchard  Fi/Hfery^  the  duties  taken  off  fait,  ^hen  employed  in  it,  p.  262. 
1^85  —  a  bill  pailed  to  encourage  it,  p.  605. 

Ij86  — a  further  bill  to  encourage  it,  p.  630. 

1764  Pilots^  a  bill  pafled  for  the  regulation  of  them,  p.  49. 

lyj^  —.- a  bill  pailed  for  the  better  regulation  of  them,  &c.  p.  167. 

1782  Piracy^  lie,  the  former  aft  to  prevent  that  crime  enlarged,  p.  458. 

1785  Pitcbt  premiums  granted  on  the  importation  of  it  from  Eaft  Florida,  p.  605. 

■         manufaftories  of  it  regulated  by  aft  of  Parliament,  ibid. 
1784  Pitt^  Right  Honourable  William,  his  great  popularity,  pw  545. 
'773  Pbippii  Captain,  fails,  June  2,  on  a  voyage  of  difcovery  towards  the  North  Pole,  p.  i66» 

Plate  Glafi  Manufaaorjy  a  bill  palled  to  eflablifh  it,  p.  167. 

in  Lancafhire,  fome  account  of  it,  (Appendix)  p.  702. 

Plate^  a  bill  pafled  for  altering  the  punifhment  of  the  falfe  marking  of  it,  p.  167. 

-— —  certain  duties  granted  on  its  importation,  and  when  wrought  in  Great  Britain,  p*  576* 
1767  Policies^  a  bill  pafled  to  alter  the  duties  on  them,  &c.  p.  109. 
'775  Po^^^y  ^  petition  from  thence  in  oppofition  to  that  of  London,  p.  182. 

1782  Poor,  a  bill  pafled  for  the  better  relief,  &c.  of  them,  p.  459, 

1775  Poor  Rates,  an  account  of  them  for  one  year,  p.  206. 

1783  Poplins  and  Tabinets,  a  great  manufafture  of  them  in  Ireland,  p.  225-. 
1774  Pd/«/a/io;i  in  certain  provinces  of  America,  p.  178. 

iy88         i      a  ftate  of  it  in  feveral  cities  and  towns  of  Europe,  p.  690. 

1776  Portugal,  the  court  of,  prohibits  an  intercourfc  with  the  Am.ericans,  p.  195^ 

lySo the  Queen  of,  refufes  to  accede  to  the  armed  neutrality,  p.  303. 

iy8t  "  prohibits  the  importation  of  linens  from  Ireland,  p.  394. 

■  certain  goods  allowed  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  from  the  ptanta>» 
tions  of  that  kingdom,  &c,  p.  398. 
1771  Po/l  Office,  the  revenue  of  it  for  100  years,  p.  150, 

ditto  in  1764,  ibid. 
—— —  an  account  of  the  late  reform  and  increafing  improvement  in  the  adminiftration  of 
that  department,  (appendix)  p.  709. 

1784  Pqfiagey  a  bill  pafled  to  regulate  it  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  p»  576. 

*— — —  a  bill  pafled  for  granting  certain  additional  rates  on  it,  and  for  preventing  frauds,  &c» 

P-577-^ 
1783  Pot  AJhef,  importation  of  them  into  Ireland  in  this  year,  with  the  general  average,  p*  528^ 

Pot  afid  Pearl  JJbes^  new  duties  impofed  on  them,  p.  537. 

Tot 
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1786  Pafa»</PMr/-<^tfi,  a  bill  to  grant  duties  on  them,  p.  630. 

Potteries^  in  Stafford  (hire,  an  account  of  their  progrcfs  and  pr^fcnt  ftate,  (appendix)  p.  698. ' 

1776  Pr'tce^  the  Kev.  Doftor,  his  account  of  the  national  debt  from  173910  1775,  p.  196, 

1777  Prlvat^ers^  American,  di ft refs  the  Britifli  commerce,  p.  200. 
1764  Privilege  9/  Parliament  regvlated  with  refpeft  to  bankrupts,  p.  5p. 

1770 "  abftraft  of  the  aft  for  the  regulation  of  it  in  certain  cafes,  p.  138, 

1764  PrlziSy  the  produce  of  fuch  as  were  ukcn  before  the  war,  given  by  his  Majefty  to  the  pubtic, 

"1781   Pr/z^GWj,  regulations  x)f  them,  p.  397. 

^783  -^ a  bill  pafled  to  regulate  the  fale  of  them»  p.  540, 

Promljfory  Notes^  — *  ( See .  Bills  of  Exchange  J . 

1779  Protc^lon  iffued  by  the  French  Government  in  favour  of  the  Captains  Cook  and  Clarkp,  p.  259, 

1780  Proteftant  jfffoclatlon^  an  account  of  it,  p.  295. 

. petition  Parliament  for  a  repeal  of  the  late  aA  in  favour  of  die  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, p.  296. 

1787  Providence^  New,  a  bill  to  allow  tlj^e  import  and  export  of  certain  goods  therein,  p.  668. 
1764  Provijions^  the  merchants  petition  on  the  higli  prices  of  them,  p.  49. 

,    .  difturbances  concerning  them,  Ibtd.^ 

his  Majei\y  iifues  a  proclamation  for  the  importation  of  certain  kinds  of  them,  ibid. 

-^ — '■ -rr  the  free  importation  of  them  allowed  from  Ireland  for  a  limited  time,  p.  50. 

1766  a  bill  pafled  to  allow  the  free  importation  of  them  from  Ireland,  &c.  p.  97. 

the  importation  of  them  from  Ireland  continued,  p.  98. 

1768  — ; the  importation  of  them  further  allowed  from  Ireland  and  the  British  colonies  in 

AmeHca,  p.  122* 
1^5^  ■  the  importation  of  them  continued  from  Ireland  and  the  American  colonies,  p.  131 » 

1^70 the  further  importation  of  them  allowed  from  Ireland  and  the  American  colonies* 

P-  139- 
1772  the  importation  of  them  continued  from  Ireland,  &c»  p.  158. 

■  falted,  the  importation  of  them  allowed  from  any  part  of  Europe,  p.  159, 

1774 the  importation  of  them  allowed  from  Ireland,  p.  176. 

177s  from  Ireland,  the  importation  of  them  continued,  p.  187. 

1^80  falted,  the  quantity  eitported  from  England  in  this  year,  p*  321. 

1 78 1  — —  allowed  to  be  exported  to  certain  plCKies  in  North  America,  p.  398. 

1783 the  quantity  of  falted  and  other  kinds  exported  thither  from  England  alone  in  three 

particular  yeats,.  p.  518,  5x9. 

— — —  ditto  exported  thither  from  the  revolted  colonies,  &c.  p.  519. 

—— current  prices  of  them  at  the  Pbiladelpbia  and  London  markets  at  this  thne,  p.  520. 

1784 current  prices  of  them  at  Jamaica,  at  this  time  and  the  year  preceding,  p.  ^55, 

—average  prices  of  certain  articles  for  ten  years  preceding  the  war,  p»  557* 

— —  further  account  thereof  relative  to  the  colonies,  p.  558,  &c. 
1 78 1  Prujfta^  the  King  of,  accedes  to  the  armed  neutrality,  p.  355, 
1780  Public  Accounts^  commiflioners  of,  appointed  by  aft  of  Parliament,  p.  293* 

1785 a  bill  pafled  for  the  better  examining  and  auditing  them,  p«.6o5« 

1786 ; —  a  bill  to  enable  the  commiffioners  further  to  examine,  &c,  the  public  accoui^T>f  tl^ 

kingdom,  p.  630* 

.    .  Quebec 


^C  H  R  OV  O  L  VO  I  t  X  t      lli-  D  t*t^ 

A.  D*  •       - 

1780  ^elec  FUet^  the  greater  part  of  it  taken,  ?•  303. 

xy36  —  a  bill  to  allow  the  importation  of  fait  from  thence,  p.  630. 

•  •-■«■  .» 

*  R. 

1784  Rabbit  Skins ^  the  exportation  of  them  prohibited,  P- S76« 

1765  Ramjgate^  a  bill  paflcd  to  improve  its  harbour,  p.  72.  ' 

17S2  Ranfom  of  Ships^  bfc.  prohibited,  p.  458. 

1765  Raw  Silkf  a  bill  pafTed  for  repealing  certain  duties  on  it,  and  granting  Others,  p.   ^2«— (See. 

Silkj: 
1783  Receipts;  a  bill  pafled  to  grant  ftamp  duties  on  them,  p.  539. 
1774  RecoinageoftheGoldCoin^  a  bill  paflcd  for  fupplying  the  fum  for  that  purpofe,  p.  i76»'       • 

lyyS expences  attending  it,  &c.  p.  236. 

1780  Reform^  plan  of,  moved  by  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  p.  291. 
1765  Regency y  a  bill  pafled  to  provide  for  the  admin iflration  of  Government  in  cafe  the  crowii  fhould 
defcend  to  aoy  of  the  King's  children  under  18  years  of  age,  p.  73. 

Regijier  ShipSy  eight  of  them  arrive  at  Cadiz,  p.  71. 
1 780  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  linen  manufafture  of  Ireland,  p.  388. 

Refoiution  and  Difcovery^  the  (hips,  anchored  at  the  Norc  OAober  5,  from  their  voyage  of  Cir« 
cumnavigation,  p.  316. 
1786  Revenue f  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  it,  p.  607. 

— —  report  of  the  Seleft  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  it,  p.  608. 

■  —  receipt  and  expenditure  of  them,  p.  608,  609, 
1788  Revenues^  iffc.  a  ftate  of  them  at  this  time,  p.  685. 

1782  Ribbands^  the  quantity  exported  from  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  442. 

1764  Rice^  liberty  granted  to  carry  it  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  other  parts  of  America, 
•     p.  50. 

1767  Ricey  Sago  Dujiy  and  VermiciHiy  the  free  importation  of,  allowed  from  the  American  colonies, 

p.  109. 

1768  the  quantity  of  it  exported  during  a  certain  period,  p*  120. 

—  a  further  importation  of  it  from  North  America  allowed,  p.  122. 

1769  liberty  granted  to  carry  it  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  other  parts  of  Amerida, 

i7yo  the  liberty  granted  of  exporting  it  from  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape 

Finifterre,  p.  139. 

lyya  the  importation  of  it  allowed  from  any  of  the  colonies,  p.  159, 

1774 the  time  for  exporting  it  from  Carolina  and  Georgia,  &c,  enlarged,  p.  176. 

178a  —7—  table  of  the  quantity  imported  into  and  exported  from  Gteat  Britain  for  two  diftinft  years, 

with  the  names  of  tlic  places  from  whence  and  to  which  fuch  imports  and  exports  were  made» 

p.  448. 

■  the  quantity  of  it  imported  into  and  exported  from  England  for  ten  years,  p.  454^ 
— —  into  and  from  Scotland,  p.  455, 

1^8^  _^  the  importation  of  it  allowed,  p.  537. 

"     drawback  of  the  whole  duty  allowed  on  the  expojtation  of  it,  p.  ^y). 
1780  Riots  in  London,  an  account  of  theni,  p.  296. 

"%  Rodneyj 
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A.  *. 

tjio  i*dmej.  Sir  George  Br7i!gei,  takes  22  &n  of  SpanJOi  fliipt,  p.  285. 
■  ■■      uket  6Te  Spaoilh  oiea  of  war,  ihld. 
— ^—  relicrcf  Gibnltar  and  ^IJoorca,  ihld, 

1781  -^— hitanfirer  to  the  memoral  of  tbc  mcFchaott  of  St.  Cbnfloplier'tt  p- 33i' 

——  bb  anf«cr  to  the  cbzrgcs  againfi  faim  oa  bii  coadttd  ^  St.  Enfiatias,  p.  379,  jlc^  &e. 

bis  memorial  to  tfac  King  00  the  pf ofecntions  entered  into  againA  him  on  the  Jann  fdijcft, 

p.  382. 

1782  — ^  gaini  a  complete  ridorj-,  April  12,  orcr  tbc  Frendi  fleet  comnonded  by  Le  Comic  de 

Gfafle,  p.  416, 

1777  Rum^  abi)lp]&d  to  fccitre  the  dntiet  on  hi  importation  fiom  the  coloniei,  p.  207. 
1782  arer^e  quantity  imported  for  ten  yean,  p.  441. 

— —  table  of  tbc  qoaotity  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  for  two  A\W\r^, 
yean,  with  the  nametof  the  placet  from  whetux  and  to  which  foch  imports  aitd  exports  wef« 
made,  p.  446. 
'         the  qaantity  of  it  imponed  into  and  exported  from  England  for  ten  years,  p.  452. 
■  784  ■        certain  intpofl*  and  duties  on  it  difcontinoed  for  a  limited  time,  p.  557. 

—  a  drawback  of  the  datiet  on  it  allowed,  when  fhipped  as  flores  on  board  merchant  flups, 
fcc,  p.  577. 

'7^5  an  account  of  tbeqnantity  imported  into  England  daringaccrtaio  period,  p.  602. 

t  bill  paflcd  to  permit  the  landing  of  Britilh  Plantation  ram  or  fpirits  before  paymoit 

of  the  excife  datiet,  p,  605. 

1786  abill  to  revive  the  drawback  on  the  datiet  of  it-whcnlhippcd  as  llores,  p.  630. 

1 787  importt  and  cxporu  of  it  into  and  from  Great  Briuin  for  one  year,  with  the  datjeSt  &c.  - 

for  one  year,  p  660. 

1776  Ru£iai  annual  revenue  and  expences  of  that  empire,  p.  197. 

J780 declaration  of  the  Emprefs  concerning  the  armed  neutrality,  p.  273. 

1781  the  Emprefi  commences  a  mediation  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  p.  341. 

1782  '    the  ftate  of  its  revenues,  p.  442. 

1 766  Rje  and  Ryt  Meal  allowed  to  be  imported  from  North  America,  p.  98. 

s. 

1781  Sago  and  Vtrmictlli,  the  importation  of  them  allowed  from  the  Britilh  colonies  in  America, 

p.  398. 
1764  Sail  Cloth,  a  bill  palled  for  encouraging  the  manufafiure  of  it,  p.  49. 

Si.  Thomai  and  St.  Jebn,  iflands  of,  declared  free  by  the  King  of  Denmark,  p.  47. 

■— ^^^-^■^— ^^  conditions  of  their  freedom,  ibid. 
1770  Saint  Domittga,  the  produce  of  it  ii)  this  year,  p.  136. 

1778  Saint  Lucia,  idand  of,  taken  from  the  French,  p.  227. 

"  very  able  letter  written  by  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney  to  Lord  George  Germaioe, 

urging  an  attack  to  be  made  on  it,  p.  228. 

1779  Saint  Vinctnl,  IHand  of,  taken  by  the  French,  p.  3j3. 

— — —  fituaiion  and  adive  condaAof  the  Governor  of  it,  ibid, 
1781  Saint  Euftatius,  illand  of,  taken  by  Admiral  Rodney,  p.  329. 

I  conduQ  of  the  Britilh  commanders  on  the  capture  of  it,  and  its  confequencei,  p.  330. 

—  ■■  —  great  part  of  the  prize  fleet  taken  by  the  French,  p.  368. 

S  Saimt 


C  B  R  O  N  0  L  OO  I  C  A  L      I  N  D  B  X,  .     , 


A.  D. 


1 78 1  Saint  EuJiatiuSi  a  motion   made   and  negatived,    for  enquiring  into  the  conduft  of  the 

Commander?  in  Chief,  on  the  capture  of  that  iflandi  p*  379. 

■  ■  furprized  and  taken  by  the  French,  p.  414* 

1782  Saint  Chrijinpher*  s  y  Nevis  and  Mont  ferrate  taken  by  the  French,  p.  415. 

I  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  thofe  iflands  allowed  to  be  imported  into  any  of  his 
Majefty's  ports  in  Europe  or  America,  p.  458. 

1^83  a  bill  paflcd  for  regulating  the  imports  of  the  produce  of  thofc  iflands,  p.  538. 

1764  Sale  of  Lands,  in  Grenada,  the.Grcnadines,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent's  and  Tobago,  ad vcrtifed 
by  Royal  proclamation,  p.  46. 

conditions  of  the  fale,  ibid. 

1764  Salt,  gathered  on  the  Turk's  Iflands,  by  the  Bermudians,  p.  48. 
the  exportation  of  it  to  Quebec,  allowed  for  a  limited  time,  p.  50. 

iy66  the  exportation  of  it  from  Quebec,  allowed,  p,  98. 

lyyQ  .....^  the  duties  of  it  taken  off,  when  ufed  in  curing  pilchards,  p.  262. 

iy86  ■         a  bill  to  allow  the  importation  of  it  from  Quebec,  p.  630. 

X785  Salts^  of  various  kinds,  a  bill  pafl!ed  to  regulate  the  laws  refpeAing  them,  p.  605. 

^^65  Sandwich,  a  bill  paflcd  to  improve  its  haven,  p.  72. 

1777  Saratoga^  the  furrcnder  of  the  Br itifli  army  there,  p.  2o6« 

1785  Scheldt,  the  navigation  of  it  undergoes  very  little  alteration  by  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 

Emperor  and  the  Dutch,  p.  599. 

1763  Scotland^  Truftees  of  the  forfeited  eftates  there,  their  patriotic  conduft,  p.  9. 

1765  — —  a  bill  pafled  to  regulate  bills  of  exchange  and  promiflbry  notes  there,  p*  73, 

178a  the  quantity  of  tobacco  imported  into,   and  exported  from,   that  part  of  Great* 

Britain,  p.  455. 
1788  ■  equalizing  duty  on  fpirits  diftilled  there,  and  brought  into  England,  p.  674, 

1779  Sea  Coaji,  a  proclamation  for  driving  cattle  from  thence,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  p.  258, 

1786  Sea  Coajis,  a  bill  pafled  for  improving  them,*  &c.  p.  630. 

Seamen^ s  fVages,  a  bill  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  payment  of  them,  p,  630. 
1781  Secrecy,  Committee  of,  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  enquire  into  the  war  in  the 

Carnatic,  p.  362. 
1784  Seizures,  the  diftance  from  thofe  ejctended,  at  which  they  may  be  made,  p.  553. 

1764  Senegal,  a  bill  pafled  for  veiling  it,  &c,  in  the  African  Company,  p.  49, 

1772  Sheep,  the  annual  account  of  the  fale  of  them  at  Smithfl^ld,  for  forty  years,  p.  156. 
1774 number  of,  fold  in  Smithfield,  in  this  year,  p.  175. 

1773  Sheffield,  an  aflay-mafler  appointed  to  that  place,  p.  167.  - 

1766  Ships,    the  number  entered   inwards,    and  cleared    outwards,    at  Liverpool,    during  this 

year,  p.  97. 

■  ditto,  at  Briftol,  ibid. 

regulations  made  for  the  loading  them  with  coals,  at  Newcaftle  and  Sunderland,  p.  08. 

1769  —  the  number  of  them  employed  in  the  trade  between  Great-Britain  and" America,  p.  120. 
'773  —  annual  amount  and  value  of,  at  this  tim»,  built  in  the  colonies,  p.  165. 

—  the  number  of,   which  failed  from  the   North  of  Ireland  to   North-America     with 
paflengers,  in  the  two  preceding  years,  p,  166. 

a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  abufes  in  the  fale  of  fliares  of  them  to  foreigners,  p»  167, 

ditto,  for  regulating  thofe  loading  coals  at  Sunderland  and  Newcaftle,  ibid. 

S    C  ShlfM^ 


AN      ALPHABETICAL     ANB 


A.'  D* 


1778  ShipSt  French^  .»n  eoibargoiaid  on  ihtm  in  the  Britifli  ports,  p,  226. 

1783  Brhijhy  cncrcafcd  greatly,  by  excluding  the  American,  p.  520,  521* 

1786  a  bill  paiTed  to  promote  tlie  cncreafe  of  it,  p.  630. — ^(Sce  NrvucaftU^J 

1773  Shippings' Xht  annual  apiount  of  it,  at  this  time,  iu  the  colonies,  p.  165* 
1765  Silkf  a  bill  taeiicourage  the  manufadure  of  it,  p«  72. 

^Stockingi;  Gloves  <ind  MitSi  a  bill  paiTed  to  prohibit  the  iroportatipn  of  foreign  onies,  p.  73^ 

1769  — -p-.a  bill  paiTed  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  it  in  AnKrica,  p.  131. 
17^9  — — ^  org^nzincd,  the  importation  of  it  allowed,  p*  26i. 


1783 


— —  organzined,  the  importation  of  it  allowed  from  Italy,  &c»  p.  397. 


the  quantity  of  it  imported  into  Ireland,  on  two  different  averages  of  three  yors,  p.  $26. 

raw  and  organzine,  a  five  years  average  of  its  importatiQn  into  EngU^dg  with  thct 
duties,  ibid* 
^  and  Mixtures  of  Sllk^  exportation  in  this  year,  from  Ireland,  ibid^ 

—  organzine  Italian,  the  Importation  of  it  continvted,  p.  537. 

—  raw  and  thrown,  additional  duties  granted  on  the  iipportation  of  it,  p«  577* 


1784  — 

1766  Silks  and  Felv£tSy  a-bi II  pafled  to  prohibit  the  import^aon  of  them,  p.*98. 

— -—  Crapes  and  TaffatieSf  an  additional  duty  laid  on  the  importation  of  them,  Ibid^ 
•1777  '^'^^  wrought^  and  Telueis^  the  importatior^  of  themproli^bited,  &c.  p.  207* 
1 78 1  -:—  eiipoited  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  p.  3^3. 

— —  a  drawback  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  them,  ibid. 

1787  Silver^  the  amount  of  it  feat  annually  from  England  to  Clunat  for  three  y«?rs^  pu  ^S).-*^ 

(See  Co  in. J 
1786  Skins^  a  bill  to  allow  the  importation  of  raw  goat-jkins,  p.  630. 
1784  — ; —  rabbit,  the  exportation  of  them  prohibited,  p.  176. — (See  Hides.) 
1777  Slaves^  the  nutnber  of  them  in  the  French  Weft-Indies,  p«  207* 

1788  ; —  the  number  of  them,  at  this  time,  in  Britilh  Weft  India  I^nds,  p.  $90* 

— fome  further  calculations  concfrning  them,  ibid. 

Slave  Trade^  a  bill  pafled  to  regalate  it,  in  refpett  to  the  mode  of  carrying  ilaves  from  the 

coaft  of  Africa,  p.  67 7, 
1764  Smuggling,   an  cider  of  Council  to  prevent  the  pradice  of,  particvilarly  oq  the  coafts  of 

thelfleofMan,  p.  48. 

'7^5  "" : —  ^^  means  taken  to  prevent  it  caufe  great  difcon tents  in  Amefic^,  p.  62. 

*779  abftraft  of  an  aft  of  Parliament  to  prevent  it,  p.  262. 

1784 a  biH  pafled  to  prevent  it,  by  various  regulations,  p.  553. 

,   ,  ■    ■,  a'bill  pafled  for  the  more  efieftual  prevention  of  it,  p.  577. 
•'717  — — — -  a  bill  pafled  forthe  further  prevention  of  it,  p.  668« 
,1785  :Snuff9  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  it  fettled,  p.  605. 

}i777  ^-'-t^'  ^  bill  pafled  to  fecure  the  duties  inks  importation  from  the  Colonies,  p.  207. 
(1766  Soar^  the  river,  made  navigable,  p.  98. 

if6s  Society  o/JrtSt  Manufa^ures  and'Commerte^  eftaMifhed  at  New-York,  p.  68. 
iy86 Britijh^  incorporated  by  aft  of  Parliaipent  for  extending  the  fiiherics  of  the  kingdom, 

p.  630. — (See  Briti/h  Ft/iery.) 
1769  Soundi  the  number  of  veflels  which  pafled  it  this  year,  p.  i30i» 

lyy^  •: the  number  of  veflets  which  paflied  it  in  this  year,  p.  i58« 

.1774    ■         the  number  of  vefleU  wdiiehi^afled  it  in  this  year,  p.  175. 


Swnd^ 


CMROKOLOGICAL      INDEX* 

ik  IT/ 

i^9i  Sound,  llie  number,  of  BritUb  and  Dutch   Hiippingi  which  palTcd  the  Sounds   for  three 

years,  p.  359. 
1786  Southern  fVbale  Fljhcty^  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of,  p.  630. 
jij^87  —~— an  account  of  it,  daring  the  years  1785,  1786,  and  1787,  p.  658,— (See  the /FS^aAr* 

Fijbtry.). 
1763  ^outb-CarclinOf  produce  of  it  entered  for  exportation,- during  a  certain  period,  p.  7;- 
1766  SpaiHf  declares  its  neutrality  with  refpcft  to  Grcat-Britajn  and  America,  p.  I93» 

1^79 becomes  a  mediatrix^  between  the  powers  at  war,  p.  247.  • 

propofes  terms  of  pacification,  ibiiL  ' 

the  propofitions  of,  refufed  by  Great-Britain,  p.  248. 
the  amballador  of,  delivers  a  refcript  at  the  court  of  London,  Jit  J.' 
•— —  the  refcript  of  its  minifter  anfwered  at  large,  by  the  Brhilh  court,  p«  248,  249^*- 
-^«~  the  real  motives  of  its  court  in  uking  part  with  France,  p^  251*' 
1^83  —  its  fituation  at  thcdofe  of  tlie  war,  p.  476^. 
Spetebet  from  the  Ithrongf  quoted  in  this  work,., 

1772 —  p.  163. 

1774 P-i7i»'74- 

«77S P-  >90-  '93- 

1776  — —  p.  192,  194* 

1780 P»297>  3^7i 

1 78 1  P-36S»  33*» 

1782 -*— —  p.*4"<^»  439*^ 
1783  — —  p^479»  So6» 
1784 p.  S4S»  5^7* 

1786  — -      p.  607,  612.' 

1787  ■  p>^32,  647.. 
ttfii p,  669,  672,- 

1766  SplriUy  additional  dotief  laid  tl»rton>  p.'9K 

1768  ■  forcigny.a  bill  pafled  for  a  more  effeftual  preventibn  of  fmaggling  thJem,  &c*  p.  I22* 

1 78 J  — .^ —  foreign,  a  bill  pafled  for  the  more  effectual- preventing  the  fmuggling  of  tlieiii^*p«  540* 
1^84  — — — ^Britilh  and  Weft  India,  new  regulations  of  the  dathss  oh  them,  p«  554. 

— ^* —  for  home  conitimption,  the  duties  on  them  difcontinuedfor  a  certain  time,  p.  577.     ' 

1788 diftilled  m  Scotland,  and  brought  into  England,  fubjeft'to  an  equalizing  duty,  p,  674... 

1786 —an  account  of  the  quantity  annually  madcj  from Midfummer,  1749,  to  Midfummcr, 

1786,  p.  627,— (Sec  Briiijk  Spirits^— DifiUlerj,  lie.) 
1766  Stamp  JbutUsf  a  bill  pafled  for  fecoring  them  for  copies  of  court  roll,  p»'98i' 
1785  SiampSy  a  bill  pafled  to  transfer  certain  of  their  duties^  &c*  p.  605* 
1787  5/tf/»/</>ii/jp,  in  France,  on  commercial  inftrnments,  p»653. 

J765  Stamp  J^if  preliminary  obfervations  concerning  the  paffing  ity  for  the  impofition  of  ilamps, 
in-  America,,  p.  6o« 
■  ■  ■  -    ■  the  American,  paflfed  both  Houfds,  and  received  the  Royal  aflcnt  by  commiffion,  p«  66. 
■  the  immediate  efltAs  of  it,  pi  60,  67* 

— — — —  violent  condud  of  feveral  of  the  American  Colonies  in  confequence  of  if,  f.  67,  68.; - 

1766  — —  for  America,  repealed,  p.  85.— (See^ipnmia.^ 

1779  Starchy  the  duties  oa  it  better  fccured,  p.  262. 

5  ^-^  States^. 
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AN. ALPHABETICAL      AND 

A.   P. 

1779  States-General  memorial  prefentcd  to  them  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  relative  to  the  tranfportatlon 

of  naval  ftorcs,  p.  257.  > 

... are  required  to  afGft  Great-Britain,  according  to  treaty,  p.  258. 

—  negleft  the  memorials  of  the  Britifh  minifter,  ibid* 
I  proteft  Paul  Jones,  and  theif  reafons  for  fo  doing,  p.  258. 

1780  — *— their  conduct  to  Great-Britain,  p.  265,  266. 

■  ■'  memorial  prefented  to  them  by  the  Britifh  minifter,  p.  ^68. 

■  provifional  anfwer  given  by  them,  p.  270. 

i^gi  — —I         memorial  delivered  by  their  minifter  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  p.  244,  245. 

publifh  a  manifefto  to  juftify  their  conduft  towards  Great-Britain,  p.  348. 

iyg2  receive  an  ambaflkdor  fromahe  United  States  of  America,  p.  418. — (See  Holland  J 

Steel,— {Set  Iron. J 

1 781  Stockings^   the  amount  of  the  import  and  export  of  them  Into  and  from  Ireland,  in  this 

year,  p.  394. 

ij%2  imports  and  exports  of  them  into  and  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  p.  443. 

lygj  import  and  export  of  them  into  and  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  p.  528. 

S/^rifr J,— (Sec  Funds. J 

1784  Stuffs^  mixed  with  filk,  a  drawback  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  them,  p.  577. 

1785  Cotton,  duties  on  them  repealed,  p.  605. — {Sec  Cotton*J 

— -*—  certain  duties  Jaid  on  them,  and  other  fimilar  manufadures,  ibid. 
1766  Storty  the  river,  a  bill  pafled  to  preferve  the  navigation  of  it,  &c.  p.  98. 
1773  Sugar^  the  amount  of  its  importation  into  Briftol,  in  this  year,  p.  166. 

lyyg a  bill  paflcd  to  prevent  the  fmuggling  of  it,  p.  237. 

1^7^  ..._»  a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  the  fmuggling  of  it  from  America,  p.  262. 

lygo the  annual  confumption  of  it  in  England,  for  fifty  years,  p,  320. 

lySi  additional  duties  granted,  on  the  imporution  of  it,  p.  398. 

1^82  — —  table  of  the  quantity  imported  into  and  exported  from  Great-Britain,  for  two  djftinft 
years,  with  the  pames  of  the  places,  from  whence  and  to  which  fuch  impoj-ts  and  exports 
were  made,  p.  445. 

■         the  quantity  of  it  imported  into  and  exported  from  England,  for  ten  years,  p.  452. 
■  ditto  into  and  from  Scotland,  p.  455. 

1783  refined,  a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  the  re-landing  of  it,'  &c.  p.  539. 

'  1785 an  account  of  the  quantity  imported  into  England,  during  a  certain  period,  p.  6oa* 

178&-— —  a  bill  to  regulate  the  exportation  of  it,  from  the  Britifh'  Colonies  to  foreign 
ports,  &c.  p.  630, 

1787  — — imports  and  exports  of,  into,  and  from  Great-Britain,  for  one  year,  with  the  duties 

&c.  for  one  year,  p.  660. 
1775  Sugar  Colonies,  the  ftate  and  nature  of  them  defcribed,  p.  183. — (See  PFeJi^IndiesJ 

1763  Supplies,  an  account  of  the  grants  of  them  from  the  revolution,  p.  26, 

■  for  the  fervice  of  this  year,  p.  17. 

1764  — — —  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  53. 

1765  —  the  fame,  fo»  this  year,  p.  74. ' 
1^66  ■  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  98. 
1767  — — *—  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  i  lO, 
,-58  ,...      I    the  fame,  for  this  year,  p,  122. 

^  .  Supplusj 
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69  Supplies f  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  131. 

70  — — —  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p*  139* 

71 the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  150. 

J  2.  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  159,  ^ 

72  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  168. 

74' the  fame,  for  this  year,  p,  176. 

75 the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  188. 

76  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p,  198, 

-77    .,.       ■  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  2io. 

78  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  238. 

7g the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  263, 

80  >  ■    ■-  the  fame,  for, this  year,  p.  323. 
'81  — ^ the  fame,,  for  this  year,  p.  399. 

82  — the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  459. 

83  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  541- 

84 the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  578. 

85 —  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  606. 

p86 the  famCj  for  this  year,  p.  631. 

87  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  669, 

88  — —  the  fimie^fpr  this  year,  p.  685,  &c. 

76  — fent  to  the  British  army  at  Bofton,  p.  195.  ' 

70  SwaUi  the  river,  in  Yorkfhire,  a  bill  pailed  for  compleating  the  navigation  of  it,  p.  139.       • 

80  Sweden^  declaration  of  the  King  of,  concerning  the  armed  neutrality,  p.  275. 

81  ,   the  King  of,  propofes  to  mediate  between  Great-Britain  and  Holland,  p.  373.    .  '  > 

.  T. 

^67  Tallow f  Hog^s^Lard^  (stc.  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  them  difcontinued,  p.  109. 

76 .  temporary  dtfcontinuance  of  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  them,  p.  197. 

70  -: — : a  farther  exportation  of  them  allowed,  p.  137. 

86  TalloWf  a  further  bill  to  difcontinue  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  it,  p.  630.  •  • 

79  7ir,  prbduced  from  coal,  pwi26o.  .    :» 
'87  Tariff  of  duties  to  be  paid,  according  to  the  arret  of  the  King  of  France,  p.  653. 
'81  Taxes f  perpetual  ones,  a  review  of  them,  from  1776  to  this  year,  p.  402. 
f67  Titf,  black  and  finglo,  a  duty  of  is.  taken  off  it,  &c.  p.  109. 

drawback  granted  on  its  exportation  to  Ireland  and  America,  ibid, 

70 the  American  "duty  on  it  continued,  p.  135. 

72  .—  the  duty  of  is.  on  finglo  and  black  difcontinued,  and  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
them,  when  exported  to  Ireland  and  the  plantations,  p.  158, 
1770  .......  the  diminution  of  the  export  of  it^  on  account  of  the  American  troubles,  difadvantageous 

to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  p.  165, 
permitted  to  be  exported  to  Amfcrica,  free  of  duty  from  the  Company,  ibid. 
not  fuflfcred  to  be  carried  on  fhore  at  Bofton,  &c.  ibid. 

amount  of  the  confumption  of  it  in  the  colonies,  before  the  impoitation  duties  were 
queftioned,  ibid. 
1777  .,.,«-.  a  bill  pafled  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  venders  of  it,  p«  207. 

Tia 


AV     Jk  t  P  «  A  B^8  T  It;  A  &      A  »  D 

1^778  Tca^  thr  duty  on  its  importation  into  any  of  tbe  American  colonic  ttktn  offi  r»  t^fk 

yj^^  its  annual  importation  into  Europe,  p.  530, 

— —  an  aft  aaicndcd  with  refpe£t  to  the  removal  of  it,  p.  jap. 

1^84 the  fevcral  duties  on  it  repealed,  and  other?  granted,  p,  57^. 

1 787  —  the  quantity  and  forts  of  it  imported  in  this  year,  p#  667. 
1768  Texelf  the  number  of  veffels  which  entered  it  this  year,  p.  lai. 
l.yyi  _—  the  number  of  veflels  which  entered  it  in  this  year,  p.  150, 

1774  ThanuSf  the  river,  a  bill  paflcd  for  improving  the  navigation  of  it,  p.  176. 

1777  »  a  bill  paflcd  for  improving  the  navigation  of  it  from  Londoa*Bri(^  t9 

Staines,  p«  207. 
Thread  Manufa^ory^  in  Scotland.— (See  Paijley^ 
1766  Tillagi^  a  bill  paflfed  for  the  improvement  of  it  in  tbe  ntighbovrhtyod  of  Londdn^  f«^97*^ 
1771  Timber  f  Oak^  ftate  of  it  in  different  counties  of  Great- Britain,  p.  14O4 

1775  TbbaecOt  ftate  of  its  trade  previous  to  the  war,  p.  187. 

i.^^Q  ,  a  bill  pailed  to  encourage  the  growth  of  it  in  Ireland,  p.  d6i. 

iy8i.  additional  duties  granted  on  the  importation  of  it,  p.  398. 

I J  8a  ^— —  table  of  the  quantity  imported  into  and  exposed  from  Oreit^Britaln,  for  twodifliaA 

years,  with  the  names  of  the  places  from  whence  and  to  which  i)k€h  iitipolts  wttA  cxpcit* 

were  made,  p.  447. 

■  the  quantity  of  it  imported  into  and  exported  from  EngUhd,  Uit  m  yters,  f.  453». 

■  ditto  into  and  from  Scotland,  p.  455. 
i^82^.»«._  a  btU  paflcd  to  fecdre  the  doties  on  it,  p.  5JI7. 

the  t;rowth  of  Scotland,  relief  gnnxtsd  to  the  d^Mrs  6f  it,  p.  jf 59. 


iffi^  the  Mercbimts  of  London,  BriAol,  ztO^OMffM^  trading  iti  it,  ^iSob  tfat  Hoftfe 

of  Commons,  p.  596. 

certain  ftatements  concerning  it  contained  in  the  Merchant's  petitions,  Hiel. 

a  bill  broii^  into  Parliament  fcnr  the  b^ter  fecurihg  the  dvties  paytbit  on  i^ 

»•  597- 

declaration  of  the  Cbancellor  of  the  Exchequer  concerning  it, 


i^%b        ■  "^  a  bill  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  remoTal  of,  p.  630. 

1783  %baee^if€  Clay^  permitted  to  be  exported  to  the  Britifii  plantttootts,  p.*  537. 

i^Bi  Tobago^  tbe  ifland  of,  taken  by  tbte  French,  p.  355. 

1378^  — — ' —  a  bill  paflEed  to  regulate  the  impor-tation  of  goods  from  thence,  p.  605* 

Toolsj  the  exportation^  of  f«ch  as  are  cm|»loytd  in  otir  iron  and  fteei  iiianiifa£torics  pro* 
hibited,  p.  666. 
1787  Tools  and  Utenfihi  a  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  fuch  as  are  ufed  in  die  iron  aftd  fttol 
manufadories,  p.  668. 

Tradi^  ilcetch  of  the  coal  branch  of  it,  (Appendix,)  p^  701. 
17(^8  Trietfy^  between  France  and  Genoa,  for  the  ceflion  of  Corfica,  p.  rai*^ 
XT^S  ——between  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  the  Queen  of  Portugal^  p.  4^5^ 

■    •         between  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  the  United  St^cs  of  Atn^rica,  p.. 486* 

— —  between  the  Mahrattas,  and  the  Eaft  Iiidia  Company,  p,  479. 
j'jgg  -^ — —between  flie  Courts  of  Ruflia  and  Portugal,  p.  678. 

•  between  Great-Britain  and  Pruffia,  p.  683. — (Sec  ConventimJ 

1.766  Treaty  of  Commer<e^^  between  Great-Britain  and  Ruflia^  B»  9'- 

Treaty 


I 


CHK.ONOL0OI«AL      INDEX* 
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1778  Treaty  of  Commerce  y  bctweeo  France  and  America,  p.  213,  &c. 

1780  I  between  Holland  and  the  United  States  of  America,  p.  30^. 
178.2             ■      between  the  Courts  of  Peterfburgh  and  Copenhagen,  p.  420. 

■  ■    ■  between  the  Republic  of  Holland,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  p.  427. 

1783  7r/4//  ofBtaeefHiixt  definitive,  between  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  Kii)g, 

P«^494* 

■  between  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  the  King  of  Spain,  p.  5000 

■  jj   ,u    .1.   i.jti   .. .   .■-    between  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  the  United  States  of  Amerioi^ 

p.  504. 

1784  I'     i       .-  between  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  the  States-Geneml,  p.  564. 

17^^     I    .1    .,   ,  between  the.  Emperor,  of  Germany,  and  the  States-Qeaend,  Sec.  p*  599. 

1778  Treaty  of  Alliance ^  between  France  and  America,  p.  219,  &c. 

lygg  between  Great-Britain  and  the  States-General,  p»  680,  &c, 

1^85  between  France  and  Holland,  p,  599. 

1786  Treaty  of  Alliance  and  Commerce^  ratified  between  the  Cqurt  of  PraflU,  and  the  United  States 

of  America,  p.  613. 
1770  Trent i  the  river,  a  bill  paflcd  for  the  belter  regulating  i^  p«  137. 
iyy2  -— ^  a  bill  pafled  to  make  a  certain  branch  of  it  ni^vigal:;le^  p.  i59» 
1786  Trials^  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  them  refpe£ting  ol^eaoes  cammitted  in  the  Eaft-Indies^ 

p.  630. 
1782  TrincomaUy  taken  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  p.  410. 

1763  Trmftees  of  the  forfeited  Eflates  in  Scotland^  their  patriotic  ^onduA,  p.  9. 

1764  Turk^s  Iflandsy  violences  committed  there  by  French  veflels,  p.  48. 

■I  reparation  made  by  the  French  Court  on  ^ccojint  of  violences  committed,  ibid. 

■  defcription  of  them,  ibid. 
— — —  the  Bermudians  gather  fait  on  them,  ibid^ 

u. 

1781  Upbolfteryj  the  amount  of  import  and  export  into  and  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  p.  439* 
1767  llre^  the  river,  a  bill  pafled  to  render  it  navigable,  &c.  p.  109. 

1774  Utenfih^  the  exportation  of  thofe  employed  in  the  cotton  manufa£lure  prohibited,  p.  176. 
i^yj  —*.— employed  in  the  woollen,   linen,   &c«  manufactures,  prohibited  from  exportation^ 

p.  187. — (Sec  Tools.) 
,  jg2  "i  the  Taloe  of  its  imports  and  exports  into  and  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  p.  443. 

1^83  — —— —  import  and  export  of  it  into  and  from  Ireland,  in  this  year,  p.  528. 
17&1  Vaugban^   Major-Gereral,  his  anfwer  to  the  charges  ?gainft  him,    on  his  conduft  aft  St. 

Euftaiius,  p.  381. 

1779  Vellum^  Parchment  and  Paper ^  additional  duties  on  them,  p.  262. 
lySc  Velvets  and  Felverets^  duties  are  laid  on  them,  p.  605.— (See  5/7^i.^ 
1784  Vejfe^s^  of  certain  dimenfions,  the  building  of  them  prohibited,  p,  553. 

1^87  «——*- the  number  of  them  employed  in  the  Greenland  iifhery,  and  to  David's  Straits,  in 
this  year,  p.  657. 
Veffels  and  Boats^  a  bill  relative  to  fuch  as  are  liable  to  feizure  by  an  aA  of  the  24th  of 
George  III.  p.  668.— (See  Shippings  tVhale  Fi/herj^  Hewcafile^  tstc. 
1763  Vinegar^  additional  duties  on  it,  p.  4* 

Finegar^ 
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1780  ViMgar,  additional  duties  laid  on  the  importation  of  it,  p.  333. 

1775  Virginia  and  Maryland,  the  annual  import  from  thofc  provinces  before  the  war,  p.  187. 

w. 

1775  fyafe,  earthen,  painted,  a  certain  kind  of  it  permitted  to  be  exported,  p.  188. — (Set  P§tttry,J 

1786  fPTiJi  Ctrn,    the  duty  on  it,  from  Midfummcr,    1749,    to   Midfommer,    1786,    p.  627.— 

(See  DifiUltTj.) 
178^  Water-Bailiff  of  Lendert,    fcrves    notices  on  the  coal-fidort,    &c.  on  ftcconnt   of  certaia 
combinations  among  them,  p.  600. 

1787  ffaurford,  in  Ireland,  a  packet  eftabliflied  between  that  place  and  Milford  Haven,  p.  667. 
1770  fVaicbeit,  in  Sonierfetlhire,  a  bill  pafled   for  the  prefcrvation  of  its  harbour  and  quays, 

P-  137- 
1763  fVayi  and  MianSy  for  the  Icrvice  of  this  year,  p.  22. 

2764  ■  -■    the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  55. 

1J65 1^'     the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  76. 

1766 the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  100. 

IJ67  — — the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  m. 

1768  -^ the  fame,  for  this^  year,  p.  124. 

\lin^  ^^__  the  fame,  for  this  yew,  p.  132, 

1770  — —  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  141. 

1771 the  fiime,  for  this  year,  p.  152. 

1772 the  fame,  for  this  year,  p,  161, 

'773  ^*  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  i6g. 

lyj^ the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  177. 

'775  ■  '       the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  189* 

I  jj6  — the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  199, 

'777  "~ ^^  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  211. 

ly^g — —  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  240.  , 

'779  '  ■ the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  263. 

IjSo  — the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  325. 

1781  — ■ the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  401. 

1782  —  ■■■         the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  461. 

I J83  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  542. 

1J84 the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  578. 

178^  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  606. 

1786  ^— —  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  631. 

1787  the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  669. 

1^88 the  fame,  for  this  year,  p.  686. 

1784  JVaXf  duties  granted  on  the  importation  of  it,  p>  577> 

1784  Wax  Candlts,  duties  on  them  repealed,  and  other  duties  granted  in  lieu  tlicreof,  p.  577. 

-. duties  granted  on  licences  to  make  or  fell  them,  ibid. 

1765  /^^av^rj  of  Spital  Fields,  their  djfcontents  on  the  fafliionableufc  of  French  filks,  p.  60, 
1774.  ^''g^"'  ablUpaflcd  to  regulate  fuch  as  are  to  be  ufcd  in  weighing  the  coin,  p.  176. 
1768  fVilli,  in  Norfolk,  a  bill  pafledfor  improving  its  harbour,  p.  122. 
1781  Weft  Florida,  the  conqueft  of  it.coroplcaled  by  the  Spaniards,  p.  357. 


'chronological    index. 

A.    D.  . 

1*765  Wtfl  Bidta  IJlandsy  a  commercial  regulation  of  the  French  King  rcfpcfting  them,,  p.  7 1. 

1775  *  proclamation  made  there  forbidding  ajl  intercourfe  with  the  Americans,  p.  184. 

1780  ■   '  the  quantity  of  flour  and  other  fimiiar  articles  exported  there  in  this  year  from 

England,  p.  321.  ^   . 

lyg^ not  dependent  on  the  United  States  of  America,  &c.  p.  518,  519. 

X788  ,     ■  a  billpafled  to  fettle  the  commercial  intercourfe  between  them  and  the  United 

States  of  America,  on  a  more  permanent  footing,  with  previous  obfervations,  p.  674,  675. 

{^tt  Sugar y  America^  i^c) 
J  766  fVeJi  Indies y  Britifh,  a  bill  pafled  to  open  certain  ports  therein,  &c.  p.  86. 
1773  ' —  *  ^'^^  pafled  to  encourage  foreigners  to  lend  money  on  cftatcs  there,  p.  167. 

1781  ■  in  general,  afllifted  with  a  mod  dreadful  hurricane,  p.  336. 

■'  petitions  delivered  to  Parliament  from  the  iflands  of  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes,  p.  337. 

1784  ■'  the  neceflity  of  allowing  a  free  intercourfe  between  its  fugar  colonies  and  the  United 

States  of  America,  in  American  bottoms,  for  the  a£lual  fupport  of  the  former,  fully  in- 
veftigatcd,  p.  554,  &c.  , 

1787  . —  an  account  of  (hips,  &c.  cleared  outwards  from  the  iflands  of,  from  the  ports  of 

England,  with  tliofe  entered  inwards  from  the  fame  colonies  for  one  year,  p.  659. 
— — —  ditto  from  the  ports  of  Scotland,  &c.  ibid. 

■  ■■ —  an  account  of  the  fliips,  &c.  entered  inwards  and  cleared  outwards  in  the  iflands  of, 
to  and  from  the  feveral  ports  in  the  Britifli  colonics  in  North  America,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  ft>j  one  year,  p.  660. 

an  account  of  goods  exported  from  thence  into  Great  Britain  during  one  year,  being 


the  produce  of  the  Sugar  Colonies,  p.  661. 

ditto,  being  of  doubtful  produce,  ibid. 

an  account  of  goods  (being  Britifli  produce  and  manufafturc)  exported  thither  from 


Gi'cat  Britain  for  one  year,  p.  662. 

an  account  of  goods,  (being  foreign  produce  and  manufafture)  exported  thither  from 


Great  Britain  for  one  year,  ^j.  664. 

goods  imported  from  thence  by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  p.  665, 


787  fVifi  India  Trade^  ftatc  of  it,  p.  659. 

775  ^d^  /jw^/fl  Plantetiand  Merchants^  their  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  p.  179. 

781  — : -^ petition  the  King  relative  to  the  conduft  of  the  Briti(h  com- 
manders at  St.  Euftatius,  p.  333.  ^ 

784  — _— . —  petition  Parliament  on  the  prohibition  of  any  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  Britifli  Sugar  Iflands  and  America,  in  American  veflels,  p.  548,  &c. 

781  fVeJl  India  and  American  Convoys^  outward  and  homeward  bound  efcape  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain,  p.  371* 

764  ffll>ale  Ftjhery^  a  bill  paflfed  for  the  farther  encouragement  of  it,  p.  50. 

768 ' —  the  number  of  Dutch  vefliels  employed  in  it,  p.  121  • 

-^— »^  feveral  a£ts  continued  for  the  encouragement  of  it,  p.  122* 

776      further  encouraged,  p.  198. 

778 the  number  of  ftiips  employed  in  it  from  England,  from  1775  to  1778,  p.  281. 

— ^'^ the  fj^mefrom  Holland,  from  the  year  1770  to  1778,  p.  251. 

1779 ^^^  number  of  fl\ips  employed  in  it  from  England  in  this  year,  p.  259. 

the  lame  from  Holland,  ibid. 
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1 780  fFba/e  Fijhtrj^  an  account  of  the  number  of  Britilh  and  Dutch  ihips  employed  in  it  during  this 
year,  p.  322. 

1781 the  number  ofihips  employed  in  it  from  England  in  this  year,  p.  396. 

touUy  flopped  in  Holland  on  account  of  the  war  with  Great  Briuin,  ibid. 

1782 the  number  of  fhips  employed  in  it  in  this  year  from  England,  p.  441. 

1783 the  number  of  Englilh  and  Dutch  (hips  employed  in  it  in  this  year,  p.  521, 

1784 the  number  of  fliips  from  Great  Britain  and  Holland  employed  in  it  in  this  year. 

p.  568. 

1785 the  amount  of  it  this  year  in  Great  Britain,  p.  598. 

— — —  ditto  in  Holland,  ibid. 

■  (Southern)  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Denmark  for  the  encouragement  of  it,  ibldm 

1^86                 ■  new  regulations  of  it  propofed  by  Lord  Hawkefbury,  and  fincc  carried  into  execu*^ 
tion,  p.  6 1 2. 
— (Southern)  a  bill  to  encourage  it,  p.  630. 

1787  the  encreafed  number  of  Britilh  ihips  employed  in  It  this  year,  although  the 

bounty  was  reduced,  p.  657. 

— — —  (Southern)  an  account  of  it  during  the  years  1785,  1786,  and  1787,  p.  658. 

1788  ■  (Southern)  a  brief  (late  of  it,  p.  689. 

— — -  from  Holland,  a  full  (latement  of  it  from  the  year  1661  to  1 788,  p.  693. 

— —  the  encreafed  number  of  fhips.employed  in  it  this  year,  with  their  cargoes,  p.  694. 

1776  Wheau  and  other  articles,  a  certain  quantity  of  them  allowed  to  be  exported  to  the  Sugar  Co«> 

lonies,  St.  Helena,  and  the  Eaft  India  fettlements,  p.  198. 

1777  certain  quantities  of  it  allowed  to  be  exported  to  the  Weft  Indies,  p.  207, 

1783  —  permitted  to  be  exported  to  the  Sugar  Colonies,  p.  537. 

1784 feveral  laws  revived  and  continued,  relative  to  the  exportation  of  it  to  the  Britilh  Sugar 

Colonics,  Sec.  p.  577. 

lyg^  the  exportation  of  it  to  the  Britifli  Sugar  Colonies  regulated  by  aft  of  Parliament,  p.  605. 

1787  a  bill  to  export  it  to  the  Britifli  Sugar  Colonies,  p.  668. (See  Corny  Grainy  i^c.) 

1766  Pfljeat  andfVheat  Flour  allowed  to  be  imported  from  North  America,  p.  98. 

1767 the  importation  of  it  further  allowed  from  any  part  of  Europe,  p.  io8. 

1772 : allowed  to  be  imported,  p.  158. 

JVheatf  Indian  Corn^  Barley ^  faTc.  allowed  to  be  imported,  &c  p.  159. 
1780  Wheat  Floury  Oatmealy  He.  exported  in  this  year  from  England  to  the  Britilh  Weft  Indies, 
p.  321. 

1763  fVinesy  French,  additional  duties  laid  on  them,  p.  4. 
J  766 imported,  an  aft  relative  to  them  amended,  p.  98. 

1778  foreign,  additional  duties  granted  on  the  importation  of  them,  p.  237. 

J  7  79 foreign,  a  drawback  on  exporting  tliem  to  tlic  Britilh  fettlements,  p»  262. 

iy8o  '"-'^  and  Vinegary  additional  duties  laid  on  the  importation  of  them,  p.  323. 
1763  — ^«—  a  bill  paffed  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  landing  and  removing  of  them,  p.  539. 

1784  — —  the  proviiions  of  an  aft  of  the  23d  of  Geo.  III.  relative  to  the  removal  of  them  inca&s^ 

bottles,  &c.  p*  577*  ' 

1785  —*— from  Florence,  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  diem  regulated  by  aft  of  Parliament, 

p.  605, 

1786  — -  a  bill  for  repealing  certain  duties  on  importing  them,  and  granting  new  duties,  &c»  p.  630. 

5  iBF?»/v 
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1787  PTtnes,  foreign,  a  bill  to  allow  the  dealers  in  them. for  the  ftock  in  their  poffeffion,  &c.  p.  668 • 
1786  Wood  and  Wood  AJheiy  a  bill  to  grant  duties  on  them,  p.  630. 

1777  Wool,  a  bill  paffed  to  prevent  frauds  in  combing  it,  p.  207, 

1782  the  quantity  of  it  feized  at  different  periods,  p.  441. 

1783  — -  Spanifli,  its  importation  into  Ireland'at  different  periods,  p,  525* 

1784  corfey,  the  exportation  of  it  prohibited,  p.  576. 

1785  — ^-^  a  billpafl!cd  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  manufafturc  of  it,  p.  605, 

1788  *— —  a  bill  paffed  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  it,  p.  676. 

1786  Wool  Cards ^  a  bill  to  allow  the  importation  of  them  at  a  limited  price,  p.  630. 

1765  Woollen  Manufa£lory^  in  Yorkfliire,  two  bills  pafled  for  the  regulation  of  it,  p.  72,  73. 

1766  — T —  ftated  in  the  inftruftions  of  the  city  of  Norwich  to  its  reprefentatives,  to  been- 
dangered  from  chefcarcity  of  proviiions,  &c.  p.  97. 

1775  the  exportation  of  utenfils  employed  in  it  prohibited,  p.  187, 

jy8o  — — ~ — of  Ireland,  obfervations  on  it,  p.  287* 

1783  Woollen  Manufa^ure,  the  fuppofed  annual  produce  of  it,  p*  522. 

1774  Woollen  Drapery^  the  quantity  of  it  imported  into  Dublin  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  p«  174* 

1780  Woollen  Clothsy  the  quantity  of,  exported  in  this  year  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland,  p.  322* 

1 78 1  ■'      the  quantity  made  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  Yorkfhire,  for  one  year,  p.  395. 
1^82  "  the  quantity  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland  in  this  yeaf,  p.  442* 

1 783    I  .   '■  the  quantity  made  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  Yorkfliire  in  this  year,  p.  521. 

■    ■■  imported  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland  in  this  year,  p.  525. 

1787  WoolUns^  an  eftimate  of  the  annual  value  of  the  export  of  them  from  England  from  1781  to 

1787*  P-  658. 

— — -  ditto  from  Scotland^  i^/dL— (See  Cloth). 

« 

Y. 

2^r»,*— (SeeZ/»<if,  Cotton ^  lie.) 
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